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the renaissance in
recent thought

fifteen years of interpretation
DE LAMAR JENSEN

there was a time once or at least I1 think there was 7

mused scholar john L lievsay recently at a gathering of his-
torians and literary critics in washington D C when a
man might innocently use the term the renaissance to refer
to a reasonably well defined single phase however involute
its composition in the history of western world culture and
no one would have argued seriously that the expression was
other than a general synonym for the sixteenth century nowa-
days all that is changed in an unguarded moment one says
as though it were a naughty word renaissance and is in-
stantly challenged just what does he think he is talking
aboutabout1abouts1

the confusion and frustration resulting from contradictory
interpretations of the renaissance may not be quite as extreme
as professor lievsay suggests but no one can deny the dilemma
of today s reader when he is confronted with such a potpourri
of renascences renaissancesrenais sances and prenaissances the present
study is an attempt to make the idea of the renaissance a little
clearer and more meaningful to the general reader through an
examination of some of its recent interpretative literature 2 it
is also intended to show that in spite of the infinite variety
and divergency of contemporary views there are some striking

dr jensen professor of history at brigham young university is on
sabbatical leave in france

A later level of the italian renaissance in society & history in the
renaissance A report of a conference held at the folger library on april
23 & 24 1960 washington folger shakespeare library i9601960 p 50

bibliographical articles on the concept of renaissance are available
but none of them cover the period of this study see for example henry S

lucas the renaissance a review of some views catholic historical re-
view XXXV 1950 377407377 407 antonio antelo iglesias elEI conceptoconceptaconcep to de
renacimiento bolivar Bobogotagoti XIX 1953 63759637 59 wallace K ferguson
the reinterpretation of the renaissance in facets of the renaissance los

angeles university of southern california press 1959 1181 18 and especially
franco simone nuovihuovi contributicontributecontri buti allaaliaaila storia del termine e del concetto di
renaissance studi francesifrances 11II 1958 35378353 78 III111 1959 390411390 411



4 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

similarities in these views concerning the nature and meaning
of the renaissance indeed one might even discern if not a
direction in these writings at least an orientation reflecting
both the rising standards of scholarship and the growing inter-
dependence of academic disciplines for the renaissance schol-
ar whether he is historian art critic or poet just as for the
statesman businessman or cleric understanding and coopera-
tion have become vital in our shrinking world

1I

the logical starting point for any contemporary study of
renaissance historiography is wallace K ferguson s the rena-
issancenaissanceaissanceaisdisaisaly yancesance in historical thought five centuries of interpreta-
tion 1948 ferguson s lucid and critical analysis of the evolu-
tion of the renaissance has made this almost a modern
classic but it is also important for another reason implicit
throughout the work and specifically stated near the end is
ferguson s own interpretation of the renaissance it is this
aspect of his study although it has not met with the same
acclamation as the more descriptive parts that has exercised
a great influence on renaissance interpretations of the last
fifteen years

ferguson s view suggested as early as 1940 is that the
renaissance grew out of the middle ages and was a period
of gradual transition which began when the new urban and
secular elements in european culture began to weigh down the
balance against the feudal and ecclesiastical elements which
had dominated the civiliationcivilizationciviliation of the middle ages 3 here he
emphasized the idea that the renaissance was not a method
nor an outlook but a period of time distinct in many ways
from the medieval because of the essential differences in the
social structure of the two eras in the renaissance in histori-
cal thought he again suggested the idea of a transitional
period of time between the middle ages and the modern
world and declared that the greatest need for future renais-
sance scholarship was that of working out a new and up to date
synthesis based upon the detailed analysis of the many aspects
of this period 1 I do not mean to imply he explained that
historians should seek to discover anew the spirit of the rena-

issanceaissance in the sense of a zeitgeist that will serve as the key
to open all doors my insistence upon the value of synthesis

ferguson the renaissance new york henry holt 1940 p 8
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rests simply upon a conviction which may be in essence an act
of faith that the events of the past are not isolated phenomena
that history is not a meaningless chaos of unrelated facts 4

in 1951 ferguson further elaborated his conception of the
renaissance suggesting not only its general characteristics but
also its location in time which he rather arbitrarily places
between the years 1300 and 1600 he then described this
period as the transition from a civilization that was predom-
inantly feudal ecclesiastical and agrarian to one that was pre-
dominantly national urban and secular with its economiceconomic
center of gravity shifted from agriculture to commerce and in-
dustry it is indeed the distinguishing characteristic of these
centuries that they are neither medieval nor modern but
represent a transitional stage which has a character of its
own 6 this is the leitmotif which runs through much of con-
temporary renaissance literature

in recent years there have been many general histories of
the period which might fall somewhere into the category of
synthesis but only two of these can be considerdconsidersconsi derd here the
most direct attempt to synthesize and integrate the cultural
political and economic features of the italian renaissance into
a meaningful historical interpretation is denys hay s the
italian renaissance in its historical background hay confesses
his belief in the existence of a renaissance between the mid
fourteenth and early eighteenth centuries and his acceptance of
the view that it occurred first in italy and then spread to the
rest of europe proposing to describe the style of living in
the renaissance he succeeds in sketching an incomplete but

ferguson the renaissance in historical thought boston houghton
mifflin 1948j1948 p 391

ferguson the interpretation of the renaissance suggestions for a
synthesis journal of the history of ideas XII 1951 48688486 88 also the
church in a changing world A contribution to the interpretation of the rena-
issanceaissance american historical review LIX 1953 p 2

ibibidtd italics mine at a 1952 metropolitan museum of art symposium
he explained that the distinctiveness of the period consists in the uneasy
coexistence within it of medieval and modern elements of decaying or obsoles-
cent institutions and ways of thinking together with new institutions and ideas
still imperfectly formed toward the modern state the renaissance A
symposium new york metropolitan museum of art 1953 reprinted in
the renaissance six essays new york harper 1962 p 4 also see his
1956 arensberg lecture the interpretation of the renaissance esp p 16
ferguson s interpretation has had many supporters in the past fifteen years
both conscious and unintentional the most succinct summary of the transi-
tional idea is giorgio de santillana s observation that all eras are of transi-
tion but some are more transitional than most the age of adventure the
renaissance philosophers boston houghton mifflin 1957 p 9
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suggestive portrait of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries in
italy with emphasis on both the continuity and the uniqueness
of the period he quickly admits the persistence of medieval
attitudes techniques and institutions but maintains that when
these and a thousand similar points are allowed for there is
still a difference in the style of living between the renais-
sance and both what came before and what came after 7

from this premise professor hay illustrates the composite
yet distinctive nature of renaissance life politically it was
the age of theoretical and practical dynastic monarchy wedded
to the urban middle class as contrasted with both the medieval
world of decentralized landed magnates and with the post
renaissance period dominated by parliamentarianism and
bourgeois political values in economics too the renaissance
stood between medieval agrarianism and the modernmodem world of
heavy industry it was a world of banks yet without bank notes
of commerce without industry of enormous financial oper-
ations in an atmosphere almost devoid of financial security
where one had capital so to speak without capitalism where
town and country were almost evenly matched in economic
importance where money might be made in a hundred and
one ways but where the only longtermlong term investment was land 8

further examples are drawn from its religious and cultural
characteristics which hay describes as essentially lay and yet
essentially christian or what he calls secularly religious
referring specifically to the brethren of the common life the
christian humanists and to the jesuits in literature the rena-

issanceaissance is marked by a balance between the vernacularsvernaculars and
clasciasclassicalsical latin and in art a concern for both realism and
decoration

above all hay insists that the renaissance was not the
prototype of the modern world any more than it was a con-
tinuation of the middle ages

what has the renaissance contributed to the railway
engine the aeroplane mass education and the ideal of popu-
lar government we live in a world where latin letters are

denys hay the italian renaissance in its historical background london
& new york cambridge university press 1961 p 2

ibid p 19 whereas hay underratesunderratedunder rates the role of technology in the
renaissance and neglects the effects of geographical expansion and discovery
sir george clarkdarkoark in his shorter early modern europe from about 1450 to about
1720 london oxford university press 1957 emphasizes these as primary
characteristics of the renaissance
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remote from our present anxieties and pleasures where even
our art and architecture have left the norms set up in the
sixteenth century beyond that we live for better and for
worse in one world this isis all very different from
earlier ages when the traditional geographical limits of
europe represented the furthest bounds ofof most european
activity 9

in 1963 the long awaited ferguson synthesis finally ap-
peared his claims for his latest book europe inm transition
1300152013001201300 1520120 10 are more modest than that but it is apparent
that between the covers of this 625 page general history of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries he has carefully woven to-
gether the essential features of his conception of the renais-
sance sociological evolution from an agrarian to an urban
society political transition to the territorial state artistic and
intellectual emergence oftheodtheof the renaissance man yet the for-
mat and treatment of subject matter are on the whole disap-
pointing it is largely narrative history falling somewhere
between a real interpretative synthesis and a detailed survey
text furthermore by treating the civilization of western
europe as a whole during the little more than two cen-
turies from 15001300 to 1520 ferguson is forced to make the
renaissance embrace and encompass such unlikely bedfellowsbedfellows
as the hundred years war french feudal chivalry and the
angevin monarchy in england nevertheless this welcomed
study is a valuable addition to recent renaissance literature
providing a much needed college text and at the same time a
comprehensive summary of the political economic and cultural
life of europe in the age of transition

II11

early in the period under discussion nino valeri published
his great study of renaissance italian politics LIbitaliaultalialitaliarailatalia nelletanellenerietanelie td
deldeide i principati dal 1343 al 1516I1 6 in which he traced the long
struggle between milan and the other city states of northern
and central italy culminating in the erection of a precariously
balanced italian states system by the middle of the fifteenth

hay the renaissance p 14 see also his burckhardt s renaissance
186019601860 1960 history today X 1960 14251425142314 2523 what really characterizes the
modern world he asserts there is technology mass media of communication
and as an idea or ideology universally accepted if not universally applied
government of the people by the people p 23 cf mario M rossi note

sulla modernitamodernitymod ernita del Rinascimento luovanuova rivirtarivista stolicastoricaStorica XXXIV 1950
1321 32

boston houghton mifflin 1963
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century unlike luigi simeoni s well known history of the
same year 11 valeri views that conflict particularly in its effect
upon florence as a prime factor in shaping the culture and the
entire intellectual outlook of the renaissance for valeri the
civic consciousness engendered by the milanese wars was the
bridge dividing fifteenth century italian social culture from
its individualistic antecedents of the fourteenth 12

valeri s theme received its most adept and detailed exposi-
tion though apparently arrived at independently by the
eminent renaissance scholar hans baron in 1953 continuing
two decades of important contributions he published a lengthy
article focusing attention on the repercussions of the alliance
of liberty loving florence with venice against despotic
milan out of the struggle had come the decision that the
road was to remain open to the civic freedom and to the
system of independent states which became a part of the
civilization of the italian renaissance 13 baron s interpre-
tation of the milanese defeat as a victory for freedom rather
than as a defeat for national unity became the starting point
for a new interpretation of both the scope and the nature of
the renaissance it was the coexistence of republican and mo-
narchical states side by side in a working balance of power
says baron which provided the basis of renaissance culture
and in a sense made italy of the fifteenth century the prototype
of the modern world 14

closely related to this interpretation is garrett mattingly s

viewview of renaissance diplomacy certainly in the objectives
organization and the techniques of diplomacy renaissance
italy was the model and teacher of the rest of europe and to

la signoriasignorieSig norie 131315591313 1559 2 vols milan francesco vallardiballardiVal lardi 1950
12nino valeri bitalialltalialitaliaLlLI talia nelleta deidelfelfei principatiprincipal verona arnaldo monda-

dori 1950 ppap 26365263 65 for a contrasting view of the early renaissance
emphasizing its ruthlessness and cynicism see edmond renerengkeng Labande linaliellfalielitalieLlLIrallefalietalieraile
de la renaissance duecentoDue cento trecentotrementoTrecento quattrocentoQuattro cento paris payot 1954

hans baron A struggle for liberty in the renaissance florence venice
and milan an1nin the early quattrocentoQuattro cento american historical review LVIII

1953 26589265 89 54470544 70 quote p 289 two years later he published his closely
reasoned and carefully documented capstone the crisis of the early italian
renaissance cinccinecivic humanism and republican liberty in an age of classicism
and tyranny 2 vols princeton princeton university press 1955 on barons
monumental work see gennaro sasso florentina libertas e Rinascimento
italiano nell opera di hans baron rivirtarivista stolicastorica italiano LXIX 1957
25076250 76 and G radettidadettiRadetti le origin dell umanesimoumanesimo civile fiorentino nel
quattrocentoQuattro cento ornalegiornaleGi chiticacritica di filosofiaFilo sofia italiana XXXVIII 1959 9812298 122

baron burckhardt s civilization of the renaissance a century after
its publication renaissance news XIII 1960 20722207 22 esp ppap 22122221 22
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a degree of the world according to mattingly the same strug-
gle inin northern and central italy against the expanding power
of milan which provides the key to baron s interpretation also
gave birth to modern diplomacy

although all civilizations of which we have any record
have had some set of diplomatic institutions ours took a turn
some time after 1400 which differentiated it from all other
sets in history this new development seemed to be a char-
acteristicacteristic symptom of the new power relations of the nascent
modern world resident embassies the distinguishing
feature were an italian invention they were fully developed
in italy by the 1450 s and spread thence like other renais-
sance innovations to the rest of europe around 1500 and
like other renaissance innovations they continued to develop
along the lines laid down throughout the period which ended
in 1914 so that their first stage may also properly be called
the beginning of modern diplomacy 15

this new diplomacy created in italy during the first half
of the fifteenth century was the expression of a new kind of
state unknown in the middle ages and still only partially
developed by the sixteenth century 16

while rejecting ferguson s early periodizationperiodization and prefer-
ring to call the renaissance a change of phase rather than a
change in kind mattingly adheres to a modified transition
view 1 I use it the term renaissance he explained at a
1960 symposium for the critical phase of the transition from
the unified hierarchically ordered spiritually oriented society
of latin christendom to the heterogeneous secularly oriented
society of autonomous sovereign states which make up modern
europe 17

