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east to west through north and south
mormon immigration during the civil war
fred E woods

when LDS immigrants1immigrants1 on their way to utah crossed the atlantic ocean
or the eastern united states between 1861 and 1864 they encountered the
difficulties of traveling in a nation at war their first person accounts paint
a vivid picture of the obstacles faced by these saints as they journeyed to
utah during the US civil war 2 the narratives also depict an effective im-
migration system directed by brigham young and operated by dedicated
immigration agents and other faithful mormonscormons who assisted immigrants
along their journey

US government and the beginning of mormon immigration

some background history of the latter day saints and their dealings
with the US government is vital to understanding the tide of mormon
immigration during the early i86os186os the saints appeals to congress for
redress after their expulsion from missouri had gone unheeded 3 for years
following their exodus from illinois the saints had been generally con-
demned by the government and general populace of the united states the
1856 republican platform denounced the twin relics of barbarism slav-

ery and polygamy a direct attack on the mormon practice of polygamy
the following year after receiving negative reports concerning the situa-
tion in the utah territory president james buchanan sent twentyfivetwenty five hun-
dred soldiers to install a new governor in utah 4 these unwelcome soldiers
remained in utah until the outbreak of the civil war and during their stay
more tension developed between the US military and the saints 5

foreign converts learned of politicalofpolitical conditions in utah from mormon
periodicals prior to their departure for the states for example an extract
from a letter to george Q cannon from utah congressional delegate william
hooper appeared in the millennial star published in liverpool on janu-
ary 121861 hooper reviewed his efforts in the house of representatives to
rally support for the admittance of utah as a state in the union arguing
pointedly that we show our loyalty by trying to get in to the union while
others are trying to get out notwithstanding our grievances 1166 because utah
had come under united states control as a territory the saints were willing
to set their grievances aside in order to gain statehood which would free
them from the strict federal government control imposed on territories

BYU studies 39 no i1 20002000 7
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grant them more independence and power and allow them to wield more
influence in washington

however reminders of those hard to forget grievances surfaced a few
months later less than a week before the civil war broke out in ser-
mons by members of the first presidency delivered in the salt lake taber-
nacle on april 61861 for example second counselor daniel H wells
castigated american political leaders 1 I do not think there is a more cor-
rupt government upon the face of the earth they paved the way for
their own destruction 7 A week later brigham young voiced his gratitude
that the saints were in the mountains rather than in the east where the war
was taking place 8

such statements were rooted in the saints belief that the civil war was
a direct result oftheodtheof the nation s rejection oftheodtheof the gospel 9 these statements also

seem to reflect the saints disgruntlement concerning their earlier petitions
for redress nearly fifteen years earlier at winter quarters january 1847

brigham young had received a revelation

thy brethren have rejected you and your testimony even the nation the
united states that has driven you out and now cometh the day of their
calamity even the days of sorrow like a woman that is taken in travail and
their sorrow shall be great unless they speedily repent yea very speedily for
they killed the prophets and them that were sent unto them and they have shed
innocent blood which criethcreeth from the ground against them dacd&c 13634 36

many mormonscormons believed that the civil war was a fulfillment ofthisorthisof this prophecy
this conviction seems to have influenced foreign converts abroad

A millennial star headline published just one month after the war com-
menced read CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA ITS importance AS A
WARNING TO THE SAINTS after recounting the war s commencement
in south carolina the article pointed to the event as the fulfillment of
joseph smithssmitis prophecy given nearly three decades earlier which declared
that a war beginning in south carolina would be poured out upon all

nations 10 the article then stressed that those gathered out west in zion
shall be the only people that shall not be at war and those who journeyed

zionward would be nestled in the bosom of a vast continent far removed
from the scene of strife and encompassed by lofty mountains and inter-
minable deserts and plains the country they inhabit will be but little
affected by the battles and dissensions of the outer world 11I1

perhaps this account had an impact on the saints abroad for in the
following year 1862 more LDS converts immigrated to america than in
any previous year 12 the increase in immigration during this period may
have been also influenced by the immigration system itself which had be-
come more effective in 1863 mormon immigration reached its highwaterhighwater
mark for the civil war years 13
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challenges at sea

perhaps because they took to heart the promise of safety in zion and
trusted that the lord would protect them as they traveled the immigrants
first expression of concern was not the fear of traveling to a country in the
midst of a bloody civil war instead their accounts indicate that their first
adversity was the same as that of immigrants of every era separation
from home and loved ones mary E fretwell davis recalled that in june
1863 1 I1 bid farewell to my father brothers and sisters and sailed on the
amazon from the london docks I1 felt very sad as we sailed away to see
old england fading away out of sight and those I1 loved and did not know
that I1 should ever see them again 14 caroline martine anderson who voy-
aged across the atlantic a year later had similar feelings she anguished
my heart is filled with pain when I1 think of those that are left in babylon

and also that there are my relatives 15

other challenges common to most immigrants crossing the atlantic
were seasickness disease and the threat of angry storms however at the
time of the civil war there was also the additional threat of confederate
warships in 1864 david coombs wrote that the captain of the general
mcclellan had sailed out ofhisochisofhis course far north among icebergs for fear of
meeting a confederate ship at sea 16 richard crowther who voyaged on
the same vessel wrote that after safely crossing the atlantic in his company
of 802 saints he received news that the general mcclellan had been sunk
on its return voyage to liverpool 17 it was taken down by the confederate
warship alabama which would eventually sink a total of sixty five yankee
ships more than any other confederate vessel 18 the crew of the alabama
may have taken particular notice of a ship bearing the name of a union
general george B mcclellan

less than two weeks after the general mcclellan left england on its

1864 voyage the ship hudson with 863 saints aboard had a threatening
encounter on the atlantic A confederate warship pulled alongside the
hudson to determine what kind of freight it was transporting the sailors
aboard the warship yelled out say your prayers you mormonscormonsMormons you are
all going downdown5downsdowna fortunately nothing came oftheodtheof the boastful threat at least
two mormon passengers aboard the hudson reasoned that they were spared
because the passengers were from foreign countries charles wilh i
symons s recalled

the confederate gunboat georgia hailed us and brought us to a standstill for
be it remembered the war of the rebellion was now in full sway after in-
quiries from our captain we were permitted to move on for they ascertained
that 1100100loo british subjects were on board consequently they had no means of
handling that many persons and the would be prize was given up the gun-
boat s band playing a farewell 19
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the confederate warship CSS alabama from a woodcut that appeared in the popu-
lar harper s weekly during the civil war period during this time confederate war
ships posed a threat to the passenger ships carrying immigrating saints to US ports

in spite of dangers at sea over eleven thousand foreign converts sailed on
thirty two known voyages to eastern american ports during the war years
departing february 1861 june 1864 20 and indeed not one immigrant ship
carrying latter day saints was ever lost crossing the atlantic

arrival at american ports

As a result of an 1854 decision by brigham young the primary port of
arrival was changed from new orleans to select eastern ports that year
elder franklin D richards an LDS emigration agent in liverpool was in-
structedstruc ted as follows

you are aware of the sickness liable to assail our unacclimated brethren on the
mississippi river hence I1 wish you to ship no more to new orleans but ship to
philadelphia boston and new york giving preference in the order named 21

however by the commencement of the civil war the order of prefer
ence had changed of the thirty two vessels that took companies of saints
across the atlantic none arrived through philadelphia three south african
voyages came to port in boston and the remaining twenty nine voyages
carrying mainly british and scandinavian converts first touched the ameri-
can shore in new york where the castle garden immigration depot was
located the mormon immigrants were wellweliweil chapchaperonederonederined priespriesthoodpriesthotho od
leaders saw them off at the liverpool docks when they departed returning
missionaries accompanied them on the transatlantictrans atlantic voyage and immi-
gration agents awaited them at the ports as they reached the east coast
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elders nathaniel V jones and jacob gates were assigned to posts as

immigration agents just as they were returning from missions to england
gates recorded that he had received word in late 18601860 that he was to super-
vise immigration at florence north omaha nebraska territory while
jones was to be the first immigration agent assigned to new york city dur-
ing the civil war by february 1861 they had arrived from england at the
port of new york 22

jones remained in new york for some time in order to assist the arrivarria
ing immigrants 23 he describes the situation there in a letter to his wife
rebecca on april 221861 just ten days after the civil war began things
here are in a very alarming condition while I1 am wrighting this they are
without doubt fighting in baltimore & washington they have been sker
mishingbishing in the former place sincesince yesterday but of this you can read from
the papers which I1 will send with this 01241124332424

arrival at boston the first group of south african converts to gather
to zion during the war selected boston as their port while the procedures
for all immigrants at new yorks castle garden immigration depot are well
documented 2521 the immigration experience at the boston port which
received less LDS immigration activity is not as familiar eli wiggill an
LDS convert who immigrated to america from south africa provides
an interesting account of his experience in boston after he and thirty two

of his companions including a
small black african boy named
gobo fanio who was smuggled
through customs arrived at bos-
ton4 on april 19 1861

wiggill explained that just
before the passengers stepped on
shoreshore the pilot came on board
and brought papers and also the
news that the war had broke out
in the united states 26 wiggill in-
dicated that on arrival they were
welcomed by the local saints he

G noted that the bostonians were
surprised by the color of the
south africans skin as they did
not know there were any white
people in africa wiggill also ex
plainedplaided that as soon as the ship

nathaniel V jones jones was the mormon
1 i i i i i r i 1docked the local boston branchimmigration agent inin new york city when

the civil war broke out president telegraphed nathaniel V
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jones for instructions on how to proceed jones told them to wait in boston
until a ship of saints came into new york then the south africans were to
continue on to new york before heading west

while the saints stayed in boston for nearly a month it was all como
tion with the bands ofmusicofmusic fife and drum and recrutingrecruitingrecruting parties and flags
flying in every direction it being the comencementcommencementcomencement of the war of 1861

between the north and the south 27 wiggill later noted that after they
reached new york and journeyed west by train free black men spotted the
young black boy traveling with the south african saints and mistakenly
assumed he was being taken into slavery the child was therefore in danger
ofbeingof being abducted the talbot family who were caring for the boy hid him
by disguising him in a girls dress and bonnet they had to later conceal
him under a womanscomans large petticoat 28

arrival at new york the first ship to bring seagoing saints to new
york during the civil war was the manchester john mcallister a passenger
aboard the manchester in 1862 recorded in his journal that he read to
capt trask joseph smiths views on the policy and govtgoat of US 1121332129

this conversation seemed to have made a great impact on captain trask
who three days later assembled his passengers on the quarter deck and
addressed them assembled soldiers ofofzionzion assembled because you are
mustered if not soldiers in reality you are soldiers in embryo hence you
are seed mustard seed of zion to you I1 would say be strong and stead-
fast 30 in his speech captain trask suggested that the saints had a greater
mission to fight than the one going on in the states between the north and
the south the saints enjoyed not only his speech but also his overall con-
duct on their voyage they drafted a resolution to show their appreciation
to captain trask wherein they praised him for his gentlemanly and cour-
teous bearing liberal acts and solicitioussolicitious spirit and then presented it to
him just as the pilot stepped aboard prior to their docking in new york 31

on the previous voyage of the manchester in 1861 the passengers had
encountered men of a different spirit gathered in new york at the time of
their arrival

we had our luggage all packed and ready for starting immediately by steamer
for castle garden but bro N V jones who was emigration agent visited
us and on account of the above place being occupied by US troops he
deemed it wise for all hands to to sic remain on board ship counsel was
given to the company to that effect on account of the dreadful warlike atti-
tude of the north and south these troops were collected there they were a
very mean set too and bro jones had informed the proprietors that unless
the garden was cleared of them he should not land his people there 32

FE W blake who arrived on the ship underwriter a week later reported
a less intimidating but more boisterous arrival
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the hour arrived for the crowd of
saints & stock of luggage to be
removed from the ship & it be-
came my unfortunate lot to stay
on board while the large vessel
was drawn towards shore hand-
kerchiefs and hats were waving &

loud hurrahshurrays were heard sound-
ing over the waters competing
with those engaged in the nation-
al cause they were frequently
making the air echo with the
power of their voices 33

elijah larkin described the
arrival of the amazon in the new
york harbor two years later on
july 1717186318 63

A stream sic troop ship passed
us at 8 aam sighted fire island

gustavus D S trask captain of the man-
chester

at 6 pm A pilot came on board at
trask was well respected by the 6.30630630 the new york papers were

mormon immigrants who sailed with him read on board informing us of
from conway B sonne ships saints and the riots that were going on there
marineromarinersMariners salt lake city university of utah which caused great excitementpress 1987 13636 on board port hudson was take

by federals
18th A transport loaded with troops for the city passed us & we

were informed there was 45004500 troops airalreaddyddyaddy there to quell the riot
we anchor in the harbor about PM our band played the star spangled
banner & we gave several heary cheers 34

the journey from port to post

routes through the eastern states barry wride another mormon
immigrant aboard the manchester in 1861 wrote concerning their arrival in
new york and travel to florence nebraska

we landed at new york on the 15th of june 1861 we were met by apostle
erastus snow N V jones thomas williams and others from utah con-
nected with the emigration we arranged for our passage from NY to flor-
ence fare about 150015.001500 our passage through the states was slow had a
good chance to view the country and new scenary to us towns and villages
very different to the old country much timber wild and uncultivated at
that period 35

not only was the scenery very different for these british LDS immi-
grants but also the entire westward journey that lay ahead of them would
prove to be a new and challenging experience wride s company was headed
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toward the outfittingoutwittingoutfitting post of florence where they prepared for the west-
ward wagon trek beginning in 1861 brigham young sent wagon companies
known as church trains out of salt lake city to meet the incoming saints at
the appointed frontier outwittingoutfittingoutfitting posts and return with them to utah 36

however before these converts arrived at the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting posts where
they would be met by immigration agents37agents31agents 3731 and the captains of church
trains they had to cross the eastern united states by steam locomotives
and riverboatsriverboats such a journey often proved an arduous task much differ-
ent from a wagon ride west with experienced wagon captains to assist
them 3831 various immigrant accounts recorded during this port to post
segment provide a glimpse into what appears to have been quite a danger-
ous ride one with numerous stops and transfers

the following accounts depict a composite sketch of the journey from
new york to florence between 1861 and 1863 scandinavian convert olaus
johnson who gathered to america in 1862 wrote due to the civil war at
the time we were transferred several times to several trains a day sometimes
being forced to ride in cattle cars 113939 concerning his travel across the eastern
united states the same year LDS immigrant william probert jrr recalled
after we left new york state we were often stopped to see if we had any

arms on board or any rebels sometimes in the night we were stopped and
had to face a field battery until morning and then to be inspected before we
could move on sometimes we were piled into cattle cars 40

tales of riding in cattle cars during the civil war period are common in
the immigrant accounts william ajax noted that some ofusof us were packed
in cattle cars as though we were but beasts 41 william wood recalled the
terrible stench his company experienced as they rode in the beastly boxes

the dust from the hog excramentexcrement was something very unpleasant we could
smell and taste hogs for two or three days afterwards 42 mary E fretwell
davis who journeyed to the west in 1863 remembered we rode three days
shut up in cattle cars with nothing but straw to sit on 13431143334343 an immigrant from
another 1863 company described her experience

all of the passenger cars had been burned as so they locked us up in cattle
cars which had straw on the floors there were no seats we passed a soldiers
camp and it was here we ran into a place where logs had been placed to dis
rail the cars I1 happened to be standing up when the cars struck the logs and
the jolt threw me head foremost to the other side of the car among the
women and children everyone was crying and screaming A few were hurt 44

although the cattle cars were at times dangerous they were actually
safer than the passenger cars which carried union soldiers and thus be-
came the constant target of confederate attack however railway passage
through the north did not carry the threat of combat that was found in
missouri which was a hotbed of guerrilla warfare
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the rail route for 1861 which commenced on the new york and erie
railroad took LDS immigrant companies from new york to dunkirk
western new york from dunkirk the saints traveled on the lake shore

railroad which ran along the south shore oflake erie through cleveland
to toledo where they changed cars and continued their journey on the
michigan southern and northern indiana railroad to chicago 45 william
yates who traveled the route in 1861 recalled

we started by a special traintram for dunkirk 474 miles where we changed for
cleveland 142 miles and changed for toledo 113 miles we had quite
a long talk with a number oftheodtheofthe inhabitinhabitencemhabitenceinhabitanceence sirsicsic of oftoledotoledo who came out to
see us they were very kind & treated us respectfully and asked us a great
many questions about mormonism we then came on to chicago 244 miles
provisions were very cheap inin this place but here we found quite a bitter
spirit against mormonism much more then anything we had before seen 46

from chicago the saints took the chicago burlington and quincy
cb&q railroad to quincy and from there they took a short twenty mile

steamboat ride to hannibal 47 from hannibal they crossed the state of
missouri on the not quite finished hannibal and st joseph h&stj rail-
road to st joseph which was then the national railway system s western-
most point a ride reported by one immigrant inin 1861 to be the roughest
he ever had 448411 from st joseph the saints took a steamboat up the missouri
river to the frontier outwittingoutfittingoutfitting post at florence 1861 63 and later wyo-
ming nebraska territory 1864 66 4941

steam engine on the hannibal and st joseph railroad ca 1868 many immigrating
saints crossed war torn missouri on this railroad
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while the rail route from new york to chicago was generally quiet
the railroad through missouri certainly received much attention from fed-
eral soldiers as evidenced by one 1862 immigrant who noted that passing
through missouri

presented a mournful picture in many places houses were burned down
fences destroyed and crops unattended all the bridges were well guarded by
union troops to prevent secessionists from burning them the fulfillment of
joseph smiths prophecies concerning missouri can be visibly seen in pass
ing through the state 50

another eyewitness wrote squares of soldiers are at all the bridges
to prevent the destruction by rebels 51 mormon immigrant john pen-
man recalled that just one year later the missouri bridges had been
destroyed by the soildgers as the war was ragin very strong 115252 ola nelson
stohl who also immigrated in 1862 noted that many soldiers came up to
the mormon immigrants at whistle stops but did them no harm 31531153335353

others who voyaged on the ship hudson in 1864 were dealt with in a
harsher manner as they traveled to nebraska mary ann rawlins wrote

some oftheodtheof the troops encountered by the emigrants on the way to the outwittingoutfittingOutfitting
camps in wyoming manifested bitterness toward our company of saints at
one point they drove us through a river with rain falling in torrents which
exposure caused much sickness and many deaths in the company

expostulating with the soldiers on their conduct elder john M kay
said to them if you have no respect for the living will you not look with
mercy on the sick and the dying and consider the sacred dead

ifyouisyouifyou say another word I1 will rip you up even ifyouisyouifyou were jesus christ
himself one of the soldiers replied 54

another immigrant remembered a close call for those riding in a pas-
senger car during one trip through missouri

just before we arrived in st joseph missouri the rebels or bushwhackersbushwhackers
fired two cannon balls through our train one shot went through the passen-
ger car exactly eight inches above the peoples heads and the other through a
baggage car destroying a great amount of baggage we stayed in st joseph
three or four days afraid to go on because of the rebel soldiers being all
through the country while we were there some fifteen rebel soldiers were
taken prisoner right from among meaning near our company by the north
ern soldiers two companies of union soldiers surrounded the depot and
made the rebels surrender or they would have killed them I1 can truly say I1

saw a little oftheodtheof the war between the north and the south 55

elizabeth staheli walker who also saw a little of the war wrote of her
experience traveling from the east to the west

we could hear the boom of the cannons and firing of guns as we rode along
shutters were up at the window and the people on the trains were asked to be
very quiet



20 BYU studies

when we passed through missouri the people were very bitter against
the mormonscormons and set a bridge on fire to retard our progress 56

mary ann ward webb who immigrated in 1864 told of a young dutch
sister in st joseph missouri who was stolen by the soldiers but fortunately
retrieved by the elders 57 in 1863 thomas henry white also reported an
abduction a girl taken from their company by the soldiers 58

white wrote of his company s encounter with soldiers while crossing
missouri and at st joseph

at every station the soldiers would ask when are those mormonscormons coming
through no one seemed to know this was during the time oftheodtheof the rebellion
war the emigrants were in danger especially the boys ofbeingof being drafted into
the army 59

at st joseph white learned that the union soldiers could collect one dollar
for each man or boy on whom they could pin a ribbon a successful ribbon
pinning designated that the recipient of the pinning was now in the army 6061

charles henry john west recalling his memorable journey across the
states implied that after a rough train ride the boat ride up the missouri
was not much better

we traveled by cars day and night for seven days on account of the civil
war going on we had to rough it traveling part of the time crowded in sheep
cars they said they were afraid of their good cars being burned by the conf-
ederates we took a steamer up the missouri river it was a flatboat and
we were very crowded 61

another LDS immigrant recalled how heavy military equipment influenced
the trip up the missouri

the boat being heavy loaded with government freight for the soldiers and
the water being low made it quite difficult for the boat to get up the river 6261

the route through canada while the saints who immigrated in 1861

traveled only within the boundaries of the united states the route for
many LDS companies who immigrated to zion during the remaining war
years took them across the border into canada from new york the saints
traveled to albany either by steamboat up the hudson river or by the hud
son river railroad from albany they took the new york central railroad
to buffalo and then traveled north to niagara where they crossed the sus-
pension bridge into the canadian province of ontario before changing
cars to the great western line this canadian route took them to windsor
canada where they crossed by a ferry steamer over the detroit river and
back into the states at detroit from detroit to chicago they traveled on
the michigan central railroad at chicago they followed the same route
that the 1861 LDS immigrants had taken along the cb&q and h&stj rail-
roads to st joseph 63
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christopher alston an LDS immigrant on the general mcclellan con-
cluded that the diversion of the mormon immigrant route outside the
boundaries of the united states through canada was an attempt to scoot
around the war avoiding the risk of traveling through war zones in the
eastern states

we arrived in new york june 23rd 1864 there we took steamer and traveled
up the hudson river into canada to avoid the armies oftheodtheof the rebellion broken
bridges uptorn railways etc incident to a war which was raging in the states
between the north and the south with blood and rapine in allAailali the land 6461

for rail travelers the threat of bridges being destroyed was very real
but as previously noted the threat was not a serious one between new york
and illinois or through canada but rather became so only when the immi-
grants reached missouri the immigrants may have been sent through
canada because of the risk of confiscation ofofrailcarsrailcarsrailralicars in the states and the
availability of passenger trains in canada but a more compelling reason
seems to have been the cost in letters written in march 1862 brigham
young advised george Q cannon acting as liverpool agent to direct the
saints to take the cheapest route to florence and then a week later di-
rected cannon to use the most accomodatingaccommodating and cheapest route to flor-
ence 116165 since the canadian route was chosen it appears to have been less
costly and the decision to use that route was likely more a matter of eco-
nomics and convenience than an escape from the threat of warfare

the frontier outwittingoutfittingOutfitting post and the wagon trek west

although immigrating companies were relieved to reach LDS frontier
outwittingoutfittingoutfitting posts such as florence it appears that the troubles caused by the
civil war had reached the western border they could still literally hear
the sound of war george francis wall who crossed the united states in
1863 wrote we heard cannons of the civil war while we were at flor-
ence 116666 another LDS added florence1863 immigrant although was some
distance from roaring cannons and shooting guns the people were in a

state of excitement and confusion 116167

upon arriving at the frontier outwittingoutfittingoutfitting post the saints must have been
comforted to meet the churchschurche appointed immigration agents and wagon
train captains however thomas henry white explained the war was not
the only hindrance presented to the immigrating saints while sailing
up the river to florence nebraska we met many josephites68josephites611Josephites68168611 who were
eager to tell us what would happen to us ifweiffeif we went to utah and did not do
as we were told 69 when amos M musser had passed through florence in
1857 he reported apostates are becoming as thick in this country as the
lice were in egypt in the days of phareohpharrohPhareoh 0370117070
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by 1864 the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting post had been moved from florence to wyoming
about forty miles south the presence of numbers of apostates near florence
who tried to cajole the immigrants into not going to utah may have pre-
sented one reason for moving the post immigrant H N hansen reasoned

in previous years the starting point had been florence nebraska about
40 miles farther up the river and about four miles from omaha perhaps the
principal cause for this change was the fact that this latter place having so long
been on the line over which the mormonscormons traveled many of the citizens
ofomahof omaha and florence were apostate mormonscormonsmormons some having refused to jour-
ney any further having become weak in the faith before reaching the moun-
tains and others after having gone there had become disgusted and returned
and located at these places it was not desirable by the leaders of the mormon
emigration to take the people where they would be so close in contact with
these apostates as they might bring them such information as would not be
desirable for them to obtain thus leading perhaps others to apostatize 71

other practical reasons existed for moving the frontier outfittingoutwittingoutfitting post
by 1864 the transcontinental railroad tracks had moved farther west 72 and
the distance to wyoming was shorter for river steamers that commenced
their trips from st joseph 73

the immigration agent at wyoming for 1864 was joseph W young
who provided welcome relief to the weary travelers As one immigrant
noted immediately on our arrival at wyoming we received provissionsprovissions
from the church agent consisting of flour pork dryedaryed apples rice sugar
and also soap for washing 117474

notwithstanding his hospitality young for practical reasons was
eager for the large groups of immigrants to move on elder john T gerber
noted that by late june 1864 about a thousand scandinavian saints and
one or two hundred saints of other nationalities were encamped at wyo-
ming 75 soon thereafter on july 4 joseph young wrote a letter to the LDS

agent in new york in which he said gen mcclelland s company came up
last night and oh my soul and all that is great ain t we rather busy and
noisy today I1 shall send these people off regardless of everything else they
will eat us up here in three weeks 0376117676

even after leaving the war zone the immigrants were not free from
encounters with soldiers mary hebden holroyd presented what appears
to be a fairly common view that the saints traveling west actually feared
the soldiers more than they did the indians she and her company were
instructed by their leader captain joseph hornehome to be as quiet as possible
so they could pass by the soldiers at fort laramie undetected 77 on occa-
sion soldiers searched the immigrating saints for gun powderpowder78778 and even
forced some to alter their journey and backtrack to fort bridger where
they were made to swear an oath of allegiance to the constitution before
being allowed to continue on to utah 7971
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on the other hand alma felt recalled that on one occasion his father
played fiddle for a company of soldiers all night before returning to
camp 80 and william priest recorded that when his wagon company
crossed the platte river he remained behind to help US soldiers repair the
bridge he caught up with his wagon company later 81 these were de-
finitely the exceptions to the general rule of tensionoftensionostension between the saints and
the soldiers

conclusion

the saints gathering to zion during the years oftheodtheof the civil war endured
the threat of wartime violence from the time they left their homelandshomelands
they encountered warships on the seas and the agitation and commotion
of troops in the cities once they landed they withstood cramped and mal-
odorous journeys in cattle cars endured searches and inspections by
troops and were subjected to the unnerving sound of nearby battles they
experienced delays crowded conditions and short supplies they bore the
antagonism and taunts of soldiers and faced the possibility of abduction or
conscription however despite the danger apprehension and inconve-
nience caused by the war it did not become a major hindrance to the
saints immigration in fact the war probably enhanced their sense of
urgency to gather to utah where they could find security and safety 81282112 in
spite of obstacles created by the conflict the saints continued to gather to
utah at a steady pace and under the lords watchful eye

the saints who came to the salt lake valley during the civil war had
come face to face with the lords promise in brigham young s immigration
revelation fear not thy enemies for they shall not have power to stop my
work fear not thine enemies for they are in mine hands and I1 will do
my pleasure with them dacd&c 13617 30 in 1842 joseph smith had pro-
claimed no unhallowed hand can stop the work from progressing
armies may assemble calumny may defame but the truth of god will go
forth 83 the courage and determination oftheseof these gathering saints passing
through the fires of the calamitous american civil war put flesh and
blood behind josephs bold declaration

fred E woods fred woodsbyuedu has been associate professor of church
history and doctrine at brigham young university since 1998 he received a BA in
psychology in 1981 and an MA in international relations with an emphasis in near east-
ern studies in 1985 from brigham young university and then a phd in middle
eastern studies in 1991 from the university ofutah related publications by this author
include when the saints came sailing in mormon immigration in mystic built clip-
per ships the log ofodtheofthethe mystic seaport 49 no i1 summer 1997 12 20 in 1999 pro-
fessor woods was the research fellow for the mariner s museum
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i1 websters dictionary of english usage springfield mass merriam webster
198919891389389 notes the following emigrate and immigrate make a case in which english
has two words where it could easily have made do with only one the two words have
the same essential meaning to leave one country to live in another and differ only
in emphasis or point ofviewofvieyofview emigrate stressing leaving and immigrate stressing enter-
ing however to further complicate things emigrate is used once the immigrant has
arrived in the new country and begins to emigrate to the west it should also be noted
that sometimes the foreign immigrants wererejoinedjoined by saints who gathered from the
eastern coast of ofamericaamerica or they merged with other LDS companies at frontier outfit
ting posts these saints would be properly termed emigrants as would those agents who
assisted them thus we have the title perpetual emigrating fund yet for the sake of
clarity and readability the words immigratelimigrationlimmigrantimmigrateimmigrationimmigrantandand emigrateemiemigratelemi
grationlemigrantgrationemigrantgration emigrant will be used synonymously throughout this paper

2 nearly all of these primary immigrant accounts are identified in mormonscormonsMormons on
the high seas a finders aid compiled by melvin L bashore and linda L haslam the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 19901990 located at the library division his-
torical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city
hereafter cited as LDS church library these narratives are listed in alphabetical

order according to the name of the various vessels and the year they crossed the
atlantic furthermore the 1997 98 church almanac salt lake city deseret news 1996
16216 63 lists twenty nine LDS voyages made during the civil war years I1 have identi-
fied an additional three voyages yet little is known of each of these independent voy-
ages over eleven thousand LDS converts voyaged to america on these thirty two
voyages of this number there are about 14040 known first person immigrant accounts

3 hundreds of examples of appeals for redress are found in clark V johnson
ed mormon redress petitions documents oftheodtheof the 1833 1838 missouri conflict religious
studies monograph series vol 16 provo utah religious studies center 1992 how-
ever it should be noted that appeals for redress were not necessarily denied solely from
animosity but rather from the hesitation of the federal government to intervene in the
affairs of individual states the provisions of the bill of rights in the constitution were
not extended to the states until after the civil war one notable exception was presi-
dent polksfolks agreement to extend a call to the mormon battalion which proved to be a
blessing to the saints

4 see norman F furniss the mormon conflict 18501850 59 new haven yale uni-
versity press 1966 for the best treatment of the utah expedition

5 see donald R moorman and gene A sessions camp floyd and the mormonscormonsMormons
the utah war salt lake city university of utah press 1992 and E B long the
saints and the union utah territory during the civil war urbana university of illinois
press 1981 for a history of the contentious relationship between the mormonscormons and the
US military during the civil war era

6 extract ofaof a letter from hon W H hooper december 161618601860 millennial
star 23 january 12 1861 3030 As noted above such grievances found their roots in the
saints unsuccessful petitions for redress from the missouri persecutions and the intru-
sion of US soldiers into utah territory as a result ofofbuchannansbucharmansBuch armans order

7 daniel H wells remarks deseret newsnas april 24186124 i86i 57
8 brigham young remarks deseret news may i1 1861 65

9 for a discussion of public statements made by church leaders about the civil
war see richard E bennett this awful tornado of suffering mormon interpreta-
tions of the civil war 1861 1865 paper presented at the annual mormon history
association meeting may 1999 ogden utah
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lo1010 see doctrine and covenants 87 and 13012 13 this prophecy was given on
december 252518321832 at the time of a political controversy known as the nullification
crisis this crisis was rooted in the south where people felt that they did not have the
same advantage as the northerners due to the costly protective tariff passed in 1832

this state of unrest centered in south carolina it was in this setting that joseph smith
received this prophecy on war see donald Q cannon A prophecy ofwardfwarofwar in stud-
ies in scripture ed robert L millet and kent P jackson 8 vols sandy utah randall
book 198413351984 1335 36

iin editorial civil war in america its importance as a warning to the saints
millennial star 23 may 111118611861 297 300300

12 the church emigration book 1862 LDS church library indicates that about
thirty six hundred european saints gathered west in 1862

13 the church emigration book 1863 LDS church library lists 3646 saints who
gathered that year during the years immediately preceding the war 1858 6060 only
2397 LDS immigrants gathered to zion and only about 2000 in 1861 after the war
commenced As stated above there were about 36003600 in 1862 and 3646 in 1863 the
number declined to 2633 in 1864864 and then dropped dramatically to 1301 in 1865865 after the
civil war ended see church emigration book for the years 1858 65 LDS church library

14 mary E fretwell davis autobiography i1 archives division historical
department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter
cited as LDS church archives

15 caroline martine anderson to charles K hansen june 171864 i1 trans edith
melgaard cox in history of caroline martine anderson first wife of charles keil
gaard hansen LDS church archives

16 david coombs journal 3 in possession of the author
17 richard crowther autobiography in our pioneer heritage comp kate B

carter 20 volsvois salt lake city daughters ofutah pioneers 1958 77 857
18 for battle statistics for the alabama see geoffrey C ward ken burns and ric

burns the civil war an illustrated history new york alfred A knopf 1990 326

ig19 charles william symons autobiography in carley budd meredith and dean
symons anderson the family ofcharlesof chatlescharlescharies william symons andan arzelladArzellaanzellaanzelia whitaker symons
privately printed 1986 6 see also james T sutton autobiography in carter our

pioneer heritage 17297 symons indicated that the ship the hudson encountered was
the georgia yet james sutton reported that it was the alabama however according to
ward burns and burns civil war 326 the alabama sank in june 1864 since the mor-
mon immigrant accounts indicate that this particular contact with the confederate ves-
sel occurred on july 8 it does not seem possible that it was the alabama the millennial
star reported the incident and stated that the confederate ship was either the georgia
or the rappahannockRappahannock correspondence john M kay and others to president can-
non july 191918641864 millennial starstar166 august 20201864864 540

20 see note 2
21 brigham young to elder franklin D richards august 2218541854 foreign corre-

spondencespon dence millennial star 16 october 282818541854 684
22 jacob gates diary entries for the end of 18601860 and beginning of 1861 LDS

church archives as cited in william G hartley the great florence fitout of 1861

byustudiesBYU Studies 24 no 3 19843411984 341 42 and william G hartley down and backwagonbuckwagonback wagon
trains bringing the saints to utah in 1861 ensign 15 september 1985 29 31

23 arrivals ofsaintsof saints at new york millennial star 23 june 22186122 i86i 394 several
immigration accounts also mention jones aiding the immigration process that his
time as an agent was limited is noted by the fact that wilford woodruff recorded that
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both elder nathaniel V jones and elder jacob gates preached in the salt lake taber-
nacle on august 181818611861 wilford woodruff wilford woodruff s journal 1833 1898 type-
script ed scott G kenney 9 vols midvale utah signature books 1983 84 5590 it
seems logical that elder jones returned to his home in the salt lake valley after the im-
migration season ended for 1861 he was replaced by horace eldredge in 1862 william
staines in 1863 64 and thomas taylor in 1865

24 nathaniel V jones to rebecca jones april 222218611861 i1 special collections and
archives university libraries special collections utah state university logan utah

25 the best work on castle garden immigration in general is george J svejda
castle garden as an immigration depot 1855 1890 US national parks service
US department of the interior 1968 on the LDS immigration experience through
castle garden see don H smith castle garden the emigrant receiving station in
new york harbor nauvoo journal lo1010 spring 1998 41 52

26 eli wiggill autobiography 454 LDS church archives
27 wiggill autobiography 457 58 another LDS immigrant who voyaged to new

york shortly after wiggillsWiggills group also described military music in the air the first
thing I1 saw was the military parading the streets of new york and drumming up for
volunteers to go and fight the south all work was stopped to make men enlist and
as I1 had no money it looked rather blue for me meaning he was tempted to join the
yankees and put on their uniform but I1 had faith william probert jr autobiogra-
phy in biography of william riley and hussler ann probert stevens comp and ed
orvilla allred stevens privately printed 1981 56

28 wiggill journal 460460 61

29 john david thompson mcallister journals 1851 1906 may 25186225 1862 49 LDS
church archives

30 mcallister journals 411 captain trask made three voyages with LDS immi-
grants across the atlantic during the civil war two on the manchester 1861 and 1862

and one on the general mcclellan 1864 see conway B sonne saints ships and
marineromarinersMariners A maritime encyclopedia of mormon migration 1830 18901890 salt lake city
university of utah press 1987 84136

31 william jeffries reminiscences and diary 154 LDS church archives
32 jeffries reminiscences and diary 156

33 F W blake diary ofoffF W blake april december 1861 may 22186122.186122186 LDS
church archives

34 elijah larkin diaries ofelijahofelijahbillah larkin typescript 466 67 LDS church archives
35 barry wride journal and autobiography 13 14 special collections and manu-

scripts harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah hereafter cited
as BYU special collections

36 for information on church trains see john K hulmston mormon immigra-
tion in the i86os186os the story of the church trains utah historical quarterly 58 no i1
winter 1990 32 48 and for an excellent account of the 1861 church trains see hartley
great florence fitout 341 71 church trains were sent from salt lake city to both flor-

ence and wyoming nebraska to assist the foreign saints during the war years 1861 64
the 1865 immigration season did not begin until the civil war had already ended

37 the immigration agent at florence was jacob gates in 1861 joseph W young
in 1862 and col feramorz little in 1863 hartley great florence fitout 343 anders
perrson lofgreen autobiography 41 LDS church archives and church emigration
book 1863 LDS church library

38 it should here be noted that not all wagon trains were church down and back
trains but some were independent wagon trains that were not as well supplied with
provisions for the final leg of the trip to the salt lake valley
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39 olaus johnson autobiography in chronicles of ofcouragecourage comp lesson com-
mittee 7 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1990 96 5299 two years
later obtaining passenger cars was still a problem due to the war see the history of
mary ann ward webb and her diary oftheodtheof the journey to utah 1864 in robert R king
and kaykayatkinsonatkinson king maryannmatymary ann webb her life and ancestry mclean va america
society for genealogy and family history 1996 108 and jane L sprunt warner gar
ner autobiography i1 in WPA biographical sketches utah state historical society
salt lake city

40 probert autobiography 57

41 william ajax diary log109 LDS church archives
42 william wood autobiography 105 LDS church archives
43 mary E fretwell davis autobiography i1 LDS church archives
44 mary charlotte jacobs soffe the story of my life 12 LDS church archives
45 thomas weber the northern railroads in the civil war 1861 1865 new york

columbia university press 1952 13 for a description of this rail route see samuel F

walker autobiography 2 copy by cheryl A bean in possession of author wiggill
autobiography 460460 mary ann savill tame journal in florence C youngberg saville
heritage privately printed 1985 496 peter nielsen journal 357 LDS church archives
for the most detailed account listing over eighty railroad stations from the east coast all
the way to st joseph missouri see david john journal 252 BYU special collections

46 william yates journals 1848 91 186 87 LDS church archives
47 several accounts specifically mention groups of immigrants taking the steam

boat blackhawk from quincy to hannibal see for example william ajax diary 108108

LDS church archives reuben mcbride journal 23 LDS church archives john
henry humphrey barker journal 3030 LDS church archives and peter nielsen jour
nal 358

48 barry wride journal and autobiography 14 BYU special collections
49 stanley B kimball sail and rail pioneers before 1869 BYU studies 35 no 2

099519951995 23 27 for an account of the 1864 emigration season at wyoming nebraska see
craig S smith wyoming nebraska territory joseph W young and the mormon
emigration of 1864 in this issue 30 51

50 journal of joseph coulsen rich 19 LDS archives
51 john henry humphrey barker journal june 2118623021186230 LDS church archives
552 john penman reminiscences 29 LDS church archives
53 ola nelson stohl diaries june 16186212 LDS church archives
54 mary ann rawlings aveson reminiscences in A history ortheof the richard rawlrailrawi

ings family comp gladys rawlings lemon privately printed 1986 loo100 this incident
may have taken place when the travelers encountered a destroyed bridge and were
forced to cross a river on foot or perhaps when they were walking from the steamship
docks to the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting post in wyoming nebraska see smith wyoming nebraska
territory this issue 43

55 william H freshwater diary in carter our pioneer heritage 7250 it
should here be noted that missouri chose to be a neutral state during the civil war yet
her land was stained by much bloodshed as a result of federal troops being forced to
deal with confederate sympathizers in missouri who launched a series of continual
guerrilla assaults st joseph missouri was a very hot spot during the war because it was
a key railroad depot not only were the lives of the mormon immigrants in danger as
they traveled west but also the lives of local missourian civilians were continually in
jeopardy for an excellent treatment on this topic in general see michael fellman
inside war the guerrilla conflict in missouri during the american civil war new
york oxford university press 19891989 especially 27 28
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56 elizabeth staheli walker history of barbara sophia haberli staheli 2 LDS
church archives

57 mary ann ward webb and her diary 96
58 thomas henry white autobiography i LDS church archives
59 white autobiography i1
6060 white autobiography i1
61 charles henry john west reminiscences in an enduring legacy comp les-

son committee 112 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1977977 89 5241 42
62 john durrant autobiography in carter our pioneer heritage 9292
63 dozens of primary accounts mention this route through canada see jens

christian weibye daybook 19 20 LDS church archives john redington journal
355235351 52 LDS church archives martin petersen kuhre reminiscences and diary 44
LDS church archives john henry humphrey barker journal 27 28 LDS church
archives and elijah larkin diary 470 72 LDS church archives weber northern
railroads 13 notes that at the time of the war this canadian route took between thirty
seven and thirty nine hours while the route passing through just the states from new
york to chicago took about thirty six hours

64 christopher alston autobiography in carter our pioneer heritage 837
65 brigham young to george Q cannon march 11 1862 and march 18 1862

brigham young letter books LDS church archives see also kimball sail and rail
pioneers 27 in an article titled what the saints must do who want to emigrate
millennial star 23 june 8 1861 361 christopher alston asserts that the civil war had
a depressing effect upon the american market which obviously had an impact on im-
migration procedures this assertion may not be entirely wrong in april 1862 brigham
young advised george Q cannon of the following should any sermusserious difficulty arise
between england and america of which events well seasonably notify you when the
way is hedged up on our seaboardsea board and in the thickly settled northern states you will
probably be able to pass through canada and then on some unmolested route to this
place brigham young to george Q cannon april 12 1862862 brigham young letter
books LDS church archives here young is referring to the saints entering canada
through the port of quebec a route cannon had suggested in previous letters see
george Q cannon to brigham young january 171718611861 and february 81862 brigham
young papers LDS church archives

66 francis george wall autobiography quoted in carter our pioneer heri-
tage 7364

67 carl christian nikolai dorius journal in earl N dorius the dorius heritage
privately printed 1976 107

68 the name josephites is another term for members of the reorganized
church of jesus christ of latter day saints led by joseph smith 111IIIililii commencing in
18601860 see richard P howard reorganized church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof latter day saints
RLDS church in encyclopedia ofmormonismof Mormonism ed daniel H ludlow 4 vols new

york macmillan 1992 31211 16

69 white autobiography i
70 amos M musser diary july 33318571857 20 LDS church archives
71 H N hansen an account of a mormon family s conversion to the religion

of the latter day saints and their trip from denmark to utah annals of 1lowaiowaa 41

summer 1971 722

72 hartley great florence fitout 371371

73 Huhhulmstonnston story of the church trains 38

74 nils christian flygare autobiography 54 nils C flygare collection BYU
special collections
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75 andrew jenson latter day saint emigration from wyoming nebraska
nebraska history magazine 17 april june 1936 116ilg

76 joseph W young to joseph A young july 41864 jenson latter day saint
emigration 116

77 sketch of the life of dinah williams holroyd 1921192144 5 LDS church archives
it isis important to distinguish between civil war soldiers and military men stationed inin
variousvarious parts of the west because of the threat of indians soldiers at fort laramie and
other western posts were nearly always assigned to such locations as a result of poten-
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wyoming nebraska territory
joseph W young and the mormon
emigration of 1864

craig S smith

on a mild and pleasant monday february 221864 joseph A young in
company with elders william C staines john W young and H B claw-
son departed salt lake city by overland mail stage for the east to organize
and direct the years gathering of saints to zion joseph W young also ap-
pointed to this task had already left the city on the preceding stage after
extensive labors ensuring a successful emigration these untiring servants
did not return to their homes and families until late september when the
last emigrants were outfitted and on the final leg of their journey

As agent assigned joseph A young the oldest son of brigham young
worked with william staines and john young joseph A s letter ofappointof appoint-
ment stated that he was to take the general charge and oversight of affairs
pertaining to our this years immigration in the united states more partic-
ularly in new york city and from said city to this territory and to
regulate advise counsel and control said affairs pertaining to said immi-
gration assisting joseph A young joseph W young son of brigham
youngs brother lorenzo dow young juggled and oversawalloveroversawoversadsawallsawaliallaliail aspects oftheodtheof the
1864 emigration at the small insignificant frontier town of wyoming
nebraska on the missouri river forty four miles south of omaha I11

the monumental efforts of the church agents in implementing and
achieving a successful mormon emigration are generally not considered in
most studies stories oftheodtheof the mormon emigration typically focus on the faith
sacrifices and hardships of the emigrants themselves during their trek to
zion what is usually not examined is the tremendous amount of behind
the scenes organizing planning and preparing required for a successful
emigration each year church leaders and agents began their endless labor
months before the saints embarked on their famous journey this was espe-
cially true for the down and back church wagon trains of the i86os186os per-
haps the most ingenious and productive of the various emigration
experiments implemented by the church including the earlier handcartshandcarts 2

down and back wagon trains

after some experimentation in 18601860 the church successfully employed
the down and back wagon trains in the years 1861 64 1866 and 1867 to

BYU studie539Studiestudiesstudle53939 no i1 22002000wooo20002ooo 31
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facilitate the gathering of the poor saints for this innovative scheme the
church requested that each utah ward or settlement donate as tithing
credit wagons teamsters and supplies for the formation ofwagonof wagon compa-
nies these companies left salt lake city in the late spring for the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting
post on the missouri river they returned in the late summer and fall of
the same year with the season s emigrants and freight this program en-
abled the church and the perpetual emigration fund with their limited re-
sources to continue emigration without large outlays of money to buy
oxen wagons and other supplies at the missouri the opportunity to return
with church and private freight an added bonus of the plan contributed
to the self sufficiency ofutahof utah during the i86os186os

previously the church had used a similar system during the 1846 exo-
dus from nauvoo after the initial group of weary refugees arrived at the
missouri river in mid june they unloaded their belongings and the men
returned with their wagons and teams to retrieve the less fortunate saints
as they evacuated nauvoo in late summer and fall

the complexity of implementingofimplementing down and back trains required con-
siderablesiderable planning and organizing on the part of church leaders and
agents the leaders had to request enough wagons and teamsters from each
mormon settlement ranging from st george in the south to cache val-
ley in the north and bring them all together at the proper time the trains
had to time their departure from salt lake city in order to reach the stag-
ingng area on the missouri river at approximately the same time that the
emigrants arrived from the east passage to the outfittingoutwittingoutfitting post for the emi-
grants had to be arranged on ships trains and steamboats the agent at
the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting post on the missouri had to ensure that enough supplies
wagons and other freight were on hand he also had to coordinate the
incoming emigrants who arrived in large numbers with the waiting
church trains to ensure that all emigrants and freight were assigned to one
of the companies returning to salt lake city

the outwittingoutfittingOutfitting post at wyoming nebraska

the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting towns on the missouri played a pivotal role for all these
efforts during the emigration though much has been written on the mor-
mon emigration little has been detailed concerning the down and back
outwittingoutfittingout fitting towns especially wyoming nebraska 3 wyoming was the center
of much activity on the frontier between 1864 and 1866 and was the last
mormon outpost on the missouri prior to the advent of the transconti-
nental railroad today this town is all but forgotten and the site where it
once stood is now a cornfield 4

an understanding of the complex administrative efforts of emigra-
tion agent joseph W young5younga and his assistants at wyoming in 1864 provides
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a small piece oftheodtheof the picture oftheodtheofthe mormon emigration during the down
and back decade of the i86os186os the year 1864 was especially important in
that it was the first year the church used wyoming as the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting
point on the missouri this particular year also proved quite trouble-
some due to the raging civil war which made obtaining supplies and
transportation difficult and expensive 6 increased indian white hostili-
ties along the platte river route also contributed to the difficulties of the
return trip to salt lake city

the first order of business for joseph A young and joseph W young
was the selection of a new point on the missouri river to replace the
previous outwittingoutfittingoutfitting station in florence nebraska after leaving salt lake
city joseph A journeyed on the overland stage route to kearney where
he met joseph W on march 3 early the next morning the weary travelers
were awakened by the famous satirist artemus ward who had just spent a
month in salt lake city ward expressed great friendship for the saints
and said we were a slandered and misused people and that he would do his
best to make us better known 177

the youngs next stop was omaha where they banked their funds
checked on the remaining stored freight including an organ and completed
other necessary business when the merchants of omaha discovered that
the church was pulling the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting station out of florence they exerted
much effort to persuade the agents to stay making very generous offersonersboners

after concluding their business in omaha joseph A and joseph W boarded
the steamboat denver and traveled to nebraska city and the town and land-
ing of wyoming at the same time they continued making arrangements
for the emigration with the steamboat operators and merchants 8

upon examining wyoming they found it a very desireabledesireable place to fit

up at with the exception ifftifitif it is an exception oftheodtheof the scarcity ofbuildingsofbuildings 1 I9

the merchants of nebraska city and proprietors of wyoming because of
their desire for the business oftheodtheof the emigration and their intense rivalry with
omaha quickly agreed to give the church complete control of the town
plat the steamboat landing and fit us up a good warehouse 10

at this time the town ofwyomingofwyoming located about seven miles north of
nebraska city and forty four miles south of omaha consisted of only
about a half dozen occupied houses and two unoccupied larger build-
ings a warehouse and a hotel 11 the businessmen of the area resolved to
refurbish the buildings for the churchschurche use they also promised to ensure
that no license would be issued for the sale of liquor in the town of wyo-
ming except for some expense for adding sheds and corrals the town was
ready for the emigration 12 the millennial star proclaimed some of the
advantages of wyoming as the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting point

it is a very healthy location and has a fine range for stock in its vicinity it has
a good landing and what is very rare on the missouri river it is composed
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of gravel and rock the distance from wyoming to the valley is about
20 miles shorter than from florence and by the saints landing there a dis-
tance ofsomeorsomeof some 8080 or go90 miles ofriverof niverriver travel will be saved 13

of course this shorter distance would result in a savings for shipping
freight and passengers from new york thereby reducing the cost of the
emigration joseph W young predicted that transportation would be fifty
cents less per passenger to wyoming than to florence 14

travel arrangements and supplies for the emigrants

with the major task of locating a good outwittingoutfittingoutfitting point completed the
youngs departed nebraska city on march 9 for st joseph st louis and
chicago to tackle the next chores of organizing the emigration they had
to negotiate steamboat and railroad passage for the emigrants who would
be coming west by train from new york city as well as order wagons and
obtain a wide range of other supplies

