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alejandro casona born march 25 1903 achieved in his
lifetime perhaps greater international renown than any other
spanish playwright with the possible exception of garcia
lorca 1 yet ironically his plays for years were banned and
therefore scarcely known within his own homeland in 1936
political pressures forced him out of his beloved spain but
a year or two before his death he returned to put a happy end
to his exile and to the obscurity in which his work had re-
mained in his own country no such felicitous conclusion has
yet obtained regarding another strange accident his plays
are still virtually unknown in the english speaking world
though today he is probably the most popular playwright inin
madrid

with characteristic dignity on september 17 1965 alej-

andro casona discovered the last of life s mysteries
the theme of death represented a substantial pattern in

the fabric of casona s theater it is omnipresent but not neces-
sarily awesome and fearful and indeed may be a com-
forter a consoler even a messenger of the lord 2 death was

dr moon associate professor of spanish at brigham young university has
published inin hispania french review original works and BYU studies
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the least of life s three great words the other two far more
important are god and love

life to casona was more than mere happenstance it was
fraught with purpose and divinely ordained in short he re-
garded it as a duty and failure to comprehend it thus was in
his view reprehensible in a theater curiously preoccupied with
suicide only one of casona s characters angelica in la dama
del alba actually takes her own life and that only after the
author has established firmly that it was the one generous act
of which she was still capable having squandered her honor
and her right to share in martin s life thus her death ac-
tually contributes to others happiness since they are ignorant
concerning her delinquence and the details of her demise
casona s position is largely reflected in the advice that uriel
receives from his mother in la casa de los fieteslete balconasbalconesbalcones uriel
is unable to find respite from the painful realities that torment
him his mother cautions escucha uriel para pasar aqui
conmigo tienes que esperaresperak tu hora si un dia lo10 intentasintertasintentas por
otro camino nuncabunca mismas volveremosvolveremos a encontrarnos lnuncajnunca
masmas LO oyes bienblenbien3biena

it isis apparent then that casona is traditional in his view
of death he believes with the great majority of the golden
age masters that death represents a reward for some con-
demnationdemnation for many gracian conveys this idea in his portrayal
of it as an awesome queen beautiful and desirable if viewed
from one side grotesque and frightening if viewed from the
other casona recognizes that death may be untimely and tragic
as the peregrina herself suggests when she states that she pre-
fers never to be about when children are playing near the fire
or it may be a peaceful happy condition a fulfillment

perhaps it is the inevitable nature of death that leads ca-
sona to personalize it with an aura of life pablo in la merceratercera
salabrapalabrapa labra though he cannot see it senses its presence and pre-
pares to protect marga s inert form with his own person as

alejandrolelandrojandro casona obras Compcompleteslerasletas ed F C sainz de robles 11II p
893 since all quotations of casona are from this edition subsequent references
will appear parenthetically in the text listen uriel to come over here
with me you have to wait for your hour if one day you should try to do
it any other way we would never see each other again never do you hear
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against an anthropomorphic foe in las tres perfectperfectasas cabadascasadas
the least otherworldlyother worldly of all casona s plays death s

aura is clearly felt as one sometimes senses the presence of
another human being ada is speaking to ferran when she says
ayer cuandochando te pedi la muertebuerte era sincera itete lo10 juro la

merecesmeneces bien pero ahoraadora al sentirlasen tirla aqui tan cerca me da
miedoamiedo 4 OC 11II p 554.554 later after ferran is shot she
asks pero entoncesenton ces qu6iquequa es he answers nada ya Es
sencillamente la muertebuerte no me cierrescherres los bojosojos quiero
verla llegaralegar 5 OC 11 p 567.567

casona s thought isis related in many respects to that of the
great mystics certainly death is not always to be feared in
la casa de los sletejiete balconasbalconesbalcones the characters who return to visit
uriel madre abuelo and alicia are dressed in immaculate
white a suggestion of purity their movements are never hur-
ried and they give the illusion of perfect peace when uriel
joins them he says ni me di cuenta siquier a pero camoc6mozc6mo

