
brief notices

the story ofoftleoftbethe book of abra-
ham

for everyone the overall presenta-
tionmummies manuscripts is balanced and engaging peter-
sonand mormonism bybyhH donl creates a work that explains

peterson deseret book 1995 past discoveries and points the
way for further exploration

like a wagon train scout of the david K geilman
american west H donl peterson
has gone before us and done much
of the work in tracing the history of plain and precious truthsthe book of abraham in the story

restored the doctrinal and his-
toricalof the book ofabrahamof abraham he has pro-

vided
significance of ththe ejosephjoseph

a guidebook for those who fol-
low smith translation edited by

writing for both the first time robert L millet and robertjrobertirobert Jtraveler and the seasoned veteran matthews bookcraft 1995peterson gives the general lay of
the land as well as indicates points in this collection of papers pre-

sentedof for new territorydeparture at the 1995 BYU sympo-
siumwith an open and candid style As translated correctly

he includes informa-
tion

background participants emphasize the value
ancient near eastern cul-

ture
on of the joseph smith translation
copious notes and precise JST and its relationship to the

details of his research he also adds standard works much of this infor-
mationmany of his personal insights opin-

ions
will be new to most readers

questions and stories about elder dallin H oaks warns
the book of abraham the story against the spiritual dangers of
ofoftbeoftlethe book ofabrahamof abraham reads like ignoring or neglecting the pro-

phetica personal notebook that not only teachings in the JST and
allows us to leamlearn what the explorer advocates its use in personal scrip-

turehas learned but also lets us see the study church teaching and
man behind the work H donl scholarship 4
petersons love of the gospel the larry E dahl shows that 50 per-

centscriptures and his research area of the revelations in the doc-
trinecan be felt throughout the book and covenants came as a

at times the details may be a bit direct result of the bible transla-
tionoverwhelming for the general read-

er
this relationship is displayed

and the background might seem in a detailed chronology
elementary to those acquainted thomas E sherry contrasts the
with the field but these elements LDS and RLDS views of the JST
work together to produce a book while the RLDS church has moved
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away from foundational beliefs nothing however gerhard may
regarding the JST the LDS church also emphasizes the interplay be-

tweenhas become progressively more ideas about creation and
committed to them many early other facets of theology the key
LDS church members saw the players in the debates are philoso-

phersinspired version as a divinely theologians and clerics
guided yet unauthorized publi-
cation

in the second century AD
mainly because of its in-

completeness
many christian doctrines were

however since the unsettled even gods omnipo-
tence1950s scholars primarily robert J and the question of whether

matthews have compared the pub-
lished

he existed alone or in company
inspired version with the with other gods were debated

manuscripts and verified its in-
tegrity

was the creator the supreme god
tegrity furthermore the LDS edi-
tion

or a lesser god would an omni-
potentof the bible the standard god create evil similar

bible of the church includes JST debates concerned the nature of
references and excerpts creation are man and the cosmos

robert J matthews discusses evil or good could matter be eter-
nalthe eternal worth of the JST as well without itself possessing god-
hoodas its role in the restoration he if matter is eternal isnt

answers questions regarding the god merely an artist each of
use completion and translation of these issues impacted on the doc-

trinethe JST matthews asserts that a of creation
knowledge of the JST will increase christian gnosticsagnostics under the
the perception of the nature of leadership of basilides advanced
scripture of the nature of revela-
tion

the concept of creation out of noth-
ingand of the value of reading in a form that closely resem-
bledscripture to obtain revelation from the doctrine later adopted

god 5838 by the mainline church gnostic
ideas about creation however con-
tained

michelyn lyster
other elements that were

offensive to a majority of church
leaders shortly before AD 200 an

creaticcreatio ex nichilonihilo the doctrine orthodox approach to creatiocreatic ex
of creation out of nothing in nihilonichilo was initiated by theophilus
early christian thoughtTbought by ger-
hard

of antioch and was expanded
may T & T clarkdarkoark 1994 upon by bishop irenaeus of lyons

irenaeus refuted gnostic philoso-
phythe original german text of this with clear simple statements

book appeared in 1978 with the title about god and his powers but
scheirSchopScheipscoopschopfungscheipfungrungfungrune aus dem lichtsnichts die joined theophilus and the gnos
entstehungentstebung der lebrelehre von der cre ticsbics to proclaim that god created
atio ex nichilonihilo only minor changes earth and the cosmos out of noth-

ingoccur in the english text the thesis with the blessing of ortho-
doxyfocuses on the origin and roots the doctrine spread quickly

of the doctrine of creation out of throughout the church