As theyjourneyed south the signs of the civil war at first included only
a scarcity of laborers and a small squad of soldiers in almost every little

town but as they approached missouri and st joseph they encountered
burnt houses deserted farms and partly abandoned towns occupied by ill

mannered and still more ill looking soldiers joseph A young recorded
that the whole face of the country from where we crossed the mam2M line to
st joseph bears the impress oftheodtheof the judgments oftheodtheof the almighty 15 more evi-
dences of the war were apparent along the hannibal and st joseph rail-
road where they saw every few miles the debris of a wreckedwrecked55 train and
concluded were it not that god is with his people the thought of the
saints travelling over such a road would be almost unbearable 111616

major effects of the war were the high cost of everything and the diffi-
culty of obtaining the necessary supplies the youngs failed to procure
wagons at espenshieds in st louis due to the lack of seasoned timbers and
concern over the uncertain state of the currency fortunately they were
able to order over one hundred of the badly needed wagons from peter
schuttler in chicago at very high prices based on these prices they esti-
mated that for 1864 the cost of outwittingoutfittingoutfitting a wagon with oxen from the fron-
tier would be over 35000350.0035000 including wagon covers and tents and about

150.0015000 for only a wagon without covers and teams
after securing the wagons joseph A young continued his journey on

march 15 to new york and liverpool to focus on other matters of the emi-
gration joseph W young returned to wyoming bybywayway of st louis to start
his labors oftheodtheof the season 17

upon his return to st louis joseph W again wrote to brigham young
complaining about the high prices and difficulties arising from the war he
had been able to purchase the necessary chains soap & candles stoves
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bake kettles and make arrangements with them for all the goods our emi-
grants may want on what I1 consider much better terms than I1 could pos-
sibly buy of the jobbers though he felt it almost impossible to get up an
outfit however he did end his letter on a positive note stating that I11 I never
saw the fog so thick but what a brisk wind would clear the sky and it will
clear this time he concluded with his thoughts on st louis and the war

the army is all that is thought of here mules for the army horses for the
army beef for the army wagons for the army men for the army and

women for the army where the feelings of the people are I1 dont
know and then I1 do know I1 hear men say this war has been a splendid
thing for st louis A splendid thing for alton the war has made
chicago the war has been a great thing for us A gentleman showing
me a large wholesale house yesterday remarked that the war has been
worth a million to the firm I1 verily believe there are those who would
rejoice at rivers of blood if they could make a few dollars in the opperaopperm
tionseions but I1 must not morralizemortalizemorralize 18

preparations at the outwittingoutfittingOutfitting post

by the end of march joseph W young was back in wyoming
nebraska and during april and may except for a side trip to omaha to re-
solve some legal matters he was busily preparing for the arrival of the emi-
grants and church trains this extensive effort involved setting up office
and warehouse space purchasing lots and buildings obtaining enough wag-
ons and cattle buying large amounts of provisionsofprovisions such as bacon and flour
unloading and storing the constant flow of offreightfreightaffreight and ensuring the proper
shipment of freightoffreightaffreight including the organ left at omaha the previous season
starting in june all had to be ready for the massive onslaught of the
church trains from the west and emigrants from the east

to add to these labors joseph W was constantly worried about the
health of his family and the lack of news was a continuous trial he typi-
cally ended his letters to brigham young with a concern have not heard
from my family lately hope they are well we would be very glad of a

deseret news 19

joseph W assisted by N S beatie busily readied the town of wyo-
ming they spent part of april arranging their office and warehouse and
by april 24 joseph happily reported to brigham young that he was writing
from his new office away from the noise & talk of a hotel they also
moved into a boarding house that was not oftheodtheof the latest parisian style and
employed a man and his wife to cook do chores &cac 20 other improve-
ments included building sheds corrals fences and a stable when the op-
portunityportunity presented itself joseph W purchased lots and buildings in the
town during april and may he paid 400 for a two story stone building
and lots 350 for houses and lots and 170 for a stone warehouse 21
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A major question at this time was whether to encourage the growth
oftheodtheof the town or leave it in a fairly undeveloped state brigham and joseph W
agreed that the town should definitively not be developed and should
be as brigham strongly stated a quiet secluded good convenient and
sufficiently near civilization outwittingoutfittingoutfitting point for our freight and immi-
gration for practical reasons joseph W argued that the businessmen of
nebraska city who owned most oftheodtheof the lots in wyoming strongly discour-
aged the development of a closely located competing town and that he
had promised them that the church wanted the room more than the town

joseph W also felt it important that the saints be some what away
from gentile influences because it is utterly impossibly sic to have a
town in this country without having beer salons whiskey shops whore
houses and scoundrels all around you you must fight them and stand
guard over the weak minded but good hearted sisters and many times
brethren to keep them from being destroyed providing insights into his
handsonhands on management style brigham young concluded this discussion
with joseph W by instructing 1 I trust you will always frankly and fully ex-
press to me your views upon any and every subject of importance in your
official operations for that gives me a chance to sanction or correct as my
judgementjudgement may direct 31221122372222

in addition to the many tasks joseph W young was asked to imple-
ment brigham young also suggested it will be well to plant some corn if
you have or can readily procure a suitable spot of ground and employ a

good reliable and responsible person it appears that this request was just
too much for the busy joseph W who responded in a later letter 1 I hardly
think we will be able to carry it out but will see what can be done most of
the improved & unoccupied farms in this neighborhoods have had the
fences burnt up & destroyed till they are open prairie and I1 don t know of
a feild sic that is secure that we can get 13231123332323

of considerable importance to the successful emigration was securing
enough supplies and food for the emigrants rations joseph W young was
continuously on the lookout for good deals in early april he was able to
secure sixty thousand pounds of bacon at what he considered the great
price of 10lo10 ctsacts for side and ii11 ctsacts for hams by april 24 he gleefully noted
that the bacon was worth 1500 more than he had paid for it he was
equally successful in procuring the necessary flour on may 12 he ex-
plained that he and his associates were using every exertion to be ready
for the emigrants and were getinggating in our flour as fast as two good teams
can draw it from the mills and do the other work have our bacon now
in warehouse 24

joseph W young received more badly needed assistance in late april
when elders richard bentley and warren S snow arrived in wyoming
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from their european missionary efforts in a letter dated may 15 which was
eventually published in the millennial star bentley stated that he had
charge oftheodtheof the warehouse and store and was receiving a very large amount

of provisions including 2500 sacks of flour 70000 pounds of bacon
8080 sacks of beans 50 sacks of dried apples a stock of dry goods and gro-
ceries stoves etc 31251125332525

due to problems associated with the war cattle and wagons for the in-
dependent trains and for the freight trains proved more difficult to obtain
in the necessary numbers at reasonable prices throughout april and may
stock prices continued to increase and joseph W young had trouble pur-
chasing any cattle even at the high prices of 120 to 150150 a head cattle were
so scarce that his four day trip in mid april failed to procure any this
scarcity was partly the result of the army taking such an immense quan-
tity ofbeefofbeefbeeg another factor was the inflation of greenbacksgreenbacks forcing people
to keep their cattle in fear of losing money due to the decreasing value of
the currency joseph W found it is not unusual for farmers to say 1I would
rather keep my cattle than to keep green backs he had hoped but failed to
prevail on joseph A young to transfer gold from liverpool to buy cattle by
late may government plans to issue large contracts to freight five thousand
tons of supplies to the western military posts increased demand for the al-
ready meager supply the only positive note to these difficulties was the
possibility that prospectors returning from the gold mines would sell their
cattle cheap at the missouri though most of the heavy traffic of the season
was heading west to the mines and not returning due to the scarcity and
high prices joseph W young had to go as far as sioux city in late may to
acquire the necessary cattle 26

wagons were even more of a problem the final shipment of wagons
originally ordered on march 15 from peter schuttler in chicago did not ar-
rive until the end of july as the emigration season was concluding this
long delay continuously caused joseph W great concern he complained in
every letter to brigham young that our wagons are very late in coming
and wrote peter schuttler often to determine the problem schuttler re-
sponded to youngs many inquiries asking that he remain patient and that
schuttler was doing all in his power to get them up but says it is almost
impossible to get men and every few days they strike for higher wages in
addition to the labor problems shipment of the wagons was slow due to
war related delays along the railroads to free up the lagging shipments
joseph W assigned a brother shipp to travel back along the railroads and
stay with the wagons until they finally arrived at wyoming these long
delays forced joseph W to buy wagons locally for some of the freighting
companies 2717 by july the frustrated young protested to schuttler

I1 hardly know what to say to you about the matter I1 presume you have had
trouble in getting them up but the loss and inconveniences which I1 suffer
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daily for the want of them is almost greater than the worth of the wagons
our teams are all here ready to load but no wagons our emigrants are here
waiting their wagons but none for them ifyouisyouifyou would be in my place for one
day and I1 could look on and laugh I1 would call it square and find no more
fault not withstanding we suffer a clear loss of at least 500 for everyry day we
wait here unnecessarily 28

the constant flow of freight into wyoming kept joseph W and his
assistants extremely busy with this almost unceasing activity they un-
loaded the first freight of the season from the steamboat calypso on april 22
the next shipment arrived april 26 on the steamboat denver from then on
large quantities of freight appeared every few days throughout may june
and july in addition to the badly needed provisions and supplies for the
emigration much of the freight destined for salt lake city was shipped for
firms such as hooper & eldridge and kimball & lawrence and for individ-
uals such as A 0 smoot and wilford woodruff 2921

As with all aspects oftheodtheof the 1864 emigration the war caused considerable
delay in receiving much of the freight joseph W young complained that
11 there is no dependancedependencedependance on rail roads or boats government takes either
whenever it pleases and everybody else has to stand back and he often
sent someone back along the railroads to pry loose a blockade the mor
mons however had preference over all other passengers & freighters by
july 4 joseph W notified joseph A young that there were mountains of
freight so high that we cannot see the tops and still filling up 3330113030

during these considerable preparations joseph W young also re-
sponded to special requests from brigham young at one point brigham
instructed joseph to carefully boat the organ and other equipment and
supplies left in florence down the missouri to wyoming for shipment to
salt lake city brigham young expressed special concern over one of the
boxes some lo1010 12 feet long by some 5 feet wide and some 14 inches deep
and lectured joseph on the best way to load the heavy box onto a wagon
because you may be at some loss about loading the large box to the best
advantage and I1 will suggest two ways the two ways included altering
the axle trees of the wagon in various ways to admit the box lying flat the
practical joseph always trying to closely follow brighambrighamsBrighamss advice ques-
tioned will it do any harm to bring on the edge if it will not I1 can load
it fast enough I1 presume it has already had harder knocks than it will ever
get again if it will not ride safely on the edge I1 can load one or the other
way that you mention 3331113131

organization of the wagon trains

As joseph W young made preparations in wyoming others in the
utah settlements organized church trains for their journey east while
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immigrants and european agents prepared for the voyage across the ocean
and north american continent in late february bishop edward hunter
notified the wards and settlements oftheirof their quotas ofwagonsofwagons and personnel
required for the 1864 church trains washington county s assignment in-
cluded twenty eight ox mule or horse teams and wagons and two
mounted guards each team if oxen to consist of four yoke of good oxen
ofproperof proper age or four mules or horses and a wagon strong enough to bring
thirty hundred good chicago wagons being preferable 11323132333232

of the three hundred wagons requested cache valley s charge was
thirty wagons six from logan three wagons were sent from kaysvillewaysvilleKaysville 33

all other communities were assessed similar numbers bishop hunter also
instructed the various leaders to be as careful as possible to select honest
temperate good upright and responsible men for teamsters and guards
men who will conduct themselves properly on all occasions demeaning
themselves as they would if on missions preaching the gospel for they are
called to fill important missions he thought the teamsters and guards of
the previous year were 11very good and preferred the use of the same list
for the outfit of this season 3431

the work of the teamsters and guards during the emigration which
could extend up to seven months counted toward their required labor
tithing As part of their labor tithing they each had to supply their own
provisions and other necessary articles for the journey crediting labor
tithing reduced the actual expenditures of the church for the emigraemiera
tion but limited the number of other projects that could be accomaccod
plishedplishekpli shed though the saints faithfully followed the orders as best they
could their assignments resulted in many hardships especially in the
drier poorer settlements of the south washington county residents ex
pressed concern that our teams travel seven hundred miles farther
than the teams in and around salt lake for which we have heretofore
received no additional compensation last year our teams being com
pelledbelled to wait seven weeks at florence for their loading were seven
months making the trip while some other trains made it in four months
and receive the same compensation 3135113535

by mid april many of the teams and wagons started out from their
dispersed settlements for salt lake city or for the gathering location in
echo canyon east of salt lake city As they arrived they formed six com-
panies of church trains each with a captain the captains for the 18186464 emi-
gration were john R murdock william B preston joseph S rawlins
william S warren isaac A canfield and william hyde these companies
departed for the east during the first few days of may on may io10 brigham
young was able to report in a telegram sent to nebraska city three trains
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passed bridger todayto day and two are eastcast of little sandy all making good
timetime36 totals sent to the missouri for the season included 170 wagons and
the means to purchase 94 wagons 1717 oxen and the means to buy 8080 oxen
58 horses and 28 mules 27 mounted guards and 244 teamsters 37

travel from europe to wyoming nebraska

halfway around the world in europe other efforts on behalf of the
immigrants were also moving forward on march 131864 the millennial
star announced that it was the intention ofofbrighambrigham young and the brethren
11 to send down teams this season from great salt lake city to florence to
carry up the emigrating saints and requested the names and deposits of
those intending to emigrate also the orders for oxen wagons &cac with
the money necessary for their purchase 38

this announcement kicked offtheoff the beginning oftheodtheof the emigration season
and saints throughout the british isles and northern europe began their
preparations for the long journey the raging war of austria and prussia
against denmark hampered these efforts in scandinavia but upwards of
800800 souls from scandinavia managed to travel safely to liverpool in time
to leave on the first ship of the season with even less disturbance than in
previous years many young danish men of the age that required them to
serve in the military were also allowed to depart without problems 3931

the church agents in england under the direction of european mis-
sion president george Q cannon chartered three sailing ships for the 1864
emigration the monarch oftheodtheof the sea sailed from liverpool on april 28 with
974 saints and arrived in new york city on june 3 the general mcclellan
left liverpool on may 21 with 802 saints and docked at new york city on
june 23 and the hudson departed london on june 3 with 863 individuals
and reached new york city on july 19 table i1 40

TABLE i1 summary of companies leaving liverpool and london 1864

comp company no of departed arrived arrived
no vessel president persons england newnm york wyoming

127 monarch odtheoftheof the sea john smith 974 april 28 june 3 june 15 16

128 general mcclellan thomas jeremy 802 may 21 june 23 july 3

129 hudson johnjohnmkayJohnMM kay 863 june 3 july 19 august 2

SOURCE data from church emigration book 1868811862186 1881881 library division historical department
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

after clearing emigration at castle gardens agents rushed the emi-
grants up the hudson river to albany where they caught a train west they
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continued on trains through detroit and chicago to quincy 41 many oftheodtheof the
emigrants arrived in new york city without money or means to procure
food and other necessities because oftheodtheof the large number ofneedyof needy emigrants
and the train delays the railroad distributed biscuits and cheese at some
locations during the journey at chicago judge kinney W S godbe and
RE A H mitchell donated fifty dollars to help the poor 42

at quincy the emigrants had to ferry across the mississippi river
where they boarded a railroad spur that connected to the hannibal and
st joseph railroad to st joseph due to the war and the destructive guer-
rilla warfare being waged across missouri this portion of the eventful trip
was often the most trying many of the saints noted destroyed and burned
bridges and torn up track causing delays and forcing them to carry their
baggage across streams and creeks one emigrant recorded the ordeal

at seven oclock on the morning of the 28th we left on the train and after
forty miles we came to the burnt bridge there it was necessary for us to
carry all of our baggage a half mile boards were laid across the canal to walk
on we stayed there until all the supplies and baggage were brought across
there stood the soldiers from the north and awaited any minute those from
the south 43

finally after enduring these problems the emigrants arrived at st joseph
for their last leg of the journey up the missouri by steamboat to wyoming

As all components oftheodtheofthe emigration were converging on wyoming brig-
ham young wrote joseph W young informing him of the important deci-
sion not to send church trains to the missouri for the 1865 emigration
season A letter announcing the decision was later published in the sep-
tember 17 issue of the millennial star so much had been credited to the
labor tithing accounts that the cost of sending church trains was hinder-
ing the progress of the work upon the temple many of the emigrants
helped by the church had been negligent in reimbursing the perpetual
emigrating fund and a large amount of indebtedness had accumulated
which renders it impossible to remunerate for the labor tithing 44 church
leaders decided to focus the resources of the church during 1865 on the
building of the temple instead of on emigration

arrival of the church trains and emigrants

the first church train of the season john murdocks mule and horse
train of about seventy five wagons rolled into wyoming on june 6 table 2

accompanying murdocks train were daniel H wells and brigham young jr
with their families on their way to a mission in england 45 joseph W
young was so busily engaged with his extensive daily activities supervising
the many aspects oftheodtheof the emigration that he had not the time to spend with
them which I1 would have liked 46
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TABLE 2 summary of church emigration companies leaving wyoming 1864

captain arrived departed no of no of arrived
church train wyoming wyoming persons wagons salt lake city

john D chase june 26 85 28 september 20
johnjohndmurdocklD murdock 1 june 6 june 29 78 16 august 26
william S preston 2 june 21 july 8 380 50 september 15

joseph S rawlins 3 june 26 july 15 400 63 september 20
william S warren 4 july 2 july 21 329 65 october 4
john smith beg july 15 150 60 september 25

october I11

issac A canfield 5 befbeabefjuly3july 3 july 27 211 50 october 5

william hyde 6 july 3 august 9 350 62 october 30
warren S snow august 17 400 62 november 2

SOURCE data from church emigration book 18628811862 1881iggi library didivisionvision histhistoricalorical department
the church of jesus chrischristchrlst of latter day saints

the animals of murdocksMurdocksochs train looked well and would have been
ready to start home almost immediately except that the wagons ordered
from chicago still had not arrived joseph W young made every attempt to
start the emigrants out just as soon as possible after their arrival but
problems due to the war kept mounting he disappointedly confessed we
were all in hopes that as the season advanced things would into better
shape but they are getting worse & worse gold goes one notch higher
every battle that is fought and owners advance prices to match 47

on june 15 and 16 steamboats from st joseph dropped off the first
large company of tolerably healthy emigrants those that had crossed
the ocean in the monarch ortheof thefhe sea their arrival added another dimension
to the already strained resources of joseph W young and his staff the first
order of business was to shelter and care for the approximately one thou-
sand scandinavian saints and one or two hundred saints ofotherofother national-
ities that had disembarkedembarkeddis at wyoming the rainy weather did not help
matters the agents at wyoming had few tents and the emigrants suffered
from exposure but they finally put most of the women and children into
one room of the stone ware house the emigrants quickly constructed
bowerieswoweriesboweries and obtained stoves for their camps while they waited for the
church trains to arrive and organize 48

joseph W young and his assistants had much to organize and prepare
they had to ensure that the emigrants had enough to eat distributing
rations for their stay at wyoming as well as for the trip across the plains
they had to assign individuals to wagons and church trains and time the
arrival of the trains with the arrival of the emigrating saints all of these
transactions had to be tracked and recorded in the account books

the established rate for passage from wyoming to salt lake city for
adults was fifty five dollars children under ten were half price and luggage
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over fifty pounds each was charged at twenty cents per pound if individu-
als paid in advance the costs were slightly less in addition to preparing the
emigrants the agents had to continuously deal with the freight that piled
higher each day 49 much of this considerable freight had to be crammed
into the wagons with the emigrants

occasional telegrams between brigham young and joseph W young facil-
itated some communication throughout june and early july though the near-
est telegraph offices for joseph were in nebraska city and omaha brigham
answered some of josephs questions and joseph reported to salt lake city
when a number of church trains were leaving the town ofwyomingofwyoming 50

paying attention to the small details and implementing instructions
from salt lake city was also an important part of the agentsjobagents job these de-
tails included determining the best procedures for handling the extra lug-
gage brought by the emigrants probably because of the mounting unpaid
debt of previousofprevious emigrants instructions from salt lake city requested that
all extra luggage of the passengers be sent separately to a warehouse in salt
lake city where individuals would obtain it only after payment joseph W
aware of the rigors of the journey and trying to be as efficient as possible
argued that the small amount of overweight gear of most emigrants would
be needed after they reach the chilly and often cold winds of the moun-
tains and he would much rather the people would be responsible for the
safe transportation of their clothing than to take that responsibility for
them he also felt that separating luggage and giving bills lading for same
it would very materially add to our already arduous labors instead he pro-
posed weighing all luggage and charging overweight in their notes on settle-
ment with them with the frustration typical of a manager in the field
responding to instructions from the main office he wrote to brigham young

it is impossible for you or the brethren in the office to understand these
apparently small items only as they are explained I1 will work just as near to

the letter of instructions as the nature of cases will allow believing that you
will be satisfied with my judgementjudgement where those instructions cannot be fully
carried out without taking up to much time 51

departures and arrivals

the first train to depart with emigrants from wyoming was john D
chase s independent company this company left for salt lake city on june 25

with eighty five saints in twenty eight wagons several days prior to their
departure joseph W issued instructions introducing chase a returned
missionary from england to the emigrants and requesting the following

it would be necessary for the brethren forming said company to raise sufficient
means to purchase bro chase a good riding animal saddle etc which I1 want
you to give bro chase as his individual property also brethren I1 want you to
see that bro chase has a comfortable place to board while on the journey 522
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after much effort organizing and loading wagons over a two week period
john R murdocks church train the first for the season was ready to start
for salt lake city on june 29 with seventy eight emigrating saints and large
amounts of freight 53

during the last two weeks of june as the first trains were readied to
head west the remaining church trains arrived at wyoming after a long
tiresome journey from salt lake city william B preston s train ap-
proachedproached wyoming on june 21 joseph S rawlinssrawlinsnRawlinss on june 26 william S

warren s on july 2 and the final train william hyde s on july 3
54 just

when the final church trains were checking in at wyoming the next com-
pany of approximately eight hundred saints from the general mcclellan
landed on july 3 joseph W young and staff were now in the thick of the
emigration season all at once they were juggling the church trains as
some arrived and others departed the emigrants as some just off the boat
searched for a dry place to camp while others from earlier companies
packed and loaded onto the overloaded wagons and the freight which
continuously required unloading sorting tracking and reloading the ex-
hausted and ailing joseph W young in a letter to joseph A young gasped
gen mcclellandsClellandsmcclellansMc company came up last night and oh my soul and all

that is great aint we rather busy and noisy today it takes some faith to
saybesay be the remover and have it done 55

the confusion and bustle of assigning and loading the emigrants
from the first two companies as well as the freight onto church trains
continued throughout an excessively hot july joseph W made every at-
tempt to start out one company after another as fast as we can load them
until all are gone the next church train william B preston s company
departed wyoming about july 8 after the clerks had settled with the emi-
grants the train included 330380080338380 passengers and their baggage and provi-
sions and 1500 ibslbs of offreightfreightaffreight to each oftheodtheof the 50 wagons

joseph S rawlins s church train with about 400 saints in 63 wagons
left wyoming about july 15 followed by william S warren s church train
on july 19 with 329 emigrants in 65 wagons and isaac A canfield s train on
july 27 with 211 people in 50 wagons church patriarch john smiths inde-
pendent train also left in july by the end of july all church trains except
william hyde s were on the trail back to salt lake city but the final emi-
gration company of the season had still not arrived exhausted but ever
optimistic joseph W young wrote we are very much blessed and pros-
pered the people are generally well feeling well in spirit 56

loading the wagons was not without problems much to joseph W
young s continued annoyance throughout july he had still not received all
of the wagons ordered from chicago adding to this difficulty was another
problem the teams sent this year are very light and are not capable of
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mormon pioneer encampment at wyoming nebraska 1866

taking heavy loads as have been taken in former years many of the wagons
are old and broken and have to be repaired very few of them have covers
sufficient to protect the loading though many teamsters considered the
loads too heavy to make the journey young loaded the wagons with an
average of 10001000lyoo ibslbs freight and ten passengers to a team all except about

five provision wagons 33571157035757 these loads required that the emigrants walk
most of the way from wyoming to salt lake city as was the case for most
of the gathering saints

by the end of july the last emigration company of the season had still
not arrived and high piles of freight still awaited shipping joseph W
young now weighing only 112 pounds and under considerable pressure to
complete the tasks for the season worried about the mounting costs and
acquiring the additional necessary wagons and teams he advised brigham
young it takes twice the money twice the worry and three times the labor
to accomplish anything that it ever did before he required additional
money to close up explaining that our expenses are enormous tents
and wagon covers alone make an item of over 50005000 and having to fuel the
emigrants so long while we wait for wagons makes a very heavy provi-
sion the constant problem of having to obtain more wagons and cattle
added to the already high expenses one fortunate purchase was a train of
15 wagons & 6060 yoke cattle yoke chains all complete 11500.001150000 which he
bought on credit while he waited for money from brigham young 558

finally on august 2 the third and last company of saints from the ship
hudson landed at wyoming the party included about 150 swiss german
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dutch and french saints docking at about 500 PM in the steamboat col-
orado and about 750 emigrants from great britain arriving about goo600600 PM

in the steamboat JJ H lacy again preparations for the journey west were in
full swing the agents at wyoming provided for the emigrants and made
them as comfortable as possible 59 william hydes church train was quickly
loaded with 350 passengers and freight in 62 wagons and was ready to go by
august 9

because oftheodtheof the large number of remainingofremaining people and freight joseph W
young purchased enough wagons to form an additional train captained by
warren S snow one of the returned missionaries who had helped with the
emigration at wyoming on august 9 hyde s train after lingering over five

weeks finally moved out about fifty miles from wyoming and waited for
snowsnows s train snow s company followed about a week later on august 18 with
over 62 wagons and 400 passengers 60

the two companies traveled together for the first portion of the journey
on account oftheodtheofthe many indian depredations being committed on the road

the millennial star reported like it is in the east with the guerrillas it is

now on the journey before us depredations some ofthemefthemof them of the most fear-
ful character are reported having been committed by indians on defencelessfencelessdefenselessde
travellerstravellers however the saints passed through places where these scenes
have been enacted without being in the least disturbed or molested61molested61

the end ofthe emigration season

with the successful completion of the emigration at wyoming the
weary joseph W young and his assistants left for their homes in salt lake
city by private conveyance on august 21 because of the indian problems
they continued with the hyde and snow companies as far as Julesburg
nebraska joseph W telegraphed salt lake city from Julesburg concerning
the status of the final two trains of the season

left trains yesterday all well expect to be home by the 28th these are the
last two trains captscaits hyde and snow need 50 yoke of oxen to meet them as

soon as possible at the head of bitter creek certain they are coming on that
route and several of their cattle have the hoof ail 6261

joseph W and his associates then quickly traveled on to salt lake city
where they arrived on september 25 the heavily loaded wagons of the
hyde and snow trains did not appear in salt lake city until october 26

and november 2 thus ending another emigration year the church agents
had facilitated the passage of over 2600260023002360 saints to their new home in zion
joseph W young had proved himself a very capable manager and leader
during the execution of his enormous duties and responsibilities 63
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craig S smith crasmithwyomingcomcrasmithwyomingcoml is employed as an archaeologist at an
environmental consulting firm in laramie wyoming he has published articles on
mormon history and mormon emigration of the i86os186os in the overland journal and
journal ofmormonof mormon history

1 joseph A young journal of a mission to the eastern states 186411864 holograph i1
manuscripts division J willard marriott library university of utah salt lake city
journal history of the church hereafter cited as journal history march 22 and octo-
ber 12 1864 archives division historical department the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church archives microfilm
copy in harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah joseph W
young letter ofofappointmentappointment joseph W young papers LDS church archives

2 the important era of the down and back church trains has received relatively
little attention when compared with the earlier 1847 48 exodus and the handcart immi
grationsorationsgrations A summary of the church trains is provided in william W slaughter and
michael landon trail ofhopeof hogehope the story oftheodtheof the mormon trail salt lake city shadow
mountain 1997 leonard J arrington great basin kingdom an economic history of
the latter day saints 1830 1900igooagoo cambridge harvard university press 1958 205 11

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints century one 6 vols provo utah corporation oftheodtheof the president the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints 1965 51065106 15 john K hulmston mormon immi-
gration in the i86os186os the story oftheodtheof the church trains utah historical quarterly no i
199031990 32 48 the 1861 church trains are discussed in william G hartley down and

back wagon trains travelers on the mormon trail in 1861 overland journal 11 win-
ter 1993 233 34 and william 6 hartley the great florence fitout of 1861 BYU

studies 24 no 3 1984 341 71 craig S smith the 1868 mormon emigration an end
of an era overland journal 15 winter 1997 98 2020 31 discusses the 1868 emigration

3 an excellent study oftheodtheof the outwittingoutfittingoutfitting totown of florenceofflorence nebraska in 1861 is hartl-
ey great florence fitout

4 in 1998 the john watts barrett family organization erected and dedicated a
historical marker honoring the old river town its cemetery and pioneers buried there
see marker identifies point of departure for i86os186os pioneers town gone but features
are evident church news published by deseretdeseretnewsnews october 17171998998 iai2

5 joseph W young was well aware of the needs of the down and back wagon
trains as he had captained the first experimental down and back train in 18601860 and had
also been captain of an 1861 train hartley great florence fitout 345345349349

6 for an understanding of some of the effects of the civil war on mormon emi-
gration see fred E woods east to west through north and south mormon im-
migration during the civil war in this issue 6 29

7 joseph A young journal of a mission lo1010 ii11 later in 1864 ward toured the
east with a comic panorama about the mormonscormonsMormons

8 joseph A young journal of a mission 11 14 william E lass from the mis-
souri to the great salt lake an account ofofoverlandoverland freighting lincoln nebraska state
historical society 1972 details the intense competition between omaha and nebraska
city during the early i86os86os

9 joseph W young to brigham young march 8 1864 holograph brigham
young collection LDS church archives

lo1010 joseph A young journal of a mission 14
11 jacob dawson plotted the town in 1856 and named it after his home in

wyoming pennsylvania the town can be reached via highway 75 south from omaha
or north from nebraska city it is 17 miles south of where highway 34 turns east to
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plattsmouthPlatt smouth 3.63636 miles south of where highway 34 turns west to union and 1.51515 miles
south of the otoe cass county line marker identifies point of departure 12 addi-
tional detail on wyoming nebraska is provided in stanley B kimball historic sites
and markers along the mormon and other great western trails urbana university of
illinois press 1988

12 joseph W young to brigham young march 24 1864 holograph brigham
young collection LDS church archives

13 the emigration and contagious diseases millennial star 26 1864 251

14 joseph W young to brigham young march 81864
15 joseph A young journal of a mission 15 16

16 joseph A young journal of a mission 16 17

17 joseph A young journal of a mission 18 21 joseph W young to brigham
young march 202018641864 holograph brigham young collection LDS church archives
hartley great florence fitout 342 notes that wagons ordered from schuttler in 1861

cost only 650065.006500 compared with the 150.0015000 per wagon price in 1864 indicating consid-
erable inflation due to the war

18 joseph W young to brigham young march 201864
19 joseph W young to brigham young may 271864 holograph brigham young

collection LDS church archives
20 joseph W young to brigham young april 24 1864 holograph brigham

young collection LDS church archives
21 church teams accounts perpetual emigrating fund company financial

accounts 1849 1885 holograph microfilm LDS church archives
22 brigham young to joseph W young may lo101018641864 typescript brigham young

collection LDS church archives joseph W young to brigham young april 241864
23 brigham young to joseph W young may lo101018641864 brigham young collection

LDS church archives joseph W young to brigham young may 272718641864

24 joseph W young to brigham young april 8 april 24 and may 12121864864 holo-
graph brigham young collection LDS church archives

25 abstract of correspondence millennial star 26 1864 461
26 joseph W young to brigham young april 8 april 24 may 12 may 24 and

may 271864 holograph brigham young collection LDS church archives
27 joseph W young to brigham young may 17 may 24 may 27 june 112 june 15

july 17 july 22 and july 251864 holograph brigham young collection LDS church
archives

28 joseph W young to peter schuttler typescript july 5 1864 in information
compiled by andrew jenson concerning wyoming nebraska 16 LDS church archives

29 church teams accounts LDS church archives
30 joseph W young to brigham young may 12 may 24 may 27 and june 15

1864 joseph W young to joseph A young typescript july 41864 in jenson informa-
tion concerning wyoming nebraska 15 also in andrew jenson latter day saints
emigration from wyoming nebraska 18648661864 1866 nebraska history magmaginemagazineinelne 17 no 2

19361131936 113 27

31 brigham young to joseph W young may lo1010 1864 joseph W young to
brigham young may 271864

32 journal history march 61864 letter from edward hunter to erastus snow
february 1515186418 64

33 henry ballard journal typescript 48 LDS church archives reminiscences of
robert bodily typescript 14 15 LDS church archives

34 journal history march 61864 hunter to snow february 151864
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35 journal history march 202018641864 letter from erastus snow to edward hunter
march 201864

36 church emigration book 1862 1881imiini library division historical department
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS

church library william hyde journal holograph microfilm 186 LDS church
archives ballard journal orley dewight bliss journal xerox of holograph LDS

church archives telegram to nebraska city bnghambrighambangham young to joseph W young
may io1018641864 typescript brigham young collection LDS church archives

37 journal history may 311864
38 emigration deposits etc millennial starstar1626 1864 168

39 the emigration oftheodtheof the scandinavian saints millennial star 266 1864 281 82

biographical events of J C L bremholtbreinholt typescript 8 9 LDS church archives
andrew christian nielson pioneer inin our pioneer heritage comp kate B carter

202ovolsVOISvols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1958 77 1127511 275 77
40 millennial star 26 1864864 298 364 and 394 church emigration book

41 the mormon emigration started using the chicago burlington and quincy
railroad from chicago to quincy inin 1859 once the construction oftheodtheof the connecting han-
nibal and st joseph railroad to st joseph on the missouri river was completed see
stanley B kimball sallsalisailsad and rail pioneers before 1869 BYU studies 35 no 2 1995
6 42 for more detail on midwestern railroads used during the mormon emigration

42 correspondence millennial star 26 1864 524 25

43 peder christian nielsen translation of journal typescript 29 LDS church
archives charles william symons life of charles william symons utah genealogi-
cal and historical magazine 30 april 1939 88 95 andrew christian nielson pioneer
1127511 275 77 mary ann ward webb gracious lady inm carter our pioneer heritage
84o8408448208 40 41 elder john M kay traveling with the company from the hudson described
the state of affairs inin missouri at the time of their crossing inm a letter published inin cor-
respondence millennial star 26 1864 621

we heard of whole towns being ransacked and the people were robbed of all
the money they possessed as well as of other valuable articles of bridges
being burned also stores railway depots and other buildings being totally
destroyed at almost every place we stopped the country isis fast going down
to ruinruin trade isis dull and everything isis dear the inhabitants seem all of
them to be anxiousanxious about their safety neglect isis apparent inm every place the
prophet s words are indeed fuifulfulfullmgfulfullingfulfillingfulling for desolation at the rate they are going
on isis inevitable

richard S brownlee gray ghosts of the confederacy guerrilla warfare inin the west
1861 1865865 baton rouge louisiana state university press 1958 discusses the occupaoccupy
tion of missouri by the union and the guerrilla warfare waged by the confederacy
between 1861 and 1865

44 emigration and the temple millennial star 26 1864 601goigol brigham young
to joseph W young june 9918641864 typescript brigham young collection LDS church
archives some discussions of the down and back years such as hulmston mormon
immigration inin the i86os1860s 32 48 speculate that the black hawk war was the reason for
not sending church trains inin 1865 As can be seen here the decision was made prior to
the start of the black hawk war

45 joseph M tanner A biographical sketch ofjohnof lohnjohn riggs murdock salt lake city
deseret news press 1909 15050

46 joseph W young to brigham young june 121864
47 joseph W young to brigham young june 121218641864



joseph W young and the mormon emigration 01864 51

48 joseph W young to brigham young june 151864 information compiled by
andrew jenson concerning wyoming nebraska 14

49 joseph W young to joseph A young june 161618641864 in information compiled
by andrew jenson concerning wyoming nebraska 11 joseph W young to brigham
young june 21 1864 holograph brigham young collection LDS church archives
church teams accounts LDS church archives

50 several brief telegrams between brigham young and joseph W young june
and july 1864 typescript brigham young collection LDS church archives

51 joseph W young to brigham young june 212118641864

52 instructions issued by joseph W young typescript in information compiled
by andrew jenson concerning wyoming nebraska 12 13

53 church emigration book
54 hyde journal 186 ballard journal 52 bliss journal
55 joseph W young to joseph A young typescript july 41864 in information

compiled by andrew jenson concerning wyoming nebraska 15

56 joseph W young to brigham young july 6 and july 17 1864 holograph
brigham young collection LDS church archives ballard journal 53 church emigra-
tion book

57 joseph W young to brigham young july 6 and july 171718641864
58 joseph W young to brigham young july 22 and 252518641864

59 entry under august 21864 in information compiled by andrew jenson con-
cerning wyoming nebraska 24

6060 church emigration book hyde journal 186

61 correspondence millennial star 26 1864 621 on august 7718641864 the indi-
ans made extensive attacks upon stage coaches emigrant trains freight wagon trains
stations and ranches ranging from Julesburg in the west to the little blue river in the
east the indians killed over fifty individuals during these raids essentially shutting
down the trail to denver the history of these raids is detailed in leroy W hagerty
indian raids along the platte and little blue rivers 1864 1865 nebraska history 28

nos 3 and 4 19471761947 176 86
62 church emigration book
63 church emigration book



earth writing
eastern states mosaic the map
moving west the states are more like patio tiles

it looks like the cartographers tired
on drawing west
the way second graders
begin a story with tidy scrawl
and write bigger and bigger
fat D s broad 17U s and be done

or like people who save places
spreading quilts on the green
for friends coming late to the concert

when you claim nothing
your hunger is infinite
getting little
you demand much
lines have to be drawn
so you have at least three trees
one thunderhead
and part of a creek
so those rocks and that mountain
don t consume the county
and when the wind picks up your soul
it remains in state

casualenecassaleneCasualene meyer
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joseph smith and the problem of evil
david L paulsen

nothing challenges the rationality of our belief in god or tests our
trust in him more severely than human suffering and wickedness both are
pervasive in our common experience if this is not immediately evident a
glance at the morning paper or the evening news will make it so at the
moment names like oklahoma city columbine kosovokosovaKosovo and tur-
key evoke image upon image of unspeakable human cruelty or grief but
still auschwitz and belsen haunt our memories and who can fathom
the anguish of family members in west valley utah when they discovered
their precious little girls suffocated together in the trunk of an automobile
the tragic outcome of an innocent game of hide and seek or the trauma
of a dear friend of mine and his five young children who day by day for sev-
eral months watched their lovely wife and mother wither down to an ema-
ciated skeleton of eighty five pounds as she endured a slow and painful
death from inoperable cancer of the throat scenes like these are repeated
daily a thousand and a thousand times

but we need not speak only of the sufferings of others few of us here
will escape deep anguish for it is apparently no respecter of persons and
comes in many guises arising out of our experience of incurable or debili-
tating diseases mental illness broken homes child and spouse abuse
rape wayward loved ones tragic accidents untimely death the list can
be extended indefinitely no doubt many of us have already cried out
why god why and many of us often on behalf of a loved one have

already pleaded please god please help and then wondered as seem-
ingly the only response we ve heard has been a deafening silence all of us
have struggled or likely will struggle in a very personal way with the
problem of evil

I1 say the problem ofevil but actually there are many I1 want to consider
just three which I1 will call i1 the logical problem of evil 2 the soterio-
logical problem of evil and 3 the practical problem of evil the logical
problem is the apparent contradiction between the worlds evils and an all

loving all powerful creator the soteriological problem is the apparent
contradiction between certain christian concepts of salvation and an all
loving heavenly father the practical problem is the personal challenge of
living trustingly and faithfully in the face of what seems to be overwhelm-
ing evil

BYU studies 39 no i1 2000 53
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the logical problem of evil

soaked as it is with human suffering and moral evil how is it possible
that our world is the creation of an almighty perfectly loving creator so
stated the logical problem of evil poses a puzzle of deep complexity but
the conundrum evoked by our reflection on this question appears to be
more than just a paradox we seem to stare contradiction right in the face

the ancient philosopher epicurus framed the contradiction in the form of
a logical dilemma either god is unwilling to prevent evil or he is unable if
he is unwilling then he cannot be perfectly good if he is unable then he
cannot be all powerful whence then evil and eighteenth century skeptic
david hume expressed the contradiction in much the same way

why is there any misery at all in the world not by chance surely from some
cause then Is it from the intention of the deity but he is perfectly benevo-
lent Is it contrary to his intention but he is almighty nothing can shake the
solidity of this reasoning so short so clear so decisive 1

the traditional formulation humes succinct statement has since
provided the framework within which the logical problem of evil has been
discussed however I1 believe hume s way of formulating the problem is far
too narrow unjust to both challenger and defender ofbeliefofbeliefbellef in god espe-
cially to the christian defender for the challenger intent on disproving
gods existence I1 do not believe that the problem has been stated in its
starkest form while affirming that i god is perfectly good and ii all

powerful traditional christian theologians commonly affirm two addi-
tional propositions that intensify the problem iii god created all things
absolutely that is out of nothing and iv god has absolute foreknowl-
edge of all the outcomes of his creative choices while apologists for belief
in god have labored long to reconcile the worlds evil with gods goodness
and power they have often overlooked the much more difficult task of rec-
oncilingonciling evil not only with his goodness and power but with god s ab-
solute creation and absolute foreknowledge as well

twentieth century english philosopher antony flew takes these addi-
tional premises into account in arguing that any such reconciliation is

impossible it is perfectly proper in the face of apparentlyofapparently pointless evil he
says to look first for some saving explanation which will show that in
spite of appearances there really is a god who loves us but flew claims
that believers have assigned god attributes which block a saving explana-
tion altogether

we cannot say that god would like to help but cannot god is omnipotent we
cannot say that he would help ifhe only knew god is omniscient we cannot
say that he is not responsible for the wickedness of others god creates those
others indeed an omnipotent omniscient god must be an accessory before
and during the fact to every human misdeed as well as being responsible

for every nonmoralnon moral defect in the universe 2
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we can formulate flews version of the logical problem of evil as follows

i god exists is perfectly loving omnipotent and omniscient and created
all things absolutely

ii evils occur

iii A perfectly loving being prevents all the evils it can

iv an omnipotent omniscient absolute creator can prevent all evils

v hence all evils are prevented i iii iv

vi therefore evils occur and all evils are prevented ii and v

by means of this argument flew attempts to reduce traditional as-
sumptions about the nature of god to a logical contradiction or to state
flew s argument differently if god creates all things including finite
agents absolutely that is out of nothing knowing beforehand all the
actual future consequences of his creative choices then he is an accessory
before the fact and ultimately responsible for every moral and nonmoral
defect in the universe and if as some believers allege some human agents
will suffer endlessly in hell god is also at least jointly responsible for these
horrendous outcomes but if so how can he possibly be perfectly loving
given the traditional understanding of god whatever our consistency
saving strategies in the end 1 I believe we must candidly confess that they
are not very convincing

theodicy in broader terms on the other hand this exclusive focus
on reconciling evil with just a set of divine attributes is unfair to the chris-
tian defender for it fails to acknowledge the incarnation of god the son in
the person of jesus of nazareth and his triumph over suffering sin and
death through his atonement and resurrection any christian account of
the problem of evil that fails to consider this christs mission to over-
come the evil we experience will be but a pale abstraction ofwhatofwhat it could
and should be

I1 propose then to consider the problem of evil from this broader per-
spectivespective confronting it in terms of its starkest statement but also in terms
of its strongest possible solution a worldviewworldview centered in the saving acts of
jesus christ

the prophet joseph smith received revealed insights that do address
the problem of evil in its broadest terms his revelations suggest what
might be called a soul making theodicy or explanation of evil centered
within a distinctively christian soteriology or doctrine of salvationofsalvation but
both are framed within a theology that rejects absolute creation and con-
sequently rejects the philosophical definition of divine omnipotence
which affirms that there are no or no nonlogical limits to what god can
do the prophet s worldviewworldvienvworldview I1 believe dissolves the logical and soterio-
logical problems of evil while infusing with meaning and hope our personal
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struggles with suffering sin and death to show albeit briefly that this is

so is my purpose
theodicy literally god s justice is the attempt to reconcile god s good-

ness with the evil that occurs in the world in coming to appreciate the
power of joseph smiths revealed insights for such reconciliation it will be
instructive to compare and contrast them with the theodicy developed by
contemporary philosopher john hick in his fine book evil and the god of
love widely recognized as the watershed work on the problem of evil

in evil and the god orloveof loveiove hick constructs a soul making theodicy
that retains the doctrine of absolute creation the soul making compo-
nent in hicks theodicy is highly reminiscent of josephs revelation both
affirm that gods fundamental purposes in creating us and our world
environment include first enabling us as morally and spiritually im-
mature agents created in the image of god to develop into gods likeness
and second enabling us to enter into an authentic that is a free and un-
compelled relationship ofloveogloveof loveiove and fellowship with him to achieve these
ends hick says god endowed us with the power of self determination
or as he calls it incompatibilist freedom and to preserve that freedom

epistemicallyepisternicallyepistemicallyaily distanced us from himself god effects that distancing hick
suggests by having us emerge as largely self centered creatures out of a

naturalistic evolutionary process or as joseph maintains by gods veil-

ing our memory of our premortal existence god also endowed us hick
says with a rudimentary awareness of him and some tendency toward
moral self transcendence the prophet identifies this awareness and pre-
disposition as the light of christ which enlightenethenlight eneth every man who
cometh into the world dacd&c 8446 soul making that is development
into the moral and spiritual likeness of god occurs as wwe overcome our
selfseif centerednesscente redness by making moral choices within an environment fraught
with hardship pain and suffering

to this point the understandings of hick and joseph seem strik-
ingly similar

absolute creation hick and joseph with respect to creation however
hick and the prophet maintain decidedly different positions hick affirms
absolute creation or creation out of nothing while joseph denies it with
his affirmation of absolute creation hick endorses all four theological pos-
tulates perfect goodness absolute power absolute foreknowledge and ab-

solute creation which confront him headonhead on with flewplewpiewflews s divine complicity
argument and hick sees as clearly as flew and explicitly acknowledges the
logical consequence of his position god is ultimately responsible for
all the evil that occurs in the world hick explains why this is so

one whose action A is the primary and necessary precondition for a certain
occurrence 0 all other direct conditions for 0 being contingent upon A
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maymaybebe said to be responsible for 0 ifheicheif he performs A in awareness of its rela-
tion to 0 and ifheicheifhe is also aware that given A the subordinate conditions will
be fulfilled god s decision to create the existing universe was the pri-
mary and necessary precondition for the occurrence of evil all other condi-
tions being contingent upon this and he took his decision in awareness of
all that would flow from it 3

but given hickhicks s admission that god is ultimately responsible for all the
evil that occurs in the world how can he possibly claim that god is per-
fectly loving

hickshicwshicls way out hick sees one and only one way out his avenue of
escape is through appeal to a doctrine of universal salvation in hicks view
all of us will finally achieve an authentic relationship with god in a post-
mortal life the value ofwhichofwhich will far outweigh any finite evil suffered here
he explains

we must thus affirm in faith that there will in the final accounting be no per-
sonal life that is unperfected and no suffering that has not eventually become
a phase in the fulfillmentfulfilment of gods good purpose only so I1 suggest is it pos-
sible to believe both in the perfect goodness of god and in his unlimited
capacity to perform his will for if there are finally wasted lives and finally
unredeemed sufferings either god is not perfect in love or he is not sover-
eign in rule over his creation 4

though I1 find hicks way out appealing its scriptural warrant is question-
able and it engenders conceptual difficulties of its own let us consider
briefly just two

i though in hicks view god endows us with a strong power ofselfofselfseif
determination it does not follow from his view that our choices occur in a

vacuum they are always choices of particular persons with particular
natures recall that hick describes our primordial nature as being largely
self centered with a rudimentary awareness of god and some slight ten-
dency toward morality since in hick s account god creates out of nothing
these primal natures or alternatively the world process that invariably
produces these natures I1 see no reason given hickhicks s assumptions why
god could not have made us significantly better than we are why is there
not for example some significant reduction in our sometimes seemingly
overwhelming tendencies toward selfseif centerednesscente redness or some significant in-
crease in our natural aversion to violence such creative choices on god s

part might have narrowed somewhat the options over which our own
choices might range but would apparently negate neither incompatibilist
freedom nor soul making objectives seemingly hick s absolute creator
could have made a much better world than ours

ii on the other hand it is hard to see how it can be certain as hick
claims that god without compromising anyones freedom will inevitably
lure every finite agent into a loving relationship with himself given that in
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hick s view we must have incompatibilist freedom in order to enter into an
authentic personal relationship with god how can it be certain that there
wont be as C S lewis suggested rebels to the end with the doors of
hell locked on the inside T7 5 how can this possibility be precluded hick
suggests that while it is not theoretically it is practically precluded because

god has formed the free human person with a nature that can find its perfect
fulfillment and happiness only in active enjoyment oftheodtheof the infinite goodness of
the creator he is not then trying to force or entice his creatures against the
grain of their nature but to render them free to follow their own deepest
desire which can lead them only to himself for he has made them for him-
self and their hearts are restless until they find their rest in him 6

but now hick is wammingwarningwaffling for it appears that we are not free after all if so

hick s position is inconsistent to account for moral evil hick posits gods
giving us incompatibilist freedom and genuine independence to choose for
ourselves even contrary to his desires for us but given his affirmation of
absolute creation and absolute foreknowledge hick sees that god s perfect
goodness is possible only if not one soul is lost to salvage gods goodness
hick is forced to accept some mode of determinism that undermines his
freewillfree will defense hick s way out as appealing as it first appears seems on
analysis to be incoherent

josephs way out josephs way out of the conceptual incoherency
generated by the traditional theological premises is to not go in his reve-
lations circumvent the theoretical problem of evil by denying the trouble-
making postulate of absolute creation and consequently the classical
definition of divine omnipotence contrary to classical christian thought
joseph explicitly affirmed that there are entities and structures which are
coeternal with god himself dacd&c 9323 29 in my reading of joseph s dis-
course these eternal entities include chaotic matter intelligences or what
I1 will call primal persons and lawlike structures or principles according
to smith god s creative activity consists of bringing order out of disorder
of organizing a cosmos out of chaos not of the production of something
out ofofnothingnothing two statements from josephjosephs s king follett sermon should give

some sense of how radically his understanding of creation departs from the
classical christian notion with respect to the creation joseph wrote

you ask the learned doctors why they say the world was made out of nothing
and they will answer doesnt the bible say he created the world and they
infer from the word create that it must have been made out of nothing now
the word create came from the hebrew word barraubaurau which does not mean
to create out of nothingofnothing it means to organize hence we infer that god has
materials to organize the world out ofchaosof chaos chaotic matter element had
an existence from the time god had the pure principles of element are
principles which can never be destroyed they may be organized and re-
organized but not destroyed they had no beginning and can have no end 7
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more particularly with respect to the creation of man joseph added

the mind ofmanof man the immortal spirit where did it come from all learned
men and doctors of divinity say that god created it in the beginning but it is
not so I1 am going to tell of things more noble

we say that god himself is a self existent being who told you that man
did not exist in like manner upon the same principles man does exist upon
the same principles god made a tabernacle and put a spirit into it and it
became a living soul how does it read in the hebrew it does not say in
the hebrew that god created the spirit of man it says god made man out
of the earth and put into him adam s spirit and so became a living body

the mind or the intelligence which man possesses is coeternal with
god himself 8

elsewhere joseph taught that there are also laws of eternal and self existent
principles9principles9 normative structures of some kind I1 take it that constitute
things as they eternally are what are possible instances of such laws or
principles lehi I1 believe makes reference to some such principles in the
enlightening and comforting explanation of evil he provides to his son
jacob as recorded in 2 nephi 2 in the book of mormon an explanation I1

call lenislents theodicy adam fell that men might be lehi tells jacob and
men are that they might have joy 2 nephi 225 but to attain this joy
lehi explains that it must needs be that there is an opposition in all
things ifnotihnotifnot so righteousness could not be brought to pass neither
wickedness nor holiness neither good nor bad neither happi-
ness nor misery 2 nephi 211 and so to bring about his eternal pur-
poses in the end of man after he had created our first parents it must
needs be that there was an opposition even the forbidden fruit in opposiopposit
tion to the tree of life the one being sweet and the other bitter wherefore
the lord god gave unto man that he should act for himself wherefore man
could not act for himself save it should be that he was enticed by the one or
the other 2 nephi 215 16 according to lehi there are apparently states
of affairs that even god though omnipotent cannot bring about man is

that he mighthavemighthayemight havehaye joy but even god cannot bring about joy without moral
righteousness moral righteousness without moral freedom moral free-
dom without an opposition in all things 2 nephi 225 26 italics added
with moral freedom as an essential variable in the divine equation for
man two consequences stand out saliently i the inevitability of moral
evil and ii our need for a redeemer

