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I1 JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

prophet scholar historian author counselor and friend

EARL E OLSON

As president joseph fielding smith left the church ad-
ministration building on what was to be his last day at the
office he stopped to greet some of the personnel in the hist-
orical department this was a typical action of this great
man showing the closeness he felt to those with whom he
had associated over a period of seventy years he became
involved with the writing of church history and the preser-
vation of church records when he started work in 1902 as a
clerk in the office of the church historian he then became
directly responsible for the history and the records when
after an additional fifteen years he was called as the church
historian in 1917 a position he filled for forty nine years
until he was sustained as the tenth president of the church
during his tenure as church historian many advancements
were made in the historian s office involving record keep-
ing records management microfilmingmicrofilming and processing and
preservation of the church records one of his exceptional
characteristics was that he could always be found at his desk
or filling a church assignment even when he was handi-
capped with his foot in a cast he was busy at his desk from
early morning until late afternoon during these years he
was productive in writing fifteen publications coming from
his pen together with numerous pamphlets and articles
poems and hymns

president smith was an unassuming humble man yet he
could be stern when sternness was needed he was often

earl olson has worked closely with president smith in the church hist-
orian s office for thirty eight years first as a clerk 1934 then as church
librarian 1948 then as assistant church historian 1965 with the re-
organization of the historical department of the church he was named
church archivist he is also a member of the editorial board of BYU
studies



brief and direct in answering queries when he thought the
inquirer should already know the answers and yet he had
great empathy for those who had problems and his door was
always open not only to those who worked under his direc-
tion but to visitors who sought his counsel he felt great
love for little children and his face would light up whenever
the little ones were ushered into his room he was concerned
for the members of the church and for their proper under-
standing of the gospel of jesus christ many came to him
for an interpretation of the scriptures and left well satisfied

to those who knew him well joseph fielding smith
was a warm personality he was a devoted scholar historian
author and counselor in his passing we have lost a great
friend and leader
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guest editors prologue

TRUMAN G MADSEN

this isis your finest issue to date so a preassessmentproassessmentpreassessment by
historiophiles has affirmed annually this is our fourth
year the institute of mormon studies has presented his-
torical research findings in the summer issue of BYU studies
this year we conclude our investigation of the kirtland era

As expected we offer here some resounding firsts one is a
transliteration by dean jessee of a full forty pages of presi-
dent wilford woodruff s diary from november 1836 to may
1837 with vision like isaiah s and fervor like paul s wil-
ford woodruff made journal entries almost daily for 63
years thus creating as B H roberts puts it an original
documentary historical treasure which is priceless 1 in this
kirtland segment one can feel the whole rich moving drama
of the growing church through the soul of a man who was
inin every way a modern saint

A second first is oliver cowdery s sketch book for
kirtland also transcribed by dean jessee and commented
on by leonard arrington beginning in january 1836 it por-
trays many phases of the movement the organizational un
foldings and the drives of the early church it also mani-
fests the intellectual vigor of the hebrew school and many
prime personalities of the church it is of course revelatory
of cowdery himself

both the wilford woodruff and oliver cowdery diaries
enable us to see the importance of the house of the lord
aaftereter its dedication interlocking authoritative keys covenants

dr madsen director of the institute of mormon studies is professor of
philosophy at brigham young university former president of the new
england mission for the church he has lectured and published widely in
the history and philosophy of religion

aa1aA comprehensive history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 6 vols provo utah brigham young university press 1957 6354

343345
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washings and anointingsanointings and quorum activities A
closeup of the kirtland temple is contained in a piece
by lauritz petersen he gives us an authentic outline of the
roots of temple ordinances showing how early and how per-
vasive they were inin the consciousness of the prophet joseph
smith more he presents details of its physical planning and
from original manuscripts offers insight into the pulpit ar-
rangementsrangements the organizations they represent and the mean-
ing of their initials

the recent discovery of the kirtland safety society stock
ledger book is a catalyst of two articles on the kirtland
safety society business historian scott H partridge places
the bank failure inin context trying on the one hand to disen-
tangle it from irrelevant claims and counterclaimscounterclaims and on the
other to show what actual forces were at work in the finan-
cial matrix of the time economists larry T wimmer and
D paul sampson contribute a description and analysis of the
ledger itself its entries and personalities and procedures and
the new answers and the new questions it poses

milton V backman having researched the restorationist
and campbellite backgrounds of the ohio area writes with
renewed clarity on the question of what was and was not
campbellite the movement which formed much of the reli-
gious setting of the early missionary efforts of the church
to and from kirtland he shows how accurate and significant
was the repeated missionary cry the field is white already
to harvest

davis bitton details the aftermath of the kirtland period
as the rolling waters of mormonism flowed toward missouri
he helps us see who departed and who remained and some
of the until now blurry why s

for bibliographersbibliographers the last and best of this issueissue is the
meticulous product of peter crawley a 73 page annotated
chronology of all mormon publications dozens of them here-
tofore unknown in the period 18501830 to 1838 he has spent
two decades in the search

in a special way this issue of research into the history of
the church at kirtland stands as a memorial to president
joseph fielding smith who for so many years served as the
church historian more than any other man in our generation
president smith has made the history of the church available
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to its members under his direction as prophet the historical
department of the church was reorganized and assigned to
prepare a new sesquicentennial comprehensive history of the
church this commission gives body to the hope envisioned
in our first special issue of BYU studies spring 1969
which delves into the origins of the church the hope that
we might help lay the groundwork for that new history
we have been commissioned by leonard J arrington the
new church historian to continue our research and publish
ing and thus to do as much of the preparatory work for the
new comprehensive history as possible

so with that charge in our next issue of studies we move
on to missouri and we once more invite students writers
historians and all who have any interest in any phases of
that period to contact us for lines of approach and relevant
materials



the quest for a restoration
the birth of mormonism in ohio

MILTON V BACKMAN JR

in the latter part of october 1830 four mormon mission-
aries oliver cowdery peter whitmer jr parley P pratt
and ziba peterson appeared in mentor ohio and introduced
the restored gospel to one of the influential preachers of the
western reserve elder sidney rigdon within one week these
elders had not only preached in mentor euclid and kirtland
but had created the nucleus of a branch of the church by bap-
tizing seventeen in kirtland 1 moving from rigdon s home to
the farm of isaac morley they continued to declare their faith
in the community where they were enjoying their greatest suc-
cess and on sunday 31 october the missionaries held another
meeting in kirtland which was followed by the confirmation
of a dozen newly baptized converts on the ensuing sunday
7 november about thirty additional settlers were confirmed
at a meeting held iniriiry mayfield during the subsequent week
they preached in warrensvilleWarrensville and other communities located
near the small town of cleveland 2 on sunday 14 november
sidney rigdon preached in the methodist meetinghouse in
kirtland and probably was baptized the following monday

dr backman professor of church history and doctrine at brigham young
university isis an authority in early church history the author of american
religions and the rise of mormonism 1965 and joseph smiths first vision

1971 he isis a frequent contributor to BYU studies
josiah jones history of the mormonitesMormonites the evangelist vol 9 1

june 1841 ppap 13233132 33 mormonism the telegraph painesvillegainesvillePaines ville 15
february 1831 the golden bible the telegraph 16 november 1830 p 3

diary of john murdock p 1 LDS church historian s office john
murdock journal of john murdock ppap 101310 13 typewritten copy located in
BYU library

346
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when the elders left about one month after their arrival in
ohio they had not only proclaimed the restored gospel in
many communities of northeastern ohio but had also bap-
tized approximately 130 settlers and had initiated a theologi-
cal flame that was being fanned widely by the newspapers of
the western reserve 3 when joseph smith arrived in kirtland
on 1 february 1831 to direct the activities of the new con-
verts the branch of the church in that community consisted
of about one hundred members 4

the relative success of the four latter day saint missionaries
in ohio appears most significant when compared to the
previous growth of the church six months after the church
had been organized membership was reported to be sixty two
which was an increase of thirty five from the preceding con-
ference held three and a half months earlier 5 although a
number of converts baptized by traveling mormon elders were
probably not counted in these membership figures the fact
remains that about twice as many people were baptized in the
kirtland area in one month as had been converted in other
parts of the new nation during the first half year of the history
of the restored church and the rapid growth continued in
ohio after the missionaries resumed their journey to missouri 6

after learning of the significant increase in church mem-
bership in ohio during the winter of 183018311830 1831 many ask
why the conversions were so numerous in that section of ameri-
ca why was the western reserve such a fruitful field ready
to harvest at the beginning of the 1830s

an examination of the religious conditions in kirtland
and vicinity in 1830 provides one key describing the fertile
conditions prevailing there then immediately prior to the in-
troductiontroduction of mormonism in the western reserve four
christian societies worshippedworshipped in kirtland congregationalists

journal of lyman wight cit in heman C smith history of the re-
organized church of jesus christ of latter day saints independence mo
1951 reprint vol 1 ppap 15354153 54 richard lloyd anderson the impact of
the first preaching in ohio BYU studies vol 11 no 4 summer 1971
ppap 48687486 87 49495494 95

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints ed B H roberts 7 vols and2nd ed rev salt lake city deseret book
co 195919601959 1960 vol 1 p 146

far west record p 2 LDS church historians office
john murdock reported that immediately after being baptized and ordained

he began preaching the restored gospel and baptized about seventy in four
months diary of john murdock p 2
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methodists regular baptists and a group sometimes called
11 reformers who were not affiliated with any denomination
but were seeking a return to new testament christianity

the congregational church of kirtland was constituted in
september 1819 after ten members united and endorsed a
creed patterned after the westministerWestminister confession of faith
which included the five points of calvinism total depravity
of man unconditional election or predestination limited atone-
ment irresistibility of grace man cannot reject the call and
perseverance of the saints man cannot fall after meeting
in the homes of the early settlers members of this society con-
structedstruc ted a log meetinghouse in 1822 on the site of the present
old south congregational church 7

after the arrival of the latter day saints in kirtland some
members of this society sold their property to the new immi-
grants and a few families moved to indiana there is no evi-
dence however that many in this congregation were attracted
to the restored gospel and their membership does not seem
to have been seriously affected by the arrival of the saints
in kirtland even though some congregationalists emigrated
in the early 1830s the reduction in membership was offset in
1834 when fifty six were added to this society 8

approximately the same year that the congregationalists
of kirtland united methodists commenced holding services
and in about 1820 erected a small church building on the
corner of the cemetery lot across the street from where the
kirtland temple was constructed when originally consti-
tuted the methodist society was included in the grand circuit
which consisted of forty four preaching stations in ashtabula
geaugageaugh and trumbull counties every four weeks a method-
ist circuit rider preacher traveled about two hundred miles
to visit the classes and congregations included in this vast
circuit since records of this society have not been uncovered
one cannot determine the numbers from this group who might
have been attracted to mormonism but diaries of the kirt

records of the presbyterian church of kirtland copied from the original
by lucy M morley western reserve historical society extracts from A
brief history of the congregational church of kirtland ohio p 2
written copy in lake county historical society mentor ohio

mary B sim old south congregational church the lake county
historical society quarterly vol 2 summer 1960 p 2 extracts from A
brief history of the congregational church of kirtland ohio p 2
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land converts reveal that few left the methodist church and
united with the latter day saints 9

there was also a baptist society in kirtland in 1830 this
congregation had been admitted into an alliance of closed
communion calvinist baptist churches in 1828 called the
grand river association and since there was no settled min-
ister to serve the needs of these protestants for almost five
years this group was irregularly supplied by visiting elders as-
signed by that alliance 10

prior to the arrival of the four latter day saint missionaries
in ohio the calvinist baptists of kirtland had rejected a
view popularized by reforming preachers concerning the need
to restore the everlasting gospel they had committed them-
selves to the belief that their church creed was a proper ex-
pression of faith and like most congregationalists and
methodists of kirtland the baptists were not receptive to the
message of the restoration between 1828 and 1834 their mem-
bership remained almost the same fluctuating from twenty one
to twentyfivetwenty five the only significant impact the introduction of
mormonism seems to have had on this group is that it
failed to grow after the saints established kirtland as one of
the headquarters of the church in 1833 when elder rufus
rider was serving as minister there were only twenty one be-
longing to this congregation and in 1834 when there were
twentyfivetwenty five members these baptists complained that their
small church was struggling with many and severe difficulties
being surrounded by heresiesHeresies

there also was a congregation in kirtland in 1830 that was
not affiliated with any denomination members of this re

christopher G crary kirtland personal and pioneer reminiscences
marshalltownMarshall town 1893 p 20 john marshall barker history of ohio method-

ism cincinnaticincinnatl 1898 p 109 on 22 may 1838 the methodist meeting-
house in kirtland was destroyed by fire A ruthless villain also cut the well
rope and hidbid the buckets kept near the church which prevented others from
controlling the blaze that same night individuals attempted to fire the
stone temple but the fire in a small bundle of straw failed to kindle into
a blaze recent heavy rains prevented the destruction of other buildings lo-
cated near this meetinghouse telegraph painesvillegainesvillePaines ville 31 may 1838 ac-
cording to zera pulsipher an attempt was made to blame the mormonscormons for
the destruction of the methodist church for he wrote the next day the mob
circulated news that the council of seventies had burnt down the methodist
meeting house zera pulsipher s statement 17 march 1855 LDS church
historian s office

grand river baptist association records 181718421817 1842 p 81 western
reserve historical society

ibid ppap 81 888988 89 959795 97 114 minutes of the grand river baptist
association ashtabula 1834 p 8
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ligiouslegious movement called themselves reformers reformed
baptists reforming baptists christians and disciples
but their opponents often referred to these protestorsprotestersprotestors as camp
bellitesbelaitesbel lites but alexander campbell one of the leaders of this
reform movement vehemently opposed this designation for he
insisted that christians should not be identified by the names
of human leaders 12

although campbell believed that the reforming baptists
who contended for the ancient gospel could legitimately
assume the name christian he preferred not to use that
title because a similar restorationist movement which had
emerged in new england at the beginning of the nineteenth
century had adopted that name 13 under the direction of ab-
ner jones and elias smith the eastern christians spread
from vermont new hampshire and massachusetts across
new york and pennsylvania into ohio and other parts of the
old northwest 14 although campbell recognized that mem-
bers of this denomination held a number of views that har-
monized with his convictions he concluded that they had
failed to restore the purity of the gospel as taught by those
called christians first at antioch they did not immerse
for the remission of sins campbell declared they neglected
to hold a weekly lord s supper and he added they incorrectly
believed that the father and son were separate and distinct
beings consequently to avoid being associated with the
eastern christians or members of the christian connection
campbell suggested in august 1830 that individuals who en-
dorsed his interpretation of the new testament continue call-
ing the local congregations the churches of christ and refer to
the people and the general movement as the disciples of
christ 15

when the missionaries to the lamanitesLamanites introduced the re

lthomas campbell to george archer 20 august 1830 quoted in alex-
ander campbell memoirs of elder thomas campbell cincinnati 1861
ppap 15052150 52 parley P pratt the autobiography of parley parker pratt chi-
cago 1888 p 49 alexander campbell ed the christian baptist 17 vols
cincinnati 1835 vol 1 p 561

david millard christians or christian connexion an original his-
tory of the religious denominations at present existing in the united states
ed 1I daniel rupp philadelphia 1844 ppap 16670166 70

the christian church in boston christian palladium vol 4 15
july 1835 ppap 828482 84 david millard s letter ibid vol 3 1 august 1834
ppap 11213112 13

alexander campbell the millennial harbinger vol 1 2 august 1830
ppap 37273372 73
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stored gospel in the western reserve there were approxi-
mately fifty reformed baptists living on isaac morley s farm
in kirtland all these reformers joined the church 16 many
others seeking a restoration were living in mentor paines
ville warrensvilleWarrensville mayfield chardon and other communi-
ties located near kirtland and a number of these persons also
joined the church shortly after the gospel was introduced in
ohio 17 more members of this religious movement were at-
tracted to the restored gospel in 1830 than emerged from
any other society and when the first branches of the church
were constituted in that state during the winter of 183018311830 1831
they were located in kirtland mentor warrensvilleWarrensville and may-
field communities where a distinct form of a restorationist
movement prevailed 18

many farmers merchants and craftsmen of kirtland and
vicinity had launched a quest for a restoration of new testa-
ment christianity after they had been inspired by one of the
influential preachers of the western reserve sidney rigdon
elder rigdon arrived in the area of kirtland in 1826 when
he was called to be minister of a regular baptist congrega-
tion located in bainbridge geaugageaugh county a community lying
about fifteen miles south of kirtland 19 within a year after
assuming this position sidney rigdon accepted the call to be
leader of another regular baptist church in mentor located
nine miles northeast of kirtland A former elder of the men-
tor church warner goodall had died in june 1826 and
members of that congregation became acquainted with rigdon

journal of lyman wight citdt in heman C smith history vol 1 p
153 jones history of the mormonitesMormo nites evangelist vol 9 1 june 1841 p
153133135

journal of lyman wight cit in hemanreman C smith history vol 1 ppap
15354153 54 journal of john murdock ppap 131513 15 chardon church book of the
disciples vol 1 ppap 40 41 44 located in pilgrim church chardon ohio
edward partridge jr extracts from the journal of edward partridge p 5

LDS church historian s office
journal history 31 december 1830 LDS church historian s office
history of joseph smith times and seasons vol 4 15 may 1843

ppap 19394193 94 there is an excellent biographical sketch of sidney rigdon in-
cluded in the history written by the prophet which was prepared while
rigdon was available for consultation

although two biographies have been written on sidney rigdon daryl
chase sidney rigdon early mormon master s thesis university of chi-
cago 1931 and mark F McKieman the voice of one crying in the
wilderness doctoral dissertation university of kansas 1969 this article
emphasizes the evolution of rigdon s theology and beliefs held by the follow-
ers of rigdon when the restored gospel was introduced to the inhabitants of the
western reserve
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when he delivered the funeral sermon during the summer
of 1826 however this group called reverend thomas B

stepheson to be their spiritual leader but after serving only
a few months stepheson agreed to direct the baptists in eu-
clid 20 the path was then opened for sidney rigdon to begin
his labors that affected the lives of many people living in
northeastern ohio

before arriving in geaugageaugh county sidney rigdon had
concluded that the baptist creeds contained incorrect ex-
pressionspressions of faith that all the popular creeds of christendom
should be replaced by one rule of faith the bible and that
there was a need to restore the ancient order of the gospel 21

rigdon had arrived at this conclusion while serving as
minister of the first baptist church in pittsburg which was
the first society to call him to the ministry he had been
set apart and ordained by members of the beaver baptist asso-
ciation in 1819 after studying a short time under the direction
of the reverend andrew clarkdarkoark 22 after his ordination which
in the opinion of the baptists was a public acknowledgment
that he could exercise the priesthood rigdon moved to war-
ren ohio where he lived with the reverend adamson bentley
during his first year in warren he not only met and married
phebe brook but also helped bentley baptize about fifty six
converts 223 recognizing rigdon s eloquence as a preacher the
baptists of pittsburg in 1822 selected him to be their leader
but two years later he informed this congregation that he
could no longer uphold the doctrines which they endorsed
consequently he labored as a tanner for two years to support
his wife and three children 2421

in 1824 many of rigdon s beliefs were in harmony with
tenets popularized by alexander campbell and rigdon s tem-
porary withdrawal from the ministry coincided with camp

ibid vol 4 1 june 1843 p 204 grand river baptist association
records ppap 60 666766 67 747574 75 amos sutton hayden early history of the
disciples in the western reserve ohio cincinnati 1876 p 191

history of joseph smith times and seasons vol 4 15 may 1843
ppap 19394193 94

22 ibid vol 4 1 may 1843 ppap 17778177 78 minutes of the beaver baptist
association 1820 warren ohio 1820 p 4

23in august 1820 after fifty six had been baptized in the preceding
twelve months there were ninety one members in the baptist society in
warren and this was one of the largest baptist congregations in ohio record
of the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association p 44 hiram college hiram ohio

history of joseph smith times and seasons vol 4 15 may 1843
ppap 19394193 94
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bell s increased popularization of the impropriety of creeds
and the need to restore the ancient gospel rigdon had be-
come acquainted with campbell s beliefs through personal
conversations with him and by reading the christian baptist
which campbell commenced publishing in 1823 in bethany
west virginia then virginia 25

the year that rigdon left the ministry of the baptist
church in pittsburg campbell enunciated his opposition to
creeds by writing in the christian baptist that the popular
creeds of christendom were composed of propositions de-
duced by logical inferences and couched in philosophical
language to present such creeds to individuals he added

shocks all common sense this pernicious course is what has
paganizedpaganizerpaganized christianity 26

the following year campbell clearly emphasized his belief
concerning the need for a restoration in the first of a series of
thirty two articles appearing in the christian baptist en-
titled A restoration of the ancient order of things all
the famous reformations in history campbell proclaimed
were alterations of creeds and of clergy rather than of re-
ligionsli and the reformationsformationsdeformationsre which have occurred since the
apostasy disrupted the primitive church have left religion
where it was human creeds he added have been re-
formed and re reformed but have remained erroneous
very much is wanting to harmonize the churches of this

age with new testament standards 27

ibid robert richardson memoirs of alexander campbell cincinnati
1872 vol 2 ppap 444544 45 alexander campbell s faith in the popular creeds
of christendom had been shaken while he was studying theology in scotland
and upon arriving in america in 1809 had united with his father thomas
campbell in rejecting all denominations and endorsing the new testament
as the only guide for religious truth A few years later in 1812 this former
presbyterian preacher was baptized by a baptist elder and led the independent
congregation of about thirty who supported him and his father into the baptist
fold uniting the brush run society with the redstone baptist association in
1815 when alexander campbell joined that alliance he claimed that he
did not present a creed to that body only a written declaration of faith which
he did not consider binding as a term of communion As campbell continued
to proclaim his views he met opposition from that association consequently
in 1823 campbell became pastor of a baptist society in wellsburgWellsburg composed
mainly of members dismissed from the society at brush run and the following
year united with baptists who had formed the mahoningmasoningMahoning association in 1820
campbell the christian baptist ppap 929392 93 minutes of the redstone baptist
association 1815 pittsburg 1815 ppap 454 5

campbell the christian baptist ppap 60616061gogl60 61
21ibid ppap 12628126 28 this series on the restoration of the ancient order

of things continued from 7 february 1825 to 7 september 1829
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campbell further announced that in the summer of 1825
many conscientious ministers gathered in warren ohio and
expressed an earnest desire to witness the ancient order of
things restored after describing this unusual assembly
campbell asserted that he sincerely hoped that a return to the
new testament order would soon be exhibited in the practice
of the disciples meeting on the first day of the week 28

although rigdon endorsed the basic concepts popularized
inin the christian baptist hebe was invited to become minister in
bainbridge emphasizing the autonomy of each congregation
every baptist society selected its minister and even though the
bainbridge group had adopted a calvinistic creed and had
joined the grand river association rigdon was called to
serve without being required to endorse the local articles of
faith 29 members of the grand river association were un-
doubtedly not aware of rigdon s unorthodoxy in 1826

rigdon s popularity as a preacher and his recognized ca-
pacity of leadership is evidenced in part by his being invited
to preach to delegates of the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association
in 1826 and 1827 30 although hebe was not a member of this
alliance rigdon was approved to sit in council with them
and he joined alexander campbell who united with that asso-
ciation in 1824 in addressing the representatives from four-
teen baptist congregations

the unorthodox views of campbell rigdon and other
restorationist theologians were gradually being adopted by
most members of the mahoningmasoningMahoning association in 1825 for
example this body took one step towards departing from the
baptist fold by voting that they would admit into member-
ship any congregation which acknowledges no other rule of
faith and practice than the scriptures 31 on condition that they
walk according to the new testament rule baptists with few

281121112111bidbidibid p 169 campbell dated the commencement of the degeneracy
of the christian church about AD 250250 alexander campbell A debate on
the roman catholic religion new york 1837 p 66

history of joseph smith times and seasons vol 4 1 may 1843
ppap 17778177 78 15 may 1843 p 194

record of the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association ppap 767876 78 808280 82 mc-
kiernan incorrectly concluded that in 1826 rigdon accepted a pastorate
at mentor ohio which was in the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association the
painesvillegainesville mentor congregation belonged to the grand river baptist associ-
ation F mark mckiernan the voice of one crying in the wilderness sid-
ney rigdon religious reformer lawrence kansas coronado press 1971
ppap 23 25

record of the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association ppap 747574 75



LAKE ERIEerle 0 ASHTABULA

0 PAINESPAINESVIIVILLEvilee11

0 MENTOR THOMPSON

KIRTLAND
00 0 CHARDON

EUCLIDEUC LID
0 HUNTSBURG0 MAYFIELDMAYIIELD

LEVELAND

0 warrensvilleWARRENSVILLE

0 bainbridge PA
0 HIRAM

0 NELSON
0 MANTUA 0 WARREN

0 bracevillebrakevilleBRA CEVILLE

austintownoaustintownAUST INTOWN

OHIO

T

WELLSBURG
1 0 BRUSH RUN VALLEY

47 0 BETHANY

c
PA

WES
VIRGINIA

map of the ohio pennsylvaniaPennsy laniaiania and west virginia area referred to



356

exceptions insisted that creeds were not only lawful but neces-
sary to maintain unity purity and harmony without these
expressions of faith they predicted that the church would
become corrupt by the emergence of false and spurious in-
terpretations of the bible 13232

restorationist theologians living in the early republic not
only denounced the propriety of creeds but before 1828 con-
cluded that spurious interpretations of the bible were con-
tained inin the articles of faith endorsed by orthodox baptists
and other protestants individuals subscribing to the views
popularized inin the christian baptist held that calvinistic ex-
pressionspressions of predestination infringed upon man s free will and
that variousvarious creedal statements concerning the godhead were
unscriptural although campbell s position concerning deity
was not clearly understood by others at this time his rejection
of the calvinistic doctrine of the trinity especially the use
of the term trinity was being circulated in the western res-
erve prior to 1830 33

while serving as minister of the regular baptists in
mentor sidney rigdon formally departed from the baptist
fold possibly his denunciation of the creeds of christendom
would have been sufficient for the baptists of the grand
river association to expelleppell him from their alliance but his
departure from traditional baptist orthodoxy seems to have
advanced about 1828 when he began emphasizing that a re-
mission of sins and the reception of the holy ghost
would follow the immersion of a repentant believer most
baptists asserted that baptism a symbol of acceptance of
christ did not remit sinssins that such a remission was con

32minutes of the grandgiand river baptist association 1829 ashtabula
1829 ppap 696 9 minutes of the beaver baptist association 1829 pittsburg
1829 minutes of the redstone baptibaptistst association 1812 1812 ppap 676 7 see
also minutes of the redstone baptist association for 1827

campbell the christian Bapbaptisttst ppap 254 33334333 34 the arianananarlan views of
the eastern christians and of barton stone were also being circulated inin ohio
about 1830 through the christian palladium and the christian messenger
and campbell denounced arianismananism while he was rejecting popular expressions
of the trinity although he attacked the unintelligible jargon the un-
meaning language of the orthodox creeds on the subject of the trinity
campbell held that the father son and holy spirit are three divine persons
inin one divine nature many inin ohio however were confused as they at-
tempted to relate campbells position concerning the godhead and some inin-
correctly classified him as an arianananarlan the observer and telegraph hudson
11 november 1830 p 3 17 march 1831 p 4 royal humbert ed A
compend of alexander campbells theology st louis bethany press 1961
ppap 848684 86
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nectednecked with faith alone and baptists with few exceptions
contended that reception of the holy ghost was not a conse-
quence of the immersion of the faithful 34

before 1827 the doctrine that a remission of sins followed
baptism had not been practically and effectively presented
to the inhabitants of the western reserve even though sid-
ney rigdon had heard this doctrine taught by alexander
campbell inin 1823 while serving as a minister in pittsburg
rigdon rode to kentucky to witness a debate between camp-
bell and a presbyterian preacher the reverend W L mac-
calla rigdon took notes during this debate which aided
campbell in the preparation of a tract published in 1824 quot-
ing acts 238 campbell told the reverend that baptism was
a divine institution designed for putting the legitimate subject
of it in actual possession of the remission of sins but camp-
bell confessed that since his opponent paid little or no at-
tention to this doctrine the subject was not formally de-
bated 35

the person generally credited with being the first to pop-
ularize widely in eastern ohio the concept enunciated on the
day of pentecost is walter scott a friend of rigdon s while
he was living in pittsburg in september 1827 scott was
called by the mahoningmasoningMahoning association to preach without binding
him to creed or congregation and shortly after this appoint-
ment he began proclaiming six basic principles faith re-
pentancepen tance believer s baptism remission of sins reception of
the holy ghost and eternal life 31036 onene contemporary samuel

campbell the christian baptist ppap 45455454 55 630 six of the original
members of the mahoningmasoningMahoning association including the church at warren
sanctioned in their articles of faith as an apostolic practice the laying on of
hands on baptized persons but most baptists did not agree with the views of
scott rigdon and campbell concerning baptism as a prerequisite for receiving
the gift of the holy ghost see mary A smith A history of the mahoningmasoningMahoning
baptist association masters thesis west virginia university 1943 p
27 records of the mahoningmasoningMahoning baptist association p 9

campbell memoirs of thomas campbell p 140 campbell the chris-
tian baptist p 01401 alexander campbell A debate on christian baptism be-
tween the rev W L maccalla a presbyterian teacher and alexander
campbell buffalo 1824 ppap 13536135 36 richardson memoirs of alexander
campbell vol 2 ppap 717371 73 95

36hayden history of the disciples p 71 walter scott the gospel
restored cincinnati 1836 p vi scott claimed that he taught the concept of
baptism for the remission of sins to campbell and rigdon and that rigdon
converted the mormon missionaries to that belief although it appears that
this doctrine was not emphasized in the preaching of most reformers before
1827 campbell and rigdon understood this concept before that date the
viewview was also clearly enunciated in the book of mormon and in the in
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robbins reported the great excitement which erupted in
bracevillebrakevilleBraceville ohio in february 1828 after scott unfolded these
views it was common practice robbins also observed

for him walter scott to illustrate the five items leading
to eternal life viz faith repentance baptism remission
of sins and the holy spirit by holding up his left hand
and using his thumb for faith and so on then contrast
it with the five points of calvinism and thus he made the
scripture order of the gospel so plain that little boys could
carry it home 37

prior to the summer of 1828 sidney rigdon was also ef-
fectively proclaiming peter s day of pentecost message from
mentor to mantua according to amos hayden another res-
torationist preacher rigdon and scott discussed these princi-
ples inin warren in march 1828 after which rigdon accom-
panied by adamson bentley rode to mentor there they pro-
claimed this doctrine in the neighborhood where rigdon lived
after converting more than fifty inhabitants and baptizing
more than twenty settlers to that which was called the scrip-
tural order of the gospel these elders rode to kirtland and
converted fifty additional individuals 38 others living in war
rensvilledensvillerensville and mayfield also embraced these doctrines 39 mean-
while in 1827 rigdon had been called to serve the settlers
in mantua portage county who had belonged to the baptist
church in nelson it was while he was building a large
and respectable reformed society in that community that
rigdon advanced the doctrine that believers would receive the
gift of the holy ghost following baptism by immersion for the
remission of sins 40

amos hayden was not the only contemporary who reported
rigdon s success in the western reserve in the summer of
1828 alexander campbell announced in the christian bap-
tist that bishops scott rigdon and bentley in ohio within

strucdonsstructiowstrucdonstiow of john the baptist to the prophet joseph smith and was thereby
endorsed by latter day saints before the LDS missionaries arrived in ohio
for the views of scott on this subject see walter scott to br emmons
mayslickMayslick 22 october 1851 copy located in disciples historical society
nashville tennessee

hayden history of the disciples p 14314514

ibid ppap 19394193 94
journal of john murdock ppap 787 8

hayden history of the disciples ppap 23738237 38 history of joseph
smith times and seasons vol 4 15 may 1843 p 194
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the last six months have immersed about eight hundred per-
sons 41

members of the grand river association clearly recognized
that sidney rigdon and members of the congregation over
which he presided had departed from the historic baptist tra-
dition and when they assembled in september 1828 they
promptly 11voted to withdraw fellowship from the painesvillegainesvillePainesville
and mentor church agreeing that this congregation should
no longer be listed in their minutes representatives from
the seventeen congregations forming this alliance further re-
solved that since the sentiments and practices propagated
by the leading men in the mahoningmasoningMahoning association were de-
rogatory to the doctrine of christ fellowship with that body
was terminated 4212 summarizing their attitude concerning the
views of the restorationist theologians these baptists resolved

that this association deeply deplore the existence of such
evils in any of our churches as were complained of in
many of the letters presented this session with reference to
sentiments propagated by alexander campbell and this
association desire to have it distinctly understood that we
have no fellowship for those sentiments which have been
introduced into this vicinity contrary to the original faith
and platform of this body and would caution our brethren
against receiving such men or ministers as manifest any dis-
position to trample upon or disregard this bond of union
by which we are cemented 43

rigdon s group was the first to be expelled by the grand
river association for endorsing the views popularized in the
christian baptist in 1830 two other churches located southeast
of kirtland one in chardon lying eight miles away and the
other in huntsburghuntsburyHuntsburg a distance of nineteen miles were also
dismissed because they had departed from the faith of the
gospel by embracing the novel notions of A campbell 14444114214

although in an attempt to return to new testament
christianity a few congregations such as the baptists of man-
tua and mentor had withdrawn from associations in 1827
and 1828 and had denounced their former creeds many his-
torians date the rise of a new denomination the disciples of

campbell the christian baptist p 452
grand river baptist association records ppap 83 86

43ibid p 86
14ibid p 99
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christ with the dissolving of the mahoningmasoningMahoning association in
september 1830 when delegates of that alliance assembled
in austintownAustintown for their annual meeting they severed all con-
nections with the baptist faith by agreeing to discontinue their
yearly gatherings as an association and to return to the primi-
tive purity of new testament christianity 45

shortly before the mahoningmasoningMahoning association was dissolved
campbell commenced publishing another periodical the mil-
lennial harbinger which a few months later replaced the
christian baptist in the original issue of january 1830
campbell inserted as a heading for this work a quotation from
his version of revelations 146 1 I1 saw another messenger
flying through the midst of heaven having everlasting good
news to proclaim to the inhabitants of the earth 46

alexander campbell not only continued to include the
scripture from revelations on the cover of his harbinger but
emphasized restorationist concepts in the last issues of the
christian baptist he proclaimed early in 1830 that groups
had already commenced to restore the ancient gospel and pre-
dicted that this blissful revolution would produce a state in
society far surpassing the fruits of righteousness peace and
joy that had resulted from any previous religious revolt since
the great apostacyapostasyapostacy from christian institutions 47

while various reformers were establishing independent
congregations based on their versions of the new testament
church sidney rigdon and many other leaders of this move-
ment concluded that such action was a precursor to the mil-
lenniumlennium hayden remembered that many restorationist theo-
logians proclaimed in 1830 that the millennium had now
dawned and that the long expected day of gospel glory would
very soon be ushered in the return to conditions existing
in the primitive church was viewed as an initiatory move

mary A smith history of the mahoningmasoningMahoning association p 93 the
first church of the campbell movement inin the area of the mahoningmasoningMahoning associ-
ation to reject its creed was the society inin mantua organized on 27 january
1827 the following november the baptists in new lisbon abandoned their
articles of religion and in 1828 a similar action was taken by the members of
the bracevillebrakevilleBraceville church ibid ppap 939493 94

campbell the millennial harbinger vol 1 4 january 1830 p I11

campbell the christian baptist p 664 campbell also proclaimed in
1830 that the american revolution is but the precursor of a revolution of
infinitely more importance to mankind A more glorious work is re-
served for this generation the emancipation of the human mind from the
shackles of superstition campbell the millennial harbinger vol 1 5

july 1830 p 307
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ment preceding the gathering of the jews to jerusalem and the
second coming of the savior of mankind 4841

another significant development occurred a few months
prior to the arrival of the latter day saint missionaries in
ohio As reformed baptists of the western reserve com-
pared their interpretations of the new testament with views
espoused by campbell and other preachers some concluded
that many restorationists were teaching incorrect doctrines in
an attempt to restore new testament christianity isaac mor-
ley for example convinced some of the followers of rigdon
that they should create a communitarian system under the
direction of morley and lyman wight about eight families
agreed to have all things in common pooling their property
and establishing an order called the family or the big
family A few settlers living in mayfield in 1830 also de-
cided to organize a communal society 49 while rigdon ap-
proved of this action campbell denounced the system and
after comparing beliefs the two men rode from austintownAustintown
in the fall of 1830 with conflicting views concerning the
ancient christian order 50

the economic actions of the reformers in kirtland were
not the only isissuesue which kept some of the followers of rigdon
from endorsing campbell s efforts to restore new testament
christianity for significant disagreements existed in 1830
concerning gifts of the holy spirit and authority to perform
ordinances ordained by christ

alexander campbell held that after individuals through
faith and baptism became the sons of god they would receive
the spirit of christ which was the holy ghost such recipients
he taught would be filled with peace and joy and become
habitations of god he insisted however that individuals
who received the gift of the holy ghost would not receive
some of the spiritual gifts manifested in the early church
but would be blessed with the fruits of the spirit explaining
this concept campbell stated that miracles similar to those
wrought by the holy spirit during the generation of the
apostles such as healing and speaking in tongues would
not reappear in the latter days miracles performed by the

hayden history of the disciples ppap 18386183 86
journal of lyman wight cit in heman C smith history vol 1 ppap

15253152 53
hayden history of the disciples p 209
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apostles he contended were to confirm the new religion and
prove its divine origin such manifestations were for a limited
time and campbell emphatically maintained that this limited
time had eyexpiredeyiredired 51

campbell also dionotdi&notdid not deviate from the traditional protes-
tant position regarding authority since he held that all be-
lievers in christ were bearers of the priesthood he did not
recognize the need for a restoration of the right and power
to act in godgods s name 52

in contrast to the opinions
0

of campbell some reformed
baptists in ohio especially individuals who had been influ-
enced by sidney rigdon were engaged inin a quest for the
gamesamesame power of god described so vividly in the holy scrip-
turestures one preacher john murdock wrote that after being
associatedwithassociated with reformed baptists for about three years he
became concerned because alexander campbell and many
other restorationist theologians had rejected I1latteriatteratter day miracles
andand in his opinion had thereby denied the gift and power
of the holy ghost murdock further asserted that the holy
ghost should be conferred on others by the laying on of
hands 53

shortly before the appearance of the latter day saint
elders in ohio murdock was asked by an inquirer Whwhereereisis
the man to commence the work of baptisingbaptizingbaptising or where shashallshalishail11

he get this authority murdock replied that no one had the
authority if they are out of the way as we believe he
said they have lost all authority there is only one way
in which the priesthood of god can be restored murdock ex-
plainedplained the lord must either send an angel to baptise the
first man or he must give a special command to some one
man to baptise another 54

edward partridge a successful painesvillegainesvillePainesville hatter also re-
called that prior to the arrival of the mormon missionariesmissionaries
he had concluded that it was absolutely necessary for god to
tt again reveal himself to man and confer authority upon some
one or more before his church could be built up in the
last days or any time after the apostacyapostasyapostacy partridge further
remembered that he did not consider the subject of restoration

campbell the christian baptist ppap 899189 91 95 45455454 55
ibid ppap 26 23133231 33 243 26061260 61
journal of john murdock ppap 898 9

145414.14ibid p 9
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of the priesthood until after he was convinced that god s

true church was not upon the earth then he concluded
that all men with whom he was acquainted were without
authority from god 33

newell kimball whitney another reformer who operated
a store in kirtland was also seeking a restoration of god s

power in 1830 shortly before the introduction of mormonism
in the western reserve whitney and his wife prayed earnestly
to the lord requesting to know how they might be endowed
with the holy ghost like many other followers of rigdon
whitney rejected campbell s view concerning the permanent
cessation of miracles it was also his conviction that camp-
bell s position was actually a denial of the authority to confer
the holy ghost on others 56

recognizing that many reformed baptists living in the
western reserve had rejected the creeds of christendom
were seeking a restoration of new testament christianity be-
lieved in faith and repentance as requisites to baptism held
that remission of sins and the gift of the holy ghost would
follow the immersion of the faithful denied calvinistic ex-
pressionspressions of predestination criticized some of the creedal
expressions of god believed in the imminence of the second
coming and were engaged in a quest for a restoration of
god s power and authority parley P pratt unfolded to these
seekers many truths which they were seeking before his con-
version to the restored gospel pratt had been a reformer and
had learned the message of the restoration which sidney
rigdon was proclaiming and therefore explained efficaciously
the glad tidings of the everlasting gospel to the inhabitants
of northeastern ohio in this announcement he declared that
while the inhabitants of the western reserve had not been
legally baptized god s authority had been restored 57

but not all aspects of parley P pratt s testimony har-
monized with views previously held by reformers in kirtland
mentor and nearby communities sidney rigdon and other
restorationist theologians for example had emphasized that
the bible was the sole norm of faith therefore after the
elders circulated copies of the book of mormon to the settlers

edward partridge papers 26 may 1839 LDS church historians office
andrew jensen latter day saint biographical encyclopedia salt lake

city 1901 vol 1 p 223
57pratt autobiography p 50
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of ohio many cautiously but thoughtfully and prayerfully ex-
amined the contents of this new witness for christ many
immediately recognized that this record was a priceless account
of gods dealings with some of his other sheep and after re-
ceiving a witness of its truthfulness and embracing the basic
teachings of the restored gospel many came forward
were baptized by us and received the gift of the holy ghost
by the laying on of hand and prayer in the name of jesus
christ 58

As one continues to examine the history of the church
he recognizes that many leaders emerged from the men living
in kirtland and vicinity who were seeking a restoration in
1830 sidney rigdon and frederick G williams became mem-
bers of the first presidency parley P pratt lyman wight
and orson hyde were set apart as members of the quorum
of the twelve apostles edward partridge and newell K
whitney served as presiding bishops and isaac morley was
first counselor and titus billings second counselor to bishop
partridge

As clearly enunciated in many revelations recorded by the
prophet joseph smith the field was white all ready to harvest
and one of the most fruitful fields in the early nineteenth
century was northeastern ohio

ibidibid hayden reported that the missionaries arrived in ohio with carpet
bags filled with copies of the book of mormon hayden history of the
disciples p 210



the kirtland diary
of wilford woodruff

DEAN C JESSEE

the diary of wilford woodruff fourth president of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints is one of the sig-
nificantnificant documents of mormon history covering the years
from his acceptance of the faith in 1833 until his death in
1898 president woodruff s diary offers a keenly perceptive
view of life in the early church from the perspective of a
leading official joining the church during the kirtland era
woodruff s rise to leadership was almost immediate he
was appointed to the seventies quorum in kirtland in 1836
and two years later was called to the council of twelve
apostles a calling that culminated with his appointment as
president of the church in 1889 he also served as church
historian for thirty three years and was president of the
young men s mutual improvement association among his
civic assignments wilford woodruff sat with the nauvoo
city council the utah territorial legislature and was presi-
dent of the utah horticultural society

revealing a sensitive spirit and an intense feeling of des-
tiny woodruffswoodruffe diary is a masterful chronicle explaining
his motivation to keep a diary elder woodruff wrote in
1857 1 I1 have been inspired & moved upon to keep a journal
& write the affairs of this church as far as I1 can you
may say that this is a great deal of trouble very well it has
been it has occupied nearly every liesure moment of my
time but what of it he continued

I1 have never spent any of my time more profitably for the
benefit of mankind than in my journal writing for a

brother jessee is senior historical associate in the historical department of
the church and a frequent contributor to BYU studies

365
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great portion of the church history has been compiled
from my journals & some of the most glorious gospel
sermons truths & revelations that were given from god
to this people through the mouth of the prophets joseph
brigham heber & the twelve could not be found upon the
earth on record ownly in my journals & they are compiled
in the church history and transmitted to the saints of god
in all future generations does not this pay me for my trouble
it does 1

on another occasion elder woodruff wrote

we are not apt to think of the importance of events as
they transpire with us but we feel the importance of them
afterward we are living in one of the most important
generations that man ever lived on earth & we should
write an account of those important transactions which
are takeingtakping place before our eyes in fulfillment of the
prophesies & the revelation of god there is a great flood
of revelations fulfilling in our day & as they are trans-
piring before our eyes we want a record made of them 2

wilford woodruff was born in farmington later named
avon hartford county connecticut on 1 march 1807 he
assisted his father at the farmington mills until he was twenty
years old after buying a farm and sawmill in richland new
york in the spring of 1832 he and his brother settled in busi-
ness

although wilford made no profession of faith until 18501830
his life was not devoid of religion from reading the bible
he had felt that the church of god would be establishedreestablishedre
upon the earth and that he should live to see it 3 on 29
december 1833 he heard the preaching of two mormon
elders zerah pulsipher and elijah cheney who were pass-
ing through new york

