
journal of the branch of the church of
christ in pontiac 1834 hyrum
smiths division ofofzionszions camp
craig K manscill

on april 211834 hyrum smith and lyman wight set out from kirt-
land ohio for pontiac michigan to recruit volunteers for the march of
zion s camp their objective was to lead their recruits on a six hundred
mile march to a prearranged rendezvous with joseph smiths kirtland divi-
sion in missouri typically scholarly treatments of the march of zions
camp have focused on the accounts of the kirtland ohio legion while
overlooking the hyrum smith lyman wight division of zion s camp yet

hyrum s group when compared with joseph s command demonstrated a

similarly significant commitment to addressing the needs of their fellow
saints in missouri in addition a study of the smith wight division offers
new and insightful details about the recruitment organization and march
of this ecclesiastical militia

zion s camp arose as a result of an earlier conflict between the latter
day saints of independence jackson county missouri and the original
settlers oftheodtheof the region members oftheodtheof the church began migrating to indepen-
dence when it was designated as the center place ofzion in 1831 dacd&c 571 4
the saints were never accepted by the old settlers who judged the mor
mons to be self righteous fanatics abolitionists and knaves laying claim to
jackson county as a land divinely chosen just for them 1 in return the
saints viewed the original residents as irreligious lazy and immoral

these differences provoked a violent confrontation between the two
groups in independence during the summer and fall of 1833 which eventu-
ated in the forced expulsion of twelve hundred saints from their homes
and land at the hands of vigilante mobs the following winter crossing the
missouri river the saints found temporary refuge and sympathy from
missouriansMissour ians to the north in clay county 2 church leaders petitioned mis-
souri governor daniel dunklin to remedy their losses but the request for
help did little good however R W wells the attorney general of mis-
souri informed the legal counsel of the church that governor dunklin
pledged to use militia and state arms to restore the mormonscormons to their lands
iftheyintheyif they could raise a sufficient force to maintain the peace after their return
the communication further stated that these conditions were contingent
upon a formal application to the governor which he could accept at his
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own discretion 3 this tenuous pledge gave the exiled saints hope and was
one of the primary reasons for the organization ofofzionszions camp 4

early in january 1834 church leaders in clay county sent parley P
pratt and lyman wight to kirtland to apprise the prophet joseph of the
plight of the missouri saints 5 fighting the harsh winter elements these
two volunteers began their journey on january 12 and traversed nearly a

thousand miles in forty days arriving in kirtland on february 21 1834

three days later the messengers reported to the newly organized kirtland
high council the devastation and expulsion oftheodtheof the missouri saints oftheirof their
kirtland brethren they queried when and how and by what means zion
was to be redeemed from her enemies the minutes of the high council
meeting report the response

brother joseph then arose and said that he was going to zion to assist in
redeeming it he called for the voice of the council to sanction his going
which was given without a dissenting voice he then called for volunteers to
go with him when some thirty or forty volunteered to go who were present
at the council joseph smith jun was nominated to be the commander
inhiefin chiefoftheof the armies of israel and the leader of those who volunteered to go
and assist in the redemption of zion the nomination was seconded and car
ried by the vote of all present 6

later that day the prophet joseph received the will of the lord by way
of a revelation and commandment about how to act in the discharge of
your duties concerning the salvation and redemption of your brethren
who have been scattered on the land of zion dacd&c 1031 to fulfill his
charge joseph was instructed to take from the strength of my house be-
tween one and five hundred of my young men and the middle aged

dacd&c 10322 the volunteers were to be enlisted from the various branches
of israel and gathered by four sets of missionary recruiters joseph smith
and parley P pratt lyman wight and sidney rigdon hyrum smith and
frederick G williams and orson hyde and orson pratt dacd&c 10330 40
this was the inception of zion s camp one of the most unusual and im-
portant chapters in church history

the purpose of the volunteer enlisteesenlistees was to reclaim the lands of the
dispossessed saints in jackson county in addition they were to render
assistance to the saints in the form of supplies and to show support to the
suffering church members harbored in clay county 7 the recruits might
be required to give more than supplies and assistance however one reve-
lation to the prophet joseph detailed that the redemption ofzionofzion and the
avenging of the lord s enemies could require even the laying down of one s

life for the sake of the lord and zion dacd&c 10115 43435858 As details of the
camp began to take shape it was decided to muster in two places kirtland
ohio and pontiac michigan 8 joseph smith was to lead the kirtland division
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and his older brother hyrum smith with lyman wight were to head up
the pontiac section

over the next ten weeks members of the church and the recruiters set
about obtaining volunteers supplies and the financial means to support
the march ofofzionszions camp the recruiters travels and the general church s

efforts covered most of the states in the northeastern part of the country 9

although success varied among the recruiters their total effort barely mea-
sured up to the number of recruits that the lord had required in the reve-
lation organizing the camp 10 at the designated time of mustering in
kirtland approximately 120 volunteers gathered with joseph and nearly
igo190190 had been collected still joseph was not discouraged and he pressed
forward in his plans to redeem the saints on the western border

on april 141834 while assembling his own division joseph directed
hyrum smith and lyman wight to go west to gather additional recruits
and lead them to missouri 11 since hyrum and lyman had served prose
lytinglating missions to pontiac michigan in 1831 they were acquainted with the
pontiac saints and familiar with the route of travel from pontiac to inde-
pendencependence instructed to move through ohio and then swing north to the
saints oftheodtheof the huron branch in pontiac 12 the missionary pair was to gather
up as many men as possible and bring them to the allred branch on the
salt river near paris monroe county missouri the rendezvous point
the first ofjuneofjune was the target date for arrival 13 the company reaching the
rendezvous point first was to wait for the other before proceeding on to
jackson county

