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edward geary is noted for the power and warmth of his
writing about utah country the proper edge of the sky will do
much to enhance that reputation it mixes geology geography
biology history and folklore into an engaging narrative that draws
the reader through the complex patchwork of geological and
human mountains canyons faults and monoclinesmonoclines that makes up
utahs high plateaus

properly speaking the high plateaus as geary points out are
a group of elevated tablelandstablelands that form the boundary between

the colorado plateau and the great basin 2 to those whose
spatial sense is informed more by highway tourist maps than geo-
logical charts the high plateaus stretch south from nephi utah to
the colorado river and east from sevier lake to the green river
they include chains of mountains built of uplifted horizontal
strata because the strata are more or less flat they are often not
sharp and jagged at their higher elevations but rather stretch into
expansive parks and tablelandstablelands As the late wallace stegner put
it these are not mountains at all but greatly elevated rolling
plains 8 the gunnison and wasatch plateaus stretch south to
nose into the pavantdavant fishlakefishlikeFishlake and thousand lake plateaus the
sevier aquarius and hurricane cliffs plateaus continue to where
they begin to break into the pink white and vermilion cliffs that
drop past the kanabcanab kaibab and kaiparowits plateaus to the
grand canyon of the colorado there is simply stated not a more
strange and beautiful country on earth
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the terms high plateau and colorado plateau were coined
by geographers to type the landformslandforms that stretch across the greater
part of utah but as geary so memorably relates the region is much
more than a maze of ancient bunions on the planets integument
the region was witness some twelve thousand years ago to an aged
columbian mammoth stricken with arthritis who wandered up
into a plateau far above his normal habitat and then wearied by his
exertions lay down to die his bones remained virtually intact until
the eighth day of the eighth month in 1988 when a backhoebackhon oper-
ator working on a reservoir dam dug into them 5

during the millennia since the mammoth died a procession
of human adventurers and explorers tracked the same country
finding the grace to forgive the region its hardness because they
were touched by its beauty there were spanish traders trappers
such as jedediah smith government explorers john C fremontfr6montfromont
and C E dutton writers like wallace stegner and ordinary
people mormonscormonsMormons italians greeks south slavs and finns who
made the place their home the voices of all are part of gearysgearas
high plateaus

settlers include folks from the sanpete bursting their buttons
at their hundredth hearing of the prayer of brother petersen a
dane who explained to god in time of drought ve vant a nice
yentle rain dat soaks down to de roots not like dat tunderbumpertunderbumper
you sent last summer and if you tink about it lord you vil see
dat it is a good ting for you as veilvellveli as us if ve dont get no crops
you dont get no tithings 127

among the stories are those from carbon county mining
camps of the perils faced by picture brides A young greek
woman after making her way painfully to the railroad siding of a
utah mining town was shocked to realize that the thin hook
nosed man approaching her was not the man whose picture she
held in her hand papakostispapakostasPapakostis her husband to be had sent his
handsome brothers picture instead of his own 229

perhaps not surprisingly the most powerful stories edward
geary spins from the high plateaus are those that come from his
own youth he remembers that during a visit to his grandma
ungerman 1I first developed a conscious admiration for country
women not grandma whose strength I1 took for granted but the
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handsome johansen girls whose father had discovered that
farm bred women can do anything men can do and had made
ranchers of his daughters 133 5434

to geary country women were no less women for doing farm
work he thought they looked plenty feminine in the pastel
summer dresses they wore to church and when he peeked
through the currant bushes and caught sight of them in their blue
jeans later in the day they still looked just fine the tart pulpy taste
of wild currants still brings back the sensation of peering through
the thick bushes hoping for a glimpse of the johansen girls 134

geary remembers that the vitality of these and other girls was
so intense that I1 occasionally find myself fantasizing that they still
exist just as they were then still riding horseback down farm lanes
or making nidge on the coal range on winter evenings or strolling
in their sunday dresses along dusty summer roads lined with
lombardy poplars in some country of the young from which
I1 alone have been exiled 135

though filled with history and lore the proper edge of the
sky is quite properly not a narrative history of the high plateau
country one sees little in this book of ethnic rivalry conflict
between miners and operators or misunderstandings between
the mormonscormons and others who peopled the region though
wonderfully informative and replete with carefully chosen obser-
vations of a broad range of the people who crossed here or settled
down the parts of this narrative that sing are the rosy memories
of a sensitive and intelligent mormon man recalling his youth
in huntington utah