puedebuede ser tan maravillosamente facil comoomo puedobuedo sentirmesentirme
de repentedepente tan libre y tan tranquilo6tranquilo6 OC 11II p 947.947
earlier before finding this peace he tries to persuade alicia
to reveal to him how to pass over into the next world and their
dialogue is a beautifully poetic expression of death s fulfill-
ment

uriel tiene que haber un corredor escondido una
puerta secreta ialgojalgobalgo zc6mocomo hicistebiciste tuto

alicia sin darme cuenta solo recuerdo que fue en una
playa entre las rocas del fondo habla una estrella de
mar inuncainunct habla visto nada tan hermoso pero
estaba tan honda tan honda creibrei que no iba a
ilegarllegarfilegar a alcanzarlaalcanzarla JAtu has visto algunaalbuna vez una
estrella de mar

uriel no
alicia ydavdaajlajlala saca de su bolsillabolsilla miralaairala no es precpreciosalosaiosa
uriel Es precpreciosalosaiosa si pero zqu6tueque paso despues cuandochando

la alcanakanaranalcanzasteakanzastezaste

alicia nada me quedequed6duede allallialiailailiaill quieta en el fondo y empezoempez6empizo
a hacerse de noche

uriel Y no te dio miedomledoaledo la oscuridadoscuridad
4yesterdayyesterday when I1 asked for your death I1 did so sincerely I1 swear

you deserve it but now when I1 feel it here so near it frightens me
then what is it nothing now it is simply death don t

close my eyes I1 want to see her come
16 I didndian t even realize how can it be so incredibly easy how is it

possible for me suddenly to feel so free and calm
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aliciaalidaa por quetue tenia una estrella para mi sola OQOC
11II ppap 8958968958967895896.7895896.895 8968967

the multiple aspects of death as spoken of by gracian are
of course most thoroughly treated by casona in la dama del
alba pablo de A cobos speaks briefly of the symbolism em-
bodied in the names of death of this play

la muente tiene en la corcomedianedianedla un nombrecombre gen6ricogenericogenerinogenerico
darnadama del alba y un nornbrenombrecombre especifico peregrina damadarna
del alba es el nombrenornbrecombre mmass hermoso y masmismls optimistoptimistaoptimistsa de
todos los que usa la muente para andar por el mundo
casona no podia elegirelegar otro con el1 se nos viene la muertebuerte
al diadla triunfo de la mananamailana nacientepacientenaci ente sobrebobre la noche
olvidadaolvidada con el nombrenornbrecombre de peregrina se expresaexpress la an
daviegadariega condicioncondici6nconcicioncon dicion y hasta se implicitaimplidtaimplicitimplicitoa un sentidosenaido piadosopiadosa
que no desdice nuncabunca peregrina se nos viene a la vida comocorno
la dama del alba se nos viene al dia 811

it is significant in light of casona s idea regarding death
as a fulfillment that he departs from the macabre tradition of
death as a masculine personage 9 casona s peregrina is a blend
of human warmth and supernatural allegory let us explore
first her supernatural character

the setting of la dama del alba is appropriately timeless
as is the peregrina who comes to visit the home of martin
narces which has been plunged into grief by the disappear

uriel7urielauriel there must be a hidden passage a secret door some-
thing how did you do it

alice without realizing it I1 only remember that it was on a beach between
the rocks on the ocean bed I1 could see a sea star I1 had never seen any-
thing more beautiful but it was down so deep so deep I1 thought
I1 would never reach it have you ever seen a sea star

uriel no
alice look at it isncisn t it lovely
uriel lovely yes but what happened then when you reached it
alice nothing I1 stayed there calmly on the bottom and it began to grow dark
uriel and the darkness didndian t frighten you
alice why should it I1 had a starstax all my own

