
her body

stepping out of the tub
nancy waited
for the cloud to clear
then found a blue ring
at the bottom
of her pregnancy test

later she cruised
downtown like a foreigner
lookingjlooking for hap-
pinesspiness andndfoundfound
the clinic next door
to the takeouttakeout

one legal visit fixed
her up for good
her boyfriend even paid
for dinner that night
for her sixteenth
birthday not knowing

she had lost her
appetite no longer
wanted to touch
her steak she left it
cold on the table
not saying a word
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