Two Rare Missouri
Documents

Peter Crawley*

Few contemporary Mormon imprints exist that deal with
the Missouri phase of Mormon history, and those that do are
invariably great rarities. Photographs of two such imprints
are reprinted here, each of particular importance to the history
of the Latter-day Saints. The first is an extra issue of the
Church newspaper of the time.

The Evening and the Morning Star. Extra. Kirtland, Ohio,
February, 1834.

Broadsheet 31.7 x 24.2 cm. In three columns.

This broadsheet reprints a circular that was originally
printed in Missourt, most likely at the office of the Liberty
Upper Missourr Enquirer, late in December 1833 or early in
January 1834. No copy of the original is known to have
survived. It 1s known that a copy was sent by the elders in
Missour: along with the 10 April 1834 petition to the Presi-
dent of the United States, and, fortunately, another copy was
mailed to Oliver Cowdery, who was editing The Evening and
the Morning Star in Kirtland, Ohio. He immediately issued
the February 1834 Star Extra that contains the text of the
Missouri circular, together with two of his own comments.
Parley Pratt, Newell Knight, and John Carrill [Corrill] signed
the circular over the date 12 December 1833. An examination
of the text shows that it largely agrees—at a number of points
word for word—with the corresponding part of Parley P.
Pratt's Hizstory of the Late Persecution (Detroit, 1839). Since
it 1s unlikely that Pratt, a mature writer by 1839, would copy

#*Dr. Crawley is professor of mathematics at Brigham Young University.
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another’s writing, this suggests that Parley Pratt actually wrote
the circular and incorporated parts of it in his later work.

The importance of the circular is that it is the earliest
comprehensive account of the Mormon expulsion from Jack-
son County. It i1s also a bibliographical milestone, marking the
entrance into print of Parley P. Pratt, one of Mormondom's
most gifted writers.

Only two copies of the Extra are known to be extant.
One 1s bound with a complete file of The Lvening and the
Morning Star in the LDS Church Historical Department, and
the other 1s bound with the file of the Srar originally owned
by Newell K. Whitney and now in the Harold B. Lee Library
at Brigham Young University.

The second item reproduced here is more widely known:

Oration delivered by Mr. S. Rigdon, on the 4th of July,
1838, at lar West, Caldwell County, Missouri. [One-line
quotation.| Far West: Printed at the Journal Office. 1838,
12 pp. 18.7 cm.

The celebration of the l'ourth of July in Far West in 1838
signaled the beginning of the end of the Mormon com-
munity 1 Missourt. Forming m a long procession at 10:00
AM., the TFar West Saints marched to the accompaniment of
Dimick Huntington's band to the excavation for the new
temple, where the four cornerstones of the temple were laid
by the Church leaders. Then Sidney Rigdon mounted the
speakers’ stand and delivered the day's oration, which was
enthusiastically received by the crowd. Subsequently Rigdon's
oration was printed m pamphlet form on the Mormon press
in Far West and reprinted in some of the local Missouri
newspapers.

Six years thCI Jedediah M. Grant acknowledged that
Rigdon's oration "was the main auxiliary that fanned into
flame the burning wrath of the mobocratic portions of the
Missourians.”' The oration was certainly inflammatory; but
more 1mportant, it was put into print to be read and reread,
gﬂwnmnw both Mormons and Missourians.

Jedediah M. Grant, A Collection of Facts Relative to the Cuonrse Taken
by Llder Sidney Rizdon i the Stater of Obiro, Missours, Hlinois and
Pennsylvania. (Philadelphia: Brown, Bicking and Guilbert, Printers, 1844), p.
11.



504

Grant lays the responsibility for the oration squarely on
Rigdon. But it is clear from the reminiscences of Ebenezer
Robinson, the printer of the pamphlet, and the comments of
Joseph Smith in the Far West periodical Elders” Journal that
the oration had Joseph Smith’s approval.