pablo de A cobos peregrina in la dama del alba insula num
190 septiembresepti embre 1962 p 15 death in the comedy has a generic name
lady of the dawn and a specific name pilgrim lady of the dawn is the
most beautiful and optimistic of all the names that death uses to walk through
the earth casona could choose no other with it he brings death up to date
the triumph of newborn morning over forgotten night the name pilgrim ex-
presses the wandering condition of death and even implies a sense of pity
which is never denied pilgrim comes into life like the lady of dawn comes
into day

leonard P kurtz the dance of death new york publications of the
institute of french studies inc columbia university 1934 indicates that there
are numerous exceptions to this facile rule see particularly chapter XIII sex
of death ppap 209213209 213
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ance and apparent death of angelica the wife of martin be-
fore the peregrina appears she is announced by the incessant
barking of the dog which is able to sense intuitively the omi-
nous strangeness of the visitor the general feeling she leaves
with the adults is one of mystery and fear the sagacious
abuelo seems to remember her and the recollection plagues
his mind for though he is unable to recall for certain where
or when he has met her it does not seem to be a pleasant
memory he questions her at length when has she been in
the village before she explains that she has come on several
occasions and names them one of them was at the time of
the tragic explosion in the mines which took the lives of many
of the village men the abuelo was there injured and he saw
her among the dead claiming her own he remembers and
his immediate reaction is one of terror for his grandchildren
who were playing games with her a few moments before he
says to telva the servant 11 isubejsubejoube con ellos cierra puertas
y ventanasventanas icalientalosicali6ntalos con tu cuerpo si es precisoprecise ayiyY llamealame
quien llameilameclame que no entre nadienadlenadie1010 OC 1I ppap 526527.526527526 527
alone with the peregrina he says

miramecirame a los bojosojos y atr6veteatrevete a deciradecir que no me
conocesconoces Recuerdas el dia que explotoexplot6 el griedgrisugrisd en la minamina
tambientambi6ntambiev yo estaba aliialliaili con el derrumbe sobrebobre el pecho
y el humo agrio en la garganta creiste que habla llegadoalegado
mlmi hora y te acercasteacercaste demasiado lcuandojcuandojCuando al fin entroentr6bentro
el aire limpiogimpio ya habla visto tu cara palidapilidabilida y habiahabfafabia sentidosenaido
tus manos de hieloaielo OC 1I p 527.527

she does not deny her identity the abuelo begs her to leave
his house which she consents to do but not without first ex-
plainingplaining her position

peregrina soy buena amiga de los pobresdobres y de los
hombrescombres de concienciaconci encia limpialampia por quequ6qua no hemosdemos de
hablarnoshablarnos lealmentelealmente

abuelo no me fioflo de ti si fuerasbueras leal no entrarias
disfrazada en las casas para meterte en las habitaciones
aristestristes a la hora del alba

go up to them close all doors and windows warm them with
your own body if necessary and regardless of who calls let no one enter

look me in the eye and dare to say you don t know me do you re-
member the day the fire damp exploded in the mine I1 was there too pinned
beneath the debris with the acrid taste of smoke in my throat you thought that
my hour had arrived and you came too close when finally the clean air
entered the vein I1 had already seen your pale face and felt your icy hands
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peregrina Y quiensulen te ha dicho que necesito entrarentrap yo
estoy siempre dentro mirinmirandoosmirindoosmirandousmirandoosdoos caecercrecer dia por diadla
desde detrasdetris de los espejonespejosespejos OC 1I ppap 529530529530.52955052953012529530.12529 530550530125501212

she expresses here her timelessness As life is eternally pre-
sent so naturally is death

she explains that she once loved a child and could not
resist the temptation to express her love the child is now
an old man a beggar nalonnaion el viejo

peregrina cuandrociandro era nino tenia la mirada mismasmas her-
mosa que se viovig en la tierrafierra una tentaciontentaci6ntentationtentacion azul que me
atrailatraia desde lejos un diadla no pude resistirresistorresistir y 10lo
bese en los ojosbojos