1fmyifmy interpretation of2ofaof 2 nephi 2 is correct then we ought to reject the
classical definition of omnipotence in favor of an understanding that fits
better with the inspired text given that text how ought we understand
divine omnipotence B H roberts plausibly proposed that gods omnipo
tence be understood as the power to bring about any state of affairs con-
sistent with the natures of eternal existences 10 so understood we can
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coherently adopt an instrumentalist view of evil wherein pain suffering
and opposition become means of moral and spiritual development god is

omnipotent but he cannot prevent evil without preventing greater goods
or ends soul making joy eternal or godlike life the value of which
more than offsets the disvalue of the evil

armed with josephjosephsIs doctrine of entities coeternal with god and our
revised definition of divine omnipotence let us consider again the logical
problem of evil and flew s argument charging god with complicity in all

the worlds evil from josephsjoseph s theological platform it does not follow that
god is the total or even the ultimate explanation of all else thus joseph
smiths worldviewworldview unlike that of classical theism does not imply that god
is an accessory before the fact to all the worlds evil nor does it follow that
god is responsible for every moral and nonmoral defect that occurs in the
world indeed it does follow that the strictly logical problem of evil is dis-

solved this conclusion can be seen more clearly when flew s reductio ad
absurdum argument see page 55 is restated with premises drawn from the
prophet s insights

i god exists is omnipotent omniscient and perfectly loving and cre
atedabed organized our world employing eternally existing structures
and entities

ii evils occur

iii A perfectly loving being prevents all the evil he can without thereby
preventing some greater good or causing some greater evil

iv an omnipotent being can do anything consistent with the natures of
eternal existences

from these premises it does not follow that all evils are prevented rather
what does follow is a much more complex conclusion something like this

v hence whatever evils occur are given the natures of eternal existences
either

a unpreventable absolutely

b unpreventable by god but not absolutely11absolutely11

c unpreventable by god without thereby preventing some greater
good or causing some greater evil i iii iviv12

on joseph s premises therefore it does not follow that the existence of god
and the existence of evil are logically incompatible

of course recognizing this fact does not serve to explain or explain
away every instance of evil what it does do is to make possible saving ex-

planationsplanations of the worlds evils explanations that in no way impugn god s

loving kindness to see what such explanations might be like we need to
fill out the picture considerably and to do so it will be needful to move
from argument and analysis to narrative this is a task for another venue
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but articulating a mormon theology will involve a rehearsal of the old famil-
iar yet ever new and renewing story of the plan of salvation

the soteriological problem of evil

earlier when I1 first introduced the logical problem of evil I1 argued that
most discussions of the problem were too narrow and especially unfair to
the christian believer in that they failed to take into account the problem s

strongest possible solution the incarnation of god the son in the person
ofjesusof jesus ofofnazarethnazareth and his triumph over sin suffering and death through
his atonement and resurrection but ironically the strongest possible
solution to the problem of evil when understood in traditional terms
becomes itself part of the problem how can this be

this the soteriological problem arises out of the scriptural teach-
ing that salvation comes through and only through christ for instance
john reports jesus as having claimed this very thing 1 I am the way the
truth and the life no man cometh unto the father but by me john 146
similarly peter declares neither is there salvation in any other for there
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be
saved acts 412

in his book the logic of god incarnate thomas morris professor of
philosophy at notre dame puts the difficulty which he calls a scandal
this way

the scandal arises with a simple set of questions asked of the christian
theologian who claims that it is only through the life and death of god incarancar

natedbated in jesus christ that all can be saved and reconciled to god how can
the many humans who lived and died before the time of christ be saved
through him they surely cannot be held accountable for responding approampro
priatelypryatelypriately to something ofwhichof which they could have no knowledge furthermore
what about all the people who have lived since the time of christ in cultures
with different religious traditions untouched by the christian gospel how
can they be excluded fairly from a salvation not ever really available to them
how could a just god set up a particular condition of salvation the highest
end of human life possible which was and is inaccessible to most people Is
not the love of god better understood as universal rather than as limited to
a mediation through the one particular individual jesus of nazareth Is it
not a moral as well as a religious scandal to claim otherwise13otherwise13

claremont professor of philosophy stephen davis expresses a similar per-
plexityplexity in a recent issue of modern theology he put the problem this way

suppose there was a woman named oohku who lived from 370 320 BC in
the interior of borneo obviously she never heard of jesus christ or the
judeofudeo christian god she was never baptized nor did she ever make any
institutional or psychological commitment to christ or the christian church
she couldnt have done these things she was simply born in the wrong place
and at the wrong time Is it right for god to condemn this woman to eternal
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hell just because she was never able to come to god through christ of course
not god is just and loving 14

the problem that morris and davis state can be expressed in terms of an
inconsistent triad a set of three premises all ofwhich are apparently true yet
the conjunction of any two ofwhichofwhich seemingly entails the denial of the third

i god is perfectly loving and just and desires that all of his children be
saved

ii salvation comes only in and through one s acceptance of christ
iii millions of gods children have lived and died without ever hearing of

christ or having a chance to receive salvation through him

iii is indisputable forcing us it seems to give up either i or ii

both of which seem clearly warranted on biblical authority so how to re-
solve the puzzle the issue is receiving much attention right now from keen
and sensitive christian thinkers proposed resolutions are many ranging
from universalism on one pole to exclusivism on the other universal
istsests typically affirm premise i compelling them to deny the explicit new
testament teaching that salvation comes only in and through acceptance of
christ exclusivists usually affirm ii concluding that oohku and mil-
lions others like her must be lost but this leaves them at a loss to square
their view with i neither view is satisfactory

many latter day saints readily recognize that adding a premise iv to
the triad resolves the puzzle

iv those who live and die without having a chance to respond positively
to the gospel of jesus christ will have that chance in the spirit world

thank god for joseph smith not merely for being god s conduit in
resolving one more thorny problem of evil but for being the instrument
through whom god restored the knowledge and priesthood powers that
make the redemption of the dead possible in an eternal perspective the
only evil is damnation and by solving the problem ofsalvation for the dead
the prophet removed the classical barriers encountered in the problem of
soteriology elder john taylor wrote truly when he penned the words
joseph smith the prophet and seer oftheodtheof the lord has done more save jesus

only for the salvation of men in this world than any other man that ever
lived in it dacd&c 1353

the practical problem of evil

it is vital finally to consider the prophet joseph s contribution to the
practical problem of evil the personal challenge of living trustingly and
faithfully in the face ofwhatofwhat seems to be overwhelmingly evil joseph left us
much by way of revelation that speaks to this problem of evil but perhaps
his own life speaks more powerfully than the words
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joseph was no stranger to sorrow he speaks though inspired by god
from the crucible of his own experience in section 127 of the doctrine and
covenants the prophet reflects the envy and wrath ofmanof man have been my
common lot all the days of my life deep water is what I1 am wont to
swim in indeed joseph faced continual persecution he faced health
problems and painful surgery he was tarred and feathered subjected to
numerous lawsuits and confined in intolerable conditions in dungeonlike
jails he was deeply affected by the death of his brother alvin his brother
don carlos and his father also died prematurely four of his eleven chil-
dren including twin sons died at childbirth and a fifth died at fourteen
months joseph was never financially well to do and was often impoverimprover
isheddished for much of his life he had no regular place to call home after the
failure of the bank in kirtland many of his friends turned against him it
was members of the church who published the nauvoo exexpositorPositorrositor for the
purposes of denouncing him and this event eventually culminated in his
martyrdom even joseph who walked so closely with god on occasion in
his life experienced the troubling sense of gods absence when he felt god
should have been there for him

A case in point the dark days of 1838 when the saints were driven from
missouri the setting was as follows A vast number of mormon families
had been burned out oftheirof their homes by mobs fathers were tied to trees and
bullwhippedbullwhipped thirty four people including women and children had been
massacred at a settlement known as haun s mill shortly thereafter the mor-
mon settlement at far west missouri was siegedsiegel and sacked by the state
militia contrary to their leaders orders soldiers raped some oftheodtheof the women
one of them so many times that she was rendered unconscious 15 joseph
smith had been betrayed by a friend and turned over to military mobsters
to be killed he was taken to a small dungeon called liberty jail during the
four months of imprisonment joseph and his companions were abused
fed human flesh and left in filthy conditions

joseph smith felt abandoned by god in a prayer joseph questioned
from the depths of his soul 0 god where art thou and where is the
pavilion that coverethcoverettcovereth thy hiding place how long shall thy hand be stayed
and thine eye yea thy pure eye behold from the eternal heavens the wrongs
of thy people dacd&c 1211 2 in response to this prayer of the soul s des-
perationperation joseph heard god

my son peace be unto thy soul thine adversity and thine afflictions
shall be but a small moment and then if thouifthou endure it well god shall exalt
thee on high dacd&c 1217 8

know thou my son that all these things shall give thee experience and
shall be for thy good the son of man hath descended below them all art
thou greater than he dacd&c 1227 8
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confronted with what seemed overwhelming evil joseph found mean-
ing in his suffering maintained hope trusted god kept the faith and god
spoke peace As befit the savior himself joseph too learned by the
things which he suffered hebrews 58

conclusion

As I1 have perused the philosophical literature on the problem of evil
and noted men s perplexities and then returned to once more ponder the
revelations and teachings of joseph smith I1 have been constantly amazed
joseph had no training in theology no doctor of divinity degree his formal
education was at best scanty and yet through him comes light that dis-
solves the profoundest paradoxes and strengthens and edifies me through
my own personal trials the world calls him an enigma but I1 know that
the inspiration of the almighty gave him understanding I1 bear witness
that he was a prophet of god
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A few questions
involving pears
for my newborn son

so how do you like the air the way it hums on your skin
moves through your nose in quick shots or cools the lungs
with the scent of fresh pears the power it gives to release
yourself in a scream the breath oflifeollifeof lifeilfe that comes in sharply
once and is forever after going out how do you like it and
the light the way it burns your eyes and cuts into your
mind the way it confuses our world with colors the yellow
green reflected off a pear the reds and blues absorbed the
brown shadow cast on the counter let it in through your
thin eyelids shut it out with the mild jut of your brow hohow
do you like it son your ears dry and open to the noise
shouts rumbling through the vent the refrigerator s hum
the press and release ofpearof pear the slip of our tongue shaping
a voice that comes from a place we can t get at with words
take another breath son open your eyes and listen then
tell me how do you like it

james richards

66



A gathering place russian week at the
stockholm sweden temple
john C thomas

temples are the great gathering places of mormonism As such they
cater inin varying degrees to the diversity of an increasingly global church
membership from its inception the stockholm sweden temple was
designed to transcend the linguistic cultural and socioeconomicsocio economic differ-
ences that might otherwise undermine the temple s higher purposes 1 dedi-
cated in 1985 that temple was therefore well suited to play a vital role in the
early development of the church in russia and the baltic states during
the 1990s199os many saints from the post soviet states traveled together for a
weekweeks s stay at the stockholm temple to be endowed with power from on
highhigy dacd&c 3832 then returned to build up the church in their home
lands russian week as it came to be called was held several times each
year participation in the event exemplified a distinctive blend offaithof faithfalth and con-
certed effort triumph and travail reminiscent ofofmormonismsmormonismsMormonisms nineteenth
century gathering

the first temple pilgrimage from a soviet successor state took place in
november 1992 as ukrainian saints traveled from kiev to freiberg ger-
many howard biddulph a former mission president in ukraine has ably
told of the planning and political negotiations to bring that excursion
about 2 other excursions from the east soon followed where president
biddulph s account emphasized the perspective from the mission field this
study gives more attention to the vantage point of those at the temple itself 3

planning russian week

all temples operate according to daily weekly and annual rhythms
of work what distinguished the temple in sweden was that the language of
temple work and worship varied from week to week according to the in-
vited stake or mission 4 thus in 19919966 only eleven of forty eight workweekswork weeks
were scheduled for swedish speaking patrons twelve weeks were planned
for finnish speaking members four of which combined finns and baltic
saints nine for danes six for norwegiansNorwegians and seven for russians 5

A longtermlong term calendar allowed leaders missionaries and staffasstaffatstaff at the temple
as well as in each mission to take the necessary steps to prepare for what

temple missionaries came to regard as their most tiring but inspiring weeks
those when excursion groups arrived from missions in russia and the
baltic states the main tasks were first to secure the travelers transit and
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entry into sweden second to provide room and board for the guests and
third to assemble a corps of volunteers with the language skills needed to
guide new members through the temple experience

A list of invited guests

the large gaps in wealth and living standards between western europe
and the post soviet states fed perceptions that visitors from the east might
be illegal immigration risks especially in the case of russians travelers
from estonia latvia and lithuania benefited from their governments
efforts to foster closer political and economic ties with sweden and other
member states oftheodtheof the european union to guard against unlawful entry or
settlement the swedish and finnish governments required that church
leaders at the temple issue written invitations for each potential temple
attendee before the government would issue a visa or a transit visa for the
period of the persons stay on foreign soil

in 1992 sister inga kann siirakpiirak an estonian native and longtimelong time
temple worker who had settled in sweden after fleeing her homeland de-
cades before surmounted the customs barrier by personally inviting a

group of estonian saints to visit her and the temple at her own initiative
she typed invitations for each of the fifteen people making herself legally
responsible for their timely return to estonia then she and other temple
workers pooled money to subsidize the costs of the excursion when the
temple presidency learned of her effort they provided some funds to help
defray the expenses of the excursionists 6

subsequently an arrangement was made in which mission presidents
were asked to identify candidates for a temple excursion about two months
in advance then mail or fax a list of their names birth dates and passport
numbers to the temple office at that point a member of the temple office
staff would issue the list of invited guests the list would be taken to the
appropriate embassy or consulate which in turn issued visas for the specific
length of their stay

the first russian group to try this arrangement numbered only seven
people all from vyborgnyborg and st petersburg and was scheduled for march 1993

the group was unable to obtain visas until the last minute when a swedish
latter day saint with government experience and influence called public
officials to persuade them that this was a religious excursion whose partici-
pants could be trusted to return home over time the legal process became less

burdensome resting on good communication between the missions the
temple and the governments it could easily be disrupted however by official

worries about events in russia or about the reliability of the travelers in
december 1993 an excursion from moscow was abruptly canceled and all visas

were revoked just as the group was preparing to leave the country a member
of the church had asked for asylum at the swedish embassy in moscow 7
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the swedish government required a member of the temple staff to
meet each group at the dock or airport and escort them to the guesthouse
on the temple grounds then return them at the end of the week and guar-
antee their departure in 1996 a russian woman jumped ship at the end
of the week she was apprehended and jailed and temple president bo
wennerlund was obliged to persuade her to leave the country after he ex-

plained that her actions might jeopardize all future excursions from russia
the woman relented because the ferry carrying her group had already
departed the church had to buy a plane ticket and fly her out of the coun-
try that day 8

early in 1997 a russian family traveling to sweden to be sealed were
forced to change their plans when a son was denied transit through finland
torn the parents decided to continue the voyage left the boy with an LDS

family in st petersburg and then stayed in touch with their son using a

phone in the temple though no one in the party received an official expla-
nation for the boys detention some speculated that a suspicious customs
official held back the child to prevent any attempt at permanent migration 9

in april 1996 a nigerian latter day saint living in st petersburg joined
a temple excursion from that city he was detained in finland because
officials considered him too high a risk for illegal settlement in the west
apparently the prospect of an entrepreneurial african on a religious pil-
grimage was too much for the customs official to comprehend somehow
after a couple of days of negotiation transit was authorized and the man
flew to stockholm on wednesday to rejoin his companions even then
some members of the temple staff misled by incorrect information about
the incident and the man s visa were nervous

they had been told he had a visa for only two days but was planning to
stay until the group went home in fact he had a visa until next tuesday
and wanted to stay in stockholm to see if he could find a place to buy com-
puter parts cheaper than in russia he told us in his testimony in a fireside
on saturday night that he had been trying to come to the temple for two
years but had always been turned dodown then he made it to finland and was
stopped there but that the lord the worker of miracles found a way for him
and he was able to fly here after he was stopped at the boat 10

despite these occasional misadventuresadventuresmisadventurermis the approval process generally
worked smoothly if rather slowly as both swedish and foreign saints gained
the bureaucrats trust 11

arranging and financing travel to the temple

at the same time as they compiled a list of likely travelers mission
leaders worked out arrangements for travel the process became more in-
volved as the number and reach of LDS missions in russia expanded by
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1996 latter day saints had come to the stockholm temple from as far away
as siberia 12 some saints might spend as much time in transit five or six
days as they would at the temple and as they crossed into the west costs
rose the first temple excursion from kiev ukraine to freiberg germany
cost each traveler about one tenth of his or her annual income despite
economizing by chartering a ukrainian bus carrying their week s food
and sleeping in a meetinghouse in freiberg 13 in the case of the russian
saints the economic hardships were similar ifnotihnotif not worse and often the dis-
tances were longer over time travel was organized to ameliorate some of
the difficulties

some mission presidents assigned an employee or a local volunteer to
supervise travel arrangements in the weeks before departing for sweden
these agents negotiated group fares on trains buses ferries and airplanes 14

all groups entered sweden by ferry or air in one unusual week in late may
1996 russian latter day saints assembled in sweden in the following ways
five women and four men from samara and saratovsagatov arrived by air on sun-
day evening twelve members from moscow arrived at a stockholm ferry
dock on monday morning and another eleven women and five men from
moscow arrived in stockholm by ferry on tuesday morning 15

overnight ferries to sweden departed from finnish ports at helsinki
or turku as well as from st petersburg in russia or tallinntallian in estonia 16

saints from the russia st petersburg mission on their way to the stockholm sweden
temple inin may 1994994 these members took time for a photograph at the stockholm hhar-
bor meeting them was reid johfohjohnsonnson center front who served as temple president
from 1991 to 1994
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russian missions arranged itineraries with an eye to distance expense and
access to transit visas for finland in the mid 1990s199os the st petersburg mis-
sion managed to contract bus and ferry transportation for less than loo100 a
person probably the lowest price any group would pay 17 groups from
other missions faced the daunting choice of spending several days of travel
by rail or road and ship or paying the higher prices of airfaresairfares several
groups did fly to stockholm in august 1993 moscow mission president
richard chappiechapple and local priesthood leaders knelt in prayer and then
went to aeroflotAero flot in faith to secure an excursion rate on tickets after being

told that a change in travel dates made the lower price impossible their
efforts succeeded but president chapplechappie believed that it is clear that there
must be a temple within the boundaries of the country eventually given
the demands and uncertainties of cross border travel 18

with the post soviet economies in crisis few could afford all the ex-
penses associated with a temple excursion costs were incurred not only for
transportation but also for passports visas food and lodging while at the
temple rental of templeoftempletempie clothing and purchase of severalofseveral sets oftheodtheof the temple
garment resolving the challenge required a balance of individualofindividual sacrifices
and church subsidies when excursions began in 1992 reid johnson re-
called supervising authorities were unsure how best to proceed with any
subsidy oftheodtheofthe excursions although church funds had been made available

guesthouse adjacent to the stockholm sweden temple 1998
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in the past to help members travel to the temple they had been used
mainly in the pacific not in europe the word to president johnson was
until we figure out a plan keep doing what you re doing meaning

arrange private assistance to the estonian saints by 1993 however some
general church funds had been made available to assist poor members 19

As a general rule financial assistance was made available to members
only for their first trip to the temple and only after they paid for the costs
of their own passports and visas and any other travel expenses they could
afford in the st petersburg mission from which travel costs were lowest
some members took out loans from the mission office to pay for their
round trip bus and ferry tickets some loans became de facto subsidies as

repayment lagged or failed much like what happened with some efforts to
finance the nineteenth century gathering only saints set apart as ordi-
nance workers were eligible to receive any subsidy for return trips to the
temple often these excursion ordinance workers also served as interpreters
at the temple 20

when the travelers arrived at the temple grounds located in the stock-
holm suburb of vasterhaningevdsterhaninge they found several church owned build-
ings adjacent to the temple including a meetinghouse a family history and
distribution center and a guesthouse 2211 the guesthouse was built to pro-
vide sleeping and eating quarters for the patrons of the temples far flung
district and in 1994 a wing was added with apartments for full time temple
missionaries the temple staffallocatedstaff allocated and arranged rooms to sleep up to
one hundred and twenty visitors they also purchased breakfast foods and
contracted with catererscateresscaterers for lunches and dinners 22

in 1997 the room rate in the guesthouse was 250 swedish kronor per
night roughly 40 to make the best possible use of money and living
quarters russian visitors were usually housed six to a room on twin beds
though families with children sometimes occupied a room by themselves
groups from western european nations rarely shared rooms across family
lines temple president reid johnson suggested that the russian saints
stuff something in their ears to help them sleep in the crowded condi-

tions despite the cramped quarters the visitors felt like they were staying
in a plush hotel the costs of housing and feeding the visitors were billed
to the missions who in turn drew from a temple patron assistance fund
administered by the area presidency 2321

communication at the temple

for the temple presidency perhaps the most nerve wracking part of
the preparations for russian week was assembling enough temple workers
with the language abilities needed to instruct and minister in the temple
ideally most ifnot all workers would be able to communicate well enough
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not only to perform the ordinances but also to help resolve concerns and
mix ups and to share in the travelers religious experiences that said ver-
bal acrobatics were the norm not the exception instructions to the temples
full time missionaries who came from all of the nordic countries and the
united states assured them that few workers would arrive able to speak
even a few of the eight languages most commonly used during the year 24

although most missionaries acquired remarkable facility in the memo-
rized ordinances keith morgan a counselor in the temple presidency
observed that there isntisncisn t a day goes by that language isncisn t a problem espe-
cially during russian week 25

one reason for the unusual scramble was the unfamiliarity of relatively
new converts with the process of temple worship most nordic groups
brought several members with good knowledge of temple procedure who
were set apart to officiate in the rites as excursion ordinance workers and
who relieved the full time temple missionaries of much of the work for
example a finnish group brought twenty female ordinance workers with
them in december 1995 and a norwegian group in may 1996 included
twenty three helpers 26 russian and baltic groups never brought this much
help indeed the missions could not afford to send them and most par-
ticipants were first time templegoerstemple goers

the temple requested that missions send at least four men and four
women with some previous experience as recommended temple workers
but this support was not always provided the other crucial need was inter-
preterspreters with english not swedish serving as the bridge language each
group was asked to bring at least two members who could speak it As might
be expected the number and quality of ofinterpretersinterpreters varied on one occasion
the sole male interpreter failed to arrive because he had been called into ser-
vice elsewhere in europe helping to translate for a general authority 27

uncertain about what help would accompany groups from the russian
missions temple leaders searched for members closer to stockholm with
the religious and linguistic preparation to assist some of these part time
workers received a standing assignment to help on the designated weeks
others were drafted into action as the need arose the volunteers were old
and young natives of sweden finland norway estonia and cuba who
had learned russian in various ways out of the mix the various posi-
tions sacred and mundane were staffed 228

preparing to be endowed with power from on high

the central purpose of all the preparation was to provide a setting
where the saints could deepen their covenant relationship with christ
in temple ordinances instruction and worship in so doing the church in
russia and the baltic states would be strengthened for the future thus the
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44

two russian sisters and keith S morgan ca 1995 brother morgan served as a
counselor inm the presidency of the stockholm sweden temple

temple presidency planned each day at the temple in detail in 1996 a five

page schedule mapped the week s activities 29

because most members oftheodtheofthe russian and baltic groups were new con-
verts participating in temple worship for the first time the pace was rela-
tively slow gathering instructing and guiding patrons through the
sequence of the temple ceremonies was slowed both by their inexperience
and by the need to relay questions and instructions through an interpreter
As a result the volume of ordinance work was lower than that of other
weeks fifteen russian speaking groups visited the temple over the course
of 1995995 and 1996 these excursions on average performed 714 endowments
per week when finnish and estonian saints attended the temple together
they averaged 861 endowments typical excursions from nordic stakes per-
formed closer to 10001000lyoo1300 endowments per week and might even double the
number of ordinances performed by the russian and baltic saints 30

what the work lacked in volume however it more than made up inin
complexity and spiritual intensity 31 when groups arrived on monday
missionaries and staff examined their records at the guesthouse or trained ex-
cursion ordinance workers in the temple among the documents to check
were temple recommends legal documentation for spouses and children and
genealogical records As soon as possible the temple personnel compiled a
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list of names for vicarious ordinances those yet to be endowed received
tags to wear in the temple so that workers would be sure to guide them
through the process on tuesday since spouses often had different sur-
names they were paired by tags bearing the same color or single letter in
preparation for going to the temple the next day first time temple patrons
also picked up one set of garments at the distribution center on site

temple leaders the presidency matronsmatronamatrons and designated trainers used
monday afternoon to teach the groups ordinance workers their roles first
any recommended temple workers not yet authorized to officiate in the
ordinances were interviewed by a member of the presidency through an
interpreter and then set apart then they entered the temple where leaders
took two or three hours to recite model and discuss the words and actions
of sacred ceremonies and to demonstrate such procedures as how to oper-
ate the automated audiovisual equipment all the training was done
through interpreters from english to russian meaning that only english
speaking temple workers were able to instruct the visitors if a group ar-
rived after monday the training was necessarily abbreviated

each evening one or more members of the temple presidency met
with the travelers while they ate a catered meal in the guesthouse dining
room to review the schedule and answer questions mission presidents
encouraged temple leaders to use such occasions for teaching the doctrines
and practices of the church so as to prepare the russian saints to become
better leaders in their congregations at home more often than not how-
ever the discussions centered on more immediate concerns when would
an ancestor s proxy work be performed how would parents meet their
children to be sealed how could the use of showers be staggered to con-
serve hot water what etiquette should govern a visit to local shops32shops 32

after a breakfast of bread and butter and marmalade cornflakescorn flakes and
boiled eggs in the guesthouse kitchen 33 the adults walked to the temple a

parent or two remaining behind to care for the children excursion ordi-
nance workers entered the temple thirty minutes before their compatriots
on the first day for a prayer meeting and last minute training workers met
the other patrons helped them change into white clothes and identified all
newcomers with the appropriate tags because the ordinance rooms were
modestly sized the group was often split in half and guided through the
course of the endowment about thirty minutes apart though the pace was
purposely gentle things often fell behind schedule

temple workers strove to assure that each newly endowed person was
guided through the endowment by someone fluent in the language and the
procedure finding enough help was however always a problem 34 yet
the newcomers seemed unfazedundazed by the flurry of activity around them hav-
ing observed the process from various vantage points in the temple keith
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morgan realized that the spirit had taught them what we had not been
able to teach and made up for all of our shortcomings sister inga morgan
watched as the visitors entered the temples celestial room after concluding
the endowment the russians came in there tears streaming down
some cheeks from the gratitude they felt for being in that holy place all of
them stayed in for some time and meditated and you could tell they prayed
silently it was very moving 3515

sealing families and uniting generations

after lunch in the temple annex many saints turned their attention to
vicarious ordinances in behalf oftheir ancestors the sooner that baptisms
ordinations and other preparatory ordinances could be performed in be-
half of deceased relatives the sooner patrons would be able to participate
as proxies for their ancestors in the more time consuming endowment in
sessions on wednesday thursday and friday supplemented as needed by
other ordinances 36

oleg olga maria and tamara frolovfrolofroio A former ships captain brother frolov has
faithfully and effectively served as a branch president in st petersburg when his family
went to the stockholm sweden temple he was stricken with appendicitis and had to
remain in stockholm for an appendectomy after his group had returned home on the
day of his release from the hospital he returned to the temple and by chance encoun-
tered president thomas S monson who was at the time touring the scandinavian mis-
sions with the help of missionary translators a memorable conversation ensued
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marriage or sealing ordinances for the living generally occurred on
wednesday soon after lunch with friends in the group crowded into the
temples sealing rooms to witness the event all early excursions from the east
included at least some couples to be sealed including parents with children
to be united as families eternally children ranging in age from infancy to
adulthood would accompany their parents and occasionally three genera-
tions of a family traveled to the temple together the sealing ordinances
often linked the present and the past in poignant ways as when a living son
first knelt to be sealed to his parents then repeated the rite in proxy for his
deceased brother 3731

since almost every patron was a hirstfirst generation member of the
church work for the dead was often for close relatives and the templetempie
goers eagerly anticipated this vicarious service they loved to watch each
other work in the baptistery or sealing rooms some simply would not rest
at ease until this work was completed they consistently worried that some-
thing would be left undone asked how he had slept one russian replied
that the night was much too long so anxious was he to continue the
work 38 in response to this selfless anxiety keith morgan and an indefati-
gable group of russians spent four and a half hours performing vicarious
sealingsdealingssealings in one day in december 1995 though the sealer had only recently
arrived from the united states and spoke almost no russian he gradually

U
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became quite comfortable with the unfamiliar language 1 I have never had
a more spiritual experience he wrote his family that night everyone in
the room wept tears ofjoyofloyofjoy I1 was just overcome by the beauty of it all 39

on another occasion a russian woman was baptized and confirmed
in behalf ofherdofherof her deceased mother but then the record of her work was mis-
placed finally as the endowment session wasjustwas just about to begin someone
found the card workers hurriedly took her to the initiatory room and then
to join the waiting company and receive the covenants as proxy for her
departed mother in spite of the rush tears ran down the faces of the
temple workers who readied the woman for the endowment because of
the spirit they feltfeitfelt40334011407140

As might be expected of inexperienced templegoerstemplegoers enthusiasm for
the principle of the redemption of the dead occasionally outpacedoutpaced under-
standing of its practical requirements for example some members of a
group having watched as their friends were baptized in behalf oftheiroftheir fore-
bears decided that they should go and do likewise for their parents did
you send in the papers ahead of time a worker asked no but I1 know
when they were born and everything the missionary dubious probed
further are they dead no came the repreplyly 41

at other times errors made in the mission field found their way to the
temple A widow just minutes away from participating in a proxy sealing
to solemnize her marriage to her deceased husband was discovered to be
several days shy of the first anniversary of her baptism the normal waiting
period before receiving temple blessings while the temple presidency
waited for word from church headquarters the widow sat and fretted in
the lobby workers lacked the vocabulary to provide much reassurance or
comfort after several hours approval came unable to express her joy in
words the woman simply clasped her hands repeatedly to thank the mis-
sionariessionaries when she returned to the dressing room she was hugged by
everyone russians and temple workers alike in celebration of a reprieve
that allowed her to proceed with the sealing 42

celebrations and farewells

temple work continued into the evenings when it was finished work-
ers were usually exhausted and dragged themselves to bed the visitors
however routinely congregated around a piano in the guesthouse dining
area to sing hymns and native folk songs half the night 114343 in addition it
became a tradition to meet one night late in the week for a fireside or testi-
mony meeting although the guesthouse could host such a gathering
russian and baltic saints who had seldom if ever seen a real mormon
meetinghouse sometimes asked permission to meet in the chapel next door
to the guesthouse
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travelers and missionaries alike attended this evening devotional
so interpreters mediated the spoken word but when the group sang
language was irrelevant as hymns rang out in three or more different
tongues knit together by the tune on more than one occasion during his
service at the temple president wennerlund rendered louis armstrong s

what a wonderful world to the delight ofamericans and russians alike
not surprisingly these meetings were emotional imbued both with the
wonder of the weeks experiences and the sadness of leaving the temple
with uncertain prospects of a return frequently the poor travelers gave
gifts to their comparatively wealthy hosts then the night ended in a blaze
of flash photography 44

most groups left vasterhaningevdsterhaninge on friday or saturday after a last long
shower a few more hours of temple worship a final instructional meeting
with the temple presidency group pictures and some contemplative min-
utes while cleaning rooms and packing lunches finally came warm em-
braces and friendly goodbyesgood byes across the language barrier before temple
workers waved farewell to the saints departing in buses or vans

becoming fellowcitizensFellowcitizens with the saints

almost everyone leaves the temple with a deeper perspective on life mis-
sion presidents in russia noted a manifest spiritual change upon the saints
return home an unspoken bond and an understanding of the ultimate
purpose of their existence 114545 one expression of temple services spiritual
impact was the way that it subdued national enmity among the diverse
peoples who came together at vasterhaningevdsterhaninge temple attendees were no
more strangers and foreigners but fellowcitizensfellowcitizens with the saints eph 219

when he dedicated the stockholm sweden temple in 1985 president
gordon B hinckley prayed that god would pour out his healing influ-
ence on the saints and help them reach out in love one toward an-
other 46 the petition took on new meaning when russian week began As

one american missionary couple told a church news writer the temple
gathered people who had been mortal enemies for generations ironi-
cally the americans focused on european enmities ignoring the cold war
rivalry of the superpowerssuperpowers at the temple these people learned to work
with one another and to love one another 47

though the peaceable interaction of americans and russians at the
temple should not be overlooked other cases may be even more meaning-
ful particularly instructive is the relationship between finnish and russian
saints finnish latter day saints were crucial to the introduction ofofmorodmormor
monism in contemporary russia as well as the baltic states the first mis-
sionariessionaries to russia came from the finland helsinki mission and many
russians and estoniansEston ians were befriended before during and after their
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conversion by finnish families when glasnostglasnost eased movement across bor-
ders in the late 198osipsosipsas finns have provided important service in the russian
missions and at the temple when andrei and marina semionovsernionovsemjonovSemioSernionov became
the first russians to be sealed in the stockholm temple in december 1991

they were escorted by finnish friends more recently finnish congrega-
tions have hosted russian groups who stopped for services on sunday on
their way to the temple and finnish members have supplied buses that
carry groups from st petersburg to turku to vasterhaningevdsterhaninge 4818

these acts of grace are all the more striking when we consider the
ironies behind them both the semionovssemjonovs and the first group excursion
came from vyborgnyborg which was the second city in russia opened to mis
sionariessionaries and the first russian site on which a latter day saint meeting-
house was built yet vyborgnyborg sits on what was once finnish territory indeed
it used to be finland s second largest city it fell to the soviets first as a
result of the winter war of 1939 40 remembered as finlandsFinlands worst war
and again in 1944

for finns and other nordic saints memories of past tragedies the
linguistic challenge of russian or the noticeable difference in economic
self sufficiency might have been expected to color their reading of the
nascent russian mormon saga asked by a supervisor to conduct the seal-
ing ordinances for a set of names a finnish temple worker looked at the
cards saw they were russians threw up his hands and said no rus-
sians he gave no explanation it might have been the language it
might have been a memory another worker reminisced with a colleague
about his grandfather s old homestead he missed the property long since
stolen by the soviets 4941 but even difficult history did not stop the heal-

ing effects of temple work in 1995 a group of finnish youth researched
seven hundred teenage finnish casualties of the winter war and then
traveled to the temple in december to be baptized as their proxies 50 hav-
ing turned their hearts and minds to fallen countrymen the young saints
apparently ignored the temptation to turn their hearts against their fore-
bears enemies

on another occasion a female worker perturbed to watch russians
eating catered meals while finnish patrons provided for themselves told
the latter group to eat alone in the kitchen after a few days segregation
however the two nations decided to dine together 51 and reconciliation
has gone much further one finnish worker whose home was destroyed
in the winter war was called as a sealer and asked to learn the ceremony in
russian he persisted in the face of the linguistic and emotional barriers
then found himself filled with love as he performed the ordinance with a

group of russiansofrussians another finn a woman very apprehensive about work-
ing with russians entered an endowment session and almost started
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shaking as she looked at the people around her but as the ceremony pro-
gressed her feelings softened when she looked around the celestial room
the fear love 522was gone replaced by

another finnish saint experienced a similar change ofheartrofheartofheart at the temple
after working with a group of members from st petersburg in august
1996 she told workerscoworkersco how she had doubted that shed like to have any-
thing to do with the russians when she began her service at the temple
she rememberedremember ed too vividly the russian finnish war when they lost
karelia to russia and how they hated the enemy but those feelings

soon disappeared she testified when she met the first russian sisters who
were so loving and so eager to come to the temple 53

the feelings of reconciliation and oneness fostered in the temple also
changed the church in russia A mission president in st petersburg saw
greater unity among members who had been endowed in the temple he
felt they crossed a spiritual threshold became part ofmormonof mormon culture
in the best sense oftheodtheof the word and were truly changed forever As a result

of their experience he concluded

they looked at things differently even though they were still russians or
georgians or armeniansArmen ians or poles or hungariansHungarians or siberiansSiberians or whatever
they were members of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints in a
way which transcended all boundaries of whatever type or description
they were ambassadors for encouraging others to join with them in an inclu-
sive society open to all who are willing to make the commitment 54

strangers and pilgrims on the earth

As the temple experience drew latter day saints together as a people
it also tended to heighten their differentiation from others As a result of
the teachings and covenants embraced in the temple they became more
than before strangers and pilgrims on the earth distinguished by their
vision of a better country that is an heavenly one heb 1113 16 any-
one who has left the temple with a touch ofregretof regret at the prospect ofreturnof return-
ing to the world would understand in part how russian saints felt upon
leaving vasterhaningevdsterhaninge s haven of peace and rest when they departed few
could be sure of seeing the temple again and many faced hard roads upon
returning to their homes

to maintain ties to the temple some russians corresponded with temple
workers marina abramova was a muscovite serving in the russia st peters-

burg mission when she accompanied an excursion to the temple in april
1996 because of her skills as an interpreter and ordinance worker she had
unusually good prospects of returning to the temple after her mission As

expected her name was submitted with a list of saints invited to travel
from moscow late in august 1996 an illness detected but unidentified
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during her mission prevented her from joining the august excursion group
she sent a letter instead

aug 121996
moscow

dear sister morgan

thank you very much for the note you ve sent with sister maslova

in june I1 had an operation and I1 need one more later but before it I1

need a chemotheraphychernotheraphy treatment my doctor told me that its not a cancer
but I1 have some weak bad cells in my stomach now im in the hospital and
will stay there until aug 27 thats why I1 cant come with this group of saints
from moscow

you know im so jealous for them

I1 feel myself well after the first course and I1 dont know how it will be
after the second one and im a little bit scared

but I1 want and need to be in the house oftheodtheof the lord though I1 don t know
when and I1 want to ask you for a favour would you ask president wenner-
lund for the personal invitation for me and for my friend that we may come
by ourselves when ill be able to do it between the days I1 need to be in the hos-
pital please help me if its possible

my full name is abramova marina ivanovnaIvanovna birth date march 291957
my friends name is zalichevaZalicheva alexandra nikolaevnaNikola evna birth date feb 23231948948

sometimes I1 feel myself like a job I1 dont have a job a money a health
I1 just came from a mission but im very greatfulgreatful for all this trials because I1

feel our heavenly father s love and I1 know that jesus christ is our savior
and that he lives and I1 love him with all my heart and you know im the
happiest woman in the world thank you for your help and for your love
youll always be in my heart

love
marina abramova

when sister morgan replied she expressed sorrow at marina s hospi-
talization and puzzlement at the diagnosis then with a view to helping
grant marinas unconventional request sister morgan asked that she
inform the temple office of the exact dates of travel so that the visa process
could be set in motion she also inquired gently how the unscheduled
excursion would be paid for it would be so nice to see you again and I1

hope you will feel strong enough for the trip her letter concluded 55

then at christmas valentina lebedeva who had been part of the
excursion in august mailed a card and note to the sisters she had worked
with in the temple

dear sisters morgan morrison sterrioterri enlund wiren top lapalainenlappalainenLapa lainen
ramo saarikivisaarekiviSaarikivi losten ousunian jarvinen ritva and all sisters

I1 wish you a very cristmascristmanCristmas and happy new year I1 remember you your
love help and kindness very often
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1I hope to come to the temple and see you in june I1 wish you our heav-
enly fathers many blessings to you

with love

valentina lebedeva

PS excuse me for my bed english and mistakes in your names

I1 must tell you a sorrowful news marina abramova died at first december
we hope she will with our heavenly father

marina s health had deteriorated too quickly for anything to come of her
request

marina abramovaAbramovdss letter poignantly captures the significance of rus
sian week both the difficulties involved in getting members to the temple
and the temples powerful impact on a members faith and commitment
the correspondence between sister abramova and sister morgan typifies
the drama of this twentieth century gathering on one end newly con-
verted saints yearning to be at the temple but separated from it by geogra-
phy as well as social economic and political distance on the other end
devoted missionaries and leaders struggling to organize the best methods
to bridge the gaps and get the members to the temple just as it had in the
nineteenth century gathering for temple blessings required an inventive
blend of faithfulness and concerted effort 115656 and just as experiences
in the nauvoo temple helped sustain the nineteenth century pioneers dur-
ing the rigors and tragedies of the trail west experiences in the stockholm
sweden temple helped prepare modern pioneers like marina abramova
for the unknown journey ahead 57

john C thomas thomasjricksedu has been professor of religious education
at ricks college since 1998 he received his BA in 1988 and MA in 1989 from
brigham young university and his phd in 1995 in political science from indiana
university his related publications include A mighty linked chain the temple
caravans of the northwestern states mission in regional studies in LDS church
history western canada ed dennis A wright and others provo department of
church history and doctrine brigham young university 2000 251 75 an earlier
version of this paper was presented at the mormon history association meeting at
omaha nebraska may 1997

1 the stockholm sweden temple has the same architectural plan first used
in the swiss temple with rooms and equipment to allow for temple instruction in
multiple languages physical facilities such as the guesthouse were built to accom-
modate patrons

2 howard L biddulph the morning breaks stories ofofconversionconversion and faith in the
former soviet union salt lake city deseret book 1996 180180 q91 biddulph purposely
chose the word pilgrimage although it is not part of the typical latter day saint lexi-
con for temple going because it captured the exalted spiritual purpose of the
saints journey to a sacred place 080180088180 81 C frank steele used the same imagery to
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describe early excursions to the cardstonbardstonCard ston alberta temple in pilgrims of the light
improvement era 35 october 1932 709 11 claus meyer titled his photo essay of a
brazilian temple trip pilgrimage down the amazon in the mission inside the
church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof lannerlatterlannet day saints ed epicenter communications new york
warner books 1995 ill david J whittaker has also called travel to the temple a type
of a pilgrimage to a holy place and has argued that the temple endowment actually
reminds people of their pilgrim status and teaches them how to navigate their mortal
pilgrimage successfully david J whittaker pioneering journeys then and now in
brigham young university 1996 97 speeches provo utah brigham young university
1997 319 20

3 such a study would not be possible without the cooperation of full time mis-
sionariessionaries who served at the stockholm temple I1 benefited greatly from access to the
papers and correspondence of keith S and inga K morgan who served at the temple
from november 1995 through april 1997 indeed their frequent notes to friends and
family containing rich descriptions of the travails and triumphs of russian week
provided the initial impetus for this project for most of their mission elder morgan
served as a counselor in the temple presidency and sister morgan served as either an
acting or an assistant temple matron during their mission they dealt firsthand with
ten temple excursions from missions in former soviet lands A few of these excursions
included members from one or more baltic republics and another seven excursions
brought together members from finland and at least one of the baltic states all corre-
spondencespondence from keith S and inga K morgan was sent via electronic mail to multiple
recipients including the authors family copies are in the authors possession

valuable information came as well from interviews with the morgans and corre-
spondencespondence and interviews with several other people including reid johnson president
of the stockholm temple from 1991iggi to 1994 and gary browning thomas rogers
richard chapplechappie and gary anderson all of whom presided over russian missions in
the 1990s19gos the resulting account portrays events and practices as they stood up to the
late 1990s19gos even though many practices continue as described the past tense is em-
ployed throughout the story is compelling but somewhat incomplete readers would
benefit from a more systematic collection and study of the impressions of russian
saints who participated in the temple excursions

A few firsthand accounts have been published in gary browning russia and the
restored gospel salt lake city deseret book 1997 in addition some oral histories
have been collected and housed in the historical department archives division the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city though access to them is

usually restricted in the case of living members
4 see all temple schedule salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints 1997 the outline of the schedule was due at church headquarters by june
of the preceding year

5 temple calendar 1996 stockholm sweden temple in possession oftheodtheof the author
three weeks are labeled either international or nordic

6 the estonian saints stayed at the temple from november 30 to december 5

1992 participating in ordinances in finnish and russian reid johnson interview by
author holladay utah october 231997

7 the asylum seeker was probably not a member of the traveling group russia
moscow mission president richard chappiechapple called the temple on the day the group was
scheduled to arrive and apologized for the cancellation the first excursion from
moscow went to stockholm on august 303019931993 after efforts to go to freiberg in june
were scuttled by visa problems with germany johnson interview gary browning let-
ter to author may 281997
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8 keith S morgan email november 5519961996

9 keith S morgan email march 30301997997-
10 keith S morgan email april 281996 see also inga K morgan email june i1

1996
11 lest it be thought that immigration concerns are unique to european govern

ments consider the experience ofanastasiaAnastasiaof maslova called from russia to serve a mis
sion in canada she was denied entry into the united states to attend the missionary
training center in provo utah it took six weeks of pleading by church officials to
secure her temporary entry into the country sister maslova then received the endow
ment in the provo temple while at the missionary training center browning russia
and the restored gospel 328

12 keith S morgan email january 201997 keith S morgan email october lo1010

1995

133 biddulph morning breaks 18182 83

14 thomas rogers letter to author july 251997 gary anderson email april 26

1998998 typescript of an electronic mail sent to multiple recipients sent to author in
june 1999

15 preliminary schedule for week 22 moscow and samara saratovsagatovSaratov 1996 mimeo
graph in possession of inga K morgan

16 when the first group left estonia in november 1992 they rode the ship estonia
which later sank in one of recent history s worst maritime disasters

17 rogers letter to author rogers served from 1993993 to 1996 a more recent report
estimated the round trip journey from moscow at 240 per person anna Sterlisterllsterilsterligovasterligovalgovagoval

russian temple trip ldsworldidsworld gemsgemslistsldsworldcomlists1d rldcom february 9919991999
18 richard chapplechappie journal august 16 1993 quoted in a letter from suzsuzanneanne

chapplechappie to the author september 291997
19 johnson interview
20 rogers letter to author anderson email
21 there is also a house available for the use of a nonlocal temple president the

layout oftheodtheof the temple grounds is illustrated in a pamphlet published by the church titled
berrensherrens hus templet i stockholm viisterhaningevdsterhaninge nd

22 gerry avant temple in sweden Is as spiritual magnet to grateful members
church news november 11111995519955

23 keith S morgan email april 12199712 997 johnson interview gary anderson let-
ter to author november 141999

244 the languages are english swedish norwegian danish finnish russian
estonian and spanish instructions for stockholm temple missionaries typescript
1995 i1 in possession of the author

25 keith S morgan email september 231996
26 these figures are based on a review ofpapersof papers in the possession ofingahofingaof inga K morgan

27 keith S morgan email april 282819961996 keith S morgan email january 20201997il997
28 keith S morgan email november 8819961996 keith S morgan email january 20

1997997 keith S morgan email march 301997 inga K morgan email november 881996996

29 this schedule never works out but we have one anyway keith S morgan
email april 121997

3030 these calculations are derived from an unofficial record of ordinances com-
piled by inga K morgan during her service in stockholm and in her possession

31 the account in the succeeding paragraphs draws most heavily on email from
keith S morgan april 282819961996 november 131319961996 january 202019971997 march 303019971997
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and from inga K morgan april 282819961996 november 241996 and preliminary sched
ule for week 22 moscow and samara saratovsagatov other sources cited as necessary

32 keith S morgan interview
33 inga K morgan email august 141996
34 keith S morgan letter to author december 9919951995

35 keith S morgan email november M211996996 inga K morgan email novem
ber 281995

36 keith S and inga K morgan interviews by author april 17 and 261997
37 keith S morgan email november 131319961996

