
the political and social realities
of zions camp

peter crawley and richard L anderson

ever since zion s camp marched out of kirtland in may
1834 its journey into missouri has been one of mormon his-
tory s more controversial events the earliest history judged
the camp frought with delusion and nonsense 1 more recent
scholarly assessments include a total failure 2 joseph
smiths second major failure 3 and a quixotic adventure 4

the complexities of zion s camp however do not admit
simplistic evaluations and in spite of numerous descriptions
of the camp in print the basic questions raised by the expedi-
tion still persist in this article the primary documents bearing
on zion s camp are reviewed in an attempt to evaluate it more
accurately in the context of the political and social forces that
brought it into and took it out of existence

zion s camp had its beginnings in the violent expulsion of
the mormonscormons from jackson county missouri in early nov-
ember 183318531835 news of the expulsion reached joseph smith and
the members of the church inin kirtland ohio on 25 novem-
ber with the arrival of orson hyde and john gould from
jackson on 5 december upon receivinreceivingrecreceivingeivinelvin a letter from W W
phelps supplying additional details of the jackson tragedy
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joseph smith wrote to edward partridge the bishop in mis-
souri instructing partridge to use the law to obtain redress but
not to sell any of the mormon land five days later he again
wrote to the elders in missouri reiterating his instructions to
partridge to hold on to their property and to appeal to the
courts the governor of the state and the president of the
united states for redress 7 finally on 16 december 1833
joseph smith received a long revelation now doctrine and
covenants 101 concerning the jackson county difficulties
that was immediately printed in broadsheet form and circu-
lated among the saints in ohio and missouri 8 A copy was al-
so sent to daniel dunklin governor of missouri 9 explaining
why the latter day saints had been driven from jackson this
revelation enjoined the elders to continue to use constitutional
means to obtain redress in addition it suggested that the
elders attempt to buy out their persecutors in jackson county
and in this regard the revelation asserted that at that moment
there was enough money in the hands of the eastern branches
of the church to buy out the local missouriansMissourians and settle the
jackson county dispute most significant for the eventual
organization of zion s camp this revelation included a long
parable of a nobleman and his vineyard that carried an implicit
promise of armed assistance to the exiled jackson county
mormonscormons from the church in kirtland in the course of this
parable it isis asked when this help would be forthcoming the
answer when I1 will

the mormon leaders inin missouri lost little time in appris-
ing daniel dunklin of the jackson situation on 6 november
1833 six days after the violence commenced and while the
latter day saints were crossing the missouri river into clay
county W W phelps A S gilbert and william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
crossed into clay and hastily drafted a statement of their plight
which was forwarded to governor dunklin by express 10 A re-
sponse from the governor came through his legal assistant two
weeks later on 21 november robert W wells attorney gen-
eral of missouri wrote to alexander W doniphan and david
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R atchison two of the four lawyers engaged by the mor
mons making the initial offer of military assistance

from conversation I1 have had with the governor I1 believe
I1 am warranted inin saying to you and through you to the
mormonscormonsMormons that if they desire to be replaced in possession of
their property that is their houses in jackson county an
adequate force will be sent forthwith to effect that object
perhaps a direct application had better be made to him for
that purpose if they wish thus to be re possessed the militia
have been ordered to hold themselves in readiness if the
mormonscormons will organize themselves into regular companies or
a regular company of militia either volunteers or otherwise
they will I1 have no doubt be supplied with public arms ll11

two days later wells informed doniphan that governor
dunklin intended to hold a court of inquiry inin jackson county
but first needed to know the mormonscormons intentions 12 and on
the 24th circuit judge john F ryland wrote to amos rees
a third attorney for the saints and circuit attorney for jackson
county that he had been requested by dunklin to inform
the governor about the jackson county conflict and to take
steps to punish the guilty and protect the innocent I1 now
request you to inform rnemeine whether the mormonscormons are willing
to take steps against the citizens of jackson county ryland
continued whether they wish to return there or not and let
me know all the matters connected with this unhappy affair
judge ryland further asserted that the military force will re
pair to jackson county to aid the execution of any order I1

make on this subject ld doniphan communicated his con
versation with wells to A S gilbert on 28 november and the
next day gilbert wrote a confidential letter to dunklin exe

pressing grave concern over an iniimmediatemediate court of inquiry inin
asmuchasmuth as the mormonscormons who would need to testify inin their
own behalf were scattered over the adjoining counties