Bibliographically, Rigdon’s oration 1s exciting inasmuch
as it is the only “book”™ printed by the Mormon press at Far
West. It is also a rarity, found in only four mstitutional
libraries: The Chicago Historical Society, Harvard University
Library, LDS Church Historical Department, and the Brigham
Young University Library.
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Photographs of these two documents by courtesy of Peter Crawley and Chad
Flake, Special Collections Librarian, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young
University. The Evening and the Morning Star issue originally in three columns
has been photographically enlarged (134% of original) and each column cut
to fit our page size. The photographically reduced picture on this page shows
tha three column format. The Oration is reproduced in actual size,
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FROM MISSOURI

OUR readers will recollect the frequent accounts pub-
hehed in the Star, concerning the outrage in Missouri,
and lest we night give them occasion to think, that w.
devole too large @ portioh of our columns to this suby et
Wi have issued this Ertra, containing a circular recently
received from our friends 1in the West, which corroborates
many items heretofore laid before the publie. 1t will be
seen, that the more part of the following, or the substane
of it, up to Dec. 15, has been previously published; but
out of respect to our friends in the West, and the justies
of their cause, we consider that 1t 1s no more than right,
that they should be allowed to speak for themselves upon
this awfnl and unheard of persecution in a republican gov-
ernment!

Facts concerning this afflicted people already before the
world, are sufticient to arouse the sympathy of every feel-
inc ieart, and cause every trwe republican to blush at the
Uy agrint, that men in our country areso destitute of human-
iy, as 10 ra 1se an oppressive hand.against any people for
tI ar religion! None, we presume to say, will tforbear to

'pat suech conduet, but those who are bound, more or
]EE'i by priestly influence!—[ Edvtor of the Star. |

1288388889
“THE MORMONS”
SO CALLED.

So various have been the reports, eoncerning this people,
that .1 attempt, at this time, to spread a few {acts in rela-
tior: ta their inhospitable reception, and final expulsion fraimn

Jacicon county by force of arms, may be unavailing.  But
thr  oh the solicitation of certain candid and intluential
me - s of this state, that there should be sent forth, a hane-
bil o eiling in a very brief manner, only the important
foi wes of their history 1 Jackson county, Missouri: the
wr - w5 note the follwing facts, passing over every incidont

©pL Thﬂ most important.  On the 25t July, 1731, about
si.. y men, women, and children, londed at Independence
linding, trom on boord the steamer Chicflain, Captain Shal-
cross.—1'hese were the first settlers of this people in Jack-
son connty.  From this time their emigration continued.
until their nnmimber beecame about tvselve hundred.  Asro
gards their integrity in ail their dealings with the world
thoir industrious habits, and total abstinence from publie
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cri:ne, and violations of the laws of the lands et snehindi-
viduals as are unconnected with the Jackson county moh,
and have personal knowled;re o, and dealingz with them,
sp a'cin this case: and aleo, the rocords ot the courts of
Jackson county.