abuelo ahoraadora toca la gultarraguitarraguivarraguigul tarra y pideaide limosnalimosina en las
tomeriasromeriasromerias con su lazarillo y su plato de estaestanobhofio

peregrina isperojperopero yo sigo queri6ndolequeriendole como entoncesentonces Y
algunalgdnalgan dia he de pargarlepargarle con dos estrellas todo el danodahho

que mi amor iele hizo OC LI1 p 531531.5 311331.135113 13

her supernatural qualities are sometimes tragic but she seems
to possess power beyond the grave to repair the harm her love
has caused

martin enters to interrupt the conversation between the
abuelo and the peregrina carrying the unconscious adela
it is martin whom the peregrina wished to claim but since
she fell asleep and was unable to meet him at the appointed
time there is no longer any immediate danger he has had
an accident but all that remains of the experience is a red
spot on his temple which the peregrina gently removes adela
regains consciousness but she is exhausted and soon faints
again the abuelo is quick to cast an anxious questioning
glance at the peregrina who knows by virtue of her super-
natural perception that adela still lives she assures the abuelo
that she is merely sleeping

12pilgrim12pilgrim I1 am a good friend to the poor and to men of clear con-
science why can t we talk like loyal friends

grandfather I1 don t trust you if you were loyal you wouldnwouldnt t enter houses
in disguise to get into grief filled rooms at the hour of the dawn

pilgrim who told you I1 need to enter I1 m always inside watching you grow
day by day from behind the mirrors
pilgrim when he was a child he had the most beautiful glances
that the world had ever seen a blue temptation that attracted me from
afar one day I1 could not resist and I1 kissed his eyes

grandfather now he plays the guitar and begs at the village festivals with his
dog and tin cup

pilgrim but I1 still love him as I1 did then and some day I1 shall give him
two stars to compensate for the harm my love has done him
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martin was supposedly destined to die the night the pere-
grina arrived but adela who sought death was not so des-
tined there is evidence of supernatural intervention by a
power superior to that of the peregrina she is puzzled

peregrina pensativaPensa tiva no lo10 entiendo alguienalgrien se ha
propuesto anticiparanticipar las cosas que deben madurarmaduras a su
tiempo pero lo10 que estiestaestl en mis libros no se puedebuede
evitareviatar va a tomar el bordon volverevolver6VolverpolvereVolvereivere6

abuelo aguardaaguardo explicameexplfcameexplicate esasasas palabraspalavraspalabras
peregrina Es dificildificil porqueborque tampocotampico yo las veo claras

por primera vez me encuentro ante un misterio que
yo mismabismamismabisma no acierto a comprendercomprender queQUC fuerzamuerza empuemlu
j6ja a esa muchachamuchacha antes de tierntiempopo OC I1 p 538538.55853814538.145581414

this is the first time she has encountered a mystery she
could not comprehend further definition of her supernatural
character

she explains that she is to visit this house and take with
her a drowned girl but not this night todaviaTodavia gaitangalian slete
lunas the abuelo begs her to forget the poor adela
thinking that she will be the drowning victim to which the
peregrina answers impossible yo no mando obedezcoobedezco 16

another allusion to a power superior to her own
she returns as she has promised to keep her rendezvous

with someone in this house but she is still not certain for
whom her visit is intended this she learns from martin who
confesses his love for adela and in doing so reveals the story
of his wife angelica angelica is not dead but ran away with
another man three days after her wedding a fact which martin
has concealed from everyone upon hearing this the pere-
grina is certain of her mission she explains it symbolically
to the children

peregrina un diadla la muchachamuchacha desapareciodesapared6 en el re
manso se habla ido a vivireivir a las casas profundasprofundas donde
los peces golpeabangolpeaban las ventanasventanas como pjarospajarospharos frios
y fue inutilinitilinitial que el pueblo enteroantero la llarnarallamarallamera a britosgritos
desde arriba estaba comocorno dormidabormidadormida en su sueno de