an immediate court of inquiryinquire called while our people
are thus situated would give ourur enemies a decided advanaddan
tage in point of testimonytestimon while they are in possession of
their ownoungunowh homes and ours also with no enemyenem in the county
to molest or make them afraid
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on 6 december 183318531855 a petition was sent to governor
dunklin by the elders in missouri 13 this petition specifically
requested 1 assistance from the governor so that the mor
mons could be restored to their homes in jackson and 2

continuing military protection by either the state militia or a
detachment of the united states rangers until peace could be
restored the concluding paragraph0 requested a court of in-
quiry after arrangements hadbad been made to protect the mor
mons with an armed force and here it was mentioned that
such a force would be needed until the missouri mormonscormons
could receive strength from our friends to protect ourselves

an idea that ultimately would become the underlying con-
cept in the formation of zion s camp A W W phelps letter
accompanying the petition underscored the mormonscormons deter-
minationmi to return to their homes inin jackson county and re-
peated the need for armed protection after their return 16

A formal response to the petition would not be forthcom-
ing from dunklin until 4 february 1834 it isis clear however
that during december the missouri elders hadbad some conidiumconiniumcommuni-
cation with the governor about the possibility of military pro-
tectiontection on 15 december 1833 W W phelps wrote to joseph
smith of dunklin s position the governor isis willing to re-
store us but as the constitution gives him no power to guard
us when back we are not willing to go the mob swear if we
come we shall dlediedie17 and in the same month john corrill
wrote a long letter to oliver cowdrey inin which dunklin s at-
titude is further described

the governor has manifested a willingness to restore us back
and will if we request it but this will be of little use unless
he could leave a force there to help protect us for the mob
say that three months shall not pass before they will drive
us again and lieheile cannot leave a force without calling a
special legislature for that purpose unless the president
should see fit to place a company of rangers here with power
to assist us inin time of need if we could be placed back
and become organized into independent companies and
armed with power and liberty to stand inin our own defense
it would be much better for us but then as their numbers
are double ours this would be paving the way or laying the
foundation for another scene of murder and bloodshed 18
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conillcorrillcon illiiilii went on to say that he doubted that any grand jury
in jackson would indict a missourian for a crime against the
mormonscormonsMormons

by early january 1834 the elders of the church in clay
county were undoubtedly aware that they were reaching an
impasse A council was called and the decision reached that
joseph smith should be personally informed of the situation
in missouri lyman wight and parley P pratt were delegated
to make the journey to kirtland on 9 january A S gilbert
wrote a second letter to governor dunklin in which he ex-
pressed serious doubts that a fair court of inquiry could be
held in jackson county because a large part of the mormonscormons
who would need to testify particularly women and children
greatly feared violent reprisals from the local missouriansMissour ians
gilbert then offered a new suggestion that the mormonscormons buy
out the leaders of the anti mormon faction thereby reducing
agitation against the saints 19

pratt and wight left clay county for ohio on 12 january
1834 arriving at kirtland on saturday 22 february 220 the
following monday a council convened at the house of joseph
smith to hear the reports of pratt and wight and to discuss
the missouri crisis the minutes of this inelneineetingmeetingeting are unfortun-
ately brief but it seems clear from the foregoing that the
following five points must have been considered 1 after
three months no progress had been made toward the recovery
of the mormonscormons possessions in jackson county 2 governor
dunklin had promised to provide an armed force to guard the
mormonscormons while they returned to their homes inin jackson 3

the governor was unwilling to retain that force in the county
after the mormonscormons had returned 4 unless an appropriate
additional armed force perhaps one made up of members
of the church from kirtland and the eastern branches re-
mained in the county after their return the saints would
certainly be driven from their homes again 5 A fair court
of inquiry probably could not be held in jackson confronted
with these considerations particularly against the backdrop
of the implicit promise of assistance contained in the well
circulated revelation of 16 december 1833 joseph smith had

HC 1472751472731472147275 7573
almanlymanlman wightswights journal as quoted inin joseph smith and heman C smith

history of the churchchuich of jesus christchint of larrerlatlerlafler dadir 1 saints lamoni iowa
189719031897 1903 14014021401 402 parleyparle P pratt the auloblaulobjoaphy0 raphy of pleyparleypiel P prall
new york russell brothers 1874 p 116 sayssassis that they left on 1 february