I1 truly felt that it was the first gospel sermon that I1 had
ever herd I1 thought it was what I1 had long been looking
for I1 could not feel it my duty to leeve the house with-
out bearing my witness to the truth before the people I1
opened my eyes to see my ears to hear my heart to under-
stand & my doors to entertain him who had administered
unto us 4

WIwilfordifordlford woodruff diary 17 march 1857 MS historical department
of the church hereafter designated HDC all quotations from this
diary retain the spelling and punctuation of the original

woodruff 6 september 1856
history of wilford woodruff deseret news 7 july 1858 p 81

woodruff 29 december 1833



wilford woodruff 180718981807 1898 by courtesy of the historical department of
the church
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feeling that it would be better to be a door keeper in the
house of god than to dwell inin the tents of wickedness wil-
ford was baptized on 31 december and two days later was
ordained a teacher in the newly established branch of the
church at richland 5

about the first of april 1833 harry brown and parley P
pratt arrived in richland recruiting volunteers for zion s

camp the company of men being organized to go to the aid
of church members who had been driven from their homes
in jackson county missouri woodruff accepted the call and
on 10 april left richland for kirtland ohio which had been
designated as the meeting place for the volunteers

traveling with harry brown warren ingalls john mur-
dock and orson pratt wilford arrived in kirtland at
night on 25 april 1834 his first experience at kirtland
lasted five days

there for the ffirst time I1 had a view of our beloved brother
joseph smith the prophet & seer which god hath raised up in
these last days through whom the saints receievereceieve reve-
lations from time to time brother joseph invited us to
take up our abode with him & accordingly we did and
boarded at his house most of the time for a week here
I1 became not ownly acquainted with him and his family but
with many of the brethren both high priests elders and
private members those which were making it their home at
kirtland and also those which were gathering for the pur-
pose of going up to zion I1 here first time became ac-
quaintedquain ted with elder milton holmeshoimes who traveldtraveled with us
in the camp to mo I1 was introduced to elder brigham
young7younga heber C kimball 8 br young gave me a butcher
knife on the 27th of apreilaureil being the lords day I1 attended
meeting and herd several of the brethren preach brother

woodruff 2 january 1834
milton holmes later served as a member of zion s camp and was associ-

ated with wilford woodruff in the second quorum of seventy in kirtland
brigham young 180118771801 1877 was thirty five years old when he first

met wilford woodruff he was born in whitinghamwhittinghamWhitingham vermont and was
residing in mendon new york in 1829 when he was converted to mor-
monism he moved to kirtland in september 1833 and worked on various
building projects including the temple he was a member of zion s camp in
1834 and was appointed one of the twelve apostles in february 1835

bomborn in sheldon vermont heber C kimball 180118681801 1868 was converted
to mormonism in april 1832 moving to kirtland in the fall of 1833 he
served with zion s camp in 1834 and was chosen to the council of the twelve
in february 1835 he was engaged in missionary work in the east in 1835-
1836 and returned to kirtland on 2 october 1836
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sidney rigdon 9 orson hide 10 orson pratt11pratt and others
spoke joseph smith closing during the meeting it appeared
to me there was more light made manifest at that meet-
ing respecting the gospel and kingdom of god than I1
had ever recelrecelevedreceievedeved from the whole sectarian world 12

on the first day of may 1834 four baggage wagons and
twenty men including wilford woodruff left kirtland for
missouri as the first contingent of zion s camp it was two
and one half years before he returned to kirtland

after the camp was disbanded in missouri in june wood-
ruff was employed with lyman wight in building and brick-
making at a high council meeting the following november
he was ordained a priest and called by bishop edward
partridge to go into the southern states as a missionary his
travels took him through missouri arkansas tennessee and
kentucky As a result of his ministry upward of one hundred
persons were baptized and he organized the first company
of mormon converts to emigrate from the southern states
he returned to kirtland on 25 november 1836

woodruff s diary during the six months that he re-
mained in kirtland prior to his departure for a new england
mission on 31 may 1837 is a significant mirror of the men
and institutions of kirtland 13 noteworthy are his lucid account
of pentecostal events that transpired in the temple his observaobserve

sidney rigdon 179318761793 1876 was a native of st clair pennsylvania after
moving to ohio where he became a popular campbellite preacher rigdon
was converted to mormonism in november 1830 he served as a scribe to
joseph smith and was appointed first counselor in the church presidency
in march 1833 in the absence of joseph smith with zions camp in 1834
rigdon assisted oliver cowdery in directing the affairs of the church in kirtl-
and he was also a trustee of the kirtland high school

orson hyde 180518781805 1878 was born at oxford connecticut and was
residing in ohio when he was converted to mormonism by sidney rigdon
in the fall of 1831 he performed five missionary assignments for the church
between 1832 and 1835 returning in october 1836 he spent the winter in
kirtland

orson pratt 181118811811 1881 was comerconvertedted to mormonism by his brother
parley inin september 1830 and went to kirtland in 1831 he was a member of
zion s camp and after returning to kirtland in 1835 was appointed to
the council of the twelve he performed extensive missionary work during the
1830s and taught a grammar school in kirtland

woodruff 253025 30 april 1834
detail concerning the mormon experience in kirtland is provided in

max H parkin conflict at kirtland A study of the nature and causes
of external and internal conflict of the mormonscormons in ohio between 1830 and
1838 master s thesis brigham young university 1967 robert kent
fielding the growth of the mormon church in kirtland ohio doctoral
dissertation indiindianaana university 1957 and the entire issueissue of BYU studies
vol 11 no 4 summer 1971
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tionseions of joseph smith and the prophet s reaction to opposition
and the undercurrent of dissension and strife that manifested it-
self and eventually aborted the whole kirtland experiment the
diary also provides insight into such institutions as the kirt-
land stake the kirtland safety society the monroe bank
and the organization of the seventies quorumsquorums equally sig-
nificantnificant is the view one obtains of wilford woodruff him-
self sensing a profound depth of commitment in his writings
this isis reflected in his intense drive for knowledge both
spiritual and temporal his unwavering support of joseph
smith his willing service and devotion to the cause of zion
and his eschatalogicaleschatological interpretation of events while not
grammatically polished the style of the diary reflects a sin-
cerity and spiritual forthrightness that illuminates the per-
sonalitysona lity and character of one who eventually inherited the
highest office his church could bestow the following is a
transcription of the forty pages of wilford woodruff s 1836-
1837 diary which are devoted to his six months sojourn
in kirtland
nov 25th 183611836 took the parting hand with elder sherwoodsherwood1414 I1
then set out in company with elder smoot15smoot on foot in a hardbard
snowstorm for kirtland we came in sight of the temple of the
lord16lord before we reached the village & I1 truly felt to rejoice at the
sight as it was the first time that mine eyes ever beheld the house
of the lord built by commandment & revelation we soon entered
the village & I1 spent one of the happiest days of my life at this
time inin visiting kirtland & the house of the lord & the presidents
& elders of the church I1 was truly edified to again strike handsbands
with president joseph smith jr & many other beloved saints of
god who are rolling on the mighty work of god & of israel
after being seperatedseparatedseperated from them for 212 2

1 years & amoungamlung the rest
I1 was filled with joy with the priviledg of again meeting with
elder warren parrishl7parrish17Parrish17 & also being made acquainted with his

henry G sherwood had come to kirtland from new york about 1832
he worked on the kirtland temple and was a member of the kirtland high
council inin 1837

abraham owen smoot 181518951815 1895 was born in owen county kent-
ucky and was baptized into the church by warren parrish on 22 march
1835 he was a companion to Wwilfordifordlford woodruff for a time during wood-
ruff s mission in the southern states inin 1835361835 36

the first such edifice constructed by the latter day saints the kirtland
temple was built between 23 july 1833 and 27 march 1836 at an approximate
cost of 70000

warren parrish had been a missionary companion to wilford woodruff
inin the southern states and was an officer in the kirtland bank after being
suspected of embezzlement in 1837 he united with others for the overthrow
of the church
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companion sister parrish ther is an enjoyment in meeting our
brethren & companions in tribulation that the world knows not
off because it flows from a celestial source after spending a short
time in conversing with my friends a more important scene was now
to open to my viewview than kings ever saw or princes ever knew in
this generation which was to visit the temple of the lord & its
contents elder smoot and myself visited each appartmentappartment of the
house accompanied by elder parrish & I1 must confess the scenery is
indisscribableindisscribable when I1 entered the threshholdthresh hold of the house & passed
into the lower room their was great solemnity if not awe immediately
overwhelmed me I1 felt indeed as if my footsteps were in the temple
of the lord after walking into the pulpetspullets erected for the priest
hoods & viewing the curtains all bespeaking that granduregrandukegrandure solemnity
& order that nothing shshortortofof wisdom from god could invent we
then visited the upper rooms & there viewed four egyptian mumieslumies
& also the book of abram written by his own hand & not ownly
the hieroglyphickshieroglyphicks but also many figures that this precious treasure
contains are calculated to make a lasting impression upon the mind
which is not to be erased many other important views I1 was privi-
leged with in the upper story the school rooms belfry &cac all indi-
cating great architecture & wisdom we then spent some time in visiting
the bank & printing office but wonder on wonder strikes my sense
to look into the casket of the great work of israels god in these
last days as the prophet exclaims he does things we looked not for
two & a half years since I1 left kirtland with my brethren in their
poverty to go fourth to visit our brethren in tribulation in zion then
our brethren in kirtland were poor despised & even looked upon
by the pomp of babylon with disdain & disgrace who stood waiting
with eager eyes to behold them sink into forgetfulness but how
changed the scene now I1 behold a cheerfulness beaming upon every
countenance that indicates prosperity & the noise of the ax & the
hammer & the sight of their walls & dwellings newly erected & their
bank & market & esspecially house of god speaks inin language loud
as thunder that the saints will have a city in prosperity in spite of
all the fals prophets of baal or even earth or hell because god
isis with them & his temple stands in honor of his kingdom while
babylon begins to wonder & will soon perish we spent the day with
elder parrish word in shorthand 9 mile18

the money I1 expended i expended in my travels from paducah KY
to kirtland ohio fees aboard steam boats & stagersstageesstagees board lodgings
&cac was 16.651665 also I1 paid 5005.00500 for a cloak making 216521.652165 in all

26th NOV I1 visited president & doctdoat Cowderycowdery19cowdery9199 at the printing office
& made a general settlement with them for the M & advocate for

president woodruff s shorthand appears to be a kind of pitman short-
hand but we have not found anyone to date who can read it

oliver cowdery 180618501806 1850 was born at wells vermont he met
joseph smith in 1829 during the translation of the book of mormon he went
to missouri in 1831 and after the destruction of the church printing press
in jackson county in 1833 returned to kirtland where he was appointed to
take charge of the printing office he assisted in directing the affairs of the
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the subscribers of the south I1 gave 9 new subscribers to them &
paid them 415041.504150 for the M & advocate which setteledsettelensetteled all matters
between us I1 recelrecelevedreceievedeved som counsel from presidents smith & rig-
don to elder parrishesparrisherParrishes house & spent the day inin writing

nov 29th 27 upon this lords day elder smoot & myself ac-
companiedcompanied elder parrish to the house of the lord for the first
time to behold the congregation of the saints assembled within its
walls for the purpose of worshiping god it was truly an interesting
scene it brought a lengthy catalogue of transactions contemplations &
experience of my youth to my to my mind & the experienceexperiance of this
day fulfilled many things of a spiritual nature which I1 had looked
for a number of years which I1 viewed as promises of god
after I1 entered the house & was seated I1 cast my eyes upon the
pulpits arangedapanged in order for the high priest I1 beheld the patriarch
joseph smith sen standing inin the upper pulpetpulket & president joseph
smith jr & elder carter in the second one & inin the third elders
parley & orson pratt & W parrish was seated soon elder carter
arose & opened meeting by prayer & then preached the gospel unto
us & was followed by president joseph smith jr when meeting was
dissmisseddissmissed & after an intermishionintermissionintermishion of an hour we again met inin the
house of the lord & I1 was called into the stand in company with
elder smoot & requested me to preach to the people I1 opened by
prayer & read the LVI chapter of isaiah & made some brief remarks
upon the same & gave a sketch of my travels in the south I1 was
then followed by elder smoot after he closed I1 was blessed with
the privileageprivi leage of communing with a multitude of saints in the
house of the lord assembled together from the the east west north
& south many with whom I1 had been intimately acquainted I1 truly
felt to thank god that his promises had been verifyedverifyverifieded unto me by
giving me a seat & a name within his house & within his walls word
inin shorthand as of sons & of daughters their was four confirmed
after the sacrament under the hands of elder 0 hide president J
smith addressed the congragationcongregation & the meeting closed spent the
night with elder W parrish

29 spent the day inin writing wrote two letters one to my parents &
the other to brother asahel woodruff

30 1I setteledsettelenSetteled with elder reynolds cahooncahoon2020 for the subscriptions
put into my hands by the saints of the south country for the building

church in kirtland during joseph smith s absence with zion s camp in
1834 doctdoat cowdery was warren A cowdery 178818511788 1851 a brother of
oliver he came to kirtland in 1836 and was a scribe for the prophet and
also editor of the messenger and advocate

the latter day saints messenger and advocate was a church periodical
published in kirtland between october 1834 and september 1837 oliver
cowdery and john whitmer also served as editors

reynolds cahoon 179018611790 1861 was a counselor to bishop newel K
whitney at kirtland he was born in cambridge new york and was a
veteran of the war of 1812 he affiliated with mormonism in october 1830
and went to missouri in 1831 after returning to kirtland in 1832 he was
appointed to the committee to oversee the building of the kirtland temple
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of the house of the lord in kirtland ohio I1 paid him one dollar which
was all the back money that was due this made 917591.759175 ctsacts that I1 had
the charge of that I1 forwarded for the house I1 also purchase a
latten grammer of elder P pratt2lpratt21 for smudsmudgedgedl I1 am now ex-
pecting to enter upon a course of study may the lord open my way
inin temporal & spiritual things that I1 may be usfuluspul in my day & gen-
eration have a good warfare keep the faith & receievereceieve a crown of
glory

dec ist repaired to the house of the lord whare father smith22
met a number of saints to pronounce upon them a patriarchal blessing
this was the first meeting of the kind that I1 ever attended & I1
found it to be highly edefyingedifying & interesting as their was great &
glorious things pronounced upon their heads by the spirit of prophesy
& revelation spent the evening at elder parrishesparrisherParrishes acompaniedaccompanied by
brother joseph smith which was an interesting interview
dec 2ndand I1 wrote a letter to br azmon woodruwoodruff23Woodruffff2323 it being the
first communication between us for two years I1 also wrote a letter to
col joseph rowlett24Rowlett24 at owengtonowingtonOweng ton owen county KY

3rdard traded with brother bump25 in goods 128912.891289

4thath sunday I1 went up to the house of the lord to worship elder
parish preached in the forepart of the day several spoke inin the
latter part of the day president RIGDON called a vote of the
church to discountenance the use intirely of all liquors from the
church in sickness & in health except wine at the sacraments & for
external washing the vote was carried eunanimously I1 spent the night
with elder parrish

5thath this monday morning in company with elder smoot I1 entered
the schschool26School0012626 & commenced studying the latten grammer under the
instruction of professor haws I1 commenced boarding also this

parley parker pratt 180718571807 1857 was a native of burlington new
york following his baptism in 1830 he performed a mission to western
missouri and returned to ohio in 1831 he was in missouri again when
the mormonscormons were driven from jackson county in 1833 following his
appointment to the council of the twelve in 1835 he was engaged in
missionary activity in the eastern states and canada

joseph2josephajoseph smith sr 177118401771 1840 the father of the prophet was the patriarch
to the church

2theathethe eldest brother of wilford woodruff azmon was born 29 no-
vembervemberr 1802

21joseph21joseph W rowlett was bornbom in kentucky in 1799 and was a relative of
abraham 0 smoot

jacob bump a native of silver creek new york was the chief mason
of the kirtland temple who did the plastering of the inside of the temple

heber2hebergheber C kimball noted that schools were initiated for the use of the
elders and others some studied grammar and other branches we also em-
ployed the celebrated hebrew teacher mr seixas who gave us much insight
inin a short time into that language the first presidency the twelve the
bishops high councillors and elders and church had been previously com-
manded to seek learning and study the best books and get a knowledge of
counties kingdoms languages &cac which inspired us with an untiring thirst
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morning with brother bond27 at 2 dollars per week I1 paid him 10
dollars inin advance

6789.10678910 1I spent in school inin the evening of the 10 1I wrote
two letters one to elder alexander & the other to sister M atkinson
both in tenn

lith sunday morning after an interview with priest turpinturpin2828 1I went
up to the house of god to worship & 0 what a meeting may it be
printed upon my heart as a memorial forever for on this day the
god of israel sharply reproved this stake of zion kirtland through
the prophets & apostles for all our sins & backslidings & also a
timely warning that we may escape the judgments of god that other-
wise will fall upon us even the case of the travels of the camp of
the saints from kirtland to zion in 1834 was presented to us for
an example finishes sentence in shorthand
spent the past week in school inin the lords house

18 sunday I1 went up to the house of the lord to worship sermon
delivered by elder william sm1th29smith29 elder joseph young30 adminadain
after knowledge the journal and record of heber chase kimball
1835 ppap 343534 35 MS HDC

the school attended by wilford woodruff on this occasion was the
kirtland high school which met in the attic story of the temple under the tute-
lage of HM hawes esq professor of greek and latin the school numbers
from one hundred and thirty five to one hundred and forty students divided
into three departments where mathematics common arithmetic geography
english grammar writing and reading are taught and the juvenile depart-
ment the last two having each an assistant instructor the school com-
menced in november and on the first wednesday in january the several
classes passed a public examination in presence of the trustees of the school
parents and guardians and their progress in study was found of the highest
order joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret book co 1948
2474752474 75 hereafter designated HC

one student at the kirtland high school reported studying whelpheywhelpleyWhelphey s
compend of history kirkham s grammar olney s geography and jacobs
latin grammar the school was in three departments the first or juveniles
were taught by elias smith the more advanced by marcellus F cowdery and
professor haws taught the classics memoirs of geo A smith ppap 87-
88 MS HDC

27 probably ira bond 179818871798 1887 who was born in caldwell new
jersey after moving to mendon new york bond was converted to mor-
monism by his townsman joseph young he bought thirty nine acres of
land in kirtland in may 1834 and was chosen to preside over the deacons
in january 1836 he assisted in building the kirtland temple and was a
member of the kirtland safety society

2jessejesse turpin 181618541816 1854 was born in stewart county tennessee he
was converted shortly after the organization of the church

william smith 181118931811 1893 a younger brother of joseph smith was
among the early members of the church william accompanied zion s camp
inin 1834 and was appointed to the council of the twelve in february 1835

joseph young 179718811797 1881 was the elder brother of brigham young
he was born in hopkintonhopkinsonHopkinton massachusetts and later became a methodist
preacher he was introduced to mormonism by brigham in 1832 after
serving with zion s camp he was selected as one of the presidents of the
first quorum of seventy in 1835



KIRTLAND DIARY OF WILFORD WOODRUFF 375

isteredbistered the sacrament president joseph smith jr solumnizedcolumnized the
rights of matrimony at candle light I1 preached at mr daytonsgaytons &
was followed by elder smoot & nobles31Nobles31

192019 20 was spent in school I1 commenced studying the GREEK
GRAMMER on monday the 19th dec 1836

20 at candle light I1 repaired to the house of the lord32lord12 for a meet-
ing with the quorum of the seventies the third seventies had been
chosen & the business of this meeting was to organize them & or-
dain them but as they were not all present they were not all or-
dained or organized their was 27 twenty seven of the third seventy
ordained to the high priesthood & as members of the third sev-
enty elder abram 0 smoot was among the number ordained to
the third seventy which fulfilled what I1 pronounced upon his head
by the testimony of JESUS on the 30th of june while in tenn see
june 30th 1836 the above mentioned were ordained under the
hands of presidents aldrich 33 young & coltrin 34 we had an inter-
esting meeting much of the spirit of prophecy was poured out upon
those presidents while ordaining the third seventy they proclaimed
great & marvelous things upon their heads president young had
visions while performing this ordinance

22 1I attended prayer meeting in the house of the lord at night

24 spent the past week in school

25 sunday went up to the house of god to worship & herd a dis
cours from brother samuel smith35 brother hiram smith36 broakbraak

joseph bates noble 181019001810 1900 a member of the first quorum of
seventy in kirtland was born in egremontdegremontEg remont massachusetts he was converted
to mormonism in 1832 and was a member of zions camp

in addition to the kirtland high school that met in the kirtland
temple other activities also transpired there in the evenings the singers
met under the direction of elders luman carter and jonathan crosby jun
who gave instruction in the principles of vocal music on monday evenings
the quorum of high priests meet in the west room of the attic story where
they transact the business of their particular quorum on tuesday evenings
the seventies occupy the same room on wednesday evenings the rooms are
occupied by the quorum of elders and on thursday evening a prayer meet-
ing is held in the lower part of the house free to all though generally
conducted by the patriarch joseph smith sen the twelve the high coun-
cil and other quorumsquorums generally meet each week to transact business HC
2474752474 75

hazen aldrich was an early convert to the church a member of zions
camp and inin 1836 was serving as a president of the first quorum of
seventy

zebedee coltrin 180418871804 1887 was one of the presidents of the first
quorum of seventy in kirtland he was born in ovid new york and
joined the church shortly after its organization he had accompanied zions
camp and was a member of the kirtland safety society

samuel harrison smith 180818441808 1844 a younger brother of joseph
smith was present at the organization of the church inlriiri 1830 he was a
member of the high council at kirtland and active in missionary work in
183518361835 1836

hyrum smith 180018441800 1844 was an older brother of joseph smith
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bread which closed the meeting elder smoot was quite sick & healed
by the laying on of hands

dec 27th met at the house of the lord at candle light with the
quorum of the seventies their was about one hundred elders of israel
presant of 12&3rd seventy it isis expected the seventies will meet every
tuesday evening through the winter for the purpose of worshiping
god & sanctifyingsanctifying themselves before him elder smoot was again
taken sick

2829.30282930282930282950 & 31st was principlyprinciplePrinciply spent in taking care of elder smoot
who was confined to his bed with the scariot fever at the house of
brother bonds in kirtland on the 31st of DEC being the last day
of 1836 1I arangedapanged the account of my journals & recorded the same
in the following manner thus ends the year 1836 which hath
quickly passed with its report into ETERNITY

ist I1 itravledtravledtrailed six thousand five hundred & fifty seven miles 6557
2ndand I1 iheldheldheidsheld one hundred & fifty three meetings 153

I1 attended1attended four conferences 4
& held four debates 4
1I planted one branch of the church

3rdard I1 ibaptizedbaptized twenty seven persons 27
1I confirmedconfirmedarmed 27

4thath I1 ordainediordained two elders three priests one teacher & two
deacons 8
1I esstablished 2 preaching places

5thath I1 attended to the ordinance of blessing nineteen children 19
6thath their was four persons healed of deseasesdiseasesdes eases under my hands 4
7thath I1 procured twenty two subscribers for the M & ad 22

1I also procured seventy dollars for the M & ad 70
8thath I1 gave six dollars & procured eighty five more for the

building of the house of the lord in kirtland 91
9thath I1 wrote thirty four letters 34

& receieved seven letters 7
1lothoth I1 had three mobs come together against me but always

as yet deliverddelivereddel iverd from their hands 3

the before mentioned is an account of the most conspicuous part
of my procedingsproceedingsProcedings during the year of 1836 which has gone into
eternity with its report as the year before it hath done & as the one
following & all others must do 0 time how swift & how precious
thou art how great the events that are bourn upon thy wings ess
peciallyspeciallypecially in the dispensation of the fullness of times 1836 is gone it
cannot be recalled europe hath began to tremble at thy departure
the endowment of the latter day saints hath bspake a god in
israel & is sufficient to show that though the heavens & earth pass
away the word of god spake through the prophets must all be ful-
filled it is true that the thoughts of man may now retrace his foot-
steps through 1836 that is past but who can tell whare the end of
1837 will leave him yea that important year that is mounting the
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wheels of time to stand upon the stage of exhistance to do its per-
fect work will not its gigantic operations & its magnus works stand
upon the archieveschievesarchieverAr of heaven as great events will this gentile gen-
eration still sleep in this late hour if so sleep on & take thy rest
which is short for thy end isis come & the day hath broke that israel
must be awoke from his slumber for the last time & prepare himself
for the bridegroom then let 1837 finish its work with speed &
let its departure say who hath gone to the tomb & what kingdom
overturned & what kingdom esstablished & may god grant that 1837
may report as she departs that zion & her stakes indicates that god
rules inin her midst with POWER STRENGTH & GLORY thus
ends the year of 1836

THE THIRD BOOK OF WILLFORDWlLwil LFORD FOR 1837

0 lord I1 ask thee inin the name of jesus christ thy son to look
upon thy servant willford who now occupies a place in kirtland
this first stake of zion which thou hast appointed inin this last dis-
pensationpensation & fulnessfalness of times for the gathering of thy saints 0
god of israel inspire the heart & pen of thy servant at this time
& hear & answer the petition which he will put up unto thee at this
time & remember the covenant which thy servant willford will make
with thee at this time 0 mighty god of jacob 0 lord thou hast
spared my life to behold the commencemcommenced of 1837 may my life
health & strength be precious inin thy sight through the year wilt
thou save me by thy grace from all sinsin & the powers of temptation
which try the souls of men wilt thou give me favor during this
year with god & the saints wilt thou bless me while inin school &
inin meeting with the quorum of the seventies & while attending all
other meetings in kirtland for divine worship 0 lord if it be
thy will give me the privilege of recording inin this years journal
great blessing pronounced upon my head from minemine annointinganno inting &
from under the hands of the patriarch JOSEPH & an account of
great visions & the opening of the heavens & the revelation of
JESUS CHRIST unto me that I1 may be a special witness of thee
0 lord & may I1 also have the administering of holy angels that
I1 may be toughtfought of the eternal things of the priesthood if I1 am
called to preach thy word this year may I1 be bless with souls for
my hire if I1 visit my kinsman wilt thou make me an instrument
of bringing them into thy celestial kingdom & I1 covenant with thee
heavenly FATHER to go & come at thy bidding I1 ask the above
blessings through the priesthood inin the name of JESUS CHRIST
AMEN

jan 3rdard at early candle light I1 repaired to the house of the lord
in company with elder milton holmes for the purpose of meeting
with the quorum of the seventies president aldrich opened the meet-
ing by prayer & after a few appropriate remarks from president coltrin
about twenty of the third seventy was ordained to the high priest-
hood & as members of the third seventy under the hands of the
above named presidents after these were ordained elder M holms
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& myself was called upon by the presidents to come for ward to
be ordained as members of the first seventy elders of israel to bear
the name of jesus to the nations of the earth the first seventy
was chosen out of the CAMP that went up to zion for the redemp-
tion of it & the saints in the spring of 1834 but as we were not
present when the first seventy was chosen we was afterwards chosen
inin the second quorum see may 31th 1836 in this journal but
there being two vacancies in the firs quorum we were chosen to fill
them president aldrich ordained elder holmes to this appointment
& pronounced great blessings upon his head president Z coltrin
ordained me as a member of the first seventy & pronounced great
blessings upon my head by the spirit of prophecy & revelation some
of them I1 will mention which are as follows THAT my enemies
may confine me in prisionsPrisions & chains & that I1 would rend the prisionsprisions
& chains inin twain in the name of JESUS CHRIST & that the lord
would give me great power knowledg & wisdom & faith so that
I1 should heal the sick caus the blind to see the lame to leap as an
heart the deaf to hear stop the mouths of lions & rase the dead to
life & waft myself as did philip37Philip 37 from river to river from sea
to sea & from continantcontinuantCon tinant to continantcontinuantCon tinant for the purpose of preaching
the gospel of jesus christ & that I1 should stand before kings &
princes & that they would send for me to receieverece ieve wisdom knowledge
& instruction at my mouth because they considered me wiser than
themselves in like manner as the egyptians sought wisdom at the
hand of JOSEPH and that god would give me a multiplicity of
blessings that I1 should preach to the nations of the earth & to the in-
habitants upon the islands of the sea & that I1 should then return
& stand upon mount zion in the flesh even in jackson county
missouri at the cumming of christ & that I1 should be coughtbought up to
meet him in the clouds of heaven for he said this was the word of
god unto me & also that I1 should visit COLUB dolobkolob & preach
to the spirits in prisionparision & that I1 should bring all of my friends or
relatives forth from the terrestrial kingdom who hadbad died by the
power of the gospel these & many other blessings were pronounced
upon my head & further said that I1 should be annointed & my life
sealed unto me & that their would be still greater blessing pro-
nounced upon my head I1 felt much of the power of god rest upon me
in this ordinance & bear witness of the truth of the above

proclamtionproclamation
jan 4thath I1 met in company with the high school of kirtlandkirtland3838 in
the house of the lord for the purpose of a public examination it
being the last day of the first quarter the examination lasted about
three hours then after an intermission of one hour we again repaired
to the house & herd an interesting lecture deliverddelivereddel iverd on education
by professer haws we have now a vacation of four weeks & the
next term will then commence

see acts 839
see note 26 above
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5thath I1 repaired to the house of the lord for a prayer meeting at 2

0 clock PM we had a good time one man gave us an account of
the general gathering of israel in the gift of tongues I1 interpreted
the substance of the same

6thath I1 visited the office of the kirtland safety society39society38Society3839 & saw the
first money that was issued by the treasurer or society it was given
to brother bump in exchange for other notes who was the first
to circulate it I1 also herd president joseph smith jr declare in the
presence of F williams 40 D whitmer 41 S smith W parrish &
others in the deposit office that he had receieved that morning the
word of the lord upon the subject of the kirtland safety society
he was alone in a room by himself & he had not ownly the voice of
the spirit upon the subject but even an audableaddable voice he did not
tell us at that time what the LORD said upon the subject but re-
marked that if we would give heed to the commandments the lord
had given this morning all would be well may the lord bless brother
joseph with all the saints & support the above named institution &
protect it so that every weapendeapen formed against it may be broakenbroaden
& come to nought while the kirtland safety society shall become
the greatest of all institutions on EARTH

jan 6 wrote a letter to brother asahel H Woodruffwoodru ff4242

8 sunday went up to the house of the lord to worship we had
an interesting meeting their was about fifteen hundred people as-
sembled their was two discourses deliverddelivereddeliverd from the aaronic priest-
hood one from councellor Knight4313 & the other from priest willey44Willey44

priest willey had much of the spirit of god in preaching to the

the kirtland safety society was organized on 2 november 1836 in
order to strengthen the economic strucstructuretureturt of the saints at kirtland by form-
ing a banking institution titled the kirtland safety society anti banking com-
pany the society was managed by thirty two directors the failure of the
bank during the economic collapse of 1837 was one of the contributing factors
to the demise of the kirtland stake

frederick granger williams 178718421787 1842 born in suffield connecti-
cut was baptized in october 1830 and immediately left on a mission to
missouri he served as a scribe to joseph smith and in march 1833 was
named second counselor in the first presidency he was a member of the
committee to arrange the interior of the kirtland temple and assisted in es-
tablishingtab lishing the printing business there he accompanied zion s camp as pay-
master

david whitmer 180518881805 1888 met joseph smith in new york in 1828
during the writing of the book of mormon he moved to missouri in 1831
and was with the mormonscormons driven from jackson county in 1833 he was one
of the presidents of the church in missouri

following the death of wilford woodruff s mother on 11 june 1808
his father married azubah hart on 9 november 1810 asahel H wood-
ruff was the second child of this marriage born 11 april 1814

vinson knight 180418421804 1842 a druggist was a counselor to bishop
newel K whitney at kirtland he came to kirtland from perrysburgPerrysburg new
york andaridarld was a member of the kirtland safety society

possibly jeremiah willey 1804 born in northfield new jersey
who was a member of the kirtland safety society
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church after breaking bread elder shermansherman4545 sung inin the gift of
tongues & proclaimed great & marvelous things while clothed upon
by the power & spirit of god elder smoot fforor the ffirstirstarst time after
his sickness also attended meeting I1 spent the evening with priest
turpin at bishop whitneys46 had a vary happy time in speaking sing-
ing hearing & interpetinginterpretinginterpeting tongues & in prayer with the family

10 tuesday evening I1 met in the house of the lord with the quorum
of the seventies their was about 12 ordained of the third seventy under
the hands of elder shermon we had a spiritual meeting elder brig-
ham young one of the twelve gave us an interesting exhortation &
warned us not to murmer against moses or joseph or the heads
of the church

11 wrote two letters one to A B willson & smudged other to
brother levi Tailortallor 47I1

12 wrote two letters one to brother daniel thomas48Thomas48 the other to
simeon hendricks

14 wrote two letters one to wright akeman in the arkansas &
the other to david cranshaw

15 sunday attended meeting in the house of the lord president rig-
don preached in the spirit & exhorted the church to union that they
might be prepared to meet every trial & difficulty that awatesabates them

jan 16thl6thlath elder abram 0 smoot was again attacked by the destroyer
which brought him upon a bed of great disstressdisstress we immediately called
upon the elders of the church vizviz elders 0 hide & H C kimble of
the twelve & B nobles M holmes & myself of the first seventy we
prayed with & for him & lade hands upon him according to the
scriptures & he was immediately healed of his pain & fever short-
hand

17th met at candle light with the quorums of the seventies & was
favored with a lecture from president david whitmer he warned us
to humble ourselves before god lest his hand rest upon us inin anger
for our pride & many sins that we were runing into in our days of
prosperity as the ancient nephitesNephites did & it does now appear evident
that a scourge awatesabates this stake of zion even kirtland if their is not
great repentance immediately & almost every countenance indicates
the above expectation esspecially the heads of the church see dec
lith 1836 may the lord in mercy enable us to meet every event
with resignation

lyman royal sherman 180418391804 1839 born in monkton vermont was a
president of the first quorum of seventy and a member of the kirtland
safety society

newel knight whitney 179518501795 1850 joined the church in november
1830 and was appointed bishop of the church at kirtland newel was en-
gaged in the mercantile business in kirtland

47levi taylor was a member of the church inin henry county kentucky
daniel thomas 180318761803 1876 was a member of the church in sum-

ner county tennessee
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20th wrote a letter with brother kimble to brother thomas B
marsh49 in zion

22nd sunday went up to the house of the lord to worship elder
john E page50page occupied the former part of the day with an interesting
relation of his travels for the last eight months in the profinceprovinceprofince of
uperaper canida he stated that he in company with elders james blakes-
ley & harris had baptized 267 persons he also gave an account of
his persecutions &cac which he had to endure the latter part of the
day was occupied by elders kimble & green51 & of communion also
at candle light I1 herd an interesting discourse from elders PP pratt
& JE page at brother bosleys52 elder pratt also warned us to humble
ourselves before god & feed the poor & clothe the needy & put away
all our sins lest judgment overtake us spedilyspeedily

jan 23rd As elder abram 0 smoot hath been much out of health since
he hath been in kirtland he desired to return home into the south
country to spend the winter in a warm climate with his friends I1
accompanied him to father smiths to officeateofficiateoffice ate in the office of a scribe
while he receieved his patriarchal blessing accordingly the patriarch
JOSEPH SMITH sen pronounced his blessing upon his head in the
name of the LORD & I1 wrote it down for him it was truly a great
blessing we had it recorded & I1 gave elder smoot a copy of it in
print that he might take it home with him as he was expecting to
leave the day following

24th took the pains to assist elder smoot to settle his business in
kirtland which took up the major part of the day I1 met at candle
light in the house of the lord with the quorum of the seventies we
had an interesting interview their was several ordained under the
hands of president silvester smith53 to the third seventy then we
herd two lengthy discourses one from elder JE page and the other
from elder PP pratt which was interesting in the first degree the
meeting closed but little before midnight we had been threatened
by a mob from panesvilleganesvillePanesville to visit us that night & demolish our bank

A native of acton massachusetts thomas baldwin marsh 179918661799 1866
was baptized in 1830 and became physician to the church he journeyed to
kirtland in the spring of 1831 and during the next five years was engaged
in missionary work in missouri and the east

john50john E page 179918671799 1867 was born in trenton new york he was
baptized in 1833 and arrived in kirtland in 1835 he became a member of
the council of the twelve in 1838 but later left the church

john P greene 179318441793 1844 was a member of the kirtland high
council he had joined the church in april 1832 and moved to ohio in octo-
ber he had spent part of 1836 engaged in missionary work and soliciting
funds for the kirtland temple he returned to kirtland on 15 september

probably william bosley a member of the second quorum of seventy
who had worked on the kirtland temple bosley left kirtland on 9 may 1837
with erastus snow on a mission to the new england states

sylvester smith joined the church at an early date and was actively en-
gaged in missionary work he was a member of zion s camp and the first
high council organized at kirtland in 1834 in 1835 he was appointed one
of the presidents of the first quorum of seventy
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6 take our property but they did not appeareappeared but the wrath of our
enemies appears to be kindled against us this inin part is the scourge
that hath awatedabated us but may the lord show us mercy & deliver
us from the hand of our enemiesenemies for christ sake

25th took the parting hand with elder A 0 smoot & he started
on his journey may the lord bless him & enable him to reach his
friends in peace at early candlelight the heavens began to show
forth the signs in fulfillment of the prophecy of JOEL recorded in
the 2ndand chap 30th vers of the book of joel the clouds of fire &
blood began to ariseanisearise in the NE & reached unto the NW which
principlyprincipleprinciply covered the horizon the reflection of the clouds upon the
earth which was covered with snow presented a vary red appearance
it commenced at 6 oclock & continued untill 10 or past shorthand

jan 27th wrote a letter for elder M holmes

28th I1 attended a court with the quorum of the seventies to settle a
difficulty between elder hiram strattenstratten5454 & IH bishop55Bishop55 elder holmes
and myself was chosen among the counsellorscounsellors elder stratten ac
knowledgdknowledged his faults & was restored

29th sunday I1 met at elder JP greens at 9 AM in company with
7 others to act as bearers to convey the corps of sister mary boying-
ton to the house of the lord whare a funeral sermon was deliverddelivereddel iverd
by elder PP pratt the latter part of the day was spent in com-
munion & addresses from presidents 0 cowdery & J smith jr
JOSEPH blessed us in the name of the lord & said if we would be
faithful we should rise above our imbarresments & be delivered from
the hands of our enemies

30 spent the day inin writing wrote a peace for the messenger & ad
vocatevocate5656

31st met inin the house of the lord at 10 oclock AM & herd an address
from presidents J smith jr & S rigdon on the temporal business
of the church & petitioned for a charter to the assembly of the
state for the kirtland safety society & the presidency of the church
bought the monroe charter57charter57 & we all lent a hand in esstablishing it

hiram stratton 1812 a native of Windwindhairwindharrharnharr county vermont had
been a member of zion s camp and was named to the first quorum of seventy
in february 1835

isaac H bishop was a member of the kirtland safety society
woodruffswoodruffe article entitled for we walk by faith not by sight ap-

peared inin the february 1837 issue of the messenger and advocate
the bank at monroe michigan had been organized under a legislative

act approved on 29 march 1827 with john anderson josiah wendell robert
clarke oliver johnson charles J lanman dan B miller and harry conant
as its directors stock was fixed at 100000 with an option to increase to
500000 provided 12 percent should be paid at time of subscription the

bank issued currency to the amount of 50000 in common with many other
financial institutions the bank of monroe failed in 1837 evidence of mor-
mon connection with the bank of monroe is seen on notes in the historical
department of the church that contain the signature of 0 cowdery
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that it might be benificialbeneficial to us in forwarding the building of the
temporal kingdom

feb ist I1 again commenced school confining myself to the latin
language mostly

5thath sunday spent the day in the house of the lord in worship

12th sunday spent the day in the lords house communed with the
saints

feb 19th I1 repaired to the house of the lord & stood in the midst
of the congregation of the saints whare I1 beheld president JOSEPH
SMITH jr arise in the stand & for several hours addressed the saints
in the power of god joseph had been absent from kirtland on
business for the church though not half as long as moses was in the
mount & many were stirdshird up in their hearts & some were against
him as the israelites were against moses but when he arose in the
power of god in their midst as moses did anciently they were put
to silence for the complainers saw that he stood in the power of a
prophet 0 how weak is man

26 sunday president joseph smith jr again addressed the congregation
of the saints in the power and spirit of god

march ist I1 spent in school this is my birthday brining me to
30 thirty years of age how fleet isis time

4 saturday I1 spent in school during the day I1 was called to lay
hands upon elder sherwoodssherwoodeShe rwoods son that was sick with the plurisypluriplurifysy he
was deaf and dumb he was healed of his sickness