pilgrim pensive I1 don t understand someone intended to precipitate
things that should mature in their own time but what is in my books
cannot be avoided she starts to pick up her staff I1 shall come back

grandfather wait explain those words to me
pilgrim it s difficult because I1 don t see them too clearly either for the

first time I1 am facing a mystery that I1 don t quite understand what
power drove that girl on before her time
it s still seven months away

ige161 impossible I1 dont give orders I1 obey
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niebla paseandopassandopaseando por los jardines de musgoamusgo sus ca-
bellos flotantesflotantes y la ternura lenta de sus manos sin
peso asiasl pasaron los dias y los afiosaflosaflow ya todos
empezabanempezaban a olvidarlaolvidarla solo la madre con los bojosojos
bijosfijos la esperabaesperazaesperaba todavia Y por fin el milagro
se hizo una noche de hoguerasnoguerashogueras y cancionescanciones la bella
durmientedarmiente del rio fue encontrada mismlsmas hermosa que
nuncabunca respetadaRespe tada por el agua y los peces tenia los
cabellos limpioslimproslimpios las manos tibiasdibias todavia y en los
labios una sonrisa de paz comocorno si los anosallos del
fondo hubieranhubieran sido solo un instanteinstanceinstante alosjloslos ninos callan
un momentomomenta impresionados

dorinadonina ique historia tan extextranaextrafiaextrandextranarafiarabia buindocuindocuandoCuando ocurri6ocurrio
eso

peregrina no ha ocurrido todavia pero ya estaesti cerca
no os acordaisacordiisacordiacordaisis iestajestalesta noche todos los riosnos del

mundo lievan una gota del jordanjordin OC I1 ppap 576-
57717577577. 17

she has explained prophetically exactly what will occur this
very night angelicaang6licaangilica returns as the dama has predicted ex-
pecting to occupy her former position in the home a position
now occupied by adela when she enters the peregrina
without seeing her senses her presence recognizes her and
calls her by name the dama proceeds to convince her of
the futility of her position which she is at first reluctant to
accept she exclaims inoinojno habra fuerzamuerza humana que me
arranqueranquear de aquiatulasuiaqui18aquffacuff18 OC 1I p 596.596 she is unaware of how
profoundly true these words are she tells the peregrina of
her despair when her lover abandoned her and the peregrina
reads her thoughts

peregrina con voz de profundaprofrojundafunda sugejugesugestiosugestwnstion como sisi sisi-
gushieraiera en voz aitaaltaalladitaailaaira el pensamiento de AngRiangelicacajcao

pilgrim one day the girl disappeared in the backwater she had
gone below to live in the deep houses where fish knock on the window
panes like cold birds and the whole town called to her from above but
she did not hear she was as though in a misty sleep strolling through the
moss gardens her hair a floating wisp her weightless hands a tender
slowness there she spent days and years finally everyone began to
forget her only her mother her gaze steady still waited and
finally the miracle happened one festive night a night of bonfires and
singing the sleeping beauty was found lovelier than ever the water
had respected her beauty for her hair was clean her hands still warm
and on her lips a smile of peace as though the years below hadbad been
but an instant the children are silent for a moment impressed

dorina what a strange story when did it happen
pilgrim it hasnchasn t happened yet but it is near don t you remember

tonight all the rivers in the world carry water from the river jordan
no human force is capable of tearing me from this place
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aquella noche pensastepensantepens aste que mismlsmas aliaalliallaaila al otro lado del
miedoamiedo estestaesia el pais del ultimo perdon con un frio
blanco y tranquilo donde hay una sonrisa de paz para
todos los labios una serenidadseren idad infinita para todos los
bojosojos jy donde es tan hermoso dormircormir siempre
quieta sin dolor y sin fin