the church at pontiac

the emergence and growth of the church in pontiac is credited to
almira mack and lucy mack smith lucysbucys brother stephen mack moved
from tunbridge vermont to detroit michigan in 1807 and then settled in
pontiac twenty six miles north of detroit in 1818 14 almira mack 15 the
youngest of stephens twelve children left pontiac to visit her aunt lucy in
manchester newyork in may 1830 on hearing the message oftheodtheof the restora-
tion she received baptism into the church 16 in 1831 almira moved to
kirtland ohio with the smiths

on june 7 1831 hyrum smith john murdock lyman wight and
john corrill were commanded by revelation to journey to missouri by the
way of detroit 17 almira mack and lucy smith accompanied hyrum on
this mission as far as pontiac in order to visit the macks the missionary
efforts in michigan proved fruitless for hyrum and his companions leav-
ing lucy with the mack family the four missionaries left michigan and
traveled in a southwesterly direction preaching as they journeyed toward
independence missouri 18
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lucy remained in pontiac for four weeks she and almira were enthu-
siastic about the new religion and lucy never missed an opportunity to
advance it 19 among others lucy introduced the gospel to her sisterinsister in
law temperance mack 20 lucy won the hearts of many but not all in one
biting exchange with the minister of the local congregational church the
reverend isaac W ruggles lucy warned that within three years her son
joseph would have a third ofhisochisofhis church including the deacon 21 two years
later the prophet made good on lucy s promise when he dispatched jared
carter and joseph wood to pontiac for missionary service they arrived
january 71833 and within several weeks the reverend ruggles lost his first
deacon samuel bent 22 and seventy members of his flock to the saints 23

the church achieved a stronghold in pontiac with samuel bent presiding
over the branch 24

on april 212118341834 hyrum smith and lyman wight began their recruit
ing mission to pontiac traveling with a team of horses and one light
wagon they left kirtland heading west while visiting the churches and
ascertaining what they would do for the brethren in missouri 225 see their
route on map on page 172 their first stop was in florence ohio where
they got recruits for joseph s division 26 after a short stay in florence they
moved on to pontiac michigan where they called on the saints of the
huron branch

fifteen members of the huron branch responded to the call and vol-
unteeredunteered to join the camp ofofzionzion nine men three women and three
children 27 with the exception of charlotte alvord who traveled without
husband or parents the women and children joined the camp in order to
be with their husbands and parents and to settle in zion once the saints
were reestablished on their land 2821 adding hyrum smith and lyman wight
from kirtland and charles C rich who joined the camp in illinois the
number traveling with the camp was eighteen the youngest in camp was
nine year old george fordham and the oldest was fifty six year oldoid
samuel bent

the march of the pontiac saints

the company only a fraction the size oftheodtheof the kirtland division left pon-
tiac on may 5 1834 the same day the prophet joseph smith left kirtland
with the larger party of zion s camp elijah fordham recorded that the
pontiac camp traveled with two light wagons two span of horses and
one tenttent29321329121 the small camp was formally organized on the second day of
the march hyrum aware of the revelation received on february 242418341834
in kirtland knew how he should act in the discharge dacd&c 1031 of his
duty as leader and organized the camp after the ancient pattern established
by moses for the camp of israel ex 1321 deutbeut 115 hyrum smith and
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samuel bent were appointed moderators and lyman wight was appointed
steward over the provisions the duties of tent pitchers woodchoppers
teamsters and water carriers were divided among the other men elijah
fordham in addition to acting as a tent pitcher accepted the duty to serve
as company historian and keep the official journal 30 prayers were to be
held each morning and evening and the sabbath was to be observed with
meetings and rest

A significant feature of the trek was hyrum smiths designation of
campsite names for places where they rested during the first days of the
march A number of sites received biblical names such as engedi ai and
epahapah 31 these camp names often reflected events during the march or
expressed sentiments about the day for example on may 8 one horse had
thrown a shoe it rained much of the night the cooking took too long and
the horses wandered away from camp accordingly the following morn-
ing hyrum dubbed the camp ai with the explanation for we sustained
loss 30311333332 the name of the old testament city ai means heap or ruin 01331133313333 in
biblical times the israelites had burned the city killed everyone and made
it into a heap josh 8

elijah Fordfordhamharnss account oftheodtheof the pontiac march rarely refers to the com-
pany s private affairs and contains little evidence of any bickering joseph s

group conversely was plagued by dissent in fact according to the pontiac
journal this march was executed with almost military precision lyman
wight s previous military experience as a militia member during the war of
1812 and hyrum smithssmitis meticulous attention to detail undoubtedly helped
to make the march more efficient 3431 the makeup of the camp also had
something to do with the ease of movement the group was small and eas-
ily managed and most members of the camp were well acquainted with
each other due to their previous association in the church

the inherent hardship of trail travel was coupled with the monoto-
nous routine of daily camp life over the course of the journey to missouri
the group averaged between twenty and thirty miles a day in a southwest-
erly direction the march took thirty eight days including seven days of
no travel teamsters rode in the two wagons and everyone else walked the
six hundred mile route lyman wight walked the entire distance barefoot
fourteen yearyea oldrooid lyman 0 littlefield later wrote that the whole com-
pany walked almost the entire distance as the teams were too heavily
loaded to admit of our riding littlefield pointed out that the travelers
endured this discomfort with little complaining 35 members of the camp
from time to time also experienced ill health the ague a malaria like
malady affected several along the trail the sick were attended to with
priesthood blessings and all arrived safe and healthy in missouri
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despite the overall favorable circumstances of travel nine days into
the march on may 13 a small altercation occurred camp members com-
plained that brother and sister houghton one of two married couples on
the trek had not done their camp duty and some grumbling and hard
feelings were expressed hyrum warned them of the consequences of the
dispute and afterward everyone felt humble and forgave each other of ill

