
rhetorical forms specifically. The remain-
ing three chapters treat individual forms,
classified as “forms of repetition,”
“forms of parallelism,” and “miscella-
neous forms.” Each of these chapters is
divided into short sections illustrating
various ancient rhetorical devices (for
example, anaphora, epistrophe, polysyn-
deton, chiasmus, and so on). Individual
sections define the term and give illustra-
tive examples from the Bible and Book of
Mormon. “Anaphora,” for example, is
defined as “repetition of the same word or
phrase in several successive clauses,” and
 Nephi :– is given as an example. It
consists of nine phrases, each beginning
with “Wo unto” (–). In addition to
quoted examples, Elder Pinnock also cites
in each section numerous further Book of
Mormon and Bible examples for the
reader to examine.

While this will be a useful tool for a
nonscholarly Latter-day Saint audience
(there are numerous better handbooks
and dictionaries of literary devices, but
these do not directly apply themselves to
Latter-day Saint scripture), there is some
risk that this same lay audience may mis-
understand what is going on. Thus some
caution may be warranted. First, the non-
scholarly audience must analyze these
forms as they appear in the English text of
the scriptures, which is not the form in
which the scriptural authors originally
wrote. Elder Pinnock briefly mentions
translation problems (), but however
well translated a text may be, original
forms are always somewhat obscured by
the translation process itself, and new
forms are introduced by the translator.
Obviously, there are limitations in the
serious analysis of literary forms in trans-
lated texts. Second, a general reader may
be left with the impression that these
forms are uniquely Hebrew forms, when
in fact they were used in nearly all the lit-
erature of the ancient world, and indeed
many of them continue to be used in
modern literatures. Most of the forms
discussed by Elder Pinnock are Greek or
Latin forms as well as Hebrew.

On the other hand, the main point of
this and similar studies is that it is
unlikely that an unlettered farm boy such
as Joseph Smith would have used so many
elaborate rhetorical devices—widespread
in ancient times but perhaps not so com-
mon in the usage of nineteenth-century
upstate New York—in producing the
Book of Mormon, unless he were in fact
translating an ancient text. And like other
similar studies, this attractive volume
demonstrates that point well enough.

—Robert L. Maxwell

Encyclopedia of Latter-day Saint History,
edited by Arnold K. Garr, Donald Q.
Cannon and Richard O. Cowan (Deseret
Book, )

Those who thought the four-volume
Encyclopedia of Mormonism (New York:
Macmillan, ) would be the last word in
the encyclopedic treatment of Mormon
topics will be pleasantly surprised by Garr,
Cannon, and Cowan’s recently published
Encyclopedia of Latter-day Saint History.
While the former is knowledge in depth on
a wide range of historical, religious, and
cultural subjects, the latter provides the
reader with (as the editors state) “a conve-
nient, one-volume reference work” pre-
senting “accurate, concise, and readable
articles on a wide variety of Church history
topics” (vii). With more than , entries
from  plus contributors, this work
paints—in broad brushstrokes—the his-
tory of the Latter-day Saints in a straight-
forward, succinct style.

Just how succinct this treatment is can
be judged by the entries on “Blacks” in
both encyclopedias, which were both con-
tributed by Jessie Embry, with Alan
Cherry as co-author of the Encyclopedia of
Mormonism entry. In the earlier, four-vol-
ume work, the article contains approxi-
mately , words. In this current
volume, the treatment has been pared to
about  words. That is not to say that
this work is merely an abridgment of the
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four-volume set. Although this new vol-
ume obviously benefited from the former
work, which is now out of print, it also
contains entries on people, places, issues,
and events not covered in the earlier ency-
clopedia.

Contributors to this volume examine
the Church’s history in every part of the
United States, Canada, and over two hun-
dred other countries and territories
around the world. More than  bio-
graphical entries and essays cover those
who have served in the Church’s First
Presidency and Quorum of Twelve Apos-
tles as well as other selected General
Authorities and leaders. Sources are listed
for each entry, and cross-references are
found throughout the volume. The edi-
tors have appended a helpful Church
chronology to the encyclopedic listings,
along with a list of contributors. Unfortu-
nately, this latter list is of little utility
because the contributions of each writer
are not indicated in this listing. Nonethe-
less, this work lives up to the editors’
expectations: it is a concise, readable, and
handy one-volume (albeit a ,-page)
reference work—a book that would make
even former Assistant Church Historian
Andrew Jenson smile.

—Russell C. Taylor

Till Debt Do Us Part: Balancing Finances,
Feelings, and Family, by Bernard E.
Poduska (Shadow Mountain, )

If you worry about money, if you and
your spouse have conflicts over money, or
if you want help in removing the burden of
debt, then you must read Bernard E.
Poduska’s book Till Debt Do Us Part.

The roots of money problems fre-
quently reach outside of money itself.
They are actually behavior problems
manifested in money-related ways, and
behind the behaviors are deeply felt emo-
tions. Money problems will be resolved
most completely and readily when the

connections between emotions, behav-
iors, and money have been taken into
account. Thus, Till Debt Do Us Part puts
the arithmetic of balance sheets and bud-
gets within the context of feelings and
family relationships.

Within the broad guidelines of ten
financial principles, Poduska uses dis-
courses, exercises, case illustrations, ex-
amples, and worksheets to help explain a
variety of helpful concepts: how the
inherent family rules you bring to a situa-
tion affect finances, feelings, and relation-
ships; how communication, intimacy,
and finances are interrelated; how success
in getting out of debt depends on a recog-
nition of the behaviors that got you there;
how to use sound financial practices and
behaviors; how to get through the month
on the money you have; and how to build
stability into your plans for the future.

With regard to money management
within the context of interpersonal rela-
tionships and family life, there is not a
better resource and practical guide than
this book.

—Ivan F. Beutler

Historia de los Mormones en Argentina:
Relatos de pioneros, by Néstor Curbelo
(Buenos Aires, Memorias, )

The challenge of producing a local or
regional history of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints outside of the
United States is daunting, due generally to
a lack of available sources. Often one must
depend on locally available conversion
vignettes and biographical sketches of
members and leaders. A native Argentine,
Néstor Curbelo, who is a Church Educa-
tional System director, has done just that.
He has compiled a commendable Spanish-
language history of the growth of the
Church in Argentina by drawing heavily
on seventy-five oral interviews obtained
from critical participants and witnesses of
the growth of the Church across Argentina
over the past eighty years.
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