As our attention moves from the fifteenth into the six-
teenth century and from italy into the rest of europe we
become aware of further changes in outlook and emphasis
traditionally the italian renaissance has been explained in

garrett mattingly renaissance diplomacy boston houghton mifflin
1955 ppap 111211 12

V mattingly changing attitudes towards the state during the renais-
sance facets of the renaissance ppap 194019 40

mattingly some revisions of the political history of the renaissance
in tinsley helton ed the renaissance A reconsideration of the theories
and interpretations of the age madison university of wisconsin press 1961
p 11 on that university of wisconsin symposium see riccardo fubini un
recentebecente convegno sul Rinascimento a cent anni dalla pubblicazione delloperabelloperadel lopera
di jacob burckhardt bibliothequebibliothque dhumanismedhumanisms et renaissance XXV 1963
40826408 26
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terms of the bourgeois city states 18 but according to some
students of the period this was no longer the prevailing struc-
ture in many areas by the late fifteenth century david hicks
suggests for example that a new society was emerging in siena
at the end of the century which was dominated not by the
urban centered bourgeoisie but by a new aristocracy basing its
wealth and power on agriculture and political privilege a
nobility possessing a curious resemblance to the petty feudal
aristocracy the middle classes had displaced two and a half
centuries before 19 this new emphasis on the importance and
the strength of the nobility especially in northern europe has
been underlined by J H hexter who points out that the rena-

issanceaissance nobility far from being decadent as is traditionally
assumed took the lead in cultural matters and in university
education this was in sharp contrast to the medieval noble-
man who was uneducated and proud of it A revaluation of
our whole conception of social ideas social structure and social
function in europe in the age of the renaissance is long over-
due challenges hexter and suggests that we start our revis-
ion by thinking in terms not of the decline of the aristocracy
but of its reconstruction 20

this challenge has been eagerly accepted by many scholars
in a short article appearing in 1957 J russell major indicated
his support of the thesis that the states of this period differed
enough from what had gone before and what was to come
after to constitute a definite period in history 21 major illus-
trates his premises by describing the renaissance monarchy of
france as a decentralized dynastic institution characterized by
an emphasis on legitimacy and legality by uncertain bound-
aries and jurisdictions lack of a national army lack of bureau-
cratic machinery and by its heavy reliance for support upon
the people and representative assemblies in a more recent
article he has shown that french monarchs ruled according to

this view was recently emphasized in an article by D maland in which
he outlined the ways urban life had caused changes in the social patterns
which in turn gave birth to the cultural renaissance the italian renaissance
A problem of interpretation history XLIV 1959 11523115 23

taviddavidlavid L hicks sienese society in the renaissance comparative
studies in society and history II11il 1960 412

the education of the aristocracy in the renaissance journal of
modern history XXII 1950 1201 20 reprinted in his reappraisals in history

london longmans 1961 ppap 457045 70

J russell major the renaissance monarchy A contribution to the
Periodization of history emory university quarterly XIII 1957 11224112 24
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law that they accepted the inevitable decentralization of the
state and that they were inherently weak he points out
furthermore that the most dynamic elements in the society
of the time were not the middle classes but the nobility fin-
ally he declares that the renaissance monarchy had an end
as well as a beginning that it was a transitional phase rather
than the beginning of the modern state it is my belief he
concludes that the economic crisis and the thirty years
war brought the french renaissance monarchy to an end and
led to changes as important as those brought on by the hun-
dred years war and the economic crisis of 133014501330 1450 which
marked its beginning 112222

III111liilil
during the last fifteen years a controversy which began

in the previous decade over the economic conditions in the
renaissance blossomed into a full scale academic war only
in the last two or three years have the various parties appeared
to be reaching some sort of modus vivendlvendii

at the 1950 meeting of the international congress of
historical sciences held in paris michael postan spoke con-
vincinglyvincingly for the economic revisionists when he affirmed that
economic contraction and depression characterized most of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries making it impossible to call
the renaissance a period of prosperity as has been done tradi-
tionallytionally 2321 in subsequent articles postan has shown through
the use of wage data land values rents and production
rates that population trade silver mining grain production
and cloth production all declined markedly in fourteenth and

major the french renaissance monarchy as seen through the estates
general studies in the renaissance IX 1962 114 this thesis is further
developed in his representative institutions in renaissance francefranco madison
university of wisconsin press 1962 esp chap 1 cf also his the crown
and the aristocracy in renaissance france american historical review LXIX

1964 63145631 45 in 1956 the great italian scholar frederico chabodchabad pointed
out several of these characteristics of the renaissance state such as person-
alism and dynasticism but placed more importance than does major on the
strength and loyalty of the bureaucracy Y atila t il un etat6tatebat de la renaissance
artes du colloque sur la renaissance paris J vrin 1958 ppap 577457 74

michael postan rapport histoireHistoire economique6conomiqueeconom ique moyen age ixeix6axe
congrescongrsconers international des sciences historiques paris A colin 1950 1I
22541225 41 11II 11014110 14 see also E perroy les crises du XIV sieclesi6clesincle annales
IV 1949 corrado barbagallo la crisi economico socialerociale dellitalia della
Rinascimento luovanuova rivirtarivista Storica XXXIV 1950 389411389 411 XXXV

1951 1381 38 and especially enrico fiume fiorituraFioritura e decadenza dellecodellego
nomia fiorentina archivio storicoistorico italianoitalians CXV 1957 385439385 439 CXVI

1958 443510443 510 CXVII 1959 427502427 502
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ffifteenthifteenthsteenth century england 24 several other prominent economic
historians have added their weight to the growing body of
opinion that the renaissance was a period of economic decline
and stagnation rather than of prosperity

in a recent symposium robert sabatino lopez spelled out
in greater detail the meaning of this economic decline there
was a sharp population drop in the mid fourteenth century
especially in the cities impediments to trade routes war and
disease contributed to spreading famine and unrest increasing
tax burdens shrinkage of markets drop in land prices and
the abandoning of much arable land urban industries declined
commerce was depressed and interest rates dropped these
factors he argues hit the hardest in italy and at the very
time of the cultural renaissance he concludes however that
due to the absence of economic opportunities in italy the
businessmen and aristocrats of the time invested their money
in culture rather than in trade and industry statesmen who
had tried to build up their power and prestige by enlarging
their estates now vied with one another to gather works of
art businessmen who had been looking for the most profitable
or the most conservative investments in trade now invested in
books 25 thus economic stagnation contributed positively to
the renaissance cultural vitality

A few months later another prominent and respected econ-
omic historian armando saporicapori delivered a paper in florence
italy which has had repercussions in subsequent interpreta-
tions saporicapori showed that a true economic expansion took place
in the twelfth century but that this vitality had spent itself by
the time of the classical renaissance and had in fact been re

some economic evidence of declining population in the later middle
ages economic history review 2ndand ser 11II 1950 22146221 46 the trade of
medieval europe the north the cambridge economic history vol II11 cam-
bridge 1952 191216191 216 cf W C robinson money population and eco-
nomic change in late medieval europe the economic history review XII

1959 638263 82 and most recently emil lucki history of the renaissance
bookebookjbook I1 economy and society salt lake city university of utah press 1961963

R S lopez hard times and investment in culture the renaissance
A symposium ppap 193419 34 cf also R S lopez and H A miskimin the
economic depression of the renaissance economic history review 2ndand ser
XIV 1962 40826408 26 in 1960 ferguson wrote that the economic depression
which he was finally ready to concede actually accelerated the decline of
feudalism and the rise of capitalism As a result the wealth that remained
became concentrated in fewer hands than before thereby making the cultural
revival possible recent trends in the economic historiography of the renais-
sance studies in the renaissance VIII 1960 7267 26
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placed by recession in most areas of economic activity 26 in a
later essay saporicapori proposed a new periodizationperiodization for the entire
renaissance postulating that the economic revival of the
twelfth century was the basis for the cultural and intellectual
activity of the renaissance he suggested moving the usual
boundaries of the renaissance back to include all of the period
presently referred to as the high middle ages and making of
it an integrated period of some five centuries lying between
the middle ages and modern times 27

although there are few economic historians now who
uphold the older view that renaissance europe was a time
of unbounded economic prosperity there are many who ques-
tion the extent and nature of the depression carlo M cipolla
for example maintains that an economic recovery began at the
end of the fourteenth century and the beginning of the fif-
teenth and compares fifteenth century italy with the expand-
ing frontier in america with its new areas of land opening
canal development and rural investment even population
according to cipolla began to increase in the fifteenth cen-
tury 28 at the international congress of historical sciences
held at rome in 1955 the soviet economic historian E A
kosminsky was the most persistent defender of the view that
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries constituted a period of

armando saponi 11II11 problemaproblemsproblema economicaeconomicaleconomica il nascimentorinascimentoRi significatorsignificato
e limiti atti del 111IIIililii convegno internazionaleinternazionale sul Rinascimento florence
G C sansoni 1953 ppap 10732107 32

27 caporisaporisaponiSapori moyen age et renaissance vusaus dltalieditalievitaliedldI talietalle pour un remainiement
des periodesp6riodesperiodsperiperlodes historiques annales XI 1956 43357433 57 and in a slightly re-
vised form a year later in medioevoMedioevo e Rinascimento spuntispanti per una diversa
periodizzazione archivioarch ivio istoricostorico italiano CXV 1957 13564135 64 cf delio
cantimoricantiloriCant imori 11IIit problemaproblemsproblema rinascimentale proposto da armando caporisapori studi in
onore de armando caporisapori milan Cisalpino 1957 11II 93547935 47 and in studi
de storia florence giulio einaudi 1959 36178361 78 nino valeri la polemicapolemicalpolemica
sul Rinascimento nell opera di armando saporicapori luovanuova rivirtarivista Storica XLVI

1963 18794187 94 and E F jacob la periodizzazione dell eteta del rinasci
mento nella storia ditaliadl taliatallataila e in quella deuropaleuropadEuropa X congresso iniernazionaleinternazionaleInternazionale
de scienze storicheSto riche florence sansoni 1955 IV 33563335 63

carlo M cipolla the trends in italian economic history in the later
midmiddlemiddieae1e ages economic history review 2ndand ser 11II 1949 182 also his
storia de milano milan fondazioneFondazione treccani degli alfieri 1957 and per
la storia della terre della bassa lombardabombardaLom barda in studi in onor e di armarmandoadondo
caporisapori 1I 655 ff douglas dowd follows cipolla in showing that in lo0ardylombardylomoardyLomoardy
at least agriculture experienced a revival in the fourteenth and fiftfiatfifteenth1enthanth
centuries the economic expansion of lombardy 130015001300 1500 jornforn10journalrn I1 of
economic history XXI 1961 14360143 60 M mollat points out that therthe was
erorenormousmous regional variation in renaissance economy but on the whole Eeuroperope
witnessed a defindafindefiniteite revival and expansion from the middle of the fifafiffifteentheenthbenth
century on and in italy it began earlier Y atila t il une economic de la renaisrenals
sance artes du colloque sur la renaissance paris 1958 ppap 374837 48
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economic progress adhering closely to the marxist interpre-
tation kosminsky insisted that the fifteenth century falls
logically into place as a step in the evolution of modern capi-
talism 29

the published contributions of the last two or three years
seem to express a greater moderation in the claims for both
sides and point toward a recognition that neither depression
nor prosperity were universal in the renaissance gino luz-
zatto observes that by the fifteenth century

italy no longer occupied the same place in the economy
of europe as in the two preceding centuries the old position
of monopoly was gone and the old power of expansion was
enfeebled to this extent undoubtedly it is proper to speak
of italian economic decline but to use the word decline inin
the further sense of an absolute fall in the volume and value
of production and exchange would be wholly unjustified
if production for export contracted in the woolen industry
the loss was largely balanced by compensating progress in the
silk industry

not only the manufacture of silk was stimulated by the
new love for luxury elegance and artistic refinement all
industries were affected which produced articles for personal
adornment or the embellishment of the home and public and
religious buildings handicrafts inin wood and iron cooper
bronze precious stones and metals glass manufacture and
ceramics embroidery and lacemaking

for more than a century the preeminence of renaissance
italy in the manufacture of artistic and luxury wares helped
to maintain italian foreign trade at much the same level as
in the most prosperous period of the past and may even have
raised it higher 30

IV
humanism continues to be a controversial subject of rena-

issanceaissance studies and is generally regarded as one of the key

arriarrlattatti t del X congresso internazionaleInternazionale rome 1955 ppap 39596395 96 peutbeut on
considerer iele XIV et ie XV sieclessi&lessierlessidles comme 16poque161 poque de la decadence de I11

economic europeenneeurop6enneeuropeenne studi in onore di armando caporisaporisansap on ppap 55170551 70
gino luzzatto an economic history of italy from the fall of the roman

empire to the beginning of the sixteenth century london routledge & kegan
paul 1961 ppap 1423142 3 the articles appearing in the third volume of the
cambridge economic history 1963 show a notable change in tone from those
published eleven years earlier raymond de roover edward miller and carlo
cipolla all emphasize the regional variations in economic conditions but seem
to agree that italy retained its economic preeminence throughout the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries also cf raymond de roover s recent masterpiece the
rise and decline of the medici bank 139714941397 1494 cambridge harvard uni-
versity press 1963
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issues in the overall interpretation of the renaissance 31 while
the works of giuseppe toffaninToffanin and giuseppe saitta still
occupy polar positions 12 the recent writings of garin baron
and kristeller grapple more realistically and modestly with
the problems of the renaissance they also reflect many of
the same characteristics already noted in contemporary political
and economic studies

eugenio garin is one of the most perceptive and prolific
contemporary writers he believes with toffaninToffanin that there
was a strong religious flavor to renaissance humanism but
does not interpret this to mean that medieval and renaissance
thought were the same garin emphasizes the change of atti-
tude which took place and shows that attitudes are as vital as
facts in shaping the character of an age in all of his latest
books 13 he emphasizes the antischolasticanti scholastic elements in renaiss-
ance humanism and its tendency toward ideological and liter-
ary criticism experience and reason says garin were highly
esteemed by the humanists and they expected to apply these to
the problems of life as well as to the understanding of the
natural world but to a large extent their efforts met with
frustration for unlike the rugged individualism of burck-
hardt s renaissance man garin s humanists were racked with
great anxieties and insecurity for garin the renaissance was
the beginning of the modern world only in a very distressing