38 johnson interview
39 keith S morgan email december i1 1995

40 inga K morgan email november 301995
41 keith S morgan email january 201997
42 inga K morgan email november 161619961996 keith S morgan email novem

berber161996161996
43 keith S morgan email january 201997
44 see keith S morgan email december i 1995995 keith S morgan email janu

ary 201997 inga K morgan email april 282819961996

45 rogers letter to author gary N anderson russia at the crossroads mor
mon cultural connections inin eastern europe paper presented at the mormon his
tory association meeting may 1999 inin possession of the author

46 the stockholm sweden temple dedicatory prayer given july 21985 isis tran
scribedascribed inin waited long hoped prayed for temple church newsnayngy published by
deseretdeseretnewsnews july 71985 11

47 avant temple inin sweden 6

48 gary browning letter to author reid johnson telephone conversation with
author october 262619971997 gary anderson letter to author april 262619981998 sterligkova
russian temple trip

49 keith S morgan email march 301997
50 inga K morgan email december 9919951995 inga K morgan email december ii11

1995

51 johnson interview
52 johnson interview
53 inga K morgan email august 171996 the message continues
As this sister ramordmbromb was talking a flood of memoriesmemories came to me I1 remember
when finland lost karelenkabelen sicsic I1 remember the war and the terrible cold
winter that year many finns had fled to sweden and many had sent their
children to sweden so they could be taken care of and fed we heard about
the miserable conditions of the finnish soldiers whose marching boots had
no soles left and who frfrefrozebrozee to death we had learned to knit inin school so we
helped the way we could by knitting knee and wrist warmers that were sent to
finland to the soldiers I1 can remember the smell of the gray wool yarn all
these things came back to me as she spoke and I1 too felt so grateful that we
now could all be together for a whole week with only loving words spoken
and admiration shown that isis what the gospel of jesus christ can do for us
changing from hating our enemiesenemies to loving them in retrospect it has been
an incredible week

54 anderson russia at the crossroads
55 this information comes from a draft copy of the letter prepared by sister mor-

gan her letter was sent back to moscow with anastasia maslova at the end of the week
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august 311996 all three letters quoted exactly as written are in the possession of
inga K morgan and the author

56 in their letter of january 1841 the first presidency told the scattered saints that
it would take faithfulness and concerted effort and not just individual exertion to
build up nauvoo and its temple joseph smith jr history ortheof the chchurchh oflesusof jesus christ
oflatterof latter day saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book
1971 4272

57 sarah pea rich wrote that the nauvoo temple endowment helped assure her
that god would guide us and sustain us in the unknown journey that lay before us on
the trail west a statement david whittaker cited and employed as a metaphor for
lifes journey in pioneering journeys then and now 320 21



thomas rogers president of the russia st petersburg mission and reid johnson
president of the stockholm sweden temple the two are inin st petersburg s royal
summer garden where twice inin this century russia was dedicated by latter day saint
apostles for the preaching of the restored gospel



vignettes of temple bound russians
thomas FE rogers

excerptsfromexcerpts promfrom a recently published personal journal give glimpses ortheof the souls
who found their way to the russian weeks in the stockholm sweden temple

while serving as president of the newly opened russia st petersburg
mission I1 kept a personal journal that has brought me great joy the stance
my journal took was not to account for my own time and effort but to
record events and insights mundane though they may seem which struck
me at the time as fairly profound for three charmed years summer 1993
to summer 1996 1I was privileged to witness on an almost daily basis the
mighty change of heart in missionaries and members their heightened

spiritual awareness and the courage and heroism they mustered even
though at times they faltered to rise above the natural man and transcend
the constant adversity that accosted each of them in a variety of forms

in particular the journal records my personal response my musings
over those events as they occurred mostly in others lives sometimes in my
own I1 often responded with amazement and also with a hint of my own
inadequacy in comparison with those others those three years were truly
a time of awakening and spiritual discovery As I1 declare in one oftheodtheof the jour-
nals segments Is it not an utterly inspired and ultimately win win policy
that the lord would by such extensive delegation require so many ofusof us so
ostensibly unqualified to be trusted and again entrusted with the carry-
ing forward of his sacred work the salvation of souls my hope is that
this and other impressions that came to me then will have some impact
and significance for others also

the following excerpts from the journal including the remarks of two
of our missionaries mostly relate to members of the russia st petersburg
mission who during our time there were endowed in the sweden stock-
holm temple these vignettes are preludes to the russian weeks described
in the preceding article

setting

As it must have been under the tsarsasars st petersburg still affords more
of a contrast than probably any other russian city the imperial edifices
including numerous ministry buildings are breathtakingly immense in
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0u

view of st petersburgsPetersburgs endless high rise apartments during the communist re-
gime st petersburg was renamed leningrad after the fall oftheodtheof the soviet union the cityscitycites s

original name was restored residents however still refer to this section of the city
as leningrad

scale the friezes and outright sculpture of their facades opulent beyond
those of such structures anywhere else but the high rise tenements most
everyone lives in vast tracts of them suggest another aesthetic which isis
crude if not ugly monotonous and barely functional

this impression isis compounded by the condition of streets and walk-
ways everywhere I1 m told in the later winter I1 ve whimsically commented
that here the earth must have already received its paradisiacal glory a sea
of glass read treacherous iceice mined with canine excrement wherever
you put down your feet the high incidence of broken hips on the part of
the many older people who fall on it and the consequent deaths from pneu-
moniamoniamonla are certainly one way to minimize the state s geriatric caseloadcaseload and
burden of pensioners the health problems that plague children due
chiefly to polluted water and malnutrition are other great population lev-
elers and all of this misfortune couldncoulden t have happened to a more lovable
or in many respects a more innocent people

st petersburgsPetersburgs climate and its seasons are far from moderate lately a

heat wave alternating with wet cold weather and seem to take their toll
the summer white nights encourage people to sleep less though we all

need as much sleep as ever and induce a kind of listlessness with it comes
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an inattentiveness shown by investigators during lessons or by some mem-
bers to their church obligations all of this coincides with the dachabacha sea-
son when russians traditionally spend every weekend if not weeks on
end throughout the summer in their country gardens not just tending
their crops but indulging in a general lethargy aided by alcohol

when summer days are eventually displaced by the dark days of win-
ter an opposite but equally immoderate response takes over instead
depression in some and the urge to sleep too much perhaps this in turn
reflects or has to some extent shaped those manic depressive extremes so
observable in literary characters and in the nation s history

with essentially two additional winter months taken off to celebrate
both the orthodox and the western christmasesChristmases and new year s one can
surmise that many russians spend close to half the year on vacation how
miraculous therefore that some essentially disregard such tradition join
the church and attend each sunday throughout the year

role model

we were recently invited by
one of our branch presidents
viktor yakovlev to the dachabacha he
built with his father and brother
while there we experienced a

russian banya hot steam sauna
and were then served a simple
meal made up entirely of the
products from his dachabacha gar-
den boiled potatoes tomato
preserves fresh cabbage and
apples taken from the root cel-

lar he had also constructed
what made the experience

particularly profound was that
this man though a professor and
an engineer hasnchasn t been paid for
half a year for the very survival
of his family he needs what he

president viktor yakovlevYakovIyakovl first counselorgrows hospitable as ever and in ev
inm the mission presidencymy experience never inclined to

ask for a handout or special help
he just happens to be one of the longest standing branch presidents in st
petersburg he also testifies that two summers ago he worked in his garden
only one sunday and came up with a miserable crop this year he vowed to
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avoid sunday gardening altogether and produced a bumper harvest the
bounty testifies to him of the principle of sabbath keeping his example
testifies to us of that and much more brother yakovlev later served as first
counselor in the mission presidency and assisted with logistical arrange-
ments for excursions to the stockholm sweden temple

against all odds

from elder paul anderson

last august elder richard turpin and I1 went contacting on grazgrazhdanhdanadan
sky prospect As it was monday however there were not many people on the
street and our success was minimal so when a young family of three came
into sight elder turpin and I1 jumped on them of course as the father told
me later they had seen us from a mile or more away our white shirts and ties
gave us away mstinstantlyantly as foreigners and they thought we were lost and sim-
ply wanted help how mistaken they were

however our broken russian did not help I1 had been in the coun-
try for eight months and elder turpin for less than three in fact only
tanya the mother understood anything we tried to say I1 would say

something and she would tran-
scribe it from missionary russian
into real russian

of course tanya was proba

7 bly more ready for our message
A few days earlier she had men-
tioned to her husband igor that
in spite of their having all they
needed something was still miss-
ing in their lives she thought it
was religion

we showed them the book of
mormon gave them the address
to the ploshchad muzhestva
branch and invited them to at-
tend for the tarastarasovstarasovis 1100 AM
was much too early to get up on a
sunday yet for some reason
both tanya and igor woke up on
time and came to church

after sacrament meeting they
found us and invited us to their
home then they waited and
waited and waitedwaltedbutbut we nevertanya and igor tarasov with their son ale
showed so week andsha in the gardens of the stockholm sweden a Ppassed

temple sure proof that as elder anderson theyY came to church again we
tells us their interest in investigating the set upu a time to meet and then
church never flagged again they waited and waited
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and again we didnt come another week passed and they came to church
again this time we set up a visit for directly after church so there could be no
forgetting and no delay with my new companion elder seth campbell I1

taught them the first discussion As igor explains it there was a feeling there
that allowed them to trust us it was this feeling that had brought them to
church that first sunday and prompted them to invite us to their home

sadly after three discussions we were transferred to the petrogradskyPetrogradsky
branch I1 called and explained to the tarasovstarasovis that we wouldnt be there for
the next discussion that was difficult for us all to make matters worse
when elder campbell and I1 moved out of the apartment I1 accidentally left
the keys inside elders roderic buttimore and grant beckwith were locked
out on the very day for which I1 had scheduled a discussion with the tarasovstarasovis
in the missionary apartment

what might have been a tragedy actually turned out to be a blessing
though elder buttimore called and explained the situation and igor offered
to help A few minutes later both he and tanya arrived on the scene and
igor a professional carpenter proceeded to take the entire door apart even-
tually they all got in but when elder buttimore offered to conduct the
promised discussion the tarasovstarasovis declined they thought elder buttimore
who is a very proper englishman was just too serious yet as the tarasovstarasovis
soon discovered elder buttimore was just as thoughtful and kind as all the
rest if not more so

at their next appointment elder buttimore asked them to be baptized
we had already scheduled them for september 20 however the tarasovstarasovis
failed to mention this to elder buttimore probably because they had never
known about it how could I1 have set a baptismal date without letting the
tarasovstarasovis know about it of course their forgiving and staying with us after
we had failed to show up for two appointments is also rather unbelievable
and everyone knows I1 have never been praktichny practical in fact I1 am
very often rasseyanyrasseyany distracted

the tarasovstarasovis eventually agreed to a date in october the sunday before
igor received a real answer to his prayers after several nights of asking for a

surer testimony of the truthfulness of our message he sat with tanya and
alyosha his son in sacrament meeting igor saw a distinct glow above presi-
dent kondratevKondrakondratektev the district president who was sitting on the stand the glow
lasted for several seconds and even tanya noticed it igor felt it was the lord
saying that baptism was the right thing for them

on october 3 all three tarasovstarasovis were baptized elder beckwith baptized
igor elder campbell baptized alyosha and I1 tanya elder buttimore con-
ferred the gift oftheodtheof the holy ghost upon each ofthemefthemof them A month and a halflaterhalfhalhalghaighai flaterlater
igor was called as a counselor in the district presidency

the tarasovstarasovis conversion story is quite amazing if only because of
all the silly things I1 did that might have kept them from being converted
maybe the delays were a test to prove whether they really wanted to receive
this blessing maybe not all the same the lord is in charge and if he wants
the truth to reach his children who are seeking it they will receive it
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glue

if there were ever a mor-
mon florence nightingale id
nominate sister irina berez-
nyak she isis always there be-
hind the scenes doing the
cleanup after meetings she
nurses other members dying
parents attends each of the
four districts conferences and
eagerly promotes coopera-
tive work ventures with other
members

A chemist by profession
she was the first in her enter-
prise to renounce her party
affiliation when such an action
was still precarious like so
many others she was deserted
by her husband and contends
with her only child a fairly

A mormonmoron florence nightingale sister irina unmanageable and unappre-
ciativebebenyakbereznyaknyak spends much of her time caring for teenage daughter rus-
sianothers without public recognition women are by contrast
with many of the men so

strong accountable and hard working truly the glue that holds this
nation together sister bereznyak has several times served as a russian
speaking worker in the stockholm sweden temple

amazing coincidences

in 1991iggi a young girl from kirgizstan approached a professor who with
his LDS students had been touring st petersburg and was on the way to a

sunday service she asked the professor to help her find the branch of the
church that coincidentally they were also looking for she had halfheartedly
agreed to attend church at the urging of people associated with the taber-
nacle choir whose concert she had attended during its tour of russia the
week before however she had silently told god that if she did not find
where the church was meeting her obligation to look further would be
satisfied just three years later as she was set apart to serve a mission in
moscow sister kalambubuambubuKal turgunalievna murzakulovaMurzakulova reminded the
professor now her mission president where they had first met
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again in 1990 a young man noticing two missionaries in a subway car
had the strong urge to speak to them but the missionaries did not ap-
proach him two years later he and his family were tractedbracted out by another
pair of messengers he attests to the light that radiated from them as they
entered his apartment vladimir astafev now presides over st petersburg s

moskovsky branch
another young man and his family attest to the similar presence they

felt when the missionaries came to them sergey smelovsmolov is now president
of the branch in the st petersburg suburb kolpinoKolpino

sergey smelovsmolov president oftheodtheof the branch inin kolpinoKolpino a suburb of st petersburg with his
daughters katya left and diana

in 1991iggi a young woman an accomplished pianist was taking a train to
the ukraine to recover from the shock of her brother s untimely death
before the woman boarded her mother noticed there were only men on
the train and advised her daughter to dispose of her ticket and go another
time then a young american a returned missionary who had served in
another country but was then touring russia happened to approach them
he told them he had been prompted in a dream the night before to offer his
services to someone that day and in halting russian he offered his protec-
tion for some reason they trusted him learning during the trip about his
religious background the young woman decided to look up the church
after returning home asking some young people who proved to be bap-
tists for directions she was told to beware of the mormonscormonsMormons who would
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shout at her and compel her to
stay with them remembering
the young man she disbelieved
them and went on her way jana
orno orlova is now our mis-
sions music director and shouts

V oft at us to stay in tune
W for several years a man had

10 taken special notice of one of the
Z principal supervisors at his large

workplace the supervisor he
says stood out for him because

X ofhisochisofhis honesty and his concern for
others after joining the church
the first man was both amazed
and delighted to discover this
exceptionally fine supervisor
vyacheslav efimov was his dis-
trict president later efimov
became the first russian missionmission
president to serve inm russia he
died in february 2000.2000

in 1993 a missionary was un-
expectedly impelled to cross a

busy street and speak to a family

vyacheslav and galina efimefimov vyacheslav he had noticed at a considerable
wass the seniorsenior district president inin st peters-
burg

distance the husband anatoly
and was later called as the first russian Sitonin then considered himself

to a president the coupleserve as mission an atheist but he and his wifeserved inin the russia Ekaterinekatennburgekaterinburgburg mission
were baptized soon after taking
the missionary lessons six months

later he served as a branch president and shortly after replaced vyacheslav
efimov as president of st petersburg s east district he later became a

counselor inin the mission presidency
speaking recently with another of our strong district presidents I1

learned that during the three years before he and his family encountered
the missionaries he had not only given up coffee and tea but also had
begun to hold his own family home evening he had also moved from the
stance of a convinced atheist to debating matters of faith within himself
the first year then to submitting to the inner voice that argued for

faith the second year and finally to recognizing that voice as indeed the
voice of god the third year while attending the temple a year after their
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conversion he immediately rec rj
ognized that same familiar
voice he heard it again when

he began to read the doctrine
and covenants for the first time

after a fresh falling out with
his senior companion a young
tenderheartedtender hearted missionary be-
gan to cry as he approached a
man on the street the man
responded by embracing and
consoling the missionary but did
not agree to take a book ofmorodmorof mor-
mon or meet with him the next
day while tractingtrading the mission-
ariesariesarles reencountered the same
man who remembered the
tenderheartedtender hearted elder and was
moved by what had earlier tran-
spired between them the man
invited them in and began re-
ceiving the discussions

E
while riding in a bus a few

weeks ago to the farewell sacra-
ment serviceservice featuring a local
sister missionary called to mos-
cow I1 noticed a young man and anatoly and irina sitoninsimonin and their chil-

drenan older lady enter the vehicle left to right nikita and vitaly
their backs were turned and
through the crowd I1 could not see them well but something about the
young man not just the suit and tie he wore but his deference to
the woman presumably his mother made me regret that he was not one
of us or one of our missionaries whom he so resembled it was an impres-
sion I1 don t usually have when im in a crowd of strangers I1 asked myself
what it would take to reach people like this young man one could even
assume given their dress and bearing that the young man and his mother
were going to a church service of one kind or another russians don t ordi-
narily dress that well or that formally particularly on sunday

but why not to our service I1 felt I1 should approach them and invite
them to investigate the church but before I1 had a chance to the young
man turned in my direction and behold it was the brother of our sister
missionary himself a member who had joined after participating in our
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mission play a year earlier during the sacrament meeting he spoke and
announced his desire to serve a mission too in the aftermath I1 asked my-
self what about him already stood out so 1 I think I1 know and I1 chided
myself more is happening out there than we are often aware the appeal
of and need for the restored gospel as well as its amazing comprehensive-
ness are truly universal if that were not so we could not reach people like
that young man his mother and his sister and we would have long ago
returned home aleksandr nepomnyashchy has since then also served a

russianrusslan speaking mission and is now president of the same branch to
which I1 traveled on that memorable sunday

celestial contact

from elder kevin hathaway

for several days in a row my companion and I1 had spent our mornings
street contacting we would always cross the soccer field in front of our
apartment ride the bus a few blocks and then contact on the streets next to
the metro

on this particular morning however we decided that instead of
crossing the soccer field we would take a different route along the edge
of the building in order to avoid the heat of the sun As we emerged from
behind the building onto an unfamiliar street we saw a tall muscular man
and his petite wife pushing a baby carriage in our direction As mission-
aries we d been challenged to speak to someone within three minutes of
leaving our apartments on this morning it was my turn to make the first
contact so I1 approached the large man with the respect and caution his
immense size demanded

he was surprisingly polite and agreed to listen to my message he told
us his name was aleksandr tomak for the next few minutes he listened
intently as I1 introduced myself and told him a little bit about the church
when I1 removed a book of mormon from my bag to show him his eyes
immediately widened and he ceased looking at me for the rest of our con-
versation his gaze was focused on that book of mormon he agreed to meet
with us the next day and when I1 gave him the book he cradled it gently in his
hands as if it were a small child

when we arrived the next day to teach aleksandr the first discussion he
had already read fifteen chapters in the book of mormon it took several
minutes to answer all his questions before we could begin to teach him the
discussion over the next month I1 was amazed to see him grow he attended
church every week and continued reading the book of mormonofmormon I1 could soon
see the sparkle of a testimony in his eyes

only one obstacle stood between aleksandr and baptism he loved to
smoke he told me later that after weeks of struggling with that habit he
finally approached the lord in prayer he told the lord how grateful he was
for the church and the book ofmormonofmormon he expressed his burning desire to
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u

aleksandr and yulyabulya tomak and their daughter natalya As a relatively young
member aleksandr served as president of st petersburgsPetersburgs largest district

be baptized and then asked the lord to help him quit smoking As he opened
his eyes they immediately came to rest on a pack of cigarettes he removed
one ofthemefthemof them and looked at it suddenly he realized that his physical craving to
smoke had disappeared the cigarette in his hand did not even appeal to him
in fact it was repulsive he tossed the whole pack over his balcony railing and
walked back into his apartment from that moment aleksandr has never
experienced the craving for a cigarette

I1 baptized aleksandr on august 6 the ordinance was performed in a
lake not far from his home As he came up out of the water his face shone
with light my emotions grew tender as he immersed me in a giant bear hug
I1 felt like id been preparing for that moment for nineteen years

later aleksandr told me that on the morning we first met he and his
wife had both just turned down that unfamiliar street for no particular
reason I1 know without a doubt as does aleksandr that there was a reason
why we both decided to take different streets that morning it had nothing
to do with chance or the heat of the day the lord needed aleksandr and
his family

brother tomak was soon called as a branch president and faithfully served
in that capacity for several months during that time he also baptized his
wife yulyabulya today he is the president of st petersburgsPetersburgs largest district he
continues to be an example of faith and obedience to those he serves
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kaddish lament for the dead

yesterday we attended LsUs funeral at the crematorium we visited over a

year ago L was only in his forties and was both our mission genealogy
leader and a counselor in a district presidency he was earlier an extremely
knowledgeable and enthusiastic sunday school and institute teacher no
one was ever more committed more focused but two weeks before his
unexpected death others mostly sisters came to me expressing their
dismay that he had been called to assist in the temple they complained
about the personal advice they had not asked for the admonitions the im-
plied censure the tendency to dispute small points of doctrine the asser-
tion of his titles when presiding his insistence on the superiority of his
jewish bloodline the need to be recognized as others patriarch and priest-
hood advisor even when he wasngasn t his personal history of four un-
successful marriages prior to joining the church and his former wives
who did all they could to keep their whereabouts unknown to him

what the sisters complained of did not surprise me L had aggravated
me often enough too and worried me about the impression he made on
others as a church officer but he had managed to do us all this favor
before the next temple trip before people could feel further harassed and
complain some more he died in doing so he also gave each of us pause to
consider whether in his case we should have taken the higher road more
often many felt bad about the way they had resented him so

on the whole LsUs funeral was easier to take than vladislav s a year ago
perhaps we knew this time what to expect LsUs last wife was there too id
been told he had introduced her to the church but as far as I1 know she
had been inactive since their divorce she couldncouldracoulon t have been more than
eighteen when they married just half his age the one we were told he had
beaten she sobbed throughout she must have still loved him

L was clothed in the temple attire we d managed to have a missionary s

parents bring over with them just in time and his silent and rather non-
descript father an ethnic jew who we understood was not a believer at the
last moment threw himself on the bier and wept with abandon calling out
my son my son at that moment I1 envied L nor did I1 want to inquire

if the church approves cremation of a corpse dressed in temple garb or if
the morticians disrobe corpses first and if so do we get the clothing back
I1 dont think I1 will inquire either unless there are other such instances
while we are here I1 know that L particularly would have wanted it that
way he was a man someone said who had never known any happiness
but he had demonstrated great hope faith and dedication during his two
and a halfyearshalfyears as a member particularly with respect to the temple those
few last years were a meaningful compensation
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and we saw him mellow the sister who had during his last two weeks
so devotedly nursed L she also has jewish antecedents had in turn fallen
in love with him she will succeed him as mission genealogy leader and
would like nothing better than to be sealed to him which we told her could
happen only in the life to come if both are willing

As I1 think again about the service that preceded LsUs cremation and the
quick destruction of his garb and remains in an oven before wed even
departed I1 was somehow reminded of the strike in which a playplays s stage
set is reduced to as close to ashes as possible I1 ve often felt that theater is

such an ephemeral art but so is mortality extremely ephemeral
A sad echo of earlier events the son about to be cremated the dis-

traught father both jews

A natural

I1 was first struck by his surname lermontov which he shares with one
of russiasdussiasRussias foremost poets then after casting him as the lead in both of
our mission plays I1 came to recognize his remarkable charismatic gift
whether on stage or off it was the same he had so much integrity and such
a simple solid faith A student of electrical engineering he had no notice-
able aesthetic inclinations or prior experience but radiating so much ofhisochisof his
own true self he was meant to be the lead in our mission produced plays
I1 seriously doubt we could have performed them without him

what unity and esprit those plays conjured especially within each
cast so many cast members have since served full time missions and some
of the nonmembersnonmembers of the casts have since been baptized activities of this
order are what the church needs more of and I1 still contend that everyone
can be an actor

1
2

I1

d8

andrey lermontov and president rogers
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tough callcarcailcalican

A number of outstanding young members of missionary age are
unable to serve because they are unwilling to register for armed service
who can blame them the abuse of new recruits and the heavy loss of
russian lives in the country s questionable venture in chechnyaChechnya would
incite cynicism and fear in anyone still the church cannot afford to send
these young men to other places and thus unwittingly assist them to avoid
their obligation as citizens

there are notable exceptions like rodion batin the son of an earlier
branch president who had one day simply walked away from his calling
and never returned to our meetings rodion has all along remained enthu-
siastically involved as has his younger brother when it was time for
rodion to register for the draft he did not hesitate in doing so despite his
youth he was then a counselor in the east district presidency he has since
been stationed near enough
to st petersburg that on week-
ends he oftenmanagesoften manages to at-
tend meetings in his home
branch I1 imagine that at
some point a full time mis-
sion will follow

celestial weddings

the precedent of two
celestial weddings will do

much to inspire the mem-
bers and send familial roots
deep into the russian soil
the student oleg martalermastalerMartaler is

vyborgnyborg s quiet committed
seminary teacher and now a
counselor in the vyborgnyborg dis-
trict presidency he and his
bride from the same com-
munity will be the first of
our members to marry in
the stockholm temple the
temple wedding will ofcourseofcourse
follow the obligatory regis-
tration

russian pioneer oleg martalermastalerMartaler coordinated the
ceremony at a local seminary and institute programs in vyborgnyborg he

russian wedding office but and his wife were the first russian couple to be
by only a few days married in the stockholm sweden temple
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the second such union is I1

believe also unique to the church
in russia it involves two former
full time missionaries the viva-
cious natasha smirnova whom
I1 set apart two years ago and who
served in the ukraine kiev mis-
sion and the fine igor akolyu
shny who hails from ukraine
but faithfully served his mission
in st petersburg igor returned
here a year after his release un-
able to find work in his destitute
country he also has the distinc-
tion of having joined the church
after the first american mission-
aries

14

came to east germany
where he was serving as a mem-
ber of the occupying red army

erlbgalperbbthis deed alone says volumes
about his courage and indepen-
dence not to mention his great igor and natasha akolyushny both served

full time missions she in ukraine he as a
faith not he tolong ago came ukrainian russian in st petersburg they
me wondering if despite his being were the first russian returned missionaries
almost thirty he should defer to be married in the stockholm sweden

marriage for further education temple igor may also be the only russian
who joined the church while still a member

I1 take credit for saying no and of the soviet army occupying east germany
tilting his resolve by pointing igor now serves as driver for the russia st
him in natasha s direction petersburg mission office

thomas F rogers served as president of the russia st petersburg mission from
1993 to 1996 his book A call to russia was recently published by BYU studies rogers
has been professor of russian at brigham young university for thirty one years and is
a BYU studies academy member he received his BA in international relations from
the university of utah in 1955 his MA in slavic languages and literature from Y

university inin 1962 and his phd inin russian languages and literature from georgegerge
town university inin 1969 he has published the gospel of john as literature BYU

studies 28 no 3 1988 67 8080 and several plays in his volumes god s fools 1983 and
huebener and other plays 1992 he has served as the director of the honors program
and chair oftheodtheof the department ofasianogasianofasianaslan and slavic languages at brigham young univer-
sity and as editor for encyclicencycliaEncy clia the journal oftheodtheof the utah academy in 1998 he received the
lifetime service award for the mormon festival oftheodtheof the arts the author can be reached
through the BYU studies email address byu studiesbyuedu
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oliver cowderysCowderys vermont years and
the origins ofofmormonismmormonism
larry E morris

most of what is known about oliver cowdery s youth comes from a
well known summary offered by his sister lucy cowdery young

now in regard to oliver he was born in the totown ofwellsofwellsweilswelis in the state ofveroeverofver
montamontjmont when he was three years of age father married my mother she
resided in the town of poultney so oliver was brought up in poultney rut
land county vermont and when he arrived at the age of twenty he went to
the state of new york where his older brothers were married and settled and
in about two years my father moved there 1

cowdery biographers have generally repeated these brief facts before
darting to oliver s initial meeting with joseph smith in april 1829 A close
look at the record however reveals a rich family history behind lucy s simple
summary a history that includes the death of oliver s mother the blend-
ing ofthreeof three families four moves between two states and a plague that took
a dear aunt and uncle

all of these details in turn shed light on two controversial theories
bearing on the origins of mormonism the first alleges that joseph smith
sr and william cowdery participated in a divining rod incident known as

the wood scrape forming associations that impacted their sons found-
ing of the church a quarter of a century later 2 the second purports that
young oliver knew minister ethan smith read his work view of the
hebrews and passed on knowledge of the book or a copy of the book
itself to joseph who borrowed freely from it in producing the book of
mormon 3 both theories have spawned considerable discussion and
research the well documented history of the william cowdery family in
vermont however shows that both theories are long on speculation and
short on fact

william cowderysCowderys forty years in vermont

oliver s youth is best understood in the context oftheodtheof the four decades his
father spent in vermont interrupted by a three year stay in new york
william cowdery jr was born in east haddam connecticut on septem-
ber 51765 around 1787 he and his wife rebecca fuller born on january 2

1768 also in east haddam moved to wells vermont where rebecca s

brother in law and sister rufus and huldah fuller glass had recently

BYUbyustudiesstudies39Studies 39 no i1 20002000 107
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settled 4 around 1827 william moved his family to western new york
although this period has received little attention in biographies of oliver
cowdery 5 it is fairly well documented with at least thirty references to
william cowdery occurring in original vermont records and additional
information in cowdery family histories

wells Vermont 6

october 171788 birth ofwarrenof marrenwarren Cowdery7

september 1789 william cowdery included in the list of free

men in wellsowells8wellsmeilsmelis
february 161617911791 birth of stephen Cowcowdery9cowderylCowderyderyl9

april 1791 february 1793 various land sales to william
cowdery10Cowdery10

february 201792 william cowdery sworn to position of sur-
veyor of highways11highways11

july 1793 william cowdery s livestock earmarks identified in
the town minutesminutes1212

october 41793 birth of dyer cowdery13Cowdery13

august 131796 birth ofoferastuserastus cowdery14Cowdery14

december 191917971797 Williwilliamwilliarnlilliarnainarn cowdery files an affidavit with the
town clerk discussing four stray sheep the owner is desired to
prove property pay charges and take them away 15

june 301799 birth of sally cowdry16Cowdry16

18001800 Williwilliamarn cowdre family listed in wells census17census 17

march 121802 birth ofoflymanlyman cowdrycowdry1818

march 1803 Williwilliamarn cowdery sworn to the position of sur-
veyor of highways19highways19

june 161618041804 birth of olive cowdery2ocowdery20Cowdery20

october 3180631806 birth of oliverofoliver cowdery2lcowdery21Cowdery21

january 1807 november 18081808 various land sales from william
cowdery the last known reference to william in the wells
town record is a sale to socrates hotchkiss on november 9
18081808 that included all the land and buildings standing on the
farm on which I1 the grantor now live 31221122332222

middletown vermont
early 1809 cowdery family moves to Middletownmiddletown2323

september 3318091809 death of rebecca fuller cowdery24Cowdery24

march 181810 marriage of williamofwilliarn cowdery and keziah
pearce Austinaustin25austin2l25

williamson new york
summer 18101810 family moves to williamson ontario county
new york26
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1810 williamwimmiam cowdry family listed in ontario new york census27census 27

december 181818101810 birth of rebecca marie cowdery 28

middletown vermont
1813 1814 family returns to middletown29Middletown29

june 3318141814 birth of lucy pearce cowderycowdery3030

february 232318151815 land sale from william cowdery to moses
copeland31copeland3lCopeland31

january 171817 birth of phoebe cowdery 32

poultney vermont
august 2218181818 baptism of rebecca marie lucy and phoebe33Phoebe33

18201820 william cowdery family listed in poultney census34census34

oliver cowdery was born in wells on october 3318061806 after a summer of
drought in southwestern vermont according to a wells historian no rain
fell from seeding time to harvest crops were almost a complete failure 35

the cowdery and rufus glass homes were just a mile apart giving the
eight children in each family a good chance to get well acquainted with
their cousins there must have
been frequent trips back and forth
between the two homes with the
cousinscousins enjoying boiled bag pud-
ding

47
or hot maple syrup served 7 Y

36 wapwgpofon platters snow
william cowdery and rufus

glass were landowners who prob-
ably raised beef cattle sheep and
hogs william and his six sons no
doubt cleared land with crude
axes planted hay and grain in the
thin topsoil and hoped the short
vermont growing season would
yield a good harvest in late win-
ter and early spring they tapped 0

maple trees collecting enough
sugar to last the entire year like
their neighbors the family proba-
bly

uau9
cooked meals of potatoes tur-

nips pumpkins beans and ground A

corn over an open hearth 37
11 0

william came from a reli-
gious his father wilfamily mrkerarkerarker att the birthplbirthalbirthplace of oliver cowdery
liam sr and his mother hannah wells vermont
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emmons both belonged to the congregational church 3831 william sr
served as a deacon in the reading vermont congregational church preach-
ing sermons after the death of the minister 3931 oliver probably met his
grandfather cowdery his only surviving grandparent and listened first-
hand to his calvinist exhortations

oliver was two years old when the family left wells early in 180918og but
the move to poultney often thought to have taken place immediately
did not occur for another decade the family moved first to a farm in
middletown a township a few miles directly northeast of wells oliver s

mother rebecca may have been sick with a chronic cough when they left
wells her health did not improve nine months later in a portent of oliv-
er s own future rebecca died of consumption most likely tuberculosis at the
age of forty three oliver died also at age forty three and probably from
the same disease 40

one historian of wells has suggested that after rebecca s death two
year old oliver went to live with his aunt huldah glass his mothers
older sister 41 various records indicate that oliver may have lived with the
glass family for at least two extended periods first from 1809 to 1813 and
again between 18201820 and 1822 the 18101810 census record for william cow-
dery for example lists only one male child under ten although lyman
and oliver were both in that age bracket furthermore the glass census
record for 18101810 lists two boys under ten even though the glass boys were
all over ten oliver s living with the glass family would be consistent with
both census reports 42

even if oliver temporarily lived with the glass family proved possible
but hardly certain by known records william cowdery still had seven
other children to care for sometime in the six months after rebeccasRebeccds death
he courted keziah pearce austin a middletown widow who came from a

respected poultney family they were married in middletown on march 18

18101810 the union eventually combined three families a child from keziahsKeziahs
first marriage and eight cowdery children were eventually joined by wil-
liam and keziahskeziaysKeziahs three daughters 43

As vermont historian charles T morrissey details the years imme-
diately preceding and following the war of 1812 provided all sorts of trou-
bles for vermont including a depressed economy that likely factored in
the family s migration by ox team to western new york in the summer of
1810 44 william and keziahsKeziahs first child rebecca marie was born in wil-
liamsonliamson new york that december

young oliver whose early years had already been traumatized by the
loss of his mother faced a double blow just four years later when a plague
descended on wells and the surrounding communities both glass parents
fell ill first with chills and a high fever followed by violent coughing
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vomiting and diarrhea huldah died on march 212118131813 at the age of fifty
one and fifty seven year old rufus succumbed two weeks later 4515 this
epidemic was probably part of an outbreak of typhoid fever that struck the
entire connecticut river valley between 1812 and 1815 claiming six thou-
sand lives and affecting both seven year old joseph smith who endured an
excruciating leg operation and his sister sophronia who almost died 46

one of olivers cousins seventeen year oldoid arunah glass was left to care
for himself his three younger sisters and possibly for six year old oliver

william cowdery brought his family back to vermont in 1813 or 1814

possibly because oftheodtheof the deaths ofrufasof rufus and huldah the vermont economy
certainly had not improved and was not the reason they returned the
cowderysCowderys returned to middletown and the records of three events provide
evidence of their continuous middletown residence for the next few years
the birth of lucy pearce in june 1814 williams property sale in february
1815 and phoebesphoebeaPhoebes birth in january 1817 the family was therefore in mid-
dletown and oliver was nine years old during the summer of1816 the
year without a summer when a foot of snow fell on about june 8 and
fifteen sheep froze to death in a wells barn this was also the third succes-
sive year of crop failures for the joseph smith sr family driving them from
vermont to western new yorkyork4747

oliver faced several adjustments during the middletown years his
oldest brother warren married patience simonds in 1814 and had moved
to freedom new york by 1816 448 the next year oliver s siblings dyer
erastus and sally joined warren in new york 49 along with his new sisters
oliver also had a new stepbrother to get used to silas austin who was
seven years his senior silas austin is mentioned in a journal entry oliver
made in 1836 on a trip through ohio on my way I1 called on silas
austin he received me with a smile and wished me to remember him 5010

lucy cowdery youngs summary of oliver s youth does not mention
middletown but this lapse is understandable since she was only three or
four when the family left middletown and moved a few miles west to the
township of poultney this was familiar territory to lucy s mother keziah
who had lived in poultney both before and after her marriage to harring-
ton austin the cowderysCowderys arrived in poultney by 1818 and rebecca marie
lucy and phoebe were baptized that august in the same congregational
church that keziah had joined in 1803 5511 according to lucy the family
remained in poultney for close to a decade with oliver leaving for western
new york around 1825 and the remaining members of the family following
two years later

few details oftheodtheof the poultney years are known but william cowdery was
a literate man who emphasized his children s education at least four ofhisochisof his
six sons became either doctors or lawyers and although the upbringing



112 BYU studies

and education of the cowdery children is virtually undocumented a local
history of wells written in 1869 contains a reference to olivers education
we well remember this same oliver cowdery when in our boyhood

he attended school in the district where we reside in 1821 and 1822 5212

the possibility of olivers attending school in wells is curious because
the cowderysCowderys resided in poultney during these years available records
once again indicate however that oliver may have been temporarily resid-
ing with his cousin arunah glass who had married in 1817 one reason
could have been arunahsArunahs inheritance of the debts of his deceased parents
As richard L bushman has pointed out new englanders of this period
lived precarious economic lives often owing money to or being owed by
scores of individuals A person could be prospering while alive bushman
notes and suddenly be insolvent at death 5313 arunah apparently lived on
the edge of poverty at one point receiving assistance from others in the
community 54 and oliver may well have attended school while helping
arunah support a wife son and three sisters

during the year ofofjosephjoseph smithsmiths s first vision 1820 oliver turned four-
teen the poultney census record for that year does not list any boys at all

residing with the william cowdery family while the four daughters still

at home are accurately represented olivers five brothers were all old
enough to be living away from home by this time interestingly the wells
census record for arunah glass lists one boy between ten and sixteen as

well as one boy under ten and arunahsarunaesbrunaesArunahs only son was three 55 though not
unimpeachable those census records indicate that oliver might have
resided in wells where he took advantage of educational opportunities
the wells school district records also support the theory that oliver at-
tended school there in 1822 for example two students between the ages of
four and eighteen are listed in the arunah glass household but arunah
had only one child at the time rufus born in 1817 and his younger sisters
were all over eighteen in 1823 one student is listed for the glass family 56

therefore available records corroborate the claim that oliver attended
school in wells in the early i82os1820s

oliver would have attended school during the long winter term possi-
bly studying composition and figures under almon hopson an instructor
who taught in wells for twenty years the school day began with reading of
the bible and reading was stressed more than any other subject quill pens

difficult make and sic and 1757 inwere to paper was very course scarce
this spare setting young oliver began to acquire the skills oflogicoologicof logic and lan-
guage that served him so well in future years

oliver left vermont around 1825 but the exact year is not known lucy
claims he left when he was twenty and he turned twenty in october 1826
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however lucy mistakenly states that oliver was born in 1805 so she could
have thought that he turned twenty in 1825 58 whatever the exact date
oliver had grown to young manhood in the green mountain state and his
family s time there becomes a source of controversy in discussions of both
the wood scrape and view odtheoftheof the hebrews

the wood scrape

the wood scrape actually took place in middletown vermont seven
years before william cowdery moved there and four years before oliver s

birth according to nineteenth century middletown historian barnes
frisbie nathaniel wood a preacher who had tried unsuccessfully to
become pastor ofofmiddletownsmiddletownsMiddlemiddietowns congregational church and several of his
relatives broke from the congregational church and claimed they were
modern israelites or jews under the special care of providence that the

almighty would visit their enemies with his wrath and vengeance 11

in 1799 with the wood movement gathering momentum a man named
winchell who contemporaries claimed was a fugitive and a counterfeiter
arrived on the scene and initiated the group to the use of the hazel rod a

small shrub cut with two prongs from the use of this stick winchell and
the woods pretended to divine all sorts of things to suit their purpose 15935959

with increasing zeal winchell and the woods were soon using the rod
to dig for buried treasure and search for missing persons the frenzy
reached its apex on the night of ofjanuaryjanuary 141802 with the rodsmenrodsman prepar-
ing for a cataclysmic earthquake even writing passover messages on their
doorpostsdoorposts and with local gentiles calling out the militia and standing
guard for destroying angels there was no sleep that night among the
inhabitants fear consternation great excitement and martial law pre-
vailed throughout the night historian frisbie wrote in 1867186 60 but there
was no earthquake and the disgraced wood group dispersed justus
winchell was warned out of town and the woods who had previously
been prominent citizens with a former town selectman constable and
justice of the peace among their numbers bolted to new york

frisbie saw the roots ofmormonismMormonismof in the wood movement claiming
that joseph smith sr and william cowdery were both involved with winchell
in vermont around 18001800 and that they resumed that association two de-
cades later in new york

there we find these men joseph smith sr and william cowdery with the
counterfeiter winchell searching for money over the hills and mountains
with the hazel rod and their sons joe and oliver as soon as they were old
enough were in the same business and continued in it until they brought out
the vilest scheme that ever cursed the country 61
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locations in vermont and new york significant to the early life of oliver cowdery

frisbie himself however admitted that the evidence for these claims
was thin describing joseph smith srsarssr s involvement in the scrape frisbie
wrote 1 I have been told that he resided in poultney and that he was
in it the wood movement of this I1 cannot speak positively for the
want of satisfactory evidence 62 similarly frisbie cannot place william
cowdery directly in the wood movement

winchellWinch11 I1 have been told was a friend and acquaintance ofofcowdryscowdrysCowdrys but of
this I1 cannot be positive they were intimate afterwards but winchell staid at
cowdry s some little time keeping himself concealed winchell next
turns up in middletown and here he began to use the hazel rod whether
he had before used it at cowdry s in wells I1 cannot say 63

furthermore as richard lloyd anderson has pointed out frisbie s

smith cowdery discussion appears separately from his main summary of
the wood scrape in that narrative frisbie offered a detailed description
of the incident with specific names dates and locations but said noth-
ing at all about smith or cowdery nor did his star witness laban clark a
preacher who was temporarily in middletown at the time of the wood
movement in 1867 clark wrote a letter to frisbie discussing the rod-
men a letter that further complicated the picture by claiming the counter-
feiter was named wingate not winchell frisbie also explained that before
18601860 he interviewed more than thirty men and women who were living in
middletown in 18001800 according to frisbie s summary these survivors said
nothing of a counterfeiter or of cowdery 64
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despite frisbie s seeming lack of evidence his concept of a winchell
smith cowdery association has been revived by D michael quinn who
considers it likely that winchell mentoredmentored the smiths in the occult and that
oliver cowdery s gift of working with the rod came by way of winchell s

influence on william cowdery 665611 in reaching these conclusions quinn as-

sumes i1 william cowdery was involved in the wood scrape 2 william
cowdery gained knowledge of working with the rod from winchell and
transmitted that knowledge to oliver 3 joseph sr moved temporarily
from eastern to western vermont around 18001800 and also got involved in the
wood scrape and 4 joseph sr was reunited with winchell in new york
in the early i82os1820s A close examination oftheodtheofthe existing documents however
fails to support any oftheseof these assumptions

i1 william cowdery was never actually identified as a rodsman or as a

participant in the wood scrape quinns assertion that william was
described as a divining rodsman by his vermont neighbors66neighbors1166neighbors3366116666 is not accu-

rate frisbie claimed only that winchell briefly stayed with cowdery three
years before the wood scrape and the historian of Middletown was uncer-
tain whether winchell used the rod at that time frisbie therefore jumped
to a conclusion when he argued that oliver cowdery s father was in the
wood scrape61scrape 6761 and quinn compounds this mistake by frequently assert-
ing that cowdery was identified as a vermont rodsman

As for the three wells residents mentioned in an 1869 history of wells
none made specific claims about william cowdery nancy glass who was
ten years old in 18001800 wrote to the authors if any one of the cowdery
family was engaged in it it must have been the old gentleman I1 rather
think it was but won t be positive the other two joseph parks fourteen
years old in 181800oo00 and mrs charles garner age unknown merely verified
that cowdery was connected with the rodsmenrodsmanrods men 668 all of this recalled
nearly seventy years after the fact could simply be a confirmation that
winchell stayed with cowdery As anderson has convincingly summa-
rized william cowdery s knowing a man who knew the woods does not
make him a participant indeed oliver s father is absent from all sources
preceding frisbie the main group ofmiddletownMiddletownof survivors oftheodtheof the 18001800

period more than thirty men and women were interviewed up to
1818606 0 and they said nothing of a counterfeiter or of cowdery 6961

existing records of williamofwilliam cowderycowderysCowderyss stay in wells offer no indication
thathat he was involved in the wood scrape winchell was warned out of
middletown and the woods were pressured to leave seeing the slow
moving finger ofscornof scorn pointed towards them from all their neighbors and
fearing moreover that the heavy hand of the law would fall on them for
their misdeeds 7010 meanwhile cowdery remained in wells and appears to
have been a respected citizen both before and after the wood scrape in
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1803 a year after the wood scrape he was named as a surveyor of highwaysofhighways

a position he had held in the previous decade
after leaving wells william moved to middletown the last place one

would expect a disgraced rodsman to go especially with huge mounds of
dirt throughout the area serving as conspicuous reminders of winchellsWinchells
money digging fiasco and in contrast to nathaniel woods excommuni-
cation from the middletown congregational church william was married
to middletown resident keziah austin in the same church by congrega-
tional minister henry bigelow whom frisbie called truly orthodox and
firm in his religious sentiments 117171 nor can william and keziahskeziaesKeziahs move to
new york be taken as an attempt to flee middletown because they re-
turned three years later and remained in middletown for another four years

2 As quinn himself has noted the historical record is silent about
how or when oliver cowdery obtained the divining rod he was already
using for revelation before april 1829 13721172717272 in fact a revelation given to
joseph smith within weeks of olivers arrival in pennsylvania in april
1829 offers all that is known on this subject now this is not all for you
have another gift which is the gift of workingofworking with the rod behold it has
told you things behold there is no other power save god that can cause
this rod of nature to work in your hands 73 according to anderson no
known source tells whether oliver did money digging before becoming
the book of mormon scribe 117174 in fact anderson argues that the rod had
many uses in addition to locating hidden treasure even during the wood
scrape divinersdividersdiviners used the rod to seek spiritual answers of all kinds
including healings and answers to prayers 7571 whether winchell s money
digging activities almost thirty years earlier had anything to do with oli-
vers use of the rod is unknown perhaps as bushman has suggested
oliver employed the rod to locate water and minerals like many of his
new england contemporaries 76

3 the connection of the smith family to the wood scrape appears
even more tenuous since joseph sr s well documented history does not
include a move to poultney vermont since frisbie asserted based on an
unidentified source who offered no specific details that joseph sr lived in
poultney and participated in the wood scrape and since a joseph smith is

listed in the 18001800 census for poultney quinn speculates that joseph sr
c may have visited poultney or middletown while the wood movement was
developing from the spring of 18001800 to january 1802 3177117777 vermont civic and
religious records however place joseph sr across the state in tunbridge in
1798 birth ofalvinogalvinofAlvin in february 18001800 birth ofofhyrumhyrum and in may 1803

birth of Sophronia 778 the name of a joseph smith is also listed in the 18001800

tunbridge census 79 but since the listing does not accurately describe the
family of the prophet s father quinn counters that the poultney joseph
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smith listing seems just as likely a record of joseph smith sr but as dan
vogel has perceptively observed lucy mack smith offers a solution to this
conundrum when she stated that the family relocated temporarily to ran-
dolf vermont about ten miles northwest of tunbridge after hyrum s

birth 80 the family could have been in transit when the census was taken
which would account for their not being listed furthermore in her entire
history which is full of names and dates lucy never mentions rutland
county or poultney finally poultney records clearly indicate that the
joseph smith listed in the 18001800 census had been a longtime resident
A joseph smith is included in the tax rolls for 179217921793179417951793 1794 1795 1797

and 1798 the last year such records are available 8811 thus quinn s allega-
tion that joseph sr participated in the wood scrape runs counter to several
historical documents and rests entirely on a speculation that suffers from a
want of satisfactory evidence in the words ofofbarnesbarnes frisbie 8281

4 additionally joseph sr cannot be linked with winchell in new
york three years after the smith family moved to palmyra new york the
palmyra register noted that the post office was holding an unclaimed letter
for justus winchel A similar notice appeared in the wayne sentinel al-
most five years later july 71824 relying on these notices and on fris
bies claim of a smith winchell connection in new york a claim for which
frisbie offers neither documents nor witnesses quinn concludes that
winchell followed joseph sr from vermont to new york and that win-

chell was likely one of two occult mentors to the smithssmiths8333831183038383 but quinns as-

sertion fails three fundamental tests first there is no evidence that
winchell lived in the palmyra area two unclaimed letters over a five year
period do not prove residence and may point to the very opposite and as
quinn notes Winchwinchellswinchelfsellseliseils whereabouts at the time of the 1820 census are
unknown 8414 second a case has not been made that the justus winchel
named in the newspaper notices is the same justus winchell who was
warned out of vermont in 1802 winchellsWinchells son justus jr lived within
twenty miles of palmyra from 1817 to 1820 and a german born justus
winchell no known relation moved to within twentyfivetwenty five miles of pal-

myra sometime after 1820 quinn can place the justus winchell no closer
than wayne new york twenty one miles from palmyra where he died
in 1823 85 third nothing links winchell with new york money digging
activities it is particularly telling that the manifold affidavits collected by
the likes ofofphilastusphilastusphilistusPhilastus hurlbut chester C thorne and arthur B deming
all of whom attempted to link the smiths with shady occult practices
money digging and fraud the very accusations made against winchell in
Vernivernlvermontont say nothing about anyone named winchell 86

nor can william cowdery be linked with winchell in new york this
is a crucial point because quinn relies heavily on frisbie who insists that
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winchell smith and cowdery were in the wood scrape in vermont and
were reunited in palmyra 887 but according to quinn winchellsWinchells alleged
palmyra visit or residence does not begin until 1819 and ends with his death
in 1823 and william and oliver cowdery were clearly in vermont during
this period as shown previously thus the winchell cowdery new york
claim falls flat in the face of the documentary evidence

the primary historical documents fail to support frisbiesFrisbies and
quinns winchell smith cowdery allegations historian david M lud-
lum states the case succinctly the strands of connection between the
wood scrape and the palmyra outcroppingsoutcroppings are too tenuous to withstand
historical criticism 88

view of the hebrews

ethan smith 1762 1849 no relation to joseph was a prominent new
england minister who published a number of sermons and books from
1821 to 1826 he served as minister of the poultney vermont congrega-
tional church and during that period published his best known work
view oftheodtheof the hebrews this book combines scriptural citations and reports
from various observers among american indians and jews to support the
claim that the indians were the descendants of the lost ten tribes of
israel 8919 by the early twentieth century and down to the i98os198os suggestions
of a relationship between view of the hebrews and the book of mormon
were made by several authors 90

proponents of this theory have pointed out that the william cowdery
family lived in poultney when view of the hebrews was published and
some have claimed an ethan smith cowdery association book of mor-
mon enthusiast thomas stuart ferguson concluded for instance that the
cowdery family had a close tie with ethan smith 91 the most intensive
examination of the possible ethan smith cowdery association appears in
david persuittesPersuittes joseph smith and the origins ortheof the book ofofmormonmormon pub-
lished in 1985 persuitte calls attention to a briefnotebrief note in the records ofbapof bap-
tisms for the congregational church in poultney