VERA
AMICITIA

4 thou scenes of life how variant how trancient

5 sunday wrote a letter to my friends in the east

22 the last seventeen days have been principlyprincipleprinciply spent in school I1
have attended some interesting meetings during the time

march 24th I1 left school under view of spending some time in
studying history & preparing for the endowment

march 23rd I1 repaired to the house of the lord at an early hour
in the morning to spend the day in prayer and fasting with the
saints in kirtland as this was a day set apart for that purpose im-
mediately after entering the house in company with several other
elders I1 went within the veil and we bowed down before the lord
in the aronic stand & offerdefferd a morning sacrifice & the spirit of
god rested upon us with joy to our souls I1 was called upon by the
patriarch JOSEPH to read a chapter in the book of mormon I1
then read the third chapter of the book of jacob which con-
tains the parable of the tame olive tree likendlikens unto the house
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of israel as was spake by the prophet zenos the same god that
touched isaiahsisaials lips with hallowed fire gave zenos great wisdom in
setting forth this parable after I1 had made some brief remarks upon
the subject the congregation took their seats for the servicesservices of the
day in the following order the house being divided into four
parts by veils the females occupied two parts & the males the
others some of the presidency presided in each appartmentappartment the
time was taken up during the day in each appartmentappartment inin singing
exortationexhortationexortation & prayer some had a tongue others an interpetationinterpretation &
all was inin order the power of GOD rested upon the people the gifts
were poured out upon us some had the administering of angels & the
image of GOD sat upon the countenancescountenancer of the sants at 4
oclock PM the veils were all rolled up together which brough the
whole congregation in full view of each other and while the presence
of the LORD filled the house the congregation of the saints fell upon
their knees & all as one man vocally poured forth rejoicing suppli-
cation & prayer before the god of israel which closed the services
of the day after contributing for the support of the poor 3
lines in shorthand

march 26th sunday communed with the saints in the fore part of the
day in the latter part elder W parrish preached the funeral sermon
of sister pratt58 the wife of elder ppprattPPPratt one of the twelve who
died march 25th 1837

march 27th I1 signed 50 fifty dollars for the building of the
house of the lord in zion the subscription list was in the hands of
elder elisha H groves59groves59

april 2ndand attended worship inin the lords house upon this sabbath
day I1 have spent the time for several days past in perusing the
outlines of ancient and modern HISTORY on a new plan by rev
royal robbins it strikes the reflecting mind with deep sensibility
to contemplate the scenery of the rise progress decline & fall of the
nations and kingdoms of the earth from the days of ADAM untill
1837 years after christ and it is equally interesting to contemplate
the day that is now at hand & hath already began inin fulfillment of
ancient prophecy in bringing the church of christ out of the wilder-
ness inin esstablishing israel upon those lands by a theocratical gov-
ernment in fulfillment of the covenants god made with abram isaac
& jacob As this hath began in my day & I1 am called to act a part
in the work by being planted with the first seventy elders of israel
to become a special witness of jesus crist to all nations I1 need much
faith fortitude holiness & wisdom may the lord enable me not to
seek honour from man but god & be faithful in clearing my garments
of the blood of gentile & jew and do honour to the HOLY priest-
hood & the annointingAnnointing that now awaitethawai teth me

thankful halsey pratt died while giving birth to a child she was born
18 march 1797 and married parley P pratt on 9 september 1827

elisha hurd groves 179718671797 1867 was born in madison county kent-
ucky
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april 3rdard the day had now aridedarived for the preperationspreparations for the solumncolumn
assembly the annointingAnnointing & the endowment of the elders of israel or
at least for those that were not endowed in kirtland the strong hold
of the daughter of zion in the spring of 1836 & as I1 was absent at
that time my day is now come & my time at hand for those blessings
& I1 shall record the events of each day of the endowment for the bene-
fit of the generation to come I1 upon this third day of april met in
the house of the lord with a number of the seventies to receiev coun-
sel respecting our washing & anointing I1 was appointed with elder
G meeks6omeeks60 to visit president FG williams & have the perfumes &
oil prepared against the day following I1 considered it a privilege to
wait upon the elders of israel in this thing that we might become
the annointed of the lord according to the words of the poet &
the revelations of JESUS CHRIST

well wash and be washed and with oil be anointed
withal not omit the washing of feet

for he that receivethreceiveth his PENNY appointed
must surely be clean at the hearvesthearvest of wheat6lwheat61

after attending to the duties above spoken I1 repaired to a room in
company with elder meeks & priest J turpin to attend to our first
washing after washing our bodies from head to foot in soap &
watter we then washed ourselves in clear watter next in perfumed
spirits the spirit of god was with us & we had a spiritual time we
spent the evening with several elders in prayer before god & the
power of god rested upon us

april 4thath I1 met at the house of elder haleshales62haies62 at one oclock PM
in company with twenty three elders president joseph young making
one of the number for the purpose of attending to the ordinance of
washing the body with clean watter & perfumes that our bodies might
be prepared for the anointing president young opened the meeting
by prayer we then proprecededceded to the ordinance myself & elder GW
meeks were the first washed under the hands of president joseph
young we then assisted president young in washing our brethren
the elders much of the spirit of god rested upon us I1 washed &
perfumed the bodies of a number of my brethren & the interview
closed after expressing our feelings to each other we again met to-
gether in the quorum of the seventies at the upper part of the lords
house at early candle light to receievereceieve our anointing the quorums

garland W meeks was ordained a seventy 20 december 1836 by joseph
young in kirtland

this is the fourth stanza of the song the spirit of god like a fire
Is burning written by william W phelps that was sung at the dedication
of the kirtland temple in march 1836

jonathan H hale 180018461800 1846 was born in bradford massachusetts
he was converted to the church in dover new hampshire in 1834 and
journeyed to kirtland ohio he labored as a missionary with members of
the council of the twelve in the eastern states and returned to kirtland with
his family in july 1836 he assisted in building the kirtland temple and was
a member of the third quorum of seventy
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of the deacons teachers & priest occupied one apartment the elders
another & the seventies the third each quorums met for the anointing
three of the presidents met with the seventies viz H aldrich J
young and Z coultrincoaltrinCoul trin president coultrincoaltrinCoul trin opened the meeting by
prayer & after conversing plainly to those who were to be anointed
they precededproceded to business the presidency consecrated the oil before
god that it might be holy the person to be anointed then took a
seat & the presidency then laid hands upon his head & consecrated
him unto god & then anointed him in the name of the lord & pro-
nounced such blessings upon his his head as the testimony of jesus
shall direct which is the spirit of prophecy we had a glorious season
indeed inin this solumncolumn ordinance of the house of the lord there were
fifteen annointed in our quorum mostly by president coultrincoaltrinCoul trin the
power of god rested upon us president coaltrincoultrinCoul trin anointed me & the
following are some of the blessing that he pronounced upon my head
while clothed upon by the spirit & power of god vizviz that god
would bless me with all the powers of the priesthood & give me a
multiplicity of blessings that kings would tremble upon their thrones
at my word that I1 should become a counsellor & multitudes should
seek counsel at my mouth & I1 should have great wisdom & power to fly
through the midst under heaven as philip travledtrailed by the spirit that
I1 should have power over my enemies & have long life & bring many
into the kingdom of god also that I1 should have the riches of
the earth & that I1 should have sons & consecrate them priests unto
god inin zion & that I1 should tread upon the ashes of my enemies
in jackson county those that had sought to take my life & the life of
my brethren that went to redeem zion & he also sealed upon my
head all the blessing that had previously been pronounced upon me
& thes blessing were sealed upon my head with a loud amen from
all of the anointed present in the name of jesus christ much of
the power & spirit of god & a sens of the virtue of the ordinance
rested upon me may god enable me to possess those blessing & ob-
tain those vishionsvish ions that have been promised me inin this & other solumncolumn
ordinances & keep me from dishonouring my anointing & the
holy priesthood for christ sake amen

the interview closed about 10 oclock PM I1 then repaired into
the lower court of the lords house in company with elders joseph
B nobles & gwmeeksGW Meeks to spend the night after being anointed in
prayer & fasting before god the vales being closed we entered the
elders pulpit & there upon our knees we plead with god & we
covenanted with each other in the holy stand that we would not
give sleep to our eyes neither take food untill we receieved a blessing
from god by the outpourings of his spirit upon us if it was untill the
end of three days and according to our covenant we commenced praying
& a part of the night we had a severe trial of our faith by great
temptation from satan but before day we gained a good degree of
victory over the devil & the lord poured out his spirit upon us
& we felt it good to be inin the house of god while nature was hushed
inin silenced by the sable shades of night after spending the night in
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prayer we returned to our homes in the morning intending to spend
the day in prayer & fasting for still greater blessings this being upon

april 5thath I1 spent a part of the day in attending the high council the
remainder in writing prayer & fasting I1 again repaired to the upper
lower part of the house of the lord at 5 oclock PM with the quorum
of the seventies for a solumncolumn assembly anointing &cac three out of
the seven presidents were present & anointed twelve the spirit of god
sat upon us & we were satisfied with our blessing consequently I1 re-
turned home with those brethren with whom I1 had covenanted for
a blessing & took some food & retired to rest being 24 hours since we
had taken food or sleep there was much of the spirit of prophesy &
revelation poured upon the heads of the anointed in the diferent
quorquorumsquorurnsurns

april 6thath 1837 this being more particular the day of the solumncolumn as-
sembly or a day that is looked upon annually with feeling of greater
interest in celebration of the 6thath of april 1830 as upon that day
the church of latter day saints was first organized in this last dis-
pensationpensation & fulnessfalness of times henceforth the solumncolumn assembly of the
elders of israel & all official members that can will meet in the
LORDS house annually to attend to the most solumncolumn ordinances of
the house of GOD & of receievingreceieving the visions & great things of
heavens therefore I1 shall be more particular in recording the trans-
actions of this day than others for it is sumthingsuethingsumthing similar to the pente-
cost that st paul speak of at jerrusalemjerrusalernJerrusalem

I1 repaired to the house of the lord at 8 oclock AM & after
spending an hour in the lower part of the house the presidency of
the church called the quorums of the seventies into the upper part
of the house that they might be by themselves for a while as there
was some business to be attended to in these quorums before they
could precede to the business of the day below in the first place
six of the presidents of the seventies were to leave the seventies &
take a station in the quorum of the travlingtrailingtravling high priesthood and six
other presidents chosen in their stead I1 shall not here give the par-
ticularsticulars of this change of councillerscouncillorsCouncillers suffice it to say that all of the
councillors first chosen excepting joseph young were high priest
beforbedfor the organization of the seventies & they had a right to officiate
in the lower offices of the church & there was some difference in
the authority and office of the quorums of high priesthood & seven-
ties the six new presidents chosen out of the seventies to take the
place of thos that were to leave were john gould 63 josiah butter-
field 64 salmon gee 65 foster 66 john gaylard 67

john gould a member of the second quorum of seventy was chosen
to replace hazen aldrich in the seventies presidency

josiah butterfield a native of maine had assisted in building the kirtl-
and temple and was a member of the kirtland safety society he was a
member of the second quorum of seventy chosen on this date to replace ly-
man sherman in the presidency

salmon gee 179218451792 1845 was bom inin lyme connecticut and joined
the church in july 1832 he moved to kirtland in 1834 and was chosen a
member of the second quorum of seventy in 1836
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after this matter was arangedapanged theire was a glorious ordinance per-
formed upon the heads of those who had been anointed by the first
presidency of the church joseph smith jr sidney rigdon &cac was
this ordinance performed it was as follows while all of the
anointed present lifted there hands towards heaven this first presidency
of the church confirmed & sealed upon our heads all the blessings
of our ordination anointing & patriarchal with a seal in the presence
of god & the lamb & holy angels that they should all be fulfilled
upon our heads that not one jot or tittle should fail & the seal was
confirmed upon our heads with a shout of all the anointed with uplifted
hand to heaven HOSANNA HOSANNA HOSANNA to GOD &
the LAMB amen amen & amen hosanna hosanna hosanna to
god & the LAMB amen amen & amen hosanna hosanna hos-
anna to GOD & the LAMB amen amen & amen this was re-
peated as it is written & if ever a shout entered the cabinet of heaven
that did & was repeated by angels on high & caused the power of
god to rest upon us 0 ye priest of baal 0 ye gentile religionestreligionistreligionest
0 ye inhabitants of babylon possessing the mark of the beast what
knowledge have ye of the ordinances or blessings or virtues of the
house & church of god great and marvelous are the blessings and
power of the ordinances of the lord & his gospel made manifest on
these occasions after being inin the upper room about two hours we
again joined the congregation of the saints in the lower court &
the house came to order for the business of the day the veils were
closed & each apartment commenced the duties of the day the washing
of the feet of the anointed was the first business that was performed
the twelve assisted our presidency in washing the feet elder heber
kimble one of the twelve apostles attended to the washing of my
feet & prophesied upon my head & pronounced me clean from the
blood of this generation this as it was with JESUS when he washed
his deciplesdecillesdeciples feet great were the blessings that rested upon us in
this ordinance after the washing of feet the veils were rolled which
brought the congregation into one assembly the stand of the priest-
hood were still coverd with the veils the presidency stood in the
lower stand & president joseph smith jr arose and addressed the con-
gregationgregation for the term of three hours clothed with the power spirit
& image of GOD he unbosomd his mind & feelings in the house of
his friends he presented many things of vast importance to the minds
of the elders of israel 0 that they might be written upon our
hearts as with an ironiron pen to remain forever that we might practice
them in our lives that fountain of light principle & virtue that came
forth out of the heart & mouth of the prophet JOSEPH whose soul
like enochs swelldsewelld wide as eternity I1 say such evidences presented in
such a forcible manner ought to drive into oblivion every particle of
unbelief & dubiety from the mind of the hearers for such language
sentiment principle & spirit cannot flow from darkness joseph

james foster 177518411775 1841 was a member of the second quorum of sev-
enty at kirtland prior to his appointment to the presidency

john gaylord 1797 a member of the kirtland safety society was
chosen to replace sylvester smith in the seventy s presidency
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smith jr is a prophet of god risedirised up for the deliverance of israel
as true as my heart now bumsburns within me while I1 am penning thes lines
which is as true as truth itself president hiram smith followed joseph
with many useful remarks he also was clothed with much of the spirit
of god joseph desired us to give heed to his words & teaching this
once & be wise that zion & her stakes might spedilyspeedily be redeemed he
instructed us to be sure & ask those that enter the kingdom to send
up their wise men to kirtland with there money to counsel with the
presidency & purchase an inheritance before they move their families
or bring the poor to the places of gathering for to suffer also that
we must keep in view the institution of the kirtland safety society
& if the elders of israel would be faithful & do what was in their
power this once kirtland should spedilyspeedily be redeemed & become a
strong hold not to be thrown down joseph presented us in some
degree the plot of the city of kirtland which is the strong hold
of the daughter of zion as it was given him by vision it was great
marvelous & glorious the city extended to the east west north &
south steam boats will come puffing into the city our goods will be
conveyed upon railroads from kirtland to many places & probably
to zion houses of worship would be reared unto the most high beau-
tiful streets was to be made for the saints to walk in kings of the
earth would come to behold the glory thereof & many glorious things
not now to be named would be bestowed upon the saints but all
these thing are better imagined than spoken by the children of
jacob

president oliver cowder followed hiram smith & made but few
remarks but verry appropriate he called upon the elders to keep within
the bounds of their knowledge & to let the great mysteries of the
kingdom alone for the gentiles had not a knowledge even of the
first principrinclprinciplesplespies of the gospel that it was far better to preach what
the people would call the small things of the bible than to enter
into the vishionsvish ions of isaiah ezekiel & john &cac president sidney
rigdon next spoke & said many important things and impressdimpressed it
upon the elders of israel with great force & eloquence to lay to
with their mights this once for the redemption of kirtland that
israel may be safe & free and have a place to set his foot sentence
in shorthand

after the presidency closed their remarks the twelve were called
upon to break bread for the multitude as jesus did in the days of
the apostles that they might all be filled they did so & we were
all filled & was made glad while feasting with patriarchs prophets
apostles evangelest pasters teachers & deacons after the feast
was closed thanks was returned to GOD with uplifted hands to
heaven this being about the setingketing of the son all had the privilege
of returning to thir homes that felt disposed & the rest might spend
the night in the house of the lord in prayer & exportationexaortation praise
& thanksgiving at about candle light the meeting commenced with
great interest joseph requested the congregation to speak their feelings
freely & pray according to the spirit the saints began to open their
mouths & they were filled with language unto edification one a
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prayer another an exhortationexortationexortation some a doctrin & a psalm others a
toungueyounguetoungue some an interpretation prophecy was also poured out upon
us & all things was done decently & in order & the night was spent
gloriously by the saints much of the gifts of the gospel rested upon
us one brother clothed with the gift of tongues laid his hands upon
my head and prophesied great blessing upon me another brother
possessing the interpretation uttered it unto me to my joy & consolation
with the many blessing pronounced upon my head he rehersed the
blessing that jacob pronounced upon the heads of joseph & said that
I1 should possess the blessings of heaven & of earth & be much blessed
in my ministry &cac much prophecy was uttered upon the heads of
many of the saints in other languages & was interpreted which was
glorious thus was this day & night spent gloriously & those scenes
will long be remembered rejoice 0 earth & shout 0 heavens for
the natural fruit of the tame olive tree is again manifest in the
earth the fig tree is putingbuting forth leaves the church of christ
is travlingtrailingtravling out of the wilderness with her gifts & graces which edify
the body of christ the house of god is reared in beauty & splender
according to the pattern given by the vishionsvishions of heaven & the reve-
lations of jesus christ 0 ye gentiles come & receievereceieve the gospel re-
pent & be baptized for the remishion of your sins & recieverelieverecieverelieve the holy
ghost by the laying on of hands & partake of the blessing of god
with israel that you may be hid under the shadow of the ALMIGHTY
in the day of GODs wrath & indignation upon babylon which is at
hand the meeting continued until break of day when we all dispersed
to our homes with great joy & consolation may the lord bless the
saints & have mercy upon the poor the sick & the afflicted & deliver
israel from the gentile yoke for jesus sake amen

april 7thath I1 spent the day in writing my journal & when the shades
of evening began to appear I1 repaired to the house of the LORD in
company with elders milton holmes & joseph B nobles for the
purpose of worshiping god we entered one of the stands within
the veils & fell upon our knees & satan appeared also but not to
worship god but to deprive us of the privilege satan strove against
us with great power by tempting & otherwisotherwiseotherwis he at one time drove me
from my stand while I1 was striving with my brethren to enter into
the visions of heaven notwithstanding his apparent victory good grew
out of it for by going into the outterbutter court I1 there found elder free-
man nickerson68nickersonnicherson68 an aged father in israel who was faithful & prayed
to god alway I1 solicited him to join us in prayer that we might gain
a victory over satan & get a blessing at the hand of god he joyfully
accepted the invitation & we again entered the stand being four of
us in number of one accord inin one place we had great cause to be
united in heart we all had travledtrailed together about 1.0001000 miles in the
spring of 1834 for the redemption of zion we at that time offered to
lay down our lives & our offering was accepted as was abrams we felt
considering those circumstances that we could kneel down & unitedly

freeman nickerson 177818471778 1847 was baptized in april 1833 and had
labored in ohio and canada as a missionary
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get a blessing by faith through jesus christ we fell upon our knees
& began to cry unto god satan departed tempationtemptationtempation found no place
in our harts the power of god rested upon us & we were baptized
with the holy ghost & the spirit of god was like fire fire shut up
in our bones we were immersed in the liberty of the sons of god
many great things were shown unto us the power of god & the spirit of
prophesy & revelation rested upon us I1 arose & proclaimed many
glorious thing upon the heads of my beloved brethrethbrethreth that were
present which were dictated in my heart by the holy spirit and I1 will-
ford testify in the name of jesus christ that many preciou things
were shown me concerning my brethren by the holy spirit in prophecy
& revelation our hearts were made glad & we went our way re-
joicing

april 8thath spent the day inin writing my journal spent the evening at
elder milicans69 in good company

9thath sunday morning I1 repaired to the house of the lord to worship
with the saints father john smith70 opened the meeting by prayer then
read the twelvthtwelfth chapter of the second book of nephi & preached
from it unto the people in the latter part of the day elder kimble
addressed the saints in the power of god elder 0 pratt followed
with few remarks after communion president S rigdon addressed the
congregation & laid before them their situation as to temporal things
as the gentiles are striving to besiege the saints in kirtland & would
be glad to starve the saints to death 71 he also stated that the presi-
dency had used every means for the deliverance of the church but

possibly nathaniel milliken who was doorkeeper of the kirtland
temple

john71john smith 178118541781 1854 was an uncle to joseph smith he was bap-
tized in 1832 and moved to kirtland in 1833 where he was a member of
the kirtland safety society

reference7referencepreference to efforts of gentiles to starve the mormonscormons at kirtland is
elaborated by george A smith in the spring of 1835 a majority of the
inhabitants of kirtland combined together and warned all the saints to leave
the town this was done to prevent any of our people becoming a town
charge in case of poverty they then bought up all the grain that was for
sale in the country around and refused to sell a particle of it to our people
mr lyman a presbyterian owning the kirtland mills was at the head of the
movement he accumulated several thousand bushels of grain in his mill and
refused to sell the least portion of it to any of the saints this arrange-
ment was brought about by a combination of all the religious sects in the
vicinity mr chase a presbyterian neighbor of ours who hadbad a quantity of
grain on hand and had refused to sell a particle at any price came to my
father one morning and asked him if hebe could board the schoolmistress his
portion assigning as a reason that he had not got provisions to feed her on
my father although he had eaten the last morsel of bread stuff we had for
breakfast told him he could board her as well as not this was done to
ascertain our straitened condition but joseph on learning the plan of our
enemies got the brethren to put their mites together and sent to portage
county and purchased a supply of wheat at a reasonable price and carried
it to a mill owned by one of the brethren several miles from town so that
our christian friends not only had the mortification of not starving out the
saints but had when harvest came around a large quantity of grain on hand
and no market for it as our people had raised a supply for themselves
11 memoirs of geo A smith ppap 596059 60 MS HDC
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as many of the church had refused kirtlan currency which was their
temporal salvation inin consequence of this they put strength in the
hands of their enemies & those that had done this thing must suffer
by it sidney closed and joseph arose & like the lion of the tribe of
JUDAH he poured out his soul in the midst of the congregation of
the saints but who can find languaguelangu ague to write his words & teachings
as with an iron pen inin a rock that they may stand for future gener-
ation to look upon A fountain of knowledge rolled from his
mouth to the people which was the word of god yea inin the name
of god he proclaimed that severe judgment awaited those characters
that professed to be his friends & friends to humanity & the kirtl-
and safety society but had turned tritorstritous & opposed the currency
& its friends which has given power into the hands of the enemy &
oppressed the poor saints such have become covenant breakers for
which they will feel the wrath of god as true as joseph is a prophet
joseph uttered the feelings of his soul in pain while viewing the
poverty & afflictions of ephraim or the saints in kirtland at least
that fals brethren should be whited walls & bring jerrilsperrils upon the
saints joseph is as a father to ephraim & to all israel in these last
days he mourns because of unbelief & the negligence manifest with
many who have receieved the gospel in obeying the commands of
god he fears lest but few be left to receievereceieve an inheritance there
is not a greater man than joseph standing in this generation the
gentiles look upon him & he isis to them like bed of gold conceledcanceledconceled
from human viewview they know not his principle his spirit his wis-
dom virtue phylanthropyphilanthropy nor his calling his mind like enochs
swells wide as eternity nothing short of a god can comprehend his
soul

april loth I1 wrote two letters to the land of zion one to elder AO
smoot & the other to elder alexander

A conference of elders to be held at mane aug 12th & 13th AD
1837 on saturday & sunday

direct a letter to freeman nickerson south dennis post office barn-
stable county massachusetts

my first acquaintance with miss phebe W carter was on the eve
of the 28th of jan 1837 at which time I1 was introducdintroduced to her at
elder millikens by the politeness of elder M holmes after two &
half months acquaintance we were joined in matrimony the account
of which will be found on the following pages

MATRIMONY

WILLFORD WOODRUFF born march ist 1807
PHEBE W CARTER born march 8thath 1807

april 13th 1837 marriage being an institution of heaven & hon
ourablecurable in all I1 accordingly accepted the honour upon this memorial
day by joining hands with miss PHEBE W CARTER in the bonds
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of matrimony and took upon ourselves the marriage covenant elder
johnathan holmes also took the same responsibility upon himself at
the same time by giving his hand to miss mary carter in the marriage
covenant we were married at the house of president JOSEPH
SMITH jr the ceremony was solemnizedsolemnizer my president frederick G
williams president J smith sen the patriarch then blessed us in the
name of the lord and pronounced great blessings upon us & our
posterity president J smith jr was expecting to solemnize the cere-
mony but his life was so beset & sought for by wicked and ungodly
men for the testimony of JESUS that he was under the necessity of
fleeing from his house & home for a few days 0 when will the
prophets of god rest upon the earth

we were married at 2 oclock P M and at 4 PM the whole com-
pany consisting of about 16 couple walked from president J smiths
to president S rigdons whare we were gratifyedgratifygratifieded with the privilege of
seeing elder george robinson72Robinson72 & miss thalia rigdon73Rigdon73 also joined
in matrimony by president FG williams the company dispersed at
the sitting of the sun I1 spent the night at president joseph smiths
may the lord bless us all with salvation

the sun in the east arose to gladden earth & shed oer nature his
pleaseingpleaseing beams toio wellcome the return of delightful spring that
drearrydrearly winter might be forgotten no day more pleasing than april
thirteenth 1837 while all nature smiled without friendships purest
joys were felt beneath a prophets roof whare the brides and brides
groom found a welcome reception while by law with the nuptial cord
their hands were bound their congenial hearts in one lay cemented bear-
ing the seal of eternal life their friendship formed from principle pure
virtue unsuledunguled bid refinement oer those hearts to rule possessing the
love of GOD the ownly foundation of true friendship true the
prophet joseph from his wife children & house for a moment had
fled had torn himself from their embrace in some lonely place to seek
a shelter to escape the blood thirsty gentiles hands against him raised
for bearing the testimony of jesus christ A patriarch yet was left
he possessing a holy priesthood more ancient than his gray hairs
arose upon his feet to bless in the name of GOD the married four
being clothed in the spirit through the power of the priesthood he
pronounced upon the wedded heads and their posterity blessing that
ner decay

while heaven smiles upon the elders of israel friendship presents
each with a bride as a help meet whose prayers will be waftedwafred by a more
holy breeze than wind up to the throne of GOD for their companions
while bound in chains & vaults in prisons cast for the word of god
& the testimony of jesus these feeble words inspire their harts to
call on god that he may here & send deliverance to the bridegroom
in distance lands while under zions banner the bride finds pro-
tections

george W robinson 1814 was a member of the kirtland safety
society and clerk of the kirtland high council he later became general church
recorder

athalia rigdon was the eldest daughter of sidney rigdon
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0 heaven protect the four that they their covenants may fulfill that
friendship may grow old but pure and strong as death that peace and
harmony may crown their lives let god direct their steps their
hearts possess his love while personal friendship joins their hearts
and hands in one may light and truth their way direct untill they meet
the great bridegroom

vera amicitia est sempiterna74

at this point in his diary elder woodruff records his patriarchal
blessing which was given april 15 1836 and that of his wife phebe
which was given in november 10 1836 both blessings were given
at kirtland ohio by joseph smith sr

THE LAST dispensation OF THE GOSPEL
solemn and interesting are the scenes and living realities of the present
generation of the human family the reflecting mind may flit back
with the rapidity of lightning to the day when GOD spake and
chaos herd and this world came into order then from the days of
ADAM trace the history of man down to 1830 years after christ
both sacred and profane and place their history in a point of light
to comprehend in one combined mass all the rise progress decline
and fall of all the nations kingdoms and empires of the earth
and they do not form a more compounded scenery of grand awful
sublime and important events than is to transpire in this last dis-
pensationpensation of the gospel of jesus christ the prophets and apostles
& all inspired men of god inin every age of a theocratical governgovermmentgovernamentgovernmentament
have looked spake & written respecting this generation with feelings
of the deepest interest in 1830 the stone began to roll the church
& body of christ became visible it will continue to be propeledpropelledpropeled by
the arm of JEHOVAH untill the kingdom fills the whole earth &
israel gatherdeatherdgatherd babylon falls & christ reigns then marvel not 0 ye
reader that the patriarch joseph pronounces blessings upon the chil-
dren of EPHRAIM

april 20th spent this day inin the house of the lord in prayer and
fasting with the congregation of the saints much of the power gifts
and graces of the gospel was poured out upon us speaking and
interpetinginterpretinginterpeting of tongues was manifest in the congregation one brother
sung a lengthy song in tongues & sister hide interpetedinterpreted the same
it was great & glorious much of it was respecting the fame of joseph
and his magnus works

april 21 1I paid 37 dollars to elder harvy redfield for jacob
bump which balanced all of my account with them both I1 paid

5 dollars to elder heber kimble sentence in shorthand

april 22nd receieved a letter from my father in law ezra carter
under date of april 9thath
3oth30thaoth spent the last week labouringlabour ing with my hands for elder H
kimble

evidence of woodruff s latin study in the kirtland high school true
friendship is eternal
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may istlseise mrs woodruff with myself removed our boarding place to
elder W parrishesparrisherParris hes whare we tarry for the present

5thath while labouringlabouring for elder J young in the latter part of the day
we experienced a verry sudden hard & rapid storm of wind and rain
a vane of it passed south of the temple in the form of a whirl wind
or tornado it destroyed and injured several buildings it crushed one
of elder young buildings instantly and removed the one we were
in yet no lives were lost nor persons injured soon all was calm
again

loth brother henry harmonharmon7575 arivedarided in kirtland from the state of
main and mrs woodruff receieved nine letters from our friends
in the state of maine

may l4th14thlath we wrote two letters to our friends in the state of maine

23rd spent several of the last weeks in labouringlabouring with my hands for
elder joseph young spent the fore part of this day in attending
a patriarchal meeting I1 wrote a patriarchal blessing for brother
henry harmon

25th I1 comencedcommencedcomenced boarding with elder jonathan H hale

27th I1 wrote a patriarchal blessing as it was delivered from the
mouth of the patriarch JOSEPH for elder rufus M lord76

28th sunday I1 repaired to the house of the lord to worship the
GOD of israel with the congregation of the saints in kirtland be-
hold it was a day of experience of interest & of knowledge the
same spirits of murmeringmurmuringmurmering complaining & of mutiny that I1 spake
of in feb 19th in this journal hath not slept from that day to the
present they have been brewing in the family circle in the secret
chamber & in the streets untill many & some in high places had risen
up against joseph the servent whom god had raised up to lead
israel and they were striving to overthrow his influence & cast him
down untill joseph was grieved in spirit to stand in such perils among
ffalsfaisalsais brethren 77 but notwithstanding this thick cloud of darkness

henry harmon 1816 was a native of scarborough maine
rufus M lord was a member of the third quorum of seventy at kirtland

77the conditions that prevailed to eventually terminate kirtland as a mor-
mon gathering place are summarized by heber C kimball

on our arrival in kirtland we were much grieved to see the spirit of
speculation that was prevailing in the church trade and traffic seemed to en-
gross the time and attention of the saints when we left kirtland a city
lot was worth about 150 dollars but on our return to our astonishment the
same lot was said to be worth from 500 to 1000 dollars according to loca-
tion and some men who when I1 left could hardly get food to eat I1 found
on my return to be men of supposed great wealth in fact every thing in the
place seemed to be moving in great prosperity and all seemed determined to
become rich in my feelings they were artificial or imaginary riches A
bank was also established called the kirtland safety society in which myself
and most of the twelve were appointed directors this bank issued paper
to a considerable extent this appearance of prosperity led many of the
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standing over kirtland joseph being unmoved in the cause entered
the congregation of the saints arose in the stand & spake to the people
in the name of the lord in his own defence the lord was with him
by his power & spirit to the convinceingconvince ing of the honest that he
would stand & his enemies fall sidney followed him with an able
discourse & several others spake inin the spirit in the spirit of god main-
taining joseph in his integrity but alas one arose once a friend not
now in the blackness of his face & corruption of his heart stretched
out his puny arm and proclaimed against joseph joseph acted wisely
while all saw the spirit of his foe 0 words in shorthand when
thou art converted strengthen thy brethren 0 my god deliver me
from such a crime I1 pray thee

may 29th I1 met in the house of the lord to attend an important
conference or meeting of the high councel to attend to some im-
portant business of the church let memory speak upon this subject
two words in shorthandlshorthandsshortshorthandhandl two words in shorthandlshorthandsshortshorthandhandl one words
in shorthand it was considered not words in shorthandlshorthandsshortshorthandhandlhandi try words
in shorthandlshorthandsshortshorthandhandlhandi before the high council but before the bishop the
presidents withdrew the council closed without transacting business
I1 met with the quorum of seventies 20 times from jan to may 30th

30th rode to panesvilleganesvillePanesville inin company with the presidency & many
other official members of the church of latter day saints for the
purpose of attending a court president joseph smith jr was ac

saints to believe that the time had arrived for the lord to enrich them
with the treasures of the earth and believing so it stimulated them to great
exertions so much so that two of the twelve lyman E johnson and john
F boynton went to new york and purchased to the amount of twenty
thousand dollars worth of goods and entered into the mercantile business
borrowing considerable money from polly voce and other saints in boston
and the regions round about and which they have never repaid

this state of things did not continue long for our enemies being
filled with jealousy and hatred drew upon the bank till money began to
fail and in proportion as adversity came upon us the faith of many began to
fail and being filled with the spirit of speculation they ran greedily into the
world erred from the faith and joined our enemies some who were en-
trusted with the bank robbed it of a considerable amount which was palmed
upon us as a means to overthrow us also a counterfeit which was said to
have been issued from the bank those of integrity in the church replaced the
robbed money at the expenceextence of all they had I1 may safely add that a greater
specimen of integrity was never known among men

warren parrish who was a clerk in the bank afterwards acknowledged
he took 20000 dollars and there was strong evidence he took more

this order of things increased to such an extent during the winter that
a man s life was in danger the moment he spoke in defence of the prophet
of god during this time I1 had many hours and days of sorrow and mourn-
ing for my heart sickened to see the awful extent that things were getting
to the only source of consolation I1 had was inin bending my knees con-
tinually before my father in heaven and asking him to sustain me and pre-
serve me from falling into snares and from betraying my brethren as others
had done for those who apostatized sought every means and opportunity to
draw others after them they also entered into combinations to obtain wealth
by fraud and every means that was hellish history of heber chase
kimball by his own dictation ppap 474847 48 MS HDC
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cusedaused of endangering the life of newenewel78178 this was done out of spite
not becausbecaas he was guilty of the charge the court adjourned untill sat-
urday following we then returned home distance of the day 18
miles I1 spent the evening in prepareingprepareing myself to go fourth from
kirtland into the eastern country on a mishion to again proclaim the
gospel of jesus christ in company with some of my brethren may
thetiietile lord prosper our way

may 31st the day had now arivedarided for me to take the parting hand
with the saints in kirtland and again go into the vineyard to pro-
claim the word of god I1 accordingly took my departure from mrs
woodruff my companion & sister hale who were expecting to tarry
together for a season I1 then left kirtland in good spirits in company
with elder hale

78reference is made to the case in which grandison newell a prominent
resident of mentor ohio brought charges against joseph smith for threatening
newellnewelfsnewellss life



the kirtland temple

LAURITZ G PETERSEN

the kirtland temple stands to this day as a physical link
with the church s beginnings the first of first temples it
became a place of revelation communion inspired learning
a place of awe and joy today millions revere it as a place
of sacred awakening and above all a house of god

PRELUDE TO ENDOWMENT

less than a year after the church was organized the
prophet joseph smith received this commandment

wherefore for this cause I1 gave unto you the command-
ment that ye should go to the ohio and there I1 will give
unto you my law and there you shall be endowed with
power from on high

and from thence whosoever I1 will shall go forth among
all nations and it shall be told them what they shall do
for I1 have a great work laid up in store for israel shall
be saved and I1 will lead them whithersoever I1 will and
no power shall stay my hand 1

this is the earliest modern mention of the word endow-
ment in the literature of the restored church and it has
come to be understood as an endowment of power in a temple

A month later on I11 february 1831 the prophet joseph
smith with his wife emma arrived in kirtland ohio almost
immediately there arose a controversy which showed the need
for mature spiritual discernment in the church A certain mrs
hubble had been claiming that she had received revelations

lauritz petersen is supervisor of the public service section of the archives
division of the historical department of the church

the doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of jesus christ
off latter day saints 1968 3832333832 33 hereafter cited in text as dacd&c

400
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from the lord for the church the prophet prayed concerning
this matter and received what is now known as section 43 of
the dacd&c 2 verse 16 of this section contains a second reference
to an endowment

and ye are to be taught from on high sanctify your-
selves and ye shall be endowed with power that ye may
give even as I1 have spoken italics added

and the far weftwestoest record of 25 october 1831 states

joseph smith jr said that the order of the high priest-
hood isis that they have power given to them to seal up the
saints unto eternal life and said it was the privilege of
every elder present to be ordained to the high priesthood

thus the prophet joseph smith at this early date was already
acquainted with the sealing power a sealing power associated
with apostleship he was named an apostle on 6 april 1830
when the church was organized dacomcd&c 20 it is not unlikely
that sealing as the crowning ordinance of the temple was
already foreshadowedshadowedforeshadowerfore in his mind

two days after christmaschristinas in 1832 a revelation rich in
doctrine and wisdom was given called perhaps because of
its compassionate tone the olive leaf dacd&c 88 here
was the explicit commandment to erect a temple

organize yourselves prepare every needful thing and
establish a house even a house of prayer a house of fasting
a house of faith a house of learning a house of glory a
house of order a house of god dacd&c 88119

this house of god is not the same as the house prepared
for the presidency of the school of the prophets mentioned
in verse 127 the context outlines a temple complex with a
central core of administrative buildings verses 130 and 131
state that when the president comes into this house of god
he should be first in the house behold this is beautiful

that he may be an example let him offer himself in prayer
upon his knees before god in token or remembrance of the
everlasting covenant

again one isis led to wonder whether the prophet knew
much more concerning the endowment than he had yet re-

eesee john whitmer history of the church chapter 3 photo copy of
an unpublished manuscript in the historical department of the church
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vealedhealed to the body of the church john whitmer writes in
his history dated I11 june 1834

joseph received a revelation that it was not wisdom to
go to jackson county at this time and that the armies of
israel should become very great and terrible first and
the servants of the lord ben azchiclsiclszc endowed with power
from on high previous to the redemption of zion

the first elders were to receive their endowment at
kirtland ohio inin the house of the lord built in that stake 3

thus the endowment spoken of was to be given in the
house of the lord built in that stake kirtland was to be
called a stake and the stake was to have a temple

A plan now begins to appear inin outline A city of kirtl-
and is to be built and is to have a central complex of several
different houses or temples the city is to be a stake and
a special building called the house of god is to stand in
its center special ordinances are to be performed within this
one building this is suggestive of the later plan of the city
of zion mentioned in the prophet joseph s history of the
church 4 also of the plan of the city and stake of far west
and adam ondi ahman each of these was to be a stake with
a special house of god and other administrative buildings

for 4 january 1836 john whitmer recorded

now the time drew near when the lord would endow
his servants and before he could do this we must perform
all the ordinances that are instituted in his house there
was one ordinance viz the washing of feet that we had
not yet observed but did perform it according to revelation
which ordinance belongs only to ordained members and
not the whole church

for particulars read the private history of joseph the
seer

after the washing of feet came the annointinganno inting with
holy oil which was performed by joseph smith senior
among the presidents then the presidents of each quorum

31tt isis interesting to note here also that the date recorded by john whit-
mer for this revelation is different from that which is given in the heading
of dacd&c 105 today orson pratt may have overlooked ththiss bit of information
or he may have thought john whitmer in error on his dating another pos-
sibilitysibi lity Asis that there may have been two revelations combined to make sec-
tion 105

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret book co 1949
1357155713576215576213576215576262 hereafter designated H C
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procedpriced sic to annoint the members thereof in their proper
time and place

the proper time and place was inin part determined by age
it is puzzling that the prophet joseph had recorded that on
23 january 1833 we proceeded to the washing of feet accord-
ing to the practice recorded inin the 13th chapter of john s

gospel as commanded of the lord 6 he then tells the
procedure that was followed yet here nearly three years later
john whitmer records that this ordinance had not yet been
observed perhaps meaning not yet in the house of god
earlier one infers the prophet had received inspired knowl-
edge of the writings of john and hadbad undertaken to intro-
duce the practice now further light and understanding were
given and they did perform it according to revelation 7

apparently a form of sealing was attached to this ordinance
given in 1833 and again in 1836

something of a pattern isis apparent here clearly ordi-
nances had been performed outside the temple later baptism
for the dead was performed outside the temple as a preface
to the completion of the nauvoo temple the complete
temple endowment was given in 1842 in the upstairs room
of joseph smith s store prior to the dedication so all the
ordinances performed in the temples today were performed
outside the temple the sealing of children to parents being
the only exception so far as we know 8

wilford woodruff who was not present at the dedication
services in kirtland nor at the earlier ceremonies received
his endowment the following year he observes in his journal
that whatever had been given before was confirmed and re-
newed in the finished kirtland temple 9 with what little
we have mentioned it is clearly evident that the manner of
giving the endowment or at least part of it was understood
as early as 1834 A close study of the contents of the revela-
tions received after the dedication of the kirtland temple
shows that the prophet joseph smith received many more

whitmer
WH C 132313213251523

this agrees with the sermon of brigham young in february 1846 to
the first council of the seventy

brigham young in journal of discourses 26 vols london latter day
saints book depot 1855861855 86 161858916185 89 hereafter designated 1 D

seeee 3 april 1837 entry
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keys of authority and instructions pertaining to temple en-
dowmentsdowments during the period of dedication than he transmit-
ted to the twelve or the saints sometime before 4 may 1842
the prophet gave the complete temple endowment to several
of the twelve in the upper rooms of his store in nauvoo 10

the eventual influence of temples built or anticipated
in stakes such as kirtland independence far west and
adam ondi ahman clarifies dacd&c 36124 which isis an expla-
nation of the sacred import and the central influence of temple
worship on all the functions of the church the kirtland
temple served as a place to receive those keys necessary for
these unfolding powers which the prophet taught were essen-
tial to a fullness of the glory of god the saints caught the
vision A grasp of the scope of the divine plan emerged in
the stress of persecution they derived strength from the rec-
ognitionogni tion that certain basic principles are eternal A unique
doctrine of the necessity and universality and eternalityexternalityeterna lity of
ordinances and covenants grew out of kirtland

THE STRUCTURE OF THE TEMPLE

section 94 of the dacd&c tells us of the revealed plan of the
pattern of the city of the stake of zion inin kirtland brigham
young said several times that the pattern of the temple was
also revealed to the prophet joseph smith

in a sermon given 6 april 1853 brigham young said

soon after the church through our beloved prophet
joseph was commanded to build a temple to the most
high inin kirtland ohio and this was the next house
of the lord we hear of on the earth since the days of
solomon s temple joseph not only received a revelation
and commandment to build a temple but he received
a pattern also as did moses for the tabernacle and solo-
mon for his temple for without a pattern he could not
know what was wanting having never seen one and not
having experienced its use 11

for some reason one important personality was left out of the revela-
tion section 110 as having appeared in the kirtland temple peter the
ancient apostle heber C kimball speaking on the subject of home manu-
facturingfacturing on 9 february 1862 said some of you have got an idea that wool
will not do but let me inform you that when peter came and sat in the
temple in kirtland he had on a neat woollen garment nicelyn cely adjusted
round the neck 1 I D 9376 it isis strange that this information should
seem so commonplace that it had not been officially recorded

1 I D 231
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orson pratt echoed that idea when he said

he revealed the pattern according to which that house
should be built pointing out the various courts and apart-
ments telling the size of the house the order of the pul-
pits and in fact everything pertaining to it was clearly
pointed out by revelation god gave a vision of these
things not only to joseph but to several others and they
were strictly commanded to build according to the pattern
revealed from the heavens 12

and later when he said

when the lord commanded this people to build a
house inin the land of kirtland he gave them the pattern
by vision from heaven and commanded them to build
that house according to that pattern and order to have
the architecture not in accordance with architecture devised
by men but to have everything constructed in that house
according to the heavenly pattern that he by his voice had
inspired to his servants 13

in 1881 erastus snow speaking in the st george stake
said

the general features of the st george temple are inin
conformity to those of the kirtland temple which was
dedicated in april 1836

that temple may be said to have been built to show
forth the order of the priesthood aaronic and melchiz-
edek the priesthood there received the ordinance of the
washing of feet and the anointing of the head with oil
this was confirmed to those holding the priesthood there
was no baptismal font in the temple at kirtland for that
ordinance had not yet been revealed to the people

by the time the nauvoo temple was being built the
doctrine of the baptism for the dead was revealed and
one of the first things attended to there was the preparation
of the font for the baptisms of the dead it was revealed
here inin st george to the prophet brigham young that
there should be variations made in the temples to be built
this was given unto the prophet brigham in answer to
his question oh lord show unto thy servants if we shall
build all temples after the same pattern the answer
came do you all build your houses after the same pattern
used when your family is small so shall the growth of
the knowledge of the principles of the gospel among my
people cause diversity in the pattern of temples 14

