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written in a staightforwardstraightforwardstaightforward readable such spiritual gifts as healing and
style often the authors have al-
lowed

speaking in tongues in the lives of
blackburn to speak for him-

self
women from kirtland days to the

through quotations from his present carol cornwall madsen ex-
ploresdiaries the book is further enriched the centrality of temple wor-
shipby several maps reproductions of its power and purpose in the

key documents and many photo-
graphs

spiritual lives of the first generation
by professional photogra-

pher
of mormon women 103 she pro-
posesgary B peterson and others that the meaning of the tem-
pledoris R dant remains unchanged for women

two articles focus on scrip-
tural definitions ofwomen melodie

sisters in spirit mormon women moench charles notes the diverse
in historical and cultural per-
spective

valuations of women as depicted
spective edited by maureen ursen-
bach

in the scriptures and presents her
beecher and lavina fielding opinion as to which valuations have

anderson university of illinois been selected by modem mormon
press 1987 paperback 1992 culturejoleneculture jolene edmunds rockwood

citing several LDS authorities liber-
ateswhen sisters in spirit first eve from the stigma of the sub-
jugationappeared it was one of only a and curses sometimes read

handful of scholarly works about into the garden of eden story in the
mormon women collectively as process she suggests that modemmodern
opposed to works focusing bio-
graphically

woman reappraise herself
on an individuals expe-

riences
the nine articles in sisters in

riences it also broke ground as the spirit offer significant though not
first scholarly book to discuss sev-
eral

definitive accounts As grethe ballif
cultural issues affecting the self peterson comments these work-

ingidentity of an american mormon definitions of priesthood are
woman those who missed sisters limited they come from only eight
in spirit in 1987 may want to take women though they echo concerns
advantage of this new printing heard from hundreds of women in
its articles are still basic to a discus-
sion

dozens of settings they are still
of mormon culture in process and very directly related
some of the articles seek to to individual experiences 268

clarify the present through the per-
spective

inherconclusion linda P wil-
coxspec tive of mormonismsMormonisms past jill also notes the workings ofdiver-
sitymulvay derr traces the rise and the the wideningtheologywidening theology con-
cerningfall and the signs of a rekindling heavenly mother which is

of communal sisterhood linda P developing is more of a folk or at
wilcox looks at the changing offi-
cial

least speculative theology than a
views of motherhood and their systematic development by theo-

logianseffects on womens feelings of or a set of definitive pro-
nouncementsinadequacy linda king newell nouncements from ecclesiastical

provides one view of the role of leaders for the moment mother in
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heaven can be almost whatever an recognize that mormon women in
individual mormon envisions her to the past were not as emancipated as
be 74 he supposes and he oversimplifies

these articles have stimulated the complex queries female latter
research and discussion both of day saints deal with today
which have been further fueled by yet he is willing to ask the hard
the diversity of mormon women questions about women in the
themselves mormon church past and present

doris R dant that some inside scholars might
shy away from foster at least gives
us a point from which to begin

women family and utopia com-
munal

a discussion
experiments of the shakers jessie embry

the oneida community and the
mormonscormonsMormons by lawrence foster
syracuse university press 1991 scriptural teachings of the prophet

joseph smith annotated by richard
gentilesrushgentiles rush in where saints galbraith deseret book 1993

fear to tread might be a good sum-
mary for lawrence fosters women before buying this hefty vol-

umefamily and utopia drawing on take a good look when I1 first
his research published in religion saw this books cover I1 was thrilled
and sexuality three american here 1JI thought is a new book dis-

cussingcommunal experiments of the joseph smiths teachings
nineteenth century new york about various scriptural topics in-

steadoxford university press 1981 and I1 was surprised to find a ver-
batimpreviously published articles foster reprinting of the familiar

looks at women in the shaker 1976 edition of joseph fielding
oneida and mormon communities smiths 1938 teachings of the
despite fosters efforts to provide a prophet joseph smith augmented
continuing thread to tie the theories with three brief additions one alter-

ationtogether the book still reads like and thousands of scripture
disconnected essays reference footnotes

the information is not all a those footnotes were gener-
atedrehash though foster updates the by computer searching a pro-
cedurechapters by including modem femi-

nist
that hits a few real gems but

jargon and trying to imagine also tons of unsifted scree some
how women of today would view footnotes lead the reader to specific
the positions of their sisters in the quotes but others are based on
past with respect to the mormonscormonsMormons single words or loose verbal or con-

ceptualhe believes that the church gave similarities I1 would have
women liberating opportunities in appreciated some indication of
the nineteenth century but is re-
pressive

which word or phrase is tied to each
today and he attempts to scripture reference how the less

analyze data according to that hy-
pothesis

obvious scriptures are pertinent to
pothesis foster however fails to the text or when one might believe