ZIONS CAMP 411

little choice but to respond with a pledge of help from the
church in kirtland his failure to do so at this critical juncture
would certainly have been interpreted as an abandonment of
the missouri saints all at the council meeting must have been
convinced that the time for the redemption of the nobleman s

vineyard spoken of in the parable was at hand the niinitminutesnutes
of the council report that at the end of the niemeetingeting joseph
smith arose and said

he was going to zion to assist inin redeeming it he called
for the voicevolcevoicevolce of the council to sanction his going which was
given without a dissenting vote he then called for volun-
teers to go with him when some thirty or forty volunteered
to go who were present at the council 21

later that day joseph smith received a revelation now
doctrine and covenants 103 confirming the decision of the
council and outlining the procedure for the expedition this
revelation also designated four pairs of elders to travel about
the eastern branches of the church to collect money and sup-
plies and to recruit additional men preparations for the jour-
ney continued for two months and on I11 may the first contin-
gent of zion s camp marched out of kirtland 22

meanwhile on 4 february 1834 governor dunklin wrote
to the elders inin clay county inin response to their petition of
6 december he informed them that a court of inquiry would
soon convene in jackson county and that he had sent an
order to the captain of the liberty blues a company of the
clay county militia to comply with any order that the circuit
attorney might issue for the protection of the court and its
witnesses dunklin reaffirmed his position that liehelleile was not
authorized to maintain an armed force in the county to guard
the mormonscormons after the trial ended but liehelleile expressed his will-
ingness for the mormonscormons to return to their homes under guarduard
of the liberty blues and be protected by them during the
course of the trial 2 this portion of dunklin s letter contains
a hint of a shift in his position a suggestion that possibly
the only armed guard now available to the mormonscormons was that
which would be called out to guard the court
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twenty days later the court assembled in independence
twelve mormon witnesses including W W phelps edward
partridge and john corrill along with fifty of the liberty
blues were in town for the proceedings after a three hour
wait they were informed by amos rees and R W wells
that there was no hope of a criminal prosecution the im-
placable hatred of the jackson countiansCountians was such that no
missourian could be convicted of a crime against the mor
mons thus ends all hopes of redress wrote W W phelps
in a letter describing these events that appeared in the march
1834 issue of the liveningEven ilig1729 and the morning star even with
a guard ordered by the governor for the protection of the
court and witnesses

on 24 april the elders in clay county informed governor
dunklin that zion s camp was about to depart for missouri
at the same time reminding dunklin of his promise of an
armed guard to assist the mormonscormons in returninreturnreturningreturningin0a to their homes

we have deemed it expedient to inform your excellency
that we have received communications from our friends inin
the east informing us that a number of our brethren per-
haps two or three hundred would remove to jackson county
inin the course of the ensuing summer and we are satisfied
that when the jackson mob get the intelligence that a large
number of our people are about to remove into that county
they will raiseraise a great hue and cry and circulate many bug-
bears through the medium of their favorite press but we
think your excellency isis well aware that our object is purely
to defend ourselves and possessions against another out-
rageous attack from the mob inasmuch as the executive of
this state cannot keep up a nillimilitarytary force to protect our
people inin that county without transendingtrarisendingtranscendingtransending his powers
we do not know at what time our friends will arrive but
expect more certain intelligence inin a few weeks whenever
they do arrive it would be the wish of our people in this
county to return to our homes in company with our friends
under guard and when once inin legal possession of our homes
inin jackson county we shall endeavor to take care of them
without further wearying the patience of our worthy chief
magistrate 2124

dunklin s terse reply on may 2ndand discussed the mormon arms
that had been confiscated the preceding november but it was
strangely silent about the requested force to guard the mor
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mons back to their homes failing even to acknowledge the
news of the approachingI1 reinforcementsreinforcementsforcements 25

news of zion s camp also came quickly to the jackson
countiansCountians A late but informative letter was sent on 29 april
for example by the postmaster at chagrin ohio to the post-
master at independence

the Afocormonsmormonsafoimonsimons inin this region are organizing an army as
they are pleased to express themselves to restore alonzwnzlon
that isis to take by force of arms their former possessions inin
jackson county mo these facts I1 have from the mouths
of several of them with whom I1 am personally acquainted
some have already set off and thursday night isis the day
set apart for the departure of the grand caravan with the
prophet joseph smith at their head the elders