34sense

see william J bouwsma the interpretation of renaissance humanism
washington D C service center for teachers of history 1959 on post

burckhardtianBurckhardtian interpretations and also paul oskar kristeller studies in renais-
sance humanism during the last twenty years studies in the renaissance
IX 1962 73075077305030

for the period of this study see toffaninToffanin s eromoluomoeuomo antico nel pensiero
del Rinascimento bologna nicola zanichelli 1957 in which he continues
as in his earlier storia dellumanesimo to interpret humanism not as a revival
of classical paganism but as the expansion of catholic spirituality also see his
essay in il mondo antico nel RinauRicimentonascimento atti del V convegno Interinternazionaleinterna2ionalenazionale
di studi sul Rinascimento florence G C sansoni 1958 ppap 193819 38 and
most recently in his ultimiultima saggi bologna nicola zanichelli 1960 esp ppap
195214195 214 for the more burckhardtianBurckhardtian approach of saitta see II11il pensiero italiano
nellumanesimo e nel Rinascimento 3 vols bologna cesare zuffi 1949511949 51
new edition florence G C sansoni 1961

dal medioeromedioevomedio evoero al Rinascimento florence sansoni 1950 lumanesimoeumanesimo
italiano filosofiafilosofia e vita civile nel Rinascimento bari giuseppe laterza &
figlifiali 1952 medioevoMedio evo e nascimentorinascimentoRi studi e ricerchericer che bari giuseppe lat-
erza & figlifiali 1954 and la cultura filosoficafilosofica del Rinascimento italiano flor-
ence sansoni 1961

34 see arturo beccari interpretazioni del rinascimentonascimentoRi humanitasHumanitas re
vista mensilehensile di cultura X 1955 293729 37 on garin s work and nicola
abbagnano the italian renaissance humanism cashierscahiers dhistoire mondialeMonnondmonddialetuletuie
VII 2 1962 26982269 82
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hans baron as we have already seen stressed the civic
and active elements in florentine humanism of the early fif-
teenth century to show that with comparative suddenness a
change in humanism as well as in the arts took place which
ever since has been considered to have given birth to the ripe
pattern of the renaissance 35 this was the renaissance that
heralded the modern world in a courteous yet critical rejoinder
ferguson objected to baron s emphasis on florentine civic
humanism as the principal factor in the birth of the renais-
sance and protested his exclusion of petrarchpetrarcaPetrarch boccaccio and
the other fourteenth century humanists 36 baron s immediate
reply published in the same journal explained whytheshythewhy the four-
teenth century should not be included in the renaissance
proper petrarchpetrarcaPetrarch he maintained and the other trementotrecentoTre cento hu-
manistsmanistsmanistats retreated from their initial enthusiasm for the classics
and returned to an essentially medieval augustinianism it was
not until after the beginning of the fifteenth century that the
climate changed and humanism became the complete guide to
civic and esthetic life this civic humanism according to
baron was the essence of the true renaissance 37

paul oskar kristeller one of the leading authorities on
renaissance thought sees humanism much less as a guide to
the active life than as a working curriculum for educational
reform his overall view of the renaissance closer to fer-
guson s than to baron s is a reaffirmation of the distinctive
nature and significance of the renaissance

I1 shall not repeat or refute any of the arguments pro-
posed by others but merely state that by the renaissance
I1 understand that period of western european history which
extends approximately from 1300 to 1600 I1 do not pre-
tend to assert that there was a sharp break at the beginning
or end of the renaissance or to deny that there was a

hans baron the crisis of the early italian renaissance 1I vii in a
closely related study published in the same year humanistic and political liter-
ature in florence and venice at the beginning of the quattrocentoQuattro cento cambridge
harvard university press 1955 baron makes a systematic review of the sources
upon which he has constructed the crisis

wallace K ferguson the interpretation of italian humanism the
contribution of hans baron journal of the history of ideas XIX 1958
142514 25

17 hans baron moot problems of renaissance interpretation an answer
to wallace K ferguson journal of the history of ideas XIX 1958 263426 34
for a very penetrating elaboration of this idea along with a sketch of the
decline of civic humanism in the second half of the century see lauro mar-
tines outstanding the social world of the florentine humanists 139014601390 1460

princeton princeton university press 1963
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good deal of continuity I1 should even admit that in some
respects the changes which occurred in the twelfth and thir-
teenth or in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were
more profound than the changes of the fourteenth and fif-
teenth I1 merely maintain that the so called renaissance per-
iod has a distinctive physiognomy of its own and that the
inability of historians to find a simple and satisfactory defini-
tion for it does not entitle us to doubt its existence 3

kristeller defends the assertion that a number of important
cultural developments of the renaissance originated in italy
and spread to the rest of europe through italian influence 11119

As for the issue of continuity vs break between the middle
ages and renaissance he declares we may grant that there
is a continuity but it is a continuity of change and the differ-
ences resulting from this change tend to accumulate as time
passes 40 kristeller also emphasizes the literary historical
and philological nature of humanism as contrasted with the
more philosophical movements of the later fifteenth century
thus the chief characteristics of humanism were its attention
to grammar rhetoric history poetry and moral philosophy
and its reading and interpretation of the ancient latin and
greek classics renaissance platonism as well as aristotelian-
ism according to kristeller had many sources interests and
ideas that clearly set it off from humanism as a distinct move-
ment 41

paul 0 kristeller the classics and renaissance thought cambridge
mass harvard university press 1955 ppap 543453 4

kristeller humanist learning in the italian renaissance centennial
review of arts and science IV 1960 24366243 66 cf ferguson s the revival
of classical antiquity or the first century of humanism A reappraisal
report of the canadian historical association annual meeting 1957 ppap
132013 20

kristeller changing views of the intellectual history of the renais-
sance since jacob burckhardt in helton the renaissance p 28 cf the use-
ful collection of many of kristeller s essays in studies in renaissance thought
and letters rome edizioniEdizioni di storia e letteraturaLetteratura 1956 and the similar
interpretations of B L ullman in studies in the italian renaissance rome
edizioniEdizioni di storia e letteraturaLetteratura 1955 see also ullman s the humanism of
coluccio salutarisalutatiSalu tati padua antenore 1963

kristeller changing views ppap 40340 3 and renaissance platonism
facets of the renaissance ppap 10405104 05 kristeller s colleague at columbia uni-
versityversity however john herman randall jr sees humanism as a religious
movement resisting the aristotelian naturalism of the middle ages the career
of philosophy from the middle ages to the enlightenment new york
columbia university press 1962 p 49 ftff similarly george clarke sellery
disparages the humanists as ivory tower grammarians who cannot have
been the creative force which ushered in modernity the renaissance its
nature and origins madison university of wisconsin press 1950 p 257
cf emil luckis related but more thorough and balanced judgment in history
of the renaissance book III111111ililii education learning and thought the most
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V
recent interpretations of renaissance literature and art also

reveal sharpening perspectives of the renaissance as a whole
one of the most controversial books of this period is hiram
haydn s the counter renaissance haydn divides the rena-

issanceaissance into three distinct intellectual artistic movements the
classical renaissance or humanistic revival roughly corres-
ponding in time to the fifteenth century the counter renais
sance the sixteenth century and the scientific reformation

the seventeenth century the classical renaissance exalted
ethical and moral teachings and held learning and reason in
high regard the sixteenth century haydn argues was not a
continuation of these renaissance traits but a rejection of
them the counter renaissance with its anti intellectualism
antimoralismanti moralism anti authoritarianism repudiated reason as the
devil s harlot 42 finally reason and empiricism were once

more united in a sort of hegelian synthesis in the seventeenth
century scientific reformation

although there has been much criticism of haydn s thesis
some writers particularly literary critics and art historians
have found his book provocative the orderliness precision
and optimism of renaissance literature and art writes baird
whitlock gave way after 1520 to expressions and feelings of
uncertainty and unresolved tensions doubts of man s capa-
bility of ordering his world threw men back upon a belief in
the supernatural agency of god this unfortunately not only
lead to a cleansing of the church s actions and attitudes it also
brought back the evils of suspected witchcraft and the practices
of the inquisition in art this reversion to medieval outlooksout looks
was expressed in the mannerist distortion of forms in its
studies of unusual light effects and its exaggerations of both

direct attack on kristeller s view has come from giocchino paparelli who boldly
equates humanism with renaissance thereby contradicting kristeller s dis-
tinction between the literary humanist movement and the later philosophical
renaissance giocchino paparelli fantasfentasferitas humanitashum anitas dividisidivinitasdtvinitasnitasnijas iele components
dellumanesimodellumaneshno messina firenze 1960 see the review of papaparelliar ililiilil inin nicolas
perella humanism and the spirit of the renaissance lraitairaitalicaica XL 1963
13243132 43

hiram haydn the counter renaissance new york scribners 1950
xiii

baird whitlock the counter renaissance bibliotnquebibliotheque dhumanisme et
renaissance XX 1958 441 also see eugenioeugenic battisti s recent and very de-
tailed study of the same subject lantirinascimento milan feltrinelli 1962
battisti s outstanding work on sixteenth century culture deserves much wider cir-
culationcu among non italian readers but unfortunately has not yet been translated
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perspective and color in order to emphasize or suggest theo-
logical and spiritual conflict rather than depict human or
natural beauty it seems to me to be a travesty of the meaning
of cultural periods whitlock concludes to think of the
reformation and counterreformationcounter reformation as parts of the renais-
sance their whole mood was antagonistic to the growing
humanism of the earlier period 44

many of the recent studies however have been less inter-
ested in periodizationperiodization than in defining the motives of renais-
sance culture arnold hauser for example while not over-
enthusiastic about the period in general and insisting that the
roots of most renaissance characteristics lay deep in the mid-
dle ages is impressed by the naturalism and realism of gifgig

teenthsteenth century art especially florentine he also emphasizes
its uniformity and depiction of cultural totality which neither
gothic art before it nor baroque a century later achieved 45

few men have been more in the center of the renaissance
controversy than the art critic and historian erwin panofsky
developing a theme which he began many years ago panofsky
concludes in his renaissance and renascences in western art
that there was a renaissance which started in italy in the first
half of the fourteenth century extended its classicizingclassicizing ten-
dencies to the visual arts in the fifteenth and subsequently
left its imprint upon all cultural activities in the rest of
europe 46 panofsky demonstrates that from the fourteenth
century through the sixteenth men were convinced that the
period in which they lived was a new age sharply different

whitlock the counter renaissance p 449 john L lievsay and H G
koenigsbergerKoenigsberger both agree that there was a sharp difference between the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries but do not accept the haydn whitlock suggestion that it
was a decline from the former to the latter lievsay maintains that the late six-
teenth century wasws more important than any earlier period in italian literature
especially in its influence on england soc and hist iinirr the ren ppap 495649 56
koenigsbergerKoenigsberger demonstrates that the apparently decadent italian culture of the
second half of the sixteenth century really represented a shift in emphasis and
expression rather than a deterioration decadence or shift changes in the
civilization of italy and europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
transactions of the royal society 5thath ser X 19601960 1181 18

arnold hauser the social history of art new york knopf 1952 and
vintage books i9601960 in this respect see also rudolf wittkower architectural
Priniprinciplesplespies in the age of humanism london the warburg institute 1952
cf B L ullman renaissance the word and the underlying concept
studies in philology XLIX 1952 10518105 18 frederick B artz from the
renaissance to romanticism trends in style in art literature and music 1300-
1830 chicago university of chicago press 1962 and ernest dewald
italian painting 120016001200 1600 new york holt rinehart and winston 1961

renaissance and renascences in western art stockholm almqvist and
wiksell 1960 p 42
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from the medieval pastpast47 he admits there were numerous
medieval rebirths but his examination of each discloses them
to be transitory and limited in comparison with the fifteenth
century renaissance this renaissance amounted to what the
biologists would call a mutational as opposed to an evolutional
change a change both sudden and permanent 48

VI
in the field of renaissance science the last fifteen years

have marked a turning point in the previous two decades
those who upheld the preeminence of the renaissance in sci-
ence were all but laughed out of court by the prevailing view
that for natural science humanism was an almost unmitigated
curse 449 although this outlook has not been reversed it has
been modified few scholars will now deny that the renaiss-
ance contributed far less to scientific discovery methodology
or thought than did the seventeenth century but even fewer
consider it a period of complete scientific stagnation part of
the reason for this is the recognition that indirect contributions
to scientific thought and development were implicit in much
of the work of the humanists philosophers and artists of the
renaissance and partly due to a broadened conception of
what constitutes science

in his article the role of art in the scientific renais-
sance for example giorgio de santillana illustrates the
significant part played by the renaissance artist in advancing
the study and practice of anatomy optics experimentation and
observation 50 he agrees with panofsky that art provided the

see franco simone s outstanding II11il Rinascimento francese turin societasocietal
editriceEd itrice internazionaleInternazionale 1961 on the renaissance attitude toward its time

renaissance and renascences p 162 panofsky further illustrated the
almost autonomous nature of the renaissance equally separated from the middle
ages and from the modern world by the close association of art and science in
the period a phenomenon which from the seventeenth century on ceased to be
true artist scientist genius notes on the renaissance dammerung in
the renaissance six essays ppap 12182121 82