1818

august 2 mr cowdry s children viz rebecka maria lucy and phebe92

noting the connection of the cowdery family to the poultney congrega-
tional church that ethan smith would preside over three years later per-

suitte claims it is reasonable to expect then that oliver cowdery
eventually became acquainted firsthand with ethan smithsmith9393 however
persuitte makes two mistaken assumptions in reaching this conclusion
first he assumes the cowderysCowderys moved to poultney soon after william and
keziah s marriage94marriage994 an understandable assumption given lucy cowdery
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young s letter and second that the cowderysCowderys had a longstandinglong standing associ-
ation with the poultney congregational church

to support this second assumption persuitte refers to two church
records an 18101810 vote to give mrs keziah cowdry a letter of recom-
mendationmen dation 95 and the 1818 baptismal record mentioned above persuitte
reasons that since the cowderysCowderys associated with the poultney congrega-
tional church from 18101810 to 1818 they probably continued in the church
until 1825 As shown however the family resided in either middletown
vermont or williamson new york from 180918og to 1817 or 1818 and was
therefore not at all likely to form a close association with the poultney
church during this period

convinced that he has established an oliver cowdery ethan smith
connection persuitte quickly attempts to link ethan smiths ideas to the
origin of the book of mormon

since pastor smith wrote his book to convince his fellow americans of
the religious importance of his ideas about the american indians we can
speculate that he also used his pulpit to expound on them in the congrega-
tion oliver cowdery might thus have heard and been deeply impressed
and there was a reasonable period of time in which oliver cowdery could

have supplied joseph with a copy of view ortheof the hebrews though joseph
later claimed that he did not meet oliver until the spring of 1829 he might
have said that to preclude any appearance of collusion it is also possible that
some other individuals were involved in the collaboration and that oliver
worked with them first and not directly with joseph until later 96

in the face of such speculative musing which is void of documenta-
tion a close look at the historical records proves highly instructive

william and keziahskeziaesKeziahs three daughters rebecca marie lucy pearce

and phoebe were all baptized on the same day at the ages of seven
four and one raising questions of how often the family attended
church services williams orthodox parents by contrast had him
baptized when he was one month old 97

keziahsKeziahs known contact with the poultney congregational church in
1803i8o39898 when she joined 18101810 and 1818 all occurred with the same
pastor in office the reverend mr leonard a popular minister who
served from 1803 to 1821 99 there is no record of her having contact
with any other poultney minister
keziah lived in poultney during the 179oslyposlapos but was a resident of
middletown in 18001800 and also in 18101810 when she married william
cowdery 100 she did not return to poultney until 1817 or 1818 it is

therefore likely that the may 26181026 1810 letter of recommendation was
obtained possibly from poultney church members who had known
her years earlier in relation to the move to new york which took
place in the summer of18loof 1810 101
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although keziah was a member of the poultney congregational
church and her three daughters were baptized no other pearce aus-
tin or cowdery family members are mentioned in church records 102

the baptismal entry in 1818 is the last record of cowdery association
with the poultney congregational church and no document has been
found linking ethan smith to any member of the cowdery family
even persuitte acknowledges that olivers three half sisters were bap-
tized three years before smith became pastor 103

no document has been found linking oliver cowdery to the congre-
gationalgational church or the writings of ethan smith lo10104

all ofthisorthisof this does not prove that the cowderysCowderys did not know ethan smith
or that oliver cowdery was not aware of view ortheof the hebrews what it does
suggest however is that the theory of an ethan smith cowdery associa-
tion is not supported by the documents and that it is unknown whether
oliver knew of or read view oftheodtheof the hebrews oliver s possible acquaintance
with ethan smith is further diminished by his likely residence in wells
from 1820 to 1822 as discussed earlier

nevertheless some historians have continued to speculate that oliver
may have somehow obtained a copy of view ortheof the hebrews in poultney and
given it to joseph smith sometime before 1827 when joseph reported
obtaining the gold plates persuitte for example launches into a lengthy
scenario according to which oliver meets with ethan smith and is allowed
free access to his library when oliver leaves vermont in 1825 he takes with
him the enlarged edition of view odtheoftheof the hebrews as well as a romance writ-
ten by ethan smith although no record exists ofthisorthisof this volume soon oliver
meets with joseph and the two get the idea of using ethan smithssmitis
romance as the basis of a history of ancient america that they can sell for
profit 105 they incorporate material from view ortheof the hebrews as well per-

suitte omits specific dates and locations from his josepholiverJosephOliver conspiracy
which he admits is purely speculative 106 still in a book that gives the ap-
pearancepearance of treatingoftreating historical matters seriously taking such creative license
seems out of place

in a more recent and more surprising attempt to link joseph smith
with view ortheof the hebrews through oliver cowdery richard S van wagoner
offers another amazing series of speculations his springboard is an 1830

editorial in the ashtabula ohio journal which states for we had known
cowdry some seven or 8 years ago when he was a dabbler in the art of
printing and principally occupiedp in writing and printing pamphlets with
which as a pedestrian ppedlaredlarediar he visited the towns and villages of western
N york and canada 10701
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van wagoner first suggests that young oliver cowdery may have been
employed by smith & shute the poultney firm that printed view of the

hebrews next he conjectures that oliver was a traveling agent for smith
& shute and that oliver had copies oftheodtheof the 1823 edition ofview oftheodtheof the hebrews
in his knapsack when he visited his relatives the smiths this in van wag-
oner s estimation explains how joseph in the autumn of 1823 began telling
his family interesting details about the ancient inhabitants of america 108

while persuitte s scenario of joseph receiving view of the hebrews offers
no dates locations or documents van wagoner includes four specific de-
tails that do not withstand scrutiny

1 the ashtabula journal s identification of oliver as a pedestrian ped-
lar could be a case of mistakenofmistaken identity As scott faulring has noted ben-
jamin franklin cowdery was an older relative of oliver who went through
repeated hard luck in printing ventures in western new york before 1830

he had published eight newspapers and about this time others in the trade
felt him for the log10901evidently poorly qualified to speak printers

2 oliver cowdery himself indicated he did not learn the printing
trade until 1829 in december of that year he was assisting with the print-
ing oftheodtheof the book ofmormonofmormon and wrote to joseph smith it may look rather

find that I1 have become 0iloiio110O in additionstrange to you to so soon a printer
a nineteenth century history of poultney mentions several people associ-
ated with printing in poultney including horace greeley who began work
as a northern spectator apprentice in 1826 but does not mention oliver 111ililii11

3 oliver cowdery was only sixteen when the supposed 1823 smith &

shute employment and trip to western new york would have been neces-
sary however there isis no recordrecord of oliver being in new york between
1815 and 1824 had he gone to western new york in 1823 he most likely
would have visited his older brother warren who had been practicing
medicine in the area for at least six years in his apothecary ledger war-
ren noted the names of dyer erastus and sally cowdery but there is no
mention of oliver nor is a boy oliver s age listed in the 1820 census rec-
ord for warren cowdery 11212

4 there is no evidence that oliver met the smiths before 1828 or that
he then knew they were related oliver cowdery was a third cousin to lucy
mack smith similarly lucy says the joseph sr family met oliver for the
first time in 1828 and does not mention any awareness of their distant fam-
ily connection 11313

like other attempts to establish an ethan smith oliver cowdery
joseph smith connection van wagoner s version lacks support from pri-
mary documents
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conclusion

in the cold spring of 1829 when samuel smith and oliver cowdery set
out on a 130 milemlle journey from palmyra new york to visit the prophet in
harmony pennsylvania traveling through miserable weather raining
freezing and thawing alternately which had rendered the roads almost
impassable 11414 oliver was only twenty two years old contrary to well
known theories regarding the wood scrape and view of the hebrews his
family history offered no evidence of preparation for the establishment of
a new religion and while his family s history is well documented his per-
sonal life seemed ordinary with his birth record as the only primary ver-
mont document mentioning him by name all of that was about to change
he faced an extraordinary future full of days never to be forgotten 115
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the Mamayflowerflower palmer mass C B fiske 19081908 199 grace E pember wood A history
of the town of wells vermont wells vt by the author 1955 87

5 three biographies of oliver cowdery have been published stanley R gunn
oliver cowdery second elder and scribe salt lake city bookcraft 1962 phillip R
legg oliver cowdery the elusive second elder of the restoration independence mo
herald publishing house 1989 and joseph hyrum greenhalgh oliver cowdery the
man outstanding apnp 196419641 in addition andrew jenson published a key biographi-
cal essay of oliver cowdery in latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compila-
tion of ofbiographicalbiographical sketches ofprominentof prominent men and women in the church offesusof jesus christ
oftatterof latter dayfay saints 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history 1901 36 1246 51

none of these publications refers to original vermont documents and none mentions
the cowdery familysfamilys stay in middletown

6 all wells documents except the census report are from the wells town record
an unpublished document located in the wells vermont town clerks office much of
the wells record is available at the LDS family history library in salt lake city rus-
sell R rich conducted on site research in wells in 1974 and discovered several refer-
ences to william cowdery in the vermont records for this period william cowdery s

name is variously spelled cowdry cowdrey and cowdre
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7 mormon historians have generally accepted mehlingsbehlingsMehlings claim that warren was
born in poultney vermont mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 170

however the wells town record states that warren was born in wells wells town
record record of births 146 while another section of the wells record clouds the pic-
ture by stating warren was born in reding probably referring to reading vermont
the secondary sources state he was born in wells see wells town record record of
births 229 30

8 wells town record list of the free men in wells september 1789105
9 wells town record record of births 229 30

io10 wells town record land records april 12 1791 238 april 20 1791 236

april 221791 224 november 221792 414 february 281793 423

ii11 wells town record minutes of town meeting february 202017920921292292
12 wells town record record of ear marks for livestock july 1793102
13 wells town record record ofbirthsof births 150 51

14 wells town record record of births 152 53

15 wells town record affidavit frofromgrom william cowdery december 191917971591797159
16 wells town record record of births 154 55

17 bureau of the census population schedules of the second census of the
united states 18001800 wells vermont prepared by the national archives and records
service washington DC 19601960 264

18 wells totowntonn record record of births 156 57

ig19 wells town record minutes of town meeting march 1803 185 appar-
ently william cowdery was also elected tithingman in wells on one or two occasions
thanks to richard L anderson for this information

20 wells town record record of births 158 59

21 wells totown record record of births 158 59
22 wells town record land records january 8 1807 99 january 9 1807

376 77 december 242418071807 72 december 242418071807 441 november 9 1808 16

23 paul and parks history of wells 81 fuller some descendants ofofedwardedwardesward ful-
ler 199

24 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 95

25 the original marriage record for william cowdery and keziah pearce austin
was found in the middletown springs town clerks office by deborah morris in august
1998 it is also available on microfilm at the LDS family history library see middletown
springs vt town record births marriages and deaths vol 234 march 18181018 i8ioibio

26 carl A curtis cowdery genealogical material 1970 i1 special collections
and manuscripts harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah here-
after cited as BYU special collections curtis was the son of caroline eleanor cowdery
curtis the daughter of warren A cowdery and niece of oliver cowdery

27 bureau of the census population schedules of the third census of the
united states 1810 ontario new york prepared by the national archives and
records service washington DC 1958 786 richard L anderson informed me that
william cowdery was included in this census

28 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 186

29 curtis cowdery genealogical material i1
30 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowcowdraysraydray genealogy 187

31 middletown springs land records 1814 21 391 this record indicates that
william cowdery lived in middletown in 1815 and sold thirty acres of land situated in
the northern part of middletown to moses copeland

32 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 188
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33 historical and genealogical material poultney vermont part I1 historical
1052 typescript poultney town clerk s office poultney vermont

34 bureau of the census population schedules of the fourth census of the
united states 1820 poultney vermont prepared by the national archives and
records service washington DC 1959 250

35 wood history ortheof the town ofofweilsfellswellsweilswelis 29
36 wood history ortheof the town ofoffellsweilswellswelisweils 7 8

37 wood history oftheodtheof the town ofoffellswellsweilswelis 8

38 karl P stofko vital statistics records from the records of the first church of
christ congregational in east haddam connecticut 1704 1850 37 second congrega-
tional church and ecclesiastical society east haddam connecticut church records
173319311733 1931 22

39 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 79

40 for the death of rebecca see paul and parks history of wells 81 scott H
faulring has concluded that oliver cowdery was suffering from chronic pulmonary
tuberculosis when he died see scott H faulring the return of oliver cowdery
FARMS preliminary report provo utah FARMS 1997 4040 n 99 forthcoming in
stephen D ricks donald W parry and andrew H hedges eds the disciple as wit-
ness essays on latter day saint history and doctrine in honor ofrichardof rechardrichard lloyd ander-
son provo utah FARMS 20001722000 172 n 106106log

41 elmer J culp early vermont roots of mormonism 1980 5 photocopy in
BYU special collections in a talk given to the pawlett historical society on february 6

19801980 culp argued that there is evidence that oliver went to live with them the glass
family 5 but he does not say what that evidence is

42 bureau of the census population schedules of the third census of the
united states 18101810 wells vermont prepared by the national archives and records
service washington DC 19601960 26 bureau of the census population schedules of
the third census of the united states 18101810 ontario new york 786

43 keziah pearce was born in canaan litchfield county connecticut on july i1
1773 mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 95 96 her father phineas
pearce moved to poultney vermont soon after the surrender of burgoyne joseph
joslin barnes frisbie and frederick ruggles A history of the town of ofpoultneypoultney ver-
mont poultney vt journal printing office 1875 319 the phineas pearce family
spelled pierce is listed in the 1790 US census for poultney bureau of the census
population schedules of the first census of the united states 1790 poultney ver-

mont prepared by the national archives and records service washington DC
196519651 245.245 keziah married harrington austin sometime in the 1790s they lived in
poultney for a time but by the time of the 18001800 census they were residents of middle
town with harrington listed in the 18001800 middletown census as horrington for the
birth of silas austin son of harrington and keziah see helen mcgauphymcgaughyMcGauphy and pauline
austin professional researcher files correspondence in possession of the author
edith austin moore unplaced austin records 3 vols apnp by the author 3149 har-
rington died between 18001800 and 1810 the marriage record lists keziah as a resident of
middletown so it is possible that she resided in middletown from 18001800 to 18101810

44 charles T morrissey vermont a bicentennial history new york W W nor-
ton 1981 log109 according to cowdery tradition the family left middletown in the sum-
mer of 18101810 returned in 1813 or 1814 traveling by ox team see curtis cowdery
genealogical material

45 fuller some descendants ofedwardof edward fuller 199 margaret R jenks wells ceme-
tery inscriptions rutland county vermont kirkland wash by the author 19801980 19



126 BYU studies

46 see lucy mack smith biographical sketches of ofjosephjoseph smith the prophet and
his progenitors for many generations london published for orson pratt by S W
richards 1853 59 66 bushman beginnings of mormonism 32 leroy S wirthlin
nathan smith 1762 1828 surgical consultant to joseph smith BYU studies 17

spring 1977 319 37 charles T morrissey discusses an 1813 epidemic of spotted fever
or cerebrospinal meningitis see morrissey vermont 109log

47 according to richard L bushman the cold weather during the summer of 1816

is generally attributed to the volcanic explosion of tamboracambora on sumbawarumbawa in 1815

which blew fifteen cubic kilometers of volcanic ash see bushman beginnings ofmorodmorof mor-
monism 200200 for more about the poverty year of 1816 see smith biographical
sketches 66 paul and parks history ofoffellswellsweilswelis 2020 morrissey vermont 109log n 99

48 on warrens marriage see mehling cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy 170

49 stephen cowdery s whereabouts during this period are unknown he is not
mentioned in warrens records nor is he included in the 1820 census for either william
or warren see curtis cowdery genealogical material warren cowdery ledger i1

5050 leonard J arrington oliver cowdery s kirtland ohio sketch book BYU

studies 124 1972 414 silas austin was born in poultney in 1799 to harrington austin
and keziah pearce he married emily buckland in licking county ohio in 1819 and
spent most of his life there he worked as a blacksmith and served in the mexican
american war he and emily had four children emily died in 1875 and silas in 1886

they are buried in harrison licking county ohio see helen mcgauphymcgaughyMcGauphy and pauline
austin professional researcher files licking county history and court records
newark ohio moore unplaced austin records 3149

51 members the congregational church poultney vermont 01782 to 1898
copied from mr edward C ripley s papers typescript 1067 poultney town clerks
office poultney vermont

52 paul and parks history of wells 79
53 bushman beginnings ofmormonismof mormonism 21

54 in 1826 lyman stevens of wells was authorized by the overseers of the poor
to assist arunah glass but arunah was to pay his own doctors bill indicating the fam-
ily suffered health problems that compounded their financial difficulties

55 bureau of the census population schedules of the fourth census of the
united states 1820 wells vermont prepared by the national archives and records
service washington DC 1959 259

56 wells town record land records 380380 for 1823 see land records 383 there
is no district record for 1824 and arunah is not listed in the record for 1825 but for 1826

and 1827 two students are listed with the glass household this could not have been
oliver because he was over eighteen and also because he was apparently in new york
at the time see wells town record land records 604 651 arunah glass reportedly
lived in wells until 1855 when he moved to illinois dying there in 1860 at the age of 64
see wood history ortheof the town ofofwelisfellsweilswellsweilswelis 55

57 wood history oftheodtheof the town ofw0115of wells 20 21

58 young to young march 7718871887

59 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 47
6060 frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown 54 frisbie gives the year as 18011801 but as dan

vogel argues the year 18011801 is probably an error since the earliest account oftheodtheof the wood
movement cites the date as january 14 1802 vermont american may 7 1828 see
vogel early mormon documents 16091609 n 15

61 frisbie history of middletown 62 frisbie adds though that the fact that
joseph sr was a rodsmanrods man under the tuition of this counterfeiter after he went to
palmyra has been proven to my satisfaction at least 62
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62 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 62

63 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 46 47
64 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 42 63

65 quinn magic world view 37
66 quinn magic world view 318

67 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 62

68 paul and parks history ofofneilsfellsneliswells 81 82

69 anderson mature joseph smith 522

70 the rodsmenrodsmanRodsmen vermont american
71 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 93

72 quinn magic world view 38

73 book of commandments 73 the book of commandments is a collection of
the prophet joseph smiths early revelations published in 1833 these revelations were
incorporated in the doctrine and covenants in 1835 the verse concerning oliver and
the rod now reads now this is not all thy gift for you have another gift which is the
gift ofaaronofaaron behold it has told you many things behold there is no other power save
the power of god that can cause this gift ofaaron to be with you dacd&c 86 7

74 anderson mature joseph smith 528

75 anderson mature joseph smith 52454 25

76 bushman joseph smith and the beginnings ofmormonismof Mormonism 98

77 quinn magic world view 12525

78 vogel early mormon documents 1635 638

79 vogel early mormon documents 1639
8080 lucy smith preliminary manuscript 1845 25 LDS church archives in her

published work lucy dates the move to randolf in 1802 however the published
account offers no support for a temporary residence in poultney because lucysbucys ac
count has the family renting the tunbridge farm and moving directly from there to
randolf see smith biographical sketches 45

81 historical and genealogical material 165 84
82 quinn fails to account for the obvious anti mormon bias of frisbie who at one

point refers to this monster mormonism frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 64 which
makes his theories about mormon origins suspect quinn also fails to explore the impliimpei
cationscanions of his own claim that in 18001800 joseph smith was the most common name in
america magic world view 125 the 18001800 census lists eleven joseph smiths in ver-
mont and well over a hundred combined total in vermont new hampshire massachu-
setts and new york according to vogel none oftheseof these census records is an exact match
for the makeup oftheodtheof the joseph sr family see vogel early mormon documents 1640 this
makes locating the family solely on the basis of census records impossible

83 quinn magic world viewvie 125132
84 quinn magic world viewvi 124 26

85 quinn magic world view 126 27
86 quinn attempts unsuccessfully to link winchell with luman walters named

by pomeroy tucker as a money digging associate offofosephjosephoffoseph smith stating that the fam-
ily ofofphilastusphilastusphilistusPhilastus hurlbut may have been related to the family of waltersofwalterswaiters and that hurl-
but may have been related to winchell quinn suddenly invents the phrase
walterswaiters winchellwinchellelieil as if the two are interchangeable see quinn magic world view

122 23 italics added however he offers no documents associating the two men nor
does he acknowledge that even if hurlbut was related to both of them which itself is

purely speculative it would not necessarily mean they were related to each other
quinn does not consider the possibility that frisbie confused winchell with walters
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persuitte suggests that it seems to be a reasonable conclusion that walters was
WingatewingatewinchellwingatewmchellWinchell origins of the book of mormon 238 for information on the
affidavits collected by hurlbut thorne and deming see vogel early mormon docu-
ments 2132 13 7777167167 8181185185 214

87 frisbie history ofmiddletownof Middletown 61 62
88 david M ludlum social ferment inin vermont 1791 8501850 new york colum-

bia university press 1939 new york AMS 1966 242 cited inin quinn magic world
view 386

89 richard C roberts view oftheodtheof the hebrews inin encyclopedia ofofmormonismofmormomsmMormonism ed
daniel H ludlowludlow4vols4 volsvois new york macmillan 1992 41509

go90 see note 3 above
91 thomas stuart ferguson to ron barney january lo101019831983 cited inin stan larson

the odyssey of thomas stuart ferguson dialogue 23 spring 1990 83

92 historical and genealogical material poultney 1052

93 persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 8

94 persuitte origins ortheof the book ofmormonof mormon 235 persuitte correctly notes that the
cowderysCowderys lived inin middletown before moving to poultney but mistakenly believes
the family arrived inin poultney inin 18101810 brigham madsen makes a much more seriousserious
error when he writes that oliver cowdery had lived inin poultney for twenty two years
until 1825 roberts studies of the book ofmormonof mormon 27 this calculation missesmisses oliv-
er s birth date by three years he was born inin 18061806 not 1803 and has oliver inin poultney
fifteen years longer than he actually was

95 persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 270 persuitte reports that inin 1977977 he
took photos of poultney congregational church records and that they included infor-
mation about the letter of recommendation and also state that william and keziahsKeziahs
three daughters were baptized inm 1818 on the faith of the mother origins of the book
ofmormonof mormon 27027077 persuitte obtained these records from the poultney historical sociboci
ety but reports that they were stolen inin the winter of that year I1 could not find them
when I1 searched the historical society s holdings and the town clerks office inin 1999

96 persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 8 57

97 records oftheodtheof the first church ofchristof christ congregational inin easteasthaddamhaddam 37
98 members the congregational church 10671067

99 joslin frisbie and ruggles history oftheodtheof the town of poultneyofpoultney 104
100loo bureau of the census population schedules of the second census of the

united states 18001800 middletown vermont prepared by the national archives and
records service washington DCD C 1960 nollolio marriage record for william cowdery
and keziah austin march 181810181810 middletown town record births marriages and
deaths 2 34

lol101101iolloi curtis cowdery genealogical material i1
io102 members the congregational church 10651065 7171

103 persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 8

104 emily A ross to william powell april 22 1976 LDS church archives
asked to research whether oliver cowdery was a member of ethan smiths congre-
gation poultney resident emily ross was unable to locate any connection inin the doc-
umentaryumen tary record

105 persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 254
106log persuitte origins oftheodtheof the book ofmormonof mormon 254 the original manuscript of the

book of mormon offers strong evidence that oliver acted simply as scribe not co
author see royal skousen translating the book of mormon evidence from the
original manuscript inin noel B reynolds ed book ofmormonof mormon authorship revisited
the evidenceforevidence for ancient origins provo utah FARMS 1997 661 93
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107 cleveland herald november 252518301830 clipping in milton V backman jrfr and
others comps contemporary accounts of the latter day saints and their leaders
appearing in early ohio newspapers 2 vols vol 2 BYU special collections

108 van wagoner sidney rigdon 465 66 apparently following brigham mad
sens lead van wagoner erroneously claims oliver cowdery resided in poultney from
1803 to 1825 of course oliver was not actually born until 18061806 since van wagoner is

discussing the possibility that oliver was a traveling agent for smith & shute this three
year mistake is crucial it seems unlikely for oliver to have had such a job at age sixteen
his actual age in 1823

109log scott H faulring to larry E morris october 292919981998 the information on
benjamin franklin cowdery comes from milton W hamilton the country printer
new york state 1785 1830 zd2dad ed port washington NY ira Jf friedman 1964
265 66 929

lionoiloiio oliver cowdery to joseph smith december 28 1829 joseph smith letter
book 15 microfilm joseph smith papers LDS church archives

ill111lillii joslinfoslin frisbie and ruggles history oftheodtheof the town of ofpoultneypoultney 89 94
112 curtis cowdery genealogical material warren cowdery ledger 2 bureau

oftheodtheof the census population schedules oftheodtheof the fourth census oftheodtheof the united states 1820

leroy new york prepared by the national archives and records service washing-
ton DCdc19591501959150

113 smith biographical sketches 128

114 smith biographical sketches 130

115 oliver cowdery to W W phelps september 7718341834 letter 1I messenger
and advocate i october 1834 14
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wilford woodruff and zions camp
baptism by fire and the spiritual
confirmation of a future prophet
thomas G alexander

during his youth in connecticut wilford woodruff who in 1889 be
came the fourth president of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints turned his feet to the path that led to religious conversion 1 his
journey eventually led to his baptism into the mormon church in 1833 the
following year he accepted a call to march with zions camp wilford wood-
ruff was rebaptized by the fires of that experience confirming his faith in
jesus christ and causing him to devote the remainder of his life to the re-
stored gospel

the woodruff familysFamilys search for a religion

descendants of some of the oldest settlers of farmington connecticonnetti
cuts northern quarter then called northington and later organized as the
town ofavonofavon wilford s relatives were among the community s most promi-
nent citizens his grandfather eldad his father aphekaphea and his uncles
ozem and eldad jr owned property and businesses at times they held
responsible offices such as tithingmentithingmantithingmen tax collectors agents to collect the
ministers salary and firewood and overseers prudential committee mem-
bers and committeemen for the local schools

in addition to serving as community leaders they were prominent
congregational laymen until 1818 congregationalism remained con
necticuts established church and unless citizens could prove membership
in another christian church they had to pay taxes to support the estab-
lished ministry still by 1815 as the war of 1812 drew to an end the state
had become a hotbed of religious change 2

after the war and as disestablishment neared members of the wood-
ruff family moved in different religious directions aphekaphea who suffered
business and personal financial reverses at the end of the war investigated
the baptists for a time but by 18301830 he had rejected christianity as he then
knew it however he eventually converted to mormonism eldad jr re-
mained within the congregationalist fold while ozem helped to organize
the northington baptist congregation ozem too eventually converted to
mormonism though he never gathered with the saints in the west as his
brother aphekaphea did

byustudies39byustudiesBYU Studies 39 nonolnoii 220020002000 131
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despite his schooling at farmington academy at the feet of the rev-
erend noah porter a congregational minister 3 wilford let his commit-
ment to congregationalism die instead of following his fathers course
into irreligion or ozem s into the baptist church he became a seeker he
and several other family members and friends studied the bible and tried
to live by its teachings while searching for authentic biblical christianity
the primitive church

during his search woodruff and his older brother azmon came under
the influence of an unorthodox episcopalian named robert mason A resi-
dent ofsimsbury the town adjoining avon to the north mason had gained
a local reputation as a prophet the older man influenced the young and
impressionable woodruff boys by relating to them a vision he had experi-
enced in about 18001800 the vision had convinced mason that he would never
find christs church and kingdom before his death but he prophesied that
wilford would

by 1833 wilford and azmon had purchased a farm near richland new
york a town near lake ontario about forty miles north of syracuse in late
december 1833 mormon missionaries zerah pulsipher and elijah cheney
began proselyting in richland the message they brought the priesthood
healings they performed and other charismatic gifts they manifested led
wilford and azmon to believe that they preached the restored gospel of
jesus christ on december 311833 pulsipher baptized them

in early january 1834 pulsipher organized a branch of the LDS church
in richland he ordained azmon and noah holton a former freewill bap-
tist minister as elders and wilford as a teacher 4 for a time wilford azmon
and other converts helped the missionaries spread the gospel throughout
the richland area

although the two brothers both converted to mormonism the diver-
gent responses of wilford and azmon to a series of events that began in
early 1834 led them to move in separate directions wilford accepted the
call to march in the expedition to relieve the beleagueredbeleaguerbeleaguerered saints in mis-
souri and his faith was strengthened by that experience azmon who re-
jected the call remained on the farm in new york withdrew from the
church and chastised wilford for his errant ways although several de-
cades later azmon rejoined the saints and moved to salt lake city where
he lived until his death he would never play the central role in mormonism
that his younger brother did

the call to zions camp

the call that changed wilfordswilfordeWilfords life came in april 1834 from parley P
pratt an early convert to the church and former disciples ofchrist camp-
bellite minister after woodruff accepted this call everything else in his
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life became secondary just as his conversion had led him to a new reli-
gious life the experiences that followed the call from pratt confirmed his
spiritual rebirth while it stripped away the trappings of his previous tem-
poral life in the most profound sense wilford experienced an altered
insight as he adopted a new mission

the saints in missouri the background for wilfordswilfordeWilfords call lay three
and one half years earlier in western missouri in august 1831 joseph
smith and a group of mormon converts originally from colesvilleColesville new
york met near independence jackson county missouri to lay the foun-
dation for an american zion the new jerusalem joseph designated jack
son county as a place of refuge the holy place where church members
could escape the abomination of desolationofdesolation and the tribulation prophe-
sied in matthew chapter 24 to precede jesus christs second coming 5 in
jackson county joseph called the saints to live together as a covenant
community in a religious order called the law of consecration and steward
ship or the united order of enoch he also instructed them to build a

temple where they could perform sacred rites 6

between 1831 and 1833 the mormon community in jackson county
grew to about twelve hundred people 7 under the united order members
purchased and consecrated real and personal property to the church some
of whichofwhich they received back as inheritances they accounted for these in-
heritancesheritances to bishop edward partridge a massachusetts native former
campbellite and successful businessman who manufactured hats in
painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio at the time the latter day saint missionaries contacted
him 8 joseph s revelations directed members to return their surplus prop-
erty to partridge at the end of each year in return he was to endow inheri-
tances for poor saints the church also began publishing a newspaper
under the editorship of william W phelps a native of new hampshire
who had engaged in local politics in new york and had edited a newspaper

As the surge of mormon converts swelled the jackson county ppopula-
tion non mormon settlers became increasingly distressed the three
thousand people who lived in jackson county before the mormonscormons arrived
had built a thriving frontier community generally from the south and by
culture protestants or rough frontiersmen these old settlers rejected as

fanaticism or knavery the charismatic gifts and prophecy that had attracted
the woodruffbrothers and others to the latter day saints protestants who
believed in a closed canon of scripture condemned as blasphemous the
mormon claim to divine revelation many noted the absence of slaves

among the northern born mormonscormons and denounced the impoverished
saints whom they called the very dregs of that society from which they
came lazy idle and vicious 9
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the saints defended their unorthodox beliefs and practices and their
communitarian lifestyle while admitting their relative poverty they traded
with one another acquired inheritances and practiced their new and un-
popular restorationist religion far from apologizing the saints claimed
that their relative poverty and communitarian religious lives merely pro-
vided further evidence of the restoration of new testament christianity 10

at a mass meeting on july 202018331833 the old settlers of jackson county
appointed a committee that presented a list of demands to the mormonscormonsMormons
insisting that the saints sell their property and leave the area they ordered
the mormonscormons to stop publishing their newspaper and to dismantle their
other business enterprises 11

after the mormonscormons rejected the demands the old settlers organized
into mobs trashing and demolishing phelpssPhelpphelphsss newspaper office they
destroyed the merchandise in a store owned by algernon sidney gilbert a
kirtland businessman and they tarred and feathered bishop partridge and
charles alienallenailen from july to november in acts of ethnic cleansing violent
mobs forced the mormonscormons from their homes farms and businesses and
compelled them to flee north across the missouri river into clay county 12

for information on conditions in missouri joseph smith and other
church leaders living in kirtland ohio more than nine hundred miles
east of independence relied on infrequent correspondence sketchy or in-
accurate newspaper accounts and delayed reports from travelers 13 trust-
ing reports from john corrill who was then serving as a counselor to
bishop partridge joseph smith concluded that missouri governor daniel
dunklin would help them recover their property whether dunklin ever
intended to supply such help is unclear but information provided by cor-
rill and missionaries such as parley pratt and lyman wight led church
leaders to believe that the expelled mormonscormons could return to jackson
county and reclaim their inheritances if the kirtland saints could send a
force large enough to protect them 14

recruitment for zions camp on february 241834 at a meeting of
the high council in kirtland called to consider the crisis in missouri joseph
smith received a revelation that laid plans for a relief expedition generally
called zion s camp 15 the revelation said he was to call eight men includ-
ing parley pratt to recruit an army of one hundred to five hundred saints
to help their brothers and sisters in jackson county dacd&c 103

following joseph s request the eight began to recruit for the expedi-
tion among mormon converts in the east and midwest on april i1 1834
pratt came to richland with harry brown a missionary who had prose
lytedlated in the richland area because oftheodtheof the demands of offarmingfarming and business
interests wilford doubted at first that he could reasonably accept the call

nevertheless after contemplating the alternatives he resolved as pratt had
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admonished to do his duty to try to prepare himself accordingly he
used every exertion to settle his accounts arrange his affairs and equip
himself for the march to missouri he gave azmon power of attorney to
dispose of the property he could not sell before leaving for kirtland 16

on april 111118341834 he hitched up his team and wagon and parted from
azmon azmon s wife elizabeth their children and others in the richland
area traveling with harry brown and warren ingles wilford drove across
western new york and eastern ohio to kirtland on the way he became
acquainted with the network of latter day saints living in these areas wil-
ford saw this experience as a sacred adventure preparing him for his part
in the redemption of zion one sabbath on the road he warmed to ser-
mons by john murdock and orson pratt both former cambellitesCambellites 17 and
on another day he marveled over a draft of a plat for the city of zion
joseph smiths plan for a model community 18

arriving on april 25 in kirtland wilford spent his short stay immers-
ing himself in the society of this rapidly growing ohio town between
november 1831 when the first mormon missionaries established a branch
in kirtland and april 1834 when wilford arrived there the towns popula-
tion had nearly doubled to perhaps fifteen hundred inhabitants located
south of a wide loop in the east branch of the chagrin river kirtland lay
on a crossroads formed by the mentor road heading north the chillicotheChillicothe
road ambling south and the chardon and willoughby roads running
eastcast and west in 1832 newel K whitney had provided housing for joseph
smith and his family in part oftheodtheof the store he owned at the crossroads at the
time ofwilfords arrival the prophet was apparently living there 19

when the travelers arrived they found joseph smith and his older
brother hyrum shooting at targets with a brace of pistols A handsome
open and affable man this prophet seer and revelator invited wilford to
stay with him while he prepared for the expedition joseph gave wilford a
wolf skin to tan which the prophet planned to use to pad his wagon seat
for the journey the following day wilford met brigham young and his
close friend heber C kimball both vermont natives who had converted to
the church in new york and who like woodruff would both become mem-
bers of the churclschurchschurche first presidency young gave woodruff a butcher knife
blade and asked him to put a handle on it 20

on sunday april 27 wilford heard sermons from orson pratt sidney
rigdon a pennsylvania native former baptist former disciple leader and
first counselor to joseph smith and orson hyde originally from new
haven and a former methodist and campbellite reflecting on the ser-
mons woodruff remarked that 11 there was more light made manifest at
that meeting respecting the gospel and kingdom of god than I1 had ever
received from the whole sectarian world 112121
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the march of zions camp

although joseph smith wanted the entire party to leave for missouri
on may i1 1834 most were not ready less than a tenth of the army departed
that day already prepared wilford left with the advance party for new
portage ohio about fifty miles southwest of kirtland where they awaited
the arrival of the remainder of the troops 22

reaching new portage on may 6 joseph used a combination of state
militia and old testament patterns to organize the camp into companies of
ten to twelve people originally numbering about one hundred men the
army swelled through the addition of recruits along the way and through
the arrival of about twenty men that hyrum smith and lyman wight had
gathered in michigan at its largest zions camp consisted of about
207 men 11 women and 11 children A baggage train of some twentyfivetwenty five

wagons loaded with supplies for both the camp and the missouri saints
accompanied the marchersbarchersmarchers like an american volunteer militia each unit
elected its own captain and assigned men as cooks firemen tentmakerstentmakers
watermentermenwatermonwa wagoners runners and commissariescommis saries

joseph appointed a number ofmenofamenof men to his staff he selected frederick G

williams as paymaster and banker to whom the recruits entrusted their
money A counselor in the churchschurcyschurche first presidency connecticut native
and physician williams owned some of the land in kirtland that the early
saints settled on lyman wight served as smiths second in command 23

better equipped than most oftheodtheof the zion s camp recruits wilford owned
his team wagon and personal armaments appointed a teamster he had
charge of sixteen horses like the others he furnished his own arms but
unlike some with antiquated weapons he carried a riferifle sword dirk and
pistol joseph asked for the sword and wilford made him a gift of it 24

zion s camp took a generally straightforward route to independence
angling southwest to dayton ohio they turned west traveling partly on the
national road through indianapolis and terre haute indiana to springfield
and jacksonville illinois they crossed the mississippi river at louisiana
missouri and paralleled the missouri river almost directly west across the
salt river they crossed the fishing river just inside clay county 25

when the camp reached the salt river joseph smith eager to secure
the safe return oftheodtheof the saints to jackson county sent parley pratt and orson
hyde to jefferson city to meet with governor dunklin waffling on what
the saints perceived as his commitment to assist the expeleesexpelees the governor
refused to call out the militia to protect the mormonscormonsMormons dashing their hopes
even further he ordered zion s camp not to march under arms to protect
their friends and suggested that they apply to the courts for relief

recognizing that following dunklin s recommendation would leave
them at the mercy of the jackson county mob and a pack of unfriendly
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judges the mormonscormons continued marching west anyway they encoun-
tered a well armed force of perhaps three hundred men from jackson
ray and clay counties on june 19 but escaped a potentially disastrous
defeat through the intervention of a violent thunderstorm that poured
large hailstones on the unprotected enemy 26 the tempest damaged the
enemys clothing and arms and scattered their horses as it swelled the
fishing river to an impassable flood some of the zions camp recruits
protected themselves by taking refuge in a baptist meetinghouse 27 on
june 22 after the high water had subsided sheriff cornelius gilliam of
clay county came to the camp to discuss the impasse with the mormonscormonsMormons
and the zion s camp leadership wrote a statement of their purposes for
public dissemination 2821

by this time however disaster had struck the relief army beginning
on june 21 a cholera epidemic that had spread from india across western
asia and into europe and canada before descending on the united states
swept through the camp in the epidemic s wake seventy people including
joseph smith lay stricken thirteen ofthoseorthoseof those who marched in zions camp
died including warren ingalls who had accompanied wilford since they
left richland 2921

sick discouraged and unable
to solve the conflict through state
intervention or force of arms the
mormonscormons tried to negotiate a

settlement with the jackson
county residents this too failed
since the old settlers insisted that
either they or the mormonscormons buy
all of the property the mor
mons declined both alternatives
because they did not have enough
money to buy all the old settlers

property and they refused to sell

their inheritances in zion the
saints proposed instead to pur-
chase the property of those who
declined to live as their neigh-
bors

u

paying cash within a year at zions camp marker at mound grogrovee
the appraised price less the value cemetery independence missouri the
of damages inflicted upon them marker honors those who died inm the cholera

epidemic at rush creek southwest of lib-
by the mobs the old settlers re erty clay county missouri the reverse of
jectedejected this counteroffer 30 the marker isis shown on page 15555
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ultimately zion s camp accomplished none of its secular aims except
furnishing the missouri saints with some clothing and supplies many sol-
diers poorly shod and unused to such marching experienced blistered and
bloody feet as well as illness moreover the army had to contend both with
spies seeking to thwart their purposes and with taunts and questions oftheodtheof the
merely curious 31 however in part because of these hardships they
endured wilford and others found in the experience the fulfillment of the
spiritual expectations awakened in their conversions

wilford woodruffewoodruffs observations during the march

significantly for the participants the march recapitulated on the ameri
can continent the expedition of the children of israel to redeem the holy land
with joseph smith as the lords prophet our march wilford wrote was
similar to the ancient israelites the members of each company prayed to-
gether on sundays selected brethren preached and joseph often addressed
us in the name oftheodtheofthe lord while on our journey and often while addressing the
camp he was clothed upon with much of the spirit of godgod32013211323032 joseph smiths
teachings woodruff wrote were very inspiring & edefyingedifying 31331133013333

A number of events along the trek struck wilford as singularly inspiring
near the illinois river they encountered a series ofhighofhigh mounds constructed
by the region s ancient inhabitants while digging in one mound with other
militia members milton holmes found a human skeleton with an arrow
embedded in its back joseph then reported a vision about the remains the
man joseph explained was a soldier by the name ofofzelphzelphzeiph who was one of
the lamanitesLamanites mentioned in the book of mormon and who had died in
battle under the command of a prophet named onandagusOnandagus 34 impressed
with the find woodruffputwoodruffput one ofzelphs thigh bones in his wagon and car
ried it to clay county missouri where he reburied it by this symbolic act
woodrufftookwoodruff took zelph as near to the new jerusalem as he safely could 35

other events impressed him with the power of god and the authority
of joseph smith all things considered he wrote the expedition was a

great school for us to be led by a prophet of god a thousand miles through
cities towns villages and through the wilderness 3336113636 the hailstorm at
fishing river was the mandated vengeance gone forth from the god of
battles to protect his servants from the destruction of their enemies 13737

but the lord had decreed punishment for the members of zion s

camp as well after some murmuring in camp brother joseph prophe-
sied that in consequence oftheseof these things a scourge awaited the camp
god punished them with cholera which brought sickness and death 38

wilford believed this plague fell upon the camp because as joseph said
the recruits had not imparted oftheirof their substance as becometh saints to the
poor and afflicted among theme dacd&c 1052 4 3931
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the effect ofofzionsZions camp on wilford woodruff and his family

on june 23 two days after the cholera outbreak and the day following
the revelation chastising the recruits for disobedience the prophet ordered
lyman wight to leave a reserve unit to care for the sick and to disperse the
remainder of the camp wight invited wilford milton holmes and
heman T hyde to spend the summer working for him at liberty clay
county wight needed capable workers since he had contracted to make
one hundred thousand bricks and to build a house for a man named
michael arthur 40 wilford and wight lived in the arthurs home and
throughout the summer and early fall they made bricks cut wheat quar-
ried rocks and worked as laborers 41

on julyjulys318341834 before returning to kirtland joseph smith called a meet-
ing in arthur s yard where he organized a presidency and high council to
govern church affairs among the refugees in clay county choosing david
whitmer as president with W W phelps and john whitmer as assistants he
then called twelve others including lyman wight parley P pratt orson
pratt and john murdock to the high council joseph remained in liberty
until july 7 when he left for eastern clay county and then for kirtland 42

wilford could have returned to kirtland or to richland but he decided
to remain in liberty because joseph had asked those who could arrange
their affairs to stay with the missouri saints 43 wilford s decision to aban-
don his previous life and remain with the saints in missouri deepened a
breach that had opened between him and other family members after he
left richland in august 1834 azmon collaborated with their brother ozem
thompson called thompson who had joined him in richland to write
wilford a letter telling him that he azmon had abandoned mormon-
ism wilford did not receive the letter until november opposed to zion s

camp from the beginning azmon proclaimed his pacifistic views citing
jesus teachings against violence and his admonition to turn the other
cheek azmon questioned how gods revelations to joseph smith could
contradict the savior s counsel he also questioned the terms under which
joseph had counseled members to gather to kirtland or independence in
this connection he rejected the counsel that ifhisiphisifhis wife and children refused
to gather to zion he should leave them and go himself this seemed to
contradict biblical teachings about the responsibility to care for his family
he found also a basic inconsistency in joseph smithsmiths s teachings that kirt-
land was merely a temporary gathering place he pointed out that the
feverish activity in ohio especially the projected temple construction gave
every indication ofpermanenceof permanence thompson added a postscript in which he
urged wilford to return home to his family invoking the name of their
father aphekaphea in telling wilford that he had gone after such erroniouserroneouserronious

sic principles 01441144714444
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notwithstanding this chastisement wilford s experiences in kirtland
and with zions camp and the missouri saints had deepened his resolve
to separate himself from the world even from his family if ifneedneed be and to
devote his life to mormonism in an apocalyptic letter wilford clarified both
the sorrow he felt at the cleft that separated him from his family and his con-
viction that he had taken the right course he warned oftheodtheof the tribulations that
were prophesied to precede christs second coming referring to genesis 19

and matthew 24 he said he believed that lot would have been as safe to have
remained in sodom after being warned to flee out by the angel of god as I1

should have been to have remained in richland I1 believe he wrote that
sword pestilence and famine await this generation of the human family
who do not repent and turn unto god and stand in holy places in turn he
pleaded for his family to accept the new revelations as from jesus and he de-
nied any contradictions in the teachings of joseph smith 45

earlier in the fall of 1834 wilford had also written to his parents laying
out similar arguments in different terms in apocalyptic passages he wrote
that god had restored the new and everlasting covenant to prepare for jesus
second coming the kingdom that god had established as daniel had
prophesied would break the kingdoms of the earth apart and grow to fill

the whole earth joseph smith he wrote was gods spokesman who gave
true prophecies to the world 46

convinced of the gravity and divinity of the work he had taken up
wilford began to keep a personal journal sometime during the last half of
1834 seeing it in some sense a counterpart to scripture he entitled the first
volume the first book ofWillford for him the journal testified that god
had received him into the new and everlasting covenant that he stood as a
witness for the gospel of jesus christ that he willingly followed the sav-
ior through evil as well as good and that he had surrendered himself a
living sacrifice holy and acceptable unto god believing in the benefit of
reviewing his past life and in the duty and privilege of keeping an accurate
account ofhisochisofhis present activities he wrote 1 I shall endeavour henceforth to
keep a journal of my travels that when required I1 may give an account of

33471147034747my stewardship
next he took steps to consecrate himself to the work of jesus christ

lyman wight with whom he was living recommended wilford stephen
winchester and heman T hyde hide all former zions camp members
for ordination as priests the high council approved wights recommenda-
tion and they were ordained on november 5 1834 48 then desiring to
preach the gospel to the unconverted wilford prayed about the matter and
after elias higbee told him he had a strong impression that wilford should
serve bishop edward partridge called him on a mission to arkansas ten-
nessee and kentucky woodruff asked harry brown whom he had known
since richland and who was ordained as an elder to accompany him 4941
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in a sacred act of dedication on december 31 he signed a deed conse-
crating all of his property to the church valued at 240 his possessions
included a trunk of books his weapons personal items and 150 in col-
lectiblelectible notes he gave his property to the church to become a lawful heir
to the kingdom of god even the celestial kingdom following the biblical
model he left on his mission without purse or scrip 50 he would become
one of the most powerful and successful missionaries in the church bap-
tizing hundreds of converts in the united states and the british isles

conaCondconclusionusion A life apart

for wilford woodruff as for many others zions camp constituted a
spiritual crossroad in the path he had chosen in farmington the experi-
ence washed away his previous temporal and spiritual life and returned
him to fundamentals in part he and the others in zions camp in the
words of dwight bozeman had lived ancient lives or to paraphrase
mircea eliade they returned symbolically to primordial times 51 since they
viewed mormonism as the restoration of all things ancient and modern
the old and new testaments the book of mormon and josephs revela-
tions coalesced into an omnipresent spiritual unity woodruff perceived a
nexus connecting the exodus of the children of israel the kingdom of god
which daniel had prophesied the expectation of christ s second coming
the lives of nephitesNep hites and lamanitesLamanites and the establishment of the new
jerusalem as a covenant community and refuge

totally immersed in the experience of zions camp woodruffswoodruffwoodruffes life as
well as the lives of many others who participated took on a new meaning
with the savior at its center little wonder that many ofMormonism s future
leadership came from zion s camp recruits like others woodruff felt at
once an intense desire to go forth into the world to preach the gospel of

christ 52 and god and stand in 53jesus to repent turn unto holy places
and to consecrate and dedicate all their properties with themselves unto
god in order to become lawful heirs to the celestial kingdom 115454

he wanted desperately for his family and friends to share in his new
spiritual life but rather than spurn these precious gifts he intended to
remain a subject of god s kingdom and a member of christ s family in-
stead of returning to his earthly family and to the sinful world he had left
behind 55 A convert who had just experienced a baptism by fire or a thirsty
pilgrim who had just crossed a trackless arid wilderness to arrive at a
flourishing oasis wilford drank in josephs teachings like the water jesus
offered the samaritan woman that quenches all thirst and springs up into
everlasting life john 414 wilford woodruff had emerged from zion s

camp as an unconditionally committed disciple of jesus christ under the
new and everlasting covenant



