The Canonization
of the Books of the New Testament
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The Canonization
of the Books of the New Testament

Explanation

At first, the books of the New Testament were individually composed and circulated.
Only later were they collected and combined together. It is unknown when or where this
process of collection began. Gradually, a great controversy arose as to which books should
be included in the New Testament and which omitted. The standard for inclusion became
the authority of the author and the authenticity of the authorship. The issue came to a
head in the fourth century when prominent churchmen, entire churches, or general councils
of Christians held differing opinions about what books should continue to comprise the
New Testament. Chart 18-5 lists gospel writings known to have been included by various
people as accepted books. Many books received widespread approval; others were accepted
only in certain areas. Those meeting the criteria of particular councils or churchmen came
to constitute the “canon” or “rod of scriptural integrity.” The books that survived the critics
of the fourth century in a canonized state are today’s New Testament.
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