49jJ H randall making of the modern mind rev ed boston houghton
mifflin 1940 p 212

in marshall clagett ed critical problems in the history of science
madison university of wisconsin press 1959 ppap 35653365556553653533 65 this view is re-

flected in the increased interest in leonardo da vinci s contributions to sciencesciencesee for example kenneth clarkdarkoark leonardo da vinci a note on the relation
between his science and his art history today 11II 1952 30113301 13 george
sarton six wings men of science in the renaissance bloomington indiana
university press 1957 ppap 21933219 33 J H randall the place of leonardo da
vinci in the emergence of modern sciences journal of the history of ideas
XIV 1953 191202191 202 and ivor B hart the world of leonardo da vinci

toronto nelson 1961
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means for transmitting observations into ideas in the same
publication A R hall extends santillana s conclusions to
the scholars as well as the artists and craftsmen 1 hall demon-
strates that by providing new raw materials and by correlating
the work of the craftsmen and the scholars the renaissance
provided the milieu necessary for the scientific revolution of
the seventeenth century

but the most interesting transformation is the dramatically
changed views of george sarton the celebrated harvard his-
torian of science in 1929 sarton declared from the scientific
point of view the renaissance was not a renaissance that age
of tremendous revival was a golden age of arts and
letters but to the historian of science it is on the whole
disappointing 12 but in 1952 he announced in the field of
science the novelties during the renaissance were gigantic
revolutionary the renaissance scientists introduced not
a new look but a new being the novelty was often so great
that one could hardly speak of a renaissance or rebirth it was
a real birth a new beginning put it this way he concluded
11 the renaissance was a transmutation of values a new deal
a reshuffling of cards but most of the cards were old the
scientific renaissance was a new deal but many of the cards
were new 3 among the factors responsible for the new out-
look and achievements during the renaissance sarton singles
out the invention of movable type printing as the most import-
ant

john herman randall s views seem to have changed much
less than sarton s over the last thirty five years he still mawmaimain-
tains

ln
that the movement we know as the renaissance was

indeed a rejection of this scientific interest for other concerns

A R hall the scholar and the craftsman in the scientific revolution
clagett critical problems ppap 3233 23

12george sarton science in the renaissance in J W thompson et al
the civilization of the renaissance new york ungar 1929 p 75

r sarton the quest for truth scientific progress during the renaissance
the renaissance six essays p 57 also reprinted in robert M palter ed
toward modern science new york noonday press 1961 11II 3243 24 cf six
plugswings 4 harcourt brown maintains in the renaissance and historians of
science studies in the renaissance VIII 19601960 274227 42 that sarton never
really changed his position on renaissance science he merely became more
interested in the human qualities of some of the renaissance men like leonardo
da vinci but sarton never to my knowledge withdrew his fundamental view
that the so called renaissance was an episode between two creative ages a period
of preparation for the truly great seventeenth century p 42
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practical artistic and at bottom religious 54 with the excep-
tion of a few areas such as optics perspective printing and
possibly anatomy says randall the concrete contributions of
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries to scientific discovery
were few nevertheless during that period many of the impedi-
ments and pitfalls to the development of scientific thought
were removed and the way was prepared for the great
awakening of the seventeenth century all of which empha-
sizes the scientific orientation of our time and the tendency to
praise or condemn previous eras in proportion to their contri-
bution to science 55

although he does believe there was relative stagnation of
the natural sciences during the fifteenth and for the first
half of the sixteenth century 50 robert klein insists that many
humanists of the period made positive contributions to scien-
tific thought and practice much of which was not actually
applied until later men like agricola cardan scaliger mer
cater alberto and ficinocicino made the renaissance a unique
period in science as well as in humanities A limited but per-
ceptive summation of the trend in current interpretation may
be seen in marie boas the scientific renaissance 1450163014016301450140 1630
which is intended to show that the period from 1450 to 1630
constitutes a definite stage in the history of science

it was an era of profound change but the change was
curiously consistent equally this era marks a break with the
past I1 do not wish to deny the importance or validity of the
mediaevalmediaeval contribution to science especially to mathemeathemmathematicalaticalamical

physics but however much sixteenth century scientists drew
from the science of the fourteenth century they were sepa

randall the career of philosophy p 49 in somewhat the same light
seeasee A R hall the scientific revolution 150018001500 1800 boston beacon press
1954 alexandre koyrekoyr6kobre from the closed world to the infinite universe
baltimore johns hopkins press 1957 and herbert butterfield the origins

of modern science new ed new york macmillan 1957
alistair crombie also illustrates the trend of recent historians of science

to look more favorablyfaorably upon the renaissance in direct proportion to its disasso-
ciation with humanism augustine to galileo the historbistorhistoryy of science APAD
4001650400 1650 cambridge mass harvard university press 1953 and robert
grossetesteGrosse teste and the origins of experimental science 110017001100 1700 oxford
clarendon press 19531955 paul Chauchard ehumanismelhumanisme et la science pamisparis
spes 1961

robert klein les humanisteshum anistes et la science bibliothquebibliotheque dhumansmedhumanisme
et renaissance XXIII 1961 7 strangely enough jean pelseneerPelseneer in la
r6formereformereforce du xviexvi1evie siclesicie Aa 11 origine de la science modernemodeanemo derne la science au
seiziemeseizinzeseiselziemezinzezinie siclesieclesiccle colloque international de royaumontRoyaumont paris hermann 1960
ppap 15365153 65 sees the origin of modern science in the reformation particularly
in the socially outward view of protestantism
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rated from it by three generations passionate attempt to re-
vive graecogracco roman antiquity inin f 1 fteenthfifteenthsteenth century europe
the attempt to discoverrediscoverre and relearn what the greeks had
known dominated men s minds inin 1450 the brilliant innova-
tions of the sixteenth century showed that this knowledge
once assimilated had surprising implications the revolution-
ary theories and methods of the 15401540 s were fully realisedrealizedreali sed by
16316301650 57

the meaning of the literature surveyed here can best be
judged by each one for himself yet it seems apparent that
there are present some common denominators that merit em-
phasis the view for example that the renaissance constitutes
a distinctive period in western development appears as a
recurring theme in recent renaissance interpretation it is
repeatedly viewed as an epoch which was creative in many
ways yet decadent in others a crucial period if not transi-
tional in the ferguson sense at least evanescent lying between
the equally distinctive civilizations of the middle ages and
that of more modern times and having a very lasting effect
upon the latter the characteristics and features of this period
look different to different people but most agree that it was
both a time of great change and of stagnation of evolving
methods and outlooksoutlooks and reaching out into the unknown
while at the same time groping back into the resources of the
medieval and classical past it was the renaissance

the rise of modern science new york and london harper and
brothers collins 1962 11II 13



to joseph smith

rough stone cut from the mountain without hands
why can t I1 match my will to your demands
Is it I1 love the flesh the world the devil
too much to sacrifice my taste for evil
or does my natural self now slave now ffreeree
of this or that resent the hyperbole
of total dedication to one cause
no matter what in spite of truth or laws
I1 would in shadows dwell knowing the rights
the wrongs the damned and satisfied with sights
of higher kingdoms as they come and go
christ could assign me to a bungalow
but you second to christ in saving men
shall I1 respect love worship or hate you then
or can I1 blend these four as others do
and see you next to god and christ yet you
your life is less divine but more intense
for mortal it assaults intransigence
by proving that the flesh can take like stone
A polish that approximates god s throne
but there is flesh and flesh and mine in doubt
laziness anger lust and pride decked out
resists the edge of christ and keeps its feel
battered but never rounded by the wheel
the certain call of god comes to but few
I1 cannot hear as easily as could you

R A CHRISTMAS

mr christmas a doctoral candidate in medieval literature at the univer-
sity of southern california completed his MA in 1963 at the university of
california berkeley where he won the ina coolbrith memorial poetry prize
in 1962
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the challenge and responsibility
of the LDS teacher 1

by BRUCE B CLARK

the subject of this paper originally delivered as a talk to
graduating english majors and the english faculty at brigham
young university and now slightly revised as an essay is an
ominous one the responsibilities resting on the shoulders of
a teacher as any teacher knows are both frightening and
wonderful no role unless it is parenthood provides a more
awesome challenge than does teaching and it is in the realm
of these challenges and responsibilities that I1 wish to share
some thoughts

because I1 am an english teacher what I1 say will have a
special relevancy to the teaching of english but I1 hope I1 have
spread the focus enough to encompass the broad field of teach-
ing as a whole also part of what I1 say will explore the chal-
lenges that all teachers share and part will explore the special
challenges peculiar to LDS teachers

As a beginning let me describe seven types of teachers that
I1 feel we should determine with all our will power never to
become

1 1 first is the sentimentalist the teacher who reacts
emotionally to everything and everyone he teaches I1 don t
believe a teacher can get away with gushy sentimentality even
in grade school the children will see through it and mock it
certainly in junior high and high school the weepy or sac-
charine teacher will be looked on by students as both shallow
and weak the ineffectiveness indeed the harm of such a
teacher in college is so obvious as to need no comment we
cannot teach those who do not respect us and no one respects
the sentimentalist not even his fellow sentimentalists 1 I am
not of course talking against genuine sentiment which has
its place in education as in life and lies at the center of litera-
ture the difference between sentiment and sentimentality

an address given at the english department award banquet may 15 1964
dr clarkdarkoark is professor of english and chairman of the english department

at brigham young university
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is the difference between emotion that is honest and emotion
that is cheap surfacy and false

2 second is the cynic the sophisticated intellectual
egotist who believes in nothing not even the subject that he
teaches he analyzes to scorn and examines to ridicule criti-
cism for him means hypercriticismhyper criticism he is skilled at finding
fault with all that he reads and with all of the students he
teaches in his role as teacher he is at the opposite extreme
from the sentimentalist scorning all forms of sentiment both
the true and the imitative and in his dread of being regarded
as soft or wholesome he sustains a pose of flippancy and
snobbish boredom students may learn from such a teacher but
often he will do them harm greater than the help he gives
them

3 the third undesirable type the sadist is a first cousin
of the cynic his attitude towards everything including espe-
cially his students is negative always and he prides himself in
failing as many students as possible justifying himself by his
high academic standards he delights in student blunders

because they give him an opportunity to ridicule his students
are in the grip of his power and he punishes them without
mercy finding fault equally with all that they do and all that
they don t do much like a setebos delighting in the plight of
a caliban he enjoys the suffering of others and seems even to
get a masochistic pleasure out of his own sour attitude pes-
simism is his dominant mood sarcasm is his main weapon low
grades are his principal threats and his students are his victims

4 fourth is the egoistic show off the teacher who uses
his classroom mostly as a theater in which to parade his per-
sonalitysona lity before a captive audience he is so interested in him-
self that he has little concern for others including especially
his students whether they learn or don t learn whether they
fail or pass is secondary to the marvelous experience they
have of seeing and hearing him and he hopes that they appre-
ciate him as he deserves to be appreciated in my criticism of
such a teacher I1 don t want to imply that teaching should be
dull and fflatfiatlat quite the contrary it should be as vivid as pos-
sible and every good teacher is properly part showman per-
haps even with a tinge of the prima donna in his nature but
teaching that focuses on the teacher s desire to display himself
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rather than on the needs of the students will always I1 think
be bad teaching

5 fifth is the faddist the hobbyhorsehobby horse rider the teacher
with narrow interests who cannot see beyond his own myopia
here we find the classicist who sees nothing of value in mod-
ern literature and art and the modernist who views all litera-
ture and art before 1900 as uselessly old fashioned the ameri-
can enthusiast who won t waste his or his students time on
foreign works and the traditionalist who feels that only
the uninformed will stoop to read an american book the
preacher type teacher who turns art into a tool for instruction
using only those works that are explicitly didactic and the
obscurantist who scorns anything that can be understood the
scientist who sees nothing worthwhile in art the artist who
sees nothing worthwhile in science and the moralist who sees
nothing worthwhile in either art or science narrowness and
prejudice can ruin an otherwise able teacher who in his limited
vision often becomes a cultist crusading to shape his students
in his own narrow image and labeling as evil anyone who
doesndoean t share his constricted views in religion such narrowness
can be especially dangerous for one narrow man s orthodoxy
may well be another narrow man s heresy in religion as in
literature as in art as in education as in life the broad view
should be cultivated not at the sacrifice of truth or of critical
standards but with the reward of truth and of deepened criti-
cal standards and all of this I1 believe is in harmony with
the prophet joseph smith s counsel that we should seek all
things virtuous lovely and praiseworthy getting the riches of
the mind and spirit out of the world s best books

