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much of todays visual experience is vicarious mediated
through films television videos and reproduced photographs in
printed materials visual images reproduced in media as a source
of information are both entertaining and enlightening often pro-
viding multiple layers of information particularly when coupled
with text material such as a caption the viewers experience of
the image may be informed as much by the caption as by the
details within the image itself roland barthes a cultural historian
argues that the text may simply amplify a set of connotations
already given in the visual image or it may produce an entirely new
significance that is retroactively projected into the image so much
so as to appear denoted there 1

thus a portrait of a woman and a small baby painted in the
primitive style looks simple and unimportant in images of faith
until one reads the caption phoebe carter woodruff and son
joseph the portrait held special significance for the woodruffswoodruffe
to them young joseph was a covenant child because he was their
first child born after they were sealed in the nauvoo temple less
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than a year later little joseph died at winter quarters 8 suddenly
the visual image becomes an artifact charged with both historical
and emotional significance consequently the portrait has value not
only for its artistic merits but also for the viewers associations with
the thing it pictures nothing could be more true than barthessbarthelsBarthess
observations for the visual images presented in these three out-
standing books which express very different points of view

I1

utilizing hundreds of historic photographs william W slaugh-
ters life in zion is a successful attempt to create a family photo-
graphic album for the institutional church format and content
lead the viewer on a visual tour of the mormon past covering the
period of 1820 to 1995 slaughters choice of images coupled with
the captions give us a point of view that represents an intimate
look at the latter day saints one spends time with some old famil-
iar friends as well as some new ones

it is virtually impossible to reproduce a significant collection
of latter day saint images from the nineteenth century that has not
been previously published given the relatively small collection of
photographs of church leaders and historic sites from this period
images ofjoseph and emma smith eliza R snow alexander doni-
phan palmyra kirtland nauvoo and salt lake city found in the
pages of this work are well known to many latter day saints yet
slaughter unearthsunearths some remarkable images that previously had
not seen the light of day in the twentieth century the 1856 image
of fort bridger 28 is fascinating a remarkable find

additionally two images placed on the same page apparently
taken during the same year 18601860 are most interesting the first
photograph is of nineteen year old joseph C rich as he began his
first mission and the second photograph is of sixteen year old ann
eliza hunter the caption brings the two images together inform-
ing the reader that the two young people married nine years later
42 one would expect such discoveries from the photographic

archivist for the church of jesus christ of latter day saints for he
has spent years helping patrons identify photographs in the
church collection there are many more hidden treasures in this
book making it an important contribution to latter day saint vi-
sual history
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life in zion is divided into five chapters covering specific
periods of church history the first basically covers the joseph
smith period ending when the saints made their departure from
nauvoo in 1846 the second reflects brigham youngs administra-
tion the third covers the administrations of john taylor wilford
woodruff and lorenzo snow and the fourth treats the administra-
tions ofjoseph FE smith and heberheberjheberdJ grant the remaining church
presidents terms of service are included in the final chapter

unlike the earlier periods in church history the time periods
covered in the last three chapters have much larger collection of
latter day saint related photographic images particularly those
of individuals and families and those from settlements and growth
areas beyond salt lake city some of the classic views are present
like the sacrament service in the ephraim tabernacle about 1900
104 but many images appear in print here for the first time

in particular the last chapter is a whoschos who of employees in
the historical department of the church where slaughter works
readers who have done research in the church archives may recog-
nize these people but for those who do not the images are still

important because they represent the growth of the modem church
additionally because this section includes many images that

are taken by nonprofessional photographers it looks more like a

personal photo album than do the earlier chapters and gives the
reader a familiar yet original view of the latter day saint experi-
ence photographs of regular people from around the worldwide
church like the view of the missionaries in the california san
jose mission in october 1983 177 lend personality and a sense
of intimacy to the work

in an effort to present historic photographs in an interesting
manner slaughter gives us an image and then some contempora-
neous source diary letter or autobiography that brings the image
to life thereby layering the information from text and image 2

among the small group of photographic historians interested in
the latter day saints such sharing of photographic images and
design elements has yielded wonderful fruits and this is one of the
best to date when he cannot provide such a gem as a contempo-
raneous source document slaughter gives us some basic informa-
tion about the individuals or place shown
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missionaries inm the Calicailcaliforniafomia san jose mission october 1983 left to
righttight elders steven H moore randy barney brian A coleman scott R

christensen yotinbotin tanomartTanomart representative of several informal shots in
life in zion courtesy scott christensen

deseret book is to be congratulated on the fine quality of this
publication they provided the author with quality paper to show-
case these important documents of the past some of the images are
crystal clear perhaps because slaughter due to his employment
was able to assure quality control on the reproduction of some of
these images by eliminating one step in the reproduction process
when he provided original photographs to the publisher other pho-
tographstographs however are not sized carefully or are second generation
images and thus on occasion appear blurred or out of focus

slaughters work is a model of the documentation that is
required when an author uses any type of sources holographic or
published secondary sources including photographs the LDS