feelings 36 the timely resolution to this problem reflects well on hyrumshyrams
leadership lyman 0 littlefield recalled years later that our company had
already learned to love and honor hyrum smith because of his dignified
and upright course and correct teachings 31371137303737

while the company marched under the leadership of hyrum smith
lyman wight was often gone looking for recruits on may 27 for example
wight rode five miles out of his way to hold a meeting with persons who
might be persuaded to join the expedition these recruiting efforts were so

persuasive that they nearly convinced hosea stout who was not yet a

member of the church to join the brigade stout who joined the church
in 1838 later wrote the effect of their preaching was powerful on me &

when I1 considered that they were going up to zion to fight for their lost
inheritances under the special directions of god it was all that I1 could do to
refrain from going 31381138013838 the pontiac journal indicates that wights recruit-
ment excursions met with success however when an important recruit
was obtained from the effort charles coulson rich 39 the twenty four
year old rich a two year convert and future apostle joined the company
at pekin illinois where he had lived for the previous ten years

by june 2 the company had proceeded to within fifty miles of quincy
illinois on the mississippi river two days later the party arrived at the
junction of the quincy road and what fordham called the mormon
road 40 and they reached quincy the following day fordham described this
thriving commercial center as a considerable place of about 7070 houses
2 inns 9 stores and an open square in the center which looks well 41

on the afternoon of june 5 the company ferried across the mississippi
described as being about a mile wide at this place full of islands and a
strong current and water riley 42 after the crossing they traveled south-
westward toward the prearranged rendezvous point on the salt river three
days later on june 8 hyrum s company reached its destination and discov-
ered that the brethren josephs company had arrived the night before 01431143714343

hyrum smith s company combined with JosjosephjosephsephsepEss totaled 205 male
volunteers plus eighteen women and children at the salt river

joseph completely reorganized the expedition into companies of ten men
each the camp elected the prophet once more as the commander in chief
but lyman wight was elected as the general of the camp second in com-
mand to joseph on the basis ofhisochisofhis war of1812of 1812 experience joseph also chose
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two companies of ten men each to serve as his lifeguard his brother
hyrum became captain ofthisorthisof this personal bodyguard and until the conclusion
of the expedition members of this guard were always at josephs side to pro-
tect him 44

the results ofofzionszions camp

the unforeseen proceedings ofofzionszions camp after their arrival in mis-
souri ultimately led to the discharge of the volunteers on july 3318341834 these
events are familiar to students of church history the withdrawal of
promised military support by governor dunklin 45 the june 16 confronta-
tion at a meeting in liberty of the jackson county delegates and the saints
and the aborted battle at fishing river on june 19 additionally a cholera
epidemic left fourteen dead and the saints failed to receive redress follow-
ing their petitions to the missouri state government finally on june 22

the fishing river revelation announced that zion would not be redeemed
at this time and that the volunteers ofzion s camp were no longer required
to fight the battles of zion dacDd&cac&c 10514

although it might appear to have been an aborted enterprise the affir-
mative outcome ofzion s camp can be measured in a number ofwaysofways the
prophet joseph formalized the church on the frontier by organizing a stake
in missouri with leaders and a high council furthermore the venture
helped church members in clay county and elsewhere in missouri realize
the concern of the church for their welfare but the primary effect of the
expedition centered on its impact on the lives of its participants for most
of the members of the camp the trek had been a test of their mettle by
uncommon trial a winnowing that forged the future leadership of the
church zion s camp was designed to to prove them worthy in the flesh of
the great calling whereunto they were called in the eternal councils 73461146774646 wil-
ford woodrufflaterwoodruffWoodrufflaterlater proclaimed the enduring effects ofzionsof Zions camp

we gained an experience that we never could have gained in any other
way we had the privilege of beholding the face of the prophet and we had
the privilege oftravellingof travelling a thousand miles with him and seeing the workings
of the spirit of god with him and the revelations of jesus christ unto him
and the fulfilmentfulfillment of those revelations had I1 not gone up with zion s

camp I1 should not have been here to day and I1 presume that would have
been the case with many others in this territory 47

in the larger scheme of the venture the story of the pontiac michigan
company helps to complete the remarkable story ofzion s camp the day
by day account of the march from michigan to the salt river in missouri
is contained in the following pages these thirty eight journal entries
recorded by camp historian elijah fordham provide noteworthy details
about the recruitment organization and march of the camp secondarily
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fordhamsFordhams description of the vast prairie of the american frontier and
practical advice for the traveler recorded with wit and wisdom add fresh
insight that situates zions camp in the context of ofamericanamerican history

previously unpublished in complete form the journal of the pontiac
branch kept by elijah fordham is found in the archives division of the
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
in salt lake city utah 48 this account has been transcribed with as little
editing as possible to preserve the character of the text capitalization
grammar and spelling have been retained in the case where handwriting
is illegible where the page has been torn or where words have been intro-
duced for clarity the wording has been bracketed strikeoutsStrikeouts have been
indicated as strikeatttsstrikeoutsstrikeouts for clarity and ease of reading modern punctua-
tion and paragraph breaks have been included
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the journal of the branch in pontiac 1834

journal of the branch of the church of christ49Christ49 in pontiac michigan
territory5oterritory50Territory50 which started for the land of zion on may 55thathth 1834 from the
huron branch samuel bent 551I1 elijah fordham 52 omanornan houghton 53

meacham curtis 54 lyman curtis 5551 waldo littlefield 56 alanson colbcolbyy 57

sisters aurelia houfghhoughtonton 58 sophronia curtis 59 charlotte alvert alvord 60

