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builds a careful case for obedience hole in the rock saga the final
to the living prophets based upon chapter our future safety is a
thorough research in church gov-
ernment

forceful coda the books central
and doctrine follow the theme is also reinforced by six land-

markliving prophet deals with such top-
ics

addresses provided in the ap-
pendixesas the responsibilities of the pre-

siding
pendixeses these addresses by

quorums inadministering and harold B lee spencer W kimball
governing the church succession J reubenreubenclarkclark marion GgromneyromneyGRgrodneyomney
in the presidency general confer-
ence

boyd K packer and gordon B

living oracles and the stan-
dard

hinckley comprise one fifth of
works and the principles of the volume

counsel and common consent other follow the living prophets is a
chapters trace patterns ofrevelationofrevelation valuable source book for all mem-

bersand apostasy and emphasize the cru-
cial

ofthe church it is a handbook
need for a listening ear for survival through obedience to

without being ponderous the those whom the lord has chosen
book handles weighty matters in and set in place
clear and inviting language that lucile C tate
serves to frame order and situate
abundant quotations from scripture
and from church leaders indeed lesmormonsbymassirnointrovignelesmormonsbymassimo introvigne
the authors intend that their own brepolsBrepols 1991
voices should recede so that those
of the brethren assume the fore-
ground

with their opinions influenced
it is more important to us bybypierrepierre benoittbenoltsbenoitsBenoltsoits somewhat histori-

calthat the reader know what they 1921 novel le lac salesamsaie many
teach and feel than what we think speakers of french have had a very
about the matter ix limited view of mormonism in les

this book weaves together a re-
markable

mormonscormonsMormons massimo introvigne ac-
knowledgescollection of statements there are widespread

from the prophets seers and reve and inaccurate perceptions of mor
latorsgators of the restored church the mons that attribute to them a poly-

gamousconsistency and unanimity of these lifestylelife style yet in our day he
statements is compelling I1 found states that his intent is to provide a
myself drawn especially to the factual and objective view of who
discussion of unanimity several the mormonscormons really are as well as a
pages 61 63 explicate the settled clear view of the origins and evolu-

tionand vital principle that all deci-
sions

of their church and religion
of the presiding quorums in addition to an apparent in

must be by the unanimous voice deithdepth exposure to a broad array of
of the same dacdagd&c 10727 written sources the author by his

using as its point of departure own claim made numerous trips to
the story of arabella smiths cour-
age

utah as well as to missouri meeting
and commitment during the with various mormon splinter
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groups active mormonscormonsMormons and anti
mormonscormonsMormons he states that he metwithmedwith
intellectual mormonscormons of all sorts

from the most liberal such as the
editors of dialogue to the most
conservative 9 after such a vari-
etyetyofpersonalofpersonal contacts butwithoutbut without
placing his scholars objectivity in
question the catholic writer does
speak of having established ties of
friendly rapportwithrapport with severalintelseveral intel-
lectual mormonscormonsMormons 9 these con-
tacts apparently helped the author
develop the books particularly ex-
tensive bibliography

introvigne cites mormonism in
his introduction as the most impor-
tant of the alternative religions
established during the past two hun
dreddredyearsyears he supports this conten-
tion by the extent and objectivity
of his coverage he has sections on
the doctrine and history of mor-
monism as well as an anthology of
mormon writings in addition he
provides an overview of mormon
fine arts with brief looks at archi-
tecturetecture sculpture painting litera-
ture and music he rounds out the
work with sections on the spiritual
lifestylelife style of mormonscormonsMormons a sociological
profile and a discussion ofthe orga-
nizationnization of the LDS community

readers of french who wish to
experience an objective assess-
ment of mormonism written by
a non mormon will enjoy les
mormonscormonsMormons probably the most in
depth and the least biased out-
siders viewpublished to date in the
french language
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