historical community could learn from his work unless historians
begin to take photographic documents as seriously they do writ-
ten ones latter day saint historical activities associated with visual
documents will fall below the professional standards being set in
the larger historical community
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slaughter provides an important window to the past his pro-
fessionalfess ional expertise and knack of identifying interesting photo-
graphs is no better evidenced than in this exceptional effort it
represents another important step in utilizing historic photo-
graphs in a responsible way there are so many wonderful images
in this book that provide an intimate look at the latter day saints
that life in zion should become an important resource for histori-
ans a visual library 3

nH
the mission is also a photographic work recently released

but this time by a large national publisher who hopes that sales
will go beyond the mormon market according to promotional
material by the publisher it is an extraordinary look by a team of
international photojournalistsphotojournalists at the customs culture and spirit
of the people of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints 4 it
reminds one of the popular photographic series A day in the life
in which professional photojournalistsphotojournalists spread out across a coun-
try state or city and in a twenty four hour period photographed
everything from a hospital delivery room early in the morning to a
mechanic working on a truck in a garage late at night in the case
of the mission the photojournalistsphoto journalists spent one year journeying to
six continents to capture the latter day saint story unlike life in
zion which utilizes historic photographs found in archives this
collection presents many never before seen recent color photo-
graphs that do not require the daunting task of identifying photog-
rapher location and dates

joseph walker communications director at geneva steel
corporation and the editor of pioneer a magazine for the national
society of the sons of utah pioneers wrote the captions because
walker is a latter day saint the photographs taken by photogra-
phers who are not LDS are placed in the context of a believers
understanding of what the images mean this is not the first time
a non LDS photographic effort has been supplemented by the
writing of practicing latter day saints for an audience larger than
the church 5

this book is a perfect example of a publishers efforts to use
layers of information to lead the viewer to specific conclusions in
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this case respect for the personal lives of the members of the
church and for the institutional church itself text and photo-
graphs are often tied together although some are tied only by asso-
ciation with their placement in a section

some of the images included in the mission are absolutely
moving to me the two photographs of emmitt young a black
convert from los angeles are among the most dramatic of the
book 66 67 for longtimelong time members of the church in the united
states the book vividly reminds them that the church has truly
become international and multiculturalmulticultural particularly touching are
the images of black saints in the dominican republic 5434 a fili-
pino branch president in the streets of manila 26 a native amer-
ican convert in her scrub oak leantolean to 24 a samoan schoolteacher
in his lavalavalavalava 49 a chinese missionary serving in the united
states 102 a young kenyan convert being confirmed 117 and
two young peruvian children climbing a hill 125

the organization of the book presents a rather insightful look
at modern latter day saint culture the mission reveals the con-
tours of latter day saint life in a visual way that few other books
have done three basic divisions families are forever A new
church for a new land and spreading the word are each
divided into smaller sections that also feature several essays pro-
viding depth to the subject unlike the single photographic images
provided in many books the theme of each section is enhanced by
related images of the same people

certainly the life story of nine million latter day saints living
in thousands of communities cannot be adequately portrayed in a
book of 226 pages yet there is something pleasing with this work
that reveals the heart of latter day saint life by detailing such
events as death marriage baptism teaching recreation public
and private worship and most importantly service to family com-
munity country and world again as in most publications little
errors find their way into this lavishly illustrated publication for
example wilford woodruffswoodruffe name is once misspelled 5

an added bonus in this oversized book is two essays written
by two observers of the latter day saint community one an insider
and the other an outsider president gordon B hinckleysHinckleys intro-
duction is personable and provides a non latter day saint audience
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a view of the churchechurchs beliefs roger rosenblattsrosenblatttRosenb latts tribute to his
mormon high school english teacher in new york is a fitting addi-
tion to a book that leaves empty spaces between the photographs
allowing personal reflections of those who open the book to com-
municatemunicate something that no text can tell

111ililii
finally images of baithfaith is a team effort by the staff at the

museum of church history and art in salt lake city richard G
oman and robert 0 davis senior curators at the museum are pri-
marily responsible for selecting the artworksartworks and preparing the
essays that highlight the latter day saint art tradition museum
director glen M leonard served as general editor of the project
and wrote a brief introduction

deseret book deserves recognition again for the quality of
this publication the oversized book allows the visual images to
assume a more natural appearance the paper quality enhances
the items selected for inclusion in this publication

the book is divided into five chapters covering different peri-
ods of artistic expression among the latter day saints ending the
book with a chapter on twentieth century international folk art
was a strong natural move visually and textually demonstrating
that the saints throughout the world enrich the cultural and spiri-
tual aspects of the church with the publication of this work
many people can become familiar with these rich museum trea-
sures and with the people whose talents make life a little more
interesting in zion

of course the book highlights only a portion of latter day
saint art and of those individuals who have contributed to our
artistic heritage talented individuals like nineteenth century
daguerreotypist marsena cannon and twentieth century artist wal-
ter rane are not represented hopefully many more volumes de-
tailing other deserving artists will appear in the future

the visual story of the church and its people is too large too
important and too pervasive to be treated adequately from any sin-
gle point of view yet through these artists creative vision and
interpretation of their experience the reader can catch the spirit
of nineteenth and twentieth century latter day saint life history
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and culture those willing to steal a few minutes or a few hours
from their busy schedules will be richly rewarded as they ponder
over these treasures of the past and present so beautifully pre-
sented in images of faith
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