7 D 13357
13 D 14273

st george stake historical record no 97707 20 november 1881
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in the zion city of independence a twenty four building com-
plex is projected each building being called a temple only
the pattern of the house of the lord for the presidency is
provided the design of the other buildings remains to be
given 1315

on 21 april 1834 elder rigdon gave an account of
the endowment of the ancient apostles and laid before thediedle
conference the dimensions of the house to be built in kirt-
land and rehearsed the promise to the elders in the last days
which they were to realize after the house of the lord was
built 16 no specific detail is added on 6 june 1833 a con-
ference of high priests assembled in kirtland and instructed
the building committee to obtain stone brick lumber and
other materials for the building on 23 july of the same year
the cornerstones of the lord s house or the kirtland temple
were laid after the order of the holy priesthood

in the archives of the historical department of the LDS
church are some hand drawn sketches in both pencil and ink
of the temple pulpits or stands the pencil drawings give
an outline of the stands together with the initials that were
to appear on them these drawings show that the first thing
a person facing east would see is a communion table slightly
higher than the floor this table is called the ath4th stand and
bears the initials PEQ presidency of elders quorum
this reflects a stake level of priesthood organization in the
day of the kirtland temple all priesthood was organized
on a stake basis and not yet on a ward level as we know it
today 17

the next higher stand or ard3rd stand bears the initials
PHPQ presidency of high priests quorum still high-

er the and2nd stand carries the initials PSZ presidents
of seventy the reason for the Z isis unclear perhaps it
should have been a Q for quorum the upper stand
bears the initials PMPH this may have stood for
presidency of melchizedek high priests if so the last two

the temple of the presidency was not constructed in kirtland nor
was it built in independence it is to be built in the future in jackson county
in fulfillment of prophecy no drawn plans exist in our present archives for
the kirtland temple there are however some hand drawn plans for the
temple of the presidency these plans were used as suggestions for the size

of the visitors center now completed in independence missouri
HU C 254
the present day pattern was outlined in july 1877 when brigham young

began to correlate the church programs
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church
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initials should have been reversed facing west one would
see another communion stand bearing the initials PDQ

presidency of deacons quorum this was called the ath4th
stand also

the drawings of the temple of the presidency do not
show a specific altar for the elders or for the deacons but
do show a table further study isis needed of the changes made
for the lettering on the stands since when the prophet pre-
sided at the altar the initials were different neither the
pencil drawing nor the pen and ink drawing shows a stand
or altar for the elders or deacons but each does show a
table this table was 10 feet 712vav1 inches long it was 2
feet wide except at the extreme end where it was 2 feet and
3 inches wide it was a simple straight flat table and not in
the shape of the higher stands

determining more about these stands and their initials
will require further study of records which are not presently
on file inin the historical department archives

the next higher stand or ard3rd stand on the west bears
the initials PTQ presidency of teachersquorumteachers quorum still
higher the and2nd stand has the initials PPQTPQ presidency
of priests quorum the upper stand has the initials PAP

presidency of aaronic priesthood

having one stand for the presidency of the priests quorum
and another for the presidency of the aaronic priesthood
which isis the bishopric seems out of order today but these
were likely drawn before dacd&c 107 was given it is in this
section that the prophet is informed that the bishop is the
president of the priests quorum 18

another document carefully executed inin black ink shows
the initials to be upon the pulpits this document is not
dated but was apparently made after the temple was com-
pleted the direction of the stands for the melchizedek priest-
hood and the aaronic priesthood are reversed and the initials
are different from those on the pencil drawings
in this description there isis no mention of a stand for the
seventy or the elders the writer of the document names
a definite stand at which the prophet presided these initials
must have beenbeel there at the time of joseph smith s presidency

this places this drawing sometime before 28 march 1835
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the initials on the kirtland templetempie stands by courtesy of the historical de-
partmentpartment of the church

note that there is no mention of a place for the deacons the
place for the elderseiders and the deacons must have been at the
communion tables 10

the problem of these initials is complicated by an analysis of the re-
organized church in the saints herald for 9 march 19531955 it gives the follow-
ing designations for the initials PDA presiding deacon aaronic PTA
presiding teacher aaronic PAP presiding aaronic priest B PA bishop
presiding over aaronic PEM presiding eldereider melchisedec MHP pre-
siding melchisedec high priesthood quorum of twelve or stake high coun-
cil M PC melchisedec presiding counsel presidency of church or presi-
dency of stake



oliver cowderyscowderyCowderyss
kirtlandKirdand ohio sketch book

LEONARD J ARRINGTON

As a witness of significant events inin the rise of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints oliver cowdery s impor-
tance isis superseded only by that of the prophet joseph smith
with the exception of joseph s first vision and the appear-
ances of moroni cowdery participated with the prophet inin
the key events of the restoration the scope of his experiences
include the translation of the book of mormon the restora-
tion of the priesthood the organization of the church the
first extensive missionary work of the church and divine
manifestations inin the kirtland temple

the youngest of eight children oliver cowderycowdery11 was born
3 october 1806 inin wells rutland county vermont in
1825 he moved to new york where he worked successively
as a clerk in a general store as a blacksmith and as a farmer
in 1828 he entered the teaching profession in manchester
new york where he first became acquainted with the reli-
gious claims of joseph smith his entry into the mainstream
of mormon history occurred inin april 1829 when he traveled
to harmony pennsylvania to meet joseph smith who was

dr arrington Isis Hhistorianstor an of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints he is particularly grateful for the help of dean jessee senior
hlhistoricalstorical associate historical department of the church in editing this
historic document

thehe most significant works on oliver cowdery are stanley R gunn
oliver cowdery salt lake city 1962 an essay by richard L anderson
oliver cowdery esq his nonchurchnon church decade to the glory of god ed

truman G madsen and charles D tate jr salt lake city 1972 ppap
199216199 216 and four articles by dr anderson in the improvement era oliver
cowdery s non mormon reputation 71 august 1968 182618 26 the second
waw1witnesstriess of pripriesthoodesthoodestwood restoration 71 september 1968 152415 24 the second
witness on priesthood succession 71 november 1968 142014 20 and
the scribe as a witness 72 january 1969 535953 59

410
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engaged in the translation of the book of mormon cowdery
assisted joseph as a scribe during the translation of the major
part of that work and his name appears inin the book of mor-
mon as one of the witnesses to the reliability of the claims
of joseph smith regarding its origin and method of translation

oliver cowdery testified that he was with joseph smith
in the spring of 1829 when they called upon the lord and
he answered us out of the heavens and while we were in
the heavenly vision the angel came down and bestowed upon
us this priesthood and after this we received the hifhhiahhigh
and holy priesthood 2 oliver s description of the events he
witnessed is more than a colorless statement of facts

earth nor men with the eloquence of time cannot begin
to clothe lanquagelanqualanguagege in as interesting and sublime a manner
as this holy personage the assurance that we were inin
the presence of an angel the certainty that we heard the
voice of jesus and the truth unsullied as it flowed from a
pure personage dictated by the will of god isis to me past
description and I1 shall ever look upon this expression of the
savior s goodness with wonder and thanksgiving 3

oliver cowdery held many positions of importance and
was engaged inin a variety of experiences during the initial
eight years of his church activity he was present at the
meeting that marked the official beginning of the church
on 6 april 1830 and delivered the first public discourse to
members of the new organization five days later in the fall
of 1830 he traveled west from new york with three com-
panions on one of the most portentous missionary journeys
in the annals of church history after baptizing 130 disciples
in ohio inin less than four weeks and traveling some 1500
miles to western missouri in what has been described as a
journey perhaps as spectacular as any of the apostle paul 4

cowdery and his associates taught the message of the restora-
tion to indians along america s western frontier he was
one of eight men with joseph smith who participated in
the dedication of the temple site at independence missouri

part of an introduction to some blessings given by joseph smith junior
written by oliver cowdery in the book of patriarchal blessings 1834
ppap 898 9 MS historical department of the church salt lake city

hereafter designated HDC this volume consists mainly of patriarchal
blessings given by joseph smith senior

latter day saints messenger and advocate kirtland ohio 1 octo-
ber 1834 16

andersonnderson the scribe as a witness p 54
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on 3 august 1831 As one of the presidents of the church
in missouri oliver saw the expulsion of the latter day saint
community from jackson county in 1833 in february 1834
he was named to the high council in kirtland ohio acting
first as clerk and later as president of that body in decem-
ber of that year he was ordained assistant president of the
church second only to joseph smith in february 1835 he
officiated with fellow witnesses to the book of mormon
in the selection instruction and ordination of the quorum
of twelve apostles and although he served as church
historian and recorder in 1830311830 31 liehelleile was again appointed
to that office in kirtland in 1835

oliver cowdery also performed a variety of activities as
a printer and publisher for the church in june 1831 he
was named in a revelation to direct the selection writing
and printing of books for the instruction of children in the
church schools after returning to kirtland from missouri
in the summer of 1831 he was called to a committee to re-
view and prepare church revelations for publication then
in company with john whitmer elder cowdery was sent
back to missouri with the revelations for publication by the
church press in independence after the destruction of the
press in 1833 cowdery was directed to publishrepublishre the church
paper the evening and the morning star in kirtland he
later edited two other church papers the northern times
and the messenger and advocate

after allying himself with dissenters from the church
oliver cowdery was excommunicated in missouri on 12 april
1838 during the following ten years that he remained out
of the church oliver resided in kirtland and tiffin ohio
and elkhorn wisconsin he practiced law in all three com-
munitiesmuni ties participated inin local political and civic affairs and
edited two newspapers

in october 1848 through the instrumentality of his brother
inlawin law phinehas young oliver returned to the church at
the time latter day saints were encamped at council bluffs
iowa during their trek across the plains to salt lake valley
he was initiated into his former faith by orson hyde who
baptized him in the missouri river on 12 november 1848
less than two years later on 3 march 1850 cowdery succumbed
to tuberculosis while visiting relatives in richmond missouri
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the words of an ex law partner william lang give a
vivid description of oliver cowdery typical of the esteem
in which he was held among his associates

mr cowdery was an able lawyer and a great advocate
his manners were easy and gentlemanly he was polite
dignified yet courteous he had an open countenance
high forehead dark brown eyes roman nose clenched lips
and prominent lower jaw he shaved smooth and was neat
and cleanly inin his person he was of light stature about
five feet five inches high and had a loose easy walk
with all his kind and friendly disposition there was a
certain degree of sadness that seemed to pervade his whole
being his association with others was marked by the great
amount of information his conversation conveyed and the
beauty of his musical voice his addresses to the court and
jury were characterized by a high order of oratory with
brilliant and forensic force he was modest and reserved
never spoke ill of any one never complained

oliver cowdery s involvement in the beginning events
of church history establishes his writings as essential to any
study of the claims of joseph smith and mormon beginnings
in light of the role he played inin early church history the
recent finding of a cowdery diary covering three months in
1836 is of more than passing significance the diary is writ-
ten inin cowdery s own hand and in the back of it isis a volume
of the nauvoo high council minutes filed inin the church arc-

hives the twenty two page sketch book contains valuable
insight into the life and character of the second elder of the
church and gives a detailed account of his activities immedi-
ately preceding the dedication of the kirtland temple the
diary provides a view of persons and events in kirtland from
a significant perspective it is reproduced here in its entirety
without editorial corrections

OLIVER COWDERYS SKETCH BOOK
january 18561836

january 1 1836
this year came in on friday the lord having spared me another

year and my family also enjoying health I1 pray that I1 may be spared
from the temptations of the adversary and that I1 and my family
may have health

william lang history of seneca county springfield ohio 1880
p 365 for a fuller treatment of cowdery s ten years out of the church
see anderson oliver cowdery esq his nonchurchnon church decade
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the man that keeps the commandementscommandements of the lord will never
be forsaken his soul shall be filled with the holy spirit his days
shall be many and his seed shall inherit the earth

saturday the 2ndand
presided with presidents F G williams and david whitmer

inin a high council inin the case of elder wm smith was was brought
before the same for unchristianlike conduct he acknowledged the
charges to be correct and was forgiven

sunday the 3rdard
this morning I1 left for columbus the capital of this state to

attend a convention to nominate a candidate for governor in com-
pany with benj adams lyman roott and simeon wright I1 did
not like to start a journey on sunday but was obliged to do so or
go inin the stage this I1 could not do for want of means from the
3rdard to the morning of the 8thath I1 was on the road a part of the way
being very muddy my company used me with perfect respect and
spoke favorably of the cause of truth

friday & saturday the 8thath & 9thath
sat inin convention inin the theatre a great many men assembled

from different parts of the state here the delegation from this
section treated me with deference and appointed me on an important
committee inin preference to others

while in columbus I1 had several interviews with mr john A
byan bryan 8 the auditor of state from whom I1 received expres-
sionssions of the most perfect friendship and confidence my only wish inin
forming acquaintances with the great men of the nation isis that I1
may be of serviceservice to my fellow beings and benefit the cause of truth
and righteousness I1 would that all these were men of god walking
inin the path of holiness while in columbus I1 also visited the house
of cyprian rudd 9 a member of the church of christ his wife was
very low of a fever

sunday the loth
left for home inin company with mr root and wright on my

way I1 called on silas austin 10 the son of my present mother he re-
ceived me with a smile and wished me to remember him

oliver cowdery had been elected by the geaugageaugh county democratic
convention on lo1010 october 1835 as a delegate to the state convention to be
held at columbus on 8 january 1836

lyman root was one of the original settlers of ridgevillerodgevilleRidgeville lorain county
ohio in 1810

johnohn A bryan a democratic editor of the columbus sentinel was a
native new yorker and an opponent of excessive state banking privileges
in 1835 he was being mentioned in the public press as a candidate for governor
of ohio in a letter dated 15 october 1835 oliver cowdery pledged his
support for bryan in the upcomingup coming state convention see cowdery letter
book ppap 515251 52 MS henry E huntington library and art gallery san
marino california

cyprian rudd was born in bennington vermont and was fifty three years
of age in 1836

oliver cowdery s mother rebecca fuller cowdery died on 3 september
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monday the lith
left newark licking co and left mr wright who is to come

home another way nothing of importance occuredoccurred from this till I1
arrived home of importance

thursday the l4th14thlath
arrived home this evening and found my family all alive though

my child was some unwell 11 my heart was truly greatfulgreatful to god
for extending his mercy and suffering me to behold them once more
after fateaguing my body so long my soul also rejoiced to meet my
brethren of the church with whom I1 have lived sincesince the organiza-
tion of the same

friday the 15th
the several quorams of the authorities of the church met today

and transacted important business preparatory to the endowment 12

the spirit of the lord was inin our midst

saturday the 16thl6thlath
wrote a letter to my brother warrenwarren1313 on the subject of a dif-

ficulty which exists between him and the twelve 14 wrote another

1809 when oliver was two years old the following year his father william
marrimarrieded mrs keziah pearce austin silas austin was a son of oliver s step-
mother by a former marriage

reference is made here to maria louise the first of six children born
to oliver and elizabeth ann whitmer cowdery born on 11 august 1835
maria was the only one of the cowdery children who grew to maturity

the endowment referred to was not the ordinance performed in later
latter day saint temples but a preliminary ordinance of washing and anoint-
ing at this meeting oliver s father william was appointed to preside over
the priest s quorum inin kirtland see joseph smith diary 183518361835 1836
114119114 119 MS HDC

warren A cowdery 178818511788 1851 an older brother of oliver was born
in poultney vermont in october 1788 he practiced medicine inin vermont
and inin freedom new york between 1816 and 1831 and was also the first
postmaster of freedom beginning in 1824 he joined the LDS church about
1830and18301850 and moved to kirtland where he remained until his death on 23 feb-
ruary 1851 warren succeeded his brother oliver as editor of the latter
day saints messenger and advocate and assisted joseph smith as a scribe

the difficulty that existed between warren A cowdery and the twelve
is summarized in a published notice at the time the problem was concluded inin
march 1836 NOTICE is hereby given to all whom it may concern that
messrs T B marsh and others denominated the twelve while on their
mission to the east last season received a letter from the presidency of the
church in which they were censured for neglecting to teach the church in
freedom cattaraugusCattaraugus county N Y the necessity of contributing of their
earthly substance for the building of the house of the lord in this place
the rebuke from the presidency as the undersignedundersignerundersigned has been informed
was predicated upon a letter addressed by him to the presidents or some one
of them stating that they the twelve taught no such thing the undersignedundersignerundersigned
although actuated by the purest motives at the titimeme he wrote believing he had
stated nothing but the truth has sincesince becomebtcome satisfied from the best of evievlevi-
dence that that particular item in their instructions was not omitted as he
had represented he therefore most deeply regrets it being sensible as he
now Isis that he was the cause although innocent of wounding the best of
feelings and depressing spirits buoyant with hope while in a field of use-
ful labor at a distance from home W A COWDERY kirtland march 7thath
183618 36 messenger and advocate 12 february 1836 263
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to john A bryan of columbus auditor of state on the subject of
the post office 151 see post script below

sabbath the 17th
the quorums of the church were organized in the presence of

the church and commenced confessing their faults and asking for-
givenessgiveness the holy spirit rested upon us 0 may we be prepared
for the endowment being sanctified and cleansed from all sin

post script to saturday the l6th16thlath
met inin the evening with bro joseph smith jr at his house in

company with bro john corrill 16G and after pure water was prepared
called upon the lord and proceeded to wash each other s bodies
and bathe the same with whiskey perfumed with cinnamoncinnamon this
we did that we might be clearn before the lord for the sabbath
confessing our sinssins and covenanting to be faithful to god while
performing this washing unto the lord with solemnity our minds
were filled with many reflections upon the propriety of the same
and how the priests anciently used to wash always before ministering
before the lord As we had nearly finished this purification bro
martin harriharrlharris17Harriss1717 came inin and was also washed

james M carrel describes the post office difficulty that existed in kirtl-
and at this time which no doubt explains oliver s correspondence on the
subject in a letter to R M williams post master of potter new york
dated 29 october 1835 carrel charges the whig postmaster of kirtland
with gross neglect of duty and disqualified for the office on the grounds
that when absent from his office he leaves it in the care of a woman
and when he is in the office he is entirely destitute of that spirit of ac
comodationcommodationcomodation and gentlemanly deportment towards those having business in the
office that should characterize the conduct of every man who is living on
the bounty of the government carrel charges further that the whig post-
master treats those of an opposite political sentiment with marked indignity
and contempt furthermore instead of publishing his lists of letters in the
northern times where everyone in town could see when there was a letter
for him and which was published almost at his own door the post-
master posted the lists in the local tavern to the inconvenience of the town s

people carrel concluded his letter by giving reasons that lead us to pe-
tition for the appointment of mr oliver cowdery as postmaster at kirtland
see cowdery letterbookLetterbook ppap 586058 60

john corrill 1794 was born 17 september 1794 in worcester
massachusetts he was living in ashtabula ohio in the fall of 1830 when
oliver cowdery and fellow missmissionariesIonlonionariesfonariesariesarles passed through ohio and baptized
him in june 1831 he was ordained a high priest and set apart as second
counselor to bishop edward partridge soon after this he was sent to
missouri where he presided over branches of the church an1nin jackson county
at the time of the difficulties in jackson county in 1833 corrill was im-
prisonedpri soned for a time in independence where he had been engaged in ter-
minatingmina ting the business of the church he returned to ohio with joseph smith
followfollowingi ng the zion s camp march inin 1834 and was appointed to take charge
of the final construction of the kirtland temple after dedication of the
temple in march 1836 corrill returned to missouri where he participated
in building up the church center at far west he was appointed as a
church historian along with elias higbee in 1838 but soon afterward left
the church see john corrill A brief history of the church st louis
1839

17 martin harris 178318751783 1875 was born in easttownEast town saratoga county
new york with oliver cowdery and david whitmer he was one of the
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monday the 18th
recorded blessings until evening 18 when a man came in by the

name of lee reed and said he had been sued for an assault and
that his opponent had sought thus to destry him he urged me to
go before the court and plead his cause on examining the same
before the court I1 saw the man was guilty of a misdemeanor and
could not say but little in his behalf he was finally bound over
to await his trial before the court of common please this descission
was just for he was guilty of throwing a stick against a little child

tuesday the 19th
wrote blessings this day I1 felt more like dedicating my self to

the lord than usual 0 my god my soul desires to see thee as thy
favored ones in days of old received a letter from joel sweetland
of east evans erie county NY and answered the same 1019 peace
be to my soul forever

wednesday the 20th
copied blessings until evening at which time I1 went in company

with my wife to elder john F boynton s20s211 wedding a large company
assembled and after the services we were treated with wine and cake
very sumptuously while these things were passing and joy filled
each heart I1 reflected back to the seasons in my life when 1I like a
stranger was cast out of society of men without the common bles-
sings of nature and also did I1 think upon the afflictions of the saints
in being driven from their homes and further upon the time when
the righteous will enjoy peace and plenty aside from the society
of the gentile then as when israel walked in favor with god will
our sons and daughters be united in marriage and joy will possess each

witnesses to the divine origin of the book of mormon nine years after
his birth his family moved to palmyra new york where in 1827 he
became acquainted with joseph smith harris assisted the prophet financially
and clerically during the translation and publication of the book of mormon
he was appointed as a member of the high council of the church in kirtl-
and in 1834 and assisted oliver cowdery and david whitmer in instructing
and ordaining the twelve apostles at the time of the calling of that quorum
inin february 1835 three years later he became dissatisfied and remalremairemainedned in
kirtland after the church moved west he did not return to the church
until he came to utah in 1870

thirty five pages of the patriarchal blessing book kept by joseph
smith senior are in the handwriting of oliver cowdery several of the
blessings were written during the first months of 1836

A copy of cowdery s letter to joel sweetland in which he suggests
reasons sweetland did not receive his messengerMe enzermngerenger and advocate subscription is
found in the cowdery letterbookLetterbook p 76

john F boynton miimil1811nii181118901890ngo who married susan lowell on this
date was a native of bradford essex county massachusetts he was baptized
by joseph smith at kirtland in september 1832 he engaged in proselyting
activity for the church in pennsylvania in 1832 and inn maine in 1833341833 34
he was ordained an apostle under the hands of the three witnesses in
february 1935 boynton left the church in 1837 and took up residence in
new york but in 1872 he visited brigham young and his former associates
in utah he was engaged as an engineer inin the invention of weapons systems
during the civil war and at least thirty six patents were issued under his
name he died in syracuse new york 20 october 1890
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bosom there being nothing to molest or make afraid 0 my may
the lord my god roll on the day of peace and rest

thursday the 21st
this morning at 15 minutes past ninenine my little daughter isis 5

months old 21 0 lord I1 thank thee that thou hast thus been merciful
and spared my only child at about three 0 clock PMP M I1 assembled
inin our office garret having all things prepared for the occasion
with presidents joseph smith jr F G WilliwilliamsainS 22 sidney rigdon23rigdon23

hyrum smith 24 david whitmer 25 john whitmer26Whitmer26 and elder john

2seeaseesee note 11 above
frederick G williams 17871842 was born 28 october 1787 inin

suffield hartford county connecticut he was baptized inin kirtland by
oliver cowdery during oliveroliverss mission to missouri inin 183031 williams
became second counselor to joseph smith inin the church presidency on 18
march 1833 in kirtland he was the owner of the F G williams and
company printing establishment and was a member of the committee to
arrange the interior of the kirtland temple in 1834 he served as paymaster
inin zion s camp williams was excommunicated from the church at a con
ference inin quincy illinois on 17 march 1839 but was reinstated inin april
1840 he died inin quincy on 10 october 1842 see nancy clement williams
aftelafter 100 years independence mo 1951 and frederick G williams

frederick granger williams of the first presidency of the church BYU
studies 12 spring 1972 243261

sidney rigdon 179318761793 1876 was born inin st clair alleghanyalleghenyAlleghany county
pennsylvaniapenns ivania on 19 february 1793 he was a popular campbellite minister
inin mentor ohio when oliver cowderycowder converted him to mormonism inin
the fall of 1830 in 1831 rigdon accompanied joseph smith to missouri and
wa present at the deddedicationicationmication of the landlard of zion after returning to kirt
land sidney assisted joseph as a clerk and inin march 1833 he was appointed
as a counselor to the prophet inin the first presidency during joseph smith s

absence with zion s camp inin 1834 sidney assisted oliver cowdery inin di
rectingerecting the affairs of the church in kirtland rigdon taught penmanship
arithmetic english grammar and geography inin the kirtland school and
assisted inin the publication of the doctrine and covenantscozeCoie nautsnants of the churchchinch
inin 1835 he left kirtland with joseph smith inin 1838 and inin the following
year was imprisoned during the mormon difficulties inin missouri after the
death of joseph smith inin 1844 rigdon left the mainmalnmainmaln body of the church
he died at his home inin friendship new york inin 1876 see F mark
mckiernan the voice of one crying inin the wilderness sidney rigdon re
legiousligious reformer lawrence kansas 1971

2hyrumhyrumthyrum smith 180018441800 1844 an older brother of joseph smith was
brnb rn inin tunbridge vermont on 9 february 1800 he was a faithful sup
porter of his brother and the cause of the latter day saints from the beginning
his name isis among the witnesses of the gold plates from which the book
of mormon was translated he was a leader of zion s camp inin 1834 and
was chosen to serve on the kirtland high council that same year in sep
temberember 1837 hyrum was appointed as assistant counselor to the first presi

dency of the church and two months later replaced frederick G williams as
second counselor inin the presidency he was appointed patriarch to the
church inin 1841 hyrum lost his life by the side of his brother joseph
inn carthage illinois on 27 june 1844 pearson H crobett hyrum smith
patriarchPatis duhauhdub salt lake city 1963

david whitmer 180518881805 1888 was born 7 january 1805 near harris
burg pennsylvania he met oliver cowdery inin palmyra new york while
on a business trip in 1828 whitmer was associated with joseph smith during
the translation of the book of mormon at the whitmer residence inin fayette
new york and became one of the three witnesses of that work he was
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corrill and washed our bodies with pure water before the lord pre-
paratory to the annointinganno inting with the holy oil after we were washed
our bodies were perfumed with a sweet smelling oderouscoderous wash at
evening the presidents of the church with the two bishop and their
counsellorscounsellors and elder warren parrish 27 met inin the presidents room
the high coucilscouncils of kirtland and zion inin their rooms those named
inin the first room were annointed with the same kind of oil and inin
the mannerlmannellmanmannernerl that were moses and aaron and those who stood
before the lord inin ancient days and those inin the other rooms with
annointinganno inting oil prepared for them the glorious scene isis too great
to be described inin this book therefore I1 only say that the heavens
were opened to many and great and marvelous things were shown 28

friday the 22nd
copied blessings at evening met inin the presidents room where

were the presidents the twelve the presidents of the 70 the high
councils of kirtland and zion and the bishops and their counsellorscounsellors
the presidents proceeded and annointed thomas B marsh 29 the

ordained a high priest by oliver cowdery inin october 18511831 and went to
missouri where he settled in jackson county after the mormon expulsion
from that county inin 1833 david whitmer settled inin clay county where he
was appointed president of the high council on 3 july 1834 Whiwhitmertiner then
became dissatisfied and was rejected by the church inin 1838 after leaving
the church he resided inin richmond missouri some fifty years until his
death on 25 january 1888

john whitmer 180218781802 1878 first met oliver cowdery inin 1829 during
the translation of the book of mormon he was born 27 august 1802 inin
fayette new york in march 1831 he was appointed church historian and
later that year accompanied oliver cowdery to missouri to prepare the church
revelations for printing he was a presiding officer of the church inin missouri
and ohio john whitmer left the church inin 1838 and settled inin far west
where he died inin 1878

warren parrishparnshparash was an officer inin the kirtland bank and a member of
the quorum of seventy inin kirtland he had accompanied zion s camp to
missouri inin 1834 and was a scribe to joseph smith charged with conduct
injurious to the church parrish denounced his membership inin 1837 and
associated with others inin open dissent see also D paul sampson and larry
T wimmer the kirtland safety society the stock ledger book and the
bank failure inin this issueissue of BYU studies

joseph smithsmithss description of events on 21 january was recorded ex
tensivelytensilelyten sively inin his diary among other things he noted that the heavens were
opened upon us and I1 beheld the celestial kingdom of god and the glory
thereof whether inin the body or out I1 cannot tell I1 saw the transcendanttranscendtranscendentant
beauty of the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter
which was like unto circling flames of fire also the biasing throne of
god whereon was seated the father and the son I1 saw the beautiful
streets of that kingdom which had the appearance of being paved with
gold joseph smith diary 183518361835 18361856 ppap 13438134154 38

thomas baldwin marsh 179918661799 1866 was born inin acton massachusetts
on I11 november 1799 he first met oliver cowdery inin 1829 after traveling
to palmyra new york to investigate rumors he had heard about joseph
smith he moved to palmyra from massachusetts inin the fall of 1830 and
was baptized in the spring of 1831 he went to kirtland ohio and the
following year settled inin missouri he was driven from his home inin the
1833 mormon expulsion from jackson county after returning to kirtland
inin 1835 he was appointed as one of the twelve apostles and ordained by
oliver cowdery marsh left the church during the missouri difficulties
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president of the twelve and he annointed the other eleven the
twelve then proceeded president marsh taking the lead and an
nointedanointed the presidents of the seventy elder don carlos smith30 was
ordained and annointed president of the high priesthood of the mel
chisedekchisedecchisedek priesthood by the presidents of the church near the close
of the meeting 2 0 clock in the morning almost all present broke
out inin tongues and songs of zion 31

saturday the 23rd
was most of the time in the office though I1 did not write much

conversed considerable time with president rigdon on the subject
of his vision concerning the return of the ten tribes in the evening
elder marsh called at my house we talked much upon the subject
of visions he greatly desired to see the lord brother marsh is a
good man and I1 pray that his faith may be strengthedstrengthenstrengthed to behold
the heavens open

sunday the 24th
the quorums met today we had a good season at evening met

the presidency in the upper room in the printing office and con-
versed upon the time of and preperationpreparation and sanctification for the
endowment

monday the 25th wrote a little settled with james M carrel 32

who left the office I1 gave him a reproof for urging himself into
the society of a young female while he yet had a wife living but
he disliked my admonition he however confessed his impropriety

tuesday the 26th this day commenced the hebrew language
under the tuition of mr J seixas 33 besides making selections for
the northern times 34 my family are well

of 1838 but was reunitedre united with the latter day saints in nebraska in 1857
and settled in ogden utah where he died in 1866

don carlos smith 181618411816 1841 was the youngest of joseph smiths
brothers in 1833 he was employed by oliver cowdery who taught him the
business of printing he published the elders journal in kirtland prior to
the fire that destroyed the printing office in 1837 and later edited thirty two
issues of the times and seasons in nauvoo where he also served on the
city council he died of tuberculosis in nauvoo on 7 august 1841 don
carlos was the father of california s first poet laureate ina coolbrith

joseph smith described this occasion in these words the gift
of toungsyoungs fell upon us in mighty pour angels mingled their voices with ours
while their presence was in our midst and unseasingunceasingunseasing praseserases swelled our
bosoms for the space of half an hour joseph smith diary 1835-
1836 p 141

james M carrel was a member of the kak1kirtlandrtlandartland safety society he
was also the recorder of several of the letters in the cowdery letter
book at the huntington library

joshua seixas a resident of hudson ohio taught hebrew in the kirtl-
and school for two months beginning 26 january 1836 he was held in
high esteem by joseph smith and the school was attended by many of the
leading men of the church in kirtland

the northernNor thein times was a political newspaper edited by oliver cow-
dery and published by frederick G williams in kirtland beginning in feb-
ruary 1835 A democratic sheet the times supported the candidacy of martin
van buren in 1835361835 36
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P S to monday in the evening the high priests and elders
all who did not belong to the quorumsquorums met in the lords house
anandd also the lesser priesthood with the bishop at their head to re-
ceiveceiveceide instructions relative to washing and annointingannointing a large number
of elders convened more than I1 had supposed resided in kirtland
wednesday the 27th attended the hebrew school
thursday the 28th attended hebrew school at evening met many
brethren in the lords house who assembled to receive annointinganno inting

friday the 29th attended hebrew school

saturday 30 attended hebrew school at evening met in the
upper rooms with the 70 elders & priests who were anointing

sunday 31 attended meeting in the forenoon the quorums met
as before in the afternoon went but the house being full did not
go in

february 1836

monday february 1 met with the remaining committee of the
school and assisted to make up the other hebrew class of 30 or 31

tuesday 2 attended hebrew school at 11 0 clock the new
class of 31 members took their first lesson in the evening I1 finished
the selections for this week s times and wrote a short article on the
present agitating question of slavery and antislavery there is a hos-
tile spirit exhibited between the north and south and ere long must
make disturbances of a serious nature if the north says that slavery
is unjust the south says you are endangering our lives and we will
not endure it

wednesday 3 attended school at evening went to a wedding
at bishop whitney s3sa elder joseph C kingsburykingsbury3030 was married
to caroline whitney sister of bishop whitney this day a man
arrived as he said from jackson county mo and wished to join
the church suspicions are entertained that he is not an honest man
time will tell

newel kimball whitney 179518501795 1850 was born in marlborough ver-
mont on 5 february 1795 he served in the war of 1812 before moving to
ohio about 1817 he was a partner in the mercantile firm of gilbert and
whitney in kirtland ohio when he met oliver cowdery and the indian
missionaries in november 1830 and was converted newel was appointed
bishop of the church at kirtland in december 1831 and was identified with
the mercantile affairs of the church during the kirtland years after the
latter day saints were driven from missouri in 1839 bishop whitney as-
sisted in locating and settling them on newly purchased land in illinois
he officiated as bishop and was trustee in trust of the church in the
years prior to his death in salt lake city in september 1850

joseph C kingsbury 181218981812 1898 was born 2 may 1812 in endfield
connecticut and was baptized in january 1832 in kirtland on 13 january
1836 he was appointed to the high council in kirtland in the place of orson
hyde who had been ordained an apostle kingsbury migrated to utah in
1847 and served as a bishop of the salt lake city second ward
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thursday 4 attended school after our class had recitionrecisionreci tion the
committee selected a new class of 15 who are to receivereceive lessons in
the hebrew in the evening wrote two editorial articles for the times
one on the subject of our difficulties with france and another upon
the subject of slavery our country is agitated & many look with
anxious eyes for coming events may the lord preserve his people
amen

friday 5 attended hebrew school

saturday 6 attended hebrew school in the afternoon wrote a
letter in the name of the committee containing a request to professor
seixaseiba s wife for a valuable lexicon 37 in the evening met with the
presidency any and quorums in the lords house when their
anointing blessings were sealed by uplifted hands and praises to god
many saw visions many prophesied and many spoke in tongues
closed a little before 12 oclock

sunday 7 copied the committee s letter to mrs seixas as her
husband was urging for it the quorums met in the room below
the printing office and proceeded as previous in the afternoon as-
sisted pres phelps38Phelps38 in keeping the door seating the congregation
and keeping order out at the door met the presidency and presidents
of the 70 soon after meeting in no 2 printing office blessed one
of the sons of zion and also selected another quorum of 70 from
among the elders previously to the close of the afternoon services
I1 asked for a letter ffromrom the church for bro james M carrel now
abscent the church directed me to send him one

monday 8 att heb school in the evening visited profess
seixas in company with pres J smith jr & S rigdon

signed by the first presidency and oliver cowdery the letter to madam
seixas expresses a belief that her husband has been sent to this institution
through the immediate directions of god and solicits the purchase of the
valuable lexicon as our only object is to do good to lay aside error when
we discover it forsake evil and follow righteousness and truly be the better
prepared and qualquaiqualifiedfledfied to render assistance to our fellow men and glorify
the name of the lord dated 13 february the letter isis recorded in the
cowdery letterbookLetterbook ppap 777877 78

william W phelps 179218721792 1872 was born on 17 february 1792 in
hanover new jersey arriving inin kirtland in 1831 he was called to assist
oliver cowdery in printing and writing books for the schools of the
church he was the editor of the evening aadandaoddmd the morning star zion
independence mo and published the book of commandments in missouri

prior to the destruction of the press in 1833 in kirtland he assisted the com-
mittee appointed to compile the doctrine and covenants and was appointed
to revise and arrange the hymns of the church for printing in july 1834
phelps was appointed as a counselor to david whitmer in the presidency of
the stake in missouri As a scribe for joseph smith he drafted and signed
numerous church documents in 1838 he became embittered toward the
church and was excommunicated in 1841 however he returned to the
church and was prominent in literary and agricultural affairs in pioneer
utah see walter D bowen the versatile W W phelps mormon
writer educator and pioneer MS thesis brigham young university
1958
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tuesday 9 att heb school also wrote a letter to my mother 30311

now in ellery chautauquechautauqua county N Y received a letter from my
brother stephen F cowdery 4041 of buffalo N Y also wrote a letter
to james M carrel informing him that I1 could not send him a cer-
tificate of fellowship as I1 heard that he had been intoxicated since
he left wrote another letter to gen joseph thompson 41 now a mem-
ber of congress for the congressional globe and also upon the post
office business

wednesday 10 attended heb school in the evening took sup-
per in company with pres phelps at my father s table with my wife
my sister lucy42 was also there

thursday 11 received a letter from my bro warren from
freedom N Y accompanying a letter to the high counsil and
one to the twelve read them to pres rigdon who thought that
they would be satisfactory I1 hope they may in the evening met bro
phelps and J whitmer inin the upper room of the office and studied
our heb lessons

friday 12 att heb school met the quorums inin the presidents
room in the evening to transact some church business regulating
the manner and power to ordain

saturday 13 att heb school engaged a cutter for pro seixas
to go to hudson in the afternoon

sunday 14 at home the weather cold & house crowded was
the reason why I1 did not go to meeting

monday 15 att heb school the profess being abscent our
class appointed myself to look over them for the time after assisted
pres smith to overlook the 11 oclock in the afternoon met press
J smith jr S rigdon W W phelps john whitmer and elder
S james43 in the office study and united in prayer for professor
seixas and his family pres smith taking the lead the items asked
for were in substance as follows that the lord will have mercy
upon the man whom we have employed to teach us the hebrew
language that all evil prejudice may be taken from his heart and
that the spirit of god may visit him continually by night and by

see note 10 above
stephen fuller cowdery 1791 an older brother of oliver was

living with his family in buffalo new york in 1835 when oliver traveled
east to purchase books and equipment for the church A letter to warren
cowdery from oliver on 22 november 18551835 reveals that at the time of
01oliverlveriver s visit in buffalo stephen s home had been demolished by wind
and water but they escaped injury cowdery letterbookLetterbook p 6563

A democrat john thompson was a member of the US house of
representatives from the chillicotheChillicothe district of ohio

2 lucy was oliver s half sister the second of three girls born after their
father married keziah pearce austin in 1810 lucy later married phinehas
H young the brother of brigham young

43 samuel james was appointed to the high council in kirtland on 13
january 1836 in the place of joseph smith senior in the following years
he undertook extensive missionary labor for the church in the east
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day that he may be lead to embrace the gospel and believe the book
of mormon that he will give him the spirit of humility and meek-
ness that we may become his teachers inin the things of salvation
that he may come forth and be baptized into the church of christ
that we may be benefittedbenefitted with the knowledge he has of languages
and that the lord will have mercy upon his family and visit them
with his holy spirit and cause them to embrace the fulnessfalness of the
gospel that they may be saved with him we do not ask to become
his teachers only that he may become our brother in the faith of
the gospel that his soul may be saved all of which are asked in
the name of the lord jesus christ amen

tuesday 16 att heb school

wed 17 att heb school

thursday 18 att heb school

friday 19 att heb school visited profess seixas in the even-
ing with pres J smith jr & S rigdon we found him weary with
his labors in teaching the school

saturday 20 att heb school received a letter from james
M carrel and also wrote him an answer in which I1 enclosed a
certificate from the church having learned that the accusation was
untrue charging him with intoxication since he left this place rec-
eived another letter from my brother lyman cowdery 44 of man-
chester N Y wrote a letter to mr S burnett of orange ohio on
the subject of the post office inin this place

sunday 21 attended meeting in the afternoon

monday 22 at the school heb

tuesday 23 at school heb

wednesday 24 attended heb school in the evening met the
quorums of the church in the lords house and heard the petitions
of several brethren who wished to be ordained was appointed
by the council inin company with pres orson hydehyde4545 and sylvester

14lyman cowdery 1802 an older brother of oliver resided in
freedom new york and later became a prominent lawyer and judge in
wisconsin

orson hyde 180518781805 1878 was bomborn in oxford connecticut on 8
january 1805 at the age of fourteen he walked from connecticut to ohio
and wawas a clerk inin the gilbert and whitney store in kirtland he joined
the campbellitesCampbel lites under sidney rigdon in 1827 and became a pastor he was
converted to mormonism in 1831 and ordained a high priest by oliver
cowdery in october of that year during the next four years he performed
lengthy missionary journeys to the east on 15 february 1835 he was
chosen one of the twelve apostles in kirtland and ordained by oliver
cowdery he was prominently involved in church affairs until the time of
his death in spring city utah on 28 november 1878 see marvin S hill
an historical study of the life of orononon hyde early mormon missionary

and apostle MA thesis brigham young university 1955
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smith 40413 to draft resolutions to be adopted as a rule of church
regulating the recording of licenses and conference minutes

thursday 25 my brother warren and family arrived this morn-
ing from freedom N Y I1 was glad to see them they were well
att heb school this evening conversed with a brother in law of
mine upon the subject of religion and found him very stubborn
and ignorentignorantignorent and withal far from god his name is winslow wil
berber4747 he married my sister olive

friday 26 attended hebrew school

saturday 27 professor seixas left this morning to visit his
familyfa mily at hudson ohio I1 was called to lay hands upon pres T B
marsh in company with pres J smith jr and also upon my brother
inlawin law peter whitmer jr 4111114814 the latter was very sick of a typhus
fever and was immediately heald and arose from his bed I1 heard
the other was better in the afternoon and evening met pres orson
hyde and sylvester smith in committee and dictated resolutions to
be introduced thursday evening for the consideration of the quorumsquorums

sunday 28 attended meeting on the flats and preached inin the
forenoon in the afternoon broke bread and administered the sacra-
ment

monday 29 professor seixas not being in town my class met
and studied together

march 1836

tuesday 1 attended heb school

wednesday 2 att heb school

thursday 3 att heb school met the quorums in the evening
in the lords house and read the committee s report previously drawn
which was adopted without amendment except a small addition in
the last article extending the power of certain conference further
inin signing licenses I1 confess the hand of god in this matter in giving
me his holy spirit to indite this valuable article as by it the elders
will enjoy their privileges as citizens and the churches be freed
from imposition

sylvester smith was a president of the seventy in kirtland from 1835-
1837 he had been ordained a high priest by oliver cowdery in 1831 and
was a member of the high council organized in kirtland inin february 1834
he also accompanied zion s camp in 183413341354

winslow shepherd wilbur was a member of the seventy in 1837 and
accompanied the kirtland camp to missouri inn 1838

41 peter whitmer junior 180918361809 1836 was born in fayette new york
on 27 september 1809 he first met oliver cowdery in the summer of 1829
during the final stages of the translation of the book of mormon of which
whiwhitmertmeramer was one of the witnesses he was a companion of oliver cowdery
on the indian mission in 1830311830 31 employed as a tailor in independence
whitmer was among the saints driven from jackson county missouri in
1833 he died of tuberculosis near liberty missouri on 22 september
1836
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friday 4 attended heb school

saturday 5 attended heb school in the evening met the twelve
pres J smith jr & S rigdon and my brother warren in the upper
room of the printing office the twelve hadbad preferedprefereeprefered a charge
against my brother for a letter he wrote last summer upon the sub-
ject of their teaching while at the freedom conference my brother
confessed his mistake upon the testimony of the twelve and said
he was willing to publish that they were not in the fault but that
hebe was satisified they delivered those instructions which he had sup-
posed they had not 49

sunday 6 did not attend meeting in consequence of there not
being sufficient room for so many in the small houses occupied for
meetings

monday 7 attended heb school

tuesday 8 attended heb school

wednesday 9 attended heb school

thursday 10 attended heb school

friday 11 attended heb school

from this time to saturday the 19th attended hebrew school
without anything of note s transpiring

from saturday 19th attended heb school up to saturday the 26
nothing of note s transpiring this day our school did not keep we
prepared for the dedication of the lord s house 50 I1 met in the
presidents room pres J smith jr S rigdon my brother W A
cowdery & elder W parrish and assisted in writing a prayer for
the dedication of the house 51

sunday the 27the attended on the dedication of the lord s house
for the particulars of this great event see my account written by
myself and printed in the march no of the messenger and ad-
vocate signed C in the evening I1 met with the officers of the church
in the lords house the spirit was poured out I1 saw the glory of
god like a great cloud come down and rest upon the house and
fill the same like a mighty rushing wind I1 also saw cloven tongues
like as of fire rest upon many for there were 316 present while
they spake with other tongues and prophesied

see note 14 above
construction of the kirtland temple began 23 july 1833 the building

was dedicated 27 march 1836 see lauritz G petersen the kirtland
temple in this issueissue of BYU Sludiesstudies

athethe4the dedicatory prayer of the kirtland temple is published as section
109 in the doctrine and covenants



the kirtland safety society
the stock ledger book
and the bank failure

D PAUL SAMPSON AND LARRY T wlmmerWIMMERwammerWlMwim MER

A previously unreported stock ledger book of the kirtland
safety society was recently discovered among the papers in
the mormon collection of the chicago historical society the
ledger which contains an alphabetical index of names and
287 account pages is unquestionably authentic and carries
the accounts of 205 members of the church at kirtland in-
cluding most of the church s leaders the handwriting in
the ledger has been identified by dean jessee senior historical
associate in the church historical department as that of
warren parrish a leading ecclesiastical and bank figure of
the time each account occupies two open pages or in some
cases two accounts share two pages the verso left page
denotes debits and the recto right page lists credits also
labeled contra each page has two columns of figures
the first column on the verso debit side lists the number of
stock shares for each individual and the second column lists
the total face value of those shares at 500050.005000 per share any
loans taken out are also listed in the second column the
first column on the recto credit page lists the date of the
entry and the second column gives the amount paid into the
bank being specie notes values of mortgages or whatever

the first account entry is sidney rigdon s and shows that
he paid 120012.001200 on 18 october 1836 for 2000 shares of stock

mr sampson is an economics graduate and a masters candidate in history
at brigham young university he currently teaches history at cody high
school in cody wyoming

dr wimmer iss chairman of the department of economics at brigham young
university and will be on leave the 1972731972 73 school year teaching and doing
research in taiwan
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with another 1000 shares added and an additional 81800818.0081800
in payments made by 16 november he joseph smith ed-
mund bosley and john johnson were the largest stockholders
each owning 3000 shares ten other people held 2000
shares and some sixteen 1000 shares these constituted a
total of thirty different people holding 48000 of the 69636
shares subscribed eight of these thirty were members of the
smith family who until 8 june 1837 collectively held about
a sixth of the stock A note on the prophet joseph s account
shows that on 8 june 1837 he transferred his holdings to
0 granger and J carter as did nine other stockholders 1

five more transferred their stock to granger and carter on
10 june one on 13 june one on 14 june five on 15 june four
on 17 june one on 19 june and two on 20 june by the close
of business on 20 june 1837 oliver granger and jared carter
held more than 20000 shares of stock

an analysis of the ledger shows the 50 per share face

8 june 1837 might be a good terminal date to work from in determining
the prophet josephs disassociation with the bank since in his history he said
some time previous to this 7 july 183711857118371857 1I resigned my office in the kirt-

land safety society disposed of my interest therein and withdrew from the
institution being fully aware after so long an experiment that no institution
of the kind established upon just and righteous principles for a blessing
not only to the church but the whole nation would be suffered to continue
its operations in such an age of darkness speculation and wickedness almost
all banks throughout the country one after the other have suspended specie
payment and gold and silver have risen in value in direct ratio with the de-
preciation of paper currency joseph smith history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret
news 196511965 2497 hereafter designated H c1caC

this date might also indicate the date oliver granger became the prophet
joseph s business agent with the special assignment to clear up his kirtland
business affairs As I1 was driven away from kirtland without the privilege
of settling my business I1 had previous to this employed colonel oliver
granger as my agent to close all my affairs in the east and as I1 have been ac-
cused of running away cheating my creditors etc I1 will insert one of
the many cards and letters I1 have received from gentlemen who have had the
best opportunity of knowing my business transactions and whose testimony
comes unsolicited