and 4 boys george fordham 61 lyman littlefield 62 david D dart dort 63

josiah littlefield64littlefield64 in company with hyrum smithsmith6565 of ohio and lyman
wight66 of missouri with two light wagons two span of horses and one
tent traveled about 25 miles rained hard in showers got wet put up at
whitemore lake whitmore lake michigan without any thing worthy of
notice taking place did not pitch tent undertook to stay at a relative of two
of the company house too small some slept on the floor some in an open
log barn cold wet and hungry since no supper had but little rest rose
in the morning would advise all brethren not to stop at relatives when on
the lords business will know better for the future

may 6 cooked breakfast in the house started about a southwest
course at noon came to the flourishing village ofannefannofann arbour ann arbor
michigan took the calamasocalamacoCalamaso road went 12 miles put up mile from an
inn having traveled about 25 miles pitched tent got supper called camp
to order appointed bro E fordham historian bro lyman wight stew-
ard hyrum smith and samuel bent moderators prayer by bro bent
bro 0 houghton being sick hands laid on by bro bent rejoicing in
the favour ofgod we went to sleep good rest got breakfast gave thank by
bro smith struck tent called the place bethel truly we have here found
favour before god

may 717 proceeded on our journey all well at 2 oclock passed grass
lake grass lake michigan on the right passed some very high sand hills
and many marshes meacham curtis got the fever and ague paid

50 cents per bushel for oats travelled 25 miles on a south ofwestoftestof west course
pitched tent a mile from jacksensburgh jackson michigan in a clean val-
ley some rain had an invitation to preach to the neighbours at the first
house bros bent & smith went to see them they found the people gath-
ering and had to speak to them they received it well at the tent had
singing thank by bro fordham retired to rest two of the company did
not bring any bedding they slept cold advise all that travel to zion to take
bedding clothes feet a little sore otherwise all well called the place
engedi because it is a place of rest and the lord was there

thursday may 8 proceeded on our journey stopped at jacksonsburgJacksons burg
got a poney s shoes set for 50 cents 100loo lbsibsibslbs offlourof flour 2502.50250 the town has
about 25 houses a tavern and blacksmithshopblacksmithshop went on passed many ex-
tensive marshes and ridges of hard granite boulders some good land
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some sand hills passed through spring arbour spring arbor michigan
a new place travelled about 20 miles stopped near hickory ridge walnuts
in abundance some places ground most covered camped in a pleasant
hollow near a marsh suppedcupped thank by bro littlefield rain in the night
horses strayed away cooked cakes in a spider & bake pan 67 slow work
takes too much time we want a tin oven called the place ai for in it we
sustained loss all well and in good spirits no trouble to travel thank by
bro smith

set off 9 may bad road in the morning at hickory ridges came to
good land passed land that had been farmed and ploughedsloughedploughed plain to be
seen it is now grown up with timber passed the village ofmarshalofmarshalmarshai with
35 houses 2 blacksmith shops a tavern only 3 years old grist and saw mill
saw calamazookalamazooCalamazoo river which is about 2 rods wide camped on ancient
farms all well thank by bro smith cold froze an eighth of an inch in a

basen called the place the pleasant plains of michigan travelled about
20 miles thank by bro fordham

saturday may loth went on our journey hickory ridges black oak
plains wite oak openings some good land crossed calamazookalamazooCalamazoo river
which is 8 rods wide drove through it went i1 mile to prairie go goacboac

passed through good land through climax prairie 3 miles long passed
2 miles through good country and camped in a delightful place having
travelled 25 miles all well thank by bro wight

sunday lith may rested prayer by bro houghten heard instruction
from bros smith & wight and partook of the lord s supper the name of
places were all given by bro smith called this place ezengeberEzengeber for in it we
were blest of the lord with much instruction and the holy spirit

monday may 12th proceeded on passed through tounsend prairie
3 miles oak openings through prairie roade about 4 miles through very
extensive black & white oak plains level for miles some marshes good
road fordedcorded portage river at its junction with stiny creek being 4 rods
wide and camped here all well and in good spirits travelled 30 miles
thanks by bro houghlhoughtonton cold in the night frose ice in the pail

may 13 tuesday called the place manhikelManhikel because it is a place of
many waters prayer by bro wight went mile and waded across the river
st josephs which is about 2020 rods wide oak openings and plains went
down the river to constantine michigan a place of rapid growth at the
head ofnavigationofnavigation there are about 2020 houses and a good water power
grist & saw mill burr oak plains and openings very level white pegion
prairie on the left 68 crossed chicago turnpike at mottsvilleMottsville mottvillemontvilleMottville
michigan on the st joseph s river went on down the river bro james
dunn69 oftheodtheof the pontiac branch joined our company crossed angalaw creek
and camped pleasant weather all well this was before called little elkhart
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indiana prayer by bro smith As somsornsoin of the brethren had thoughts that
bro & sister houghton had not done their duty and we had cast reflec-
tions and hints we were astonished at the consequences when we were in-
formed of them by bro smith we saw the evil felt humble and readily
confessed to each other and to god and with uplifted hands covenanted to
forget and forgive all that had passed and do so no more bro wight closed
by prayer cold night frose inch we are now 3 miles in indiana all team
in good order season backward prayer by bro dunn travelled 23 miles
this day

may 11414 went on lo1010 miles passed through the village ofofelkhartelkhart on the
river of the samsarn name with 2020 houses oak openings land level went
down the st josephs river to the village of mashtenaway mishawakaMishawaka
indiana in this village of2ooffoof 20 or 30 houses they are building larger iron
works due to the great quantities of iron ore came to the village of big
bend south bend indiana on the st josephs with 6060 or 7070 houses
went on to the kankakee marsh and camped having travelled 28 miles all