6 sixth is the information giver the teacher who deludes
himself into believing that he is fulfilling his teaching role
when like a machine he feeds students a mass of facts and has
them parrot the information back in examinations years ago
I1 took a course in shakespeare from a famous shakespearean
scholar I1 looked forward to the course with excitement and
left it with disappointment in it we learned every detail of
shakespeare s life every date in and around his career multi-
tudinoustudinous facts about the publication of all his plays and about
their sources innumerable items of information about the
shakespearean theater and the language of shakespeare s

london and the politics of shakespeare s england everything
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in short except an understanding of shakespeare I1

s writings
we had missed the most important thing and with this
missed all of the other things were of little importance I1 am
not suggesting that knowledge is unimportant it is very im-
portantportant both as an end in itself and as a tool but beyond
knowledge lie principles and relationships and thought pro
cessesbesses and value judgments that should be the ultimate concern
of both a teacher and his students ignorance is dangerous but
knowledge without responsibility may be more dangerous
more than to give information a teacher needs to help guide
a student s mind to think and even beyond that to help him
shape his character giving information is easy forming a
thinking mind is hard and shaping a strong character is
hardest of all partly because it must be shaped mostly from
within giving information is only the beginning of a teacher s

responsibility the end isis to stimulate excite motivate lift
challenge inspire

7 seventh is the 11wage earner teacher the person for
whom teaching isis primarily just a job just a way to make a
living I1 am not implying that a teacher should work for a sub-
standard salary he should not As a highly trained professional
person he is worthy of an adequate salary and should get it
but if he is a first quality teacher he will work for higher
wages than money his reward will be the growth of his stu-
dents and of his own vision and the satisfaction of unselfishly
giving himself in the service of the human struggle upward
As teachers we must resist the trend of our time to demand
more and more money for less and less work and we should
also resist a growing tendency among ourselves to waste our
energy in complaining about salaries and about the burden of
papers to correct and students to advise and committees to
serve on we need to subdue any feeling within us that teach-
ing is just a job and cultivate an attitude of dedication in our
work at least we must do this if we want to rise above being
mere wage earners and become great teachers frankly I1 worry
about the future of our profession when I1 see such teachers as
P A christensen and orea tannertanner2tanners reach retirement age with
such as karl young following only a few years behind will
those of us who are younger fill their places we may have

professors emeriti of english at brigham young university having served
as outstanding teachers on the provo campus since 1927 and 1938 respectively
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the knowledge and the skill but will we have the power and
the dedication

up to this point I1 have been talking mostly about extreme
attitudes that as teachers we should avoid let me shift ground
a little now and talk more directly about our goals in teaching
first I1 believe we should recognize that above all else we
exist professionally to serve our students this means that we
should be concerned about them and available to them outside
the classroom as well as in it for much of our best teaching is
done outside the classroom if we hide from our students
making ourselves as inaccessible as possible we are neglecting
one of our major responsibilities

some say we should be as objective as possible in teaching
treating each student impersonally to the extent that this
applies to standards of grading I1 agree that it is the proper
and necessary attitude but to the extent that it applies to our
relationship with the personalities of the students we must see
them as individuals every student is a unique personality and
must be approached uniquely the right way of handling one
student may well be the wrong way for another and we must
treat each as sensitively and wisely as possible

I1 remember a boy suffering from cerebral palsy whose
brilliant mind was hampered with spasms that weakened the
control of his body he needed special arrangements to com-
plete his examinations and I1 would have been inexcusably
unfair if I1 had treated him the same as the other students

that boy s uniqueness was of course visible and invited
immediate sympathy sometimes the injury is hidden inside I1
remember a freshman english student who was so torn emo-
tionallytionally that she could not complete some of her assignments
A few months earlier her father had shot her mother and
stuffed the body down an abandoned well because themotherthe mother
had caught the father molesting this girl his own daughter
the father then shot himself as a posse approached his hideout
in a clump of mountain trees this girl had seen too much of
life and too little of love she needed the special understanding
that a teacher can give when the parents have failed

sometimes too we must be firm and seemingly harsh it
is easier to be tenderly considerate than to be rigid but some-
times rigidity is needed I1 remember a boy who asked me to
falsify a grade because he said he was suffering from an in
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curable disease and did not want to die with a D on his
record he was a brash boy who had never learned to be hon-
est with himself always he had found a way to maneuver
around the truth I1 told him that it was better to die with a

D on his record than with a lie on his conscience this is
the cruellestcruellest thing I1 have ever told a student but it was right
at least I1 think it was right

these are dramatic examples but in less extreme ways
all of our students are unique personalities and need to be
treated as such if we are to influence them beyond just feeding
them information I1 shall never forget the student who came
to my office three or four years ago and said you are the
worst teacher I1 ever had and 1I ve had some bad ones I1 was
stung by his comment not by the falseness of it but because
as I1 thought the course over it was true I1 was his worst
teacher at least I1 was for him a bad teacher he had special
academic problems and I1 had failed to help him overcome
them I1 may have been a good teacher for other students in
the class but I1 was a bad teacher for this particular student
our responsibility is not only to teach part of the students but
to teach all of them who come to us and when a student
fails a teacher fails also

I1 suppose there has never been a teacher skilled and power-
ful enough to reach all his students but we need to try there
is the student who sleeps with bored or weary eyes and the
one who sleeps with eyes open but mind closed the one who
says 1I dare you to teach me and the one who like a sponge
uncritically absorbs everything the girl who has learned to
use her body more than her mind and the boy who spends his
time looking at her the would be writer who thinks that his
small talent excuses him from learning anything and the
memorizer who confuses an accumulation of facts for genuine
knowledge the girl who always has a sympathy winning ex-
planation for her failure to measure up to her image of her-
self and the boy who has brilliant possibilities but is so torn
in the depths of his own thoughts that all we can see is a
tangled mass of potentiality the student who tries very hard
and is very sweet and very wholesome but just doesndoean t have
the mental strength to come through and the one who terrifies
because he is obviously brighter than the teacher the gregari-
ous student whose personality makes him always the center of
a circle and the one who is a misfit in all groups and all sit
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uatinationsons the student who never speaks because he has nothing
to say and the one who never speaks although he has much
to say and the one who speaks often even though he has
little to say all of these and the hundreds of others equally
diverse all must be reached at least we should try

part of our responsibility is to help students enjoy the
excitement of learning perhaps teaching should at times be
painful but it should never be dull I1 came out of high school
hating english although I1 had loved it in earlier years A suc-
cession of dull teachers had poisoned me against it the worst
of whom was the football coach who taught english to round
out his schedule and who spent one full semester reading to
us the bridge of san luis rey in the flattest most drearily
monotonous voice I1 haveihavechave ever heard in a classroom the only
things that saved me from hating the whole world of literature
were a mother who encouraged me to love books and an inner
compulsion that caused me to write dozens of grim short
stories and romantic poems in secret and to read endlessly it
wasngasn t until I1 was lucky enough to have wallace stegner as a
freshman english teacher in college that I1 rediscovered a plea-
sant relationship between the formal study of english in the
classroom and the things I1 was reading and writing in secret
even then I1 was so conditioned against english that three more
years were needed to get the poison and my passing desire
to be a chemist out of my system so that I1 could return to
the first love of my boyhood literature and could decide that
teaching english would be my life

therefore I1 repeat perhaps teaching should at times be
painful but it should never be dull the best guarantee against
poor discipline is good teaching if the teaching is good
enough the students will be attentive and responsive when
students are bored and unruly the best solution is not harsher
rules but better teaching

I1 would like to say a little more about the hard work of
being a good teacher because I1 think it is hard work hard
and long anyone who thinks otherwise can probably find and
keep a job teaching but he won t be a good teacher one of
the unfortunate things about teaching as a profession is that
all teachers whether strong or weak energetic or lazy in-
spired or dull are paid about the same oh we hear talk of
merit pay etc but the truth is that the best teachers aren t
paid much more than the worst teachers they may be worth
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several times as much but they won t be paid according to
their worth the strong ones will be paid too little and the
weak ones will be paid too much therefore the rewards for a
good teacher must be other than money fortunately the
rewards are abundant and they are available daily including
the wonderful pleasure of teaching itself

if we aageacee good teachers we will have to work hard just to
complete our daily tasks even so I1 don t think most of us ever
reach our potentiality as thinking creative human beings most
people including both those of us who are teachers and those
who are students operate at about half efficiency I1 fear we
sleep too much eat too much idle too much and waste too
much time in trivia we need to work harder think deeper
exchange ideas more constructively and create more abund-
antly one of our special problems as teachers is that we talk
constantly about the need to do scholarly and creative work
and then spend hours of precious time explaining why we
don t have time to do these things I1 am convinced that we do
have time if we will organize and discipline it many years ago
I1 planned to do a great deal of writing in fact I1 thought
writing would be my central career then came doctoral work
and teaching and writing was forgotten well not really for-
gotten but pushed to some indefinite time in the future then
about five years ago I1 read some place the awful comment
that if one has not published by the time he is forty he will
never publish I1 was annoyed by the statement partly because
I1 was already a little past forty and I1 determined to write
now in the past four years which have been the most crowded
of my life I1 have made time to write in spite of increasingly
extensive administrative responsibility and without giving up
teaching even for a semester because teaching is the relaxation
that keeps me sane in an otherwise too tense existence if
I1 can do it anyone can do it at least any of you can do it

As a final point I1 want to comment on what I1 feel are our
special responsibilities as LDS teachers particularly for those
of us who teach LDS students in an LDS school above all
I1 think we have a special responsibility to live the gospel re-
maining as true as we can to its fundamental principles I1
have heard some say that we have no more responsibility than
do all members of the church but I1 don t feel this way I1
feel that because we are selected to teach the youth of the
church we have a special responsibility to be loyal and spiritual
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in our personal lives our students need to observe our activity
in the church to sense our ffaithaithgaithalth to hear our convictions I1 do
not mean that we should spend our class time preaching to
our students our responsibility is to teach the subject matter
for which we are professionally trained and besides preaching
tends only to alienate the most sensitive of the students but
occasionally we need to let students know where we stand on
the vital issues of the spirit they need to know that we have
studied philosophy and literature and science and remained
strong in our faith in the gospel they need to know that we
have explored the unanswerable questions with our testimonies
intact I1 am not asking that we betray our integrity I1 am
asking only that we fulfill and share it

As I1 say all of this I1 hope no one feels I1 am denying my
loyalty to the world of literature and art that I1 respect so
much I1 believe we have a solemn obligation to teach in har-
mony with the fundamental principles and practices of the
church and I1 believe we have an equally solemn obligation
to be defenders of liberal culture and the humanities and
which is most important of all for me I1 believe we can keep
both loyalties strong without hypocrisy or double talk or
double think through the centuries literature and especially
poetry has been the bulwark of man s faith and the guardian
of his spiritual ideals as well as the goad to his conscience
that there should be or seem to be a battle between religion
and art is most regrettable of course there are extremists on
both sides but we should lament them not extol them we
should pity the men of religion who see art as an obstacle to
their chrichristianstian faith and we should pity the men of art who
see religion as an enemy to their ideals many have deplored
the rift between religion and art and many have pleaded for
an armistice but too often the crusader for religion has been
willing to compromise only on his terms with the bulk of art
thrown out of his ideal christian republic and only that left
which can be turned into the handmaiden of religion and too
often the crusader for art has been willing to compromise only
on his terms with religion knuckling under to acknowledge
not only its sins and prejudice but also the ultimate supremacy
of art if the war between religion and art is lamentable the
efforts to end the war with such unequal compromises are
hardly less lamentable As LDS teachers we need to speak
courageously our confidence that liberal education and religion
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are comrades in arms against the common foes of selfishness
materialism and all things maudlin superficial and gross
this is the goal of education and this is the challenge of the
first quality teacher

I1 have been talking about the ideal teacher my students
will testify that as a teacher I1 too fall short my only plea is

that I1 am human and that however inadequate I1 see the
vision



the other presences in
irish life and literature

DOUGLAS HILL

sir john mahafjahafmahaffyfy once said in ireland the inevitable never
happens the unexpected always it is partly for this reason that
the traveler there frequently comes away with an absurd rag
bag of generalizations quaint stories and customs for example
that are aften dazzling distortions of fact or captivating em-
bellishmentsbellish ments of truth once having publicly expressed them
however he can return to ireland only at the peril of good
natured but nevertheless embarrassing derision perhaps some
satisfaction comes in knowing that the irish themselves are not
much more accurate at analyzing their motives and emotions
institutions and histories at worst they read their own publi-
city and imitate themselves shamelessly at best they live lives
of charming disorder and hospitable individuality indeed the
irish no less than the visitor are perplexed by ambivalent
beliefs victimized by beautiful green hills and sparkling
brooks beguiled by mysterious catholicism and pagan mytho-
logy therefore any study that undertakes a clarification of the
irish character must also be an apology for no matter how
careful the writer how sound the argument or fresh the in-
sights error is likely to blunder in but it is the very likelihood
of error that makes the irish endlessly fascinating

if there is any consistent revelation of character at all it
seems to survive in literature discovery and rediscovery stimu-
late expression the irish literary renaissance happily but not
necessarily fortuitously coincided with the reawakening of
the national and historical spirit perhaps one could never have
occurred without the other with almost an excess of patriot-
ism and love of ancient lore the irish achieved independence
from england and at the same time literary rediscovery the
patriots turned their patriotism to literature and the writers
turned theirtheir literature to patriotism but instead of wracking
the land with sentimentality they produced works of high

mr hill instructor of english at brigham young university spent 1962-
63 on leave in ireland
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merit and penetrating beauty their zeal for a new irish state
based on ancient tradition and gaelic faith and tenacity led
to a surge of creativity unlike anything ireland had known for
centuries today there is no common enemy around which the
irish spirit can rally but the love of ancient gaelic lore still
burns as brightly as ever the land still lends itself well to
stories just as it did during the renaissance and the days of
the shanachiesshanachies or wandering story tellers in other words
literature still has a momentous bearing in irish reality and
imagination