What theti, a candid publie engiires, 1z the cause of their
ex'riardinary persecniions? - Flie answer is. their i be-
Liet” in the book of Mormon, and the articles and ¢ovenants
of their Chureh, as boing bronght forth by mmspirntion of
Almighty God.  In June, Ix32, this people establishad a
press in Jackaon eounty; and their first paper, entitled the
Lvening and the Morning Star, was published the same
month.  [n this paper, their faith and doetrines were fully
set thrth, and through this vehiele, the inhabitants of Jack-
gon county becana acquainted with them: and it those coin-
munications pnblished as revelations from Ged to this grn-
eration, are marvelous, the unusaal eirculation of all man-
ner of falschoad concerning this people, 19 equally marve-
lous.  As early as the spring of 132, wrften hand-hills
were posted up in varions parts of the county of Jackson,
warning this people to clear from the county: hut they were
unheeded.  In the saine season, a meeting of the citizens
of the connty was called, and a large colicction gathered.
which terminated with warnings, and wicked threats to
the leading men 1 the Church.  After stoning and brick-
batting their houses for several nights in sneeesgion, the
perscention abated in some degree, till the following fall;
when a certain man in the village of Independanee, whose
name was not divuleed till the summer of 1333, set fire to,
and burnt a large stack of hay, belonging to two of this
people.  Afler this, fow acts of violenee wore committed
openly by the populace, butcontinnal rumors ofa mischiev-
ons and wicked nature, too ineradible and trifling to be na-
med unong the intellizent part of commumty, were busily
circulated among the mmhabitants of Jackson county, and
had the desired effect. in exciting and enraging the illiter-
ato class acainst the Mormons. —One report was, that ““the
Mormons Tm,d doelared, that thev would have the land of
Jackson county, for the Lord had givenit to them, &e.’”’—
Another, that ¢‘‘the Mormons were tampering with the
Blacks of said county; and that they were, (to use thoir
terim,) colloguing with the Indiang,and exciting them to hos
tilitirs against the whites, &e.”"—>Most industriously were
roports of this nature daily sproad, while the Mormons wer:
cntreating for an open and leral Investigation into these
riumors.  But no such step would the leaders of this faction
consrnt to take; but, on the contrary made every effort to
fan the flames, till this demoniac spirit becaine general, and
4h-9r £ow who wished for priace, wove eompalled 1o he
mrmin, —Thus did the df‘:r-}:\-rﬂﬁti‘ﬂ hatred and malice against
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their religion rage, under covrnr of the aforesaid reports.
And foresecing that false impressions against this people
wore prevailing in adjoining countics, because of wicked
Iabrications, the conductors of the Star published an 2ddress
to the Church abroad, in the last July number, headed
““Free Ieople of Color,”” in which they particularly quoted
the two important scctions, 4 and 5, from th~ statuie laws
of Missouri, with a warning to the church, to “shun every
appearance of evil.””  This communication, being misrep-
resented by the leaders of the faction, hand-bills were im-
mediately siruck off, under date of 16th July, giving tull
cxplanation to every rational man of the views of this pen-
ple, m relation to the Blacks. 'The hand bhills were posted
up in the village of Independence, at sundry times, and im-
inediately pull~d down by the meb.  Abont this time, the
following not d circular was passing through the county
for signatures, which reads as follows:

[Thosx: of our rcaders who wish to peruse the above
inentioned document, we refer to the first number of the
Star, published in this place: the length of the article pro-
hibits its insertion in this extra.— Editor of the Star.]