tired bro dunn sick hand laid on by bro smith prayer by bro bent cold
night called the place epahapah for the scarcity of bread

may 15th prayer by bro littlefield bad road for a few miles went
through terecopiaTerecopia prairie then through rolling prairie rather sandy came
to the edge of door prairie and camped all in good health but a little
tired prayer by bro smith frose hard again travelled 25 miles this day
prayer by bro smith

may i61161 prayer by bro houghhoughtonton travelled 4 miles came to the
village ofoflaportlaport la porte indiana with about 5050 houses and a number
of stores &cac only 3 years old very thriving good prairie land all round
mills &cac about 5 miles off timber scattered in the prairie passed through
the door of door prairie about about lo1010 rods wide a singular place went
on the sioux trail passed clyburn tavern several miles very bad road
through heavy timber on the trail crossed a large marsh where the water
parts to go to lake michigan and ilinoisillnois river and camped having travelled
22 miles this day heard that the potawatamiespotawatarniesPotawatamies were collecting about 2 miles
off for the purpose of rejoicing and dancing on the occasion of their
removing to missouri ther are a great many ofthernof them and they have been
collecting some time had supper singing and prayer by bro wight

may 1717thth great manmanyy prairie hens on the marsh making a noise like

the bellowing of the cattle of a thousand hills mild weather vegetation
move forward prayer by bro fordham pursued our course toward hick-
ory creek over marshes through clay barrens wet & dry prairies here a

great many snakes saw the prairie rattlesnake called in michigan the mas
sasauger massasaugalmassasauga having two rows of rattles in his tail saw a kind of
jumping snake i1 feet long crossed several small brooks travelled 23 miles
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came to calamicklamickkalamickCa creek which empties into lake michigan and camped on
the bank having a good marsh near for fee torn page for the horses
prayer by bro smith went to rest slept well and warm enough

interpolation on the top of the page written upside down reads hyrams
journal from michigan to MO 183511835

may 18th sunday prayer by bro wight rested this day took of the
lords supper had a comfortable season truly the lord is with us all

things go smoothly and we are rejoicing prayer by bro Houghlhoughtonton
may 19th all well cloudy with some rain mild weather called the

place onkawonkow here we heard the noisy pelican or sand hill crane the same
as in michigan prayer by bro bent proceeded on our journey through
prairies & marshes passed big calamicklamickkalamickCa creek on the sioux trail the
largest prairie being 400 miles long travelled 30 miles & came to hickory
creek and camped very tired prayer by bro smith

may 20 prayer by bro wight went ddown0 wn hicker creek 5 miles and
crossed at a saw mill and went in and crossed the 0 plain des plaines

river a considerable flow of a stream several rods wide & camped hav-
ing travelled 18 miles through prairie with little points of timber this
morning the horses broke loose from their spancils and ran offwithoff with rapid-
ity several miles over the the prairie and aftafterer running till they appeared
like specks on the horison they would wait till we got within about a mile
of them and then they would run again and so they went untill they were
tired and when the boys caught them they were lost and were going from
camp when fortunately they came to a trail that led to camp

may 21st all well rose early breakfast before sunrise prayer by bro
smith went 8 miles crossed river dupage at the grist mill and crossed
25 miles over a wet & dry prairie with many miry places to get to a place to
camp traveled 33 miles this day all tired prayer by bro bent

may 22 had plenty of milk quite refreshed called the place eminence
and glory for much provision was there and the place was beautiful the
man that lives here has 240 head of cattle & 40 calves and all things com-
fortablefortable prayer omitted this morning one of the neighbours came and
kept talking we proceeded on our journey over delightful prairies and groves
of timberoftimber at noon fordedcorded the ilinoisillnois river a mile below the village of otto
way ottawa illinois a delighmldelighfuldelightfuldeligh fulmlfui situation took dinner excellent land
went on to vermilion river camped got milk for 6 ctsacts a quart this morn-
ing we got it for 6 ctsacts a pail filillegiblefillegiblelegible word prayer by bro wight very
warm with showers today havig traveled 33 miles

may 23 prayer by bro smith went over over a 12 mile prairie of
good land to roberts grove got dinner went on had a most tremendous
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shower came to crow creek camped wet and sore footed having trav-
elled 26 miles rain in the night this mornigbornig saw plenty of stone coal
prayer by bro bent

may 24 prayer by bro littlefield proceeded on our journey all well
at noon came to a grove bro bent was taken with the ague but was well
enough to ride went on our course to the willow springs came along tim-
ber land to a house camped went in to get milk and water found a
brother and sister earl very glad to see us prayer by bro smith

may 25 prayer by bro wight went about 5 miles to brother rich at
pleasant grove church had meeting ffieetiiimooting morning & evening the
church rejoiced to see us

26 may monday the sisters washed
may 27 bro wight held meeting 5 miles off
may 28 bro wight purchased a larger wagon and a yoke of cattle in

the place of the little wagon
may 29 thursday took leave of the brethren and went most to the

village ofofpekinpekin pekin illinois on the illinois river and broke one wheel
of the big wagon went to pekin engaged a man to mend it pekin is a new
place that has a large steam grist mill and a steam saw mill and about
15 houses we crossed the illinois and camped having traveled lo1010 miles

may 30 waited till almost night for the wagon to be finished got on
about lo1010 miles and camped under the bluffinbluffonbluffon the road to canton illinois
held meeting at a house bro smith & wight spoke timber bad roads

may3lmayalmay 31 set off bad road this region is infested with the catterpillarCatterpillar &

grasshopper the woods look like winter with here and there a tree with
leaves on that they won t eat making a strange appearance on road to
lewistownLewis town illinois camped camped about 4 miles east of canton prayer
by bro houhoughtongh ton

