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Lot Smith: Mormon Pioneer and Ameri-
can Frontiersman, by Carmen R. Smith 
and Talana S. Hooper (Salt Lake City: 
Greg Kofford Books, 2018)

This extensive biography of prominent 
pioneer and Latter-day Saint Lot Smith 
was written by mother-daughter team 
Carmen R. Smith and Talana S. Hooper. 
Both have had previous interest and 
experience in writing history: Carmen 
Smith was awarded the Utah Historical 
Quarterly Editor’s Choice for her 1978 
report on the rediscovery of the Mor-
mon Battalion’s Lost Well, and Talana 
Hooper has published several family 
histories and compiled and edited a his-
tory of the people of Central, Arizona.

Their involvement in this biography 
began with Jim Smith, Lot Smith’s fifty-
second son, who was born six months 
after his father’s death and naturally had 
a deep interest in his father’s life. This 
interest carried on to Jim’s son Omer 
Smith, who continued the research and 
shared it with his wife and daughter, 
Carmen Smith and Talana Hooper. After 
Omer’s death, Carmen and Talana car-
ried on his work and compiled it into 
this biography. The personal, multi-
generational investment of the authors 
and their years of sacrifice to pursue this 
research enrich the biography and the 
readers’ experience with it.

The contents of the biography cover 
Lot Smith’s time as a member of the Mor-
mon Battalion; a minuteman in the Utah 
War; the color bearer general for the Nau-
voo Legion; captain of the Life Guards 
who helped rescue the Willie and Martin 
handcart companies; a Civil War captain; 
a missionary to the British Isles; the first 
sheriff in Davis County, Utah; one of the 
first settlers of Arizona; and the most 
feared gunman in Arizona.

Though Carmen Smith and Talana 
Hooper have personal connections to 
Lot Smith, they do not shy away from 

controversial topics such as polygamy, 
violence, and early settlers’ relationships 
with Native Americans. All of these top-
ics together make for an interesting and 
informative read. This book will appeal 
to readers interested in Church history, 
the Civil War, the history and settlement 
of Utah and Arizona, polygamist life in 
the nineteenth century, Native Ameri-
can history, and life on the frontier.

—Hannah Charlesworth

The Earth Will Appear as the Garden of 
Eden, edited by Jedediah S. Rogers and 
Matthew C. Godfrey (Salt Lake City: 
University of Utah Press, 2019)

The Earth Will Appear as the Garden of 
Eden is a collection of essays designed 
to introduce, review, illustrate, and pro-
mote research and scholarship on the 
environmental history of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
The book well accomplishes these pur-
poses in an honest and engaging fash-
ion. While essays in edited volumes 
such as this are often uneven in terms 
of the quality and the contribution they 
offer, each piece in this work is remark-
ably well written and significant. As the 
book’s introduction explains, Latter-day 
Saint environmental history is a rela-
tively new discipline, ripe with opportu-
nities and avenues for engagement. The 
introduction and Jedediah S.  Rogers’s 
opening essay constitute a wonder-
ful primer for anyone embarking on 
Latter-day Saint environmental history 
research—I found myself wishing I had 
had these articles when I first began to 
dabble in the discipline. 

The remainder of the volume is 
divided into three parts. Part 1 contains 
two essays, one by Sara Dant and the 
other by Thomas Alexander, a pioneer 
in this genre of history. These essays 
chronicle the history of environmental 
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ethos, teachings, and practices that 
have prevailed among Church mem-
bers and leaders over time and invite 
readers to assess their own understand-
ing of the topic.

Part 2 contains four essays that focus 
on the Church’s theology and its inter-
action with culture, geography, and 
the environment. In this section, Mat-
thew C. Godfrey explores the Church’s 
concept of Zion and how its placement 
and establishment have impacted the 
environment. Brett D. Dowdle reviews 
the social, cultural, and environmental 
challenges faced both by early mission-
aries to Britain and by British con-
verts in Nauvoo. Richard Francaviglia 
next offers a fascinating discussion of 
what maps produced by early Church 
members reveal about Church environ-
mental history and perceptions. Betsy 
Gaines Quammen concludes part  2 
with an exploration of the historical, 
theological, cultural, economic, and 
environmental issues surrounding the 
establishment of Zion National Park.

Part 3 is a delightful anthology 
of articles covering a broad range of 
Church environmental history and 
issues. Jeff Nichols discusses the envi-
ronmental and theological history of 
the livestock industry in Utah. Brian 
Frehner reviews the environmental his-
tory of irrigation in Utah and the chal-
lenges that controlling water created 
for the early Saints. Brian Q. Cannon 
follows with insights into the reason-
ing behind and environmental issues 
created by the Church’s early efforts to 
establish new agricultural settlements 
throughout the Intermountain West 
and how those efforts fostered federal 
land use regulation. Nathan N. Waite 
next provides an overview of the histor-
ical theology and culture of gardening 
among Church members and the envi-
ronmental issues that have contributed 

to it. Rebecca K. Andersen concludes 
part  3 with a serious look at the envi-
ronmental impact of aggregate mining 
in Utah and its interaction with the 
Church and its historical sites. 

The volume concludes with two 
essays. The first is an epilogue by 
another pioneer in the discipline, 
George B. Handley, that provides a 
summary of what he has observed 
over the years regarding the Church’s, 
and Church members’, stances on, atti-
tudes about, and actions toward caring 
for Creation. His essay gives hope for 
a future of responsible environmental 
stewardship. The closing essay by Elder 
Marcus B. Nash poignantly illustrates 
that hope and direction as he invites 
members of the Church to be environ-
mentally careful and wise as we use and 
live on this earth God created for us. 

—Terry Ball

Life beyond the Grave: Christian Inter-
faith Perspectives, edited by Alonzo  L. 
Gaskill and Robert L. Millet (Provo, 
Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham 
Young University, 2019)

As suggested in the title, Life beyond the 
Grave is a compilation of perspectives 
about the afterlife from a range of Chris-
tian denominations. The book’s con-
tents were taken from a 2016 academic 
conference hosted at Brigham Young 
University. Titled “Beyond the Grave: 
Christian Interfaith Perspectives,” the 
ecumenical conference was designed to 
build understanding among Christian 
groups. Editor Robert L. Millet noted 
on the conference, “There has been no 
effort whatsoever to ignore theological 
differences between the various tradi-
tions, nor was it ever expected that a 
presenter compromise in the slightest 
what he or she holds to be true. . . . We 