say that the governor of your state has promised them an
armed force of militia to protect them through the state to
their former possessions this isis believed by the com-
monalitymonality 2026

the response of the local missouriansMissour ians was swift and violent
during the last week in april the county turned out en masse
and burned nearly all of the 170 buildings belonging to the
mormonscormonsMormons phelps report inin the may 1834 issueissue of the even-
ing and the Mornmorniligmorningilig star further asserted that all that will
not take up arms with the mob and prepare to fight the mor
mons have to leave jackson county

joseph smith and the mainmalnmainmaln body of zion s camp left kirtl-
and on 5 may 1834 of the church leaders only oliver
cowdery and sidney rigdon renremainedmined five days after joseph
smith s departure rigdon and cowdery issued a printed circlrcir-
cular to the eastern branches of the church primarily an
appeal to these branches to supply additional means and men
to strengthen the expedition underway to missouri this docu-
ment provides a clear staterstatementrient of the purpose and expecta-
tions of zion s camp at the time it departed fromfroni kirtland

it isis no doubt known to you that a large number of our
brethren have lately gone up for thetiietile deliverance of the
afflicted saints who have been dispossessed of their lands
and homes by a lawless band of men who have risenrisen up
inin defiance of all law all equity and all power and taken
the life of one and sought the overthrow of all who have
embraced the everlasting gospel inin these last days when
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these brethren have arrived in the vicinity or as wisdom
shall direct they will wait for our brethren who have been
driven out to inform the governor of that state that they
are ready to go back to their lands the governor is bound
to call out the militia and take them back and has informed
our brethren of his readiness so to do previous to this time
when orders arrive from the governor to the military com-
manding officers inin that vicinity to guard our brethren back
then it is expected that all will march over the former resi-
dents as well as those now on the way when they are on their
own possessions theythe haehave a right to defend themselves
and property from destruction and spoliation and be justified
inin the sight of the laws of heaven and men the company
now on the way with the scattered brethren when collected
will be sufficiently strong inin the strength of the lord to
maintain the ground after the militia have been discharged
should those wicked men be desperate enough to come upon
them but we wish you to see the propriety of more num
bers inin this situation fortor instance if ten men were to
go back the mob would suppose that they could overpower
them and would be disposed to assault them because they
were few inin number but were there a large number even
so many that they the mobznob knew were sufficient without
the least difficulty to withstand them it is consistantconsistentconsi stant to
foresee that they would be silent and either flee the country
entirely or remain inoffensivemoffensue our brethren who have
now started on this arduous journey have a small supply
of money and as the crops of wheat which were put in
last fall by our dispersed brethren are inin all probability
destroyed the whole company who may remain after our
brethren are taken back will be obliged to purchase food
till grain can be raised which will be one year from june
till wheat harvest it will be unsafe for our brethren to
labor for hire among that people after they return so you
see inin what situation they will be placed unless our brethren
abroad riserise up and put forth their hands to assist inin the
name of the lord that county abounds with breadstuffbread stuff
which can be purchased veryver low and with the assistance
which our brethren abroad are able to render the goodly
land can be sustained and the saints be established to rejoice
foreverfore er

two objectives then were held by the camp as it marched out
of kirtland to provide sufficient additional men so that the
mormonscormons could protect theinthemselvesselves aftelafter they had been es
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cortedcarted back to their lands by the governor s force 2 and to
supply means to sustain the saints in missouri until they again
became self supporting it isis apparent that the mormonscormons
viewed zion s camp as operating inin concert with the execu-
tive of missouri to restore the civil rights of the latter day
saints inin jackson county the circular also expresses the con-
siderablesiderable concern that existed over the sizesize of the expedition
a concern that joseph smith repeated at the banks of the
mississippi river inin a letter to his wife

but our numbers and means are altogether too small for the
accomplishment of such a great enterprise now is the
time for the church abroad to come to zion it is our
prayer day and night that god will open the heart of the
churches to pour in men and means to assist us for the
redemption and upbuilding of zion we want the elders
inin kirtland to use every exertion to influence the church
to come speedily to our relief 9

on the other handband the printed circular betrays a certain
optimism with regard to the Mornmormonsmornionscormonslonsionsyons ability to intimidate
the jackson citizens word of april s violence inin jackson
hadnhaan t reached kirtland at this point but these events show
that the local missounansmissouriansMissour ianslans were spoiling for a fight and the
addition of an armed mormonmornion force in the county would inin
no way deter them from attacking the saints