angelica se vuelve mirrmiremirandolaindola con miedoamiedo quien eres
tutd que me estsestas leyendoleyenda por dentro OC 1I p
597.1959719

angelica continues to protest until the dama convinces her
in a scene which expresses another poetic facet of death as a
fulfillment

peregrina yo te ensefiar6ensenare el camino ven conmigo y
mananamahlana el pueblo tendra su leyenda la toma de la
mano vamosvarnos

angelica sueltabuelta hay algo en ti que me da miedoamiedo
peregrina jodaviajodavia hiramemframemirame bien comoomo me ves ahoraadora

queda inm6vilmmovil con las manos cruzadascruzadas
angelica la contemplocontemplacon templa fascinadafascinadamadawadawadduada como un gran suefiosueno

sinsin pirpadosparpadospappadospirparpados pero cada vez mismlsmas hermosa
peregrina itodojtodoitoko el secreto esta ANahiahl primero vivireivir apa

sionadamente y despues dorirmorir con belleza le pone
la corona de rosas en los cabellos asi como si
fuerasbueras a una nueva boda animo angelicaang6licaangilica un
momento de valor y tu recuerdo quedaraquedariquadara plantadollantadoplantado en
la aldea como un roble llenoilenolieno de nidosn1dosanidos vamos

angelica cierra los bojosojos vamos OC 1I ppap 600-
601 20

the village people find her in the river serene in death as
the peregrina foretold everyone accepts angelica s reappear

pilgrim vithwith a deeply suggestive tone as though she were following
aloud angelas thoughts that night you thought that over there on
the other side of fear is the country of ultimate forgiveness with a calm
white cold where there is a peaceful smile for all lips an infinite serenity
for all eyes and where it is beautiful to sleep forever quiet without
pain and without end

angela she turns looking at her fearfully who are you that you know
how to read my thoughts
pilgrim ill show you the way come with me and tomorrow the town
will have its legend she takes her by the hand shall we

angela let go there s something about you that frightens me
pilgrim still look at me carefully how do you see me now
angela contemplating her fascinated like a great startled dream

but more and more beautiful
pilgrim there is the whole secret first live passionately then die beauti-

fully she places the crown of roses in her hair there as though
you were going to a new wedding courage angela one moment
of courage and your memory will be rooted in the village like an oak
full of nests shall we

angela closing her eyes yes
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ance as a miracle and another of the dama s predictions is
fulfilled

casona does not sacrifice characterization to the symbolic
nature of the peregrina she possesses human qualities which
redeem her from the purely allegorical when she first ap-
pears she has not lost her way but las fuerzas para anandarlo21andarloandablodarlodario 121

she is tired and cold at length the children ask her if she
knows any games she answers that she has forgotten them
all but adds si me ensenaisensefiaisensenaisnals puedobuedo aprenderuprender 12211222 she
begins to play and she soon discovers the miracle of laughter
but she finds difficulty in controlling it her laughter in-
creases in almost frenzied crescendo until a convulsive burst
frightens the children and she herself is astonished pero
zqu6tueque es lo10 que estoy haciendo que es esto que me hincha
la garganta y me retumba cristales en la boca OQOC 1I p
520 2313 though she is unaccustomed to such merriment she
is capable of it but it soon tires her and she finds that she
must rest she even falls asleep leaving instructions that she
be awakened promptly at nine 0 clock she is fallible for she
oversleepsoversleeps and martin whom she was to meet is spared

solo un nino podia realizarrealizerrealizar tal milagro 24 she declares this
expression reflects a human tenderness for children los
ninos son buenos amigosamidos miosbiosmiosbios 11251121122125 she says later during the
festivities of the noche de san juan andres the youngest
child exclaims lyoiyoiyojyo voy a saltar la hoguerahiguera como los grandes
vendrasjendrasVendras con nosotrosvosotrosnosotros 13112126 to which she answers no cuandochando

los ninos saltan por encimaencisa del fuego no quisieraquisiera nuncabunca estar
aliialluaill 12712127 OC 1I p 563.563565

she is aware of the terror that people feel for her and is
distressed she desires understanding and longs to feel wel-
come she tells the abuelo who has invited her to leave
solo quisieraquisiera antes de marchargarcharmarchar que me despidieras sin odio

con una palabrasalabra buena 2821 OC 1I p 529.529 her love and
her emotions are tragic as she herself explains

