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it and how to prepare to take the clearly intended to show that if
advice and assignments given mormonism ever had a spiritual
their advice is sound and thor-
oughly

foundation it rapidly disappeared
grounded in gospel princi-

ples
as the church became more in-
volvedbut it may leave the reader in economic enterprise

standing on the starting line won-
dering

the fierce desire by the mormonscormons
where to go once the start-

ing
for economic control of the great

gun goes off basin the authors claim led di-
rectlypatricia mann alto to the mountain meadows
massacre and the mormon war
such spurious interpretations have
long been discredited by responsi-
blethe latter day saints A study mormon and non mormon his-
toriansthe cormonsmormons in theof light of torians but they were clearly the

economic conditions ruthby kind of thing anti mormonscormons in eng-
landkauffman and reginald wright and elsewhere wanted to hear

kauffman williams and north-
gate

in 1912
1912 withrepublished the authors also charge that the

an introduction by john S crusade against the mormonscormons was
mccormick and john R sillito not a moral crusade against polyg-

amyuniversity of illinois press 1991994 but rather a crusade against
the economic and political power

the latter day saints A study of the church in the territory of
of the mormonscormons in the light of utah in this they were partly
economic conditions which orig-
inally

right but the modem reader willappeared in london in 1912
recognize distortions themanywas the work of two marxian
same thing is true with the discus-
sions

socialists from america it was par-
ticularly of mormon doctrine theticularly significant in the context

practice of polygamy and mor-
mon

of the intense anti mormonism in
economic aroundengland in the early twentieth cen-

tury

enterprise
the of thefor it was the first full blown turn century

while the book is highly dis-
torted

marxist interpretation of mormon
be heart historically it does contain ahistory to published at

however it was also an indictment variety of reasonably documented
of american capitalism which the but little known facts however its

authors charge eventually took value liesfiesilesbies chiefly in what it reveals

over and dominated the church about the kind of scholarly litera-
turethe first five chapters sketchily about the mormonscormons that once

cover the american setting the circulated in england and else-
whereorigin of the church the martyr-

dom
at least the reader will

the exodus to the great understand why readers of that
basin and the creation of the mor-
mon

time looked at the church with a
empire in utah they are high degree of suspicion espe-

ciallywritten in a strident tone and avoid if this kind of literature was
no opportunity for snide remarks all they had access to
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the republished book is intro-
duced by john S mccormick and
john R sillito who have both
worked in socialist history and
themselves adopt an economic
interpretation of history their
interesting introduction has value
partly because of what it tells
about the kauffmanskauffmannKauffmans

in their concluding chapter on
the future of mormonism the

kauffmanskauffmannKauffmans summarize their convic-
tion that religious forms are the
results of economic conditions and
that the economic conditions of
the early nineteenth century pro-
duced mormonism moreover they
say parroting the typical marxian
view of the evolution of society
when capitalism finally expires in
the united states then all christian

science will end and mor-
monism in which the hierarchy is
already exploiting instead of bene-
fiting the laity will pass away
until that time it mormonism
will in one form or another
remain 346 1I think the kauff
mans would be very surprised at
the present form of both marxian
socialism and mormonism
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