At the time the foregoing circular was put into the
hands of the Morinons, there were between 70 and 100 sig:-
hatures to it; aniong the number were nanwes of the follow-
mg, viz. Henry Chiles, Attcriey, Russel Hicks, Attor-
ney, Hugh L. Brazeale, Attorney, Samuel Weston J. P.,
John Smith J. P., John Cook J. P., Lewis I'ranlklin, Jailor.
Thomas Pitcher, Lt. Colonel militia and constable, Gan
Johnson, James 1. Iiickinan, Samuel C. Owens, County
Clerk, S. D. Lucas Colonel of militia, Judee of Count
Court, John O. W.. Hambright, R. W. Cum:rings, Ind,
agent, Jones H. Flournoy P. M., Richard Siwpson, &ec.
Several other eirenlars, supposed to be of the same tenor as
the foregoina, were circulated thro’ thn county, and hun-
dreds of signatures obtained.  Pursuent to the last claus:
of said circular, the miob niet at the court-houze on the Q0ih
of JJuly, and from their apprarance, it beeame apparent that
nothing but the blood of this defoneeless prople woeuld ap-
pease their wrath, unless God, or tha Lxeentive of the Siqte
interposed.  But through the merey of God, the execention
of their threats was stayed, and July passed without blead-
shed.  The wicked and wauton mann-r, in which the print-
iz office of W. W. Phelps & Co. the type. and hooks then
publishing, the dwelling-house of =aid Phelps. and soine
turmtur», were destroyed: tagethar with the ihuman and
degrading treatinent of tarring and frathering the Bishop
ot the Church, and one other wortiy meicher, Charloe
Allen, inthe presence of several hundrd pnple, are facts.
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too notorions to need particular comment here.  After
compelling Messrg. Gilbert & Whtiney to clos~ tieir sfore
and pack their ronds, (which was done,) the mob adjorrn-
~d to ment on ﬂl" 34 Ju! y, on which (115 they azain net,
to tho nrmhnr of 3 to 00 as was estunated; “ame arnied
with fire arm~g, dirks, and sticks, with their re:d flags hinis.
ted as thoy entered town. threatenine death and’ lostrietion
to the Mormons.  On 1!-.1%1 1y, six of the Choazh signed an
agireement for ruEM<pLY RS lu !r*.up the county of Jackuon,
on~ half by the T«t Jamu m.' and the other half by th~ Tt
of April, 1231, llﬂ])lll""”lf‘th to proserve the lives of thojr
brethren, .lml their preporty.  After snid azrecent was
sieened, and the mobharrangaed by two of thoir leaders 5
t w court-house, thmr dlhpi‘l“““fl with threats of destrie tmn
1e noxt new year's tim’. it the Mormons were not off hy
ihat time.  This poople, being wearied witit such hark At
rous usage, made several attempts to cffeet a s~itlrment in
the new county of Van Buren; and several farmihies removed
there; but the thrr-“tq of a majority of thal county, so alar-
imed the women and children, that they were compelied to
return. Under these circumtiances, a prtifton was sont
h} express early in October last, to the Governor of the
State, praying his Excellency to point out zomne reliof.—
The Governor's letter, in reply to said petition, 1= already
hetore the publie, in which he pointed out certain lepal stops
for their safety, anda prosecution of their claims in the
courts of law, &e. Accordingly, by advice of the Gov-
ernor, suits were directad to be commenced i ecitain cases
lor dunages, in the d.struction of property, &e. . This
was qprpdd and some tew honrst men in Jackson county,
rcave this peoplé warning, that the prosecution of their
claime, was arousing the vengeance of the county apgainst
them; and that they were determined to come out by night,
and tear down houses, xill stock, and probahly wound and
maim individuals.  Having passed throuch the most aggra-
vated 1nsultsand i anl rics, wnlhnut mﬂkmg the least resis-
tance, a general inquiry prevailed at this ture, throughout
the Lhurch as to the ptopricty of arlf-defence. Some
claimed the right of d~/'nding themselves, families, an‘
houses from destruction, while “others doubted the propriety
of' self defence; and as the agrecrment of the 22d July, be-
tween the two parties, had been published to the wurhi,
wherein it was set forth, that the Morinons were not to
leave until the 1st of Jdnunrv, and Ist of Apnl, 1831, 1t
was believed by many of the Mormons, that the leaders of
the mob, whose naines appeared in the Monitor of that date,
would not suffer so barefaced a violation of the agree-
ment. before the time therein set forth but Tharsday nicht.
the 31st of October, rave then ahendant proofy, that no

e

pledge, written or veyhial, wus longer to be regarded: for on

—
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that might, betweon 49 and 50 in number, many of whom
wore ﬂ]’llli‘l with prns, proee oded ﬂ”ﬂ.lnft a hranch ol the
C‘hurch west ol Big Elue, and unrootid , and party deno]-
ihoed, s pwirniing sov v andan the midst of the ehinoks
and screanms ot wormen and children, w hipped and ot
inasavage and tretahuanner, several of the men: and with
their horred threats, fright--nod woinen and children into
the wiid 'rness. Snel of the nien as coiid es«cape, J1d ior
their hives; for very fow of them had arawsy neithor were
they embaodied: and they wers  threatined with death if
Ihm mind > resistanee; guch, therefore, as could not cseape
by flicht, received a p{:lhnrr by rocks. and & beating with
cune, si ('Ir.'-': &e. Onk I‘ldl}, the st Noveniber, women
and children saliied forth from their gloomy retreats. to con-
femplate with heart rendina angnish. the ravag sof a ruth.
Jess mob, in the mancled bodics of their hughand<, and in
the destruction of ther houses. and =ome of their furniture,
Houseless, and unpiotoct-d by the arin of e1vil law in Jacke
=on county, the dreary month ¢t Novewmber starinye them in
the face, and ln.ull} prrrc.'ummrr a n:ore inelement CRHETETR
at hand; the continval threats of the mob, that they would
drive every Morimmon from the coanty: and the imability of
nany to remove, because of their poverty, caused an an
cuish of heart indiseribable,