A card
painsvillegainsvillePAINSVILLE october 19 1838

we the undersignedundersignerunder signed being personal acquaintances of oliver
granger firmly believe that the course which he has pursued in
settling the claims accounts etc against the former citizens of
kirtland township has done much credit to himself and all others
that committed to him the care of adjusting their business with this
community which also furnishes evidence that there was no inten-
tion on their part of defrauding their creditors

signed THOMAS GRIFFITH
JOHN S SEYMOUR

H C 196419641 316465.3164655164653164 65
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value of the stock to have been highly inflated actually a
fairly consistent 2614261 cents was paid for each share of the
stock or 2625026250262.50 per thousand shares A few subscribers such
as joseph smith jr paid in more than that amount a few
others paid less with some subscribers paying half that figure
A few took out loans or made payments periodically it
is possible that the 2614261 cents per share was meant to be but
a first installment with further installments to be paid later
since several accounts have notations of payments for first
installments

whether the stock credited in the ledger was actually
distributed isis doubtful because no specimen of such stock
has come to light and no diaries report such whether the
subscribers received bank notes in return for their subscrip-
tions is also not known this may have been the method
by which the notes were placed in circulation though the
ledger does not tell us explicitly what the relationship was
between bank payments and kirtland bank notes it does
however indicate that there was some relationship as the
lorenzo wells account pages 293029 30 notes thatthut wells
refused to sign transfer paid back kirtland money 6
the ledger account shows that he had purchased 20 shares
of stock for 5255255.25 on 26 october 1836 just how much kirt-
land money was in circulation is still unknown

although some writers have alleged that the bank had
collapsed by february 1837 the ledger shows them to be in
error it contains many entries made in april may and june
of 1837 and the last entry carries a 2 july 1837 date

the ledger records that the highest price paid for stock
was 120121.201212012 per share more than four times the 2614261 cents
on 12 june 1837 joseph fielding paid 250025.002500 for 20 shares
of stock A few others paid 5210215212 cents double 2612614 cents
this would indicate that these were individuals who paid
in additional installments however more than ninety five
percent of the subscribers were given credit for paying only
2614 cents per share thus when contemporary observers
reported that the value of the stock fell to 1212 cents this
would appear to be only about a 50 percent drop in real value
from 2614261 perp share the subscription price paid by the over-
whelmingwhelming majority of owners rather than the striking drop
from 50 per share
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it seems likely that bank officials used projected real
estate values as a basis for establishing the 50 per share
face value the high face values of shares owned could possibly
be the reason for the complaints in some letters and journals
that the saints were given to worldliness and to thinking
that they were now wealthy one might excuse them for
thinking so for with 5255.25525 they could purchase twenty shares
of stock with a bank credited face value of 1000 the
failure to realize such inflated values might explain the wide-
spread discontent and apostasy after the bank s failure

analysis of the stock ledger reveals much about individ-
uals who later apostatized it shows that john boynton with-
drew his wife s eliphalet account in july and he must have
been sorely disappointed that those 200 shares were worth
so little 2 luke johnson and leonard rich did not come close
to paying for their shares of stock even at 2614261 cents per share
johnson paid iligillg11.161116 on 12 december 1836 and either 3550555035.503550
255025.502550 or 155015.501550 on 5 january 1837 for 2000 shares of
stock although the second entry has been written over so
that reading the exact numbers is difficult the total of 466646.664666
is very clear and would make the 3550555035.503550 payment necessary
but the clearest number is 155015.501550 rich paid 500050.005000 for 1000
shares of stock on 12 december 1836 there are no other
notations on the account pages for these two men could it
be that their apostasy was a way of avoiding responsibility
for the remainder of their obligation another eye witness
to events and a later apostate was cyrus smalling whose
name is completely missing from the ledger

although the presence of the kirtland safety society led-
ger book is a boon to scholarship in that matter it does not
tell us why the bank failed we must look to other sources
for that answer As the reader can note in professor part-
ridge s study in this issue of BYU studies the failure of
the bank was not a unique nor even an unusual event in ohio
in the bank crisis of 1837 but we must try to find whether
there are attributable reasons for its failure in addition to
the general bank failures of that suinsummermer

george A smith a contemporary of those times and
later an apostle in the church had this to say

seeee H C 2509102509 10 where john F boynton is noted as linking his falling
away from the church with the banks failure
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warren parrish was the teller of the bank and a number of
other men who apostatized were officers they took out of
its vault unknown to the president or cashier sidney rig-
don and joseph smith a hundred thousand dollars and
sent their agents around among the brethren to purchase
their farms wagons cattle horses and every thing they
could get hold of the brethren would gather up this
money and put it into the bank and those traitors would
steal it and send it out to buy again and they continued
to do so until the plot was discovered and payment stopped 3

brigham young was said to have discovered irregularities
when he placed some bank notes with his mark on them in
the bank and much to his surprise a few days later he found
them inin circulation 4 perhaps he did not realize that all banks
operate on fractional reserves and any notes paid into a bank
are subject to being paid out to a borrower or creditor of the
bank during the later division of the church in kirtland
benjamin johnson said that the apostate faction had the
greater amount of wealth

warren parrish the secretary of the kirtland safety society
later became a prominent leader of the faction that opposed
joseph smith parrish was a teller of the bank under smith
and after joseph smith resigned from the bank in july 1837
parrish and frederick G williams took over its management
parrish was also signatory to the 2 january articles of or-
ganization yet his name is missing from the ledger 5 this is

surprising especially when most of the prominent names
are there including signatoriessignatories to the articles and several of
those who later apostatized joseph smith accused parrish
of taking 25000 an editorial in the new church magazine
elders journal august 1838 said

he warren parrish had the handling of large sums
of money and it was soon discovered that after the money
was counted and laid away and come to be used and count-
ed again that there was always a part of it missing this
being the case repeatedly and those who owned it know

george A smith journal of discourses 26 vols london latter day
saint s book depot 1855861855 86 1111

andrew jenson historical record salt lake city andrew jenson
1888 5433

there is only one place where parrishsparrisisParrishs name appears this is in a
notation on page 51 in an entry for john P green 21 october and it reads
cash had of W parrish
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ing that there was no other person but parrish who had
access to it suspicion of necessity fixed itself on him c

lucy smith the prophet s mother said that joseph smith
suspecting parrish demanded a search warrant to attempt
to find the missing money 7 B H roberts compiler of A
comprehensive history of the church suggests that the above
took place before june of 1837 which was before smith with-
drew from the bank 8 the elders journal further says that

after this affair parrish began to discover that there was
great iniquity inin the church particularly in the editor of
this paper ieie joseph smithsmithl 9

benjamin johnson and george A smith also accused
parrish of irregularities benjamin winchester wrote that
parrish may have printed up 25000 or more in notes at
a critical time when the bank should have been curtailing
its issue and that then the circulated notes came pouring
in like a flood 10 andrew jenson writes

but the dishonest took advantage of every opportunity
they could to swindle it was on this account that joseph
withdrew

warren parrish was the principal inin the business he
had his partners and they did not stop until they had taken
out all the money there was inin the bank and also signed
and issued all the notes they could 11

warren parrish may have been dishonest and instru-
mental in bringing about the failure of the bank according
to the stock ledger only a little more than 20000 was ac-
tually paid in in some form to the bank if someone be-
fore june of 1837 had embezzled that much money it would
have been disastrous according to heber C kimball par-
rish later admitted to taking 20000 12 having been joseph

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints 6 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1930
1408 hereafter designated C H C

lucy smith history of joseph smith salt lake city bookcraft 1958
ppap 24041240 41

CCHH C 1409
ac1cC H C 1409109
leonard J arrington great basin kingdom cambridge mass har-

vard university press 1958 p 427 n 43
jenson 5433345433 34
orson F whitney life of heber C kimball salt lake city stevens

and wallis 1945 p 100
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smith s personal scribe and closedose associate a signer of the
original articles of the kirtland safety society and a teller
a secretary and a cashier of the kirtland bank parrish cer
tainlyfainly was in a position to manipulate bank funds and it
is strange that parrish should have been a bank officer with-
out owning any stock newel K whitney in a letter to his
brother four years later said the bank book isis in the
hands of warren parrish parrish scratched out his name
and wrote others over them 13

there are a few irregularities in the ledger but they do
not suggest dishonesty on the part of parrish or anyone else
on page 223 between the consecutive pages of entries there
is a blank entry with no name at the top this is the only
blank page in the entire ledger could the name have been
erased on the bottom of page 121 there is a definite erasure

perhaps the name of kellogg
As is too often the case new evidence while solving some

old problems almost invariably introduces new ones we now
see that the existence of the ledger disproves the allegations
of fraud or dishonesty on the part of the church leaders in
kirtland who had allegedly destroyed the ledger to hide the
evidence of their evil however its existence does not tell
all about the society and its failure but its discovery now
makes it available to scholars

newel K whitney to brother samuel in kirtland 18 july 1843
p 1 whitney collection BYU library



the failure of the
kirtland safety society

SCOTT H PARTRIDGE

the failure of the kirtland safety society the ohio mor-
mon bank in 1837 has tended to promote extreme opinions
on the one hand it convinces critics of the church that the
early mormon leaders were knaves at worst or false prophets
at best on the other hand it convinces many mormonscormons of
the wickedness of their enemies who helped bring about the
fall of the bank and who since that time have used its de-
mise as an argument against the divinity of mormonism

the argument over the kirtland safety society is typical
of historical discussions in which much is made about the

facts of a situation it is as if the truth were somewhere
11 out there and if we could somehow manage to separate
fact from opinion we would know what really happened
this idea neglects to consider the point that the facts of his-
tory seldom come to us in pure form since they are always
filtered through the mind of the historian who wrote them 1

there are no facts waiting in splendid isolation for discovery
by the historian but only the observations of earlier writers
who had their own prejudices thus the anti mormon writer
who sees the facts as damning to the church and the pro
mormon writer who sees them as further proof of the validity
of his own argument might be wise in working to obtain a
broader perspective of the problem in order to reevaluate that
which they have come to accept as fact

dfdr partridge is associate professor of business management at california
state university hayward he was a ford doctoral fellow at harvard where
he earned a doctor of business administration in marketing and business
history

when we take up a work of history our first concern should be
not with the facts which it contains but with the historian who wrote it
edward hallett carr what Is history new york alfred A knopf 1965
p 24
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the purpose of this paper is to reexamine the story of the
kirtland safety society in the light of what has been concluded
about that period by economic and business historians empha-
sis will be placed on the social and economic environment
within which the events took place it will reject out of hand
the extreme positions already mentioned because the signifi-
cance of the failure of the kirtland safety society turns on
whether it was something unusual for the time and place
or whether it was a typical happening if it was typical it
then loses much of its significance as evidence for or against
the management skills of the mormon leadership how typical
or representative an institution might be inin a given period
is crucial in the historical analysis of economic institutions
As stated by the british economic historian sir john clap-
ham every economic historian should have acquired what
might be called the statistical sense the habit of asking in
relation to any institution policy group or movement the
questions how large how long how often how repredepre
sentasentativesentative3tentativetive

with this theoretical underpinning as a starting point the
main hypotheses of this paper are 1 that the events con-
nected with the rise and fall of the kirtland safety society
were typical that they were representative of the years 1836-
1837 in ohio 2 that the failure of the bank indicates little
more than that the bank like many others was unable to
weather the crisis of 1837 and 3 that like many others
it eventually failed admittedly this approach removes some
of the fun and excitement from the study of the subject but
it might in the long run provide a more realistic perspective
of this period in mormon history

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE KIRTLAND SAFETY SOCIETY

areas of agreement some points relative to the story of
the kirtland safety society can be accepted as historical facts
with little argument specifically there seems to be general
agreement on the following

1 during the period prior to and including the operation
of the bank the church was in desperate financial difficulty

canceled
sir john clapham economic history as a discipline in frederick C

lane ed and jelle C riemersma abstasst ed enterprise and secular change
homewood illinois richard C irwin 1953 p 416
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quoting joseph smith there are many causes of embar-
rassmentrassment of a pecuniary nature now pressing upon the heads
of the church 4 the causes of this embarrassment were 1 1

that the church had no means of support except the contri-
butions of its members who were themselves not wealthy
and 2 that it had assumed obligations in excess of its limited
ability to pay 5 they began poor were needy destitute and
were truly afflicted by their enemies yet the lord commanded
them to go forth and preach the gospel to sacrifice their
time their talents their good name and jeopardize their lives
and in addition to this they were to build a house for the
lord and prepare for the gathering of the saints thus it is
easy to see this must have involved them in financial diffi-
cultiescul ties 6 in addition to promoting extensive missionary effort
and the building of the temple the church had entered into
large contracts for purchase of land in the kirtland area 7

2 church leaders believed that a financial institution in
kirtland would help solve some of the financial problems of
the mormon community they had the choice of establishing
a regular state chartered bank or a joint stock association with
limited powers to issue notes 8

3 the mormon leaders were unsuccessful in obtaining a
bank charter from the state of ohio either they were refused
a charter as joseph smith states 9 or they were persuaded of
the uselessness of attempting to obtain one from an unfriendly
legislature dominated by antibankanti bank democrats 10 in any case
although they would have been pleased to obtain a charter
they were apparently unable to do so

4 the founders selected the alternative of organizing a
joint stock company with note issuing powers this bank
they called the kirtland safety society antibankingAntibanking com-
pany joseph smith as treasurer signed the promissory notes
issued by the society the articles of incorporation established
regular procedures for management and auditing the affairs

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of larlerlatterlatlerlarrer day
saints ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1960
2478 hereafter referred to as HC

robert kent fielding the growth of the mormon church in kirtland
ohio doctoral dissertatdisserdissertationdissertatetat on indiana university 1957 p 163

HC ppap 47879478 79
HCWC p 479
fielding p 177
HCWC p 468
fielding p 180
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of the organization and set the liability of individual mem-
bers at 100000

5 joseph smith encouraged the members of the church
to come to kirtland and invest in the kirtland safety society
As he stated in his history we invite the brethren from
abroad to call on us and take stock in our safety soci-
ety yilillylin

6 the notes of the mormon bank were accepted in the
community for a time and evidently improved the commercial
health of kirtland 12 the capital base of the society was the
land owned under mortgage by church members the society
would issue notes to land owners and receive in return a
mortmortgageoaleaale on the land this mortgage then became an asset
against which additional notes could be issued although the
capital structure of the mormon bank was unquestionably
weak apparently a large segment of public opinion re-
ceived it favorably and did not regard it as unusual 13

7 the condition of the society declined as a spirit of
speculation swept through the membership and leadership of
the church itself14itself14 and as the financial condition of the state
and nation exerted great pressure on all banks

8 joseph smith withdrew from association with the bank
sometime before 7 july 1837185718371515 and warned the saints against
accepting the bills of the society as he said 1 I know them
to be detrimental to the best interests of society as well as to
the principles of religion 16

9 the kirtland safety society failed in the summer of
1837 and those holding its notes were unable to recover any
of the face value

10 the failure of the bank caused a great amount of criti-
cism outside the church and bitterness among church mem-
bers even some of the twelve apostles used it as justification
for misconduct in office 17

areas of disagreement if there is general agreement with
regard to the above statements there is general disagreement

hc p 473
fielding p 191
ibid p .177177

UHCHC p 487
jhcHC5hc p 497
jhcHC1hc p 5078507 8
HCWC p 50910509 10
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in other areas A partial list of the areas of disagreement
would include the following

1 what were the motives for beginning the kirtland
safety society

2 what responsibility did joseph smith share for the
failure of the bank

3 what was the financial strength of the bank relative
to other banks of the area in that period was it
typical

4 did the bank fail because it was caught in events
beyond the control of its management or did it fail
because it was mismanaged

5 what significance does the failure of the kirtland
safety society have within the context of mormon his-
tory does it prove anything

it is not pretended that definitive answers to all or any
of these questions can be developed in this paper but it is
hoped that an examination of the events surrounding the
story of the mormon bank will throw some light on them
at this point it might be useful to outline the history of
american banking during the first few decades of the nine-
teenth century

ECONOMIC AMERICA 180018401800 1840
general economic and social background the three de-

cades prior to 1838 were particularly crucial ones in the eco-
nomic growth of the united states it was during this period
that the nation s economy began to accelerate and industriali-
zation was born 18 along with these rapid changes in economic
life the country was also undergoing profound adjustments
in social outlook the jeffersonian ideal that life liberty and
the pursuit of happiness were best attained by the yeoman
farmer was being replaced new immigrants were coming
from europe who had more aggressive economic motives than
did their predecessors in the previous century and people were
greatly excited by the prospects of becoming rich writing
about this period bray hammond noted that

liberty became transformed into gaisserlaisser faire A violent
18douglass north the economic growth of the united states 1790-

1860 englewood cliffs NJ prentice hall 1961 p 189



442

aggressive economic individualism became established the
democracy became greedy intolerant imperialistic and law-
less it opened economic advantages to those who had not
previously had them wealth was won and lost lost
and won patient accumulation was condemned people be-
lieved it was not what they saved but what they made that
counted among men of every age and every position
in society through all grades was the same all pervading
all engrossing anxiety to grow rich 19

thus the jacksonian revolution signified that the tra-
ditionalditional conservative methods of business and banking were
no longer acceptable to westerners eager to reap personal
profit from the rapidly developing frontier in particular the
westerner rejected the methods and advice of much more con-
servativeservative eastern capitalists the feeling was that anyone in
america could get rich through his own efforts if hebe hadbad a
little luck

it is no surprise that under such conditions where raw
materials and labor were readily available where entrepre-
neurial talent was abundant the limiting factor on pro-
ductive growth would be a shortage of capital As herman
krooss summarized it As a general proposition the ameri-
can economy was characterized by a chronic shortage of
capital and capital funds 20 it was this insatiable demand for
capital funds that spurred the rapid growth of financial in-
termediariesterme diaries in the western states prior to 1840

speculation and inflation the general rate of economic
expansion in the united states was comparatively slow until
the 1820s thereafter it picked up momentum and increased
rapidly until brought to an end by the crash in 1837 21 in the
southwest and northwest speculative land sales grew tre-
mendously reaching a peak in 18561836 22 in addition to over
trading in land speculations in unimproved town lots mines
and every description of rash undertakings increased at the
same rate 23 the whole nation was in a fever of expansion
and excitement stimulated by streams of immigrants and capi

bray hammond banks and politics in america from the revolution to
the civil war princeton NJ princeton university press 1957 p 27

herman E krooss american economic development englewood cliffs
NJ prentice hall 1955 p 206

north p 190190igo
2 ibid p 199

james S gallatin the banks of new york their dealers etc new
york 1858 p 82
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tal goods pouring in from europe the situation was well
summarized by J M balestier when he wrote that

so utterly reckless had the community grown that they chased
every bubble that floated in the speculative atmosphere
madness increased inin proportion to the foulness of its
ailment the more absurd the project the more remote the
object the more madly they were pursued the prairies
of illinois the forests of wisconsin and the sand hills of
michigan presented a chain almost unbroken of suppositi-
tious villages and cities the whole land seemed staked out
and peopled on paper if a man were reputed to be fortu-
nate his touch like that of midas was supposed to turn
everything into gold and the crowd entered blindly into
every project he might originate 24

WESTERN BANKING

growth of western banks the net effect of all this
speculative madness was to induce an unprecedented inflation
of bank credit which in turn further encouraged speculative
activity in 1790 there were only three commercial banks in
the united states with a total capital of 2100000 by 1829
this had increased to 329 banks with 110000000 and by
1837 it had reached 788 banks with capitalization of

229000000090000000 25

andrew jackson s veto of the bank recharter bill in 1836
which ended the life of the bank of the united states helped
to bring matters to a climax although certainly not a perfect
institution the bank had helped to impose some restraint on
a fundamentally weak and unstable american banking sys-
tem with the demise of the bank one didndian t have to be a
prophet to agree with the editor of niles register that the
rag system will become as perfect as ever it was after the re-
straining power of the bank of the united states shall cease
every nook and corner of our country will again have its own
rag shop and currency 226 thus in addition to a tremendous
increase in the number and capitalization of state banks note
circulation more than doubled between 1830 and 1837 loans
and discounts increased from less than 200 million to over

F cyril james the growth of chicago banks vol 1I p 100 quoted in
sister M grace madeleine monetary and banking theories of jacksonian
democracy port washington N Y kennikatKennikat press 1943 p 84

august C bolino the development of the american economy colum-
bus ohio charles E merrill books 1961 p 188

madeleine p 69
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500 million 27 banks were able and willing to meet the de-
mand for money by the simple process of exchanging the
notes of a bank for the promissory note or bill of exchange of
a firm or individual ie by exchanging one kind of debt for
another the evidence of a bank s debt had general accepta-
bility as a medium of exchange the evidence of a firm s or
individual s debt did not thus by monetizing private debt
the growing demand for money was met

the specific motives for establishing banks varied con-
siderablysiderably in some cases state governments encouraged the
formation of banks since they helped promote commerce and
facilitated the raising of funds for public works the federal
government also encouraged the inflationary expansion of
state banks by accepting their notes in payment for public
lands and by building up their reserves through the deposit of
public moneys in addition the upsurge of laissez faire en-
couragedcouraged the notion that anyone had the right to engage in
business and banking and finally in areas where capital
was particularly scarce there was great public demand for
longtermlong term loans on poor security and hence a great increase
both in banks and in the issuance of notes because of this
demand and because in the more backward regions there
was a general ignorance of banking principles and procedures
coupled with laxity in the enforcement of those banking laws
that existed

unstable banking moved with the frontier there the de-
mand for credit was linked to investment in fixed capital
which often combined high potential productivity with high
risk during the 1830s boom and bust banking was
particularly prevalent in two regions one bounded by up-
state new york ohio and michigan and the other on the
southern frontier 288

in addition to banks started in response to the demand for
capital and an economic need for their services there were
some that were started with the motive of reaping a quick
profit and getting out schemes were concocted by men
without capital seeking to obtain credit which would be de-
nied by legitimate sources those who were desperately in

paul studenski and herman E krooss financial history of the united
states new york mcgraw hill book company 1963 p 107

paul B trescott financing american enterprise new york harper &
row publishers 1963 p 24
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debt often believed that the best way to escape their diffi-
culties was to join together with other debtors and make a
bank the result was a number of amusing and sometimes
tragic episodes the term wildcat banking for example
arose from the practice of locating redemption offices in in-
accessible spots such as the depths of a forest where there
were few human habitations but plenty of wildcats pro-
moters of this kind of bank were little more than counter
felters since they had no intention of running a regular bank-
ing institution however these people were in a very minor
position in the banking structure of the time and in spite of
the implication to the contrary of some writers of history
their importance should not be exaggerated since quantita-

tively they probably were not of great significance 2921 the
fundamental reason for the growth of banks was the urgent
need for credit in a nation that was experiencing rapid eco-
nomic growth brought on by technological changes and the
establishment of new industries 30

bank failures there were many bank failures during the
1830s but the exact number will likely never be known this
scarcity of data was lamented by john jay knox in 1900 the
losses to the public under the various state systems of banking
were undoubtedly large as may be gathered from the de-
tailed history of the several states exactly how large will never
be known because the records of the period in this respect
are surprisingly incomplete 31 from the few sources avail-
able knox concluded that it is probable that the loss to
note holders was about five percent per annum and the
losses to depositors and stockholders cannot be definitely as-
certainedcerta ined 32 the losses from the failures of the banks under
these ill advised systems of banking have never and will prob-
ably never be calculated on november 1 18561836 eighty nine
state banks held over forty nine millions of public deposits and
twenty six millions of individual deposits they had out-
standing about forty six millions of dollars inin circulation in
less than a year all but six of these had suspended 33 in

harold F williamson the growth of the american economy engle-
wood cliffs NJ prentice hall 1951 p 236256
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summary some indication of the failure record of state banks
during this period can be gleaned from the comment by
trescott that nearly one half of the banks formed between
1810 and 1820 failed before 1825 and a similar proportion
of the banks formed between 1830 and 1840 closed by 1845 34

why banks failed some banks failed because they were
never meant to succeed it is not hard to find cases of out-
right fraud and dishonesty in bank failures of the period for
example michigan s free bank act of 1837 provided that any
person or resident of the state desirous of establishing a bank
might do so the result was a system under which some
bankers spent most of their energies in outwitting examiners

rather than in conducting useful banking activity in at least
one case a bank filled its specie kegs with glass lead and
tenpennyten penny nails topping these materials off with silver to
fool the examiners 35

the more usual case was bank failure as the result of im-
prudence and inexperience rather than outright dishonesty
entry into banking was easy and frequently the officials of a
failed institution would plead as a defense as managers of
a massachusetts bank did that they were not themselves
capitalists nor men of previous experience in banking and
acquired their first knowledge of its rules and principles in
this comparatively humble institution 36

but these were strictly minor reasons for bank failures
during the first half of the nineteenth century most economic
historians do not believe that banks at that time were usually
operated by unprincipled men for selfish ends more typically
it is the consensus that the instability of bank credit was in-
herent in the structure of the banking system and involved
factors beyond the control of individual banks the main
flaw in state banking in the 1830s was that it was pre-
dominantly a rural institution and had little liquidity or shift
ability in the large cities of the east loans could be liqui-
dated that is turned into cash quickly by simply calling
for payment but this could not be done in the outlying areas
this viewpoint is nicely summarized by herman krooss

trescottfrescott p 19
ross M robertson history of the american economy new york
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the basic weakness of most state commercial banks
lay in the fact that they were attempting to do a com-
mercial banking business on the basis of savings bank
assets that could not be easily turned into cash only in the
large cities were banks able to carry on genuine com-
mercial banking for only where industry was located could
banks make enough short term commercial loans to maintain
liquidity in small towns and country districts banks made
longtermlong term loans against farm mortgages and issued short
term liabilities in the form of bank notes to borrowers the
borrowers in turn used the bank notes to purchase com-
moditiesmodi ties mostly capital goods from industrial and com-
mercial centers when the notes were presented for re-
demptiondemption the average state bank could not turn its assets
into cash fast enough to meet these demands and found it
difficult to maintain specie payments bank notes circu-
lated at a discount and often became completely worthless 37

thus the reckless and inexperienced management of many
state banks was combined with a scarcity of productive com-
mercial loans to create a state banking system with grave
weaknesses As a consequence most state banks fulfilled
their functions at the expense of constant bank failures vio-
lent business fluctuations and enormous losses to noteholdersnoteholders
and depositors

summary it is difficult to overstate the chaos that existed
in american banking during the first half of the nineteenth
century so little faith was had in the stock of new banks that
some states made it illegal for religious and educational organi-
zations to invest in them 38 in fact by the 1840s the reaction
to wildcat banking had become so strong that nine states made
all banking illegal 39 experience with banking instability led
one prominent journalist to remark in 1833 that banks were
the principal source of social evil in the united states and
found expression in the hope of james guthrie secretary of
the treasury that the production of gold in california would
shortly enable the country to dispense entirely with bank

40money
on the other hand admitting that banking during this

period was inefficient many students of american economic
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development contend that in the long run it acted to promote
growth studenski and krooss in their definitive financial
history of the united states state that inefficient banking
had some advantages it was one of the roots of prosperity
as well as pain and it is questionable whether a conservative
banking policy would have made possible the rapid economic
development of the west which took place under loose bank-
ing 41

THE CRASH OF 1837
bank failures like many other banks the kirtland safety

society went under in the great crash of 1837 this depres-
sion which had national and international repercussions hit
particularly hard in the state of ohio ohio banks with one
exception refused to pay their notes during the emergency 4241

the situation became so serious that the ohio legislature in
december of 1837 by resolution required the auditor of the
state to obtain from state banks general statements as to their
condition one of the questions asked was what were the
causes which led them to suspend specie payments in re-
sponse the cashier of the lancaster ohio bank replied in
a summary which was accepted as a rationale for most of the
other banks

at the time the ohio banks declined the redemption of
their bills with specie they were apprised that the banks of
the states north and south east and west had generally
if not universally suspended specie payments the ohio
banks were well aware that a continuance of specie payments
under such conditions would subject them to heavy and
constant drafts on their coin and that too by banks of other
states which had closed their doors to this mode of pay-
ment they deemed it gross folly nay worse highly
criminal to continue a course of operation which must re-
sult inin abstracting to their full amount the precious metals
from ohio while so far as they could see no corresponding
benefit would result therefrom in this condition of the
monetary affairs of the country and with the further em-
barrassmentbarrassment arising from the refusal of the land offices to
receivereceive bank paper in payment of the public lands the
ohio banks felt it to be an imperative duty to adopt the
course they did for the purpose of guarding against conse

studenski and krooss p 108
knoxnox p 677
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quencesquencas which they foresaw must prove fatal to the banks
and disastrous to the best interests of the state 43

crisis in state finances the severity of the depression is
illustrated by the fact that in addition to nearly universal
failure of the state banks to redeem their notes the state gov-
ernment itself was in dire financial difficulties the state
was engaged in numerous building activities having been
swept up in the canal building mania of the time and had
sold securities to the public to gain funds in addition it had
borrowed over a million dollars from two of the larger state
banks with which to continue the work during the crisis the
state found itself unable to meet its obligations 44 in the legis-
lature opposition to the canal projects expressed itself in a
desire to repudiate the debts but eventually the credit of the
state was saved by a mr alfred kelly who personally raised
a quarter of a million dollars to tide things over

thus not only was the state banking structure put in a diffi-
cult position by the crash but the financial strength of the
state of ohio itself was unable to weather the storm the
net result of the lessons learned during this period was the
passage in 1845 of reform banking legislation establishing
requirements for those wishing to engage in bank operations

conclusions
the purpose of the above discussion has been to lay a firm

groundwork for dealing with areas in which there is not gen-
eral agreement concerning the historical implications of the
failure of the kirtland safety society in this part of the
paper an attempt will be made first to deal with one of
the most scholarly of the works dealing with the events under
discussion by dr robert kent fielding and secondly to tietictle
the analysis back into the five areas of disagreement outlined
at the beginning of this paper

the fielding thesis in 1957 robert kent fielding com-
pleted a well written and scholarly thesis entitled the growth
of the mormon church in kirtland ohio as part of the re-
quirementsquirements of the doctoral program at indiana university 45

A large chapter in his work is devoted to a study of the kirt
41 ibid p 675

ibid p 679
fielding4fielding p 177
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land safety society and a number of students of mormonism
have expressed some dissatisfaction with the treatment ac-
corded the early leaders of the church this writer tends
to side with the critics rather than with the supporters of
fielding s work even while acknowledging that his work is

carefully done and well supported by the data he has selected
disagreement is not so much with the evidence fielding pre-
sents but with the conclusions that he draws specifically he
makes the following assertions

1 A basic cause of the relatively desperate financial con-
dition of the church was that it had undertaken obli-
gations beyond its ability to pay

the implication of this statement is that the leadership
of the mormon church was less prudent than other managers
of organizations at the time yet undertaking financial obli-
gations beyond the ability to pay was almost the national
pastime during the first half of the nineteenth century the
booster element inin american society wanted to accomplish
everything and wanted it done as soon as possible As a

result states municipalities and business organizations regu-
larly undertook projects beyond their ability to pay and also
regularly defaulted on their obligations the situation of the
church was typical for the time and place

2 the position of the mormon merchant was particularly
difficult with goods both bought and sold on credit
and the constant fear of failure through insufficient
funds to pay obligations

again the implication is that the situation of mormon
merchants was relatively worse than other merchants of the
time yet careful study of the development of marketing
institutions in the united states shows that the situation field-
ing describes was very common during the period under con-
sideration the general store was the typical retail outlet and
farmers were the typical customers because farm income
tends to come in an annual lump it was the custom to estab-
lish long lines of credit down the distribution line from
manufacturer to the final consumer and the representative
frontier merchant did indeed buy and sell goods on credit
professor theodore marburg writing on marketing and
trade before 1865 notes that a large portion of sales were
charged on open book account with a closing of the books
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taking place only once a year such infrequent settlement
was suited to the shortage of cash and the confused currency
conditions prior to 1865 but the extension of credit to pur-
chasers added to retailing costs and it increased the local mer-
chant s dependence upon credit from jobbers 46

3 the kirtland safety society was the child of desper-
ation which was to solve all the problem of debts
credits capital needs unemployment etc

again there is nothing unusual in the situation as de-
scribed for the time and place in question many frontier banks
were organized for just the purposes described it should be
kept in mind that the techniques of running a bank were
often not well known by people who organized them and
that a bank was considered by many a frontier community
to be the agent of salvation for their problems after all
these people were rich if we measure the value of the farm-
land they owned the problem was that many frontier bank-
ers lacked a firm understanding of the problems they were
creating by using this agricultural land as the basis for dis-
tributing redeemable notes

4 the bank was organized from the beginning without
a hope of success to a banker the articles fairly
shouted this is a wildcat beware

this is nonsense the question of whether the bank had a
hope of success was dependent on a great number of factors
including the national and state economic climates certainly
the founders believed that it had a hope of success based on
experience over the previous decade or they would not have
organized it As for the kirtland safety society s being a
wildcat bank the charge is wrong by definition A wildcat
bank was one in which the managers of the bank made a
deliberate effort to evade paying off notes by making the
place of redemption inaccessible to those trying to trade notes
for specie certainly the middle of kirtland was not the best
place to hide the headquarters of the kirtland safety society
if the principles of sound banking were not always known
the principles of wildcat banking were

5 1837 was not a good time to start a bank and warnings
to that effect were plentiful in the newspapers

williamson p 512
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mr fielding knows that and I1 know it but I1 am not sure
that the founders of the kirtland safety society knew it the
prevailing atmosphere was one of optimism and not until the
crash actually came did most people believe what was to be
the same argument can be stated with regard to the great
crash of 1929 all indicators in retrospect indicate that
something was liable to happen yet the greatest minds of the
country persisted in the notion that we had reached a perma-
nent plateau of prosperity

6 the fall of the bank was not caused by the poor busi-
ness conditions and bank failures of 1837 but by the
poor judgment of its leaders and the lack of a firm
economic base within the mormon community

this is the heart of dr fielding s argument and one with
which I1 must strongly disagree even a casual student of mor-
mon history must admit that the early leaders of the church
undertook tasks that good judgment would have cau-
tioned them not to undertake the sending of missionaries to
england during the darkest hour of persecution the building
of the kirtland temple the establishment of nauvoo and the
construction of its temple the long trek west to the rocky
mountains the establishment of a viable independent economy
in the isolation of utah territory all were actions that more
timid souls would not have undertaken combined with a
willingness to take great risks in the hopes of great gains was
a characteristic pragmatic philosophy that tried new things
and that turned to other programs when failures occurred the
historian can logically judge that the establishment of the
kirtland safety society was the result of poor judgment but
at the same time should acknowledge that given more fa-
vorable economic conditions it might well have succeeded as
did other even more difficult undertakings attempted by the
early mormon leaders the establishment of the kirtland
safety society was one of many activities undertaken with
the goal of establishing mormonism on a solid footing in
western america that it should fail given the circumstances
is not particularly surprising what is important is that after
its failure those responsible recognized their failure and tried
again in other ways

areas of disagreement to return to the areas of dis-
agreement referred to earlier we can summarize the conclu
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sionssions reached in this look into the economic and social en-
vironmentvironment within which the mormon bank existed

what were the motives for beginning the kirtland safety
society like most other banks of the time on the western
frontier the mormon bank began because its founders were in
desperate need of credit there are certainly indications that
they lacked knowledge and skill in banking but on the
other hand there is no evidence produced to demonstrate that
there was ever an intent to defraud the kirtland safety so-
ciety was not a wildcat bank but simply one of a great number
of banks organized by men with little banking experience but
with a lot of hope that a bank would help solve some of their
problems

what responsibility does joseph smith share for the failure
of the bankhankdaukdaug he seems to share in the failure with those
others who were involved in its formation and early manage-
ment there is no need to shield him or any other early mor-
mon leader from association with its failure the early history
of the church is one continuous struggle against opposition
and eventual success was preceded by many failures and dis-
appointments the failure of the bank indicates only that
something was tried and that it failed but little more certainly
joseph smith was partly responsible but that fact should not
be built into something more than it is

what was the financial strength of the bank relative to
other banks of the area in that period was it typical A
reasonable conclusion would be that the financial strength of
the society was not equal to all other banks at that time in
ohio but that it was within a broad range somewhat typical
of banks that failed to survive the crash of 1837 it suffered
as has been shown from the chronic difficulty of being based
on agricultural land which could not be converted into specie
to redeem notes and this was typical for the time

did the bank fail because it was caught inin events beyond
the control of its management or did it fail because it was
mismanaged the answers to both of these questions are
positive the bank was caught in events beyond the control
of its management and it was also mismanaged again how-
ever this was typical of banking at the time remembering
that half the banks organized during the 1830s failed by
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1845 it is obvious that it was a risky business there were
not many competent bank managers anywhere certainly not
many on the ohio frontier but even if endowed with superb
management it is doubtful that the bank could have sur-
vived the crisis of 18571837

what significance does the failure of the kirtland safety
society have within the context of mormon history does it
prove anything

the conclusion here is that the failure of the mormon
bank has only passing significance insofar as mormon history
is concerned the part played by joseph smith and early
church leaders was real but to return to an earlier comment
by sir john clapham one s statistical sense would indi-
cate that the failure of the kirtland safety society was a
very typical event for ohio in 1837 when many other banks
and the state itself were having grave financial difficulties
when the proper operation of financial institutions was not
well understood and when credit was in such short supply
that banks were viewed as devices to somehow magically
solve the universal problem of debt A reasonable attitude
would be to accept this particular effort as unsuccessful and
admire those who failed for their ability to pick up the pieces
and move on to greater effort and accomplishment
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on the night of 12 january 1838 joseph smith and sidney
rigdon made their escape from kirtland riding sixty miles
on swift horses before stopping to rest the collapse of the
bank desertion by trusted friends angry denunciations and
threats a relentless buildup of lawsuits all this seemed to
leave the prophet little choice but to leave kirtland to its own
fate 1

many of his followers had already left kirtland of course
or had gathered to missouri without stopping in ohio others
including his immediate family followed during the early
months of 1838 soon a revelation came that seemed to ring
the death knell of kirtland as a mormon center kirtland
is and will be scourgedscourgerscourged 122 sensing the impending doom scores
of families worked feverishly selling property buying teams
and wagons sometimes borrowing from friends or family and
packing in preparation for the organized evacuation planned
for the summer finally on 6 july 1838 a string of teams and
wagons more than a mile long moved out along the old chil
licothe road and headed toward chester 3

dr bitton is assistant church historian and professor of history at the
university of utah he has published widely in journals in his field and is
the author of two books the french nobility in crisis 156016401560 1640 1969
and the reminiscences and civil war letters of levi lamoni wight 1970
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it is customary to end the history of mormonism in kirtland
with the departure of this company usually known as kirtl-
and camp and in a sense it is true that its central role
was over 4 but it is surprising how long it took for mor-
monism in kirtland to fade away

in november 1839 brigham young and heber C kimball
stopped in kirtland on their return from the british mission
and found a good many friends and brethren who were glad
to see us young explained that many of these brethren
lacked the energy to move to missouri last season and some

lacked the disposition the kirtland temple was still avail-
able for use for brigham young preached a sermon there and
anointed john taylor in an evening ceremony 5

in spring of the following year there were encouraging
signs that the latter day work still had a future in kirtland
hiram kellogg wrote the lord is reviving his work in this
place there is more or less baptisedbaptizedbaptised here every week we
have about 125 members in the society here and more going
to be baptisedbaptizedbapti sed next thursday many of the old inhabitants
of this place have been standing and looking on until they
are convinced that this is the work of the lord and are willing
to embrace it 6 although letters from joseph smith express
disappointment with the spirit of contention there he ex-
pressed a desire to see kirtland flourish 177 in october 1840
almon W babbitt was named to preside in kirtland that it
might be built up and serve as a gathering place for brethren
from the east 8 at conference in may 1841 the kirtland
stake was said to consist of between 300 and 400 members 9

the latter day work seemed to prosper under babbitt s

direction in october 1841 he was sustained as president by
the kirtland saints babbitt wrote to the prophet there is
now about 500 members inin this place and a good many
churches adjacent to this stake we have got the house of
the lord in midelinghidelingmideling good repair we are now about

fielding p 306
on kirtland camp see HCH C 5874483 8714838744887 148
manuscript history of brigham young 180118841801 1884 ed E J watson

salt lake city 1968 ppap 565856 58
journal history 27 april 1849 compilation inin scrapbook form inin hist-

orical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
journal history 22 july 1840
8hcjhc C 42044 204 22526225 26
rimestimeslimes and seasons 2july2 july 18414586018414581841 4586040860458 60 containing minutes of the

kirtland conference of 22 may 1841



WANING OF MORMON KIRTLAND 457

lying a new bell deck we have made provisions for the
poor 10 these poor included 100 english saints who did not
have the resources to get all the way to nauvoo the kirtland
saints had bought some good farm land according to bab-
bitt and were converting the old steam mill into a furnace

while optimistic about events in kirtland babbitt com-
plained of rumors from nauvoo that kirtland was to be
abandoned there is so mutch writenbriten from your place that it
would require more than the influence of an angel to keep
down the excitement clear directions were needed should
they plan to stay or not what should be done with the
temple and other property he had reason to be concerned
for at october conference in nauvoo he had been disfellow
shipped for teaching false doctrine although this could not
have been known to him at the time he wrote the letter 11 and
at the end of october hyrum smith wrote without ambiguity
all the saints that dwell in that land are commanded to

12come away
nevertheless mormonism did not quickly disappear from

the kirtland scene financial problems undoubtedly pre-
vented immediate migration for some moreover almon bab-
bitt was insisting that the scourge will fall on nauvoo before
it falls on kirtland 13 at a conference in october 1842 ly-
man wight still found many saints 75 of whom heard him
preach in the temple in the morning in the afternoon he re-
ported the congregation contained about 150 with cheerful
countenancescountenancer the next day 500 to 700 people were in at-
tendance and several baptisms were performed in the chagrin
river during this conference wight reported 30 elders or-
dained and 203 baptisms we are now holding meetings
every night he reported and shall do so as long as there is
from three to ten coming forward a day which is now the

14case
justin brooks who took over as presiding elder in kirt-

land reported that 11many smart intelligent young men have
been ordained elders and that such an anxiety to learn
the doctrines of this church has never before been manifest