zion s camp arrived at the mississippi on 4 june two
days were spent in ferrying the camp across the riverriver and on
the 7thath it moved to salt river where a branch of the church
known as the allred settlement was located more than 200
now comprised the expedition on 35 june the elders in clay
county petitioned dunklin for an armed guard

we think the time is just at hand when our society will be
glad to avail themselves of the protection of a military
guard that they may return to jackson county we do not
now know the precise day but mr reese gives his opinion
that there would be no impropriety in petitioning your ex-
cellencycel lency for an order on the commanding officer to be sent
by return inallmailmallmalidinall that we might have it inin our hands to present
when our people get ready to start 0 O

cf john corrill A bribeefbnefef history of fhetheibe chuichchurch of chrisichiist of larrerlaller day
salnissaints st louis printed for the author 1839 p 21 and william smith
william smtthsmith onoil mormoinsinMOInoingi monism lamonilamoniLd moni iowa herald steam book and job
office 1883 ppap 2324252423 24
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after a four day pause at the allred settlement the camp
resumed its march on 12 june that same day joseph smith
dispatched orson hyde and parley pratt to jefferson city
as george A smith remembered to accept his excellency s

proposal to reinstate the saints on their lands in jackson
county and leave them there to defend themselves 31 on
15 june hyde and pratt returned to the camp with the
news that the governorvernoraovernorgovernorao refused to fulfill his promise of
reinstating the brethren on their lands inin jackson county 3

certainly dunklin s response was unanticipated by the mor
mons As late as 14 june for example john corrill could
write to the kirtland elders for as we design to be governed
inin all cases by the laws of the land we shall therefore return
under the protection of the governor as liehelleile has promised
us 3 3 dunklin s refusal of course insured that zion s camp
would not march into jackson county with its principal
objective that of protecting the latter day saints after their
return to jackson out of reach all that remained for the
camp was to move into clay county while joseph smith
deliberated with the missouri elders about possible com-
promises and more formally organized the leadership of the
church inin clay

seven days after pratt and hyde brought the news of
dunklin s refusal cornelius gilliangilliamil sheriff of clay county
rode up to the camp to confer avithnvithith joseph smithsinith gilliam
received a stastatementtenient of intention from the mormonscormonsMormons which
he published in the clay county upper mlssou17mrsmismij somsowfow i advertiser
that includes what might be considered the official versionversion of
the purpose of zion s camp at its termination

it is not our intention to commit hostilities against any man
or body of men it is not our intention to injure anyan man s

31 history of george albert smith ms original in LDS church his
toncaltoricaldorical department

12 ibid this account agrees withith parleyparleparie pratt s and orson hydehydess but
conflicts with lyinanlmanelman wightswights report quoted in smith and smith history of
rhethefhe crutchchuichchurch 14721472751472731 472 73 whichaichhich asserts that hyde and pratt brought the intellimtellatellI1
gence that the governor would execute the lawhv hatherwhateverhateerha teer it might be wightswights
entryentrenar could be sarcastic also there is sornesome question as to the exact date pratt
and hyde returned to the camp Wwightsight s journal just referred to for example
states that it wasas 13 june and charleschirlescharies C rich s original manuscript diarydiar of
the mormon journey to zion s camp Mmissourissoursaour typestypescrtypescriptcr pt inn the LDS church
Hhistoricalstorcal department assertsassents thatthit it wasis the l4thi4thlith rich s entrenar for thatthit date
reads vee traveledtraveltraxel ed till 10 0 clock met parleypirleparleparie prattpritt on his return from the
governor sloped and held a council decided that we should go on armed and
equiped started at 12 0 clock traveledreeled 25 miles camped on ia small creek
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person or property except inin defending ourselves it is
our intention to go back upon our lands in jackson countycount
by order of the executive of the state if possible we havehae
brought our arms with us for the purpose of selfseif defense
as it isis well known to almost every man of the state that
we haehave every reason to put ourselvesoursehes inin an attitude of
defense considering the abuse we haehave suffered in jackson
county we are anxious for a settlement of the difficulties
existing between us upon honorable and constitutional
principles3lprinciples34

several sources assert that one purposepuipose of the camp was
to carry supplies to the exiled saints but no evidence has
materialized that any supplies were actually delivered to the
saints inin clay county the financial records of zion s camp
show that on 21 june there remained s23370253255233 70 inin the camp
treasury which was divided equally among the members 36

these records also show that no nmoniesioniesdonies were disbursed to
the clay county mormonscormons individual assistance however was
given by some mernmembersbetsbers of the camp after their discharge a
number remained inin clay to help the saints salvage their