22. 1 the strength to travel it
222 if you teach me I1 can learn

what am I1 doing what is this that swells in my throat and re
verberatesverberates in my mouth with the ring of crystal

2411 only a child could accomplish such a miracle
az2z children are good friends of mine
26i1 I m going to jump over the bonfire like the big guys will you come

with us
27 no when children jump over fires I1 would prefer never to be there
2as2s I1 only wish before I1 leave that you should bid me goodbyegood bye without

hatred with a kind word
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peregrina tarnbi6ntambientambiev yo quisieraquisiera adornarmeadorn arme de rosas como
las campesinascampesinoscampesinas vivireivir entre ninos felices y tener un
hombre hermoso a quien amar pero cuandochando voy a cor
tar las rosas todo el jardin se me hiela cuandochando los
ninos luegan conmigo bengotengo que volver la cabeza por
miedoamiedo a que se me queden quietosquintos al tocarlos Y en
cuanto a los hombrescombreshombres de que me sirvesirve que los mismasmas
hermososhermosos me busquenbuaquen a caballo si al besarlos sientoasiento

que sus brazos inutilesin6tilesinutiles me resbalanresbalan sinsin fuerzamuerza en la
cintura dejesDesesdesesperadadesesperaaaperada comprendesComprendes ahoraadora lo10 amargo
de mi destinodestine presenciarPresenciar todos los dolores sin poder
florar tener todos los sentimientossentimlentos de una mujer
sinsin poder usar ningunonin guno jy estar condenadacondenada a matarmalar
siempresiempre siempresiempre sinsin poder buncanunca morirdorirdorirmorir cae abru
mada en ele1ea sillansillonsill6n con la brentefrentej rente entre las manos 29

noting her emotion the abuelo is moved

se acerbaacerca y ie pone cordialcordialmentecordjalmentemente una mano bobresobre
el dombrohombro

abuelo pobre mujer
peregrina gracias abuelo te habla pedidopedico un poco de

comprensi6ncomprensioncompression y me has llamado mujer que es la palabrasalabra
mmass hermosa en labios de hombre OC 1I p 53230532.3053210532.105523055210

those of us still en este lado de todas las preguntaspregun tas 31

may resent casona s untimely encounter with his own private
peregrina but we are forced to concede that la muertebuerte es masmas
habil que nosotrosvosotrosnosotros 32 and we find comfort in the hope that
casona now en el lado de la unica contestacioncontestaci6ncontestationcontestacion 33 has found
in his union with the peregrina the fulfillment he expected

pilgrim I1 too should like to adorn myself with roses like the peasant
girls live among happy children and have a beautiful man to love but
when I1 go to cut roses the whole garden freezes when children play
with me I1 have to turn my head for fear that they will remain still when
I1 touch them and as for men what good does it do me that the hand-
somest of them come looking for me on horseback when I1 kiss them I1
feel their useless arms slide limply from my waist desperately do you
understand now the bitterness of my destiny to witness all grief with-
out being able to cry to have all the sentiments of a woman without
being able to use any of them to be condemned to kill always
always without ever being able to die she falls overwhelmed into
the armchair with her forehead between her hands

30 he draws near and puts his hand gently on her shoulder
grandfather poor woman
pilgrim thank you grandfather I1 asked you for a little understanding and

you have called me a woman which is the most beautiful word on a
man s lips

il over here where all the questions are
death is more skillful than we

33 over there where the only answer is