the irish still have the child s capacity for belief the child
really lives in two worlds the one is much the same as the
adult s full of tangible rational impingementsimpingements on the mind
the other is no less real but exists in the imagination what is
true for one world may be false for the other and certainly
one cannot be explained by the other even when a child knows
there is no hobgoblin in his room he is not exempt from fright
if it peers threateningly from the forests of his imagination
the adult makes no sense whatsoever and offers little comfort
when he tells a child that his fears are only imaginary because
it is precisely those imaginary fears that are most vivid in-
forming a child of the improbability of dragons lurking behind
corners in a darkened house fails to dispel the reality of those
evil creatures simply because they live in his imagination and
the truth of their existence is incontrovertible the irish like
the child place their fears and hopes where they belong with-
out altering their significance or enervating their impact on
their consciousness and if they so choose they can transform
the facts of one world into the facts of another in a sense the
primal instinct to mythologize is still intact and flourishing
though mythology isncisn t necessary for literature mythological
thinking is that is the free use of the imagination the search-
ing nostalgia for the hesperides of the mind or that tantaliz-
ing irish land of youth tir na n og this mythological think-
ing so evident in contemporary irish life and literature is
what gives the gael his peculiar visionary detachment from the
harshness of his environment

the lore of places is always with the irish they stand in
connemaraConnemara when the air and sky are uncommonly still looking
out over the horizon where the clouds lie in streaks of dark
and white silence the turf is somber and rich in the subdued
light bank after bank of soft scumbledstumbledscumbled earth not a bird stirs
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in the sunken fields the lake gurgles queerly and the light
reflecting off its surface is cold and bright all the pagan
enchantment of ancient erin is here the dark landscape the
icy light on the lake the apprehensive cessation of animal
sounds there is a feeling of other presences and alter pur-
poses conchubar seems to call from the waters and to beckon
from bent reeds in the shallows the irish are bewitched and
frightened an excess of indefinable emotions pours through
them as they stand confronted with the mystical past speaking
to the present whispering through the gorse and hawhawthornthoin
shrubs surrounding the lake

again the afternoon landscape near maam cross is dark
and turfy and glides away into a thin milky mist under a
polished nickel sky now gleaming more brightly over the
sea now fading into the soft blue rubble of mountains in the
north rocks and turf thrown up by somesome great hand of the
past in the fine white haze of a moonlit night the ancient
trees rocks sod and shrubs all melt and absorb each other and
rise in silhouette against the sky like a broken body chewed
and spat out upon the ground all bear reminder of hordes
and legions of men ripping and plowing up the centuries then
sinking into bogs like their dreams of glory and conquest the
wind is like the long steady cry from angus s horn announcing
his arrival from the bowels of the earth but angus never
comes and the horn blows on endlessly

one is tempted however to ask if the irish really do be-
lieve in these historical or mythological presences the answer
is yes they are just as real to the irish imagination as the
hobgoblin is to the child s in irish folk stories and fairy
tales yeats has this to say

there are of course children of light who have set their
faces against all this though even a newspaper man if you
entice him into a cemetery at midnight will believe in phan-
toms for every one is a visionary if you scratch him deep
enough but the celt is a visionary without scratching

devin garrity says in his introduction to the irish genius

what about fairies and leprechaunsleprechauns it is reported that
when a certain hollywood producer went to ireland recently
in search of some genuine little people he was given a
rough time perhaps the irish attitude might best be summed
up by a certain old country woman who was asked whether
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she believed in fairies and who gave the only possible an-
swer of course not but they re there as indeed they are

one who has read about irish pookasbookas cluricaunes and fir
darrigsdarries need only bicycle across a moonlit bog in western ire-
land once to agree with yeats the old countrywoman and
devin garrity

but even when the writer finds nothing to remind him of
historical or mythological characters and events his vision
is animated with the contradictions of the landscape the
western counties are an enigma the grass doesndoean t grow it
explodes to the surface then glows with an inner fiery green
intensity even the melancholy bogs seem to smoulder with
life when the mist hangs low over the land smoking in a
precipitate attempt to burst into flame and the land itself
rolls and twists rhythmically like a waking giant yet with all
this readiness and renewal of life the land is bleak the trees
are stunted and seem to be almost screwed out of the ground
the shrubs lie close together in a tangle of protection and
their little yellow blossoms are defiant rather thanjoyousthan joyous
granite slabs and boulders obtrude everywhere like cairns and
dolmensdollensdolmens fragments of castles and villages even when the
wind breathes more benignly the trees remain permanently
bent and misshapen so that on the mildest days life huddles
close to the ground

even the mountains cold and hazy have an elusiveness
exceeding that of the clouds for in the clouds elusiveness is
expected in the mountains substantiality but when the moun-
tains are neither here nor there they must be hallucinatory or
simply a dalliance of the imagination

in connemaraConnemara the trees walls and boulders cast very long
shadows that sometimes suggest late afternoon rather than ten
or eleven in the morning the meadows are bright from the
angled sun overhead the sky is dark with clouds making the

inintensitytensity of light quite a perplexity the bright sunshine occuroccurs
unexpectedly in a grove of oaks upon a wet road over a lake
it looks as if it seeps up through the landscape rather than
down upon it everywhere the senses are shocked into a nev
reality like the flagrant mysterious violation of shadows ancanc
lights in a chirico painting

near the salmon weir bridge on the river corriacorrib gull
break upon the sky their wings rush and beat in the wind
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their winnowing cries are almost lost they wheel and hover
over the weir then bank through an updraft and fall out of
sight only to suddenly pull steeply into the sky again and into
a sudden gust of wind that carries them over the white roar
of water breaking from the spillway beyond the calamity of
screaming gulls the strange byzantine spire of university col-
lege rises out of and above the thickness of trees and even
further beyond the lean white houses overlooking the river
the green hills of ireland are dappled with the sun

yeats said that if mankind did not remember or half
remember impossible things what aran fishergirlfisher girl would sing
indeed what irishman would tell his stories or recite his
poetry if he didndian t half remember or half see the impossible
in his world surely padraic pearse must have half believed and
half disbelieved like an intoxicated man the hedgerowshedgerows
swamped with dewy spider webs on the shores of lough
aroolagh and the little smoky islands indecisively green and
vanishing before his eyes like a dream or the lime washed
cottages across the lake hovering on the verge of oblivion as
the mist grew deeper and frostier over the vine woven earth

can the collective unconscious of the irish ever be sup-
pressed in few societies is the past so vigorously a part of the
present in few societies is the contemporary scene so colored
by antecedent belief

one should never doubt the possibilities of the irish imagi-
nation at all having endured seven centuries of subjugation
the irish are now almost ferociously determined to retain their
individuality words which they have become so adept at
using are perhaps the best way they have discovered to assure
the rehabilitation and preservation of irish values and beliefs
certainly having come upon the overwhelming truth about
their environment they are right in refusing to exchange it for
something more comfortable or more glamorous there is little
likelihood that they will succumb to an easier but less creative
life they are like the trees shaped by the wind from the sea
bending with the wind however isncisn t a debasement but a
condition of survival an alertness to the vicissitudes of life
and a strong affirmation of life itself As long as the irish
retain their strength of character and love of language litera-
ture will never suffer more than a temporary decline its death
would mean the death of everything distinctively irish



an english graveyard

once I1 climbed a castled hill
and saw below me in a nook of land
A village there
so neat and prim
it flickered like a diadem

so down 1I went to find it real
but well before I1 reached the square
before I1 shook a hand
or saw such stony heads
As do their nodding over bowls

and boards of fare
I1 found a graveyard
topsy turvy by a church
undulant with grassy mounds
in some slow laughter of another time

the headstones nodding wise with epitaph
I1 walked along a grassy patnpathpatkpitkeatn
by yewsbews and elms
jotting down their dates and lore

what dowager is this who mocked the poor
what husband here with wives around
what vixen nestled there alone
and why

an easy party do they keep
As they must abounding here
and near a church

I1 would not pry
but if their headstones are awry
do they sleep

CLINTON F LARSON

dr larson is professor of english at brigham young university
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marcel schwob and
the talking machine

a tale a la poe uiavia thomas A edison
introduction and translation by JOHN A GREEN

marcel schwob nan6ne Aa chaville iele 23 aoutaoatabat 1867 d6c6d6decedebecede Aa
paris iele 26 fevrier 1905 time and weather have all but ob-
literatedliterated these words from a tombstone in the jewish section
of montparnasse cemetery and the man s niche in present
literary history is scarcely more noticeable it is not that schwob
never achieved any fame alfred vallette director of the
leading young review the mercure de france was quick to
defend him in 1892 as one of the keenest minds of our time
and soon added that schwob gave promise of defining to-
morrow s taste in literary criticism teodor de wyzewawytewa in
18951893 thought it would be tomorrow s taste in literature itself 1

only a year later schwob s livre de monelle eventually to be
described by renereng lalou as a breviary of all the influences
which acted upon symbolist sensibility 2 inspired maurice
maeterlinck to assess its pages as among the most perfect
in our symbolist literature 3 the following year young
paul valery dedicated his introduction da la methods de

leonarfleonardlonard de vinci to schwob and in 1896 when camille mau-
clair rated him one of the most brilliant of today s writers 4

both valery s soiresoiree abecavec M teste and alfred jarry s uku roirotrorrol
were dedicated to him

probably no one suspected that schwob s period of literary
creativity was already at an end and that his literary reputa-
tion unlike that of gide valery jammes and claudel would
therefore rest solely on his contributions to symbolism in the

dr green is associate professor of languages at brigham young uni-
versityversity

both vallette and wytewawyzewa wrote for the mercure de franceprance see V june
1892 165 VII march 1893 236 VIII july 1893 198 all translations
mineluine

HistohistolrehistoirehrsHis toirelre de la LiWraliteraturetufeturerufe francaisefran faisefalse contemporaine 20th ed paris 1923
p 283

mercure de france XI august 1894 367368367 368
ibid XX december 1896 457458457 458
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closing weeks of 1895 schwob had undergone the first of a
number of serious abdominal operations which caused him such
excruciating pain as to effectively terminate his literary
career As his health permitted he turned to research on
franoisfrancois villon france s greatest medieval poet and translated
shakespeare s hamlet for sarah bernhardt who used it to open
her own theater in 1899 by 1905 when schwob died he had
acquired some international status as an elizabethan scholar
and was recognized as one of the world s foremost authorities
on villon but his interests ran also to the eighteenth century
and to his contemporaries across the channel and in america
he had previously corresponded with robert louis stevenson
and george meredith and at the outset of his career had
fallen as french poets and conrcontcontourseurs had been doing for forty
years under the spell of edgar allan poe

in the early 1890 s schwob had formed a close though
brief friendship with oscar wilde wilde s star was then in
its zenith and the picture of dorian gray published in 1890-
1891 caused no little stir in paris perhaps it inspired an end-
ing to a tale schwob seems to have had in mind since 1889
the basis for that story probably was an interview accorded
by thomas A edison to the press during his visit to the paris
international exposition edison at the time was pioneering in
the development of the phonograph and une conversation
avecabec edison iele sorcierforcier de menlo park appeared on sun-
day 19 august 1889 in le petit phare a small paper pub-
lished by schwob s father in nantes the following is extracted
from that article

on the subject of the phonograph our colleague 1aaa a
reporter of the new york herald asked if it had been
brought to its highest degree of perfection

almost I1 believe said mr edison in the latest
instruments produced in my workshops you understand that
the phonograph ordinarily used in business does not come up
to the special machines I1 use for my private experiments
with these latter I1 can obtain a sound powerful enough to
reproduce the sentences of a discourse that a large audience
can listen to without any difficulty

my latest improvements have to do especially with the
aspirate sounds the weak point in our present gramophonesgramophones
for seven months I1 have been working 18 and 20 hours a
day on the single word specia sic I1 would say into the
phonograph specia specia specia and the instrument
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would answer back I1 pecia pecia pecia and I1 couldncoulden tt get
it to do anything else it was enough to drive me mad I1

kept at it however until I1 had succeeded and now you can
read a thousand words from a newspaper into a phonograph
at the rate of 150 words per minute and the machine will
repeat them back to you without one omission

you will appreciate the difficulty of the task that I1
accomplished when I1 tell you that the impressions made on
the cylinder when the aspiration of specia is produced are
no greater than a millionth of an inch in depth and are in-
visible even under the microscope

that is just to give you an idea of my work I1 am not a
theoretician and I1 don t pretend to be a savant everyone
applauds the theoreticians and the savants when they ex-
plain inin a very formal language what someone else has
done but all of their formulated knowledge put together
has never given the world more than two or three inventions
of any value it s easy to invent astonishing things but the
difficulty comes in perfecting them enough to give them
some commercial value it s the latter kind of inventions that
interest me

and what new discoveries will be made in the field of
electricity

well that s difficult to say we may one of these
days run up against one of the great secrets of nature

in december of that same year the poet robert browning
whom schwob greatly admired died the connection between
this event and the edison interview appears tenuous except
that in 1890 one year after browning s death a group of the
poet s friends gathered to pay him homage and to hear as it
were from the grave the voice of browning speaking to them
from an edison recording it was a singularly impressive event
in that day

almost a year later the paris newspapers published
schwob s latest tale

the talking machine

the man who came in holding a newspaper in his hand
had an expressive face and an intent gaze I1 remember that he
was pale and wrinkled that I1 didndian t see him smile even once
and that his way of placing his finger against his lips was
charged with mystery but what first caught one s attention
was the stifled broken sound of his voice when his speech
was slow and deep the solemn tones of that voice could be
heard with unexpected resonant silences as if there were far
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distant overtones quivering in unison but for the most part
the words tumbled from his lips and spouted forth muffled
broken discordant like the noises of cracking china there
seemed to be in him an endless host of breaking cords and
from this voice all intonation had disappeared no nuances
could be detected and it seemed remarkably old and exhausted

nevertheless this visitor that I1 had never seen before came
forward and said you wrote these lines did you not

and he read the voice which is the aerial sign of the
thought and through that of the soul which teaches preaches
exhorts prays praises and loves through which in turn the
being shows itself to exist something almost tangible to the
blind impossible to describe because it is too fluctuating and
varied simply too alive and embodied in too many sonorous
forms the voice which theophile gautier renounced telling
about in words because it isis neither sweet nor dry nor warm
nor cold nor colorless nor colored but something of all that
in another dimension this voice that one can neither feel nor
see the most immaterial of wordlygordly things the one which most
resembles a spirit science with a stylet pierces it in its flight
and buries it in little holes on a revolving cylinder

when he had finished and his tumultuous speech reached
my ear only as a muffled sound this man danced on one leg
then on the other and without opening his lips uttered a dry
rasping laugh that seemed about to split asunder

science he said the voice further on you wrote
A great poet taught that speech could not be lost since it is

movement that it was powerful and creative and that perhaps
at the ends of the world its vibrations were bringing into
existence other universes aqueous or volcanic stars blazing
new suns and we both know don t we that plato had pre-
dicted long before poe the power of the spoken word
the voice is not merely a striking on the air for the tapping
finger can strike the air and never make a voice and we also
know that on a certain day in the month of december 1890
one year to the day after the death of robert browning there
was heard at edison house coming from the casket of a
phonograph the living voice of the poet and that the sound
waves in the airair can forever be restored to life

you are savantssavanis and poets you know how to conceiveconceive
preserve even restore life the creation of it is unknown to
you
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1I looked at the man pityingly A deep line cut across his
forehead from the hairline to the bridge of the nose madness
seemed to bristle his hair and illuminate the balls of his eyes
the look on his face was one of triumph like those who
believe themselves emperor pope or god and who from the
height of their greatness despise the ignorant

yes he went on and his voice choked up the more he
tried to make it strong you have set down all that the others
know and the greater part of what they dream about but I1
am greater 1I can to borrow from poe create worlds in
movement and blazing roaring spheres with the sound from
matter without a soul and I1 have surpassed lucifer in that I1
can force inorganic things to blaspheme night and day
according to my will skins which were alive and metals which
perhaps are not yet so utter lifeless words and if it is true
that the voice creates universes in space those that I1 have
caused it to create are worlds that have died before they came
to life in my house lies a behemoth that bellows at a wave of
my hand I1 have invented a talking machine