10journal history 19 october 1841
31hcHC 4424
12HC 4443444443 44
13journal history 10 august 1842 babbitt was specifically discouraging

people from going to nauvoo saying that kirtland was the place for him
24journal history 28 october 1842 29 october 1842 31 october 1842
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sincesince the commencement of the church 15 the following april
inin 1843 with lyman wight again representing the authorities
11 about one hundred apostates and a few new members were
baptisedbaptizedbaptised during the conference 16 in some respects this was
a last vigorous push before departure for a resolution was
passed at the same conference for the removal of all the
saints inin that place to nauvoo 17 before the end of the
month lyman wight and justin brooks were inin pittsburgh
trying to buy a steamboat to convey the kirtland saints to
nauvoo 18

some saints undoubtedly moved on 9 june 1844 brig-
ham young preached inin the kirtland temple on the subject
of nauvoo he found the kirtland saints dead and cold to
the things of god 10 but at the end of 1844 L hollister
wrote asking for someone to help manage affairs inin kirt-
land if you think us worth saving 210 phineas young sum-
marized the situation

here we are called josephites and at nauvoo apostates
the first we glory inin thechedhe lattertatteriatter we are willing to bear till
our brethren shall have proven us faithful by seeing our faith
and good works there are at this time some 40 or 50 good
brethren inin this place which constitutes a majority of the
church here we are favored with the house the temple
and the control of itit2lital21

young said he was willing to stay or go as directed 122 ap-
parentlyparent ly the earlier instruction had not been carried out again
the kirtland saints received word to come to nauvoo leaving
neither man woman or child behind that desires to come up
here with a pure heart leaving kirtland to the owls and the
bats for a season 3 the general willingness to gather
to nauvoo was reaffirmed at a kirtland conference inin april
1845 as it had been two years earlier 214 sacrament was ad
ministered to about one hundred saints

from the spring of 1845 it becomes difficult to keep track

brooks to joseph smith inin journal history 7 november 1842
journal Hhistorystory 7 april 18431845 minutes inin tunestat1mes and seasons 42828642824 282 86
journal Hhistorystory 7 april 18431841845 minutes inin times and seasons 42828642824 282 86
journal history 25 april 18451843

11manuscript histoidhistoiyhisiory of brigham young p 169
20journal history 15 november 1844

1journal history 31 december 1844
22 journal history 26 november 1844

journal history 21 january 1845
times and seasons 61845468717261845 4687146 871 72
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of the saints in kirtland many must have responded to the
decision to gather that was agreed upon at april confer-
ence no october conference at kirtland was reported in
the church periodicals by the fall the main topic of discus-
sion was the forthcoming departure from nauvoo and the
preparations for it at the end of 1845 it was reported that
a group of rioters had seized control of the kirtland
temple a report that indicates both the declining strength
of the kirtland loyalists and their continued existence 25

by this time there were many families in kirtland once
mormon who had decided to have nothing more ro0 o do with
the movement others were mormon in a general sense still
susceptible to being reactivated but content to lie low un-
til firm leadership was provided and by this time too sev-
eral splinter groups had sprung into existence it is not sur-
prising that some of them sought to promote their cause in
kirtland

one such schismatic preacher hoping to pick up the pieces
in kirtland was william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin who arrived in late
1846 he soon won the support of such men as leonard rich
and jacob bump at a conference in january 1847 they of-
ficiallyficially adopted the name church of christ 26 two of the
guiding principles of the movement were 1 to accept david
whitmer as the proper presiding authority of the church and

2 to declare kirtland to be once again the proper center for
the church the group was estimated variously at 42 and about
one hundred members at the end of 1847 in the ensign of
liberty we read our members continue to increase steadily
yet but slowly partially because of david whitmer s re-
fusal to move to kirtland the movement began to break up
apparently fizzling out in late 1849 27

by this time another group calling itself the church of
christ had appeared looking to young james C brewster
as leader this group was later known as brewsteritesBrewsterites in au-
gust 1848 they began publication of a newspaper the olive
branch and on 23 june 1849 held a general assembly in

HC 7484
ensign of Llibertyfero no 1 march 1847 reporting on a conference

held 23 january 1847 for a valuable introduction to this periodical and
other whitmeriteWhit merite works see dale L morgan churches of the dispersion
wetternwesternlVestern humanities review 7 no 3 summer 19531627519531621953 16275162 75

2seeaseesee the brief survey in russell R rich those who would behe leaders
offshootsOff shoots of mormonism provo utah BYU press 1967 ppap 353735 37
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the kirtland temple 28 moving spirits behind the movement
in kirtland were hazen aldrich and austin cowles brew-
ster himself lived in springfield illinois and by july 1849
the publication of the newspaper had changed to springfield
in october an article entitled the gathering at kirtland ex-
plained that kirtland could serve as a temporary gathering
place but that ultimately the loyal brewsterite saints were ex-
pected to gather to california some indication of the size
of the brewsterite congregation can be gained from the fact
that only six of those attending the june 1849 assembly passed
the test of accepting young brewster s 11 revelations com-
pared to its earlier boom period mormonism in kirtland
even including schismatic factions had decidedly diminished
in importance no longer did it occupy the center of the
stage

one of the best glimpses into life at kirtland at mid
century is the diary of patience cowdery 2921 wife of warren
A cowdery oliver s brother she had been closely involved
with mormonism at kirtland during the 1830s her husband
a prominent doctor who had practiced medicine in freedom
new york became editor of the latter day saints messenger
and advocate published in kirtland they became disaffected
in 1837 and 1838 but continued to live in kirtland 30

in 1849 when she began keeping her record patience
cowdery turned 55 years old perhaps the depressed econo-
my of kirtland is reflected in the fact that her husband and
sons were under thediedle necessity of seeking work in nearby
towns at times only she and her two daughters were living
at the kirtland home but usually her husband and one or
more of the four sons were also there

life was busy in the cowdery household they operated
something of a weaving establishment yarn was twisted for
stockings and for carpeting the girls did a good deal of sew

the olive branch kirtland ohio august 1848 and march 1849
cf rich ppap 313331 33 and morgan ppap 14146141 46

2patiencepatience simonds cowdery Ddiaryary 184918511849 1851 in historical department
of the church of jesus christ of latte day saints

warren A cowdery born inin poultney vermont in 1788 practiced
medicine and conducted an apothecary s business in freedom new york from
1815 to 1830 he built the first brick house inin 1828 and was the first post-
master in the town he moved to kirtland at the end of 1835 or beginning
of 1836 and was soon editing the messenger and advocate in the september
1837 issue he states that he had actually edited the paper for sixteen months
even though he was not nominally editor he was one of the group associated
with warren parrish and was excommunicated in 1837
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ing and at candle dipping time the house was transformed
into a veritable workshop twentyfivetwenty five dozen candles were
dipped in one day other chores included preparing husks
for beds and picking apples and blackberries

besides the long hours of work suggested by such ac-
tivitiestivi ties the cowderysCow derys found time for reading the scriptures
various periodicals and such books as a life of washington
A certain zeal for self improvement is noticed in such entries
as the following

we have had quite a school this evening among ourselves
in reading and spelling

we have commenced a school inin our large room in hopes
to continue it through the winter for the benefit of our own
family it has gone on very pleasant thus far we have at-
tended to spelling and defining this evening

nor was it all hard work probably spelling bees were com-
mon and such games as cbcheckerseckers occupied some of the evening
hours

the cowdery family seemed very much involved in com-
munity affairs earlier in 1841 and 1842 warren A cowdery
had served as an election judge and was still sufficiently in-
terestedte in politics at age 62 to travel to painesvillegainesvillePainesville to attend
a political convention lectures at either the temple now
serving as a community hall or the western reserve teach-
ers seminary were a common occasion for entertainment and
instruction patience herself was sufficiently part of the re-
form enthusiasm of the day to belong to a moral reform so-
ciety attending its meetings and subscribing to its periodicals
in 1850 she heard an antislavery sermon on sunday and at-
tended at least one meeting of an antislavery female sewing
society nor surprisingly too there were such small town ac-
tivitiestivi ties as weddings funerals quilting bees and donation
parties

the cowderysCowderys were not without religion although by this
time they were not mormonscormonsMormons in 1849 patience often attended
church and made notes on the sermons this may have been
the baptist church at least a small donation was made to-
ward the construction of a new baptist meeting house in 1850
As time went on she more usually stayed at home on sun-
days while the children attended churchurchclicil she did read the
bible regularly noting inin her diary the completion of chapters
and books
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what about mormonism about all the notice given to
their former religion was prompted by visits from individuals
in 1849 for example martin harris called here this morning
and warned us of our danger if we did not imbraceimbruce the
gospel and says he has now cleared his skirts whether we give
heed or not A few days later harris came to see about
selling us some land and staid some little time and con-
versed upon things that he said he knew she mentions read-
ing six issues of the olive branch this was the brewsterite
newspaper that austin cowles left for their perusal one de-
tects a note of detachment if not scepticism in the references to
the preaching of these zealotszealouszea lots in 1850 the family was visited
by a mr mclenithan who considered it to be his duty
to warn the people to flee the wrath to come he considered
the judgments to be near at hand

perhaps the enthusiasm for mormonism of the 1830s had
been burned out by the bitter recrimination of 1837 and
1838 still there was sufficient interest that one of the cow-
dery daughters read the book of mormon and such men
as harris still obtained a hearing when they called on the
family while not in close contact with warren s brother
oliver apparently they did receive the news of his death in
1850 and must have heard of his return to the church

the warren cowdery family was hardworkinghard working and in-
terestedte in the affairs of the day patience was a devout
reader of the bible she had an almost transcendentalist
feeling toward nature as expressed in a beautiful passage
on 16 june 1850

the weather is calm and serene the air seems pure and
wholesome all nature seems to have put on a lively green
sincesince the reviving rain I1 do take sweet comfort inin viewing
the beauties of nature the lively green woods that looks
so beautiful and happy while all is calm and peaceful
at home ought we not to possess hearts of gratitude that
we have been thus highly favored with kind children that
ever ready to sooth and wait on us in sickness they
are kind and good truly this makes home pleasant and
seems to give everything around us a pleasing aspect

there was much goodness in the life of this family
in 1851 elder james W bay found a few signs of spiritual

life in kirtland As he reported in a letter to brigham
young
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there have been all kinds of false prophets here in
kirtland but I1 have found a few that begin to feel that
west is the place and the authority is there bro isaac
bullock and I1 succeeded in getting an organization here
and they begin to have the gifts and are blessed and cal-
culate to gather west to the valley 31

although there was a branch organization it cannot have
been large elder bay said that he had baptized thirteen dur-
ing the year but all of these may not have been at kirtland
at nearby cleveland there was a branch of 30 members the
emphasis of bay s preaching was not to build up permanent
branches but to encourage gathering 1 I have been hunting
up the saints and encouraging them to go to the valleys of
ephraim to be hid up while the indignation be overpast and
I11 feel that this land is to be pruned with a mighty pruning

four years later when thomas colburn visited kirtland
he found a few that called themselves saints but very weak
many apostates who have mostly joined the rappers 32 those
who now had possession of the temple he denounced as no
better than thieves and robbers the single encouraging con-
versation as far as we can gather was with martin harris
who was on the vergeofvergeonverge of deciding to move to utah

population figures do not support the contention that
kirtland had become nearly deserted but it did decline and
gave an impression of lethargy 333 A generation later in 1882
richard W young visited the now feeble village of kirt-
land 34 the general mood evoked by his description is one
of decay and sadness he and his companion called on a
family who had once been saints now blind and decrepit
they looked for the former house of brigham young but
found only some broken pieces of pottery the temple could
be seen only from the outside since the elders of the reor-
ganized church had left town with the keys 3515 the building
is in poor repair young said much of the interior wood

letter dated 7 august 1851 in deseret news 13 december 1852
12two letters published in the st louis luminary 17 february 1855 and

2 may 1855
for some discussion of population decline see artel ricks hyrumshyrams

prophecy improvement era 591956305ff591956305591956 305ffff
richard W young in the wake of the church contributor 41833

1058105 8
young could not resist scoring a point at the expense of the reorganized

church elders who had gone off with the keys the door keys I1 mean
the other keys those to the doors of eternal truth were taken from the
kirtland temple forty five years before richard W young p 107
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work has been taken away for fire wood and the sashes con-
tain more broken than undamaged panes of glass paint it
has not seen for a generation at least

the days when crowds of newly arrived converts throngedthrongerthronged
the streets of kirtland when the air rang with shouts and
the hammer blows of construction when reports of divine
manifestations in the temple were communicated in excited
whispers all of this was part of the past As richard W
young said of the temple its chief glory is of course in
the past and to a latter day saint the brightness of that glory
was sufficient to cause it even now to shine with its retained
splendor
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basic to the study of the history and philosophy of any re-
ligion are the books produced by that faith during its formative
years especially is this true of mormonism for the printing
press played a vital part in the church s progress as well as
its reversals mormonism literally commenced with a book
by means of the press its claims were advertised and its mes-
sage spread and twice during the first decade its adherents
were driven from their homes in part because of what they
had put in print

A mormon press became a reality with the conversion in
june 18183118513 1 of william wines phelps a new york newspaper-
man A month after his baptism phelps was designated a
printer unto the church and in september a conference of
the church inin ohio directed phelps to purchase a press and
type in cincinnati for the purpose of publishing a newspaper
in independence missouri newly appointed as the gathering
place for the saints 1 it appears that phelps started for
missouri about the middle of october 2 on november 20
1831 oliver cowdery who had been called to assist phelps

dr crawley is professor of mathematics at california institute of technology
on leave he will join the math faculty at brigham young university inin
september 1972 he is also a serious collector of early mormon americana

josephajoseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city 1949 1217 hereafter designated
HC

see journal history october 1831 USIC hereafter designated JH
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left for independence arriving january 5 1832 3 three weeks
later cowdery wrote to joseph smith we expect soon to be
ready to print and hope that brother martin harris can sup-
ply the paper 4 at the end of february 1832 a prospectus
for the mormon newspaper the evening and the morning star
was published and in may the mormon press did a bit of job
work printing ironically enough a circular for lilburn W
boggs announcing his candidacy for lieutenant governor of
missouri 5 on may 29 1832 the church leaders in missouri
gathered at the printing office on the second floor of W W
phelps s house on liberty street 120 miles west of any press
in the state and edward partridge dedicated the building and
its apparatus to the lord 6 finally in june 1832 the mormon
press under the firm name of W W phelps and company
began issuing the evening and the morning star a monthly
newspaper directed to the saints and the upper missouri
advertiser a weekly community newspaper for over a year
this little press was in operation until the printing office was
destroyed by the local missouriansMissourians july 20 1833

the history of the star s press subsequent to the destruction
of the printing office is itself rather interesting late in 1833
it was sold to messrs kelly and davis for 300 against the

1000 owing the saints attorneys who used it to print the
upper missouri enquirer in liberty missouri 7 in 1845 the
press was sold to william ridenbaugh and employed in found-
ing the st joseph gazette fourteen years later ridenbaugh
sold the press to a captain merrick who used it in publishing
the first colorado newspaper the cherry creek pioneer 6

seven weeks after the star office was razed the leaders of
the church met in kirtland ohio and resolved to establish
another press in kirtland under the firm name of F G
williams and company to continue the star in kirtland until
it could be moved again to missouri and to publish as soon
as practicable a kirtland periodical entitled the latter day

hemaneman C smith ed the book of john whitmer journal of history
11908 135

JH 27 january 1832

0noo copy of this circular is extant it is described in the columbia mis-
souri intelligencer 2 june 1832 p 2

the evening and the morning star june 1832 hereafter designated
EMS JH 29 may 1832 L 0 panksfanksbanks the evening and the morning
star missouri historical review 43 1949 319ff

jhcHC1hc 1470
bankspanics 319ff
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saints messenger and advocatesadvocate9advocate9 on october 1 1833 oliver
cowdery left kirtland for new york with 800 in borrowed
money to purchase a press and type 10 the new press reached
kirtland about the first of december cowdery and newell
K whitney began distributing the type on the fourth
and on the eighteenth the elders gathered at the printing office
and after dedicating it to the lord took the first sheet of the
resurrected star out of the press for four years the kirtland
press operated producing some of mormondom s most im-
portant books

late in 1834 the kirtland press was moved to its perma-
nent location adjacent to the kirtland temple it was housed
on the upper floor of a two story building the lower floor of
which was used for the school of the prophets 12 in novem-
ber 1835 at the peak of its production the printing office
employed four journeyman printers and typesetters and three
apprentices and still was not able to meet its deadlines 13 at
this time the operation was further enlarged by the addition of
a bindery 14

originally the kirtland press like the independence press
was essentially owned by the church in april 1834 how-
ever ownership of the printing office was transferred to oliver
cowdery and F G williams who did the church s printing
on a contractual basis still under the firm name of F G
williams and company the firm was dissolved and bought
out by oliver cowdery in june 1836 eight months later the
printing office was transferred to joseph smith and sidney
rigdon and three months after that it was transferred to
william marks a new convert in new york with joseph
smith and sidney rigdon operating the office 15 these changes
and the frequent pleas to the subscribers of the messenger and
advocate to pay their past due subscriptions suggest that thediedle
printing office operated on the brink of financial collapse for

HC 1409
HC 1418 oliver cowdery to ellelieilelizabethellzabethzabeth ann cowdery kirtland 1

january 1834 cowdery letterbookLetterbook csmhcsmi hereafter designated CL
HC 1448 465

jacHCjfc 2169 max parkin the nature and cause of internal and ex-
ternal conflict of the mormonscormons in ohio between 1830 and 1838 MA
thesis brigham young university 1966 p 332n

W W phelps to sally phelps kirtland 14 november 1835 as
hiiqiiqucdquadd in JH 14 Novemnovemberberbcr 1835

oliver cowdery to warren A cowdery 22 november 1835 cliCLCJL
doctrine and covenants 104282910428 29 messenger and advocate ppap 329
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much of its life 10 joseph smith and sidney rigdon left kirtl-
and for far west missouri january 12 1838 three days later
the press was attached for an indebtedness of the first presi-
dency and sold at auction to a mr million an apostate mor-
mon shortly after midnight january 16 1838 the printing
shop caught fire and all its contents were destroyed 17

just how the saints obtained a press in far west missouri
is a mystery A letter from oliver cowdery to his brother war-
ren written at far west february 4 1838 suggests thatdialdiat W
W phelps was then attempting to acquire a press 18 by the
tenth of may a press was inin far west and was being as-
sembled by oliver cowdery who at this point was out of the
church 19 the july 1838 issue of the elders journal discusses
the press but provides little additional information

it is indeed somewhat unexpected to us to be be able to com-
mence printing the journal again so soon but the general in-
terest felt in it by the saints in general soon inin a degree
repaired the loss which was suffered in the burning of the
press in kirtland and another establishment by the ex-
ertions of the saints in far west has been obtained suf-
ficiently large to print the journal and soon will be
greatly enlarged so as to do all the printing necessary
for the whole church
we have no doubt but liberal minded men will continue
to aid with their means until the establishment will be
sufficiently supplied with means to make the largest of the
kind anywhere in the region of country where it is located

only a prospectus two issues of the elders journal and
sidney rigdon s fourth of july oration in pamphlet form issued
from the mormon press in far west before the difficulties
with the missouriansMissour ians in october 1838 stopped its operation
at the time of the mormonscormons surrender at far west the press
and type were buried in a brother dawson s yard and the
following spring were dug up and hauled to nauvoo where
they were used to print the times and seasons 20

the fifty one items described below are the mormon
books of the new york ohio and missouri periods when

the mormon presses at independence kirtland and far west
see for example HC 2434 and MA p 329

27parkin p 322
oliver cowdery to warren A and lyman cowdery 4 february 1838

CL
oliver cowdery to warren A and lyman cowdery 10 may 1838

CL HC 31617316 17
20hcHC 4398
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were in operation more precisely they are the books pro-
duced by members of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints in support of the church before the nauvoo press com-
menced regular operation in november 1839 thirty one were
published by the independence kirtland and far west
presses the remaining twenty were printed on commercial
presses in other cities

here the term book includes any item with one or more
pages containing printed text bearing on some doctrinal point
or historical incident not included are printed elders certifi-
cates printed receipt forms or bank notes

an attempt has been made of course to be complete but
to claim completeness would be naive several of the items
described below for example have come to light only in the
last three or four years and it is to be hoped that other books
will be discovered as attic trunks are opened and garages are
searched

no attempt has been made to locate every existing copy
of a given book instead the twenty four institutional li-
braries listed below have been surveyed and those owning a
particular book are indicated at the end of the discussion of
that book

many have contributed to this bibliography especially do
I1 acknowledge with gratitude the contributions and assistance
of chad J flake brigham young university library paul
foulger dean jessee jeff johnson and janet jensen LDS
church historian s library and richard P howard RLDS
church department of history in addition I1 am grateful
for the help of joan hofman yale university libary william
matheson library of congress grant T dean chicago hist-
orical society richard colles johnson newberry library
roger D bridges illinois state historical library ellen
oldham boston public library howard peckham william
L clements library mrs oliver howard state historical
society of missouri mrs fred C harrington missouri hist-
orical society library james mooney american antiquarian
society lewis M stark and maud D cole new york public
library laura L chace cincinnati historical society library
kermit J pike western reserve historical society library
howell J heaney free library of philadelphia edna sue
herzog degolyer foundation library and charles shetler
state historical society of wisconsin library
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census

csmhcsmi henry E huntington library san marino calif
ctyacty yale university library new haven conn
CUBCU B the bancroft library university of california

berkeley calif
DLC library of congress washington DC
ichi the chicago historical society chicago 111

ICN the newberry library chicago 111

ihi illinois state historical library springfield 111

MB boston public library boston mass
MH harvard university library cambridge mass
miu C the william L clements library university of

michigan ann arbor mich
mohi state historical society of missouri columbia mo
moinrc RLDS church department of history indepen-

dence mo
moshi missouri historical society library st louis mo
MWA american antiquarian society worcester mass
nip princeton university library princeton N J
NN new york public library new york NY
OCHP cincinnati historical society library cincinnati

ohio
oclwhioc1whi western reserve historical society library cleve-

land ohio
PP free library of philadelphia philadelphia pa
txdadf degolyer foundation library dallas tex
UPB brigham young university library provo utah
USIC LDS church historian s library salt lake city

utah
UU university of utah library salt lake city utah
whi state historical society of wisconsin library madi-

son wise

1 the book of mormon an account written by the handband of
mormon upon plates taken from the plates of nephi
by joseph smith junior author and proprietor

palmyra new york printed by E B grandin for the
author 1830

iv5iva 5882 ppap 18.5185185 cm
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little of what ultimately was the manuscript of the book
of mormon had been produced when oliver cowdery arrived
april 5 1829 at harmony pennsylvania where joseph smith
was staying with his wife s parents two days later cowdery
began writing joseph smith s dictation and the work on the
manuscript proceeded with little interruption until about the
first of june at this point david whitmer invited
joseph smith and oliver cowdery to move their labors to his
father s house in fayette new york and during the month
of june they continued working on the manuscript at the
whitmer home in fayette completing it about the first of july
1829 21

with the manuscript near completion efforts were directed
toward its publication A copyright was secured june 11 1829
egbert B grandin publisher of the palmyra wayne sentinel
was approached early inin june about printing the book initially
grandin refused and he published the title page of the book
of mormon in the wayne sentinel june 26 1829 with the
comment it is pretended that it the book of mormon will
be published as soon as the translation is completed follow-
ing grandin s refusal an application also unsuccessful
was made to thurlow weed publisher of the rochester tele-
graph elihu F marshall a rochester book publisher was
solicited next and marshall agreed to publish the book upon
suitable security with a publisher in hand martin harris
again went to grandin urging him to do the printing because
of the convenience of a local printer grandin relented agree-
ing to print and bind in leather 5000 copies for 500050003000 As
security martin harris gave grandin a mortgage on his farm
dated august 25 1829 wherein harris agreed to pay the
3000500050003000 within eighteen months As a matter of fact harris
sold his farm for 3000500050003000 in april 18511831 apparently to pay
grandin 22

when the original dictated manuscript was completed
oliver cowdery supervised the production of a second manu

21hHCcy l32ff132ff MA ppap 141514 15 david whitmer in kansas city journal
5 june 1881 as quoted in francis W kirkham A new witness for christ inin
america 2 vols salt lake city i9601960 1222

22hcHC 171 john H gilbert memorandum made sept 8thath 1892
kings daughters free library palmyra microfilm UPB pomeroy tucker

origin rise and progress of mormonismmormon ism new york 1867 ppap 505350 53 thurl-
ow weed autobiography boston 1884 ppap 35859358 59 larry C porter A
study of the origins of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
phd dissertation brigham young university 1971 ppap 869086 90
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script copy to be used by the printer this printer s manu-
script copied from the original by several people embodies
numerous spelling corrections but like the original is totally
free of punctuation seventy two leaves about a third of
the original dictated manuscript are held by the LDS church
historian s library the entire printer s manuscript is in the
possession of the RLDS churchchurch2323

the printing of the book of mormon took place on the
third floor of the building that housed a bindery on the second
floor and grandin s palmyra book store on the first accord-
ing to john H gilbert who set the type for the book of
mormon the printing began inin august 1829 the printer s

manuscript was delivered to the typesetter by hyrum smith
a few pages at a time all the punctuation and paragraphing
was supplied by gilbert as he set the book in type generally
the printing was monitored by hyrum smith oliver cowdery
and martin harris with cowdery doing the bulk of the proof-
reading joseph smith was in pennsylvania most of this time
and hadbad little to do with the actual printing of the book of
mormon 2421

in january 1830 excerpts from the book of mormon
appeared in the reflector a small palmyra newspaper pub-
lished irregularly by abner cole alias 0 dogberry and
printed at grandin s shop the january 2 1830 issueissue of the
reflector contains what is now I11 nephi 11 through I11 nephi
23 the january 13 issue I11 nephi 241524 15 and the january 22
issue alma 4322404322 40 when cole s piracy was discovered
joseph smith was sent for in pennsylvania and armed with
the copyright he persuaded cole to cease printing parts of the
book of mormon text 225

the wayne sentinel for march 19 1830 indicated that
the book of mormon would be ready within the week and
seven days later the sentinel announced that the book of mor-
mon was for sale wholesale and retail at the palmyra book
store

the 1830 book of mormon was originally bound in full

lucy smith biographical sketches of joseph smith the prophet liver-
pool 1853 p 143 richard howard restoration scriptures independence
mo 1969 ppap 264026 40 dean jesse the original book of mormon manu-
script BYU studies 101970 25978259 78

gilbert ppap 505350 53 lucy smith ppap 14851148 51 howard ppap 264026 40
2lucyflucylucy smith ppap 14851148 51 reflector 2222 22 january 1830 see also russell

rich the dogberry papers and the book of mormon BYU studies 10
1970 31520315 20
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brown calf with a black leather label on the spine stamped
book of mormon the testimonies of the three and of the

eight witnesses appear on both sides of the leaf following
page 588 A preface occupying pages iii iv and appearing
only in the first edition explains the loss of the initial 116
pages of manuscript taken from the plates of mormon and the
injunction not to retranslate that portion but to begin the
translation with the plates of nephi the copyright notice
appears on the verso of the title page

A number of variants of the 1830 book of mormon are
known janet jensen of the LDS church historian s library
has found some forty points in the text where variants occur
for example in some copies page iv is numbered vi on
page 81 line 20 the phrase holy one appears as holy one
in some copies the word carcases on page 91 line 9 also
appears as carcasses judges on page 231 line 6 is rendered
judges in some copies and so on no pattern to these variants
has emerged and it is likely that none will most probably
certain corrections were made at various times while a par-
ticular signature was being printed and the entire run saved
thus giving rise to a number of variants of that signature
and the books were assembled from sheets in several stages
of correction producing a large number of printing variants
to date janet jensen has examined about fifty copies of the
1830 book of mormon no two of which are the same

in july 1884 william kelley alexander H smith and
thomas W smith a committee appointed by the RLDS
church compared the printer s manuscript with a copy of the
1830 book of mormon they discovered some three hundred
differences mainly typographical errors in the printed book
of mormon or errors in the manuscript corrected in the
printed book A tabulation of these differences is published in
the saints herald for august 23 1884

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B DLC ichi ICN MB MH miu C mohi
moinrc MWA njpnap NN oclwhi0clwhi PP txdadf UPB
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2 prospectus for the evening and the morning star

independence mo 1832.18321852

broadside
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no copy of this prospectus is known to have survived its
existence is inferred from the reference to the prospectus
which was published last winter in the article to man
appearingb in the first issue of the evening and the morning
star and from the comment in joseph smith s history that
he received a copy of the prospectus in march 1832 266

fortunately the text of the prospectus was added to the
kirtland reprint of the evening and the morning star item
16 appearing on the first page of the reprinted star dated
february 23 1832 and undoubtedly written by W W phelps
it announces that the star will discuss the revelations of god
and provide the saints with beneficial information without
interfering with politics broils or the gainsayinggainsaying of the
world the prospectus further states that the star will be
issued monthly at one dollar a year until it seems proper to
publish it more often parenthetically it mentions that a
supplement will be published weekly if required containing
the advertisements of jackson county &cac anticipating the
upper missouri advertiser

3 the evening and the morning star independence mo
june 1832 july 1833 and kirtland ohio december
1833 september 1834

monthly 2 vols 24 whole nos 192 ppap 31.2312312512 cm

the first mormon newspaper had its conception at a mid
september 1831 conference in ohio when

brother W W phelps was instructed to stop at cincinnati
on his way to missouri and purchase a press and type for
the purpose of establishing and publishing a monthly paper
at independence jackson county missouri to be called
thetheiTheltheleveningedemEveningEvemng and the morning star 27

william wines phelps was no stranger to the world of
journalism before his conversion to mormonism in june
183183118511851 he had edited or published three newspapers the most re-
cent of which was the antimasonicanti masonic ontario phoenix in canan
daiguadaigue new york that july he had been designated a prin-
ter unto the church and subsequently oliver cowdery was

2wcHC 1259
2hcjhcHC 1217
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called to assist W W phelps in conducting the printing
business of the church 28

shortly after the first of the year phelps and cowdery
were in independence and by the end of february 1832 the
new press was in operation enough to issue a prospectus for the
evening and the morning star item 2 the first number
of the star appeared in june 1832 to the joy of its supporters
delightful indeed joseph smith recorded in his history

was it to contemplate that the little band of brethren had
become so large and grown so strong in so short a time as
to be able to issue a paper of their own which contained
not only some of the revelations but other information
also which would gratify and enlighten the humble in-
quirer after truth 29

fourteen monthly issues were edited and published by phelps
inin independence from june 1832 to july 1833 before the
mormon press was destroyed july 20 1833

the power of the press was much too important to the
leaders of the church for them to allow the star to die par-
ticularlyticularly with the mormon side of the jackson county diffi-
culties to be aired consequently on september 11 1833
seven weeks after the destruction of the star office during
a council in kirtland the leaders of the church resolved to
estabiestablishish a new press in kirtland under the firm name of
F G williams and company and to continue the star in
kirtland under oliver cowdery s editorship until it could
be transferred to missouri 30 about the first of december
1833 oliver cowdery and newell K whitney reached kirt-
land with a press on the fourth they began distributing the
type and on december 18 1833 the first sheet of the star
printed in kirtland was taken out of the press 31 ten monthly
issuesissues of the star were published inin kirtland between decem-
ber 1833 and september 1834 making a total of twenty
four issues in two volumes

each issue of the star consists of eight royal quarto pages
printed in double columns none of the pages are numbered
for the first twelve issues but beginning with the thirteenth
issue the pages are numbered consecutively from 97 to 192

doctrine and covenants 57571111 HC 2176n
HC 1273

11hcHC 1409140
HC 1448 465
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the first fourteen issues of the star published by phelps
in independence include the earliest authorized printingspaintingsprin tings of
revelations given to joseph smith 3212 the first issue commences
with the articles and covenants of the church of christ

now section 20 and throughout these fourteen issues are
published all or parts of twenty three revelations each subse-
quently incorporated into the doctrine and covenants

in addition to the revelations phelps included in the star
doctrinal discussions instructions for the saints letters from
the elders in various parts of the country and bits of national
and foreign news particularly the catastrophic which he saw
as foreshadowingshadowingfore the second advent each issue but one
contains hymns on the back page a number composed by
phelps himself and several which have remained mormon
ffavoritesavorites

on january 14 1833 joseph smith wrote to phelps

we wish you to render the star as interesting as possible
by setting forth the rise progress and faith of the church
as well as the doctrine for if you do not render it more
interesting than at present it will fall and the church
suffer a great loss thereby 33

in response phelps inserted in the april 1833 issue of the
star a brief summary of the history of the young church en-
titled appropriately enough rise and progress of the church
of christ and in each of the succeeding three issues he
included articles or lengthy letters on the progress of the
church and the experiences of the elders abroad

the fourteenth issue of the star july 1833 contains an
article free people of color that does little more than
repeat the laws of missouri regarding the emigration of free
blbcksbicksackscksacks into the state but a more pointed editorial comment
appears on page ill111ili of the same issue

As to slaves we have nothing to say in connection with the
wonderful events of this age much isis doing towards abol-
ishing slavery and colonizing the blacks in africa

according to the february 1834 star extra phelps published
these articles to scotch the rumors that the mormonscormons were

the apostate ezra booth published a series of letters in the ravenna
ohio siarstarstaf october decembdecemberdecerbr 1831 that includes extracts from some of the
revelations to joseph smith see also E D howe mormonismmormomsm unavailedunvailed

painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio 1834 ppap 175221175 221
HC 1317
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tampering with the jackson county slaves their effect how-
ever was to ignite the fears and hatredshatress of the local missour
ianstanslans leading immediately to the destruction of the star print-
ing office and ultimately to the removal of the saints from
jackson county

the ten issues published in kirtland reflect the change in
editor for example they contain no revelations and the
articles which are included are generally longer and better
arranged than in the earlier issues but of course oliver
cowdery was presented with hot copy and eight of
the ten kirtland issues of the star include detailed and
historically important discussions of the expulsion of the
mormonscormons from jackson county three long serial articles
11 millennium faith of the church and the gospel
all written by sidney rigdon 34 commence in this portion of
the star and continue into the messenger and advocate

the circulation of the star was small probably no more
than a few hundred copies and apparently by september
1834 relatively few files existed only two complete files
are extant today consequently the entire twenty four issues
were reprinted in kirtland between january 1835 and octo-
ber 1836 item 16 so that a larger part of the church
membership could become acquainted with and preserve for
their children this first collection of mormon writings 35

csmhcsmi moinrcnos 1141 14 USIC

4 the upper missouri advertiser by W W phelps & co
independence mo june 27 1832 july 1833

weekly 46.4464464 cm

only a single issue of the upper missouri advertiser is

extant no 3 dated july 11 1832 A notice in this issue
announces that the advertiser will be published weekly at
independence at the rate of seventy five cents a year till the
sheet is printed on both sides then one dollar a year in
advance advertisements the customary prices presumably
the first issue appeared two or more weeks before july 11

1832 the saints petition to daniel dunklin september 28
1833 refers to the stoppage on july 20 1833 of the even-

a3waawa p 26
35EMS35emsEMS p 192
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ing and morning star a monthly paper and the upper mis-
souri advertiser a weekly paper indicating that the adver-
tiser was published until the mormon press in independence
was destroyed 36

the prospectus of the evening and the morning star
item 2 suggests the possibility of a supplement and the

july 1832 issue of the star refers to the advertiser pub-
lished in connection with the star commenting that it
will contain sketches of the news of the day politics adver-
tisementstisements and whatever tends to promote the interest of the
great west thus the upper missouri advertiser was inin-
tended to be a community newspaper serving the non mormonscormons
as well as the mormonscormonsMormons whereas the star was directed pri-
marily to the saints

the surviving number consists of a single sheet 46.4464464 x
24.1241 cm printed on one side in three columns it includes
news items regarding various parts of the world taken from
other newspapers legal notices and a list of letters remaining
at the independence post office in addition to an ad solic-
iting job printing a notice that wynkoop warner has opened
a new tavern and a notice that peter whitmer jr has opened
a tailoring business in the upper room of colonel boggs s

house opposite warner s tavern one further glimpse into
the contents of the advertiser isis provided by the morning
courier and new york enquirer for december 11 18321852
which reprints an article in the advertiser concerning the
return of a captain bent from a trading expedition to santa fe
mwanoewano 351131111 july 1832

5 be it known that I1 blank space of jackson county
and state of missouri having become a member of the
church of christ organized according to first two lines
of print

independence mo 1832

broadside 31 x 19.2192 cm

be it known that 1I blank space of jackson county
and state of missouri bishop of the church of christ

HHCC 11412412
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organized according to law and established first two
lines of print

independence mo 1832

broadside 31 x 19.2192192 cm

ordinarily printed deed forms would not be included
in this bibliography however these two forms printed on
the star press convey such a clear picture of the way the law
of consecration as initially conceived was intended to work
that they are included here

the first form conveys property from the church member
to the bishop of the church the printed portion indicates
that the property is to be used for the purpose of purchasing
lands and building up of the new jerusalem even zion and
for relieving the wants of the poor and that the member
forever releases all rights to it the second form comprises
a lease of property from the bishop to the member the
printed text provides that the leaseeceasee agrees to pay all the
taxes and to pay yearly to the bishop any surplus income from
the property over and above the needs of his family the
lease is to be binding during the life of the leaseeceasee unless
he transgresses and is expelled from thediedle church in which
case the property is forfeited back to the bishop if the leaseeceasee
becomes unable to earn a living he is to be supported by the
bishop upon the death of the leaseeceasee the lease then applies
to his widow until her death or if both parents are dead to
the children until they become of age both forms provide
spaces for the names of the bishop and the member and
for a description of the property under consideration to be
entered in manuscript

generally the terms of these two agreements are consistent
with the outline of the law of consecration in chapter 44 of
the book of commandments the intent of the law of course
was that those with considerable property would convey to
the bishop more than they leased back and from the surplus
thus created the bishop would lease property to those with
none and finance the programs of the church

none of the five pairs of these forms in the LIDSLDSlos church
historian s library bears a date even though they are filled
out in manuscript to particular people the historian s library
does have a completely manuscript copy made in 1862 of
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joseph knight s deed dated october 12 1832 the two forms
filled out to titus billings are reprinted in history of the
church 1365713657 with no distinction between the printed and
manuscript portions

usicedwardUSIusic CEdwardedward partridge mssass

6 the evening and the morning star extra july 16 1833

independence mo 18331833.18531835

broadside 21.5215215 x 16 cm

rushed off the press inin an effort to dispel the local
missouriansMissour ians wrath over the article free people of color
and phelps s editorial in the july 1833 issue of the star
this extra declares that the purpose of the article was actually
to prevent free people of color from emigrating into the state
and further that none will be admitted into the church
copies were posted up in the village of independence at
sundry times and immediately pulled down by the mob 13711737

one suspects however that the extra itself was counterpro-
ductiveduc tive despite its overreaching disavowal for it repeats the
comment in phelps s editorial in connection with the won-
derful events of this age much is doing towards abolishing
slavery that certainly was offensive to the slaveholdingslave holding
Missourmissouriansians

the text of the extra is printed in joseph smith s history
history of the church 1378913789 with a couple of unimpor-

tant yet perplexing changes

USIC

7 A book of commandments for the government of the
church of christ organized according to law on the
6thath of april 1830

zion independence mo published by W W phelps
& co 1833

160 ppap 11.5115 cm

three months after the church was organized joseph
smith and john whitmer began to arrange and copy the

EMS extra february 1834
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revelations that joseph smith had received up to that time 38138311

and during this early period manuscript copies of certain
of these revelations were distributed to a few of the church
members 39 with the prospects of a mormon press came the
possibility of printing joseph smith s revelations and making
them more widely available to the church membership at
a conference in hiram ohio november 121 2 1831 six weeks
after the decision to establish a press in independence it was
agreed to print the revelreveirevelationsationsactions more than sixty at this point
in book form under the title book of commandments in an
edition of 10000 copies and oliver cowdery was
delegated to carry the manuscript revelations to missouri for
printing 40 in the afternoon of the first day of this confer-
ence the preface to the book of commandments now sec-
tion 1 was revealed through joseph smith and two days
later he received the revelation known as the appendix

section 133 which was to conclude the book
for two weeks following the conference joseph smith

reviewed and arranged the manuscript revelations 41 two ad-
ditionalditional revelations related to the book of commandments
were given him at this time the first section 69 directing
john whitmer the official church recorder and historian
to accompany oliver cowdery to missouri and the second
section 70 calling joseph smith martin harris oliver

cowdery john whitmer sidney rigdon and W W phelps
to be stewards over the revelations and commandments
this group subsequently known as the literary firm was
to assume the responsibility for publishing the revelations
their support was to come from the proceeds of this publish-
ing venture and any profits over and above what was needed
for their support were to be paid into the bishops storehouse

cowdery and whitmer left kirtland november 20 1831
arriving in independence january 5 1832 42 that april
joseph smith sidney rigdon and others journeyed to inde-
pendencependence bringing with them paper for the independence

11hcHC 11104104
orson pratt for example remarks in the seer march 1854 p 228 that

he had personal copies of the revelations the LDS church historian s li-
brary has three small manuscript notebooks that belonged to private individuals
and that contain revelations

4wcHC 1221221221 22 229
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press 43 on april 30 1832 the publishing of the revelations
was again taken up

A council meeting of the literary firm was held inin zion
jackson county mo there was present joseph smith jun
sidney rigdon john whitmer oliver cowdery winwm W
phelps and jesse gause one of the presidents counselors
the council ordered that 3000 copies of the book of
commandments should be printed as the first edition
brother wm W phelps oliver cowdery and john whit-
mer were appointed to review the book of commandments
and select for printing such as should be deemed by them
proper as dictated by the spirit and make all necessary
verbal corrections 44

it would appear that the revelations of joseph smith were
originally recorded on individual pieces of paper such as those
now in the brigham young university s whitney manuscripts
collection mary rollins lightner remembered the brethren
at her home in independence discussing the revelations before
they were printed and recalled that the revelations were in
large sheets not folded 45 ultimately a printer s manu-
script was made from which the book of commandments
was set in type the RLDS church owns four leaves of this
printer s manuscript in the handwriting of john whitmer and
bearing the marks of its usage by the typesetter

the book of commandments was in the press by decem-
ber 1832 46 five months later the star published the appen-
dix with the comment that

the book from which this important revelation is taken will
be published in the course of the present year at from 25
to 50 cents a copy we regret that in consequence of circum-
stances not within our control this book will not be offered
to our brethren as soon as was anticipated we beg their
forebearanceforebearance and solicit an interest in their prayers promis-
ing to use our exertions with all our means to accomplish
the work

early in june phelps was far enough along in the printing
to write to the church leaders regarding binding the book
of commandments and shipping copies to kirtland in re

41hcHC 1266
jhJH 30 april 1832

5 diary of mary elizabeth rollins lightner ppap 565 6 typescript UPB
see also chad J flake the newell K whitney collection BYU studies
111971 32228322 28
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sponsespense joseph smith sidney rigdon and F G williams
advised

first as respects getting the book of commandments bound
we think it is not necessary they will be sold well with-
out binding and there is no bookbinder to be had that we
know of nor are there materials to be had for binding
without keeping the books too long from circulation 47

by july 20 1833 the first five signatures comprising 160
pages of the book of commandments had been printed that
afternoon a large body of missouriansMissour ians swarmed into the star
office throwing the press and type out of an upper story
window before pulling down the building close by mary
elizabethellzabetheilzabeth rollins and her sister caroline watched the des-
tructiontruction and in a heroic moment the two girls rescued some
of the book of commandments sheets years later mary
rollins described the incident

when the mob was tearing down the printing office a two
story building driving brother phelps family out of the
lower part of the house they the mob brought out some
large sheets of paper saying here are the mormon com-
mandmentsmand ments my sister 12 years old 1 I was then 14 and
myself were in a corner of a fence watching them when
they spoke about them being the commandments I1 was de-
terminedter to have some of them so while their backs were
turned prying out the gable end of the house we ran and
gathered up all we could carry inin our arms As we turned
away two of the mob got down off the house and called
for us to stop but we ran as fast as we could through a
gap in the fence into a large corn field and the two men
after us we ran a long way in the field laid the papers on
the ground then laid down on top of them the corn was
very high and thick they hunted all around us but did
not see us after we were satisfied they had given up the
search we tried to find our way out of the ffieldleid the corn
was so tall we thought we were lost on looking up we
saw some trees that had been girdled to kill them we fol-
lowed them and came to an old log stable which looked
like it had not been used for years sister phelps and family
were there carrying in brush and piling it up on one side
of the stable to make their beds on she asked us what we
had we told her and also how we came by them she took
them and placed them between her beds subsequently oliver
cowdery bound them in small books and gave me one 48