june i sunday had a prayer meeting and the lord s supper had a
good season bro colby sick all the rest well and in good spirits as ever

june 2 monday travelled through groves and prairies fordedcorded spoon
river a rapid stream 3 rods wide at barker s ford went on 5 miles towards
quincy our course being between canton on the right and lewistownLewis town
traveled 25 miles prayer by bro smith bro colby yet sick

june 3 went on from barker s grove towards quincy traveled 15 miles
the length of a prairie along without a road a few rods from the mormon
road and did not know it got into the mormon road cordedforded camp creek
went in fordedcorded crooked creek this creek cantcan t be fordedcorded in high water it
is a mad stream camped colby better aurelia houghton sick having
travelled 30 miles this day heard from bro joseph and his troops about
330000 of them all smart and hearty looking fellows heard from jackson co
they have burned all the houses and keep guard all the time 70 prayer by
bro bent
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june 4 prayer by bro smith colby better continued our course
towards quincy road from quincy to rushville prairie most of the way
good arrived at the junction of the mormon road and the quincy road
and camped colby better most well prayer by bro charles rich

june 5 prayer by bro littlefield went on to quincy illinois in a
good dry prairie road quincy is considerable of a place about 7070 houses
2 inns 9 stores and an open square in the center looks well got lead
for 6 ctsacts a pound crossed the mississippi about a mile wide at this place
full of islands and a strong current water rily a steam saw and grist mill
here in quincy camped on the shore aurelia sick yet colby well all the
rest well and in glad that we have got into missouri prayer by bro smith &

wight traveled 20 miles this day got the axle of the wagon straitened
we crossed at logsdensLogsdens ferry advise all brethren to cross at his ferry he
is friendly

june 6 prayer by bro wight crossed the bottom lands fordedcorded the
north & south fabius rivers passed through the village of palmyra mis-
souri a thriving place of 100loo100 houses a goodly number of stores many
houses of brick passed on west to the 9 mile prairie on the road to salt
river and camped within four miles of the church

june 7 no entry
june 8 sunday prayer by bro rich went on fordedcorded west & south salt

river tremendous rain thunder & lightning arrived at bro james 1I ivy
found that the brethren had arrived the night before and that we had
camped only about 3 miles apart after starting from different places
through different countries and different hindrances by the way this being
the place of meeting agreed upon without any time specified to meet in it
being agreed to wait for each other here surely the lord is with us this
morning in going up the bank of the river the hammer of the tongue of
bro curtiswagoncurtis wagon drew out the wagon run back into the river and upset
and wet a great many of the things souseddoused george and bro curtis into the
river gathered all the things went on attended meeting at camp prayer
by bro wight pleasent weather all well

june 9 the sisters washed cloathes moved to the general camp &
pitched tent

june loth was formed into companies exercised forenoon & after-
noon out on the prairie this day consecrated all our money and lead for
zion s cause to commissary generageneral 1 doctor brown this day appointed
bro S bent steward in the place of bro wight resigned and bro jas
dunn assistant

june 11 made preparation for our journey fixed our guns &cac kept
them loaded

june 12thl2thlath formed our line of march went about 13 miles camped on
the prairie muddy water but good prairie
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16 cummingdimming and cummingdimming temperance mack 8 9
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neyingbeying to missouri preaching the word of god as they took their various courses of
travel this was a significant mission for all when they reached missouri they were
informed that jackson county was the new jerusalem and zion dacd&c 521 8 57

18 pearson H corbett hyrum smith patriarch salt lake city deseret book
1963963 87 91

19 cumming and cumming temperance mack lo1010

2020 temperancesTemperances husband stephen mack died in 1826 cumming and cum
ming temperance mack 6 lo10 n

21 cumming and cumming temperance mack 11

22 the records for the pontiac congregational church verify this event febru-
ary 9 183311833 observed as a day of fasting and prayer on the occasion of the excommuni-
cation ofofdeacondeacon bent for embracing the mormon delusion richard lloyd anderson
his mothers manuscript an intimate view of joseph smith brigham young uni

versityhersity forum january 27 1976 typescript io10 special collections and manuscripts
harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah

23 lucy mack smith history of ofjosephjoseph smith ed preston nibley salt lake city
bookcraft 1979 217

24 A year later joseph smith jr joseph smith sr hyrum smith the three wit
nesses to the book of mormonofmormon oliver cowdery martin harris and david whitmer
frederick G williams and robert orton visited pontiac these church leaders made a
great impression upon the local membership john cumming and audrey cumming
saints come to michigan michigan history 49 march 1965 16 18

25 launius zions camp 94
26 milo andrus and nelson higgins among others were from florence ohio

and were recruited by hyrum smith and lyman wight they joined josephs division
on may 11 at new portage ohio ivan J barrett trumpeter of godgof fascinating true
stories of the great missionary and colonizer milo andrus salt lake city covenant
communications 1992 25 27

277 historians have given different totals for the number of people who joined the
march from the huron branch launius claims nineteen people volunteered launius
zion s camp 94 bradley claims eighteen were recruited both authors include leaders
hyrum smith and lyman wight and also charles C rich who joined later in the
number these three brethren were not from the huron branch in pontiac although
they were in the march james dunn joined the march nine days after the start and was
from the huron branch dunn is not included in the initial list of camp members by
the camp historian but should be included as one of the nine men counted as volun
teers from the huron branch camp historian fordham has dunn joining the camp
may 13 bringing the total men women and children to fifteen if the three others not
from the huron branch are added then the total is eighteen two lists mistakenly state
that toddlers john jr and eunice chidester marched with the pontiac group their
parents john and mary chidester marched with josephs division bradley zion s

camp 131 milton V backman jr the heavens resound A history of the latter day
saints in ohio 18301830 1838 salt lake city deseret book 1983 377377379380379 380

