
laie nights

hawaiian nights draw creatures forth
along the north shore by moon or streetlightstreetlight
huge toads hump across pavement to wet grass
oblivious of unseeing feet or the whir of tires
roof rats glide from daytime darkness
snaking from comer to comer
geckos dart across walls
spearing gnats and unwary mosquitoes
chortling their prizes to the world
like insecure comedians

but strangest are nightwalkersnightwalkers some in groups
like samoan boys strutting the streets
shouting and laughing at two AM
or couples leaning into each other like invalids
beachboundBeachbound itching for the grist of sandonsand on their backs

and the thief slipping through late night
solitary as a rainbow sliding bush to tree
down darkened streets feeling for
an open door loose jalousiesjealousiesjalous ies
adventure chills his fingers on the glass
amid snores from heavy sleepers

fixing all the shriek from a passing ambulance
freezes feet and faces while the red flash
flicks flared warnings into blackness
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