On Friday night, the 1st of Novenher, a party of the
moh, procoeded {n attack a braneh of f]IP r]mrr'h at the
D3 airie, ahout twelve or foyrteen mileg from the village,—
Two of their numbierswere sent in advance, as ¢pies, viz,
Robert Johnoon, and one Harris, armed w ith two ¢uns,
i) i'.rm* piciols, Thf‘*‘»’ veere diccovered by somo o1 the
Mesvons, and w ithout the least Injary heing done {o them,
<1 Johneon struek Uratt, with the briteh of his min, over
tho head; ni_‘lfz v hich tlw: were teken and defained till
LIOring, whici, it waas bolievad, provented a peneral at-
faek of the moh that nicht.  In the meming, they were
lihorated withont voceiving the least injury. The same
nichit (Friday,) another party in Independence. comnieneed
«loning horers, breaking down doorg and windewse, dog-
styoying Funvore &ceo Fhis night, the hrick part. attack.
~d to the dwelling honee of A S, Gilberty was partly pull~d
down, and thar windows of hisdwelling ) rokenn u'ith brick
hatfe and rockonwhile a gentlernun stranaer lay sick witha
tSver in lis honsa, Tha, came nioht, three doors of ti.v
ctore of Mossrs. (;zihr rt .nw* Whitney, were split cpen: and
after midnight, the gaode oy s attered in the streete. cieh
as ealicors, ll*ll[” oreln] sy <hasvls, cambricks, &e: to which
fact upwards of twenty witnees s can attest, An F};;T S5
cune from the villaga afler midmight, 1o a parfy of tieir
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o, who had cbeddied abord hal® a miie frem the village,
for the sal™y of treir lives: ctating that {henob were tear
o dHwn hrmnm ard seatte: ing the gooda of'the «tore ip
e Ziveot, TP it body oftue maob fledy at the eppresch
o this company.  One Riuchard MeCarty was eaugnt in
the act ol to :‘m**ilrﬂ* rorky and hrick Pafts into the «doare
while the ¢aods Iay streng avernd e an the :Gl!‘f"[.'f, ang
woe i i:w!ﬂh (alen hetorn Canmel Weetaon, Fleo. .onn
complaint theso eade to gatd Westan, and a ...-1rrmt ro-
fi”r*-.if" 1 ””‘ .I’l{l \I{'( qlltY IH]“}]' I]”‘ ‘-[[‘HT['E!‘ Ili't. g d
Voeston retus d 1o do any thing in the case at that Ltaue
~aid MceCartly was then Lt *rwt-‘:i The sanie night, som
of their hous~sin thn villags, ha (oo pirfr < 1hr et ihrm rrh
the shutters and gt:h,y into - 120« 2T deinacicss vegnin
<nd ehildren, from whenee their hinsonds and {athers hatl
Ew n driven by the dastardly atiacks of the meb which wae
nacds by ten, fificen, or (wenty on npon 2 house ot a tine,
. .|1tml,:\« tl*r- cecond Noveniher, oll the {-mﬂtﬂq 0: 1hie pon.
plo.in the villaan, moved abont }1 LERE R W TR TR h ) L SRS
of their ooods: and eimhc qioid to the neanber of thirts, oy
the proserv ation of life ard personal ~fih e, Thisy 1”’ t. n
party ‘rom 1‘]]&"11“1""{" met a party frean wost of the P} e,
and made an attack upon a branch of the chureh, loeat-d o 4
ilie Blue, about six mles Jrom the villar>, hers they 1ore
the roof froa ene dw~'live. and breke ope anather hovan;
fonnd the owner siek in b . viz, David . lennct, whom thry
beat inhumanly, swearing they woun'd blow ont hig brains,
and discharged a pistol, “he ball of which cut a deep vash
across the top of his head.  Tn this ekitmish, a young inan
of the mob, wasshot \n the tingh: but, by which party re.
mains yet to be determined.  The next day, (Sunday,)
November, the third, four ot the church, viz. Joshua Lew-
is, [liram Page, and two others, wers dispatched {or Iox-
inctom, to see the circuit Judee, and obtain a peace war-
rant. Two called on Fsq. Rilvers, who refused to issue
one, on account, as he hasg declared, of his fears of the mob.
This day many of the eitizens, pro{i'ssing friends<hip, adris-
cd this pcople to clear from the county, as sperdily as pos.