28 for more on the women and children ofzionofzion s camp see andrea G radke we
also marched the women and children of zion s camp 1834 147 65 in this issue

29 journal oftheodtheof the branch of the church of christ in pontiac 1834 may 5 archives
division historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt
lake city hereafter LDS church archives smith and wight arrived in michigan with
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one of the wagons the second wagon may have been purchased from hosea stout see
wayne stout hosea stout utahs pioneer statesman salt lake city by the author
1953341953 34

30 journal oftheodtheof the branch oftheodtheof the church ofchristof christ may 6 see also wilburn D tal-
bot zions camp masters thesis brigham young university 1973 52 53 addi-
tional accounts of hyrum smiths company were written by charles C rich and
lyman 0 littlefield see charles coulson rich diary may july 1834 LDS church
archives and lyman 0 littlefield reminiscences oflatterof lafterlatter day saints logan utah
utah journal 1888

31 of the thirty eight camp sites on the march from pontiac michigan to the
allred branch on the salt river in missouri names of nine camp sites were recorded in
fordhamsFordhams account

32 journal of the branch of the church of christ may 8

33 merrill F unger the new unger s bible dictionary chicago moody bible
institute 1988988 42

34 on lyman wights military experience see philip C wightman the life and
contributions of lyman wight master s thesis brigham young university 1971
8 9 lyman s first duty as a militia member was as part of a guard that escorted 1236
prisoners ofwar on a march through new york state

35 littlefield reminiscences 29

36 journal of the branch of the church of christ may 13

37 george Q cannon the prophet joseph smith in zions camp juvenile
instructor 27 january 151518921892 56

38 reed A stout ed autobiography ofhoseaof hosea stout 1810 to 1835 utah histori-
cal quarteriy30quarterly 30 summer 1962 259 6060

39 charles coulson rich was born august 211809211809 and was baptized april i1 1832

after zions camp he became president of the high priest quorum for missouri in
august 1837 on march 301841 he became a counselor to william marks in the nau-
voo stake presidency and from 1849 until his death on november 171883 he served as
an apostle in addition to these ecclesiastical offices rich was a general leading the
church troops opposing the invasion ofutahofutah by the united states army in 1857 58 see
leonard J arrington charles C rich mormon general and western frontiersman
provo utah brigham young university press 1974 58 68 69 217 22 andrew jen-

son latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compilation of ofbiographicalbiographical sketches
ofprominentof prominent men and women in the church ofofjesusjesus christ oflatterof latter dayduy saints 4 vols
salt lake city andrew jenson history 1901igol 36110236 ii02

40 elijah fordham refers to the junction of the quincy and mormon roads since
1831 members and missionaries of the church had traveled between kirtland and mis-
souri often passing through quincy illinois

41 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 5

42 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 5

43 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 8

44 launius zions camp 102 3

45 roberts comprehensive history 13135858 59

46 orson F whitney the life ofheber C kimball an apostle the father and
founder oftheodtheof the british mission 2ndand ed salt lake city steven and wallis 1945 34

47 wilford woodruff in journal ofofdiscoursesdiscourses 26 vols liverpool F D richards
1855 86 13158 december 121218691869 for more on the impact that zions camp had on
wilford woodruff see thomas G alexander wilford woodruff and zion s camp
baptism by fire and the spiritual confirmation ofaof a future prophet 132 43 in this issue
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48 Brbradleyadleyss treatment ofofzionzion s camp gives excerpts from the fordham account
and presents parallel entries with joseph smiths division bradley zions camp 28 134

49 on april 6618301830 joseph smith jr and five others organized the church of
christ dacd&c 20120 i on may 3318341834 the name was officially changed to the church
oftheodtheof the latter day saints however it was not until april 261838 inin far west missouri
that the churchschurche name was changed by revelation dacd&c 1153115 3 to the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints see donald Q cannon and lyndon W cook eds far
west record minutes of the church oflesusof lesusjesus christ oflatterof latter day saints 1830 1844 salt
lake city deseret book 1983 78157 58

50 michigan was a territory from 1805 until january 262618371837 when it became the
twenty sixth state

51 samuel bent was born july 191778 and served as a colonel inin the massachusetts
militia before joining the church he was baptized and ordained an elder by jared
carter inin 8331833 inin pontiac michigan after zions camp he attended the school of the
prophets he was whipped by a mob and held prisoner by general lucas inin far west inin
1838 he was president of the garden grove iowa station where he died august 16

1846 jenson biographical encyclopedia 1367 68

52 elijah fordham was born inin new york city on april 121798 he was a lumber
dealer and carpenter by profession he married jane ann fisher inin 1822 and lived inin
pontiac michigan from 1831 to 1833 in 1837 while inin new york city he assisted the
missionariesmissionaries en route to great britain he was miraculously healed by joseph smith inin
1839 inin montrose iowa and was appointed to the iowa high council inin 1839 he
migrated to utah inin 18501850 and died at wellsville cache county utah jessee papers of
joseph smith 25451545

53 osman also spelled osmon or ornanoman houghton was born october i1 18061806

his wife aurelia was one of the few women of zion s camp and traveled with her
husband osman lived inin far west and was marched to richmond missouri to be
held as a prisoner without charge during the 1838 persecutions and expulsion osman
married mary curtis inin 1845 after the death of aurelia he died august 181818471847 see
susan easton black membership of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints
1830 1848 50 vols provo utah religious studies center brigham young univer-
sity 1989 2399623 996 97

54 meacham also spelled mecham curtis traveled with his wife sophromasophronia and
his brother lyman curtis during zion s camp

