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for themselves in the former city of the 
Saints. The author also discusses the 
1860 establishment of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in the Midwest, and efforts by 
Emma, the Prophet Joseph’s widow, to 
create a new life for herself in Nauvoo.
 Bial goes on to accurately summa-
rize the history and growth of the LDS 
Church in the nineteenth and twenti-
eth centuries. Appropriately enough, 
he brings the story full circle and con-
cludes his history with a discussion 
of efforts, beginning in the 1960s, to 
restore Nauvoo. The author of several 
children’s histories, Bial has written an 
even-handed yet very sympathetic and 
moving history of Nauvoo. His book is 
appropriate not only for children but 
for anyone new to LDS history.

—John M. Murphy

The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the 
True Revolutionary Nature of the Teach-
ings of Jesus and How They Have Been 
Corrupted, by Obery M. Hendricks Jr.  
(New York: Doubleday, 2006)

Obery Hendricks Jr. is a professor of 
biblical interpretation at the New York 
Theological Seminary and an ordained 
minister in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. As a young man, 
Hendricks withdrew himself from 
Christian religions; his discovery of 
what he calls the “revolutionary Jesus” 
brought him back.
 This book analyzes Jesus’ teachings 
in light of the social, economic, and 
political conditions of his day. From 
this analysis, Hendricks outlines and 
explains seven political strategies that 
Jesus employed, namely: treat the 
people’s needs as holy, give a voice to 
the voiceless, expose the workings of 
oppression, call the demon by name, 
save your anger for the mistreatment 
of others, take blows without  returning 

them, and do not just explain the alter-
native but show it. In the latter half of his 
book, he applies these political strate-
gies as well as his own personal opinions 
to analyze and criticize current political 
practices in the United States.
 For readers interested in a non-LDS 
perspective of the role of Jesus and 
other biblical prophets as political revo-
lutionaries, this book will be especially 
interesting. In particular, the political 
critic who appreciates new, contempo-
rary, even controversial views of Jesus’ 
politics and their application in the 
world today will be rewarded.

—Saul A. Speirs

Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, 
ed. John Gee and Brian M. Hauglid, 
volume 3 in Studies on the Book of 
Abraham (FARMS: Provo, Utah, 2005) 

This volume’s twelve articles analyze 
the Book of Abraham, contributing 
significantly to needed research on 
this scripture. Most of the articles 
were presented at a FARMS confer-
ence in 1999 and are published now 
for the first time. Here serious schol-
arly study of the Book of Abraham 
is made accessible to nonspecialists. 
Topics covered include the historicity 
of the Book of Abraham, meanings 
and symbols in covenants, and liter-
ary aspects of the text.
 The first two articles deal with 
astronomy in the Book of Abraham.  
John Gee, William Hamblin, and Dan-
iel Peterson combine to argue skill-
fully, on six grounds, that the view 
of stars and of the heavens found in 
the Book of Abraham is completely at 
home in the geocentric cosmic view 
that held sway from the time of the 
Egyptians down to the time of Coper-
nicus, before the worldview became 
dominated by a heliocentric cosmology. 
J. Ward Moody, professor of physics 