17jcrops
both pratt s and hyde s accounts shed some lihtlight on the

reasons behind daniel dunklin s shift in position according
to parleypailey pratt

we had an interview with the governor who readilyreadilbeadil
acknowledged the justice of the demand but frankly told us
he dare not attempt the execution of the laws in that re
spectsped for fear of deluging the whole country in civil war
and bloodshed he advised us to relinquish our rights for
the sake of peace and to sell our lands from which we hadhid
been driven os

and orson hyde recalledcalledle that the
4

governorgovernor

referred us to the courts of the respectiverespect ie counties in which
our aggrievances originated and said that he entertained no
doubt but that these courts that had full jurisdiction would
do us ample justice in the case he knew better he knew
that both magistrates constables judges and sheriffs were

quoted in ainoMissomissouramissourlAI uourl intelligence 12 julyjul 1834isil1854IS i l
egtg licilc 21062 106log prattpritt auiobloautobioahraphy p 122
reproduced in wilburn D talbot zion s gampgimpcamp diastermastersalasters thesis

Brigbnghambrighainbanghamhain youngyoun university 1973 ppap 132361523615206132152 36 original in the LDS church
historicalHistoncil department extracts froinfrom heber C kimball s journal timestunes
and seasons 68406 840

3 missoMJSSOMIurl intelliintelligencesancerenceren cer 28 june 18341854
pratt auiobloautobioaphraphy p 125123
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engaged in the mob and were sworn to destroy us he well
knew that to refer us to the courts for justice was like re-
ferring us to a band of thieves to sue for the recovery of
stolen property the courts would do nothing the gover-
nor would not if he could and the president of the united
states at the head of all politicaloliticalpoliticaloli tical power could not correct
one error in any branch belowbelow him neither redress us in
any way 39

dunklin did have good reason to fear civil war the
abortive court of inquiry and the violence of the preceding
april were ample evidence that the jackson countianscountlansCountianslans would
go to any lengths to keep the mormonscormons out of thediedle county
moreover as the camp approached independence took on
the appearance of a city under siege sentries were posted
along the missouri river and troops paraded the streets
determined to repel with spirit the threatened invasioninvasion 40

dunklin was also informed that the jackson citizens expected
reinforcementsrein forcemenforcementforcemen ts from the adjoining counties and inaccurately
that both sides were arming themselves with cannon 41

on 6 june dunklin had written to john thornton an
influential clay countianfountianCoun tian urging thornton to effect a com-

promise between the mormonscormons and the jackson citizens and
sugsuggestinggesting that the best course would be for the local mis
sourianssourianosousounansyounansrians to buy out the mormonscormons 12 he repeated this advice
to the leaders in jackson county and according to the report
of this conimunicationcommunication in the upper missouri enquirer should
the mormonscormons refuse to accede to an honorable and fair ad-
justment of these difficulties the governor will not restore
any to that county but such as hold lands aj4j it isis inconincon-
ceivableceivable however that the governorgovernor sincerely believed that a

compromise could be reached it nmustlust have been apparent to
him that without his intervention the local citizens could
keep the mornmormonscormonsionslons out of jackson without expending a penny
simply by refusing to do anything other than continue to
make threats after the collapse of the efforts to effect a

compromisecornpronilse on 16 june the governor still refused to act
despite his rather strange assertion to the jackson leaders that

defedeseretDese ietlet neunews f 12 mamay 1858
john K tonsendtovvnsendtounsendTon send narfNarrnaffnarrativenciiidtnenarralivealive of a journeytoujouifie across the rochyrockrocky fountaimountainsmountainj

tolo10 the Columcolumbiabirbit river philadelphia henryhenr perkins 1839 p 25

dunklin to J Tbthorntonornton 6 june 18341854 HC 228484872848787
4 ibidinid
As quoted in missouraalnfouimissourlMISsomystourl intelligencerinielligencerintelli enceeencei 21 june 1834



