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FREDERICK S WILLIAMS and FREDERICK G WILLIAMS
from acorn to oak tree A personal history of the establishment and
first quarter development of the south american missions fullerton
calif et cetera 1987 390 ppap 19.951995

reviewed by mark L grover latin american studies librarian at Brigbrighamharn young
university

the tradition of honoring prominent religious figures with ecclesi-
astical or popular sainthood is an integral element of catholic latin
america though the monmormonmonnonnon church does not canonize mortals there
are mormon men and women in latin america honored with a kind of
respect and appreciation generally reserved for saints most commonly
they are early members and missionaries who made exceptional
sacrifices for the establishment and expansion of mormonism one such
couple is frederick S and corraine williams it is appropriate that
frederick now in his mid eighties has published with the assistance of
his son a personal history of his involvement in the first twentyfivetwenty five
years of the mormon church in south america

williams was one of the first missionaries sent to the newly opened
south american mission headquartered in buenos aires argentina and
served from 1925 29 under reinhold stoof the young and dynamic
mission president As a missionary williams saw the church grow
slowly but methodically during those early years as it switched from
having a majority of german speaking members to having a majority of
spanish and italian speaking members

after coming home to arizona getting married and working he
returned at the age of thirty as the second president of the argentine
mission 1938 42 during this time the mission was adversely affected
by the realities of pre world war 11II argentina that for the church
included visa difficulties conflicts with german speaking members
and occasional police interference in church activities

returning to the united states williams worked for the US state
department in the division of health and sanitations in venezuela and
uruguay at the age of thirty nine he again served the church as the first
president of the uruguay mission 1947 5511 it was in this delightful
south american country that williams influenced the development of a
somewhat different south american church one that saw rapid growth
and baptisms of members from a higher social class the growth and
development under his and others leadership was so significant that in
the late 1950s uruguay became the administrative center of the church
in south america after his release williams worked in peru and was
instrumental in opening the pacific nations of south america to mormon
missionaries
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this volume fits in the long and excellent latin american tradition
of the private publication ofpersonal memoirs As such the authors made
the determination of what to include and not an editor whose primary
interest is often the marketability of the volume in it are delightful
descriptions of missionary life and member activity copies of family
letters and quotes from personal blessings the authors do provide a
limited historical and cultural background of latin america that sets the
churchechurchs evolution in the context of the environment in which it
developed the book however is primarily a personal memoir of
williamss experiences in south america consequently important
events in the history of the church are discussed only if the williamseswilliamsenWilli amses
were involved the appendix includes valuable lists of converts and
missionaries along with biographical descriptions of early missionaries
members and presidents unfortunately the book includes several typo-
graphical and editorial errors that detract from the flow of the story

the authors have provided the church with an important document
of twentieth century history not only is it a discussion of an interesting
but neglected area of church history but the williamss have also
provided future historians with invaluable source materials for future
research furthermore the book will assist in understanding current
issues faced by the mormon church in latin america such as political
problems leadership development and cultural conflicts

KAREN LYNN DAVIDSON our latter day hymns the stories and
the messages salt lake city deseret book co 1988 ix 486 ppap
179517.951795

reviewed by michael hicks assistant professor of music at brigham young university

the apostle paul wrote that the saints should be filled with the
spirit speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
eph 519 we sometimes forget this hymnody is not only a prayer to

god it is a way of speaking to ourselves and because it is not always
obvious what we are saying to ourselves in our hymnody hymnbook
companions become necessary such works not only expound the hymns
but also tell their histories on the premise that a hymns origins may say
something about the people who sing it

the publication of a new latter day saint hymnbook in 1985 made
davidsons book necessary originally a general music committee
project undertaken in connection with the new hymnbook this book
attempts to appeal both to scholars and novices indeed anyone who
might ever sing an LDS hymn by and large it substantially improves