sible; for the Saturday pight affray had enraged the whole
county, and they were determined to come out on Monday,
and massacre indiscriminately; and in short, it was prov.
erbial among the mob, that Monday would be a bloly
day. —aniay came, and a large party of the mob rather-d
at the Blue, took the frrry boat, belonging to the chrire h,
threatened lives, &ec.  But they soon abandoned the forry,
and went to Wilson's store, about one mile west of the Blne
Word had previously mone to a branch of the chureh. s~y
sral miles west of the Blue, that the mob were destroving
property, on the east <id> of the Blue: and the guff rors
there, wanted help, to presorve lives and property  Nine
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teen wien volunteered, atd sturcted {or their assistance: hui
ﬂlHCI’WE'FIH” that 11;1_,! or m'{t_,/ o1 tha2 nob, lud vatihinre d at
wvaid Wllsun 5, theo =yl turned back., At this tuue, 1vwo s.aaall
boys passed on their way to Wilson's who gave inforina-
tion to the mob, that the Mormons were on the road woest
of them. Between forty and ity ol the mob, immediate-
ly started on horseback wid toot with guns, in pursuit;
and after riding about two, or two aud a half’ miles, they
discovered them, when the said conipany of nineteen, -
mediately du-_-.p:_rsed and fled in diforent directions:  "T'he
moh  hunted tham, turning  their ilf]r‘:Lti into a corn-
field, belonzing to this p m;:lﬂ, srar-hing  their cornfields
and lmuam, threatening woinen and ¢ hildren that they
would pull down their housts and kul thein if they did not
tell where the men had tled. 't hus, they wera employed
i1 hunting the men, aud i]irn;llllltl'r tho wonion; until «
CSpuny of thiity of the Moriions, trow the prairie, armad
with seventesn guns, bade thew appraraner. 7 he tormer
company of nincteen had diporsed, and fled) ard Lt one
or iwu of thomn, hal roturn-d to tuke purt in b siibse-
qieat battle. {}11 lh. appreach ol thas latter ¢o apany  of
th;1l} nen, soue Cthe croh ened, fire, G—=id d-n you,
ive.”’ 'f'wo :Jat“rua sens wor2 then fircd by i i,
which were returned lr_" the cilue'party without loss of
fime.  The l‘il:hﬁ:? will here I'i_‘{.‘ﬂ]‘f:, that this company 1
t?;~~111 . that 1s iopres fﬂllrtliry'tlur Loy, as havine vone
in- i1 1n IL., evanine ol the batile beaviuge the olive branel
oi prace.  The moh retroatad early .it'rr the (it hirs, leav-
iny come of el hors s in W hitoier's eorn TR E aind two
of tieir number, Hugh T Grazeale, and "Thomas Linvill,
deo ul on the geouna. Thas fell HL T Brazeale, one who
a fw davs bore, had hﬂi:: Leard to say, “ywath ton ;ri-
Irvg, 1 owitl wad: ty iy kness i Bl '1:1, but that I wiil
11:.'1.':1 e Marinons ﬂ‘flill Fackson e sty Farly thoy e
paorningg, a reepecialidr wosian i l overs the hattl .
g.rourd, aid discoverad the coipae t-i Ih raadd razeale veath
a con by his stan, Several wore vornded on both rides,
but nong nioriuiy, except e Bather, ca tha purt ol the
Mormons, whao expir-d the L duy.,  'This battle wis
f‘}._ {ti t ﬂjr,,,iil giitatl, JL.]n"'l‘llj, *:l-n.- aitber [lH‘ I;JHI‘i'rl' l: TS
s1un nieirt, ranners were dispatehed o every directionaun-
der pretence of ealling out tie pultitng spreadiner asthey
want, every rnunor calealated 1o sliva ad cxeite the wne
AT . such as, that thi: Moiwons had taken Tndependencen,
and the Indians had sarrounded at, Leing colls aoued  to-
cotlher Se. The LHL.‘mwww1nag'ﬁthenlhurilln1ih not hcing
satizticd with brealime apon the store of Gilbert & Whit-
nav: and demol’shitner aopare oF the dwelline novce of sl
Cidliert, the Friday neehit Fefiges they y periitted the eaid
SleCarty, who was detee d s triday nicht. ws one of the
nu nber broakiag ia the dsoes o the <tore; to take out a