ZIONS CAMP 419

he would restorelestore only mormon landowners in the event the
compromise failed thus it would appear that by the time
zion s camp reached the mississippi river dunklin had
decided upon a policy of benign neglect regarding the
mormon problem knowing that without his forceful inter-
vention the mormonscormons had no recourse but to abandon their
efforts to recover their jackson county lands the opening
sentence of Dudunklinriklin s comments on the mormonscormons in a letter of
15 august seems to bear this out

upon the subject of the poor deluded mormonscormons & the in
furiafurlafuriatedfunatedlunatedmuriatedted jacksonitesJacksonites it is unneccesary now to say anything &
I1 hope it will continue so there can be no difficulty in
ascertaining the correct course for me if I1 am compelled
to act I1 have no regard for the mormonscormonsMormons as a separate
people & havehae an utter contempt for them as a religious sect
while upon the other hand I1 have much regard for the
people of jackson county both personally and politically
theythe are many of them my personal friends and nearly
all of them are veryery staunch democrats but these are all
secondary considerations when my dutiesdulles are brought in
question 44

most probably therefore dunklin originallyongmallymaily made his promise
of military assistance to

C
guard the mormonscormons back to their

homes in good faith but in the intervening sixsix months as
the situation in jackson county deteriorated he perceived
that an armed conflict would inevitably ensue if the mormonscormons
returned to the county and helielleile pragmatically withdrew his
promise in order to avert a civil warwai

whether the camp would have been able to protect the
saints had they been restored to their lands inin jackson isis
questioquentioquestionablenahle the combined Mmormonm 1 on force would have totaled
between 400 and 500 men 15 on the other hand 400 to 500
Missourmissounansmissouriansianslans were involved in the destruction of phelps house
and printing office on 20 july 1833 corrillcornil remarked
in december 1833 that the mob was twice the size of the

dunklin to J H haden 15 august 1834 originalonmiloamil in the missouri
state historical societysochetsocietSoctetciet columbia missouri

45 the stafstar for november 1832 reports ia mormonmornion population in jackson
countycount of 465 disciples baptisedbaptizedbapti sed men and women and 345 children and
nonmembersnon members the march 1833 issue reports about 500 disciples the eve-
ning and morning stasstar exaidextra februaryfebreb ruar 1834 asserts that upwards of 1000
mormon inenmen women and children were driven from jackson county inin
novemberno ember 1833

slatstatstafstar december 1833 cf the evening and mommemorningnomme statstafstarsfat extra
february 1834
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mormon force then inin missouri and min june 1834 he re-
ported that at a moment s notice two or three hundred
jackson countiansCount ians turned out to fightc the mormonscormons on a
false alarm 477 one lexington citizen wrote to his father that
900 men from jackson and 700 others from adjoining counties

undoubtedly inflated estimates hadbad been raised to attack
the mormonscormons if they attempted a return as4s and at the 16

june meetingc ostensibly to discuss a compromise the chairman
of the jackson committee declared

in the presence of five or eight hundred persons appealing
to high heaven for the truth of his assertion that they would
dispute every inch of ground burn every blade of grass
and suffer their bones to bleach on their hills rather than
the mormonscormons should return to jackson county 1949

it appears therefore that had dunklin kept his promise and
escorted the mormonscormons back to their lands a second violent
confrontation would have erupted with the mormonscormons at a
disadvantage

the destiny of zion s camp in a real sense was in
dunklin s hands his promise of a guard was a precipitating
factor in the camp s creation and his decision not to provide
armed assistance removed any opportunity for the camp to
play a lawful role in recovering mormon lands neverthel-
ess in retrospect it would seemseeni that joseph smith had no
other reasonable alternative at the 24 february council meet-
ing but to respond as he did with the formation of zion s
camp given the Mornmornionsmormonscormonsionslons belief in the eschatological sig-
nificancenificance of jackson county it was impossible for them
simply to walk away from their holdings in jackson without
making some substantial effort toward their recovery par-
ticularlyticularly with the governor s promise of help lingering in their
minds the camp was the eniembodimentbodiment of such an effort it
further brought into sharp focus lustjustust what the mormonscormons could
expect from the missouri government having made that
effort and having

C
tested the limits of 0governmental support

the leaders of the church could move from a singlemindedsingle minded
concentration on jackson county to examine other alternatives
for the latter day saints in missouri

stafstarstai january 1834 june 18341854
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