144 BYU studies

thomas G alexander is lemuel hardison redd jr professor of western ameri-
can history at brigham young university has had a long career as professor of history
at brigham young university and is currently a member of the BYU studies academy
he received his BS from utah state university in 1960 and his phd from the univer-
sity of california berkeley in 1965 for related publications see his things in heaven
and earth the life and times of wilford woodruff A mormon prophet salt lake city
signature books 1991 alexander has been appointed as karl G maeser distinguished
faculty lecturer and designated a fellow by the utah state historical society he has
received awards of merit from the daughters of the american revolution the western
history association and the american association for state and local history

the author would like to express appreciation for the following the research assis-

tants who worked on the wilford woodruff project including lanian barber harvard
heath jennie lund rick fish bryan taylor gertrud steifler marcello gigena and
david hall the secretarial assistance of irene fuja and kris nelson the time spent by
james alienallenailen lavina fielding anderson gary bergera howard christy ron priddis
susan staker jessie embry and tracy alexander zappala who read portions of this
study the financial assistance of the college of family home and social sciences the
history department and the charles redd center for western studies at brigham
young university the library and archives oftheodtheof the church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof latteriatter day
saints especially researchers steven sorenson and ronald barney the harold B lee
library at brigham young university and special thanks to three of wilford wood
ruffsruffrufhruhhbuffss descendants richard N W lambert W bruce woodruff and wilford E

woodruff who read portions of this manuscript and offered suggestions

i1 on the life of wilford woodruff see thomas G alexander things in heaven
and earth the life and times ofwilfordofwilford woodruff a mormon prophet salt lake city
signature books 1991.199319911993 francis M gibbons wilfordwoodruff wondrous worker
prophet of god salt lake city deseret book 1988 and matthias F cowley wilford
woodruff history ofhisochisof his life and labors salt lake city bookcraft 1964

2 for a discussion of some of the changes that led to these conditions in con-
necticut see richard L bushman from puritan to yankee character and the social
order in connecticut 1690 1765 new york W W norton 1970 C C goen revival-
ism and separatism in new england 17401740 18001800 strict congregationalists and separate
baptists in the greatawakeninggreat awakening middletown conn wesleyan university press 1987
and charles roy keller the second great awakening in connecticut new haven yale
university press 1942 reprint hamden conn archon books 1968

3 noah porters son of the same name became president of yale university
4 wilford woodruff wilford woodruffewoodruffs journal 1833 1898 typescript ed scott G

kenney 9 vols midvale utah signature books 1983 84 16 7 january april 1833

wilford woodruff autobiography of willford woodruff 35 36 photocopy special
collections and manuscripts harold B lee library brigham young university
provo utah in the LDS church elder is the first office in the melchizedek or higher
priesthood A teacher is the second office in the aaronic or lesser priesthood pre-
ceded by deacon and followed by priest

5 the latter day saints considered matthew 24 so important that they published
joseph smiths revision of the chapter as part of the pearl of great price in 1851 and
accepted it as scripture in a general conference on october 1018800 880

6 for a discussion of the law of consecration and stewardship see leonard J

arrington feramorz Y fox and dean L may building the city of god community
and cooperation among the mormonscormons salt lake city deseret book 1976976 on the events
in missouri see milton V backman jr the heavens resound A history oftheodtheof the latter day



wilford woodruffWoodrufwoodruffandgandfandand zions camp 145

saints inin ohio 18301830 1838 salt lake city deseret book 1983 69 7070 joseph smith jr
history of the church oflesusof jesus christ oflatterof latter day saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed rev
7 vols salt lake city deseret book 1959 1196 hereafter cited as history ortheof the church

7 for a discussion of the development of the mormon community inin missouri
see warren A jennings zion Is fled the expulsion of the mormonscormons from jackson
county missouri ph D diss university of florida 1962 lo1010 118 the statistic isis on
page 105

8 scott H partridge the life and times of edward partridge typescript inin the
author s possession 1 2

9 history of the church 1374 76 reproduces a document written by the leaders
ofthoseorthoseof those inin missouri who attacked the saints and wanted them to leave

lo1010 parley P pratt history oforthethe persecution ortheof the saints 26 29 quoted inin history
oforthethe church 1376 77 n

11 for a milfullmiifuli list of the demands see jennings zion Is fled 138 41

12 backman heavens resound 164 73

13 woodruff counted 902 road miles from kirtland ohio to liberty missouri
woodruff journal 115 december 1834

14 backman heavens resound 172 74
15 for a discussion of the situation see warren A jennings the army of israel

marches into missouri missouri historical revirevlreview 62 january 1968 108 for a
detailed treatment ofofzionszions camp see roger D launius zions camp expedition to
missouri 1834 independence mo herald house 1984984 james L bradley zions
camp 1834 prelude to the civil war salt lake city publishers press 19901990 david F

boone zions camp A study inin obedience then and now inin the heavens are
open the 1992 sperry symposium on the doctrine and covenants and church history
salt lake city deseret book 1993 59 82 peter crawley and richard L anderson
the political realities of zions camp BYU studies 14 no 4 1974 406406 20 wil

burn D talbot zion s camp masters thesis brigham young university 1973 and
paul bailey the armies ofgodof god new york doubleday 196811968 1 29

16 woodruff autobiography 37 54 woodruff journal 17 january april
1834 wilford woodruff to aphekaphea and azubah woodruff september 261834 photo-
copy aphekaphea woodruff family papers archives division historical department
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS
church archives

17 woodruff journal 17 8 january april 1834
18 woodruff journal 17 8 april 1834

19 backman heavens resound 137 4040 and maps on 72 76767878

20 wilford woodruff leavesfromleavestromleaves tromfrom my journal third book ortheof the faith promoting
series 2dad ed salt lake city juvenile instructor office 1882 5

21 woodruff journal 18i 8 9 april may 1834 woodruff autobiography 38 39
222 woodruff journal i199 april may 1834

23 backman heavens resound 182 85

24 woodruff autobiography 41

25 backman heavens resound 183 90 see especially the map on page 183

26 on the sizesize of the army see jennings army of israel 128

27 backman heavens resound igo190 91

28 jennings army of israel 13030loo100 31

29 backman heavens resound 194 95 on the innerinner workings ofzionofzion s camp see
crawley and anderson realities of zions camp 406406 2020 on the cholera epidemic
see robert T divett his chasteningChastening rod cholera epidemics and the mormonscormonsMormons



146 BYU studies

dialogue A journal ofofmormonmormon thought 1112 fall 1979 6 12 the first cholera epidemic
apparently began in india spread through the middle east reached the united states
from canada in 1832 and spread southward and westward from the great lakes region
the zions camp marker lists fifteen cholera victims two of those listed algernon S

gilbert and phebe murdock did not march with zions camp but met the expedition
in missouri

3030 backman heavens resound 191 92
31 backman heavens resound 191 92 woodruff journal 110moiloiio april may 1834

32 woodruff journal 19 1010 april may 1834

33 woodruff autobiography 41

34 woodruff journal 110moliollo may 1834 for more information on the zelph story
see kenneth W godfrey the zelph story BYU studies 29 no 2 1989 31 56

35 woodruff leavesfroleavesdeavesdenves froprofromprombrom my journal 6

36 woodruff leavesfromleavestromleavesdeavesdeales promfrom my journal 6

37 woodruff autobiography 46
38 woodruff journal 112 june 1834 backman heavens resound 194

39 woodruff autobiography 47
40 woodruff journal 112 13 june july 1834 woodruff autobiography 47 52

41 woodruff leaves from my journal 6 woodruff journal 112 13 june
july 1834

42 history ortheof the church 2124136212122 24136
43 woodruff autobiography 51 52

44 azmon and thompson woodruff to wilford woodruff august 9 1834

woodruff correspondence LDS church archives wilford did not receive the letter
until november woodruff autobiography 53 57

45 wilford woodruff to Aazmonaonon and thompson woodruff november 29183491834292 1834

woodruff correspondence woodruff autobiography 58 65

46 wilford woodruff to aphekaphea and azubah woodruff september 262618341834 see
daniel 231 45

47 woodruff journal 13 at the beginning of each year for some time he added a
new title thus his journal for 1836 is entitled the second book ofwillfordWillfordof for 1836836806
apparently since he started it at the first of the year rather than late in the previous year
as in the case of the first book

48 woodruff journal 113 144 november 834-

49 journal history of the church january 13 1835 LDS church archives
microfilm copy in harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah

50 woodruff journal 116 17 december 31 1834 1I find no evidence that he
received any of this property back as an inheritance and he traveled on his mission
without visible means of support

51 theodore dwight bozemanbowmanbomman to live ancient lives the primitivist dimension
in puritanism chapel hill university of north carolina press 1988 mircea eliade
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we also marched the women and
children ofofzionszions camp 1834

andrea G radke

all victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your dili-
gence faithfulness and prayers offaithof faithfalth dacd&c 10336 on february 241834
joseph smith received this promise for the members of the zion s camp
expedition further the assurance came that my the lord s presence shall
be with you let no man be afraid to lay down his life for my sake for
whosochoso layethlabeth down his life for my sake shall find it again dacd&c 10326 27
certainly the expedition to missouri in 1834 held terrible possibilities for
danger sickness and violence nevertheless spiritual blessings were
promised to those who offered their lives safety comfort and worldly
goods most often associated with the more than two hundred men who
volunteered to march with zion s camp spiritual benefits also enriched
the women and children who accompanied the expedition

while considered a failure in its ultimate goal of reclaiming lost lands
and relieving the heavy persecutions in missouri zion s camp has been
seen as a historical turning point for the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints from the members of zion s camp joseph smith drew a
majority of the quorum of the twelve apostles and the whole of the first
quorum of the seventy the hardships of the 1834 missouri expedition
provided important enduring legacies uniting its members in a stronger
loyalty to joseph smith and other leaders solidifying the participants dedi-
cation to the churchschurche cause and schooling young leaders in the organiza-
tional skills necessary to move masses of people much focus has been
placed upon how the abovementionedabove mentioned factors influenced male church
leaders according to J karl wood

while those lands missouri were not redeemed at this time the effort made
by zion s camp was of great value to the church it helped train leaders for a
later trek across the great plains it challenged the attention oftheodtheof the world with
a striking example of faith unity and unselfish purpose manifest by mem-
bers of this new and much maligned christian denomination and finally it
brought to light latent qualities of strength as well as hidden weaknesses in a
group of men from whom leaders in god s church were to be chosen 1

these same qualities and cultural legacies have yet to be applied to the
camps lesser known participants little attention has been paid to the women
and children who marched with zion s camp in 1834 two major works on
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zion s camp have devoted brief focus to the female and minorageminor age partic-
ipants roger launius s zion s camp expedition to missouri 1834 pub-
lished in 1984 contains one incomplete list of the women and children of
zions camp along with a few anecdotal references to the women 2 james L

bradley in zions camp 1834 prelude to the civil war published in 19901990
claims that little attention before this study has been given the women
and children of zion s camp and further suggests that these forgotten
but important members oftheodtheof the camp should be remembered along with the
men 3 he attempts to remedy this omission by providing a complete and
fairly accurate summary of all available primary lists of female and child
members but does not move beyond a listing oftheodtheof the womens names which
are placed in appendix B

in recent years historians have dedicated more attention to the contri-
butions of women to mormon history the role of women in military
expeditions received some attention in women odtheoftheof the mormon battalion by
carl V larson and shirley N maynes that work has shown the role of
women as cooks nurses laundresses and companions to their husbands
during the long march it has also recognized that hardships were shared
by both men and women 4 A similar study can be applied to the women
who marched with zions camp beyond that broader interpretations of
the cultural and spiritual legacies of the expedition may be ascertained
this essay will examine the impact oftheodtheof the zions camp experience on twelve

women and several children who also marched to zion in 1834
very little primary documentation exists about the specific activities

oftheodtheof the women and children ofzionsofzions camp no journals diaries or letters
from the pens of the women have survived if they ever existed the male
diarists and recorders have provided us with lists of names a few anec-
dotes and some descriptions of illness and death as these hardships
affected the women only two husbands jacob gates and joseph hoihol
brook wrote about the activities of themselves and their wives on the
expedition information about the women of zion s camp must be
pieced together through later sources genealogical records and second-
hand accounts

historical background

on february 221834 two days prior to joseph smith s revelation dis
cussed above lyman wight and parley P pratt arrived from missouri with
the news ofdevastatingofdevastating persecutions against the missouri saints in late fall

of 1833 atrocities against the jackson county saints were so severe that the
saints were forced to relocate to clay county in november and december
1833 when joseph received word of the troubles in jackson county he
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resolved immediately to organize an expedition to missouri to relieve the
saints and reacquire their lands at the sunday meeting on february 24
the prophet called for volunteers to offer supplies money and personal
service within a few days recruiters left kirtland to find more volunteers
money and supplies in the east by the end of march finances were still
scarce and recruits were arriving slowly

the need for more recruits prompted joseph to send hyrum smith
and lyman wight north to michigan and illinois to find volunteers among
the northern saints smith and white left kirtland on april 211834 from
michigan they were to lead their detachment to a rendezvous point on the
salt river in northern missouri where they would meet the main body of
the camp joseph s larger detachment would depart from kirtland and
travel west through ohio indiana and illinois to the point on salt river
where a sizable branch of the church was led by james allred women and
children participated in both the michigan and ohio detachments of
zions camp

in late april hyrum smith and lyman wight arrived in pontiac
michigan where there was a small branch of the church they accepted
recruits most of whom intended to travel to missouri to settle perma-
nently A few families took advantage of the opportunity to accompany the
expedition and approximately nine men three women and three boys left
pontiac with smith and wight on may 5 1834 5

josephs group had been collecting recruits since february he deter-
mined the departure point as new portage ohio A few families also joined
josephs detachment with the intent of settling in missouri the detach-
ment left kirtland on may 5 co incidentallycoincidentally the same day as hyrum s de-
parture with josephs group traveled eight or nine women one girl and at
least five small children

one woman played a role in the financing ofofzionzion s camp joseph and
the other leaders worried greatly over money as the church had a great
deal of debt and few resources only small amounts of money trickled
into kirtland while fretting over finances joseph declared 1I want some
money to help fit out zion and I1 know that I1 shall have it wilford
woodruff recorded that the next day brother joseph received a letter
from sister vose of boston containningcontainning 250 he took the money out of
the letter and showed it to the brotherinbrotherenbrotherin present and said did I1 not tell
you last night that I1 should soon have some money and here it iis 6 sister
vose was ruth D vose of massachusetts later a plural wife ofofjosephjoseph smith
and still later in salt lake city wife of edward sayers 7 although not a
member of the camp sister vose contributed the largest cash donation
received by the prophet and thus provided the means for the final provi-
sioning of the camp
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who were the women and children of zionszioeskioes camp

the exact number and the identity of the women and children are not
definitely known many discrepancies exist among the various lists of par-
ticipants and few primary sources have provided an exact account of the
nonadult nonmalenormale camp members 8 list keeping even by those who were
present was difficult due to the fluid nature of camp participation individ-
uals joined and left the expedition periodically as the groups moved to mis-
souri many of the available records originated not from zionzions s camp but
from the reunions that were held in salt lake city in 18641869 and 1870180 9

joseph smiths detachment

josephs contingent left kirtland in early may 1834 and marched
through ohio indiana and illinois before meeting hyrumshyrams group at the
salt river in missouri on june 6 the group of over 180180 people included
eight women and six children

sarah ripley sarah and her husband alanson ripley traveled with
josephs detachment records ofofzionzion s camp list her simply as mrs ripl-
ey but other records of the time reveal her first name sarah was thirty
two years old at the time of zionzions s camp she is mentioned in heber C

kimballsKimballs record ofhisochisof his experience at salt river as he attempted to wash his
clothes mentioned below

alanson ripley served as bishop in iowa territory from 1839 to 1841

records indicate that sarah and alanson ripley later attended the nauvoo
4thath ward along with george maria and milo ripley presumably their
children 10 sarah and alanson were endowed in the nauvoo temple on
january 232318461846

thomas bullocks record of the october 12 1864 reunion listed
Alanston sic ripley and wife as living in california 11 they attended

none of the zion s camp reunions in salt lake city
diana drake diana is included in B H robertss list thomas bul-

lock s list and launiussLauniuss list reprinted from the history ortheof the reorganized
church she is not included in either joseph holbrooks or solon foster s

lists the historical record gives the name of a diantha drake born
december 151518151815 in vermont of daniel and patience perkins drake 12 if
this person accompanied zion s camp she would have been eighteen years
old and most likely unmarried no men with the surname drake appear on
any zion s camp lists diana drake probably remained loyal to the church
and traveled to the west with the saints she is one of three women who
attended the zion s camp reunion on october 9918691869 13

jane clark jane appears on joseph HolhoiholbrooksbroWs 1864 list as a partici-
pant in joseph smiths detachment 14 unfortunately because many jane
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clarks can be found in church genealogical records it is currently im-
possible to determine which jane clark may have marched in zion s camp
like diana drake janes single status can be assumed from the absence of
any men with her surname

ada winchell clements ada clementssClementclementszss life is well documented but
unfortunately her participation in zion s camp is not only the list of
zion s camp participants recorded in the history of the church indicates
that she traveled to missouri in 1834 15 and she did not attend any zion s

camp reunions
ada aidah winchell was born december 241801241801243180 in hebron new

york she married albert clements on january 211821 or 1822 the couple
joined the church after their marriage and later traveled with the ripleys
from new york to florence ohio in 1833 16 the clements endured perse-
cution in missouri and even lost a son paul in the missouri violence the
couple continued loyal to the church and proceeded with the saints to
nauvoo illinois after joseph smith s martyrdom ada attended the au-
gust 81844 meeting at which the saints chose the new leader oftheodtheof the church
ada received a witness of brigham young s authority but albert who was
not at the meeting aligned himself with sidney rigdon s claim to church
leadership 17 A rift developed in the marriage and ada made plans to
accompany the main body of saints to the west without her husband she
received her temple ordinances by herself on january 272718461846 18

ada resolved to go with the saints and share their fate even unto
death19death 19 and proceeded to the salt lake valley with four young children
arriving there in october 1852 she and albert divorced a few years later
both remarried and were widowed sometime in the 18os1870s the children
arranged a surprise meeting between their parents both granted forgive-
ness to the other and decided to remarry

mary chidester mary chidester appears on most of the zion s camp
lists born april 21809 in vernon new york mary parker married john
madison chidester on december 282818301830 in the spring of1832of 1832 they joined
the church and moved to ohio where they joined zion s camp in 1834

they brought their two small children john age 2 and eunice age i1 20

surely the difficult conditions of the expedition were augmented by the
necessity of caring for two small children the chidestersChidesters continued with
the saints through the difficulties in missouri and illinois and settled in
utah where they were called to settle dixie in 1862 they attended the
october lo101018641864 reunion ofzion s camp and their residence was given as

washington washington county utah 21 mary died on february 3318791879

in washington
mary snow gates born july 303018131813 mary grew up in st johnsburg

vermont and developed a lifelong love of astronomy 22 she married jacob
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gates on march 16 1833 and joined the church in june 1833 she was
twenty years old when they left vermont along with two of marys broth-
ers zerubbabelZerubbabel and willard to join zion s camp in the spring of 1834 23

presumably they learned about zion s camp from one the pairs of messen-
gers that joseph smith had sent to the east when they finally met the main
camp jacob saw the face of our beloved prophet joseph smith an expe-
rience he remembered and recorded almost sixty years later 24 jacob also
noted that mary was present dureingdareing the time of the cholerracholerra when 14 or
15 of our brethren were slain by its ravages 13251125332525 mary and jacob moved to
nauvoo with the saints and migrated to utah in late 1847 26

jacob served the church in many capacities including a call as one of
the first seven presidents of seventy his responsibilities often took him
away from home mary s life included much sadness and difficulty plagued
by continual marital problems jacob and mary separated and she settled
into a house in st george utah in a letter to mary s brother erastus jacob
related marys history of personal problems

I1 aam aware that she has long since been an unwelcom visiter to her brothers
and all of your family & everybody els & it is a miserable condition for any
one to be in you know she has been insane one halfofherhalf of her life & the spirit she
has cherisedcherishedcherised has produced but little comfort to her self or me but with all her
faults I1 neve harber biternessbitternessbiterness in my heart toardboard her for I1 believe her naturley
to be a good woman 27

childlessness and anguish over her husband s polygamous marriages
caused mary great mental anguish in her later life but the earlier hardships
ofzion s camp and life in missouri may have contributed to her emotional
difficulties jacob recognized the severity of mary s experiences in mis-
souri as she was left alone in the midst of enemies years later mary and
jacob set aside their difficulties briefly in order to attend two zion s camp
reunions one in 1864 and the other in 1869 228 obviously her emotional
and spiritual connection to the expedition was important enough to desire
reunification with the group mary snow gates died february 9 1891 in
st george utah 2921

nancy lampson holbrook and eunice holbrook sisters in law by
marriage to brothers joseph and chandler holbrook nancy and eunice
traveled with their husbands to missouri with zions camp these women
shared many hardships on the expedition including sickness harsh
weather conditions and the care of small children

nancy lampson holbrook born august 14 1804 showed extreme
concern when her husband joseph began studying mormonism in 1832

she was hesitant and even hostile to josephs curiosity he remembered
that my wife became alarmed and thought I1 had better be at work than
spending my time reading such deception 3030113030 she began staying away from
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the house for long periods and listened to the opposing views oflocalof local min-
isters in spite of these forces which kept her in much fear nancy even-
tually became convinced that mormonism was truetrue311131 nancy was baptized
january 7718331833 shortly after her husband s baptism josephs brother and
sister inlawin law chandler and eunice chose to join the church in the early
spring of 1833 chandler and eunice ages twentyfivetwenty five and twenty three
had been married two years earlier in the same community of weathers
field new york

the two couples immediately felt much opposition to their religious
choice from family and friends but they remained loyal to the church in
april 1834 nancy and joseph with two baby girls in tow and chandler and
eunice with one baby girl left weathersfieldWeathers field for kirtland ohio to join the
saints traveling to missouri with zion s camp

along the way the sisters served as helpers in the laundering chores of
the camp heber C kimball recalled his experience

my first attempt at washing my clothes took place at salt river my shirts
being extremely dirty I1 put them into a kettle of water and boiled them for
about two hours having observed that women who washed boiled their
clothes and I1 supposed by so doing they boiled out the dirt I1 then took them
and washed them endeavoring to imitate a woman washing as near as I1

could I1 rubbed the clothes with my knuckles instead oftheodtheof the palm ofmyofayof my hand
and rubbed the skin off so that my hands were very sore for several days my
attempts were vain in trying to get the dirt out and finally gave it up and
wrung them and hung them out to dry having no flat irons to iron them I1

took them to sisters hollbrook and ripley to get them ironed when they
saw them they said I1 had not washed my clothes I1 told them I1 had done my
best and although I1 had boiled them two hours before washing and had
washedshed them so faithfully that I1 had taken the skin off my knuckles still I1

had not been successful in getting the dirt out they laughed heartily and
informed me that by boiling before washing I1 had boiled the dirt into them 32

hopefully the zionzions s camp experience gave the men a stronger appreciation
for the toilsome domestic responsibilities of nineteenth century women

both nancy and eunice contracted cholera during the epidemic joseph
holbrook described the outbreak about this time the cholera began to
make its appearance in our camp and my wife was one of the first that was
taken down with it but she recovered from it in a few days being adminis
teredcered to by brother bugetts brother john burkett below liberty 33 soon
after eunice contracted the disease but her suffering was more acute

in the morning my brothers wife eunice was very sick with cholera we
therefore thought it best to get some place as soon as possible so we removed
to the stable and corn crib although it was raining by the middle of the
forenoon my brothers wife was cramping with most violent spasms for life
but brother cyrus daniels and carlos granger took her into the house and
nursed her with the greatest attention so that in a few days she had escaped
the hands of the destroyer 34
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the two couples continued to reside in a stable and corn crib for ten weeks

until a small house was built
both nancy and eunice remained active and loyal to the church even in

the midst of extreme persecutions in missouri nancy suffered much
remembered her husband in the early spring of 1839 when mormonscormons fled
missouri to quincy illinois nancy carried her infant daughter and guided
her other three young children across the mississippi river the families set-
tled in nauvoo where nancy died of cholera on july 161842 nancy s suffer-
ing was exacerbated by continual hardships illness and exposure since she
participated in zions camp in 1834 nevertheless through all ofherdofherofher difficul-
ties nancy remained loyal to the movement that required so much personal
sacrifice joseph holbrook described his wifescifes courage and endurance

thus I1 had in an unexpected moment been deprived of one of the best of
wives and the best of mothersofmothers she had stood with me in six troubles through
the missouri troubles with death with fortitude all the attendant evils with
sickness and her faith had always been firm and unshaken in the cause of the
lord in these last days without a murmer or a reflection she had firm hope
in a glorious resurrection for which she had obeyed the gospel and lived and
spent her life for we had lived together in the most perfect understanding for
almost twelve years 35

the holbrook family members showed devotion to their cause and
continued loyal to the church throughout their lives joseph holbrook and
his second wife hannah continued to utah with joseph and nancys three
surviving children including sarah lucretia and charlotte who had trav-
eled with zions camp in 1834 nancy s legacy lived on through her daugh-
ters they remained faithful to mormonism in utah

eunice and chandler holbrook also continued west and settled in
utah they attended the reunion of zions camp in 1864 and listed their
residence as millard county utah their daughter diana who was only an
infant when she traveled with her parents to zion attended the 18701870 re-
union of zion s camp members indicating the strength of the bonds that
were formed with the group 36

betsy parrish little is known about betsy parrish except for the cir-
cumstancescumstances surrounding her death betsy appears on all of the lists of
zion s camp members she and her husband warren 37 joined josephs
group somewhere in ohio on or about june 241834 the group reached
rush creek about two and a halfmileshalf miles from liberty missouri and cholera
overtook the camp george A smith recalled that sister parrish and sev-
eral others were taken with the cholera 373811131138 from june 24 through early july
cholera raged through the camp many in the group felt that it was a pun-
ishment from god for the sins of murmuring and discord that had
occurred in josephs detachment
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the cholera outbreak cre-
ated a memorable impression in
the minds oftheodtheof the camp members
many diarists noted the circum-
stances of suffering and death
with much sympathetic feeling
cholera was very contagious and
quickly caused violent spasms of
vomiting on june 24 wilford
woodruff remembered that our
earscars were saluted with cries and
moanmeaningsings and lamentations on
every hand 399 As a treatment for 0

the disease the victim was doused
with cold water or dipped in a zions camp marker this monument hon-

orsstream then fed a concoction of the fifteen saints who died of cholera at
rush creek missouri in june and july 1834whiskey thickened with flour to all but two algernon sidney gilbert and

the consistence of starch 400 ac-
cording

nine year old phebe murdock had come to
to woodruff about sixty missouri with zion s camp betsy parrish

eight members suffered from the was the only female member of zion s camp
who died the monument was erected by theof the at leastmalady women missouri mormon frontier foundation in

nancy holbrook eunice hol-
brook

1997 at the mound grove cemetery indepen-
denceand betsy parrish became missouri where remains unearthed
in 1958 at rush creek were reburied the ob-
verse

ill betsy parrish was the only
of the marker is shown on page 138

female member of zion s camp
who died

amasa lyman adequately summarized the effect of watchingofwatching his broth-
ers and sister die

there were some half dozen of the brethren stricken down and all lying on
the floor in a small apartment this was a scene that can be more easily imag
ined than described to see men stricken down in a moment and in a short
hour the ruddy glow of health displaced by the paior of death to see the
human form divine that at the dawn of morning was stately and erect in all
the perfections of manly beauty to see its perfections and beauty of form
melt away in the death struggle of a few short hours 41

to lyman these were not just nameless faceless deaths he continued

and to think the sufferers who are they the question reaches to and stirs the
fountain of feeling within us for they are no strangers that are writhing at our
feet these are the forms of the loved the faithful and the brave with them we
had labored with them we had rejoiced together in the truth they were
endeared to us by the tenderestkenderesttenderest ties that bind heart to heart and soul to soul
ere I1 left I1 gave a parting look breathed a hasty prayer and tore myself away
from the scene of death 4241
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records of betsy parrish s death provided proof of the burial site of
some cholera victims in 1958 in missouri cattle on a farm at rush creek
unearthed three skeletons there scientists from the university of mis-
souri at columbia studied the remains and determined the age and gen-
der oftheodtheof the individuals one was a woman who had probably died between
25 and 35 years old 43 because of the gender identification and the loca-
tion of the remainsremains scientists identified them as belonging to members of
zions camp the bones are all good and with one of them being a

woman it looks pretty authentic it s quite likely those were the people
because everything balances outout4444 this finding matched joseph smithsmitis s

description of the 1834 burial As it was impossible to obtain coffins the
brethren rolled the corpses in blankets carried them on a horse sled
about half a mile buried them on the bank of a small stream which emp-
ties into rush creek 45

hyrum smith and lyman wights detachment

on assignment from the prophet joseph hyrum smith and lyman
wight traveled north to michigan for more recruits from pontiac michi-
gan the group of twenty marched southeast and met joseph s division in
eastern missouri elijah fordham recorded the daily workings of this
camp including the prayers and religious services conducted by its leaders
this detachment seemed to run more smoothly than joseph s group and
had fewer conflicts than its larger counterpart the leaders assigned
specific responsibilities to each of the men the three women assisted with
laundering and cooking 46 the camp took on the appearance of a small
family unit unlike josephs detachment which had more of a military
character with its smaller group divisions the michigan band also
benefited greatly from the assistance ofofmembersmembers along the route and never
lacked for food fordham noted a relative scarcity of illness and tension in
the camp but they still endured suffering often walking with bloody and
blistered feet the group included three women

aurelia houghton louisa aurelia curtis houghton was born janu-
ary 12121819181g in canateecanaceeCanatee pennsylvania 47 she and her husband osmon also
identified as ornon in various spellings left pontiac michigan with
other members oftheodtheof the huron branch traveling to missouri osmon worked
as a woodchopper and often gave the opening prayer for the camp and au-
relia served in various capacities with the other women as a cook and laun
dress the only documented case of discord within the group arose
concerning the houghtonsHoughtons A spirit of conflict emerged because members
of the branch felt that the couple did not carry their full workload ford-
ham remembered that
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as som of the brethren had thoughts that bro & sister houhoughtongh ton had not
done their duty and we had cast reflections and hints we were astonished
at the consequences when we were informed of them by bro smith we
saw the evil felt humble and readily confessed to each other and to god
and with uplifted hands covenanted to forget and forgive all that had
passed and do so no more 4841

after this experience no other occasions of conflict occurred in
hyrum s group and the houghtonsHoughtons returned to full fellowship with the
group fordham celebrated that truly the lord is with us all things go
smoothly and we are rejoicing aurelia became ill during the trek as the
group neared quincy illinois in early june 1834 4941 aurelia and osmon con-
tinued with the church to nauvoo where aurelia died on march lo101018451845 5050

sophronia curtis sophronia joined hyrum s group with her hus-
band mecham and his brother lyman curtis 51 james bradley s zionsazzzons
camp gives sophroniasSophronisophroniusas age as 24 and mechamsmechalsMechams age as 17 at the time of the
expedition bradley also states that they died active in the church but gives
no location of death 5212 another record suggests that mecham died in 1887

but no mention is made of sophronia 5313

charlotte alvord charlotte alvord was born september 25 1815 at
lockport niagara county new york A member of the branch at pontiac
michigan in 1834 the eighteen year old was one of two or three single
women who traveled to missouri with zions camp

A misconception connected with charlotte began in 1983 when mil-
ton V backman listed some of the children in hyrum s group as being
four sons of charlotte alvord 54 this error stems from the grammatical

nature of george A smiths and elijah fordhamsFordhams lists of members char
lottes name appears sequentially last in the grouping of women sisters
aurelia houton sophronia curtis charlotte alvert and 4 boys george
fordham lyman littlefield david D dart josiah littlefield 55 somehow
the statement has been interpreted as charlotte alvert and her four boys
in truth the 4 boys are george fordham lyman littlefield and josiah
littlefield david D dort was forty one years old at the time of zion s

camp the 4 boys are not some nameless sons of charlotte besides mis-
representing charlottescharlotteaChar lottes marital status this error also caused an overesti-
mation of the number of children in the camp

charlotte was single during the trek but her marital status soon
changed possibly as a result of her participation in zion s camp she drew
the attention of another member from the branch at pontiac lyman cur-
tis a twenty two year old man traveling with his brother mecham and
sister in law sophronia whether the romance grew before during or
after the expedition is unknown but the couple was married either in late
1834 or february 1835 in missouri 56
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lyman and charlotte alvord curtis had eleven children between 1835

and 18601860 the couple followed the saints through the missouri and nauvoo
experiences together they received their temple endowments in nau-
voo on february 71846 on the overland trek lyman left charlotte and six
children at winter quarters he continued to the great salt lake valley
with brigham youngs advance company and was one of the first to enter
the valley on july 221847 he returned to winter quarters with president
young in the fall of 1847 and the family continued to salt lake together

charlotte alvord curtis established her home in salt lake city As a

polygamist lyman curtis probably had various residences but listed his
own permanent home as pondtownPondtown named after salem pond in present
day salem utah they both attended the first reunion of zion s camp in
salt lake city in 1864 but their names were listed separately as lyman cur-
tis and charlotte alvord as they had been listed on the original camp lists
before their marriage charlotte gave her residence in 1864 as the 19 ward
G S L city whereas lymansclymans residence was pondtownPondtown utah 57 char-
lotte and lyman attended the 1869 reunion and charlotte attended again
in 18701870 by herself where she was finally listed as charlotte curtis 01581158315858 char-
lotte died september 9918791879 in salt lake city

the children ofofzionszions camp

the number of zion s camp children is still debated interestingly
joseph holbrook gave no children s names in his list even though the two
holbrook couples had three daughters between them

joseph smiths detachment joseph and nancy holbrook had two
daughters that accompanied the camp sarah lucretia holbrook was born
january 212118321832 in weathersfieldWeathersfield new york and charlotte was born no-
vember 262618331833 neither sarah two years old at the time ofofzionszions camp
nor charlotte six months would have any recollection of the march how-
ever their association with the camp remained important all of their lives

when charlotte died in utah at age thirty two her father made a particu-
lar mention that she went to missouri with her father s family in zion s

camp 1834 7959 cousin to sarah and charlotte diana holbrook was the
daughter of chandler and eunice born october 27 1833 she was only a
few months old as her family traveled to zion diana attended the zions
camp reunion of 1870 showing that despite being an infant during
zion s camp she felt a connection with the marchersbarchersmarchers

john and mary chidester brought their two small children john age
two and eunice age one neither ever attended a reunion 60

ten year old bradford elliott accompanied his father david the only
mention of bradford is that he fired off a gun which went through a tent
and lodged in the axle tree of a wagon charles C rich further recorded
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that two unidentified young men were playing with a pistol it went off
when one was shot in the thigh cut it some and the bullet lodged in his
shirtshirt6161 bradford elliott is often counted among the male adults on camp
lists he died in salt lake city in 1852 62

some lists include sarah pulsipher who would have been nine years
old in 1834 the history ortheof the church lists sarah pulsipher as the daughter
of zera pulsipher 63 zera pulsipher was not a member of the camp so
sarah might have been traveling with another family

an unnamed child appears on some lists a daughter ofalvinogalvin winegar
this seems unlikely as alvin was an unmarried eighteen year old traveling
with his father samuel 6461

hyrum smith and lyman wights detachment like bradford elliott
two members ofhyrumofflyrum s detachment could be considered children but are
sometimes listed as adults george fordham age nine or ten and lyman
littlefield age thirteen or fourteen 65 george fordham traveled with his
father record keeper elijah fordham as part of the smith wight detach-
ment lyman littlefield and his brother josiah age unknown but probably
in his late teens accompanied their father waldo also with the michi-
gan group george fordham and lyman littlefield continued to utah with
the church 66

zionzions s camp had a great impact on the lives of these young men
lyman littlefield provided some understanding of this impact in his rec-
ollections written near the end of his life he claimed to have been thir-
teen years and six months at the time of the march he regretted that he
was not a man in stature so that he might participate more in the perfor-
mance of camp duties as was the privilege of the men more important
than his physical contribution to the camp was the opportunity littlefield
had to see the prophet he recalled

As the camp was making ready to depart I1 sat tired and brooding by the road
side the prophet was the busiest man of the camp and yet when he ssaw me
he turned from the great press of other duties to say a word of comfort to a
child placing his hand upon my head he said Is there no place for you my
boy if not we must make one this circumstance made an impression on
my mind which long lapse of time and cares of riper years have not effaced 67

littlefield s experience with joseph smith during zionzions s camp instilled
in the young man a great loyalty to the prophet the same can be said for
most of the people who worked closely with joseph during those few
weeks the opportunity to hear joseph s teachings firsthand was an irre-
placeable process of promoting faith and allegiance any number of zion s

camp participants could have echoed littlefield s words of testimony

I1 was a mere boy between thirteen and fourteen years old when I1 first met the
prophet his appearance as a man won my reverence for him but his conversa
tion and public teaching all attended by a power truly godlike established
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me in the faith and knowledge ofhisochisofhis prophetic mission which strengthened with
the lapse of years until he sealed his testimony with his blood in the jail at
carthage in 1844 68

the zion s camp experience contributed to lyman littlefieldsLittle fields conviction
about josephjosephs s leadership

women and the zions camp experience

much like the women of the mormon battalion and other military
expeditions the zion s camp women contributed in various ways to the
overall character of the group and its success and helped prepare for later
mass migrations to the west the women helped with the traditional
domestic duties of cooking and laundering and caring for children they
also provided a civilizing influence on the camp

men women and children all suffered from inclement weather short-
ages of food and shelter and difficulties of epidemic illness perhaps sev-
enty people or 35 percent of the camp suffered from cholera which then
killed thirteen camp members that a woman betsy parrish can be in-
cluded among its martyrs is an important statement about the sacrifice
that women were willing to make those that did sacrifice their lives were
promised many eternal and spiritual blessings

the unifying aspect of social interaction left a lasting impact on the
zions camp veterans in spite of the difficulties camp life ran smoothly
much of the time these people prayed together sang together and com-
muned together responsibilities for overall camp productivity were
shared equally thus encouraging cooperation among members humor
and socializing represented the lighter side of these interactions the
laughter play and mischief of young children and teenage boys must have
had a cheering effect on the serious atmosphere surrounding the camp
even romance and courtship were present one can only suspect at what
point charlotte alvord and lyman curtis began to notice one another
although zionziol s camp was a pseudomilitarypseudo military expedition it also had the
makings of a mass familial migration with all of the social spiritual and
civilizing qualities associated with men women and children traveling
together the attendance at the reunionsreunions of 18641869 and 1870 shows how
important both male and female veterans considered the friendships they
had made while marching to missouri

even more important than the social unity of zion s camp was the
spiritual unity much has been studied about the impact that the 1834

march had on creating a church membership and leadership that was
loyal faithful and devoted to joseph smith and the church firsthand
observations of joseph smith taught the members important leadership
skills As lyman littlefield explained his witness of josephs sermons
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established me in the faith and knowledge of his prophetic mission di-
rect interaction created a strong tie among the early members and between
the members and leaders

the sisters and children of zion s camp had testimonies that were
powerful and individual the event that most adequately summarizes this
faith building among the women isis told by joseph holbrook

after joining with hyrumshyrams group at the salt river branch in missouri
with the purpose of continuing to jackson county joseph smith antici-
pated possible violent altercations with missouri mobbersrobbersmobbers he wanted to
protect the women and children and asked the men who had brought fam-
ilies to acquire cabins for them they were to leave them there at salt river
until any military actions were concluded joseph holbrook began to obey
this counsel 1I provided a house for my family as directed and was about
to leave my family as was the rest of the brethernethernbretherdbr who had wives with
them 116169 either the this thewomen protested at arrangement or prophet
simply had a change of heart for he then declared that if the sisters were
willing to under go a siege with the camp they could go along with it 70

truly it was a revolutionary notion for the sisters to accompany the men
into a possible military skirmish the women said they would like to go
and they liked brother joseph better than before for the privilege he gave
them of continuing in the camp 71 this statement captures the important
legacy of zion s camp on its women participants as they gained powerful
faith and lasting devotion to the church
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heres a black and white
photograph taken in the 30s305
at the intersection of center
and university looking north

in the picture it must be
early morning there are
dusty cars parked at angles
on both sides of the street

and its gloomy and cold
looking without a soul
in sight the kind of morning
where you want to go

into a cafe for breakfast
and not come out until
july so foggy you cant see
further than first north

I1 find myself wanting to
climb into one of those
cars and drive off
into that gray that fog

R A christmas
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journal of the branch of the church of
christ in pontiac 1834 hyrum
smiths division ofofzionszions camp
craig K manscill

on april 211834 hyrum smith and lyman wight set out from kirt-
land ohio for pontiac michigan to recruit volunteers for the march of
zion s camp their objective was to lead their recruits on a six hundred
mile march to a prearranged rendezvous with joseph smiths kirtland divi-
sion in missouri typically scholarly treatments of the march of zions
camp have focused on the accounts of the kirtland ohio legion while
overlooking the hyrum smith lyman wight division of zion s camp yet

hyrum s group when compared with joseph s command demonstrated a

similarly significant commitment to addressing the needs of their fellow
saints in missouri in addition a study of the smith wight division offers
new and insightful details about the recruitment organization and march
of this ecclesiastical militia

zion s camp arose as a result of an earlier conflict between the latter
day saints of independence jackson county missouri and the original
settlers oftheodtheof the region members oftheodtheof the church began migrating to indepen-
dence when it was designated as the center place ofzion in 1831 dacd&c 571 4
the saints were never accepted by the old settlers who judged the mor
mons to be self righteous fanatics abolitionists and knaves laying claim to
jackson county as a land divinely chosen just for them 1 in return the
saints viewed the original residents as irreligious lazy and immoral

these differences provoked a violent confrontation between the two
groups in independence during the summer and fall of 1833 which eventu-
ated in the forced expulsion of twelve hundred saints from their homes
and land at the hands of vigilante mobs the following winter crossing the
missouri river the saints found temporary refuge and sympathy from
missouriansMissour ians to the north in clay county 2 church leaders petitioned mis-
souri governor daniel dunklin to remedy their losses but the request for
help did little good however R W wells the attorney general of mis-
souri informed the legal counsel of the church that governor dunklin
pledged to use militia and state arms to restore the mormonscormons to their lands
iftheyintheyif they could raise a sufficient force to maintain the peace after their return
the communication further stated that these conditions were contingent
upon a formal application to the governor which he could accept at his

byustudies39BYU studies 39 no i1 220020002000 167
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own discretion 3 this tenuous pledge gave the exiled saints hope and was
one of the primary reasons for the organization ofofzionszions camp 4

early in january 1834 church leaders in clay county sent parley P
pratt and lyman wight to kirtland to apprise the prophet joseph of the
plight of the missouri saints 5 fighting the harsh winter elements these
two volunteers began their journey on january 12 and traversed nearly a

thousand miles in forty days arriving in kirtland on february 21 1834

three days later the messengers reported to the newly organized kirtland
high council the devastation and expulsion oftheodtheof the missouri saints oftheirof their
kirtland brethren they queried when and how and by what means zion
was to be redeemed from her enemies the minutes of the high council
meeting report the response

brother joseph then arose and said that he was going to zion to assist in
redeeming it he called for the voice of the council to sanction his going
which was given without a dissenting voice he then called for volunteers to
go with him when some thirty or forty volunteered to go who were present
at the council joseph smith jun was nominated to be the commander
inhiefin chiefoftheof the armies of israel and the leader of those who volunteered to go
and assist in the redemption of zion the nomination was seconded and car
ried by the vote of all present 6

later that day the prophet joseph received the will of the lord by way
of a revelation and commandment about how to act in the discharge of
your duties concerning the salvation and redemption of your brethren
who have been scattered on the land of zion dacd&c 1031 to fulfill his
charge joseph was instructed to take from the strength of my house be-
tween one and five hundred of my young men and the middle aged

dacd&c 10322 the volunteers were to be enlisted from the various branches
of israel and gathered by four sets of missionary recruiters joseph smith
and parley P pratt lyman wight and sidney rigdon hyrum smith and
frederick G williams and orson hyde and orson pratt dacd&c 10330 40
this was the inception of zion s camp one of the most unusual and im-
portant chapters in church history

the purpose of the volunteer enlisteesenlistees was to reclaim the lands of the
dispossessed saints in jackson county in addition they were to render
assistance to the saints in the form of supplies and to show support to the
suffering church members harbored in clay county 7 the recruits might
be required to give more than supplies and assistance however one reve-
lation to the prophet joseph detailed that the redemption ofzionofzion and the
avenging of the lord s enemies could require even the laying down of one s

life for the sake of the lord and zion dacd&c 10115 43435858 As details of the
camp began to take shape it was decided to muster in two places kirtland
ohio and pontiac michigan 8 joseph smith was to lead the kirtland division
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and his older brother hyrum smith with lyman wight were to head up
the pontiac section

over the next ten weeks members of the church and the recruiters set
about obtaining volunteers supplies and the financial means to support
the march ofofzionszions camp the recruiters travels and the general church s

efforts covered most of the states in the northeastern part of the country 9

although success varied among the recruiters their total effort barely mea-
sured up to the number of recruits that the lord had required in the reve-
lation organizing the camp 10 at the designated time of mustering in
kirtland approximately 120 volunteers gathered with joseph and nearly
igo190190 had been collected still joseph was not discouraged and he pressed
forward in his plans to redeem the saints on the western border

on april 141834 while assembling his own division joseph directed
hyrum smith and lyman wight to go west to gather additional recruits
and lead them to missouri 11 since hyrum and lyman had served prose
lytinglating missions to pontiac michigan in 1831 they were acquainted with the
pontiac saints and familiar with the route of travel from pontiac to inde-
pendencependence instructed to move through ohio and then swing north to the
saints oftheodtheof the huron branch in pontiac 12 the missionary pair was to gather
up as many men as possible and bring them to the allred branch on the
salt river near paris monroe county missouri the rendezvous point
the first ofjuneofjune was the target date for arrival 13 the company reaching the
rendezvous point first was to wait for the other before proceeding on to
jackson county

the church at pontiac

the emergence and growth of the church in pontiac is credited to
almira mack and lucy mack smith lucysbucys brother stephen mack moved
from tunbridge vermont to detroit michigan in 1807 and then settled in
pontiac twenty six miles north of detroit in 1818 14 almira mack 15 the
youngest of stephens twelve children left pontiac to visit her aunt lucy in
manchester newyork in may 1830 on hearing the message oftheodtheof the restora-
tion she received baptism into the church 16 in 1831 almira moved to
kirtland ohio with the smiths

on june 7 1831 hyrum smith john murdock lyman wight and
john corrill were commanded by revelation to journey to missouri by the
way of detroit 17 almira mack and lucy smith accompanied hyrum on
this mission as far as pontiac in order to visit the macks the missionary
efforts in michigan proved fruitless for hyrum and his companions leav-
ing lucy with the mack family the four missionaries left michigan and
traveled in a southwesterly direction preaching as they journeyed toward
independence missouri 18
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lucy remained in pontiac for four weeks she and almira were enthu-
siastic about the new religion and lucy never missed an opportunity to
advance it 19 among others lucy introduced the gospel to her sisterinsister in
law temperance mack 20 lucy won the hearts of many but not all in one
biting exchange with the minister of the local congregational church the
reverend isaac W ruggles lucy warned that within three years her son
joseph would have a third ofhisochisofhis church including the deacon 21 two years
later the prophet made good on lucy s promise when he dispatched jared
carter and joseph wood to pontiac for missionary service they arrived
january 71833 and within several weeks the reverend ruggles lost his first
deacon samuel bent 22 and seventy members of his flock to the saints 23

the church achieved a stronghold in pontiac with samuel bent presiding
over the branch 24

on april 212118341834 hyrum smith and lyman wight began their recruit
ing mission to pontiac traveling with a team of horses and one light
wagon they left kirtland heading west while visiting the churches and
ascertaining what they would do for the brethren in missouri 225 see their
route on map on page 172 their first stop was in florence ohio where
they got recruits for joseph s division 26 after a short stay in florence they
moved on to pontiac michigan where they called on the saints of the
huron branch

fifteen members of the huron branch responded to the call and vol-
unteeredunteered to join the camp ofofzionzion nine men three women and three
children 27 with the exception of charlotte alvord who traveled without
husband or parents the women and children joined the camp in order to
be with their husbands and parents and to settle in zion once the saints
were reestablished on their land 2821 adding hyrum smith and lyman wight
from kirtland and charles C rich who joined the camp in illinois the
number traveling with the camp was eighteen the youngest in camp was
nine year old george fordham and the oldest was fifty six year oldoid
samuel bent

the march of the pontiac saints

the company only a fraction the size oftheodtheof the kirtland division left pon-
tiac on may 5 1834 the same day the prophet joseph smith left kirtland
with the larger party of zion s camp elijah fordham recorded that the
pontiac camp traveled with two light wagons two span of horses and
one tenttent29321329121 the small camp was formally organized on the second day of
the march hyrum aware of the revelation received on february 242418341834
in kirtland knew how he should act in the discharge dacd&c 1031 of his
duty as leader and organized the camp after the ancient pattern established
by moses for the camp of israel ex 1321 deutbeut 115 hyrum smith and
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samuel bent were appointed moderators and lyman wight was appointed
steward over the provisions the duties of tent pitchers woodchoppers
teamsters and water carriers were divided among the other men elijah
fordham in addition to acting as a tent pitcher accepted the duty to serve
as company historian and keep the official journal 30 prayers were to be
held each morning and evening and the sabbath was to be observed with
meetings and rest