= [
i "

vearran?, ancl arrest e st Gerty, and others of the
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caur:h, for'a pretend-d assanle and fadse buprisonment of
thy said MeCaety, Tateintze evewng, while the court
vo re prococding with their trialy mothe court hause, a gon-
thaan unconseet d with the eourt, ag was believed, per-
ceivinglio prisous s to Le without eounsely and in hami-
nent danger, advise 1 st Gilhert aud igs brethren, toeleet
for iil, as the only aliandiva to save Life: for the north
dory was already bave o nd an infuriated mobh thronaad
tha haousy, withha d0 raunanon to beat ana kill; but
throwvch thy duteeposiicon of this gentleman, sard Gilber
amrd Toar of his brthenwere commited toth» county Jail
of Jack:on the duncecon of whicn, must have baena palaco,
cocnpar-d ta o eourt rao.n, where diguity and mercy were
strangors; and nooht boet the wrath of man, in horrid
throats, stifled the ears «f the prisoncrs, The saune N
the said Gilbert, Meriey, and Carnlly weree liberated {rown
jtil, that tllf‘y micht have an mtervieyw with theie brethron

AN ATy 2o vegeliain some micasures for pewee; and on their
return to jail, about T o'cloek Tursdiy moming, in custody
ol tha depnt y shoritf), an arneld foree, of vix or seven niew,
stood near tha jail, and had-d - they wore answered by ihe
shoritl, wha gave his nasnz, and the nanes of his prison-
ers, or Lo, Cdoat ficey deat fure, they prisoners are iy
ull:.li‘f‘{'“:',“ S, Th‘?y however firad one or two rans, wiirn
Morley and Carriil retreated: but Gilbert stood, with seve-
rel gang prosented at L. 'Two, more despoerate than the
rest, attenpted to shoot, but one of thair gun- flashed, and
tha other missed fire.  Sawd Galbert was then knack~d
down by Thotuas Wilson, a grocer in the villawe.  About
this time, a few of the inhabitants arrived; and Gilb rt a-
wrain entered jail, from which, he, with three of his breth-
Ten, ware liberated about sunrise, without farther prosecu-
tion of tha trial.  On the morning of Tucsday, fifilh of
Novomber, the villaere becan to be crowded with individu-
als from dfforant parts of the county, with guns, &e. and
report said the militia had baen called out, under thsane-
tion, or instication of Lieut. Gov. Boges; aud that one.
C'ol. Pitcher had the command.  Among this militia (so
called,) were embodied the inost conspicuous charactery of
the mob; and it may truly be said, that the appearance of
the ranks of this body, was well calculated to excite suspi-
cions of their hon rable destons,  Very early on the smoe
morning several hranchos of the churchh received mtelli-
conce, that a number of their brothren were in prison, and
tlie deterimination of the oeb was to kill themn: and, that
the branch of the church near the v llage of Independence,
was in imminent danger, as the main bhody of the mob were
gat'iered at that pfee. Inthis eritical sitnation, alisut
on+ hundred of the Marers (rom diffrent branches vel-
unte-r d, for th protection of their brethren near Tndep n-
dmce and proceaded on the road toward Indeprudence;
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it lialted sbiout one mile wes: ot the villace, where thoy
avated further inloraation conccrning the novements of
the mob.  Viey soon learn:d, that the Prisoncrs were noi
massacred; wid that the mob had not fallen upon the brancn