I1 followed the man as he started for the door along
noisy well frequented streets we passed and arrived finally at
the outskirts of the city as the gas lamps behind us were
lighting up one by one before a low postern set in a black
wall the man stopped and slid a bolt we made our way
through a somber silent courtyard and then my heart filled
with anguish at the groaningsgroeningsgroan ings grating cries and syllabizedsyllabized
words which seemed to come roaring from some cavernous
gullet and these words were totally without shading just as
the voice of my guide so that in this unbounded exaggeration
of vocal sounds I1 could recognize nothing human

the man showed me into a room that I1 could not describe
because my attention was taken immediately by an awesome
monstrosity towering in the center there as high as the ceil-
ing gaped a gigantic throat blotched and swollen with folds
of black leather hanging or bulging from the tempestuous
current of air that rumbled up from its depths to pass through
two enormous trembling lips and amid the grinding of
wheels and the screaming of metal wires I1 could watch the
piles of leather shuddering and the gigantic lips yawning
falteringly deep inside the gaping red pit an immense fleshy
lobe was flapping rising dangling stretching up down right
and left A sudden burst of air shook the machine to its
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foundations and a few articulated words spouted forth uttered
by an extra human voice the explosions of the consonants
were terrifying for the P and the B lilikeilkeke the V escaped
directly from between the black and swollen labial folds as
though being born under our very eyes the D and the T
burst forth under the snarling superior mass of leather and
the R which took time to form rolled ominously the vowels
crudely modified seemed to spurt out of the yawning gullet
like notes from a trump and the lisping of the S and the SH
surpassed the horror of even monstrous mutilations

here said the man as he placed his hand on the shoulder
of a thin little woman deformed and nervous here is the
soul that works the keyboard of my machine she executes
on my piano pieces of human speech I1 have trained her to
admire my will her notes are starnmeringsstammeringsstamme dingsrings her scales and
exercises the BA BE BI BO BU of the classroom her
studies the fables I1 compose for her her fuguesdugues my lyric
pieces and poetry her symphonies my blasphemous philoso-
phy you see the keys which represent in their syllabic alpha-
bet and in only three rows all the miserable signs of human
thought I1 produce simultaneously and without being struck
down as damned the thesis and antithesis of man s truths
and those of his god

he seated the little woman at the keyboard behind the
machine listen he said in his muffled voice

and the bellows began to move under the touch of the
pedals the hanging folds of the throat filled out the mon-
strous lips quivered and gaped open the tongue began work-
ing and the clamor of the articulated speech burst forth

IN THE BEGINNINGBE GIN NING WAS THE WORD
roared the machine

this is a lie said the man it s the lie of the books we
call sacred 1I have studied for many many years I1 have opened
throats in the dissecting room I1 have listened to voices scream-
ing and weeping to sobs and sermons I1 have measured them
mathematically I1 have drawn them forth from myself and
others I1 have broken my own voice in my efforts and I1 have
lived so long with my machine that I1 speak as it does without
nuances nuances you understand are part of the soul and I1
have eliminated them here then is the truth and the new
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word and he screamed at the top of his voice but the
phrase resounded no more than a raucous whisper the
machine is going to say

I1 HAVE CREATED THE WORD

and the bellows began to move under the touch of the
pedals the hanging folds of the throat filled out the mon-
strous lips quivered and gaped open the tongue began work-
ing and the speech burst forth in one prodigious stutter

WORWORDD WORDWOR D WORWORDD
there was an extraordinary tearing of wires and crunching

of gearworkgearwork the throat sagged there was an overallover all withering
of the leather and a blast of air that swept away the syllabic
keys into a twisted heap of debris I1 couldncoulden t tell whether the
machine had refused to blaspheme or whether she who played
the words had introduced some principle of destruction into
the mechanism for the little deformed woman had disap-
peared and the man whose taut face was suddenly furrowed
with wrinkles was crisping his fingers furiously in front of
his muted mouth his voice having disappeared forever



the library and the availability
of knowledgeKnouledge
by S LYMAN TYLER

there is nothing more to the credit of a library than that
every man finds in it what he seeks having failed to find it
elsewhere so wrote gabriel naude as he outlined the steps
that were necessary to the establishment of a library in the
1640 s the argument is as sound today as some 320 years ago
but the store of knowledge or information that is available to
man and the number of individuals seeking it have increased
tremendously

possibly one of the most significant changes that have
occurred since the industrial revolution relates to the classifi-
cation availability and uses of knowledge in our rapidly
changing world to avoid duplication of effort on the part of
scholars a research library must contain in books learned
journals and technical reports an up7toup p to date record of recent
progress inin research as well as the documentary materials that
allow one age to speak to another

scholarly pursuits lead into hundreds of specialized fields
and the results of research are cataloged and classified in
order to bring them together as nearly as possible inin the col-
lection great universities with important libraries and com-
petent faculties are in a position to significantly influence
our modern societies for totodayday as inin past times power follows
knowledge this powerful ally knowledge is a formidable tool
in the hands of those wise enough to use it

more than any other institution the library of a univer-
sity is the custodian of the world s actual knowledge and
the reservoir of its potential knowledge it preserves and
makes available the results of previous human seeking it
makes possible a fruitful continuation of that search each

because of the nature of their relationship to scholarly activities three
brigham young university organizations have been invited to submit statements
for this issue on their activity and growth the university library the institute
of american indian studies and the institute of government service

professor of history and director of libraries at brigham young uni-
versityversity
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educational advance depends upon its resources and the extent
of the advance is in very direct proportion to the ability of the
library to respond

in the words of paul buck formerly provost and now
director of harvard university libraries A quality education
is impossible without a quality library he states further that
you cannot have a quality faculty without a quality library

the maintenance of strong libraries is one of the responses
universities have made to the vast increase in the bulk of
recorded knowledge to invest in a well balanced research
collection for a university library is to make a permanent in-
vestment one that will guarantee returns in terms of a crea-
tive faculty and well trained students for generations to come

it is a compliment to the faculty and students of brig-
ham young university that the administrative officers and
trustees have had sufficient faith in them to approve the con-
structionst of a library building adequate to accommodate the
growth of the collection through the 1960 s

it is a further compliment that funds have been secured
and continue to be made available to assure an orderly expan-
sion of the research collections our society is dedicated to the
idea that man s salvation is secured only as rapidly as his
knowledge grows both religiously and secularly the two to be
judiciously combined in a way that will result in a well bal
ancedalced mmanan this was the goal of brigham young when he
established the university it continues to be its reason for being

great libraries do not grow accidentally given a well
ordered building and adequate funds they are the result of
years of knowledgeable seeking and finding on the part of a
well organized library staff and an informed faculty

friends of libraries in the form of collectors who have
spent a lifetimelife time bringing together a meaningful collection in
a specialized field and bookmenbookmon who have sought out and
acquired the landmarks of scholarship and of printing and
publishing all these combine to help in the work of accumu-
lating the results of scholarship and of the arts and letters to
build a monument to man s past seeking a library

to quote naude further

and since it is commonly with readers as it was with
horace s three guests with gullet various seeking food
diverse libraries can be compared to nothing better than
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to the meadow of seneca where every living creature finds
that which is most proper for it the ox grass the hound
the hare the stork a lizard

and besides if one considers times places and new
inventions no man of judgment can doubt that it is much
easiereaslerelslereasiereisler at present to possess thousands of books than it was
for the ancients to get hundreds and that therefore it would
be a shame and eternal reproach to us to be inferior to them
in this particular inin which they may be surpassed with such
advantage and ease

in the past ten years the number of volumes in the brig-
ham young university library has more than tripled and the
collection is now very near the half million mark if it can be
doubled again before the end of the decade we will be able to
more fully accommodate the ever expanding program of the
university as well as the research efforts of its faculties

library usage at brigham young university in the past 10
years has shown a phenomenal increase A recent library
statistical report disclosed that while the student body increased
261 percent in the last decade the use of library books and
materials increased approximately 1000 percent during the
same period another substantial increase in total library use
is noted for 1963 which showed a 17.3173173175 percent hike over the
previous year while the student body enrollment for the same
period increased about 12 percent president ernest L wilki-
nson in his annual address to the brigham young university
faculty last september stated that perhaps no single develop-
ment has done more during recent years to raise academic
standards and to increase scholastic achievement at brigham
young university than the construction of the J reuben clark
jr library the president paid tribute to the new library
facilities and open stacks by asserting that this has made it
possible for the entire student body to have access to the book
collection As a result the cost of making each item available
for useviselise is now only half what it was under the closed stack
system in operation in the old library clarkdarkoark library statistics
also show that library materials are used far more extensively
in the library than those that are checked out for home use

to paraphrase the words of yale university librarian
james T babb when the library fully satisfies the scholarly
needs of its patrons both students and faculty the contribu
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tionseions of the brigham young university library to the scholarly
community in the intermountain area will be remembered long
after the winning football teams of our neighbor institutions
have been forgotten



the institute of american indian
studies at

brigham young university
PAUL E FELT and S LYMAN TTYLERYLER

prior to the arrival of europeans in the americas during
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries it is estimated that
approximately 500000 indians lived in present canada ap-
proximately 1000000 in what is now the united states and
several millions inthatenthatin that part of the americas now designated
latin america mexico central and south america

today there are some 200000 indians in canada over a
half million in the united states and a good many millions
according to the way a particular country defines an indian

usually the percentage of indian blood in latin america
since the church of jesus christ of latter day saintswhichsaints which

sponsors brigham young university has historically encour-
aged its membership to entertain a particular interest in the
american indian it may seem natural that this university
chose to organize an institute of american indian studies four
years ago

the institute s field of study includes all the indians of
the americas their past their present situation and the
prospect for the future it is anticipated that the approaches of
the various social sciences as well as the humanities and arts
will eventually be utilized in assisting non indians to more
fully understand the richness and variety represented in the
many facets of the various indian cultures

to support the research necessary to accomplish the pro-
gram as outlined work is now in progress to broaden the scope
of and to considerably enlarge the library collections that per

because of the nature of their relationship to scholarly activities three
brigham young university organizations have been invited to submit statements
for this issue on their activity and growth the university library the institute
of american indian studies and the institute of government service

director indian affairs brigham young university
professor of history and director of libraries at brigham young uni-

versityversity
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tain to the indians of the americas in addition to books the
journals of learned societies and manuscript materials are
being sought that will enable scholars to do original research
and will eventually result in publication the distribution of
these publications with the improvement in understanding of
the indians by the non indian that will follow will result in
further demand for information and a continuing enlargement
of the basic program

the institute of american indian studies exists primarily
to serve the various agencies of the church with programs
that relate to the indians of the americas to assist brig-
ham young university and other units within the unified
church school system to develop programs for the enlarge-
ment and improvement of educational opportunities for in-
dians to cooperate with governmental agencies in their at-
tempts to improve indian adjustment to and a more satisfactory
participation within the predominant society and to work with
indian tribes or groups as they attempt to solve their own
problems

to illustrate more clearly here are a few examples of the
kinds of service the institute has been able to give

alcoholism various agencies within and outside the church
have clearly shown the need for the development of programs
to combat the heavy inroads that alcholismholismalcoholismalc has made iintonto both
indian and non indian societies the institute has undertaken
studies that it is anticipated will eventually result in a pro-
gram to assist indians and those who work with indians to
better understand problems connected with the use of alcoholic
beverages the film bitter wind depicting the results of
excessive use of alcohol on a navajo ffamilyamily grew out of a
phase of this study

higher education studies to determine what benefits in-
dians expect from education have enabled us to make recom-
mendationsmendat ions that we anticipate will result in a greater ability
to fit educational programs to the specific needs of indian
peoples based on these studies the indian education program
at brigham young university presently ofoffersfers an increased
range of courses to indian students and still other courses to
improve the training of both indian and non indian who wish
to work with indians professionally are being enlarged
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cooperation with government the institute is working
with the governor s committee on indian affairs in the state
of utah to improve relations between indians and the various
state agencies that serve indians consideration is also being
given to programs that will call for an increase in inter rela
tionshipstionships between indian communities and the adjacent non
indian communities two surveys have been made by the in-
stitute to gather data essential to the progress of these pro-
grams

work with tribes research has been undertaken to assist
tribes in utah and arizona with intra tribal programs and
intertribalinter tribal relations and to develop programs involving the
relations of tribes or tribal groups with both state and federal
agencies historical research should soon result in publication
of tribal histories bibliographies and accounts of the relations
of indians with government agencies

identification of tribes and groupgroups the first phase of a
study to locate geographically identify as to tribal affiliation
and determine the population religious affiliation political
and socioeconomicsocio economic conditions of the various indian groups
throughout the americas is in progress and some preliminary
information has been made available

work with church indian committee through the execuexecl
tive secretasecretaryry of the indian committee of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints various projects are undertaken to
provide specific information useful to the agencies of the
church that work with indians an information sheet indians
of the americas is distributed periodically to keep those who
direct these agencies informed of current developments per-
taining to indians