A significant feature of the trek was hyrum smiths designation of
campsite names for places where they rested during the first days of the
march A number of sites received biblical names such as engedi ai and
epahapah 31 these camp names often reflected events during the march or
expressed sentiments about the day for example on may 8 one horse had
thrown a shoe it rained much of the night the cooking took too long and
the horses wandered away from camp accordingly the following morn-
ing hyrum dubbed the camp ai with the explanation for we sustained
loss 30311333332 the name of the old testament city ai means heap or ruin 01331133313333 in
biblical times the israelites had burned the city killed everyone and made
it into a heap josh 8

elijah Fordfordhamharnss account oftheodtheof the pontiac march rarely refers to the com-
pany s private affairs and contains little evidence of any bickering joseph s

group conversely was plagued by dissent in fact according to the pontiac
journal this march was executed with almost military precision lyman
wight s previous military experience as a militia member during the war of
1812 and hyrum smithssmitis meticulous attention to detail undoubtedly helped
to make the march more efficient 3431 the makeup of the camp also had
something to do with the ease of movement the group was small and eas-
ily managed and most members of the camp were well acquainted with
each other due to their previous association in the church

the inherent hardship of trail travel was coupled with the monoto-
nous routine of daily camp life over the course of the journey to missouri
the group averaged between twenty and thirty miles a day in a southwest-
erly direction the march took thirty eight days including seven days of
no travel teamsters rode in the two wagons and everyone else walked the
six hundred mile route lyman wight walked the entire distance barefoot
fourteen yearyea oldrooid lyman 0 littlefield later wrote that the whole com-
pany walked almost the entire distance as the teams were too heavily
loaded to admit of our riding littlefield pointed out that the travelers
endured this discomfort with little complaining 35 members of the camp
from time to time also experienced ill health the ague a malaria like
malady affected several along the trail the sick were attended to with
priesthood blessings and all arrived safe and healthy in missouri
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despite the overall favorable circumstances of travel nine days into
the march on may 13 a small altercation occurred camp members com-
plained that brother and sister houghton one of two married couples on
the trek had not done their camp duty and some grumbling and hard
feelings were expressed hyrum warned them of the consequences of the
dispute and afterward everyone felt humble and forgave each other of ill

feelings 36 the timely resolution to this problem reflects well on hyrumshyrams
leadership lyman 0 littlefield recalled years later that our company had
already learned to love and honor hyrum smith because of his dignified
and upright course and correct teachings 31371137303737

while the company marched under the leadership of hyrum smith
lyman wight was often gone looking for recruits on may 27 for example
wight rode five miles out of his way to hold a meeting with persons who
might be persuaded to join the expedition these recruiting efforts were so

persuasive that they nearly convinced hosea stout who was not yet a

member of the church to join the brigade stout who joined the church
in 1838 later wrote the effect of their preaching was powerful on me &

when I1 considered that they were going up to zion to fight for their lost
inheritances under the special directions of god it was all that I1 could do to
refrain from going 31381138013838 the pontiac journal indicates that wights recruit-
ment excursions met with success however when an important recruit
was obtained from the effort charles coulson rich 39 the twenty four
year old rich a two year convert and future apostle joined the company
at pekin illinois where he had lived for the previous ten years

by june 2 the company had proceeded to within fifty miles of quincy
illinois on the mississippi river two days later the party arrived at the
junction of the quincy road and what fordham called the mormon
road 40 and they reached quincy the following day fordham described this
thriving commercial center as a considerable place of about 7070 houses
2 inns 9 stores and an open square in the center which looks well 41

on the afternoon of june 5 the company ferried across the mississippi
described as being about a mile wide at this place full of islands and a
strong current and water riley 42 after the crossing they traveled south-
westward toward the prearranged rendezvous point on the salt river three
days later on june 8 hyrum s company reached its destination and discov-
ered that the brethren josephs company had arrived the night before 01431143714343

hyrum smith s company combined with JosjosephjosephsephsepEss totaled 205 male
volunteers plus eighteen women and children at the salt river

joseph completely reorganized the expedition into companies of ten men
each the camp elected the prophet once more as the commander in chief
but lyman wight was elected as the general of the camp second in com-
mand to joseph on the basis ofhisochisofhis war of1812of 1812 experience joseph also chose
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two companies of ten men each to serve as his lifeguard his brother
hyrum became captain ofthisorthisof this personal bodyguard and until the conclusion
of the expedition members of this guard were always at josephs side to pro-
tect him 44

the results ofofzionszions camp

the unforeseen proceedings ofofzionszions camp after their arrival in mis-
souri ultimately led to the discharge of the volunteers on july 3318341834 these
events are familiar to students of church history the withdrawal of
promised military support by governor dunklin 45 the june 16 confronta-
tion at a meeting in liberty of the jackson county delegates and the saints
and the aborted battle at fishing river on june 19 additionally a cholera
epidemic left fourteen dead and the saints failed to receive redress follow-
ing their petitions to the missouri state government finally on june 22

the fishing river revelation announced that zion would not be redeemed
at this time and that the volunteers ofzion s camp were no longer required
to fight the battles of zion dacDd&cac&c 10514

although it might appear to have been an aborted enterprise the affir-
mative outcome ofzion s camp can be measured in a number ofwaysofways the
prophet joseph formalized the church on the frontier by organizing a stake
in missouri with leaders and a high council furthermore the venture
helped church members in clay county and elsewhere in missouri realize
the concern of the church for their welfare but the primary effect of the
expedition centered on its impact on the lives of its participants for most
of the members of the camp the trek had been a test of their mettle by
uncommon trial a winnowing that forged the future leadership of the
church zion s camp was designed to to prove them worthy in the flesh of
the great calling whereunto they were called in the eternal councils 73461146774646 wil-
ford woodrufflaterwoodruffWoodrufflaterlater proclaimed the enduring effects ofzionsof Zions camp

we gained an experience that we never could have gained in any other
way we had the privilege of beholding the face of the prophet and we had
the privilege oftravellingof travelling a thousand miles with him and seeing the workings
of the spirit of god with him and the revelations of jesus christ unto him
and the fulfilmentfulfillment of those revelations had I1 not gone up with zion s

camp I1 should not have been here to day and I1 presume that would have
been the case with many others in this territory 47

in the larger scheme of the venture the story of the pontiac michigan
company helps to complete the remarkable story ofzion s camp the day
by day account of the march from michigan to the salt river in missouri
is contained in the following pages these thirty eight journal entries
recorded by camp historian elijah fordham provide noteworthy details
about the recruitment organization and march of the camp secondarily
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fordhamsFordhams description of the vast prairie of the american frontier and
practical advice for the traveler recorded with wit and wisdom add fresh
insight that situates zions camp in the context of ofamericanamerican history

previously unpublished in complete form the journal of the pontiac
branch kept by elijah fordham is found in the archives division of the
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
in salt lake city utah 48 this account has been transcribed with as little
editing as possible to preserve the character of the text capitalization
grammar and spelling have been retained in the case where handwriting
is illegible where the page has been torn or where words have been intro-
duced for clarity the wording has been bracketed strikeoutsStrikeouts have been
indicated as strikeatttsstrikeoutsstrikeouts for clarity and ease of reading modern punctua-
tion and paragraph breaks have been included



hyrum smiths division ofzionsof Zions camp 177

the journal of the branch in pontiac 1834

journal of the branch of the church of christ49Christ49 in pontiac michigan
territory5oterritory50Territory50 which started for the land of zion on may 55thathth 1834 from the
huron branch samuel bent 551I1 elijah fordham 52 omanornan houghton 53

meacham curtis 54 lyman curtis 5551 waldo littlefield 56 alanson colbcolbyy 57

sisters aurelia houfghhoughtonton 58 sophronia curtis 59 charlotte alvert alvord 60

and 4 boys george fordham 61 lyman littlefield 62 david D dart dort 63

josiah littlefield64littlefield64 in company with hyrum smithsmith6565 of ohio and lyman
wight66 of missouri with two light wagons two span of horses and one
tent traveled about 25 miles rained hard in showers got wet put up at
whitemore lake whitmore lake michigan without any thing worthy of
notice taking place did not pitch tent undertook to stay at a relative of two
of the company house too small some slept on the floor some in an open
log barn cold wet and hungry since no supper had but little rest rose
in the morning would advise all brethren not to stop at relatives when on
the lords business will know better for the future

may 6 cooked breakfast in the house started about a southwest
course at noon came to the flourishing village ofannefannofann arbour ann arbor
michigan took the calamasocalamacoCalamaso road went 12 miles put up mile from an
inn having traveled about 25 miles pitched tent got supper called camp
to order appointed bro E fordham historian bro lyman wight stew-
ard hyrum smith and samuel bent moderators prayer by bro bent
bro 0 houghton being sick hands laid on by bro bent rejoicing in
the favour ofgod we went to sleep good rest got breakfast gave thank by
bro smith struck tent called the place bethel truly we have here found
favour before god

may 717 proceeded on our journey all well at 2 oclock passed grass
lake grass lake michigan on the right passed some very high sand hills
and many marshes meacham curtis got the fever and ague paid

50 cents per bushel for oats travelled 25 miles on a south ofwestoftestof west course
pitched tent a mile from jacksensburgh jackson michigan in a clean val-
ley some rain had an invitation to preach to the neighbours at the first
house bros bent & smith went to see them they found the people gath-
ering and had to speak to them they received it well at the tent had
singing thank by bro fordham retired to rest two of the company did
not bring any bedding they slept cold advise all that travel to zion to take
bedding clothes feet a little sore otherwise all well called the place
engedi because it is a place of rest and the lord was there

thursday may 8 proceeded on our journey stopped at jacksonsburgJacksons burg
got a poney s shoes set for 50 cents 100loo lbsibsibslbs offlourof flour 2502.50250 the town has
about 25 houses a tavern and blacksmithshopblacksmithshop went on passed many ex-
tensive marshes and ridges of hard granite boulders some good land
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some sand hills passed through spring arbour spring arbor michigan
a new place travelled about 20 miles stopped near hickory ridge walnuts
in abundance some places ground most covered camped in a pleasant
hollow near a marsh suppedcupped thank by bro littlefield rain in the night
horses strayed away cooked cakes in a spider & bake pan 67 slow work
takes too much time we want a tin oven called the place ai for in it we
sustained loss all well and in good spirits no trouble to travel thank by
bro smith

set off 9 may bad road in the morning at hickory ridges came to
good land passed land that had been farmed and ploughedsloughedploughed plain to be
seen it is now grown up with timber passed the village ofmarshalofmarshalmarshai with
35 houses 2 blacksmith shops a tavern only 3 years old grist and saw mill
saw calamazookalamazooCalamazoo river which is about 2 rods wide camped on ancient
farms all well thank by bro smith cold froze an eighth of an inch in a

basen called the place the pleasant plains of michigan travelled about
20 miles thank by bro fordham

saturday may loth went on our journey hickory ridges black oak
plains wite oak openings some good land crossed calamazookalamazooCalamazoo river
which is 8 rods wide drove through it went i1 mile to prairie go goacboac

passed through good land through climax prairie 3 miles long passed
2 miles through good country and camped in a delightful place having
travelled 25 miles all well thank by bro wight

sunday lith may rested prayer by bro houghten heard instruction
from bros smith & wight and partook of the lord s supper the name of
places were all given by bro smith called this place ezengeberEzengeber for in it we
were blest of the lord with much instruction and the holy spirit

monday may 12th proceeded on passed through tounsend prairie
3 miles oak openings through prairie roade about 4 miles through very
extensive black & white oak plains level for miles some marshes good
road fordedcorded portage river at its junction with stiny creek being 4 rods
wide and camped here all well and in good spirits travelled 30 miles
thanks by bro houghlhoughtonton cold in the night frose ice in the pail

may 13 tuesday called the place manhikelManhikel because it is a place of
many waters prayer by bro wight went mile and waded across the river
st josephs which is about 2020 rods wide oak openings and plains went
down the river to constantine michigan a place of rapid growth at the
head ofnavigationofnavigation there are about 2020 houses and a good water power
grist & saw mill burr oak plains and openings very level white pegion
prairie on the left 68 crossed chicago turnpike at mottsvilleMottsville mottvillemontvilleMottville
michigan on the st joseph s river went on down the river bro james
dunn69 oftheodtheof the pontiac branch joined our company crossed angalaw creek
and camped pleasant weather all well this was before called little elkhart
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indiana prayer by bro smith As somsornsoin of the brethren had thoughts that
bro & sister houghton had not done their duty and we had cast reflec-
tions and hints we were astonished at the consequences when we were in-
formed of them by bro smith we saw the evil felt humble and readily
confessed to each other and to god and with uplifted hands covenanted to
forget and forgive all that had passed and do so no more bro wight closed
by prayer cold night frose inch we are now 3 miles in indiana all team
in good order season backward prayer by bro dunn travelled 23 miles
this day

may 11414 went on lo1010 miles passed through the village ofofelkhartelkhart on the
river of the samsarn name with 2020 houses oak openings land level went
down the st josephs river to the village of mashtenaway mishawakaMishawaka
indiana in this village of2ooffoof 20 or 30 houses they are building larger iron
works due to the great quantities of iron ore came to the village of big
bend south bend indiana on the st josephs with 6060 or 7070 houses
went on to the kankakee marsh and camped having travelled 28 miles all

tired bro dunn sick hand laid on by bro smith prayer by bro bent cold
night called the place epahapah for the scarcity of bread

may 15th prayer by bro littlefield bad road for a few miles went
through terecopiaTerecopia prairie then through rolling prairie rather sandy came
to the edge of door prairie and camped all in good health but a little
tired prayer by bro smith frose hard again travelled 25 miles this day
prayer by bro smith

may i61161 prayer by bro houghhoughtonton travelled 4 miles came to the
village ofoflaportlaport la porte indiana with about 5050 houses and a number
of stores &cac only 3 years old very thriving good prairie land all round
mills &cac about 5 miles off timber scattered in the prairie passed through
the door of door prairie about about lo1010 rods wide a singular place went
on the sioux trail passed clyburn tavern several miles very bad road
through heavy timber on the trail crossed a large marsh where the water
parts to go to lake michigan and ilinoisillnois river and camped having travelled
22 miles this day heard that the potawatamiespotawatarniesPotawatamies were collecting about 2 miles
off for the purpose of rejoicing and dancing on the occasion of their
removing to missouri ther are a great many ofthernof them and they have been
collecting some time had supper singing and prayer by bro wight

may 1717thth great manmanyy prairie hens on the marsh making a noise like

the bellowing of the cattle of a thousand hills mild weather vegetation
move forward prayer by bro fordham pursued our course toward hick-
ory creek over marshes through clay barrens wet & dry prairies here a

great many snakes saw the prairie rattlesnake called in michigan the mas
sasauger massasaugalmassasauga having two rows of rattles in his tail saw a kind of
jumping snake i1 feet long crossed several small brooks travelled 23 miles
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came to calamicklamickkalamickCa creek which empties into lake michigan and camped on
the bank having a good marsh near for fee torn page for the horses
prayer by bro smith went to rest slept well and warm enough

interpolation on the top of the page written upside down reads hyrams
journal from michigan to MO 183511835

may 18th sunday prayer by bro wight rested this day took of the
lords supper had a comfortable season truly the lord is with us all

things go smoothly and we are rejoicing prayer by bro Houghlhoughtonton
may 19th all well cloudy with some rain mild weather called the

place onkawonkow here we heard the noisy pelican or sand hill crane the same
as in michigan prayer by bro bent proceeded on our journey through
prairies & marshes passed big calamicklamickkalamickCa creek on the sioux trail the
largest prairie being 400 miles long travelled 30 miles & came to hickory
creek and camped very tired prayer by bro smith

may 20 prayer by bro wight went ddown0 wn hicker creek 5 miles and
crossed at a saw mill and went in and crossed the 0 plain des plaines

river a considerable flow of a stream several rods wide & camped hav-
ing travelled 18 miles through prairie with little points of timber this
morning the horses broke loose from their spancils and ran offwithoff with rapid-
ity several miles over the the prairie and aftafterer running till they appeared
like specks on the horison they would wait till we got within about a mile
of them and then they would run again and so they went untill they were
tired and when the boys caught them they were lost and were going from
camp when fortunately they came to a trail that led to camp

may 21st all well rose early breakfast before sunrise prayer by bro
smith went 8 miles crossed river dupage at the grist mill and crossed
25 miles over a wet & dry prairie with many miry places to get to a place to
camp traveled 33 miles this day all tired prayer by bro bent

may 22 had plenty of milk quite refreshed called the place eminence
and glory for much provision was there and the place was beautiful the
man that lives here has 240 head of cattle & 40 calves and all things com-
fortablefortable prayer omitted this morning one of the neighbours came and
kept talking we proceeded on our journey over delightful prairies and groves
of timberoftimber at noon fordedcorded the ilinoisillnois river a mile below the village of otto
way ottawa illinois a delighmldelighfuldelightfuldeligh fulmlfui situation took dinner excellent land
went on to vermilion river camped got milk for 6 ctsacts a quart this morn-
ing we got it for 6 ctsacts a pail filillegiblefillegiblelegible word prayer by bro wight very
warm with showers today havig traveled 33 miles

may 23 prayer by bro smith went over over a 12 mile prairie of
good land to roberts grove got dinner went on had a most tremendous
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shower came to crow creek camped wet and sore footed having trav-
elled 26 miles rain in the night this mornigbornig saw plenty of stone coal
prayer by bro bent

may 24 prayer by bro littlefield proceeded on our journey all well
at noon came to a grove bro bent was taken with the ague but was well
enough to ride went on our course to the willow springs came along tim-
ber land to a house camped went in to get milk and water found a
brother and sister earl very glad to see us prayer by bro smith

may 25 prayer by bro wight went about 5 miles to brother rich at
pleasant grove church had meeting ffieetiiimooting morning & evening the
church rejoiced to see us

26 may monday the sisters washed
may 27 bro wight held meeting 5 miles off
may 28 bro wight purchased a larger wagon and a yoke of cattle in

the place of the little wagon
may 29 thursday took leave of the brethren and went most to the

village ofofpekinpekin pekin illinois on the illinois river and broke one wheel
of the big wagon went to pekin engaged a man to mend it pekin is a new
place that has a large steam grist mill and a steam saw mill and about
15 houses we crossed the illinois and camped having traveled lo1010 miles

may 30 waited till almost night for the wagon to be finished got on
about lo1010 miles and camped under the bluffinbluffonbluffon the road to canton illinois
held meeting at a house bro smith & wight spoke timber bad roads

may3lmayalmay 31 set off bad road this region is infested with the catterpillarCatterpillar &

grasshopper the woods look like winter with here and there a tree with
leaves on that they won t eat making a strange appearance on road to
lewistownLewis town illinois camped camped about 4 miles east of canton prayer
by bro houhoughtongh ton

june i sunday had a prayer meeting and the lord s supper had a
good season bro colby sick all the rest well and in good spirits as ever

june 2 monday travelled through groves and prairies fordedcorded spoon
river a rapid stream 3 rods wide at barker s ford went on 5 miles towards
quincy our course being between canton on the right and lewistownLewis town
traveled 25 miles prayer by bro smith bro colby yet sick

june 3 went on from barker s grove towards quincy traveled 15 miles
the length of a prairie along without a road a few rods from the mormon
road and did not know it got into the mormon road cordedforded camp creek
went in fordedcorded crooked creek this creek cantcan t be fordedcorded in high water it
is a mad stream camped colby better aurelia houghton sick having
travelled 30 miles this day heard from bro joseph and his troops about
330000 of them all smart and hearty looking fellows heard from jackson co
they have burned all the houses and keep guard all the time 70 prayer by
bro bent
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june 4 prayer by bro smith colby better continued our course
towards quincy road from quincy to rushville prairie most of the way
good arrived at the junction of the mormon road and the quincy road
and camped colby better most well prayer by bro charles rich

june 5 prayer by bro littlefield went on to quincy illinois in a
good dry prairie road quincy is considerable of a place about 7070 houses
2 inns 9 stores and an open square in the center looks well got lead
for 6 ctsacts a pound crossed the mississippi about a mile wide at this place
full of islands and a strong current water rily a steam saw and grist mill
here in quincy camped on the shore aurelia sick yet colby well all the
rest well and in glad that we have got into missouri prayer by bro smith &

wight traveled 20 miles this day got the axle of the wagon straitened
we crossed at logsdensLogsdens ferry advise all brethren to cross at his ferry he
is friendly

june 6 prayer by bro wight crossed the bottom lands fordedcorded the
north & south fabius rivers passed through the village of palmyra mis-
souri a thriving place of 100loo100 houses a goodly number of stores many
houses of brick passed on west to the 9 mile prairie on the road to salt
river and camped within four miles of the church

june 7 no entry
june 8 sunday prayer by bro rich went on fordedcorded west & south salt

river tremendous rain thunder & lightning arrived at bro james 1I ivy
found that the brethren had arrived the night before and that we had
camped only about 3 miles apart after starting from different places
through different countries and different hindrances by the way this being
the place of meeting agreed upon without any time specified to meet in it
being agreed to wait for each other here surely the lord is with us this
morning in going up the bank of the river the hammer of the tongue of
bro curtiswagoncurtis wagon drew out the wagon run back into the river and upset
and wet a great many of the things souseddoused george and bro curtis into the
river gathered all the things went on attended meeting at camp prayer
by bro wight pleasent weather all well

june 9 the sisters washed cloathes moved to the general camp &
pitched tent

june loth was formed into companies exercised forenoon & after-
noon out on the prairie this day consecrated all our money and lead for
zion s cause to commissary generageneral 1 doctor brown this day appointed
bro S bent steward in the place of bro wight resigned and bro jas
dunn assistant

june 11 made preparation for our journey fixed our guns &cac kept
them loaded

june 12thl2thlath formed our line of march went about 13 miles camped on
the prairie muddy water but good prairie
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craigkcraigcraickK manscill craig manscillbyumanscihbyuedumanscill byu edu has been associate professor of ofchurchchurch
history and doctrine at brigham young university sincesince 1999 he received his BAB A inin
english from weber state college inin 1978 and his MAM A inin humanities 0188198009981980 and phdph D
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york macmillan 1992 416274 1627 29 B H roberts the missouri persecutions salt lake
city bookcraft 1965 73 74

2 roberts comprehensive history 1346
3 joseph smith jrfr history of the church oflesusof jesus christ oflatterof lannerlatterlannet day saints ed

B H roberts 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book 197114441971 i 444 45 here-
after cited as history oforthethe church

4 roberts comprehensive history 1358i 358

5 parley P pratt jr ed the autobiography ofparleyof parley P pratt 4thath ed salt lake
city deseret book 1950 07-

6 history ortheof the church 2392 39 40
7 the supplies according to one historical account included clothing and other

necessariesnecessaries to carry to our brethren and sisters who have been robbed and plundered
of nearly all their effects the camp also brought horses wagons firearms and am-
munition sufficient to make the journey and redeem the land inin jackson county by
force history ortheof the church 263163

8 bradley zion s camp 27
9 bradley zions camp 14

10 history oforthethe church 248148 49
ii bradley zions camp 14

12 the name of the branch of the church inin pontiac michigan isis often referred
to as the huron branch the huron branch was named after the huron river flowing
southeasterly into lake erie

13 bradley zions camp 28

14 temperance mack did not join her husband inin pontiac until 1823 see john
cumming and audrey cumming the pilgrimage of temperance mack mount pleas
ant michigan npapn p 1967 2 4

15 almira mack was the youngest daughter of stephen and temperance bond
mack born at tunbridge orange county vermont inin 1805 the same year as her
cousincousin joseph smith almira was baptized by david whitmer inin 1830 she married
william scoby inin 1831 and he died inm pontiac michigan on december 41833 she mar-
ried benjamin covey inin 1836 almira followed the saints through ohio missouri and
illinois and crossed the plains to utah inin 1848 dying inin salt lake city inin 1886 almira isis
also known as alvira and elmira larry C porter A study of the origins of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints inin the states of new york and pennsylvania
1816 1831 phdph D diss brigham young university 1971197 provo BYU studies 2000
261 dean C jessee ed the papers ofjosephof joseph smith 2 volsVOIS salt lake city deseret
book 1989 92 25372 537 cumming and cumming temperance mack 7 pioneer women
offaithof faithfuithfulth and fortitude 4 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers 1998 1685i 685
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16 cummingdimming and cummingdimming temperance mack 8 9
17 these four missionaries were part of a larger proselyting force that was jour

neyingbeying to missouri preaching the word of god as they took their various courses of
travel this was a significant mission for all when they reached missouri they were
informed that jackson county was the new jerusalem and zion dacd&c 521 8 57

18 pearson H corbett hyrum smith patriarch salt lake city deseret book
1963963 87 91

19 cumming and cumming temperance mack lo1010

2020 temperancesTemperances husband stephen mack died in 1826 cumming and cum
ming temperance mack 6 lo10 n

21 cumming and cumming temperance mack 11

22 the records for the pontiac congregational church verify this event febru-
ary 9 183311833 observed as a day of fasting and prayer on the occasion of the excommuni-
cation ofofdeacondeacon bent for embracing the mormon delusion richard lloyd anderson
his mothers manuscript an intimate view of joseph smith brigham young uni

versityhersity forum january 27 1976 typescript io10 special collections and manuscripts
harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah

23 lucy mack smith history of ofjosephjoseph smith ed preston nibley salt lake city
bookcraft 1979 217

24 A year later joseph smith jr joseph smith sr hyrum smith the three wit
nesses to the book of mormonofmormon oliver cowdery martin harris and david whitmer
frederick G williams and robert orton visited pontiac these church leaders made a
great impression upon the local membership john cumming and audrey cumming
saints come to michigan michigan history 49 march 1965 16 18

25 launius zions camp 94
26 milo andrus and nelson higgins among others were from florence ohio

and were recruited by hyrum smith and lyman wight they joined josephs division
on may 11 at new portage ohio ivan J barrett trumpeter of godgof fascinating true
stories of the great missionary and colonizer milo andrus salt lake city covenant
communications 1992 25 27

277 historians have given different totals for the number of people who joined the
march from the huron branch launius claims nineteen people volunteered launius
zion s camp 94 bradley claims eighteen were recruited both authors include leaders
hyrum smith and lyman wight and also charles C rich who joined later in the
number these three brethren were not from the huron branch in pontiac although
they were in the march james dunn joined the march nine days after the start and was
from the huron branch dunn is not included in the initial list of camp members by
the camp historian but should be included as one of the nine men counted as volun
teers from the huron branch camp historian fordham has dunn joining the camp
may 13 bringing the total men women and children to fifteen if the three others not
from the huron branch are added then the total is eighteen two lists mistakenly state
that toddlers john jr and eunice chidester marched with the pontiac group their
parents john and mary chidester marched with josephs division bradley zion s

camp 131 milton V backman jr the heavens resound A history of the latter day
saints in ohio 18301830 1838 salt lake city deseret book 1983 377377379380379 380

28 for more on the women and children ofzionofzion s camp see andrea G radke we
also marched the women and children of zion s camp 1834 147 65 in this issue

29 journal oftheodtheof the branch of the church of christ in pontiac 1834 may 5 archives
division historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt
lake city hereafter LDS church archives smith and wight arrived in michigan with
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one of the wagons the second wagon may have been purchased from hosea stout see
wayne stout hosea stout utahs pioneer statesman salt lake city by the author
1953341953 34

30 journal oftheodtheof the branch oftheodtheof the church ofchristof christ may 6 see also wilburn D tal-
bot zions camp masters thesis brigham young university 1973 52 53 addi-
tional accounts of hyrum smiths company were written by charles C rich and
lyman 0 littlefield see charles coulson rich diary may july 1834 LDS church
archives and lyman 0 littlefield reminiscences oflatterof lafterlatter day saints logan utah
utah journal 1888

31 of the thirty eight camp sites on the march from pontiac michigan to the
allred branch on the salt river in missouri names of nine camp sites were recorded in
fordhamsFordhams account

32 journal of the branch of the church of christ may 8

33 merrill F unger the new unger s bible dictionary chicago moody bible
institute 1988988 42

34 on lyman wights military experience see philip C wightman the life and
contributions of lyman wight master s thesis brigham young university 1971
8 9 lyman s first duty as a militia member was as part of a guard that escorted 1236
prisoners ofwar on a march through new york state

35 littlefield reminiscences 29

36 journal of the branch of the church of christ may 13

37 george Q cannon the prophet joseph smith in zions camp juvenile
instructor 27 january 151518921892 56

38 reed A stout ed autobiography ofhoseaof hosea stout 1810 to 1835 utah histori-
cal quarteriy30quarterly 30 summer 1962 259 6060

39 charles coulson rich was born august 211809211809 and was baptized april i1 1832

after zions camp he became president of the high priest quorum for missouri in
august 1837 on march 301841 he became a counselor to william marks in the nau-
voo stake presidency and from 1849 until his death on november 171883 he served as
an apostle in addition to these ecclesiastical offices rich was a general leading the
church troops opposing the invasion ofutahofutah by the united states army in 1857 58 see
leonard J arrington charles C rich mormon general and western frontiersman
provo utah brigham young university press 1974 58 68 69 217 22 andrew jen-

son latter day saint biographical encyclopedia A compilation of ofbiographicalbiographical sketches
ofprominentof prominent men and women in the church ofofjesusjesus christ oflatterof latter dayduy saints 4 vols
salt lake city andrew jenson history 1901igol 36110236 ii02

40 elijah fordham refers to the junction of the quincy and mormon roads since
1831 members and missionaries of the church had traveled between kirtland and mis-
souri often passing through quincy illinois

41 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 5

42 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 5

43 journal of the branch of the church of christ june 8

44 launius zions camp 102 3

45 roberts comprehensive history 13135858 59

46 orson F whitney the life ofheber C kimball an apostle the father and
founder oftheodtheof the british mission 2ndand ed salt lake city steven and wallis 1945 34

47 wilford woodruff in journal ofofdiscoursesdiscourses 26 vols liverpool F D richards
1855 86 13158 december 121218691869 for more on the impact that zions camp had on
wilford woodruff see thomas G alexander wilford woodruff and zion s camp
baptism by fire and the spiritual confirmation ofaof a future prophet 132 43 in this issue
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48 Brbradleyadleyss treatment ofofzionzion s camp gives excerpts from the fordham account
and presents parallel entries with joseph smiths division bradley zions camp 28 134

49 on april 6618301830 joseph smith jr and five others organized the church of
christ dacd&c 20120 i on may 3318341834 the name was officially changed to the church
oftheodtheof the latter day saints however it was not until april 261838 inin far west missouri
that the churchschurche name was changed by revelation dacd&c 1153115 3 to the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints see donald Q cannon and lyndon W cook eds far
west record minutes of the church oflesusof lesusjesus christ oflatterof latter day saints 1830 1844 salt
lake city deseret book 1983 78157 58

50 michigan was a territory from 1805 until january 262618371837 when it became the
twenty sixth state

51 samuel bent was born july 191778 and served as a colonel inin the massachusetts
militia before joining the church he was baptized and ordained an elder by jared
carter inin 8331833 inin pontiac michigan after zions camp he attended the school of the
prophets he was whipped by a mob and held prisoner by general lucas inin far west inin
1838 he was president of the garden grove iowa station where he died august 16

1846 jenson biographical encyclopedia 1367 68

52 elijah fordham was born inin new york city on april 121798 he was a lumber
dealer and carpenter by profession he married jane ann fisher inin 1822 and lived inin
pontiac michigan from 1831 to 1833 in 1837 while inin new york city he assisted the
missionariesmissionaries en route to great britain he was miraculously healed by joseph smith inin
1839 inin montrose iowa and was appointed to the iowa high council inin 1839 he
migrated to utah inin 18501850 and died at wellsville cache county utah jessee papers of
joseph smith 25451545

53 osman also spelled osmon or ornanoman houghton was born october i1 18061806

his wife aurelia was one of the few women of zion s camp and traveled with her
husband osman lived inin far west and was marched to richmond missouri to be
held as a prisoner without charge during the 1838 persecutions and expulsion osman
married mary curtis inin 1845 after the death of aurelia he died august 181818471847 see
susan easton black membership of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints
1830 1848 50 vols provo utah religious studies center brigham young univer-
sity 1989 2399623 996 97

54 meacham also spelled mecham curtis traveled with his wife sophromasophronia and
his brother lyman curtis during zion s camp

55 lyman curtis was born january 211812 inin massachusetts and wass baptized inin
1833 inin pontiac michigan he married charlotte alvord another of the volunteers
from pontiac inin february 1835 he was driven out of far west and settled inin nauvoo
A member of the vanguard company of pioneers he entered the salt lake valley inin
1847 in 1853 he served a missionmission to the indians of southern utah and he died inin salem
utah on august 6618981898 jenson biographical encyclopedia 46894 689

56 waldo littlefield was born may 24 1797 at petersburg rensselaer county
new york he married mercy higgins inin 1817 he joined the church inin 1832 and resided
inin missouri and illinois before crossing the plains to utah he died january 291879 inin
Canncannonvillecannonvdleonville garfield county utah jessee papers of ofjosephjoseph smith 25661566

57 alanson colby was born inin vermont on may 9918111811 according to andrew
jenson

he was converted to mormonism inin michigan inin 1834 colby passed
through the persecutions inin missouri with the rest of the saints being
expelled from that state inin 1839 after he had made his own escape from mis
sourisoun he went back and helped another family to remove to illinois after
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sharing in the troubles in illinois he migrated to the great salt lake valley in
the fall of 1848 his death occurred february 191918751875 in utah jenson bio-
graphical encyclopedia 4688 89

58 aurelia houghton was the wife ofofosmanorosmanosman houghton
59 sophronia curtis was the wife ofofmeachammeacham curtis
6060 some accounts of zions camp err by stating that charlotte alvord was the

mother of the four boys in fact charlotte was nineteen years old and not married at
the time of the march the three boys were george fordham the son of elijah ford-
ham and josiah and lyman littlefield the two sons of waldo littlefield the fourth
boy mentioned is david dort who was actually forty one years of age at the time of

the march see radke we also marched 157
61 george fordham was born april 211825 he married serene elrick in 1853 he

died october 221922
62 lyman omer littlefield the second son of waldo littlefield and mercy hig-

gins was born november 221819 at verona oneida county new york he married
adalillneAdalillne hamblin he was baptized in clay county missouri by peter whitmer and
resided in missouri and illinois littlefield crossed the plains and eventually settled
in smithfield cache county utah lyman died september i1 1893 talbot zion s

camp 98 littlefield reminiscences 26

63 david D dort was born january 6 1793 at surry cheshire county new
hampshire he was converted to the church by lucy mack smith in pontiac michi-
gan in 1831 he married mary and later fanny mack both daughters of stephen and
temperance mack he resided in ohio and missouri and was one of the first settlers in
nauvoo he was on the high council at both far west and nauvoo david died in nau-
voo illinois on march lo101018411841 jessee papers of ofjosephjosephhoseph smith 2542

64 josiah littlefield was the son of waldo and mercy higgins littlefield
65 hyrum smith was born in tunbridge vermont on february 9918001800 he mar-

ried jerusha barden in 1826 while residing in manchester new york one of the eight
witnesses to the book of mormon he was appointed second counselor in the first
presidency in 1837 he was imprisoned at liberty missouri with his brother joseph and
lyman wight in 1838 39 in nauvoo he was appointed patriarch and assistant church
president in 1841 hyrum was killed with his brother joseph in carthage illinois in
1844844 jenson biographical encyclopedia 152

66 lyman wight was born at fairfield new york on may 9917961796 he was affiliated
with the campbellitesCampbel lites in kirtland ohio when he converted to mormonism in 1830 he
was among those driven from jackson county missouri in 1833 and was imprisoned at
liberty missouri in 1838 39 A member ofthoathof the quorum oftheodtheof the twelve from 1841 to 1848

he moved to texas in 1845 and was excommunicated in 1848 he died at mountain val-
ley texas on march 311858 jenson biographical encyclopedia 193 96

67 A spider is a cast iron frying pan with a long handle
68 the following is a contemporaneous description oftheodtheof the prairie in the white

pigeon area

from sturges praire to whitevalite pigeon is 133 miles the road very fine & quite
level there are but one or two log homes in this distant the road runs thro
the forest on the illegible word oftheodtheof the indian trails ofcourseof course it is very wind-
ing there cannot be anything more delightful than the ride from sturgis
Pprairierairiel to W P thou a winding road this is the most beautiful nature for-
est I1 have ever seen no underbrush at all & the trees stately & beautiful the
road is exceedingly circuitous & reminds me of the roads which are some-
times laid out by gentlemen in their parks tho no artificial improvement can
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equal this most beautiful improvement of nature white pigeon is a pleasant
little village at which we arrived at past 7 oclock saturday evening situate
in the centre of a extensive & beautiful prairie 6 or 70007000 acres what is a
prairie it looks likereilke a great ocean for there is nothing to obstruct or intercept
the view except here & there a house a perfectly level plain without a tree or
bush or stone encircled in the back ground with the dense & noble forest
which looks like the frame of the picture it is a picture & it is to me a most
wonderful & impressive exhibition of the works of the creator how exqui-
sitely beautiful 0 lord are all thy works trip to illinois july 27 1833

charles butler papers library of congress washington DC
69 james dunn was born june 66181018io and was a member of the mormon battal-

ion the historical notebook records that he died at nauvoo see zions camp
historical notebook 1864 1872 microfilm holograph 74 LDS church archives

70 historians james B alienallenailen and glen M leonard write rumors of imminent
mormon invasions during the last week of april brought a hasty mustering of
missouriansMissour ians when no invasion materialized the missouriansMissour ians vented their anger by
burning the remaining mormon houses in jackson county this was a further dis-
couragementcouragement for the saints in liberty to return to their property and land the word
of the burning houses was passed on to zions camp james B alienallenailen and glen M
leonard the story oftheodtheof the latter day saints salt lake city deseret book 1992 loo100



self discovery
marilyn M nelson

when I1 was seven I1 realized that I1 had two selves one was the self that
played and got new shoes and that people talked to the other was inside of
it and this self mostly thought about things it was the second self the
inner one that fascinated me most where could it have come from had I1

always possessed it I1 didndian t remember it developing it was just there sud-
denly like one of the mysterious bruises that were always appearing on my
knees and shins this inner self had come to my attention it seemed from
two realizations

the first had to do with words I1 read in kindergarten every hardy
boys book I1 could get my hands on nancy drew I1 scorned I1 thought
stubbornly and with no sense of justice for my own sex that she was too
much ofaof a girl to be a good detective I1 read the chronicles ofnarniaof Narnia I1 also
read but where my brothers wouldnwouldnt t see me little house on the prairie
the secret garden A little princess and the boxcar children my kinder-
garten teacher took pity on me and gave me a school library card with
strict instructions not to tell the other children in class I1 went through the
motions of learning the alphabet letters mr TF has funny feet mr M
has a munchybunchy mouth to my annoyance the little songs and rhymes we
learned to help us with the alphabet kept up a constant hum in my sub
conscious I1 had learned to expect this with words though no matter how
I1 tried I1 couldncoulden t banish them the sounds the rhythms the shapes of
them from my mind

these are the facts of it words slithered through my head always and
sometimes they stuck there like burrs and sometimes they battered them-
selves against my consciousness like angry dogs against a fence some came
in phrases familiar as puzzle pieces fitting into my thoughts they were
from books from records from songs hey little john im all right I1iveve
been breathing through this reed the duck played by the oboe in the very
low register and like a thunderbolt befallshe fallspailspalis some I1 did not understand
but they seemed familiar all the same they played in my head like music
and sometimes inexplicably they were music I1 woke up with symphonies
crashing in my head and somehow they were words and notes and rhythm
all wound into one shall ipartapartI1 part my hair behind do I1 dare to eat a peach
in my place I1I1 leave mr baggins almost thou persuadestpersua dest me to be a chris
tian my apple trees will never get across and eat the cones under his pines
I1 tell him they wove trails and patterns in my thoughts looking at words
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I1 had to make them fit the patterns in my head and I1 involuntarily ar-
ranged and rearranged words sometimes making them meaningless men-
tally adding letters lengthening pieces ofofysodysYs and m s giving numeric value
to symbols and making them add up until they fit into their proper puzzle
piece places in my mind I1 couldntt define what made a word or a phrase fit

but I1 knew when one did later I1 learned about physical phenomena that
were similar membranes vibrating at a specific frequency enzymes linking
with specific body chemicals sound waves striking at the correct angle to
make echoes this is how words were for me they struck at my head but
only some resonated goblin moon skink papaya flapjack they bounced
back and forth echoing

the second realization came to my consciousness during a bike ride
I1 learned late to ride a bike and so when I1 learned I1 was dizzy with the joy
of doing what I1 had so long wished to do on a bike I1 could push the lim-
its of my neighborhood further the most distant point in my world was a

winding dirt road called old willow lane it nestled right up beside the
mountain flanked by a high hill on one side and an irrigation canal on
the other it was a little used road partly because of the potholespotholedpotholes in it
there was always water in these potholespotholedpotholes and my newly acquired bicycle
skills were tested every time I1 tried to avoid them if you walked off the
road you d be immediately on the hill and you could climb up to the clos-
est ridge and see the whole city beneath you

there was danger on old willow not just the puddles and the seclu-
sion and the wildness of it but snakes sometimes and cougars too I1 sup-
posed though id never actually run into one worst of all there were boys
who rode their dirt bikes beneath the apricot trees down by the canal big
boys who d throw lighted matches at you if you got in their way it had
happened to my friend rachael on her way home from school once in
broad daylight they called themselves the oak hills vandals and the neigh-
borhood rippled and hummed over their exploits once id seen some of
their vandalism a bright red OHVOHY spray painted on the fence by the
school playground I1 couldnt understand why they d painted their symbol
so flagrantly on the fence everyone knew who they were and the PTA was
hopping mad if id done it I1 thought I1 would have painted some letters
that no one knew a word not standing for anything a made up word even
and nobody would ever find out who did it I1 said so to my mother and she
said that the boys wanted people to know who they were it didndian t make
sense if I1 were a vandal id be better at it I1 thought

I1 suddenly realized riding my bike past the apricot tree lair of the oak
hills vandals that I1 thought about things like this a lot and this this un-
expected criminality in myself both terrified and amazed me at school
inside the skin of my obedient outer self I1 thought secretly and rationally
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about the things I1 could get away with because of my very goodness my
first grade teacher miss white knew she could trust me to go to the office

and pick up copies for her or to take a note to another teacher I1 learned
from these errands for example I1 knew from watching frustrated teachers
that the door to the faculty lounge would unlock ifyouisyouif you wiggled the door-
knob I1 read notices on the faculty bulletin board there will be a fire drill
tomorrow this afternoon the superintendent is dropping in I1 knew from
listening to loud voiced secretaries what the code for the copy machine
was I1 knew which closet contained the secret trapdoor to the cellar and as
I1 walked dutifully down the shiny halls to do my teacher s errands I1 made
detailed plans about the things I1 could do with these bits of knowledge
nearly all the teachers knew me and I1 was always good they wouldnt
question anything I1 did there were I1 thought in my secret thoughts no
crimes I1 could not commit at school the clarity with which I1 could see
how I1 could commit them frightened me

I1 plotted at the airport the buckle on my patent leather shoes set off
the metal detector and the guard assuming it was a mistake waved me on
with a bored hand I1 was indignant that I1 wasngasn t even considered a threat
that night I1 lay in bed devising a secret spy bomb that I1 could carry in my
shoe and smuggle past metal detectors in foreign countries when I1 was
alone I1 stood by the mirror and practiced looking innocent

I1 amused myself by thinking up alibis for misdeeds I1 had never done
I1 thought of ways I1 could get away with things forgery im only seven
officer we don t learn cursive till next year

I1 thought these things and I1 did not know why I1 thought them
because I1 actually had no urge to be bad but I1 did not seem to be able to
stop seeing the ways I1 could be bad I1 didiadidrat understand it and I1 wondered
if it were something to feel guilty about and repent of I1 hoped not and
then I1 did feel guilty for trying to get out of repenting

I1 rode my bike past the old willow canal and chills of terror crept up
my arms not just because of the boys but because of my own thoughts
what was to stop me I1 thought from turning into a vandal myself I1 seemed
to be headed there already and the thought horrified me I1 could hardly
see to steer around the puddles in the dirt road worried I1 pushed my bike
off the road and a little way onto the hillside there were flowers here in
spring and just as pretty weeds in fall today I1 picked them in small
enough bundles that I1 could carry them in one hand curled around my
bikes handlebar because I1 did not ride one handed sometimes my broth-
ers would coast gloriously along with no hands at all but I1 would do no
such thing this bike riding was a perilous enough thing without devising
additional dangers for it and curiously the emergence of this thought
brought me a sudden thrill of hope where reason had not would a vandal
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a criminal be scared to ride one handed surely not I1 was saved riding
home I1 felt like singing happy with the intense happiness of relief hey
little john im all right

the idea though had been planted these two realizations my secret
badness and the writhing squirming chorus of words and sounds inside
my head led me suddenly and dazzlingly to this splendid discovery of my
own inner life I1 did not know if everyone had this shouting this motion of
words humming inside of them just as I1 did not know if everyone else
thought about committing crimes but these things were inside of me and
they were the most real things I1 knew they were also uniquely my own
and hidden from everyone else unless I1 chose to share them it was I1 real-
ized as ifiafiif I1 had a cocoon ofskinoxskinof skin and inside it I1 was suddenly joyously free
I1 delighted in knowing that no matter what the situation I1 could have any
thoughts I1 wanted and no one could stop me

this capability and it seemed to me an extraordinary one even if
everyone possessed it was to carry me through many a horrible situation
and it never failed to gladden me when I1 thought of it

in my third grade year a frazzled substitute teacher assigned us to read
a story in our reading book she had been fed up with us all day she had
arrived expecting a troublesome class we were third graders after all
and we had done our best to live up to her expectations even rachael and 1I

who normally felt sorry for substitutes had stayed out late at recess to
protest this teacher s clear distaste for children we started reading time
the substitute had given up any pretense of patience and announced that
she would be reading the story along with us if anyone finished before she
did she told us she would know they hadnthadiahadla really done the reading the
class tired from the mornings exertions called a temporary truce and fell

silent we read
I1 had discovered several years earlier that I1 seemed to read faster than

most people reading over my parent s shoulders I1 would finish the page
and sit bored for several long minutes waiting for them to turn it my
brothers would exclaim exasperated that I1 had just borrowed two hardy
boys books that morning and I1 couldntt possibly be finished already and
need another but the fact was oddly enough that I1 could and did read
several hundred pages in a morning I1 didndian t understand why anyone
would take more than a day to read a book it was much better to just finish
it all in one sitting so you didndian t break up the action but I1 also knew in-
stinctively that this wasrctwasngasn t the sort of thing one talked about and so when
I1 read a book with someone else I1 finished the page and then waited pre-
tending to be ready to turn the page only when they were sometimes id
even linger a bit longer on the page after the other person had finished so

they wouldntwouldibouldi find me out when assigned at school to read the instructions
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on standardized tests and then look up I1 read them three times and looked
up when the person next to me did

I1 read the story the substitute had assigned us and then I1 quietly turned
back and read it again I1 played my word game idly with the title arranging
the letters until they fit the right pattern in my head after what seemed a
suitable time I1 looked up

obviously displeased that the class was contrary to her assumptions
being good the substitute caught my head motion are you finished she
asked I1 nodded wishing she wouldnwouldiawouldr t talk so loud yes I1 was finished no
need to anannouncenen e it lotheto the whole class there s no axwxway youou could be she
said triumptriumphtriumphantlyZ tij I1 stared at her 1 I m not even to the third page she said
11 start over and really read it this time I1 was stunned by the outrage of it
how could she but again remembering my inner freedom brought sud-
den relief I1 lowered my eyes to the book rejoicing I1 did not have to read
this again I1 could sit here looking at the page and I1 could think what I1

wished I1 could listen to the steady pattering of words inside my head
I1 could take a mental bike ride I1 could think about cats or frogs I1 was gid-
dily breathlessly happy with this realization and I1 sat nearly overwhelmed
with the wonder of it until the teacher made her deliberate way to the end
of the story and I1 could again take my eyes from my book

from then on I1 was free even under the most tyrannical of circum-
stances I1 delighted in the knowledge that some part of me at least was
entirely my own I1 could now and forever listen to the exultation of words
in my head goblin goblin goblin his goingforthgoing forth is as prepared as the
morning wild men who caught and sang the sun inslightinflightin flight it was like
a psalm I1 listened fascinated thankful

marilyn M nelson is an undergraduate student with a double major in music and
family science at brigham young university this essay won second place in the BYU
studies 1998 essay contest nelson has also published poetry in inscapeInscape
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andrew jenson august 2219101910iglo image cropped this photograph was taken in
copenhagen denmark while jenson was serving as president of the scandinavian
mission photograph by emil clausen



andrewamdrew jenson chides the saints
paul H peterson

historian andrew jenson frequently reminded the saints of their obligation
to be befamiliarfamiliar with their history and to be diligent in keepingkeepingpersonalpersonal as well
as institutional records

brother andrew jenson has written a good many things of great
value and is continually giving his mind to the work of collating and col-
lecting data and facts concerning church history president anthon H
lund told saints at general conference in october 1917 when he jenson
finds a new fact or a new date that he didndian t know before he feels as happy
as the placer miner who finds a nugget of gold in the first pan that he
washes out and it is no wonder that brother jenson estimates the value of
the historian s office at a million dollars1dollars1

fellow scandinavians close friends and church historian associates
anthon lund and andrew jenson had enjoyed a meaningful professional
and personal relationship for over two decades but friendship aside in
praising jenson s labors on this occasion president lund was hardly engag-
ing in hyperbole since the restoration no one had evidenced more interest
in preserving a record oftheodtheof the history oftheodtheofthe church than did this danish con-
vert not given to synthesis analysis or interpretation jenson was an inde-
fatigable collector of facts simple facts but for jenson essential almost
larger than life facts that told the story of a unique people facts that related
the unfolding of the history of god s people in this the last dispensation 2

sustained as assistant church historian in 1898 jenson first spoke in
general conference in april 1903 beginning in 1905 he became a regular
on the general conference rotation list most often speaking once a year at
either annual or semiannualsemi annual conference until he gave his final conference
talk in 1930

