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investigator concerning the church volume closes with three appen-
dixesall too frequently the only offer-

ings
a chronological listing of

are anti mormon in tone and church presidents another of com-
pletedcontent some of them subtly temples and an interest-
ingso and are therefore very confus-

ing
selection of famous quotes

for a seeker looking for a bal-
anced

ranging from joseph smith to
view of a new religion this chieko okazaki

information gap is exactly what any weaknesses in the volume
the historical dictionary of mor-
monism

are minor such as the choice of a
fills best its small size is few photographs that are too dark

much less intimidating that the to be satisfactory without reserva-
tionfour volume encyclopedia of mor-

monism
I1 recommend the historical

new york macmillan dictionary ofmormonismof Mormonism to mem-
bers1992 and its price is more afford-

able
of the church and encourage

for public libraries them in the interest of missionary
davis bitton has done a great work and providing correct infor-

mationservice by providing an introduc-
tion

for investigators to recom-
mendto the history of the church or donate bittonsbittensBittons book to

and to its leaders and activities their local libraries
throughout the world an initial gary gillum
perusal of the volume may indicate
that the articles are similar to those
in the encyclopedia however bit-
ton presents the information from the radiant lnelife by truman R

a fresh perspective consistent with madsen bookcraft 1994

his lifelong ability to communicate
clearly and concisely whatever the madsen a master teacher seeks
topic his explanation of the moun-
tain

here to lead saints to a fuller spiri-
tualmeadows massacre the united life to stir in them a new atti-
tudeorder and the utah period of the about their thoughts and

church are the finest summaries actions this work is similar in
ive seen anywhere and the arti-
cles

style to his book the highest in Us

on feminism and the roles of bookcraft 1978 both are in-
tendedwomen exemplify bittonsbittensBittons clear for general readership and

understanding of current issues in are designed to uplift and inspire
the church highly readable the book con-

tainsA chronology precedes the dic-
tionary

a potent mixture of theory
listings 40 percent ofwhich anecdotes and solid doctrine based

are short biographies of leaders on scripture A chapter on the sab-
bathand prominent members of the draws heavily from madsensmaddensMadsens

church immediately following knowledge of jewish tradition and
the main body of the book is a fur-
ther

from his time spent in the holy
hallmark of bittonsbittensBittons exacting land his discussion on forgiveness

scholarship an excellent bibliog-
raphy

will prove to be genuinely helpful
representing his years of for those seeking forgiveness as

research in church history the well as those seeking to forgive
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while madsensmaddensMadsens training in phi-
losophy

muslims are respected for their
is evident in the chapter devotion to monotheism other

on light the philosophical theory christians are not disparaged
is enlightening and not overwhelm-
ing

catholicism we are told rejects
in the chapter on human nothing that is good and true but

anguish and divine love madsen the pope does not agree that every-
thingguides readers through the philo-

sophical
is equal not for him the

theories of good and evil fashionable relativism of the 1990s
and leaves them with a greater under-
standing

buddhism for example he pro-
nouncesof the mortal experience essentially escapist and

madsensmaddensMadsens insight into the pur-
poses

atheistic the popes duty he says

of gospel principles inspires is to proclaim christ
a respect for his testimony his abil-
ity

some catholic feminist and
to teach and his knowledge of proabortionproabortion groups to judge from

the gospel he serves as an exam-
ple

their public pronouncements and
of a radiant life demands cannot be happy with

jennifer hurlbut his emphatic answer to questions
about abortion legalization of
abortion is

none other than the authoriza-
tioncrossing the threshold of hope given to an adult with the

by his holiness john paul II11 approval of an established law
alfred A knopf 1994 to take the lives of children yet

unborn and thus incapable of
defending themselves it isA happy combination of ques-

tion
not possible to speak of the

and answer this book has right to choose when a clear
been a best seller we get a sense moral evil is involved when
of informality as vittorio messori what is at stake is the command-

mentchosen because of his previous do not kill 205

writing and because he is a the conclusion which provides
believer asks the questions and the title for the book is a discus-

sionjohn paul 11II answers in words of the biblical expression be
intended to be understood not afraid the power of christs

always articulate the pope cross and resurrection is greater
responds to questions one by one than any evil which man could or
how does the pope pray if god sbouldfearshould rearfearreaf 219 the gospel is
exists why is he hiding why so demanding but christ reveals that
many religions the pope often his demands never exceed mans
refers to the declarations of vati-
can

abilities223abilities 223
11II which he defends as a although latter day saints will

great gift to the church to all naturally sift and recognize where
those who took part in it to the their answers would agree and
entire human family and to each where they might vary those not
of us individually 157 of the catholic faith can find inspi-

rationA spirit of reaching out of dia-
logue

in the popes words
breathes through these pages davis bitton