As the membership of the church continues to increase in
latin america undoubtedly the institute of american indian
studies will continue to be able to supply useful information
concerning the indian groups that the expanding organization
will inevitably come in contact with in the meantime those
associated with the institute continue to gain experience
through their research projects and current activities



the institute of
government service

by STEWART L GROW

one of the great challenges facing mankind is to develop
attitudes and techniques which permit people to live together
happily and safely As man invents more devices of communi-
cation transportation and warfare and at the same time rapidly
increases his numbers and concentrates them in larger and
larger cities the problems become more and more complex
the result is that the problems facing government at all levels
international national state and local grow more challenging
trained personnel of good moral character and high motiva-
tion are needed to meet these challenges to train such person-
nel the institute of government service has been organized at
brigham young university

the institute of government service offers graduate train-
ing in public administration in three major areas 1 inter-
national affairs 2 national administration and 3 state
and local administration studies in the institute lead to the
master of arts or master of science degree depending on the
nature of the course work taken the type of training given
in the institute is departmentalinterdepartmentalinter in nature and attempts to
widen the student s knowledge and perspective so that he will
be qualified to make decisions in areas where complicated and
contradictory forces are at work courses are taken in a number
of departments and are arranged to augment the student s

undergraduate training and to give him additional classes in
areas in which he may have had little or no previous work

to be admitted a student must possess a bachelor s degree
from an accredited university and meet the requirements of
brigham young university for admission to graduate study
students may be admitted from a variety of backgrounds

because of the nature of their relationship to scholarly activities three
brigham young university organizations have been invited to submit statements
for this issue on their activity and growth the university library the institute
of american indian studies and the institute of government service

professor of history and political science and director of the institute of
government service
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those who have majored or minored in political science econ-
omics history psychology sociology business geography
languages or engineering will generally possess good training
entering students are required to have adequate preparation in
such fields as national history national government and basic
economics if the student lacks such background he is
required to take lower division courses which will not be
counted toward the master s degree applications for admission
should be addressed to the dean of the graduate school at brig-
ham young university

although the program of the institute of government
service is only three years old its graduates have already been
placed in a wide range of positions some have entered upon
further study leading to the phd degree others have entered
the foreign service others the national government service and
othershaveothersother haveshave chosen to work with state or local governments A
surprising number have entered business where their know-
ledge of government has been valuable in international trade
government contracting governmental and business relations
and personnel another group has found employment as teach-
ers inin junior colleges and high schools

at the present time approximately 75 students are enrolled
in the master s degree program and consideration is being
given to the further expansion of the number of options
offered within the institute



book review

WALTER R MARTIN the maze of mormonism grand
rapids michigan zondervan publishing house 1962 186
ppap 2952.95295

review is called for mainly on the strength of martin s

reputation as a specialist on the cults with a record of lec-
tures books and even editorship of something of a journal
devoted to them the preface claims for the book a reliance
on source material the first attempt in over twentyfivetwenty five years
to present a thoroughly documented historical theological and
apologetic survey of the mormon religion although recogniz-
ing the outdated and unreliable nature of much literature on
mormonism the book does not substantially alter the situa-
tion for one thing the author has not mastered his vast and
complex subject p 34 since he redundantly insists that
mormon scholars have not treated issues that have actually
been discussed many times failure to respond is taken regularly
as supporting evidence so a reviewer must protect himself
against appearing to validate what is not discussed for want
of space by paraphrasing the epilogue of john s gospel
there are many other errors in this book the which if they

were stated every one the whole journal would not contain
them

the initial chapters concern the verdict of history of
all people the star witness against joseph smith is his mother
by mentioning that josiah stoaletoal had heard of joseph smith s

powers of spiritual discernment lucy smith in martin s

view confirms the palmyra affidavits on money digging
but her narrative places stoaletoal s appearance after the visitation
of the angel and there is no reason to suppose that he heard
anything different from a garbled version of the visions
which according to joseph smith s story were perverted in
the bitter tirades against him As for the afaffidavitsfidavits they merely
prove the same thing that stories were circulated about
joseph smith martin seems to be unaware that many family
members and close associates also left recollections of this

57



58 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

period quite at variance with the gossiping residents of pal-
myra 1

the next historical judgment exposes the many difficul-
ties which the book of mormon introduces in the light of
already established facts p 5939 professor anthon s 1834
version of what he told harris is given inin order to impeach
harris with no mention that anthon s contradictions in an
1841 letter throw considerable doubt on the accuracy of his
1834 story 2 concerning the reformed egyptian of the book
of mormon no one has ever been able to find the slightest
trace of the language p 44 such a statement betrays a
great deal of ignorance of both egyptian and language in
general which is always being reformed demotic egyptian
of origin not long before lehi s exodus is certainly a re-
formed egyptian as are other well known and less known
variations given the facts of a millennium s isolated existence
and social degeneration any linguist would expect precisely
what moroni describes mormon 9324932 4 without knowing
it martin raises a similar problem by arguing that american
indians are racially mongoloid with neither physical nor
blood type affinities to the near east but the one thing that
emerges clearly from a cursory look at racial blood types is
the uniqueness of the american indian who is at the opposite
pole ina and B groups from supposed asiatic relatives the
data posepose the greatest problem for the theory of oriental
origin and blood types may shift somewhat as language
through the isolation of small groups william C boyd who
is cited but not quoted in support of martin s thesis suggests
that the best explanation of present knowledge is the migra-
tion from central asia of small groups in the fashion of
lehi s departure 3

finally the book of mormon betrays a great lack of in-
formation and background on the subject of world history and
the history of the jewish people p 53 judged by the

thehe affidavits are treated together with contrary evidence in francis
kirkham A new witness for christ in america I1 ad3d ed salt lake city
brigham young university 1960 and hugh nibley the myth makers salt
lake city bookcraft 1961 in a similar problem of exaggerating history
martin mentions the order p 3533 of brigham young to kill immigrants
which the most thorough investigator juanita brooks the mountain meadows
massacre norman university of oklahoma press 1962 has failed to find

both letters are reprinted in kirkham op cit 414422414 422

william C boyd and isaac asimov races and people london abelard
schuman 1955 1523152 3
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examples given it is martin s lack of background that is
showing for not once in common with odea and whalen
does he betray the slightest knowledge of hugh nibley s

evidence that its knowledge of world and jewish history is at
present the strongest proof in favor of the book of mor-
mon 4 such consistent and perverse failure to perceive the state
of the question before contributing is unknown in any scholarly
field essential anachronisms in support of martin s con-
tention follow

anyone thoroughly conversant with jewish law would know
that the jewswereJews were forbidden to eat or to keep swine yet
nephi allegedly a very orthodox jew kept swine according
to the mormonscormonsMor mons and not only this but the jareditesJared ites enjoyed
11 glass windows in the miraculous barges in which they
crossed the ocean and steel and a compass were known
to nephi despite the fact that neither had been invented
demonstrating once again that joseph smith was a poor stu-
dent of history and of hebrew customs p 53

the initial objection listed merely mistatesmisstatesmi states the facts swine
appear in the book of mormon among the jareditesJaredites of the
premosaicpre mosaic era and once in the book of mormon version of
the sermon on the mount where the derogatory jewish atti-
tude is retained the technique of checking one s references
will similarly solve the problem of glass by determining that
it existed in many forms in the near east at the approximate
time required by the book of mormon it is standard ritual
in non LDS treatments of the book of mormon in which
martin odea and whalen join to assert knowingly that
steel in the age of the book of mormon is impossible but
the fact is that iron was less useful than the copper alloys of
the bronze age until heating and tempering imparted some
amount of carbon to the metal in this sense ancient technology
produced steel squarely within the period of the book of mor-
mon as a check of the studies of R J forbes and others will
show we are sure that steel was produced in antiquity 6

see hugh nibley lehi in the desert and the world of the Jaredlaredlafedlareditesjareditesites salt
lake city bookcraft 1952 and an approach to the book of mormon ad2d
ed salt lake city deseret book co 1964

see D B harden glass and glazes charles singer et al eds A
history of technology II11 oxford clarendon press 1957 31146311 46 martin is
accurate in mentioning glass ether 5131 but inaccurate in his version of
windows ether 223225223

R J forbes metallurgy in antiquity leiden E J brill 1950 409
cp p 414 for only steel is definitely better than bronze for tools and wea-
pons and only the invention of steel could herald the iron age
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As a matter of fact the book of mormon references to steel
intimately reflect its ancient use in that it is always listed as
semiprecioussemi precious and utilized mainly in the manufacture of wea-
pons the compass criticism bevelledlevelledlevelled by both martin and
whalen disregards the basic difference between the medieval
magnetic compass and the book of mormon liahona both
authors have been tricked by their inflexible approach to the
translation english of joseph smith the liahona was an in-
strumentstrument similar to the urimarim and thummim in that it worked
by the principles of metaphysics not physics it has ancient
cultural affinities not modern 7

the balance of the maze is essentially theology of
these chapters that devoted to arguing the cause of sole
grace against mormonism is the most accurate and given
their commitment to christ mormonscormons should not take issue
with martin s characterization that they cannot conceive of a
god who could save apart from human effort p 115

the chapter on priesthood is strangely legalistic instead of
treating descriptions in the acts or pastoral letters concerning
the bestowal of apostolic authority on others martin prefers to
base his case on a dubious translation of hebrews 724 main-
taining that christ s priesthood is untransferable but his
vintage 1889 citation from thayer s lexicon for this use is

squarely contradicted by the best authorities in the field the
lexicon of arndt gingrich in agreement with moulton mil
ligan gives more than a dozen secular uses of the period to
show that the term in question aparabatosapara batos rather has the
sense permanent unchangeable 8 the point of the passage is
not that christ s priesthood cannot be transferred but that it
permanently remains superior as does he to all other authority

the chapters on the doctrine of god and the virgin
birth caricature LDS doctrine venturesome and intelligent
latter day saints have boldly speculated on the ultimate nature
of theological reality but whether from orson whitney par-
ley P pratt or brigham young opinions are subject to formal
proposal and acceptance by common consent before becoming
official theology the result is that martin has perverted in-
stead of explained what mormonism teaches about adam al-

eesee hugh nibley the liahona s cousins improvement era LXIV
1961 878987 89 104111104 111

william F arndt and F wilbur gingrich A greek english lexicon of
the new testament chicago university of chicago press 1957 80
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ways subordinate to christ in LDS scripture the virgin birth
accepted fully but not defined as to method I1 and the holy

ghost a person not a substance martin repeatedly contends
that any statement of joseph smith or brigham young is doc-
trinallytrinally binding upon all latter day saints eg ppap 90 102
140 the technique is not as ridiculous as citing anti mormon
writing kidder for the supposed concept that the lost tribes
are in polar deep freeze p 118 but it is equally mislead-
ing and disqualifies martin as giving any serious analysis of
true LDS beliefs

this brings up the central difficulty of the book s ap-
proach something akin to the conspiracy theory that opens
every promoter of a better world to the charge of secret com-
munism in the author s view the real problem of mormon
exposition is that they do not use language which might
reveal the true nature of their theological deviations p 123
one good reason may well be that mormonism does not really
teach such deviations but that is not considered the supposed
answer is that mormon propaganda is a masquerade char-
acterized by shifty language p 127 in fact it is ex-
tremely difficult to write kindly of mormon theology when
they are so obviously deceptive in their presentation of
data p 85 in other words mr martin never has
solved the problem of why his image of mormonism does not
correspond to what mormonscormons say he attacks an imaginary
system instead of the real thing the only substantial example
of such deception in a whole chapter devoted to this subject
is richard L evans statement in look affirming that latter
day saints believe in the trinity the mormon leader pro-
ceeded immediately to qualify LDS belief as tritheism and
obviously faced serious risks of misconception by denying belief
in the trinity yet this example is really all that supports the
sweeping conclusion that scholastic dishonesty and twisted
semantics are standard mormon practices p 129 but what
is actually twisted is the class of non LDS literature that
continues to use such discreditable methods who can study a
religion based on doctrinal premises of continued revelation
and eternal progress by pouring its theology into an outdated
mould such inconsistency needs to be underlined at this time
when literature on mormonism is being overhauled more
generations will be misinformed on the true nature of LDS
beliefs unless men of perception recognize the fabrications
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and myths which characterize many anti mormon tracts 9

although martin s preface promises an up to date and schol-
arly treatment of mormonism the result is neither because it
portrays a creative dynamic religious movement through
atypical archaic documentation the maze of mormonism is
itself an anachronism

richard lloyd anderson

william J whalen the latter day saints in the modern day world new
york the john day company 1964 5
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