A man that clearly had little fear of the pulpit jenson gave conference
talks that often vacillated between historical recitation and historical en-
couragementcouragement when in the recitation mode brother jenson inundated
saints with an avalanche of names and dates and other relevant facts re-
lated to the history of the restoration or to the history of the migration
or to the history of missions and missionary work or to the history of
temple building when in the encouragement mode jenson promoted the
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keeping of both institutional and personal histories As one who traveled
thousands ofmilesofmiles to compile histories of missionsofmissions stakes wards and quo
rumsarums elder jenson knew well the importance of maintaining such records
but along with urging stakes and wards to keep official records jenson
always interested in ordinary people emphasized the importance ofperofferof per-
sonal diaries and personal histories

the following sermon given in october 1926 was the third to last
conference talk that jenson gave for the most part it is a typical jenson
talk for example referring to or citing from scriptural sources and then
pointing out that had not historians recorded the words of jesus or the
prophets we would be without scriptural records was vintage jenson
detailing the current progress of the historians office was understandably
standard jenson procedure encouraging saints to keep records was normal
fare even chiding the saints for being derelict in historical matters was not
an uncommon tactic what was different about this particular address was
the tone of the chasteningchastening never accused of not saying what he had on his
mind elder jenson was especially candid on this occasion as he called the
saints to repentance for their record keeping lethargy

the plainspokeninspokenpla rhetoric perhaps had to do in part with jenson s ad-
vancing age and his coming to grips with the realization that most latter
day saints would never take to history and record keeping as he had while
latter day saints by comparison with other communities were diligent
record keepers few approached their tasks with the fervor of jenson
likely for many church members the problem was as much a lack of
vision as a lack of discipline for andrew jenson it seemed so obvious
membership in the lord s church in the final dispensation who wouldnwouldnt t
want to write about it
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andrew jenson general conference address
october 192619263 3

in just three years and a half from now the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints will be one hundred years old it has been and is a most
remarkable organization there never has been another one like it upon
the face of the earth we do not have to compare the church to which we
belong with any of the so called christian churches of today so far as
members and progress are concerned but we can consistently compare it
with other dispensations that the lord has established upon the earth for
the salvation of mankind and particularly do we take pleasure in compar-
ing it with the church which was organized more than eighteen hundred
years ago by the savior himself and his apostles we can also draw compari-
son between the church to which we belong and the church organized
among the nephitesNephites about the same time that the church was organized in
what we call the old world but the history of the nephite church is very
brief and the same might be said of the history of the original church
organized in palestine or in asia

there are some comparisons that I1 sometimes think of jesus was
thirty years old when he commenced to preach up to that time we have
but very little knowledge of what he did joseph smith was twentyfivetwenty five

years old when he as an instrument in the hands oftheodtheof the lord organized the
church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof latter day saints in 18301830 after one hundred years
had passed away from the time that christ commenced his ministry we
find by referring to the historians of that day such as matthew mark
luke and john the acts of the apostles and the writings of the historian
eusebius who wrote the history of the first 325 years of the so called chris-
tian church that there was scarcely anything left of the original church it
is a strange thing that such should be the case but it was undoubtedly in
the providence of the lord before the first century of that dispensation
had passed away all the apostles had been killed except john other leaders
oftheodtheof the church had also gone to their rest most ofthemefthemof them falling as martyrs to
truth for that was a time of martyrdom john who did not taste death as

we understand it was the only apostle left so at the end of one hundred
years from the time that christ commenced his ministry in galilee the
great majority of the people who belonged to the original church had
passed away either by natural death or had fallen as martyrs or gone into
apostasy the falling away had become so universal during the latter part of
the first century oftheodtheof the christian era that there was scarcely anyone to speak
of left professing the true gospel of jesus christ when the century ended
false doctrines had been introduced into the church and the falling away
which had been predicted by paul and others had indeed taken place 4
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it is different with the dispensation to which we belong when this
church shall be one hundred years old the historians will be able to record
that it never before was any stronger or its membership more numerous
we can easily judge the condition of the church three years and a half
hence at the present time we can say that the church never had so many
organized stakes ofofzionzion as it has now and never before so many bishop s

wards nor so many missionary fields at one time that is if we make ex-

ception of a few temporary missions established in the early days of the
church but taking it all throughout the church to which we belong never
had a more prosperous existence than it has at the present time when we
refer to the thousands of noble men and women in it we may regret that
there are some weak members who are not as true to the gospel of jesus
christ as they might be but there is a sufficient number of faithfuloffaithful men and
women both young and old to warrant my statement the majority of the
members ofthisorthisof this church would be an honor to any community that really
should prove to all that we have borne good fruit and our actions are now
being copied by many of the people of the world who have figured with
organizations that have been less successful than ours has been

it is one thing to make history another thing to write it if it had not
been for the writers I1 have mentioned who belonged to the original
church what would the doings of christ mean to us we would have known
next to nothing of his activities the doctrines he taught would have been
hid in mystery and conjectures for instance if ifmatthewmatthew or some other his-
torian had not recorded the sermon on the mount we would not have had
that splendid exposition of gospel truths and if somebody had not
recorded the many other beautiful sayings of christ and his apostles what
would we have known of the ministry of christ and ofhisochisofhis apostles we would
merely have had some vague ideas handed down by tradition that would lead
astray more than lead aright but because these things that are written we
have at least some knowledge of these earlier dispensations

in our day the first thing the lord did after the church to which we
belong was organized with six members in the little village of fayette
seneca county new york was to command that a church recorder should
be appointed a man who should write down what was taking place that
man was oliver cowdery he had previously assisted joseph smith the
prophet in translating the book of mormon and now after that sacred
record had been completed and printed his labor with the pen was contin-
ued through his appointment as the first church recorder since that time
we have had recorders and historians in the church who have been more or
less faithful and more or less efficient in doing their work soon oliver
cowdery was appointed to other positions in the church and another



andrew jenson chides the saints 199

man was called to be church recorder but as that man was not very faith-
ful in the discharge of his duties the early history of the church is not as
complete as we would like it to be there are certain very important dates
lacking because john whitmer did not do his duty nevertheless we have
sufficient to show that the church of jesus christ of latter day saints is a

most complete and successful organization and we also rejoice in the
promise made that it shall never come to an end other dispensations have
ceased to exist but this one to which we belong will continue and the
church shall finally grow into the kingdom of heaven over which christ
shall reign as king of kings and lord of lords

it requires much effort and labor to keep track of the thousands and
tens of thousands of missionaries who have gone out from the headquar-
ters of the church to preach the gospel we are at the present time en-
gaged in making a list of them in a few weeks we expect to complete the
same and we will then be able to state approximately how many elders and
how many missionary sisters have been sent out from the headquarters of
the church to preach the gospel in different lands and climes we will also
have a good idea of how many people have been baptized since the church
was organized notwithstanding the fact that many important church records
have been destroyed or lost we will also know approximately how many
branches oftheodtheof the church have been organized in the different countries oftheodtheof the
world where our missionaries have labored you will perhaps be surprised
to learn that they are numbered by thousands and you will be astonished to
know that at one time there were nearly a thousand branches oftheodtheof the church in
great britain alone we will surely have something interesting to tell the
latter day saints when the church is one hundred years old 5

it has already taken much time and money and also necessitated much
travel to gather material and record the events oftheodtheof the history oftheodtheof the church
from the beginning to the close of the nineteenth century years ago we
found at the historian s office that we could not locate ourselves within
the walls of that little building which stood across the street from where the
large church building now stands and there write histories of the stakes of
zion and of the different missions of the church we found it was neces-
sary to go abroad travel extensively and gather material for history in many
lands and climes your humble servant has had the pleasure if I1 may call it
such to be a globe trotter some people have thought that I1 have traveled
more than necessary but I1 know better than that and am convinced that I1

have not traveled nearly as much as I1 should have done in order to be-
come a good and reliable historian yet I1 have traveled about 490000
miles in the interest of the church and I1 have come to the conclusion that
the work accomplished could not have been done in any other way than by
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going into the field for material we have had church recorders and histo-
rians all the time since the organization oftheodtheof the church and they have found
it possible to record facts as they have been reported to headquarters from
time to time but the recorders could never make a complete history of this
church unless they go abroad visit with the elders and saints in different
parts of the world peruse records and become acquainted geographi-
cally with the stakes ofofzionzion and the countries of the world then in con-
nection with the reports that are sent in from year to year they can write
history and it may be said that these reports are now better than they have
been before A complete history of this church in my opinion can never
be written unless that mode of procedure is followed

we do not know what will take place in the near future only this we
believe that great events are close at hand but we do sincerely hope and
pray for a general awakening in the interest of church history sometimes
when I1 visit some of the stakes ofofzionzion in the interest of history I1 am looked
upon as a sort of rip van winkle or some ancient of days who has been
asleep for twenty years or more and it seems as if some people are actually
annoyed by it I1 do not say this as a slur upon the saints generally this
lethargy can perhaps be traced to the fact that for years only very little
attention has been paid to church history in a public way we preach about
the word of wisdom imagine what the consequence would be if our
brethren from time to time did not open their mouths to draw attention to
that particular word of god 6 even after mentioning it and speaking about
it repeatedly such conditions exist as those we have had explained to us in
this meeting by the brethren who have preceded me 7 now inasmuch as
the importance of history has not been mentioned much of late years the
people have become careless about it and quite frequently we hear some-
body say we have enough to do with the present and looking out for the
future let the past alone 3181183388 it may be true that the present is more impor-
tant to us than the past and yet I1 contend that without knowing something
about the past we do not know where we come in as elders of the church
laboring in the vineyard both at home and abroad it is necessary for us to
know how we fit in as we continue the labors commenced by joseph smith
the prophet and continued by brigham young and his successors in great
britain we need to know how the present missionaries fit in with the labors
in earlier days by heber C kimball orson hyde brigham young orson
pratt wilford woodruff and many others we from scandinavia need to
know how our present missionaries fit in with the labors commenced by
erastus snow and his fellow laborers seventy six years ago without some
knowledge in regard to the past we scarcely know where we are at we
know we belong to a great organization but not always what our particu-
lar duties are in building upon the foundation that the heroes and heroines
of this church laid many years ago
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my message as one of the historians of this church is this we want
cooperation we need a general awakening in regard to the importance of
record keeping we must become better posted in regard to the history
of this church the most important organization of its kind that ever
existed upon the face oftheodtheof the earth we cannot sit still and quietly at the his-
toriansto office and steer the great ship ofofzionzion historically we need the co-
operation of the local authorities and the people generally we want the
stake clerks and ward clerks and clerks of the priesthood and auxiliary
organizations to stand by us and when we send out or go out for infor-
mation we want to examine and peruse the records that are in existence for
historical material we raise our voice against the destruction or the losing
of ofrecordsrecords and draw attention to the folly of lookingoflookingonlooking upon record books in
the same light that a school boy looks upon his copy book when it is writ-
ten full it is of no further use the records of a ward or quorum are entirely
different from that A blank book is worth nothing to the historian but
being filled with records it is in many instances worth its weight in gold
we would therefore earnestly insist that the brethren and sisters in charge
of records or even private journals do not destroy them or lose them the
time will surely come when they will be wanted probably much that is in
them may be mere chaff that never will be worth copying but there will
always be something found in these records that will be of use to the histo-
rian I1 cannot remember that I1 ever in my life have perused a record book
ofanytofanyof any kind and I1 have perused thousands ofthemefthemof them but what I1 have found
something in it of historical importance 9

now brethren and sisters let us wake up to a realization of the fact
that there is something of vital importance for us to know in the past as

well as in the present and the future I1 speak as one who has devoted almost
his entire life in the historical field and who for many years has endeavored
to draw attention to the fact that the writing of history is the next thing to
making it may god bless us and enable us to be faithful and diligent in dis-
charging the duties pertaining to our respective callings in the service of
god I1 sincerely pray in the name of jesus christ amen

paul H peterson paulpaulpetersonbyuedupetersonbyuedu has been associate professor of
church history and doctrine at brigham young university since 1984 he received his
BA in history in 1966 his MA in western american history in 1972 and his phd in
american history in 1981 all from brigham young university he has received a jour-
nal ofmormonof mormon history article of the year award

i1 anthon H lund in eighty eighth semiannual conference oftheodtheof the church ofofjesusjesus
christ of latter day saints salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 1917121917 12
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2 relevant sources examining jenson s life and historical contributions include
davis bitton and leonard J arrington cormonsmormons and their historians salt lake city
university of utah press 1988 441 55 keith W perkins andrew jenson zealous
chronologist phd diss brigham young university 1974 and louis reinwand
andrew jenson latter day saint historian BYU studies 14 no i1 1973 29 46

3 andrew jenson in ninety seventh semiannual conference ortheof the church oflesusof jesus
christ of latter day saints salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 1926 54 59

4 jenson had compared the restored church with the original church in a slightly
more penetrating manner in an earlier general conference see andrew jenson in
ninetieth semiannual conference oforthethe church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof latter saydaysny saints salt
lake city the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1920 66 67

5 jenson was able to deliver on the first part ofthisorthisof this promise identifying the num-
ber of missionaries in the following april 1927 general conference in his sermon on
that occasion after providing a detailed history of latter day saint missionary work he
indicated that from the time oftheodtheof the organisorgani7organizationatlon oftheodtheof the church until the close oftheodtheof the year
192635275 members had left church headquarters to serve missions but jenson added
if mission field converts who were ordained to the ministry and proselytedproselyter in their
native lands were added to that number the total would be over 70000 see andrew
jenson in ninety seventh annual conference of the church ofoflesuslesusjesus christ oflatterof latterdatter day

saints salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1927 71

6 As an elderly third generation latter day saint jenson was aware of the empha-
sis presiding church authorities had given the word of wisdomofwisdorn over the years in 1866

the fifteen year old jenson migrated with his family to utah about the same time presi-
dent brigham young began to stress word of wisdom observance with increasing fre-

quency from that period forward church leaders had alternately plead cajoled and
threatened noncompliantcompliantnon church members about word of wisdom lapses presidents
joseph F smith and heber J grant were especially vocal in their emphasis that word of
wisdom abstinence was a gospel requirement see thomas G alexander mormonism in
transition A history of the latter day saints 1890 190igo1930 urbana university of illinois
press 1986 258 71 and paul H peterson an historical analysis oftheodtheof the word ofwisoffisof wis
dom masters thesis brigham young university 1972

7 the brethren who preceded jenson in this general conference and who com-
mented in one way or another on the importance of word of wisdom observance
included president heber Jf grant who gave a lengthy talk on the rewrevelationlation presiding
bishopric counselor david A smith and M howard randall president oftheodtheof the morgan
utah stake after jenson spoke rey L pratt of the first council of seventy and elders

david 0 mckay and joseph fielding smith of the quorum of the twelve advanced
word of wisdom themes elder mckay s talk was a major address on how tobacco
stained human character altogether seven different general or local authorities
broached the word of wisdom during october conference of 1926 hardly an atypical
approach or pattern during the joseph F smith and heber J grant administrations

8 jensonsbensonsJensons analogy suggesting that both word of wisdomofwisdom observance and dutiful
record keeping suffered unless the brethren continually reminded the saints of such
responsibilities is interesting but misleading keeping both institutional and personal
records was never emphasized to the extent that word of wisdom observance was
indeed andrew jenson by a considerable margin was the foremost promoter and for
much of the time the only consistent advocate of record keeping during these years

9 were jenson alive today he would likely be disappointed that many local stake
ward and quorum records are no longer kept in 1973 local church units were informed
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it would no longer be necessary to send priesthood quorum and auxiliary minute
records to the historical division for record keeping purposes the rationale behind
this first presidency circular letter was that church growth and the concurrent growth
in the volume of records kept by units of the church necessitate a modification in
record keeping procedures four years later in 1977977 it was determined that stake dis-
trict ward and branch meeting minutes need not be forwarded to salt lake city for per-
manent storage in 1984 the first presidency indicated that wards and branches were no
longer required to prepare a historical record to be sent to church headquarters or the
area office stake district and mission historical records which presumably included
notable ward or branch events were retained see first presidency letters to stake mis-
sion and district presidents bishops and branch presidents august 202019731973 novem-
ber 231977 and april 2219841984 archives division historical department the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah in all these letters while reducing
the number of records to be forwarded the brethren continued to assert the importance
of keeping faithful institutional and personal histories obviously electronic record
keeping which clearly will minimize storage and space considerations and recent direc-
tives for concerted record keeping at the stake level offer intriguing possibilities for the
creation and retention of important records in the future
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new photographs of the alberta canada
temple site dedication 1913

richard neitzel holzapfel

president joseph FE smith and a group of other LDS church leaders
family and friends left salt lake city on july 231913 for canada during
their visit president smith dedicated the site for the cardstonbardstonCardston temple the
first LDS temple outside the united states president smithsmiths s stay in the mor-
mon settlement of bardstoncardstonCard ston alberta canada was captured in a series of
photographs recently discovered in canada

provenance of the photographs

the first collection was found in the possession of norma grace
litchfield smith see fig i1 for one of the images in this collection 1 the
collections eight images are mounted on a black board measuring 193419

inches by534by 15 inches 2 the blackboardblack board identified as souvenir ofofcardstoncardstonbardstonCardston
temple site dedication was copyrighted by the arthur I1 henson photo
studio in 1913

3

A second collection of photographs located at the university of utah
see fig 2 for one of the images from this collection was originally identi-

fied as taken at the time of the dedication of the cardstonbardstonCardston alberta taber-
nacle 4 the recent discovery of the photographs in canada and subsequent
research has demonstrated beyond a reasonable doubt that these two col-
lections of images both derive from the dedication of the temple site

historical context of the photographs

A large contingent of LDS church members from southern alberta a

group estimated at being between 1500150013001350 and 20002000 attended services held
in the alberta stake tabernacle on the temple block on july 271913 three
meetings were held in the tabernacle itself and following the afternoon meet-
ing another was held outside at the actual site dedication

like most photographs taken by a particular studio the actual photog-
rapher of these historic images is unknown even though they are copy-
righted by henson photo studio arthur T henson the owner of the
henson photo studio wrote in his autobiography 1 I was made stake organ-
ist for the alberta stake during this time the land for the new cardstonbardstonCard ston
temple was selected and I1 was given the assignment of leading the singing of
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the dedication of the site by pres joseph FE smith 5 henson s assignment
makes it likely that someone else working for him took the photographs

apparently local LDS church leaders asked all the young sunday
school children to attend the services specially dressed as seen in the view
of the crowd at the dedications see fig i1 this fact was verified by alma C

hanson who as a young woman was present at the services at 102 years of
age she recalled in august 1999 when we met in the tabernacle all the
sunday school children were dressed in white 166 she added we were all so
thrilled quite a solemn occasion a wonderful occasion 7 olive wood
nielson seven years old at the time similarly recalled being present in the
meeting dressed in white it was a happy day A special day 8 both women
played a significant role in verifying or identifying individuals in the photo-
graphs and confirming the historical setting of the images themselves

the alberta stake president edward J wood recorded his feelings on
the occasion in this diary entry the great day for canada the yreagreatesttest
day inin our history the day our temple site was dedicated we had 1329 at
our 10 AM meeting president smith president charles W penrose

bishop charles W nibley and geo A albert smith all spoke well and
the music was excellent 9

president wood also described the actual site dedication

we all went to the temple site and never did I1 attend an out door meeting like

it we formed a hollow square sang we thank thee oh god for a prophet
geo albert smith offered prayer we sang 0 ye mountains high and pres

smith offered the dedicatory prayer which was inspired indeed bishop nibley
spoke well and took a vote frofromgrom the hundreds present we sang our god we
raise to thee and closingdosing prayer offered by pres penrose 10

the cardstonbardstonCardston globe expanded beyond president wood s diary entry

at the conclusion of the afternoon servicesservices the officials and members ac
companiedcompaniescompanied by the choir proceeded to the site of the dedication for the
erection of the 250000 temple which isis to be built just west of the present
tabernacle the servicesservices were opened by the choir and congregation singing
a hymn and prayer was offered by pres penrose pres smith then led inin

frayerprayer officially dedicating the land to its holy purpose and giving his bless-

ing to the alberta stake of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
bishop nibley delivered a short address stating that the church was taking
a step which would mark an epoch inin the history ofofmormomsmmormonism inin canada
the servicesservices were concluded with a short prayer by apostle geo A smith
and an appropriate hymn by the choir 11

conclusion

the henson photo studio in cardstonbardstonCard ston took several photographs at the
dedication these rare photographs preserve a visual record of an imporimbor
tant moment in church history the event wrote president wood was
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indeed a red letter day for the church in canada for it was the day when
the site for the only LDS temple in the british empire was dedicated 12

richard neitzel holmHolnhoimholzapfelpfel richardricharclholzapfelbyueduholzapfelbyuedul is the photographic editor
at BYU studies and associate professor of church history and doctrine at brigham
young university

i1 norma grace litchfield smith obtained the collection of photographs in 1997
from ruth minor fromm who found them that year in her deceased husbands photo-
graphic collection moses fromm was a photographer in the cardstonbardstonCardston area for a num-
ber of years I1 recently donated these photographs with the consent of norma grace
litchfield smith to the archive division historical department the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as LDS church archives

2 the other photographs in addition to figure i1 attached to the souvenir of
cardstonbardstonCardston temple site dedication board are labeled as follows cardstonbardstonCard ston temple
photo taken from the official plans pres jos F smith pres smith speaking in
the tabernacle july 272719131913 pres smith and party at the conclusion of dedicatory
services on the temple site ist councillor thos duce pres ed J wood and
and2nd councillor sterling williams originally there was an additional mounted pho-
tographto now missing identified as cardstonbardstonCard ston tabernacle making a total of nine
photographs originally on the board A small photographic copy of souvenir of card
ston temple site is found in card pioneer home located at 337 main street cardstonbardstonCardston
alberta canada A comparison between this copy and the original large souvenir
board shows the missing image on the board to be one identified as opening of taber-
nacle cardstonbardstonCardston taken on may 181912

3 arthur thomas henson 18889851888 1985985 purchased the jake scott photo studio in
1904 and continued his photographic business in cardstonbardstonCard ston during the next eleven years
except while serving an LDS mission to england from 1910 to 1912 he eventually moved
to southern california where he died in 1985 like many other professional photogra-
phers at the time henson probably used employees to help him with his work so it is

not always possible to identify the specific individual responsible for the photographic
work another photographer in the area was john francis atterton 1875 1966 who
may have worked for henson part time atterton came to raymond alberta canada
around 1912 and was active in taking photographs during this period he purchased
henson s studio in 1916

4 george albert smith collection P 0036 numbers 150150 58 manuscripts divi-
sion J willard marriott library university of utah salt lake city

5 arthur thomas henson history of arthur thomas henson typescript
microfilm 212 albert henson collection 1885 1977 LDS church archives

6 alma coombs hanson interview by jeni broberg holzapfel and richard
neitzel holzapfel august 71998 cardstonbardstonCard ston alberta canada

7 hanson interview
8 olive wood nielson interview by richard neitzel holzapfel august 991999igggigge

cody wyoming
9 edward J wood diary microfilm holograph july 27 1913 edward james

wood collection 1866 1956 LDS church archives underlining in original
lo1010 wood diary july 271913
11 site ofnewofnerofnew temple dedicated by president joseph F smith cardstonbardstonCardston alberta

globe august i1 1913 i1
12 edward J wood years together 1892892 1952 typescript microfilm 7 LDS

church archives
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book reviews

RONALD W WALKER foreword by jan shipps wayward saints the
godbeitesGodbeites and brigham young urbana university of illinois press 1998

399 ppap illustrations bibliography notes index hardback 499549.954995 paper-
back 250025.002500

reviewed by dean L may

the godbeitesGodbeites were a group of mormon dissenters mostly of british
birth who in the 1870si8yos took strong exception to the communal economic
policies of brigham young and other leaders of the church so outspoken
was their criticism that most were eventually excommunicated several
after becoming attached to spiritualism this belief apparently served as a

surrogate for the excitement and zeal that they had experienced as new
converts to mormonism in britain but that they lost in the workaday world
of life in utahs zion

ronald walker s study is principally a collective biography of the most
prominent godbeitesGodbeites william S godbe after whom the movement was
named E L T harrison edward W tullidge fanny and thomas sten-
house amasa M lyman henry W lawrence and eli B kelsey this was
not a clique of inconsequential cranks in 1864 tullidge and harrison
founded the first literary journal in the region peep oday starting in
1868 godbe and harrison published the utah magazine and the next year
founded the mormon tribune which evolved into the salt lake tribune
T B H stenhouse published rocky mountain saints inin 1873 and in 1874 tell
it all the expose of mormonism by his wife fanny As a group the god
beites were extraordinarily accomplished in merchandising writing and
publishing certainly well placed among the intellectual and entrepre-
neurial elites ofutahof utah in their day

thus walker s study becomes much more than a collective biography
it provides a fascinating perspective on a critical decade in early utah his-
tory when the aging brigham young sought to complete the mission he
had taken upon himself to fulfill joseph smiths agenda Brigbrighamhainsharnss clear
aim in the last decade of his life was to set the church on a trajectory that
would extend josephs agenda into the future in spite of the distractions
that the railroad mining and federal antipolygamy laws would bring in
exploring the period through the lives of the godbeitesGodbeites walker offers us a

thoughtful and empatheticpatheticem description of utahs high noon standoff
between brigham young and the dissenters integral to that description is

209
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walker s exploration into the process by which an earnest group of mor
mons began to question their faith to seek for alternative spiritual under-
pinnings for their lives and ultimately to move towards a resolution of
stoic resignation an aspiritual end to a remarkable spiritual journey

their movement began modestly enough with these prominent mer-
chants who had long been working in a relatively laissez faire economy
coming out in opposition to brigham young s efforts started in the mid
i86os186os to restructure utahs economy along more communal lines walker
sees the fundamental rift as arising from two opposite models oftheodtheof the appro-
priate character of economic life an atavistic new england view that
admitted central control for communal good held by president young
and a capitalistic individualistic view held by the british converts and aris-
ing from newly industrializing britain As the godbeitesGodbeites became increas-
ingly strident and open in their opposition to brigham s policies however
they seemed drawn to seek a spiritual foundation for their opposition
which they found in the currently popular enthusiasm for spiritualism
communion with the dead through the agency of a human medium

during a trip to new york city in the fall of 1868 godbe and harrison
consulted a medium probably the renowned charles H foster
their medium claimed to call up the spirit of heber C kimball one of
brigham youngs closest friends and his counselor in the first presidency
of the church who had died that june in a series of seances they received
counsel and comfort from the voice of heber C kimball and went on to
receive subsequent revelations some of which they recorded from
joseph smith jr the ancient apostles peter james and john the great
german savant alexander von humboldt solomon and even jesus
christ the messages they claimed to have received confirmed them in
their stance against brigham young they affirmed that the beginnings of
mormonism were divine and that even president young had been an
instrument of spiritual powers in helping to gather an inspirational
people now prepared to receive further light through spiritualism godbe
and harrison thus found themselves at the vanguard of a new move-
ment that supposedly would help mormonism achieve its full potential as

an agent of human progress
returning to salt lake the dissenters refurbished their ailing

utah magazine and began at first subtly to lay the groundwork for the
new movement while opposing brighamsBrighams economic policies they also
argued that there was a great need for the counsel of the great spiritual and
intellectual ones who have for over six thousand years been passing away
and studying the divine science in higher realms 151 angered brigham
young forced the issue by calling harrison on a proselytizing mission har-
rison

harr-
isons s refusal to accept the call was accompanied by a direct attack against
brigham in the utah magazine brigham responded by convening a
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church court that excommunicated godbe and harrison undaunted the
two forged ahead in angry opposition to the church president and one by
one close friends and associates followed their lead some in a quietly
philosophical mode others in bitter opposition to the whole world of
mormonism though their commitment to spiritualism and the new
movement eventually waned most remained estranged from mormonism
some lived out their lives in utah and a few such as godbe eventually
regained status and respect in the mormon world only three william
shearman edward tullidge and charlotte ives godbe returned as active
believing members oftheodtheof the church

so what had their movement accomplished walker notes that utah of
the late 187os18os was dramatically changed from that of the gosaos6os rampant
commercialism was in force along with full blown development of mines
and mining extensive railroad building and much greater integration into
the national economy in effect the economic policies this group urged
were eventually realized and came to be acceptable to brigham young s

successors their dissent certainly encouraged these developments still it
would be a stretch to see them as principal agents of such change the
broader economic forces at work were inexorable and would have hap-
pened whether the godbeiteGodbeite protest had taken place or not their resis-
tance was hailed by some as courageous and farsighted but one cannot
help but see their subsequent lives as diminished and narrowed deprived
of the social context and of the energy and commitment that their conver-
sion had engendered and that they hoped in vain through the new move-
ment to recapture in some senses their story reads like a greek tragedy

walker skillfully interweavesinterweaverinterweaves his accounting of their lives providing a

narrative that is informative engaging and compelling his study is im-
peccablypeccably researched thoughtfully conceptualized and brightly written
making it not just a recitation of the chronology of the godbeiteGodbeite journey
but also a vehicle for thoughtful consideration of the meaning and place of
faith its power and its limits in our lives

dean L may deanrnaymccutahedudeanmayrnccutahedu is professor of history at university of
utah he received his phd in 1974 in history from brown university



CHRISTIAN GELLINEK christus in amerika mormonentum als christchrischrlschristlichechristuchelichetUche

religion in vergleichender kirchengeschichte munster germany agenda ver-
lag 199919991501999.150150 ppap foreword introduction bibliography paperback 24.802480 DM

1000100010.00 bromfrom BYU studies

reviewed by richard D hacken

A graphic on the cover of this german paperback juxtaposes the face

of the statue of liberty with an image of thorvaldsen s sculpture christus
the title translates as christ in america mormonism as a christian reli-
gion in comparative ecclesiastical history on closer reading we realize
that the question forming the first part of the title christ in america is

not asked with the incredulity and indignation we might expect in a euro-
pean expose of yet another sect it is posed with the positively charged
curiosity of an author writing for a society that often understands theologi-
cal differences in geographical terms in that sense and with alternate
sociohistoricalsociohistorical philosophical and figurative approaches to the central
question the author is able to give a positive answer going beyond the
obvious and welcome reference in the subtitle to the LDS church as a
christian religion in his final summation he calls the church a powerful
pacesetterpacesetter of christianity on its path to illumination 141

the author who came to this unusual conclusion certainly unusual
for a non mormon german critic has a remarkable interdisciplinary
background that includes training in civil and ecclesiastical law at gottingeng5ttingenrottingenGottingen
and a phd in german from yale he has taught at various institutions in
germany switzerland poland canada and the united states in disci-
plines as far ranging as latin medieval german literature comparative
urban history peace research and migration studies he is well known for
his biography of hugo grotius in fact he states in the foreword that only
by studying the literary elements of grotiuss elegant jurisprudence and
theology was he able to make ecclesiastical parallels to the standard works
of mormonismofmormonism

after living well over two decades in the united states and spending
the fall 1998 semester at brigham young university as a visiting professor
professor emeritus gellinek demonstrates a fair minded openness to the
concept of contemporary revelatory religion he has gained a perspective
on the mormon church that is distinctly different from the general under-
standing and misunderstanding in his native germany the stated pur-
pose of his book is to help clear away misconceptions and cliches about
mormonism for well educated people in the german speaking world
to this end there is a balanced bibliography 142 46 listing literature in
german dutch and english that ranges from the standard works and

212
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dean jesseeslesseesjessesJeslessees the papers of josephofloseph smith to a recent swiss german title that
compares the church to a cancerous tumor

although they are not the target audience for christus in amerika
LDS members who know both german and their own religion well will
find certain accent shifts that may offer new and refreshing insights one
is the aforementioned affinity to hugo grotius the father of international
law in an anthropological treatise of 1642 de origine gentium america
narum dissertatiodissertationDissertatio grotius allegedly postulated that emigrants from the
house of israel had populated the americas one group among them
the nephtalitaeNephtalitae practiced circumcision and polygamy as grotius
claimed to the derision of his contemporaries 72 73 another fore-
runner of the restoration william penn published a little known pam-
phlet in 1674 entitled urimarim and thummim 65 67 also of interest is a
short section on posthumously published sociological commentaries of
max weber with regard to the mormonscormons 136 37 one example is weber s

refutation of sociology s capacity as a science to comment on the authen-
ticity of the book of mormon

the structural progression of the monograph leads through five

stages i1 church history in the broader ecclesiastical context 2 mor-
mon migration and settlement history 3 processes of change in the LDS
church 4 biographical vignettes of the church founders and 5 com-
parisonsparisons and summary it is an ambitious project for a book of under 150
pages and some major peaks the author s own metaphorical formula-
tion see p 127 are understandably brought into view more distinctly than
are secondary summits the third chapter turning points and conti-
nuity in LDS church history and the fourth the founding personali-
ties and their comparative accomplishments for mormon society are
the most detailed together taking up half oftheodtheof the book this reviewer would
have appreciated more depth in the areas of comparison and summation

yet gellineksGellineks analytical distillations can suggest a great deal with
very few words one example is his categorization of the first five presi-
dents of the church president smith bearing of spirit president young
pragmatism president taylor rigor president woodruff art of tran-

sitionsi and president snow openness to the world on a stewardship
spectrum from spirit to matter he theorizes that presidents smith and
taylor were of one human type presidents young and woodruff of
another with president snow in between 127 while some might argue
that these varying prophetic types only manifested themselves in the
face of changing historical needs and circumstances this theory does
provide some mental nougat

quite foreign to LDS sensibilities but not without a certain attrac-
tion is a discussion oftheodtheof the book of mormonofmormon and other standard works in
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traditional christian terms of apocrypha and canon the mormon canon
is not a hermetically sealed one gellinek finally concludes but a living
lebendig mediated message 20 his occasional references to LDS teach-

ings as dogma are likewise not meant in a pejorative sense a major part
ofhisochisofhis ecclesiastical comparison contrasts permanent calvinistic dogmatic
burdens to the doctrinal alleviations offered bybymormonismmormonism 134 35

it is rejuvenating to be reminded by an outside observer as we are
here in the careful and objectively erudite scholarship of christus in
amerika that the seeming simplicity of spiritual truths may on closer
examination possess an unappreciated profundity

copies ofthisorthisof this book maybe obtained iinexpensivelytensivelytensilely from BYU studies ed

richard D hacken is european studies biographer for the harold B lee library
at brigham young university he received his phd in german in 1975 from the uni-
versity of california at davis he can be reached through the BYU studies email
address byu studiesbyuedu



ARTHUR HENRY KING arm the children faiths response to a violent
world provo utah BYU studies 1998 xxiiixviii 347 ppap appendix index 219521.952195

reviewed by terrance D olson

the first precept I1 heard from the lips of arthur henry king was that
an author is revealed by his work attitudes prejudices morality commit-
ments all are unfolded in the works of any given author at the very least
this expanded and edited volume which draws upon arthur henry king s

earlier work the abundance of the heart I11 reveals the man without being
overtly autobiographical yet even his name unfolds key points of his aca-
demic and personal history arthur a king a legend henry the king echoes
of shakespeare As a shakespearean scholar he was unmatched if this
work reveals the man he was a man of firm convictions of great humility
and of guilelessness he made the historical the cultural the philosophi-
cal accessible in this book this convert to the LDS faith affirms the life
changing experience of finding the restoration of the gospel and then
draws upon the understanding brought by it to recast the meaning of aca-
demic inquiry tradition judgment language education effective writing
and wholeness king perhaps best described here as brother arthur
henry king reveals how relentlessly transforming the fact of the res-
torationto is his work invites the reader to see everything as measured by
the gospel ofjesusof jesus christ whether the simplest issues of ofeverydayeveryday life or the
larger themes permeating a culture the work prompts reflection and re-
newal after it has been devoured

king s conversion story sets the stage in both personal history and
testimony for the credibility of the rest of the chapters his was not a life
that skimmed the surface nor waded in shallow water his reaction to aca-
demic life prior to his conversion his finding so many ideas and ap-
proachespro aches wanting parallels the spiritual quest of a C S lewis he offers
quick summaries of situations and contexts in order to get to the point that
the world needed a restoration of religious truth for example upon ar-
rival at cambridge he found a generation trying to make the experience
of literature and the other arts a substitute for religion 30 but they can-
not replace religion because oftheodtheof the difference between science and religion
11 the ideas we have about the physical universe change it is the moral and
religious truths that are permanent 31 he found that modern world
culture has socially denied the virtue of the individual it is reducing
human beings to a mechanism it has allowed power to proliferate without
control and it has also allowed moral behavior to decline without control
6060 in other words without the restoration confusion is abundant with
the restoration wholeness is possible
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king also offers generalizations that serve as both starting points and
conclusions regarding issues and answers principles and practices

today we are living in a world that having gone down from religious
principles is looking for an escape that is why we have drugs and gam-
bling they are a substitute they are a means ofbeingofbeing able to endure a life

that is unendurable outside the gospel my own experience is that life is

unendurable outside the gospel that is the kind of thing that we have to get
home to our young people 63

it is not possible to live at the level that the lord requires except through reli-
gion leave a society to act on the moral level and it will decline as society in
the west during the last two hundred years has declined 145

in spite of criticizing many aspects of modern culture and of contem-
porary academic life king has not abandoned the world he seeks to
sound the trumpet of alarm with clarity he knows that we came to earth
to do god s will and that it is possible to do so but the opposition to the
simplicity of truth is everywhere we are to address this world gone awry
then correct it and revise it consequently king uses current issues to illus-

trate his vision of how the world should and could be if only we would be
true gospel obedience knowledge and understanding relate to patrio-
tism friendship identity in a tradition language and rhetoric literature
education writing and family history children deserve to be armed with
this understanding lest they become of the world

president gordon B hinckley recently defended the churchschurche involve
ment in educational institutions such as BYU and ricks college by ex-
plainingplaining that while we can t help everyone receive an education at a church
school the value of the enterprise justifies the church helping as many as
possible 2 some had wondered whether it matters that we help anyone at
all arthur henry king s general assessment of universities affirms the need

I1 have been a member of several universities and I1 have visited some
two hundred and I1 can assure you that the outstanding feature oftheodtheof the faculty
of universities is an extraordinary immaturity that springs from self regard
the praise given by others arrogance the belief in ones own powers any of
these things will bring it about it is more difficult to grow up when one
is clever 272

in contrast king offers a foundation for the idea of a mormon uni
versityhersity 271

on the other hand there is the mormon tradition for us all learning is

for gods sake not for its own sake As soon as we speak of learning for its
0own sake we set up learning as an idol independent of god the mormon
tradition is supremely one of work work for the lord and others service
work is the second great virtue caring or love is the first and work should
spring from caring the object of a mormon university must be to build the
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kingdom of god to serve the church in the full sense of what that implies
because we believe in the church because we believe it to be the most impor-
tant organization on this earth because we believe it to be the instrument of
gods will because we believe that christ is its head we must therefore
believe that any organization that the church sets up must finally and ulti-
mately serve the church we are servants in that full sense oftheodtheof the word as it is

used in the new testament 273

kings philosophy is resonant with president hinckley s affirmation of the
value of a church education

king s statement of how a church university should be founded on
the mission oftheodtheofthe church is then used by king to suggest that BYU for all the
good it does has not arrived king suggests the BYU community has work
to do if it is to be true to the purposes for which it was founded and if it
is to fulfill the goal of offering an education in the restoration to as many
as can be helped

this book is encyclopedic in its organization which is logical given
that it is a presentation of thoughts given at various times and in diverse
settings but the editors have honed an offering that is consistent in tone
focus and purpose that is the reader could take a topic almost at ran-
dom and by reading the chosen chapter be exposed to the fundamentals
essential to understanding the issues of that topic the ideas are rigorous
and elegant however the two crucial chapters for those who want a
springboard for understanding the whole of the book are the first chapter
and the story of kings conversion for they provide a map to understand
wherew the author is coming from or more directly a reason for the hope
that is in him JST i peter 315

finally I1 have reflected on whom this book is for arm the children
sounds like a call to parents and teachers but it is neither a parenting
book nor an educational handbook faiths response to a violent world
suggests it is a manual on turning principles into practices but it is not a

book which brandishes skill building or gaining knowledge as a means of
making one s way in the world the depth and breadth of the book is that
it is an expression of a man whose way ofbeingof being in the world unfolds by his
reflections on how the restored gospel transforms the meaning of everyday
life and ofourolourofour grand purposes here our salvation and our happiness hinge
on being persons of commitment to light and truth the world seems con-
stantly to offer counterfeits to that light the pure hearted can tell the diff-
erence when those seeking to be pure in heart raise children teach in
homes and schools are administrators in organizations or seek to under-
stand art literature or language they see possibilities and understandings
to which the worldly are blind arthur henry king offers a light which
helps illuminate one measure of his success is that by the end of the book
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the reader discovers he or she has been turned not to the author but to
christ not to procedures policies or rules but to the grand invitation to
see earthly experience by being in the restoration

we regret to note the departure ofarthurofarthur henry king from this world on janu-
ary 155 20002000 ed

terrance D olson tdoemailbyuedu is professor of marriage family and
human development at brigham young university he received his phd in marriage
and family living in 1973 from florida state university

1 arthur henry king the abundance oftheodtheof the heart salt lake city bookcraft 1986

2 gordon B hinckley why we do some of the things we do ensign 29
november 1999 52 53
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from jerusalem to zarahemlaZarahemla literary to gehislehis journey in the wilderness for
and historical studies of the book of example through a detailed word study
mormon by S kent brown provo of the pertinent terms used in i1 nephi
utah religious studies center brown comes to the surprising conclu-

sionbrigham young university 1999999 that lehi and his family experienced
a period of servility 59 in their experi-
encethe ten scholarly studies collected in in the wilderness such studies raise

this volume represent a harvest of almost a very important issue regarding the
two decades of close and careful reading proper usage of hebrew word studies
of the book of mormon in these studies in book of mormon scholarship some
kent brown draws on his training and readers may disagree with browns con-

clusionsexperience in biblical studies applying clusions in this study but then again they
methodologies long used in the reading might not ever read this section in the
of biblicalofbiblical texts to the texts oftheodtheof the book of same way again
mormon with surprising and satisfying this collection deserves careful atten-

tionresults he asks questions of the book of As described by the author these
mormon and finds that the text often studies set out the dimensions and com-

plexitiescontains much evidence that has previ-
ously

of the book of mormon record
been overlooked the answers without being attempts to finalize what

brown finds are always insightful can or cannot be known about a subject
six oftheodtheof the studies were previously pub-

lished
x they invite us to read the book of

in various places and appear here mormon more closely and they provide
significantly revised with updated bibli-
ographies

useful models for future scholarly work in
these include a discussion of book of mormon studies

lehisgehis record the now classic study of the david R seely
exodus pattern in the book of mormon
a study of six elements of almas con-
version story traceable throughout his
sermons the identification and analysis A lively hope the suffering death
of propheticofprophetic lament forms in the words of resurrection and exaltation oflesusof jesus
samuel the lamanite an article on jesus christ by richard neitzel holzapfel
visit to the americas and a compari-
son

bookcraft 1999
of moses and jesus readers will

appreciate having these articles together A lively hope might be called a medi-
tationin one volume on the death and resurrection of

the four new studies will undoubtedly christ based on the text of the four
lead to further discussion readers of the gospels though not exactly a commen-

tarybook of mormon will find here new and the volume nevertheless follows the
sometimes unexpected insights about commentary format the work is divided
important issues the nature of the sacri-
fices

neatly in two the first half considers the
offered by lehi in the wilderness passion narratives the second the resur-

rectionwhy nephi chose to include isaiah in his narratives holzapfel discusses
writings the possible legal aspects of the each gospel separately but avoids repeti-

tionabducted lamanite daughters in mo-
siah

by treating major subjects only once
2020 and the meaning of the terms referring from the other narratives to the

sojourn dwell and stay in relation main discussion in addition after an
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introductory summary of the develop an apparent lack of copyeditingcopyediting never
ment of gospel harmonization and can thelesstheleustheless holzapfel has written an enjoy
omzationonizationionizationomzation holzapfel a member of the able and thought provoking book one
brigham young university religion fac that isis to be recommended
ultyalty makes an eloquent argument for robert L maxwell
studying and evaluating each gospel on
its own merit rather than attempting to
harmonize or build a parallel structure
therefore the structure of his book isis neinelneinel new genesis a mormon reader on land
ther a harmony nor a parallel 4 6 and community edited by terry temterntermtemm

A notable strength of this book isis its pest williams william B smart and
treatment of the original greek of the gibbs smith gibbs smith 1998

gospels the original language of the text
often has bearing on Holzapholzapfefsholzapfelsfeisfels under perhaps no political issueissue isis more
standing of the scripture he isis also often divisive inin the mountain west mormon

sympathetic with modern biblical textual community than environmental conser

criticism rather than suspicious of it as isis vation new genesis a mormon reader on

sometimes the case with LDS biblical land and community isis a collection of
scholarship and he frequently shows essays that represent a wide spectrum

how LDS belief and non LDS biblical of mormon viewsviews on conservation ex
eluding only the advocates of unre-
strained

be leastcriticism may compatible or at
not mutually exclusive for example he development this collection

may help to ease tensions among disnotes that the most reliable early manu
parate stakeholdersstakeholders inin utah s open spacesscripts of mark do not include 16916 9 2200

the predominant nature oftheodtheof the essaysand therefore current scholarship gener
is autobiographical inin most the authorally does not accept these verses as part of
sets out to tell or illustrate the roots andthe text however he points out that such
meaning of his or her conservation ethic

a conclusion should not per se cause diffi-
culties

many of the stories are grounded ininwith latter day saints who believe
family history and making

the bible to be the word ofgodofgod only as far experience
the collection a valuable contribution to

as it isis translated correctly leaving open utah history as well some of the essay
the possibility of incorrect transmission istsests address certain aspects of the utah
of the text 170 he isis also not afraid to mormon paranoia about federal inter
challenge accepted beliefs as when he ventionbention and control that manifests itself
debates the claim that the trial of jesus inin an unwillingness to control growth
was illegal 44 45 even when its destructiveness isis apparalpar

holzapfel isis known for his books of ent other authors recount the gradual
photographs of church history sites loss of the farms streams or wild spots
while A lively hope has only one illustra of their youth
tion the text itself contains wonderfully the mormon tent shelters both those
visual descriptions of the geography of who love the land for itself and those who
the holy land particularly noteworthy viewview development as the prime good
isis the description of christ s route to however advocates of conservation have
gethsemane 133 34 often felt excluded from the dialogue on

the discussion of the resurrection resource use many of the essays probe
narratives isis the weakest section with the pain of authors who unravel the
only a few pages devoted to each gospel tightly woven fabric of mormon history
the work isis also somewhat marred by and culture separating the threads of
typographical errors and the repetition stewardship and conservation from those
of phrases which may be attributed to of economiceconomic growth and development
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no coherent vision of a mormon
environmental ethic emerges from this
collection of essays the issue is too com-
plex for that the essays are a group of
early attempts at defining an LDS en
vironmentalvironmental ethic not as a doctrinal
matter but as part of our cultural heri-
tage the collection is enlightening
thought provoking and immensely in
te resting a valuable contribution to
the budding dialogue on conservation
in the LDS community

constance K lundberg
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hroughbrough the personal histories of east german saints behind the ironTthrough
curtain brings to life a chapter ofofldsoflasLDS church history that cannot be

missed witness these excerpts from two latter day saints showing their
perserveranceperserverance and faith

we started to walk along the riverriver away from the death and destruc-
tion we were part of a pilgrimage of thousands of people who were
tired and homeless and inin shock the injured remained behind lining
the path

dorothea condie

sister herod pulled out a long stocking from behind a kitchen cabinet
and began untying several knots she made a dish of her hands and
filled them with money from the stocking this is my tithing even
though it has been twentyfivetwenty five years I1 knew that the priesthood
would visit me some day

gunterginterminterwinter schulze
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I1 itten by maya nobles the mythic section of popol vuhauh presents theWwrittenreligious traditions of an ancient mesoamericanMeso american people many of
these beliefs were current during the book of mormon era and popol
vuhauh s account of the creation has parallels in LDS scripture

this new translation by LDS ethnographer alienallenailen christensonchristens on is the
first to uncover the fullfallfulifail poetic structure of the popol vuhauh including its
extensive use of chiasmschiasmus similar to those discovered in the book of mor-
mon christenson reveals popol VWss true nature as the eloquent creation
of master poets with a sophisticated literary heritage



BYU studies and the joseph fielding
smith institute for latter day saint history
are proud to announce a new LDS disser-
tation series

during the last several decades doctoral
candidates have written dissertations on
many important mormon history topics
but all too often their works have resided
only at the institution for which they
were written or on a few researchers
bookshelves

now these works are available to all in at-
tractive newly typeset paperback editions

instituteiinstitutedINSTITUTE I

subscriber price 179517.951795

A study of the origins of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints in the states of new york and pennsylvania
larry C porter

the author carefully delineates the dynamics offof osephjosephoffoseph smiths life and movement
in the context of the infant years of the church an era whose documented treatment
has been in some ways previously obscure and sketchy his study also examines the
social and religious contexts in which the church was organized and analyzes the types
of early members who were attracted to the religion

A history of the latter day saints in northern missouri from 1836 to 1839

leland H gentry

learn the details of the settlement troubles and expulsion of the latter day saints
from northern missouri 1836 1839 since its original publication in 1965 this work
has remained a standard reference work for serious historians carefully written and
copiously footnoted this study draws heavily on timeless primary sources as it probes
the leading causes for the mormon war in missouri

A call to arms the 1838 mormon defense ofofnorthernnorthern missouri
alexander L baugh

As united states citizens latter day saints in missouri had every right to take up
arms to defend themselves particularly when local and state officials failed or refused
to intervene in their behalf while there was wrongdoing especially on the part of
some mormon extremists this study contrary to other recent interpretations places
the balance of responsibility for this antagonism heavily and decisively on the side of
the missouriansMissourians



BYU STUDIES

BRIGHAM YOUNG university NONPROFIT

403 CLYDE BUILDING organization

PROVOUTAH 84602 US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT no 49

PROVOUTPROVO UT 84601


	BYU Studies
	Front Cover
	i

	Title Page
	1

	Subscriber's Notice
	2

	Editorial Page
	3

	Table of Contents
	4
	5

	East to West through North and South: Mormon Immigration during the Civil War
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	Wyoming, Nebraska Territory: Joseph W. Young and the Mormon Emigration of 1864
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50
	51

	Earth Writing
	52

	Joseph Smith and the Problem of Evil
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65

	A Few Questions-Involving Pears-for My Newborn Son
	66

	A Gathering Place: Russian Week at the Stockholm Sweden Temple
	67
	68
	69
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89

	Vignettes of Temple-Bound Russians
	90
	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105

	Oliver Cowdery's Vermont Years and the Origins of Mormonism
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129

	Wilford Woodruff and Zion's Camp: Baptism by Fire and the Spiritual Confirmation of a Future Prophet
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146

	We Also Marched: The Women and Children of Zion's Camp, 1834
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158
	159
	160
	161
	162
	163
	164
	165

	Towards a History of Provo
	166

	"Journal of the Branch of the Church of Christ in Pontiac,...1834": Hyrum Smith's Division of Zion's Camp
	167
	168
	169
	170
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181
	182
	183
	184
	185
	186
	187
	188

	Self-Discovery
	189
	190
	191
	192
	193

	Andrew Jenson Chides the Saints
	194
	195
	196
	197
	198
	199
	200
	201
	202
	203

	New Photographs of the Alberta Canada Temple Site Dedication, 1913
	204
	205
	206
	207
	208

	Wayward Saints: The Godbeites and Brigham Young by Ronald W. Walker
	209
	210
	211

	Christus in Amerika? Mormonentum als christliche Religion in vergleichender Kirchengeschichte by Christian Gellinek
	212
	213
	214

	Arm the Children: Faith's Response to a Violent World by Arthur Henry King
	215
	216
	217
	218

	Brief Notices
	219
	220
	221

	End Matter
	222
	223
	224
	225