55 lyman curtis was born january 211812 inin massachusetts and wass baptized inin
1833 inin pontiac michigan he married charlotte alvord another of the volunteers
from pontiac inin february 1835 he was driven out of far west and settled inin nauvoo
A member of the vanguard company of pioneers he entered the salt lake valley inin
1847 in 1853 he served a missionmission to the indians of southern utah and he died inin salem
utah on august 6618981898 jenson biographical encyclopedia 46894 689

56 waldo littlefield was born may 24 1797 at petersburg rensselaer county
new york he married mercy higgins inin 1817 he joined the church inin 1832 and resided
inin missouri and illinois before crossing the plains to utah he died january 291879 inin
Canncannonvillecannonvdleonville garfield county utah jessee papers of ofjosephjoseph smith 25661566

57 alanson colby was born inin vermont on may 9918111811 according to andrew
jenson

he was converted to mormonism inin michigan inin 1834 colby passed
through the persecutions inin missouri with the rest of the saints being
expelled from that state inin 1839 after he had made his own escape from mis
sourisoun he went back and helped another family to remove to illinois after
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sharing in the troubles in illinois he migrated to the great salt lake valley in
the fall of 1848 his death occurred february 191918751875 in utah jenson bio-
graphical encyclopedia 4688 89

58 aurelia houghton was the wife ofofosmanorosmanosman houghton
59 sophronia curtis was the wife ofofmeachammeacham curtis
6060 some accounts of zions camp err by stating that charlotte alvord was the

mother of the four boys in fact charlotte was nineteen years old and not married at
the time of the march the three boys were george fordham the son of elijah ford-
ham and josiah and lyman littlefield the two sons of waldo littlefield the fourth
boy mentioned is david dort who was actually forty one years of age at the time of

the march see radke we also marched 157
61 george fordham was born april 211825 he married serene elrick in 1853 he

died october 221922
62 lyman omer littlefield the second son of waldo littlefield and mercy hig-

gins was born november 221819 at verona oneida county new york he married
adalillneAdalillne hamblin he was baptized in clay county missouri by peter whitmer and
resided in missouri and illinois littlefield crossed the plains and eventually settled
in smithfield cache county utah lyman died september i1 1893 talbot zion s

camp 98 littlefield reminiscences 26

63 david D dort was born january 6 1793 at surry cheshire county new
hampshire he was converted to the church by lucy mack smith in pontiac michi-
gan in 1831 he married mary and later fanny mack both daughters of stephen and
temperance mack he resided in ohio and missouri and was one of the first settlers in
nauvoo he was on the high council at both far west and nauvoo david died in nau-
voo illinois on march lo101018411841 jessee papers of ofjosephjosephhoseph smith 2542

64 josiah littlefield was the son of waldo and mercy higgins littlefield
65 hyrum smith was born in tunbridge vermont on february 9918001800 he mar-

ried jerusha barden in 1826 while residing in manchester new york one of the eight
witnesses to the book of mormon he was appointed second counselor in the first
presidency in 1837 he was imprisoned at liberty missouri with his brother joseph and
lyman wight in 1838 39 in nauvoo he was appointed patriarch and assistant church
president in 1841 hyrum was killed with his brother joseph in carthage illinois in
1844844 jenson biographical encyclopedia 152

66 lyman wight was born at fairfield new york on may 9917961796 he was affiliated
with the campbellitesCampbel lites in kirtland ohio when he converted to mormonism in 1830 he
was among those driven from jackson county missouri in 1833 and was imprisoned at
liberty missouri in 1838 39 A member ofthoathof the quorum oftheodtheof the twelve from 1841 to 1848

he moved to texas in 1845 and was excommunicated in 1848 he died at mountain val-
ley texas on march 311858 jenson biographical encyclopedia 193 96

67 A spider is a cast iron frying pan with a long handle
68 the following is a contemporaneous description oftheodtheof the prairie in the white

pigeon area

from sturges praire to whitevalite pigeon is 133 miles the road very fine & quite
level there are but one or two log homes in this distant the road runs thro
the forest on the illegible word oftheodtheof the indian trails ofcourseof course it is very wind-
ing there cannot be anything more delightful than the ride from sturgis
Pprairierairiel to W P thou a winding road this is the most beautiful nature for-
est I1 have ever seen no underbrush at all & the trees stately & beautiful the
road is exceedingly circuitous & reminds me of the roads which are some-
times laid out by gentlemen in their parks tho no artificial improvement can
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equal this most beautiful improvement of nature white pigeon is a pleasant
little village at which we arrived at past 7 oclock saturday evening situate
in the centre of a extensive & beautiful prairie 6 or 70007000 acres what is a
prairie it looks likereilke a great ocean for there is nothing to obstruct or intercept
the view except here & there a house a perfectly level plain without a tree or
bush or stone encircled in the back ground with the dense & noble forest
which looks like the frame of the picture it is a picture & it is to me a most
wonderful & impressive exhibition of the works of the creator how exqui-
sitely beautiful 0 lord are all thy works trip to illinois july 27 1833

charles butler papers library of congress washington DC
69 james dunn was born june 66181018io and was a member of the mormon battal-

ion the historical notebook records that he died at nauvoo see zions camp
historical notebook 1864 1872 microfilm holograph 74 LDS church archives

70 historians james B alienallenailen and glen M leonard write rumors of imminent
mormon invasions during the last week of april brought a hasty mustering of
missouriansMissour ians when no invasion materialized the missouriansMissour ians vented their anger by
burning the remaining mormon houses in jackson county this was a further dis-
couragementcouragement for the saints in liberty to return to their property and land the word
of the burning houses was passed on to zions camp james B alienallenailen and glen M
leonard the story oftheodtheof the latter day saints salt lake city deseret book 1992 loo100