41hcHC 1362
mary E rollins lightner to the editor 12 february 1904 deseret even-

ing news 20 february 1904 p 24 see also diary of mary elizabeth roll-
ins lightner
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mary rollins s copy of the book of commandments is now
in the degolyer foundation library dallas texas

some time later when the press had been moved from the
street and edward partridge had apparently recovered from
his tarring and feathering a second batch of book of com-
mandmentsmandments sheets was salvaged by john taylor a twenty
year old mormon convert of seven months from kentucky

in 1833 at the time of the destruction of the printing press
in independence jackson co the printed sheets of the book
of commandments and the pied type and press were thrown
in an old log stable by the mob I1 asked bp partridge if
I1 might go and get out some copies of the book of com-
mandmentsmandments he said it would most likely cost me my life
if I1 attempted it I1 told him I1 did not mind hazarding my
life to secure some copies of the commandments he then
said I1 might go I1 ran my hand into a crack between the
logs and pulled out a few at a time until I1 got as many as
I1 could carry when I1 was discovered A dozen men sur-
rounded me and commenced throwing stones at me and I1

shouted out oh my god must I1 be stoned to death like
stephen for the sake of the word of the lord the lord
gave me strength and skill to elude them and make my
escape without being hit by a stone I1 delivered the copies
to bp partridge who said I1 had done a good work and my
escape was a miracle these I1 believe are the only copies
of that edition of the book of commandments preserved
from destruction 49

sets of sheets of the book of commandments were saved
in other ways william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin for example reportedly
said that to compile his copy he gathered up the leaves as
they blew about the street 50 and it isis apparent from the
letter of joseph smith sidney rigdon and F G williams
to W W phelps june 25 1833 that at least one copy of
the fourth signature was sent to kirtland 51 copies of the
other signatures were undoubtedly sent also

statement of john taylor dictated to leo hawkins and george A smith
salt lake cit 15 april 1858 MS USIC see also JH 20 july 1833 for
biographical information on john taylor not to be confused with the third
president of the church see family group record of john taylor 1812-
1896 genealogical society library salt lake city F esshom pioneers
and prominent men of utah salt lake city 1913 p 1203 and in the
circuit court of the united states the reorganized church vs the
church of christ complainants abstract of pleading and evidence
lamoni iowa 1893 ppap 18894188 94

saints herald 311884 p 563
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the salvaged book of commandments consists of 160
pages the phrase copy right secured according to law
appears on the verso of the title page the revelations re-
ceived by joseph smith between july 1828 and september
11 1831 are arranged essentially chronologically in sixty
five chapters numbered with roman numerals and occupy
pages 516031601310316053 160igo curiously enough the title page occurs in three
states

state a without a border
state b with border of fleur de lis like figures
state c with a border of point to point diamonds

the reason for the different title pages is not known perhaps
phelps had been experimenting and because only a limited
number of sheets were rescued all varieties of the title page
were used to compile complete sets of the five signatures the
surviving copies of the book of commandments occur in a di-
versity of bindings many obviously homemade a reflection of
the salvaged nature of the book

despite some argument to the contrary eg david whit-
mer s address to all believers in the book of mormon rich-
mond 1887 p 5 it is clear that the book of command-
ments was incomplete at the time the mormon press was
destroyed the appendix which was to be the final chap-
ter of the book is not included moreover the printer s

manuscript owned by the RLDS church shows that the last
page of the book of commandments ends three fourths of
the way through chapter 65 the manuscript includes the
latter half of this chapter and bears the printer s take sign
around the word ephraim the last word on page 160 leaving
fifteen manuscript lines of the chapter unprinted

just what the completed book of commandments would
have contained is of course conjectural eight revelations
printed in the star do not appear in the book of command-
ments presumably all these were to have been included 52

the RLDS church s printer s manuscript contains two others
sections 66 and 81 that are not printed in either the star

or the book of commandments if the book of command-
ments was to have contained all the sections that appear
in the 1835 doctrine and covenants and that were received

52EMS p 189
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by joseph smith after chapter 65 of the book of command-
ments and before the olive leaf section 88 the latest
revelation included in the star then twenty one additional
chapters were intended for the finished book it would seem
therefore that the completed book of commandments would
havebave contained at least ten and possibly as many as twenty
additional chapters

parts or all of fifteen revelations in the book of com-
mandmentsmandments appear in the star in each case the two printingspaintingsprin tings
are the same all of the chapters in the book of command-
ments are reprinted in the 1835 doctrine and covenants but
with substantial changes

csmhaasmhaCSmHa ctybcatyb cubbCU bb dlcedlcb icnaecna moinrcaMoInRCa
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8 handbill dated december 12 1833.118331183518331833.1855183511855118531

liberty mo 1833

broadside

9 the evening and the morning star extra kirtland
ohio february 1834

kirtland 1834.18341854

broadsheet 31.7317317517 x 24.2242242 cm in two columns

no copy of the missouri printing of the december 12
1833 handbill item 8 has been located its existence is
established however by several contemporary references the
second petition to the president of the united states

dated at liberty missouri april 10 1834 refers to the hand-
bill a copy of which accompanied the petition 53 in a letter
written february 10 1834 oliver cowdery remarks

I1 received a long circular or handbill this evening from
zion written by our brethren in that country and printed
I1 shall have it set out and sent extra star 54

and the star extra item 9 that reprints the handbill con-
tains two references to the original

an educated guess can be made about the place the hand

HC 1483
0 cowdery to S W denton kirtland 10 february 1834 CL
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bill was printed after the star office was destroyed the
press was put into operation by messrs kelly and davis
who began publishing the upper missouri enquirer in jan-
uary 1834 the enquirer advertised for job printing in its
january 25 issue and W W phelps did have some business
with this shop as shown by oliver cowdery s inquiry of
january 21 1834 about phelps s dealings with the new
office in liberty 55 so it seems probable that the original
handbill was printed at the shop of the upper missouri en-
quirer in liberty missouri late in december 1833 or in
january 1834

the february 1834 star extra item 9 contains to-
gether with two comments by oliver cowdery editor of the
star the reprinted text of the missouri handbill entitled the
mormonscormonsMormons so called and signed parley pratt newell knight
john carrill corrill december 12 1833 beginning with
a brief reference to the mormon emigration into jackson
county the handbill recounts the events leading up to the
destruction of the star office the agreement of the mormonscormons
to leave jackson by april 1 1834 and their violent expulsion
in november 1833 this account largely agrees at a num-
ber of points word for word with the corresponding part
in parley pratt s history of the late persecution item 51
making it clear that parley pratt actually wrote the handbill
and used it five years later in composing his history of the
late persecution it is a bibliographical milestone therefore
signaling the entrance into print of one of mormondom s

most gifted writers the extra itself is a valuable source
supplying some details of the jackson county difficulties
not readily available elsewhere

item 9 USICus1c

10 verily I1 say unto you concerning your brethren first
line of text

kirtland 1834

broadsheet 32 x 19.5195 cm in two columns

11 verily thus saith the lord unto you who have assembled
first line of text

00 cowdery to W W phelps and J whitmer 21 january 1834 CL
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kirtland 1834

broadsheet 32 x 22 cm in two columns

12 behold blessed saith the lord are they first line of
text

kirtland 1834

broadside 24.6246246 x 17.8178 cm in two columns

the first of the two broadsheetsbroad sheets above item 10 con-
sists of the revelation given to joseph smith december 16
1833 now section 101 explaining the loss of mormon lands
in jackson county missouri only the text of the revelation is
contained in the broadsheet there is no title imprint or ad-
ditionalditional explanatory text it would appear that this was printed
late in december 1833 or early in january 1834 the
gainesvillepainesvillePainesville telegraph for january 24 1834 printed the revela-
tion as in the broadsheet except for modifications in punctua-
tion and paragraphing preceded by the comment that

soon after the above accounts of the mormon removal from
jackson county were received at the head quarters of the
mormon prophet in this county the following document

which they call a revelation was printed and privately
circulated among the deluded followers of the imposter
smith

the second broadsheet item 11 consists of two revela-
tions to joseph smith what is now section 881126881 126 the olive
leaf revealed december 27 1832 and section 89 the word
of wisdom mormondom s rule of health received february
27 1833 the identical type faces and overall similarity in
format together with the differences differing column widths
and center rules I1 suggest that the two broadsheetsbroadsheets were printed
about the same time but not as a pair on the mormon press
in kirtland in any case the second broadsheet was printed
after december 18 1833 when the kirtland press began
operation

As far as is known none of the three revelations included
in these two broadsheetsbroad sheets appeared earlier in print with the
exception of the last three paragraphs of the broadsheet ver-
sion of the olive leaf which were printed in the evening
and the morning star february 1833 with a few minor
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differences all three revelations appear in the 1835 doctrine
and covenants as sections 97 7 and 80 respectively text-
ually the same as in their broadsheet printingspaintingsprin tings in the 1835
and subsequent editions of the doctrine and covenants how-
ever additional material is added at the end of the broad-
sheet text of the olive leaf that material appears in
the present edition as verses 12741127 41 presumably this added
portion was not a part of the olive leaf as originally
sent to W W phelps by joseph smith january 14 1833 56

for when he printed the extract in the february 1833 star
phelps remarked that this was the concluding paragraph
of a late revelation A part of the added portion was pub-
lished separately in the march 1833 issue of the star

the broadside item 12 contains the text of the revela-
tion now printed as section 59 revealed to joseph smith
august 7 1831 it outlines a standard of conduct for the
saints with emphasis on the observance of the sabbath in
format the broadside is similar to the broadsheetsbroad sheets except
that the text begins with an enlarged boldface letter B and
is divided into numbered verses again only the text of the
revelation is printed without a title date or additional ma-
terial this revelation appeared earlier in the star july 1832
and as chapter 60 in the book of commandments its text
in the book of commandments which also commences with
a boldface B is identical to that in the broadside includ-
ing an identical division into numbered verses it also appears
in the 1835 doctrine and covenants as section 19 with
one grammatical change a number of changes in punctuation
and a different versification there is little doubt that the
broadside is a kirtland imprint the boldface B is the font
of the kirtland press rather than that of the independence
press and the center rule is the same as that in the second
broadsheet since the broadside employs the earlier text inin the
book of commandments and generally follows the format
of the two broadsheetsbroadsheets it was probably printed early in 1834
about the same time as the broadsheetsbroadsheets

items 10 and 11 UPB
item 12 USIC

13 sidney rigdon and oliver cowdery

HC 1316



490

dear brethren signed and dated at end sidney
rigdon oliver cowdery kirtland ohio may 10 18541834

kirtland 1834.18341854

broadsheet 31.5315515 x 19.4194194 cm

this important document was actually written by oliver
cowdery it is copied into his letterbookletterbook now in the huntingt-
on library under the title circular to the churches written
by oliver cowdery generally overlooked by historians in
the past it is vital to an understanding of zion s camp in-
asmuch as it expresses the mormonscormons assumptions and expec-
tations at the outset of the expedition

dated five days after joseph smith and the main body
of zion s camp left kirtland the circular states that upon
the arrival of the camp in missouri the brethren there will
inform the governor daniel dunklin that they are ready
to move back upon their jackson county lands the gover-
nor is bound to call out the militia and take them back the
circular continues and has informed our brethren of his
readiness so to do previous to this time the circular goes
on to explain that after the militia has escorted the mormonscormons
back to their lands the jackson county saints together with
zion s camp will be enough to maintain the ground after
the militia has been discharged

mainly the circular is an appeal to those in the various
branches of the church to join zion s camp and contribute
funds to sustain the saints in missouri until new crops can
be put in and harvested additional men are needed the
circular explains so that mormonscormons moving between missouri
and ohio can do so in groups large enough for their protec-
tion and so that a sufficient number of saints in missouri
can be maintained when some need to return to kirtland

USIC

14 the evening and the morning star extra kirtland ohio
august 1834 an appeal signed at end WW
phelps david whitmer john whitmer edward par-
tridge john corrill isaac morley parley P pratt lyman
wight newell knight thomas B marsh simeon car-
ter calvin beebe missouri united states july 18541834
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kirtland 1834.18341854

broadsheet 32.9329329529 x 25 cm in two columns

this appeal was composed by the leaders of the church
in missouri in july 1834 and sent to kirtland for printing 5717

it was published both inin the august 1834 issue of the star
and as an extra copies of the extra were mailed to various
newspapers and reprinted in some eg the columbia mis-
souri intelligencer and boons lick advertiser for october
11 1834

alluding to the events accompanying the expulsion of
the mormonscormons from jackson county and the futile attempts
to obtain redress the appeal quotes from the book of com-
mandmentsmandments to show that the saints are forbidden to obtain
redress by the shedding of blood and asks the leaders of the
nation for a peaceful restoration of the mormonscormons rights to
own land in jackson county and to worship as they please
it further declares that a gathering has begun in missouri
for the purpose of building a holy city and urges an honest
examination of mormon principles in conclusion it pleads
for peace and for the protection of the saints wherever they
they might be

both texts of the appeal in the extra and in the august
1834 star are printed from a rearrangement of the same
type setup

USIC

15 latter day saints messenger and advocate kirtland
ohio october 1834 september 1837

monthly 3 vols 36 whole nos 576 ppap 23 cm

at the council meeting in kirtland september 11 1833
where the decision was reached to establish a press in that
city it was also resolved that the star would be continued
there temporarily and at some future time a kirtland peri-
odical would be commenced entitled the latter day saints
messenger and advocate 56 one year later the twenty fourth
issue of the star september 1834 announced the imple-
mentation of this decision

heman C smith p 295
HCSHC 1409
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As this number closes the second volume of the star the
publishers have thought proper to issue another paper en-
titled the latter day saints messenger and advocate upon
the same size sheet in octavo form for the more easy and
convenient purpose of binding
As the evening and the morning star was designed to be
published at missouri it was considered that another name
would be more appropriate for a paper in this place con-
sequently as the name of this church has lately been en-
titled the church of the latter day saints and since it is
destined at least for a season to bear the reproach and
stigma of this world it is no more than just that a paper
disseminating the doctrines believed by the same and advo-
cating its character and rights should be entitled MES-
SENGER AND ADVOCATE

in october 1834 the first number of the messenger and ad-
vocate appeared and for the next three years it issued month-
ly from the mormon press in kirtland As with its prede-
cessor one dollar purchased a year s subscription

oliver cowdery continued as editor of the messenger and
advocate for the first eight issues in may 1835 he was
replaced by john whitmer apparently because of cowdery s

increased responsibilities resulting from his appointment as
an assistant president of the church in december 1834 59

whitmer served as editor for the next ten issues june 1835
to march 1836 despite the statement in oliver cowdery s

valedictory in the may 1835 messenger and advocate that
john whitmer would conduct the paper from missouri
whitmer remained in kirtland during the time he was editor
and was active in the printing office 60 W W phelps was
also in kirtland during this period and it is apparent from
his diary and from the number of articles in the messenger
and advocate signed with his boldface initial PY that phelps
performed a substantial part of the editorial labors 61 oliver
cowdery again assumed the editorial chair in march 1836
presumably because of the return of phelps and whitmer
to missouri and the messenger and advocate listed him as
editor for ten issues whole numbers 192819 28 april 1836
january 1837 it was oliver cowdery s brother warren

5hahHCC 21721766
HC 2227 234 238 24344243 44 27778277 78 281 283 291 304 356 364

411 430 434 436 W W phelps to sally phelps 14 november 1835
as quoted in JH 14 november 1835

diary of W W phelps 1835 MS USIC
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A cowdery however who carried the editorial burden during
this period 6212 he officially became the editor with the feb-
ruary 1837 issue whole number 29 serving until the
messenger and advocate ceased publication in september
1837

the changes in ownership of the kirtland printing office
are reflected in the messenger and advocate s publishers F
G williams and company is listed as the publisher of the
first nineteen numbers and oliver cowdery as editor and
proprietor of whole numbers 212821 28 J smith jr and S rig-
don appear as publishers of the next two issues and william
marks is listed as publisher and proprietor of whole numbers
313431 34 no publisher is indicated for the last two numbers

each issue of the messenger and advocate consists of six-
teen pages octavo in size printed in double columns the
entire file comprises three volumes of twelve numbers each
the whole continuously paged the paper was a monthly
but on a number of occasions it appeared very late a fact
that must be kept in mind when one attempts to date a par-
ticular event from its pages the first issue for example
carries an apology for its delay and in a letter to his wife
november 14 1835 W W phelps remarks that the mes-
senger and advocate has been and is yet five or six weeks
behind its time 11363 this delay continued for the january
1836 issue contains a letter dated february 1 the first issue
of the third volume indicates that the publishers had hoped
to begin publishing the messenger and advocate as a semi-
monthly but abandoned the idea because of so many unpaid
subscriptions

the prospectus of the messenger and advocate printed in
the last issue of the star announced that the authors of com-
munications published in the messenger and advocate would
be identified by name during the first eight issues this policy
was fairly well followed starting with the ninth issue how-
ever a number of articles and hymns are signed with the ini-
tials P C and R in boldface designating W W
phelps oliver cowdery and sidney rigdon respectively
from the nineteenth issue on frequent contributions of warren
A cowdery occur signed with a W

MA p 569
W W phelps to sally phelps 14 november 1835
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the messenger and advocate is a basic source for the
study of the ohio period of mormonism in its pages are
found doctrinal essays official statements of the church
leaders announcements and minutes of conferences and meet-
ings news of the progress of the church in kirtland and
elsewhere responses to anti mormon attacks and letters from
the elders in outlying branches of the church eight of the
first thirteen numbers for example print letters from oliver
cowdery to W W phelps that contain the first published
account of the birth of mormonism

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B ivv 121 2 MH v 121 2 miu C moinrc
NN OCHP oclwhi v I11 UPB USIC UU

16 evening and morning star independence mo and kirt-
land ohio june 18321852 september 1834 kirtland jan-
uary 1835 october 183611836.118361836.185618561

2 vols 24 whole nos 384 ppap 24 cm

the final number of the evening and the morning star
september 1834 announced in a prospectus that the entire

two volumes of the star would be reprinted by F G williams
and company in octavo format suitable for binding and that
at least two numbers of the reprint would be issued each
month commencing that november at two dollars for the
two volumes payable in advance despite the positiveness of
this announcement the first issue of the reprinted star did
not appear until january 1835 four more issues came off
the press during the next five months only one further issue
appeared during the nine months following undoubtedly
because of the printing of the 1835 doctrine and covenants
and the 1835 hymnal and then between april and october
1836 the remaining eighteen issues were reprinted completcomplect
ting the two volumes

oliver cowdery conducted the reprinting of the star his
name appears as the publisher of the last thirteen issues of
the reprint and a statement at the end of the first reprinted
issue regarding changes in the revelations is signed by him as
editor of the messenger and advocateadvocated141.414

see also 0 cowdery to N K whitneywhimWhitmeyaey 4 february 1835 whitney
MSS UPB
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the reprinted star bears a shortened name evening and
morning star it consists of twenty four sixteen page octavo
issuesissues in double columns and continuously paged the for-
mat of the messenger and advocate rather than of the original
star more important the content of the reprint differs from
that of the original first there are additions the text of
the prospectus of the evening and the morning star item 2

is added to the first reprinted issue the first and third re-
printed issues contain statements regarding changes in the
revelations four hymns not in the original are added to the
fifth and sixth issues the fifth reprinted issue contains an
apology for its delay because of the printing of a book of
much importance the 1835 doctrine and covenants and
the seventh reprinted issue includes both an assurance that
the reprinting will soon be completed and an announcement
that a bindery will shortly be established there are also
omissions the article worldly matters is deleted from the
first reprinted issue and hosea ch ill111iiiliiili and the poem
the body Is but chaff from the second generally much

of the material appearing in the original is rearranged in the
reprinted star for example the minutes of the may 3 1834
conference at which the name of the church was changed
originally printed in the twentieth number of the evening
and the morning star are in the twenty second issue of the
reprint

the more difficult problem however involves textual
changes A curious one occurs in the article the gather-
ing in the sixth issue here the population of the jackson
county saints is originally given as 465 church members and
345 nonmembersmembersnon and children while in the reprint these
figures are changed to 472 and 358 respectively the most
significant changes of course are those in the printed revela-
tions apart from numerous grammatical improvements these
changes mainly reflect additions to the church s govern-
mental structure and adjustments in the implementation of
the law of consecration the prospectus for the reprint as
well as the statements in the first and third reprinted issuesissues

pass these changes off simply as corrections of typographical
and copying errors but this seems less than candid in view
of the letter of joseph smith sidney rigdon and F G
williams june 25 1833 that mentions typographical errors
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in the book of commandments and lists only four obvious
and minor ones 65

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B DLC MH miu C mohi moinrc
NN oclwhi UPB USIC UU

17 northern times kirtland ohio february 1835

weekly 54 cm

the idea of a mormon political newspaper dates as early
as 1833 on november 29 1833 oliver cowdery wrote to
horace kingsbury that we shall print the democrat in this
place kirtland as circumstances render it impossible to print
it elsewhere we shall draw a prospectus soon 66 and six
days later joseph smith wrote to edward partridge we
expect shortly to publish a political paper weekly in favor
of the present administration for thereby we can show
the public the purity of our intention in supporting the govern-
ment under which we live 6717 not until over a year later
however did these hopes materialize in february 1835 the
northern times appeared to a chorus of derisive welcomes
from other local newspapers eg the PainesPamespameypainesvillepamesvillegainesvilleville telegraph
february 20 1835 and the chardon spectator and geaughgeauga
gazette february 21 1835 the chardon spectator subse-
quently remarked that the times had previously appeared
as two little black half sheets under the same title just
before our late fall 1834 election 68 whether this refers
to a northern times prospectus or an abortive attempt to
launch the times or is simply a spectator error is not known

only three complete issues of the times and fragments
of two others are extant spanning the period august 7 1835
to january 13 1836 the exact date of the first issueissue and the
length of the newspaper s life are unknown the surviving
issues indicate that the times was a six column four page
weekly printed on the kirtland press by F G williams and
company with oliver cowdery as its first editor 69 in may

HC 1364
0 0 cowdery to H kingsbury kirtland 29 november 1833 CL
jhcHC7hc 1450511450 51

chardon spectator aindaitd geaughgeauga gazette 28 february 1835 as quoted in
max H parkin mormon political involvement in ohio BYU studies
91969 489

northern times 9 october 1835 gainesvillepainesvillePaines ville telegraph 20 february
1835
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1835 frederick G williams was appointed to edit the times
but it is apparent from oliver cowdery s correspondence that
cowdery remained the guiding spirit and from W W
phelps s diary that at least in june 1835 phelps was doing
much of the editorial work 70

A partisan newspaper reflecting the democratic inclina-
tion of the mormonscormonsMormons the times printed local and national
news editorialized on local state and national political ques-
tions and endorsed candidates for public office the issues
of october 2 and 9 1835 urged the local residents to the
polls to vote the democratic ticket in the upcoming county
election and prominently displayed an ad supporting martin
van buren for president and richard M johnson for vice
president thirteen months before the national election

ctyacty v 1 nos 27282927 2829 oct 1835 UPB v 1 no 197
aug 1835 first leaf USICus1c v 1 no 362 dec 1835 and
v 1 no 4213 jan 1836 first leaf

18 parley parker pratt

A short account of a shameful outrage committed by a
part of the inhabitants of the town of mentor upon the
person of elder parley P pratt while delivering a pub-
lic discourse upon the subject of the gospel april 7thath
1835

kirtland 18185518353 5

11 ppap 18718.7187cmcm

while the other members of the newly called quorum
of the twelve apostles were preparing for their first mission
as a quorum parley pratt visited the town of mentor five
miles northeast of kirtland on a preaching expedition with
disastrous results this little pamphlet describes the incident

the first section tells of parley s return to mentor in
order to fill an appointment to preach two days after his
initial visit commencing his discourse on the steps of the
campbellite meetinghouse parley was soon greeted by the
local band who played as loudly and competitively as they
could when it became apparent that their music would not

HC 2227 0 cowdery to john A bryan 15 october 1835 CL
0 cowdery to william kennon 15 october 1835 CL 0 cowdery to
R M johnson 30 october 1835 CL diary of W W phelps
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drive him from the meetinghouse steps the musicians peltedbelted
parley with eggs thereby hastening the close of his sermon

the second section of the pamphlet contains a summary
of parley s discourse on the occasionoccasion the third includes a
few editorial remarks and the fourth provides another ac-
count by one who signs himself A new englander

A brief description of the incident isis also given inin parley
pratt s autobiography 1874 pages 13839138 39

one s expectation that the pamphlet was printed on the
mormon press in kirtland isis confirmed by a comparison of
the pamphlet s type face with that of the evening and the
morning star for example the characteristic type of the
phrase town of mentor in the pamphlet s title agrees with that
of the word prospectus on the last page of the star

USIC

19 parley parker pratt

the millennium a poem to which is added hymns and
songs on variousvarious subjects new and interesting adapted
to the dispensation of the fulnessfalness of times

boston printed for elder parley P pratt author and
proprietor 1835

52 ppap 14.7147 cm

the preface of this first book of mormon poetry explains
that the millennium was written in about two months
while journeying the distance of ten or twelve hundred miles
and preaching almost daily and also attending seven or eight
missionary conferences of the elders of the church this
clearly refers to the missionary journey of the twelve apostles
that extended from may 4 to september 26 1835 during
which parley pratt twice visited the city of boston 71

the book is comprised of the millennium a long
narrative poem in six chapters appp 9309 30 eleven hymns
appp 315231 52 and a preface appp 575 7 that seems to have been
written mainly by someone other than parley pratt the
millennium outlines the major gospel events from the dis

parley pratt autobiography new york 1874 ppap 13840138 40 HC 2222
283
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persion of israel to the millennial reign of jesus christ and
is more important as an early expression of mormon thought
than as a piece of poetry

each item in this 1835 publication is reprinted in parley
pratt s less rare millennium and other poems new
york 1840 parts of the millennium are included in his
voice of warning 1837 pages 121 159 16871168 71 and 192
eight of the eleven hymns appear in the first european mor-
mon hymnal A collection of sacred hymns manches-
ter 1840 and one of these hymns ye chosen twelve
to you are given is maintained in the current LDS hymnal

DLC USIC

20 theology lecture first on the doctrine of the church
of the latter day saints of faith

kirtland 1835.1835

broadside 36 x 26 cm in three columns

this broadside comprises the first of the seven lectures
on faith that begin the 1835 doctrine and covenants A
comparison of broken type shows that the broadside was
printed from a rearrangement of the same type setup used
to print the first lecture in the 1835 doctrine and covenants
and the few changes that occur between the two suggest
that the broadside is the earlier printing the doctrine and
covenants was in the press in june 1835 so the broadside
was apparently struck off about this time for advanced dis-
tributiontribution

only a single copy of this item is extant in the possession
of william powell a private collector in california photo-
copies are at UPB and USIC

21 doctrine and covenants of the church of the latter day
saints carefully selected from the revelations of god
and compiled by joseph smith junior oliver cowdery
sidney rigdon frederick G williams presiding elders
of said church proprietors

kirtland ohio printed by F G williams & co for the
proprietors 1835
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iv5iva 257 xxvxiv ppap 15 cm

A second effort to publish the revelations in book form
was specifically launched at a meeting of the high council
at kirtland september 24 1834 after some preliminary
business

the council then proceeded to appoint a commiteecommateecomm itee to ar-
range the items of the doctrine of jesus christ for the gov-
ernment of the church of latter day saints these items
are to be taken from the bible book of mormon and the
revelations which have been given to the church up to this
date or that shall be given until such arrangements are
made
councilor samuel H smith nominated president joseph
smith jun oliver cowdery sidney rigdon and frederick
G williams to compose said committee which was seconded
by councilor hyrum smith the councilorscouncillorsCounci lors then gave their
vote in the affirmative which was also agreed to by the
whole conference

the council then decided that said committee after arrang-
ing and publishing said book of covenants have the
avails of the same 72

in may 1835 W W phelps was added to this commit-
tee 7371 joseph smith oliver cowdery sidney rigdon and
phelps of course were members of the original literary
firm that undertook the publishing of the book of command-
ments frederick G williams church printer and a scribe to
joseph smith as well as one of the first presidency appar-
ently was added to the firm in march 183318318518531855 3 tat4 phelps s

correspondence and a reference in joseph smith s history
make it clear that the publishing of the 1835 doctrine and
covenants was also the literary firm s enterprise 75

A printer s manuscript for the 1835 doctrine and coven-
ants has not been found the manuscript volume kirtland
revelations now in the LDS church historian s library
contains a number of the revelations printed in the 1835
doctrine and covenants in addition it bears some corrections
in the handwriting of joseph smith that are consistent with the
1835 doctrine and covenants as well as the notation to go

ah2hHCC 21652165

HC 2227 diary of W W phelps
doctrine and covenants section 92

HC 2434 W W phelps to sally phelps kirtland 16 september
1835 as quoted in JH 16 september 1835
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into the covenants by a few of the revelations these facts
suggest that kirtland revelations was used in the prepara-
tion of a printer s manuscript incidentally oliver cowdery s

copy of the book of commandments bearing his handwritten
corrections for a second edition surfaced momentarily thirty
years ago

A notice in the fifth issue of the evening and morning
star indicates that the doctrine and covenants was in the
press in june 1835 by august 17 1835 when joseph
smith and frederick G williams were in michigan it
was complete enough that it could be presented by oliver
cowdery sidney rigdon and W W phelps to a general
assembly of the church for approval the august 1835
issue of the messenger and advocate which includes the
minutes of this august 17 general assembly announced that

the doctrine and covenants is nearly ready for sale
at any rate it may be expected in the course of a month
as one thousand copies have already been delivered to the
binder by mid september the first copies were delivered
by the cleveland binder writing to his wife from kirtland
september 16 1835 W W phelps remarked

we received some of the commandments from cleveland
last week I1 shall try and send 100 copies to the saints in
zion this fall by brother william tippets hebe starts next
week I1 know there are 100 saints who will have their dol-
lar ready when he arrivesarrives for a book we put them at a
dollar in order to help us a little considering how much
we have lost by the jackson mob I1 would not be without
one for 5005.00500 david whitmer and samuel H smith
have been appointed general agents for the literary firm
to take and sell books among the extensive branches of the
church etc 76

the book s preface appp ilijiiiiiij iv signed by joseph smith
oliver cowdery sidney rigdon and F G williams feb-
ruary 17 1835 alludes to the aversion in the minds of some
against receiving anything purporting to be articles of religious
faith and defends the book as a needed statement of the
beliefs of the latter day saints who have been so widely
misrepresented years later david whitmer in his address
to all believers inin christ richmond 1887 described his

W W phelps to sally phelps 16 september 1835
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opposition to the doctrine and covenants because it enun-
ciated a creed for the latter day saints

the first main part of the book appp aj57455j 74 is occupied
with the seven lectures on faith these lectures delivered
before the school of the elders in kirtland during the preced-
ing winter cover such basic doctrines as the necessity and
effect of faith the attributes of god jesus christ and the
holy ghost man s relationship to god and the nature of
salvation with supporting citations from the bible book
of mormon and in some cases the book of commandments
three of these lectures appeared earlier in print the first
as a broadside item 20 and the fifth and sixth in the may
1835 messenger and advocate exactly who authored the
lectures is not clear although sidney rigdon is a possibility
in any case their final form bears the influence of joseph
smith who in his history remarks during the month of
january 185518351835 1I was engaged in the school of the elders
and in preparing the lectures on theology for publication in
the book of doctrine and covenants tat7 the lectures
on faith were maintained in the various LDS editions of
the doctrine and covenants until 1921

the second main part of the book appp 752577575j 257 con-
tains 100 revelations spanning the period july 1828 to march
28 1835 as sections 141 4 and 61006 100 with two sections er-
roneously numbered 66 the minutes of the organization of
the first high council february 17 1834 as section 5

an article on marriage and an article on government and laws
in general as sections 101 and 102 and the minutes of the
august 17 1835 general assembly the sixty five chapters
in the book of commandments are reprinted in the doctrine
and covenants with substantial changes consistent with those
changes made in the revelations in reprinting the evening
and the morning star ten of the chapters in the book of
commandments are combined into three sections of the doc-
trine and covenants so that fifty eight sections actually com-
prise that portion originally published in the book of com-
mandmentsmandments traditionally the articles on marriage and gov-
ernment have been attributed to oliver cowdery these were
read at the general assembly of august 17 1835 and ac-
cepted as part of the doctrine and covenants the article

WHCC 21802180
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on marriage appeared in all LDS editions until 1876 while
the article on government is still included as section 134 the
minutes of the general assembly occur only in the 1835
edition an index comprises pages i xxiiixviii and page xxvxiv con-
tains errata

apparently the changes in the printed revelations troubled
a certain few of the brethren at a meeting of the high
council at far west april 24 1837 david W patten
charged lyman wight with teaching false doctrines among
others that the book of doctrine and covenants was a te-
lestial law and the book of commandments a part of the
revelations printed in jackson county was a celestial law
wight was censured for these teachings and directed to ac-
knowledge his error to the churches where he had preached 78

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B DLC ichi ICN ihiihl MH miu C

moinrc MWA nip NN OCHP oclwhi txdadf
UPB USIC UU

22 A collection of sacred hymns for the church of the
latter day saints selected by emma smith

kirtland ohio printed by F G williams & co 1835

iv5iva 121 v ppap 11 cm

the first mormon hymnal has its beginnings in the
revelation through joseph smith to his wife emma july
1830 section 25 in which she is directed to make a
selection of hymns apparently emma complied for ten
months later at a conference in independence missouri
may 1 1832 it was ordered that W W phelps correct
and print the hymns which had been selected by emma smith
in fulfilmentfulfillment of the revelation 70 the destruction of the
press in independence delayed the printing of the hymns
and it was not until the printing of the doctrine and coven-
ants was completed that phelps again turned his attention
to the hymnal on september 11 1835 phelps wrote to
his wife sally 1 I am now revising hymns for a hymn book 80

HC 2481822481 82

HC 1270 cf JH 30 april 18321832.1852
W W phelps to sally phelps 11 september 1835 microfilm filo at

genealogical society library salt lake city
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three days later at a meeting of the church authorities in
kirtland phelps s efforts were officially sanctioned when
it was decided that sister emma smith proceed to make a
selection of sacred hymns according to the revelation and
that president W W phelps be appointed to reviserevise and ar-
range them for printing 81 quite clearly the prime respon-
sibilitysibi lity for the hymnal rested on phelps

ebenezer robinson the typesetter in the messenger and
advocate office remembered fifty years later that the hymns
were printing at the same time as the doctrine and coven-
ants 8212 what this means most likely is that the printing of
the hymns commenced shortly after the completion of the
printing of the doctrine and covenants probably around the
middle of september the printing proceeded slowly writi-
ng to his wife on november 14 18351855 phelps complained
of the backlog in the printing office remarking that the
hymn book is not likely to progress as fast as I1 wish 83

two hymns the spirit of god like a fire Is burning
and the glorious day Is rolling on both in the 1835
hymnal are printed in the january 1836 messenger and
advocate and even though the february march and august
1836 issues of the messenger and advocate print hymns
none of these is included in the hymnal the implications
are that the hymnal was still in the press when the january
1836 messenger and advocate was issued sometime in feb-
ruary but was finished soon after

the hymnal contains ninety hymns appp 512151215 121 follow-
ing a preface appp iii iv that was certainly written by
phelps As in all the mormon hymnals prior to 1889 except
the 1844 little gardner hymnal only the words are printed
no music is included of the ninety hymns forty two had
appeared earlier in the evening and the morning star the
evening and morning star and the messenger and advocate
helen hanks macare has found thirty four to be of mormon
authorship twenty six by W W phelps three by parley P
pratt one by thomas B marsh and parley pratt and one
each by eliza R snow edward partridge philo dibble and
william C gregg seventeen of the borrowed hymns are

HC 2273
12 return june 1889 p 88

W W phelps to sally phelps 14 november 1835 as quoted in JH
14 november 1835
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by isaac watts 84 and because of the predominance of bap-
tist hymns among those borrowed Ms macare suggests that

the hymnal would appear to be based on a baptist book
perhaps on one current among the campbellitesCampbellites 84 twenty
nine of the hymns almost a third of this first collection
appear in the present LDS hymnal

csmhcsmi ctyacty miu C moinrc txdadf UPB USIC UU

23 references to the book of mormon

kirtland 1835

iv ppap 17.5175175 cm in double columns

this four page item is usually found tipped into a copy
of the 1830 book of mormon typographically it closely
resembles the products of the messenger and advocate press
for example the old english type in the word references
matches that in the word index on page i of the 1835 doc-
trine and covenants since it does apply to the first edition
it was undoubtedly printed before the second edition of the
book of mormon went to press in the winter of 1836371836 37
and in view of the activity of the kirtland school of the
elders and the mormon press in 1835 it was probably prin-
ted about this time

its title is misleading rather than being a set of refer-
ences it is really a book by book outline or an extended table
of contents for the first edition of the book of mormon the
collector should note that the presence of this item in an
1830 book of mormon doubles the value of the book

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBculscuisCU B13 ICN moinrc MWA NN OCHP
oclwhi UPB USIC

24 extract from the new translation of the bible it being
the 24th chapter of matthew but in order to show the
connection we will commence with the last verse of the
23rd chapter viz at end published for the benefit
of the saints

helen hanks macare the singing saints a study of the mormon hym-
nal 183519501855195018351855 19501900 phd dissertation university of california at los angeles
1961
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kirtland 1835

broadside 31531.5515 x 20 cm in two columns within an or-
namentalnamental border

this broadside prints matthew chapter 24 as revised by
joseph smith in the spring of 183183118511851 8515 two manuscripts
containing this text are in the possession of the RLDS church
the original manuscript NT 1 and a copy made by john
whitmer in the summer of 1831 with later corrections by
joseph smith NT 2 855 the broadside differs at a number
of points from both NT I11 and NT 2 but generally follows
NT LI1 86 it also differs from the version of matthew 24 in
the holy scriptures planopianopianoplano 1867 that employs NT 2 with
a small number of insignificant improvements and from the
version in the pearl of great price liverpool 1851 that
mainly follows NT 1 but embodies three significant mod-
ifications written into NT 2

considerable debate has taken place over the date this
broadside was printed some have suggested that it was pub-
lished in nauvoo in 1842 or 1843 to refute the teachings
of william miller that the second advent would be april 3

1843 and it is so entered in C K byrd s bibliography of
illinois imprints chicago 1966 no 782 on the other
hand there are reasons for believing thatdialdiat it was printed
earlier of all the early mormon presses the typeface of the
messenger and advocate press most closely resembles that
of the broadside in addition the text of joseph smith s

revision of matthew 24 is printed in john corrill s brief
history of the church of christ of latter day saints st
louis 1839 exactly as in the broadside except for one omis-
sion and improvements in punctuation and capitalization
corrill introduces the text with the peculiar phrase the
twenty fourth chapter of matthew but in order to shew the
connection I1 will commence with the last verse of the twenty
third chapter viz suggesting that he took his version from
the broadside these considerations together with the activ-
ity of the mormon press in 1835 have led me to list this
broadside tentatively as an 1835 kirtland imprint

richard P howard restoration scriptures independence mo 1969
ppap 84ff

186I am grateful to richard P howard for detailed comparisons of the
manuscripts with the broadside
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the two extant copies of the broadside differ in the or-
namentalna border but a comparison of broken type shows
that the textual portions of both were printed from the
same type setup

ctyacty UPB

25 the twelve apostles the seven presidents of the
seventy elders the first seventy elders the second
seventy elders

kirtland 1836

broadside 31.2312312512 x 20 cm within an ornamental border

the names of the twelve apostles and the seven presi-
dents of the first council of the seventy as initially chosen
in february 1835 are listed in this broadside together with
those of the first and second quorums of seventies A prod-
uct of the messenger and advocate press it was apparently
printed after the second quorum was selected february 3

1836 and before the excommunication of charles kelley
one of the first quorum of seventies on may 23 1836 8717

UPB USIC

26 prayer at the dedication of the lord s house in kirtl-
and ohio march 27 1836 by joseph smith jr
president of the church of the latter day saints

kirtland 1836.18361856

broadsheet 28 x 18.4184 cm

A detailed account of the dedication of the kirtland tem-
ple appears in the messenger and advocate for march 1836
and a rearrangement of the same type setup used to print
the dedicatory prayer in this issue of the messenger and ad-
vocate was also used to print the broadsheet entered here
in his diary now in the LDS church historian s library under
the date saturday march 19 1836 oliver cowdery records

I1 met inin the president s room pres J smith jr S rig-
don my brother W A cowdery & elder W parrish and

HC 2391 44244442 44
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assisted in writing a prayer for the dedication of the
lord s house

the prayer appears inin all the LDS editions of the doctrine
and covenants since 1876 as section 109 differing at two
or three points from the text in the broadsheet

USIC

27 oliver cowdery

supplement of J seixas manual hebrew grammar for
the kirtland ohio theological institution

new york printed by west & trow for J smith jun
S rigdon 0 cowdery 1836

vi7via all5113ll31l ppap 1515cmcm

the imprint date and pagination of this entry are taken
from a note by the late dale morgan who twentyfivetwenty five years
ago examined a copy at the RLDS church library that has
since disappeared the only presently known copy at the
brigham young university library lacks the lower fifth
of the title page deleting the date of publication it also
collates 2 pl 13117311731117117 511all31l3ll so possibly it is missing the second
or third leaf

the elders in kirtland were deeply involved in the study
of hebrew in the early part of 1836 between january 26
and march 29 1836 they were instructed by a professional
teacher joshua seixas but after this there was little apparent
activity in hebrew study 88 precisely when this supplement
was published is not clear it is asserted in the preface that
the book was prepared expressly for the kirtland elders sug-
gesting that it was published about the time seixas was con-
ducting his course

the preface appp 787 8 written by oliver cowdery in-
dicates that the lessons in the book were abridged by seixas
from his manual hebrew grammar two editions andover
1833 and 1834 and arranged in book form by cowdery as
a help to the beginning student the main portion appp

9191279279 27 consists of this seriesserlesseriesserles of grammatical lessons and

HHCC 2255523552355ff3 5 5 ff
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the first chapter of genesis in hebrew runs from the verso
of page 31 to page 28

UPB

28 latter day saints messenger and advocate extra kirtl-
and geaugageaugh county ohio july 25 1836 to john
thornton esq peter rogers esq andrew robertson
esq james T V thompson esq col william T
wood doce woodson J moss james M hughs esq
david R atchison esq and A W doniphan esq
gentlemen signed at end sidney rigdon joseph
smith jr 0 cowdery EF G williams hyrum smith

kirtland 1836.18361856

broadside 54 x 20 cm in three columns

at a public meeting in liberty missouri june 29 1836
a report was issued by a committee of nine named in this
entry s title listing sources of conflict between the citizens
of clay county and the mormonscormons and urging the mormonscormons
to leave the county in order to avoid civil war on july 1

a large group of mormon elders met and agreed to move
to another part of the state the following day the citizens
of clay again met in liberty and acknowledging the mormonscormons
response resolved to assist them in finding a new location

A letter from sidney rigdon joseph smith oliver cow-
dery F G williams and hyrum smith to the committee of
nine in response to their report comprises the messenger and
advocate extra listed here praising the committee s candor
and acknowledging the hospitality of clay county the letter
replies to the various allegations and defends the missouri
saints not in an attempt to dissuade the committee from acting
inin conformity with the resolutions offered to the people of
clay county on the 29th uit but from a sense of duty to a
people embarrassed persecuted and afflicted

the august 1836 messenger and advocate reprints the
minutes of the three meetings the report of the committee
of nine and the letter to the committee the textual portion
of the extra is printed from a rearrangement of the same type
setup used to print the letter in the messenger and advocate

national archives photocopies at moinrc UPB USIC
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29 orson hyde

A prophetic warning to all the churches of every sect
and denomination and to every individual into whose
hands it may fall by 0 hyde preacher of the gospel
and citizen of the united states dated at end toron-
to august 1836

toronto canada 1836

broadside 46.2462 x 29.8298298 cm in three columns

orson hyde s prophetic warning constitutes a bibliograph-
ical milestone it is the first genuine mormon missionary tract
the text of A prophetic warning also appears in the july 1836
issue of the messenger and advocate where it is dated june
16 1836 presumably the date of writing it would seem
therefore that the place and date printed at the end of the
broadside refer to the place and date of publication imply-
ing that the broadside was printed in toronto during hyde s

mission to canada august october 1836

A prophetic warning commences with an argument that the
second advent isis yet to come and asks if the christian world
is prepared it then shows that an apostasy from the primitive
church was foretold by the new testament writers and
argues that the churches of the day have strayed from the
teachings of jesus outlining the events at the second com-
ing it concludes with an appeal to its readers to repent and
be baptized by the authority of jesus christ and even though
it urges baptism by someone with authority nowhere are the
latter day saints specifically mentioned A final paragraph
announces orson hyde s intention to publish an exposition
of the ancient prophecies in book form under the same title
as the broadside

ten months after it was published in canada A prophetic
warning was widely distributed in new york city writing
from new york june 28 1837 three days before he and
elders hyde richards fielding goodson russell and sny-
der sailed for the first british mission heber C kimball
remarked

we have spent most of two days of distridistrictingbiting brother
hides hyde sls prophetic warnings in the city we did up
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about one hundred and fifty in leter form and directed
to every preast of every profession in the city 89

it is conceivable of course that this refers to an unlocated
second printing A revised version of A prophetic warning
was published under the title A timely warning in england
in 1839 item 47 and twice more in the early 1840s

moinrc

30 parley parker pratt

doth our law judge a man before it hear him

kingston canada 1836.18361856

broadside

31 parley parker pratt
printed handbill advertising two meetings

toronto canada 1836.18361856

broadside

neither of the foregoing two items got out by parley pratt
is located our knowledge of them comes from his autobi-
ography 1874 pages 17380173 80

As parley pratt was about to return to kirtland in octo-
ber 1836 after missionaryingmissionarying in canada that spring and
summer his canadian friends urged him to meet a mr caird
an irvingite whose teachings seemed consistent with mormon-
ism and who was creating something of a stir in eastern
canada 90 caird was in kingston at the time and although
parley had a vivid dream that his efforts would be in vain
he delayed his trip home and took the steamer from toronto
to kingston upon arriving in kingston parley attempted
to contact caird but was ignored that evening he went to
hear caird preach and was astonished to hear caird slander
the mormonscormonsMormons next morning parley explains in his auto-
biography

we published a printed handbill with a statement of his
lying and a statement of our doctrine as latter day

heber C kimball to vilate kimball new york city 29 june 1837
microfilm USIC cf HC 4314.43144514

typed extracts from the toronto constitution 21 september 1836 pratt
MSS USIC



512

saints we circulated the handbillshand bills in the streets by
hundreds and then sent plenty of them by mail to our
friends in toronto the bill was headed doth our law
judge a man before it hear him

both caird and parley pratt returned to toronto where
caird s friends urged him to meet with parley but caird
refused and continued to misrepresent the saints in his pub-
lic discourses 1 I now applied to wm lyon mckenzie a
printer and editor of the toronto constitution in king
street parley continues in his autobiography

for some large public halls or rooms of his and we
put out a bill advertizingadvertisingadvertizing two meetings and pledging to
the public that we would prove to a demonstration that mr
caird who was now preaching in this city was a false
teacher whom god had never sent and that no believer
in the bible who listened with attention should go away
unconvinced of that fact or the truth of the doctrine of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

twice parley preached above the constitution printing office
satisfying his friends that he had fulfilled his pledge in the
handbill but with no effect on mr caird

32 messenger extra kirtland ohio december 1836 min-
utes of a meeting of the stockholders of the kirtland
safety society bank held on the 2ndand day of november
AD 1836 when the following preamble and articles
were read three times by orson hyde and unanimously
adopted

kirtland 1836.18361856

broadside 32 x 17.5175175 cm in two columns

33 messenger extra march 1837 minutes of a meeting
of the members of the kirtland safety society held
on the 2dad day of january 1837

kirtland 1837.18371857

broadside 48 x 20 cm in two columns

the initial organizational meeting of the kirtland safety
society was held on november 2 1836 articles of agree-
ment were drawn up oliver cowdery was dispatched to
philadelphia to purchase plates to print notes and orson hyde
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was delegated to obtain a bank charter from the state legis-
lature in columbus hyde failed to secure the charter so
the stockholders convened two months after the first
meeting to annul the old constitution and to adopt new ar-
ticles of agreement this time for a note issuing joint stock
company rather than for a chartered bank 91 brief minutes
of these two meetings together with the articles of agree-
ment comprise the two extras listed here

at both meetings sidney rigdon was chairman oliver
cowdery was the clerk of the first while warren parrish
was the secretary of the second generally the two sets of
articles of agreement are the same the second obviously a
modification of the first the first set of articles specifies
the name of the company as the kirtland safety society
bank while the second modifies the name to kirtland
safety society banking company and where the first set
refers to the institution as the bank the second avoids
bank in favor of firm or company both articles

capitalize the company at not less than four million dollars
the second articles eliminate the office of chief clerk pro-
vided for inin the first and while the president is implicitly
the principal officer inin the first set of articles the cashier
appears to be the principal officer in the second until they
withdrew about the first of july 1837 joseph smith was cash-
ier and sidney rigdon was president the major change in
the articles of agreement is the addition in the second set
of two articles dealing with the issuance of bank notes the
first added article binding the stockholders for the redemp-
tion of the notes in addition the march 18371857 extra in-
cludes a list of 187 stockholders

the minutes of the november 2 meeting do not appear
to have been printed elsewhere the january 2 minutes
are included without the list of stockholders in the january
1837 issue of the messenger and advocate and with that list
in the march 1837 issue in fact the march extra is printed
from the same type setup used to print the minutes inin the
march 1837 messenger and advocate

items 32 and 33 USIC

HC 2467682467 68 470 see also R kent fielding the mormon economy
in kirtland ohio utah historical quarterly 271959 33156331 56 max parkin
conflict of the mormonscormonsMormons ppap 21325213 25
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34 the book of mormon an account written by the hand
of mormon upon plates taken from the plates of nephi

translated by joseph smith jr
kirtland ohio printed by 0 cowdery & co for P P
pratt and J goodson 1837

1 pl v vi7via 6192 ppap 14.6146146 cm

A second edition of the book of mormon was contem-
plated as early as the summer of 1833 the letter of joseph
smith sidney rigdon and F G williams to W W phelps
and others june 25 1833 remarks As soon as we can
get time we will review the manuscripts of the book of
mormon after which they will be forwarded to you 9212 and
the july 1833 issue of the evening and the morning star
notices the intention to publish a new edition of the book
of mormon at no very distant period

the destruction of the independence press and the pub-
lishinglishingoflishingofof the 1835 doctrine and covenants the 1835 hymnal
and the evening and morning star delayed a new edition
until late in 1836 but during the winter of 1836371836 37 a
second edition of the book of mormon was printed 93

the preface of the 1837 edition appp v vi signed by
parley pratt and john goodson indicates that inasmuch as
the first edition was out of print they had obtained the
rights to publish 5000 copies of the book of mormon it
further states that in preparation for a new edition the
first edition was carefully examinedreexaminedre and compared with
the original manuscripts by joseph smith and oliver cowdery

richard howard has found that more than 2000 changes
were written into the printer s manuscript of the 1830 book
of mormon and incorporated in the second edition and over
1000 other changes occur in the 1837 edition that were not
recorded in the manuscript 94 it would appear therefore
that the 1837 book of mormon was printed from the cor-
rected printer s manuscript of the first edition and in addition
to the changes made by joseph smith and oliver cowdery
when they compared the first edition with the manuscript
further changes were made by oliver cowdery as the

92hHCC 113633 63
return august 1889 p 115 may 1890 p 258
howard ppap 414941 49
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book was being set inin type most of the changes are gram-
matical and stylistic A few however have theological im-
plications eg those where god or eternal father on
p 25 line 3 p 25 line 10 p 26 line 9 and p 32 line 9
are changed to son of god or son of the eternal father

the testimonies of the three witnesses and of the eight
witnesses appear on the two pages following page 619 A
note at the end explains that although the original intention
was to publish both the book of mormon and the doctrine
and covenants in one volume as mentioned in the preface
the publishers were induced to abandon that idea because
the two books together would make a volume entirely too
unwieldy for the purpose intended that of a pocket com-
panion

in some sense the 1837 book of mormon is the parent
of the present LDS edition from it was printed the first
18411841 of a sequence of british and salt lake city editions
that culminated in the present one consequently the current
LDS edition of the book of mormon does not embody some
of the changes incorporated by joseph smith in the 1840
nauvoo edition eg that in 2 nephi 306
csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B DLC ichi ICN MH miu C moinrc
MWA njpnap NN OCHP oclwhi UPB USICus1c UU whi

35 newell kimball whitney reynolds cahoon and vin-
son knight
to the saints scattered abroad the bishop and his coun-
selors of kirtland send greeting at head of title
kirtland ohio september 18th 1837 signed at end
N K whitney R cahoon V knight
kirtland 18371837.1857

broadside 52 x 32532.5525 cm in four columns

apostasy proliferating lawsuits and a massive onerous
debt confronted the authorities of the church as they met
with the saints in the kirtland temple september 17 1837
newell K whitney the bishop in kirtland announced to
the assembly that the time had arrived when it became
necessary for him to travel and the conference decided
that the bishop and his counselors should send abroad their
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memorial to the saints 03 the bishopric s memorial was is-
sued as the above broadside the next day evidence of the
urgency of the situation

primarily an appeal for financial assistance directed to
the saints outside kirtland the memorial begins by out-
lining the various circumstances that contributed to the
penury of the church in kirtland and suggests that the ap-
propriatepropriate way to finance the work of the last days is to tithe
the saints foreshadowingshadowingfore the revelation of july 8 1838 sec-
tion 119 it points out that the salvation of the saints de-
pends on the building up of zion and her stakes linking
the wellbeingwell being of kirtland with that of zion and it urges
the saints to see clearly their responsibility and respond
favorably to the appeal by gathering up their means and
sending it on to the leaders of the church

the text of the broadside also appears in the messenger
and advocate for september 1837 and both the broadside
and its text in the messenger and advocate are printed from
a rearrangement of the same type setup

UPB USIC

36 parley parker pratt

A voice of warning and instruction to all people con-
taining a declaration of the faith and doctrine of the
church of the latter day saints commonly called mor
mons by P P pratt minister of the gospel
new york printed by W sandford 29 ann st 1837

xllxilxiiail 216 ppap 14.7147147 cm

fleeing from the strife and apostasy that characterized
the church in kirtland in 1837 parley pratt reached new
york city late in july and immediately began to preach and
write 996 and before the summer passed he had produced a
mormon classic the voice of warning in a letter to don
carlos smith dated new york october 3 1837 parley an-
nounces his new book

besides other labors I1 have in two months past written 216
pages which with the assistance of eld elijah fordham

HC 2513
pratt autobiography p 184
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who has been laboring faithfully with me isis now issuing
from the press and the first will be bound and ready for
sale tomorrow or the next day three thousand copies are
printed it isis entitled A voice of warning 97

no other mormon book apart from the standard works
has had the impact of the voice of warning A basic mis-
sionary tool throughout the nineteenth and into the twen-
tieth century it has passed through numerous editions in a
number of languages

opening with a series of biblical examples of the fulfilfulfill
ment of ancient prophecy the book next discusses those proph-
ecies that foretell the establishment of a new covenant
the gathering of israel and rebuilding of jerusalem and the
events at the second coming of jesus the third chapter dis-
cusses the kingdom of god arguing mainly that repentance
and baptism by those with authority from god are necessary
for entrance into this kingdom the book of mormon is
the theme of the next chapter which quoting from the old
testament including ezekiel 37 argues that america is
a promised land to the seed of joseph that the lord revealed
himself to joseph s seed and that a record of these revela-
tions would come forth in the last days and here it is
suggested that the american indians are a remnant of joseph s

seed at this point the book interposes as chapter five a
proclamation urging its readers to repentance and baptism
the sixth chapter takes up the resurrection and redemption
of the earth arguing that the earth will be restored to its
original form at the time of creation analyzing the resur-
rection of jesus it infers that the saints will be resurrected
with perfected bodies of flesh and bone and will dwell
forever with the messiah on the redeemed earth further it
argues both that america is a promised land and that it is
the location for the new jerusalem the central concept
of the seventh chapter is that god deals with various gener-
ations by direct revelation and that his revealed word to
one generation does not necessarily apply to those in past
or future generations god has spoken to men in the nine-
teenth century the book declares and it challenges its readers
to heed those men the closing chapter compares in two

elders journal ppap 898 9 in his autobiography pratt states that 4000
copies constituted the first edition
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columns certain doctrines of god with the corresponding
doctrines of men

throughout the voice of warning reflects parley pratt s

complete conviction and certainty epitomized by the follow-
ing assertion in the opening pages no believer in the
holy scriptures who reads it with attention shall close this
volume without being fully convinced of the great and im-
portant truths contained therein

csmhcsmi QY CUBCU B DLC ichi ICN ihi MB miu C
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37 elders journal of the church of latter day saints kirtl-
and ohio october november 1837 and far west mo
july august 1838

I11 vol 4 whole nos 64 ppap 25 cm

the august and september 1837 issues of the messen-
ger and advocate carry a prospectus signed by sidney rigdon
announcing a new periodical the elders journal

As the latter day saints messenger and advocate is
to be closed with the present volume which closes in the
month of september and as the publishers of that paper
have declined publishing any more for the present at
least A large body of the elders of the church of latter
day saints have united and rented the printing establish-
ment for the purpose of publishing a paper with the above
title this paper isis intended to be a vehicle of communica-
tion for all the elders of the church through which they
can communicate to others all things pertaining to their mis-
sionsionslon and calling As there have been many desires
expressed by the elders of said church to have a periodical
of this kind published it is hoped that the present pro-
posals will meet with their most unqualified approba-
tion
the JOURNAL will be edited by joseph smith jun and
printed once a month at one dollar a year in advance
and should the subscription list justify it will soon be pub-
lished semimonthly at two dollars a year

implicit in this announcement is a dissatisfaction with
the messenger and advocate under warren A cowdery that
had been printing ponderous articles on ancient history phi-
losophylo and world events to the exclusion of news of
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the progress of the church and with the appearance
of his article in the july 18571837 messenger and advo-
cate criticizing joseph smith and sidney rigdon for their
parts in the kirtland bank fiasco warren cowdery him-
self became offensive to the church leaders an allusion
to this appears in the second issueissue of the elders journal
we calculate to pursue a different course from that of

our predecessor in the editorial department we will en-
deavor not to scandalize our own citizens and a specific con-
demnationdemnation of warren A cowdery occurs inin the fourth issue
of the journal consequently two things were accomplished
by terminating the messenger and advocate and beginning
under joseph smith s editorship a periodical with a new
name and objective the official church organ was made more
appealing to potential subscribers and its control was brought
into more congenial hands

beginning in october 1837 two issues of the journal
were edited by joseph smith and printed and published by
thomas B marsh in kirtland A notice on the back page
of each directed all correspondence to don carlos smith
who performed the bulk of the editorial labors for these two
numbers 98 the second issue contains the minutes of the two
far west conferences november 7 and 10 1837 and most
likely did not appear until after joseph smith returned to
kirtland from far west about december 10 A month later
joseph smith and sidney rigdon left kirtland for the last
time insuring that no further issues of the journal would be
published there

on april 30 1838 a prospectus item 38 was issued
announcing that the elders journal would be revived in far
west on the same terms as before with joseph smith as
editor and thomas B marsh as publisher two additional
issues were published in far west in july and august 1838
before the outbreak of violence against the mormonscormons per-
manentlymanently ended the journal s life the third and fourth
issues bear a slightly different name elders journal of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints and the fourth
issue includes an extract of revelation given far west
april 26th A D 1838 section 115 officially naming the
church

HC 4393439545954593
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in size and format the elders journal conforms to the
messenger and advocate each issue contains 16 pages in
double columns the four numbers continuously paged the
journal consists almost entirely of letters from the elders
abroad and minutes of conferences and council meetings
the third issue contains an interesting and now famous
series of questions and answers by joseph smith the fourth
issue rather a harbinger of the calamity to befall the mormonscormons
within the month includes the minutes of the fourth of
july celebration and a vitriolic denunciation of the mormon
dissenters

csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B ichi no 1 MH miu C no 1
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38 prospectus for the elder s sic journal of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints dated at end
april 30 1838

far west mo 1838.18381858

thirteen lines of text following the title printed on
the upper righthandright hand third of a sheet folded to 40.6406406 x
225925.92595.95959 cm

this prospectus announces the resuscitation of the elders
journal at far west presumably it was printed on the face
of a large folded sheet so that it could be used to gather
the names of subscribers the prospectus is also printed in
the july 1838 issue of the journal where it is dated april
26 1838
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39 parley parker pratt

mormonism unveiled zion s watchman unmasked and
its editor mr L R sunderland exposed truth vindi-
cated the devil mad and priestcraft in danger by
P P pratt minister of the gospel

new york printed for the publisher 1838

47 ppap 18 cm
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40 parley parker pratt

mormonism unveiled zion s watchman unmasked and
its editor mr L R sunderland exposed truth vindi-
cated the devil mad and priestcraft in danger by
P P pratt minister of the gospel second edition

new york published by 0 pratt & E fordham 1838

47147 1 ppap 18 cm

41 parley parker pratt

mormonism unveiled zion s watchman unmasked and
its editor mr L R sunderland exposed truth vindi-
cated the devil mad and priestcraft in danger by
P P pratt minister of the gospel third edition

new york published by 0 pratt & E fordham 1838

47147 1 ppap 18 cm

parley pratt s mormonism unveiled marks another bib-
liographicallio milestone it is the first of a vast number of
pamphlets written in reply to anti mormon attacks in this
tract parley responds to an eight part article in the new york
zions watchman edited by la roy sunderland that appeared
between january 13 and march 3 1838

all three editions of mormonism unveiled were printed
from the same type setup with a few changes the title
page is slightly different in each edition the second and
third editions contain parley pratt s poem A lamentation
on taking leave of new york on the verso of page 47
which is blank in the first edition moreover the second and
third editions occur in two states the first state is charac-
terized by the presence of defections in the last line of
page 38 and THIER in the last paragraph of page 43
which are corrected to toperfectionsperfections and THEIR in the
second state interestingly enough the second edition of
mormonism unveiled at yale and the third edition at the
LDS church are of the first state while the second edition
at brigham young university and the third edition at the
bancroft library are of the second state the implication
is that all three editions were printed about the same time
and the books comprising the second and third editions were
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assembled simultaneously from sheets of both printingspaintingsprintings the
pamphlet bears the date march 24 1838 on page 47 and
parley pratt left new york for missouri that april so it
would seem that all three editions of mormonism unveiled
were printed about april 1838 and as the second and third
editions were published by orson pratt and elijah fordham
these were probably printed after parley left new york city

the pamphlets originally appeared with paper wrappers
eighteen years ago edward eberstadt and sons the new york
booksellers offered for sale a copy of the first edition with
original printed wrappers catalogue 134 item 451 traces
of the original yellow wrapper can be seen on the brigham
young university copy

sunderland s article also published as the pamphlet mor-
monismmonism exposed and refuted new york 1838 adopts
the approach of alexander campbell s delusions boston
1832 and E D howe s mormonism unvailedunavailed sic paines
ville 1834 it attacks the book of mormon by pointing
to grammatical errors and alleged inconsistencies contradic-
tions and plagiarisms and by referring to a number of
passages in the book of mormon doctrine and covenants
and voice of warning it attempts to show that mormonism
is absurd fraudulent and inconsistent with the bible the
eighth installment of the article repeats the spaulding rigdon
theory of the origin of the book of mormon originally pro-
pounded by E D howe with considerable enthusiasm and
a touch of vitriol parley s mormonism unveiled responds to
the bulk of sunderland s objections and in replying to the
spaulding rigdon theory the pamphlet details parley pratt s

conversion and his part in first introducing mormonism to
sidney rigdon
item 39 oclwhi UPB USICus1c
item 40 ctyacty MH moinrc UPB
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42 sidney rigdon
oration delivered by mr S rigdon on the 4thath of july
1838 at far west caldwell county missouri

far west printed at the journal office 1838

12 ppap 18.8188188 cm
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the fourth of july celebration in far west in 1838
signaled the beginning of the end of the mormon commun-
ity in missouri forming in a long procession at 1000 am
the far west saints accompanied by dimick huntington s

band marched to the excavation for the new temple where
the four cornerstones of the temple were laid by the church
authorities the crowd then moved to the speaker s stand
to hear sidney rigdon deliver the day s oration at the close
of which there was a shout of hosanna 99 subsequently
rigdon s oration was printed in pamphlet form on the mor-
mon press at far west and according to ebenezer robinson
who printed the pamphlet a copy was furnished the editor
and printed in the liberty far west100wl est

six years later jedediah M grant acknowledged that
sidney rigdon s fourth of july oration was the main auxil-
iary that fanned into flame the burning wrath of the mobo-
cratic portions of the missouriansMissourians loilol101 not only was the
speech inflammatory but it was put into print to be read
and reread galvanizing the mormonscormons as well as the mis
sourianssourianosourians

while grant lays the responsibility for the oration squarely
on rigdon it is clear that it must be more broadly shared
ebenezer robinson in his reminiscences asserts that presi-
dent rigdon was not alone responsible for the sentiment
expressed in his oration as that was a carefully prepared
document previously written and well understood by the
first presidency but elder rigdon was the mouth piece to
deliver it 102 and a notice in the august 1838 issue of
the elders journal signed by the editor joseph smith an-
nounces that the oration is available in pamphlet form and
commends it to the saints

we would recommend to all the saints to get one to be had
in their families as it contains an outline of the suffering
and persecutions of the church from its rise As also the
fixed determinations of the saints in relation to the per-
secutors who are and have been continually not only
threatening us with mobs but actually have been putting

elders journal p 60
foreturnOoooreturnreturn november 1889 ppap 17071170 71 the union catalog lists no file

of the far west for this period
tol101yoijedediah M grant A collection of facts relative to the course taken

by elder sidney rigdon philadelphia 1844 p 11 see also times and
seasons 5 1 october 18446671844 667 hereafter designated TS

return ppap 17071170 71
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their threats into execution with which we are absolutely
determined no longer to bear come life or come death for
to be mobed any more without taking vengeance we will
not

the bulk of the oration is inoffensive enough begin-
ning with a statement of respect and loyalty to american
political and governmental institutions it moves to a discus-
sion of the persecution endured by the church identifying
separated church members as a significant class of persecu-
tors it includes a description of the temple under construc-
tion in far west one part of which is to be devoted to
worship and the other to the education of the saints it is
only in its closing moments that the oration becomes extreme
proclaiming that persecution will be no more endured it de-
clares that henceforth when a mob disturbs the saints

it shall be between us and them a war of extermination
for we will follow them till the last drop of their blood
is spilled or else they will have to exterminate us for
we will carry the seat of war to their own houses and
their own families and one party or the other shall be
utterly destroyed

the text of the oration is reprinted in james H hunt s

mormonism embracing the origin rise and progress of the
sect st louis 1844 ppap 16780167 80
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43 david white rogers

A collection of sacred hymns for the church of the latter
day saints selected and published by david W rogers

new york C vinten printer 63 vesey street 1838

iv5iva 118ix ppap 10 cm

david W rogers a new york chair maker came into
contact with the mormonscormons in the winter of 1837381837 38 while
parley P pratt was proselytizing in new york city and
outfitted a room for a meeting place for the little congrega-
tion of new york saints on christmas day 1837 rogers
was baptized into the church by parley P pratt and in no-
vember 1838 he traveled to quincy illinois meeting the
first groups of mormon refugees from missouri during
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the next six months rogers involved himself in the negotia-
tions to purchase land in illinois and iowa assisted the
saints including parley pratt s family to move from mis-
souri and carried messages to joseph smith in liberty jail
rogers settled with the saints inin nauvoo and when the
mormonscormons began vacating the city in 1846 he remained to
assist in the city s defense in 1850 he emigrated to utah
establishing hislilsllis home in provo rogers served a mission for
the church in canada in the mid 1850s and in 18751873 he
was ordained a patriarch on september 21 1881 david
rogers died in provo thirteen days before his ninety fourth
birthday 103

hymnals were always in short supply particularly in the
outlying branches of the church so it is not surprising that
rogers a man apparently of some means would undertake
to publish one for the new york saints according to rogers s

dedicatory hymn the idea of the hymnal came to him in
a dream

rogers s hymnal clearly shows the influence of the 1835
emma smith hymnal the preface is verbatim that of the
1835 hymnal and forty nine of the eighty nine hymns com-
prising rogers s collection are taken from the 1835 hymnal

rogers s hymns are numbered 1 through 90 with awake
0 ye people appearing twice as no 7 and no 51.51 five
of the remaining forty hymns are from parley pratt s the
millennium a poem boston 1835 item 17 twenty four
others are clearly of latter day saint authorship in addition
to the dedicatory hymn no 90 written by rogers and
signed DWR thirteen are signed with the initials DW
eight with RB and two with EC DW RB and EC
have not been identified it is possible that these initials
represent only part of thediedle names and that DW for example
is actually rogers himself

unfortunately rogers s initiative brought him difficulty
at the october 1839 general conference in commerce
illinois it was resolved that a new edition of hymn books
be printed immediately and that the one published by D W
rogers be utterly discarded by the church 104 six months

pratt ppap 186 245 early church information file genealogical so-
ciety library salt lake cac1cityty JH 17 march 1839 18 april 1839 p 2
4 september 1844 19 may 1852 p 1 29 november 1855 p 1 6 october
1857 31 may 1873 the provo territorial enquirer 1 october 1881 p 3

HHCC 414
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later thomas grover presented charges against rogers to
the general conference one of them for compiling a hymn-
book and selling it as the one compiled and published by
sister emma smith the next day rogers s case was taken
up and it was resolved that he be forgiven and the hand
of fellowship be continued towards him 105100loo103

none of the hymns rogers added to mormon hymnody
appear in the later authorized LDS hymnalshymn als presumably
the result of the official action taken at the october 1839
general conference

ctyacty DLC miu C USICus1c

44 ephraim owen jr
mormonscormonsMormons memorial of ephraim owen jr late of green
county indiana now of davis sicsic county missouri
asking of congress to afford protection to the people
called mormonscormonsMormons in the enjoyment of their civil rights
as citizens of the united states and complaining of loss
of property &cac december 20 18581838 referred to the
committee on the judiciary and ordered to be printed
at head of title 25th congress 3dad session doc no

42 ho of reps

washington thomas allenalienailen print 1838

5 ppap 23 cm

ephraim owen was baptized into the church by reynolds
cahoon and samuel H smith in green county indiana
september 4 1831 during the missionary journey appointed
to these two elders by the august 12 1831 revelation to
joseph smith section 6131356131 35 owen remained inin indiana
with a small branch of saints until he moved to missouri
in june 1838 one of the first mormon settlers in daviess
county he was involved in the difficulties in daviess to
the extent that adam black identified him as one of the
group of mormonscormons who had ridden up and conferred with
black at his house august 8 1838 moving with the mormon
refugees into illinois owen read a paper of his conceivably
a version of his memorial at a meeting in quincy illinois

HCWC 4105641056
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march 9 1839 convened to solicit aid for the emigrating
saints at the general conference of the church at com-
merce illinois october 5 1839 it was voted that ephraim
owen s confession for disobeying the word of wisdom be
accepted A month later owen and many others presented
claims for their losses in missouri his amounting to 5711.18571118
at this point ephraim owen seems to fade from view no
mention of him appearing in church records subsequent to
1839 106lorlog

owen s memorial is a curious document apparently an
independent and individual effort several other petitions
and memorials were drawn up during this time none of
which seem to have involved owen for example at a meet-
ing of the high council and some of the twelve apostles
in far west december 19 1838 edward partridge and john
taylor were appointed to draft a petition to the general
government and send it by mail 107

the memorial deals with the difficulties in northern mis-
souri during the summer and fall of 1838 it asserts that
initially the mormon settlers were welcomed by the missoumassou
rians in daviess county but that after the election day fight
between mormonscormons and missouriansMissourians in gallatin august 6
1838 the missouriansMissourians moved their families out and began
advertising that the mormonscormons were driving them from the
county causing considerable excitement on both sides peace
was temporarily restored with the arrival of david R atchi-
son and state militia following this the memorial claims
the missouriansMissourians in daviess began selling out to the mormonscormonsMormons
but stopped after word came that the mormonscormons had been
driven out of carrol county the memorial briefly sum-
marizes the events following the battle at crooked river
culminating in the expulsion of the mormonscormons from the state
it estimates the mormon loss at 1332000 and in conclusion
calls for a congressional investigation and the restoration
of mormon rights

ctyacty csmhcsmi DLC ichi ICN MH moshi MWA nip
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45 francis gladden bishop
A brief history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints from their rise until the present time con-
taining an account of and showing the cause of their
sufferings in the state of missouri in the years 1833381833 38
and likewise a summary view of their religious faith
by francis G bishop a minister of the order

salem no carolina printed by blum & son 1839

14141lall4l1 ppap 1818cmcm

baptized and ordained an elder inin the church july 2

1832 francis gladden bishop immediately began travel-
ing and preaching in the eastern states and canada in feb-
ruary 1836 he was among those chosen for the second
quorum of seventies and by 1840 he had preached the gos-
pel inin fourteen states and baptized 123 into the church
bishop is mainly remembered however for his schismatic
activities As early as 1835 he was temporarily disfellow
shipped for teaching erroneous doctrine and in march 1842
he was removed from fellowship for receiving his own
revelations little is known about bishop during the next
six years in 1848 however he had some contact with james
J strang and about 1850 he began organizing his own little
church in the kirtland area and publishing in its behalf
although he did not personally visit utah he was success-
ful in attracting a small following there bringing upon him-
self the anathemasanathemas of brigham young and parley pratt from
the salt lake pulpit in march 1853 eventually bishop
gathered a group of followers in iowa where he presumably
died sometime before 1878 10108ioslos

in a letter dated february 4 1840 bishop describes the
events surrounding the writing of his pamphlet commenting
that he had been preaching for two years in virginia and
north carolina he explains

when in north carolina a most unwarantedunwarrantedunwaranted and unparalunpapal
lelledbelled persecution was raging against the saints in missouri
meanwhile misrepresentations touching the troubblestroubbles in mis-
souri and our faith were spreading in every direction through

18hcHC 2241 285 4550 TS i1 ofmarcharch 184077781840777818407778 brigham
young et al journal of discourses 26 vols london 1885861885 86 1181861181 86
dale morgan A bibliography of the churches of the dispersion western
humanities review 71953 25566255 66
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the papers of the day and by letters from hostile missour
ians it was during this that I1 published a small pam-
phlet for the purpose of correcting the misrepresentations
which had prejudiced the public against the latter day
saints and then circulated this pamphlet gratis by mail in
almost every direction this had the desired effect for as the
pamphlet circulated prejudice and hostile feelings seemed
to abate on every side as I1 had no means of obtaining all
the particulars of the missouri persectuion but few par-
ticularsticulars are in the pamphlet and as it was extremely diffi-
cult to obtain confirmed facts likewise in it are some few
mistakes but I1 believe nothing of any particular con-
sequence 109

even though the library of congress cataloguescataloguercatalogues the place
of publication as salem massachusetts bishop s presence in
north carolina and the name of the printer on the title page
make it clear that the pamphlet was printed by john chris-
tian blum in salem north carolina 110ilollo generally a propa-
ganda piece the pamphlet begins with an overview of the
mormon experience in jackson and clay counties briefly
describes the settling of caldwell county and then presents
a condensed and somewhat garbled account of the conflict
between the mormonscormons and the Missourmissouriansians in daviess and
caldwell counties bishop describes the haun s mill mas-
sacre for example as occurring on splawnsSplawns creek and in-
volving a company of saints traveling to the interior of the
state with thirty five mormonscormons killed in the encounter the
text concludes with a summary of latter day saint beliefs
A poem the murder in missouri occupies pages 13 and
14 and on the recto of the leaf following page 14 appears
a notice that bishop intends to publish a small work entitled
A scriptural illustration of the peculiarities of the religious
faith of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
also a choice selection of hymns and spiritual songs

DLCDIC

46 benjamin C elsworth

A collection of sacred hymns for the church of
christ of the latter day saints selected and published
by benjamin C elsworth

TS 1 march 1840781840 78
mary barrow owen old salem north carolina winston salem 194619461
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apnp printed for the publisher 1839

iv5iva 152 vii ppap 10510.5105105cmcm

little appears recoverable about benjamin C elsworth
on november 16 1836 presumably soon after his baptism
he was ordained a teacher by john E page at a conference at
south crosby twentyfivetwenty five miles north of kingston canada
fifteen months later in kirtland liehelleile was ordained a member
of the second quorum of seventies it would seem that most
of elsworth s life in the church was spent in eastern new
york in a letter to the editors of the times and seasons
written from palermo oswego county new york october
18 1840 elsworth indicates that he had been laboring in
that area and had baptized 100 or so during the preceding
year at a conference in port ontario oswego county new
york march 14 1841 elsworth was charged with some un-
disclosed offense and the charge sustained yet when those
appointed to serve in the various missions of the church were
listed in the april 15 1844 issue of the times and seasons
he was among those assigned to new york one year later
however elsworth was excommunicated from the church
following his excommunication he joined james J strang
rising to the office of apostle in strang s church but in octo-
ber 1847 elsworth was excommunicated from the strangitestrengiteStrangite
church for teaching and practicing the spiritual wife sys-
tem lil1111liisili111

since elsworth is known to have been laboring in the
vicinity of oswego county new york during the latter part of
1839 it is probable that his hymnal was published in that
area in 1840 an edition of parley pratt s history of the late
persecution was printed at the office of the oswego county
democrat in mexico oswego county new york and it
is conceivable that elsworth s hymnal was printed there also

elsworth s hymnal is almost totally based on the two
earlier ones again the preface is verbatim that of the 1835
hymnal elsworth s collection contains 112 hymns in all 88
from david W rogers s hymnal the only hymn in rogers s

collection that elsworth does not include is rogers s own

MA ppap 44647446 47 JH 13 february 1838 18 october 1840 14
march 1841 15 april 1844 5 january 1847 TS 215 november 1840
21920219 20 record of the seventies book A and2nd quorum p 20 MS
USIC F henry edwards history of the reorganized church of latter day
saints 6 vols independence moaloafodlo nd 34142341 42 44
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dedicatory hymn and 17 others from the 1835 hymnal
of the remaining 7 hymns 4 are published in the messenger
and advocate I11 is a part of parley pratt s millennium
that appears in the voice of warning 183718371857 page 121 and
2 are standard protestant hymns interestingly enough the
two protestant hymns charles wesley s come let Us anew
our journey pursue and farewell all earthly honors I1
bid are maintained in the current LDS hymnal

ctyacty moinrc USIC

47 orson hyde
A timely warning to the people of england of every
sect and denomination and to every individual into whose
hands it may fall by an elder of the church of latter
day saints late from america preston 19th august
1837 dated at end may 4thath 1839

manchester reprinted by W R thomas spring gardens
18391185911839

broadside 50 x 38 cm in three columns enclosed in an
ornamental border

A timely warning is a revision of orson hyde s pro-
phetic warning published in 1836 item 29 the two are
virtually identical for the first half of the text in the second
half A timely warning eliminates the references to the more
morbid occurrences predicted for the last days and is less severe
in condemning the sectarian clergy but adds a comment on
the clergy s tendency to cry false teachers at the latter day
saint elders without seriously considering their claims and
unlike A prophetic warning A timely warning clearly iden-
tifies itself as a latter day saint tract

this broadside published a year after orson hyde re-
turned to the united states from the first british mission
suggests that there was an earlier british edition of A timely
warning the title is dated preston august 19 1837 a
month after hyde first arrived in england and the colophon
reads reprinted by W R thomas italics added no
copy of an 1837 english edition however has been found

two later english editions of A timely warning are
extant one a manchester broadside printed in 1840 and the
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other an eight page pamphlet printed in orford hill in the
early 1840s
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48 john portineusPortineus greenegreene

facts relative to the expulsion of the mormonscormons or latter
day saints from the state of missouri under the ex-
terminating order by john P greene an authorisedauthorized
representative of the mormonscormonsMormons

cincinnati printed by R P brooks 1839

iv5iva 4343ppappp 21321.3215213213cmcm

49 john portineusPortineus greene

facts relative to the expulsion of the mormonscormons from
the state of missouri under the exterminating order
by john P greene an authorisedauthorized representative of the
mormonscormonsMormons

cincinnati printed by R P brooks 1839

iv5iva 43 ppap 21.3213213215 cm

at a conference of the church held in quincy illinois
may 6 1839 john P greene a brother in law of brigham
young and a prominent elder was appointed to go to new
york city and preside over the church in that area in ad-
dition he was commissioned to publicize the mormon ex-
pulsion from missouri and to collect funds for the relief of
the destitute saints A month later greene departed on this
mission and as a part of his campaign to publicize the plight
of the saints he published his facts relative to the expul-
sion of the cormonsmormonsMormons 112

the two states of this pamphlet were printed from the
same type setup with a few insignificant internal differences
in addition to the change in title for example the fourth
page is numbered v in the first state item 48 and wiv
in the second state item 49 the word vide at the bottom
of page I111I1 in the second state appears as adievdie in the first
and the phrase at a in the first line of page 43 in the first

HC 3347 andrew jenson latter day saint biographical encyclo-
pedia 4 vols salt lake city 1901361901 36 2633362633 36
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state reads a ta in the second so it is not clear which is
the earlier state the two are also arranged differently in
signatures the first collates ACA Ccac6 Ddad4 and the second collates
AEA Eeae4 Ffaf22 both states were originally issued in paper wrap-

pers in the first state the title page is reprinted within a
border on the front wrapper while in the second the wrap-
per is plain

it appears that the pamphlet was printed late in june
or in july 1839 greene had sent copies back to quincy by
august 5 and the pamphlet includes a resume of a meeting
in cincinnati that he addressed june 24 1839 113

greene s facts is a fundamental source for it contains
primary documents relating to the mormon difficulties in
missouri as well as greene s own firsthand observations
the principal part of the pamphlet consists of the memorial
to the legislature of missouri signed by edward partridge
heber C kimball john taylor theodore turley isaac
morley george W harris john murdock and john M burk
december 10 1838 with a considerable number of annota-
tions by greene this memorial is a summary of the mor
mons experiences in missouri beginning with jackson county
and emphasizing of course their mistreatment at the hands
of the missouriansMissourians it was presented by john corrill to the
missouri house of representatives on december 19 1838
evoking considerable debate in the house 114 adding detail
and examples to the events summarized in the memorial
greene s annotations comprise 60 percent of the pamphlet
and include for instance joseph young s account of the
haun s mill massacre governor boggs s extermination or-
der general clarkdarkoark s november 6 1838 speech and the
petitions of caleb baldwin lyman wight joseph smith
alexander mcrae and hyrum smith to judge tompkins
march 15 1839 three or four years ago the original manu-
script of joseph young s account turned up among the effects
of evan M greene oldest son of john P greene and is
now owned by a private collector in california

item 48 csmhcsmi ctyacty CUBCU B DLC ICN ihi miu C
moshi MWA NN txdadf USIC whi

F D richards to phineas and wealthy richards quincy ill111iliiiilii 5
august 1839 MS UPB

HC 3238403238 40
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item 49 ctyacty ichi ihi MB MH NN mohi oclwhioc1whi
UPB USIC UU

50 john taylor
A short account of the murders roberiesrobberiesroberies sic burnings
thefts and other outrages committed by the mob and
militia of the state of missouri upon the latter day
saints the persecutions they have endured for their
religion and their banishment from that state by the
authorities thereof by john taylor elder of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints caption title

springfield ill111111.ililiiiii 1839.1839

8 ppap 225525.55.55555 cm

john taylor the third president of the church and
wilford woodruff left nauvoo august 8 1839 enroute to
their mission in the british isles at macomb illinois they
were joined by zebedee coltrin and there the brethren were
given a horse and a saddle on august 16 the three reached
springfield illinois where john taylor engaged the printing
of 1500 copies of his short account four days later elder
taylor sold the horse and saddle to pay the printer and
the three elders continued their journey eastward some of
the pamphlets were given to coltrin to sell the earnings
to be used to support mrs taylor and mrs woodruff while
their husbands were in europe 115

john taylor s pamphlet is important because it is the
statement of a participant a fact established in the opening
paragraph after outlining the election day fracas in gallatin
the pamphlet describes the encounter with adam black and
prints black s affidavit which john taylor claims he had
before him at the time of writing it further charges that
black himself incited anti mormon excitement because he
coveted mormon property the events leading up to the
destruction of the mormon colony at dewitt which john
taylor witnessed are related in detail after summarizing
the anti mormon activity in daviess county and the battle
at crooked river the pamphlet describes the haun s mill

315115 diary of wilford woodruff 8208 20 august 1839 MS USIC B H
roberts ute of john taylor salt lake city 1892 ppap 676967 69
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massacre the coming of the militia to far west the mormon
surrender and the subsequent depredations of the mob and
it concludes with general clarkdarkoark s speech to the far west
saints november 6 1838

A note at the end explains that the account was written
at the request of the editor of the st louis gazette but that
after he refused to print it john taylor elected to publish
it himself in pamphlet form

csmhcsmi MH USICus1c

51 parley parker pratt

history of the late persecution inflicted by the state of
missouri upon the mormonscormonsMormons in which ten thousand
american citizens were robbed plundered and driven
from the state and many others imprisoned martyredmartyred
&cac for their religion and all this by military force by
order of the executive by P P pratt minister of the
gospel written during eight months imprisonment
in that state

detroit dawson & bates printers 1839

v7va 8484ppappp 18618.6186186cmcm

for eight months following the surrender of the mormonscormons
at far west parley pratt languished in richmond and co-
lumbia jails before finally escaping on july 4 1839 during
this time he devoted himself to composing an account of the
mormon sufferings in missouri writing to his wife mary
ann pratt from columbia june 8 1839 parley explains

I1 am now finishing the journal of my life and sufferings
beginning where I1 left off when you took the writings away
with you last winter if I1 stay here long I1 want these
writings in order to prepare them and those I1 am now writ-
ing for publication I1 intend when I1 am set at liberty to
make the publication of my journal with the history of all
our sufferings the first business of my life for I1 intend the
world shall know the unparalleled proseedingsproceedingsproseedings of this
state for thank god I1 begin already to enjoy the liberty
to speak and write a priviledgeprivi ledge which relieves my full heart
like the steem blowing from an over charged boiler 116

parley pratt to mary ann pratt columbia 8 june 1838 MS USIC
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the writings mary ann pratt took away the preceding
winter were a part of the manuscript that parley and mary
ann smuggled out of richmond jail while she was staying
with him there As parley describes it inin the pamphlet appp
666866 68 the guards were aware of his writing and he feared
that they were about to search the cell and confiscate the
manuscript at this point mary ann and her six year old
daughter mary ann steamsstearns were ascending the ladder from
the dungeon below the cell when the trapdoor in the cell
floor fell hurting the child slightly and causing her to scream
and cry seizing the opportunity parley cried out to the
guards that his little girl was dreadfully injured and with
the manuscript secured under her dress and her daughter in
her arms mary ann pratt rushed past the baffled guards
amidst the wails of the injured child and the shouts of the
anxious parents

eight weeks after his escape parley left nauvoo for his
mission with the twelve apostles in england about the first
of october he reached detroit where he remained with his
parents for two weeks during this stay in detroit he pub-
lished his history of the late persecution bringing it out
of the press october 10 183185183918599 117

parley pratt was among the missouri saints expelled from
jackson county fought at crooked river and was one of
six church leaders taken captive at the surrender of the saints
at far west thus his history of the late persecution is in-
dispensable to a study of the missouri phase of mormonism

after a bit of editorializing in the preface appp iii v
the pamphlet takes up the mormon conflict in jackson county
at the destruction of the star office rehearses the events
leading up to the expulsion of the saints and touchingly
describes their exodus into clay county it then moves to
the celebration of the fourth of july 1838 at far west
which parlevparleybarlev describes approvingly and recounts the events
in caldwell and daviess counties which ended in the expul-
sion of saints from the state the pamphlet includes de-
tailed accounts of the treatment of the mormon prisoners
their trial before austin A king and parley s subsequent
prison experiences concluding with his harrowing escape from
columbia jail

TS 1 ijanuaryjanuary 1840431840 43 pratt autobiography ppap 32326323 26
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history of the late persecution was twice reprinted in
1840 in mexico new york as a forty page pamphlet under
the same title and in new york city as a hardback entitled
late persecution of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

ctyacty USIC

in november 1839 the first regular issue of the times
and seasons came off the press in nauvoo illinois marking
the beginning of what might be considered from a bibliograph-
ical point of view the nauvoo period of mormon history
november 1839 december 1847 this era witnessed a ver-
itable explosion of mormon writing that produced some of
mormondom s most fascinating books these books are the
subject of a subsequent article
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