ofthe church near Independence, as wasexpdcted.  They
were also inforimed, that the wilitia had beon called out tor
their protection, but in thus they placed little contidence
for the hody congreguted, had every appearance ot'a coulty
mob, wiazh subtequent events tully verilied, in a larse ma-
Jonty ot suid body,  Onapplication to Col. Piteher, it was
tound, that there was no alternative, but {for the chureh to
eave the county forthwith; ard deliverinto his hands, cer-
tain men, to be tried tor inurder, said to have been coun-
mitted by them in the battle the evening betore,  The aris
ol this people were also dv.aandad by the Col. YWe here
vewark, that among the conittee appoint-d to receive
the arms of the Mormons, were several of the most unro-
lenting of' the old July mob conmittoe: who had directed
in tiie dewolishing of the printinyg oiiice, and the p.rsonal
injuries of that duy, viz. tHenry Chiles, Abner BStuples, and
Lewis Freankling who have not ceéased to pursue the Mor-
laons, from the first to the last, with feelings the uost
nostile. 1'hese unexpected requisitions of the Col. made
hiny appear like one standing at the head of civil, and inil-
tary law, taking a streteh beyond the constitutional ln-
its of cur Republie,  Rather than have subwnitted to thos:
warcasonhie requirements, the Morions would have cheer-
fadly shod their blood in defence of their rights: the liler-
ties of their country, and of their wives and children: but
the foar of violuting law, in rosisting this pretendad n:ilitia
dhe fiattering assurances of protecticn, and honorable
veage. pyomised by Lt Gov. Boows, in whown they hiad re-
pos2d o videnee up to this pericd, induced them to sab-
paly Bolieving thet he did not tolerate so gross a violation
o all law as had e n practised in Jackson county. But
nov rreat has been the change, i the views of this gentle-
man, e these people Lave been dprived of their arms
Ly stratagany; and upwirds of one thousand defeneolees
vy women, and children, have been dieivin from their
liones, into strange laids, to seck shelter from the wintry
blasts, remaing yet to boasesrtained. The conduct of Col-
oncls Lucas and Pitehor, hadd long proven them to be open
and avowvied cuemies. Both of these men had their names
attachied to the foregoiug mob circular, as early as July
ligt; the eliject of which was to drive the Mormons from
Jieckron county  With assurances from the Lt. Govern-
or and others, thuat the olj2ct was to disarin the combat-
ants on Loth vides, and that peace would be the result; the
Mormons surrendored their arns, to the number of fifty or
towardswel the mien prerent, who were accused of being
e the battle tioy evening beiore, save thensselves up for tri-
al. After dotavaing then one day and night, on a preten-
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dxd el for vaardor; in which time they were threatened
brick-hatted, &eosaid Coll Piteher, after receiving a watch
ol one of the prisowrs, to sutizty costs, &e. took them in-
to a cointield, sl saud to them, “clear.”  Afler the sur-
cond e oo ther ares, which were used only in seli'defence,
the ne'ohboring tribes of Indians in time of war, let loose
upon woraen and child =, ceuld not have appeared more
hodious wnd tersitiie, than did the companies of ruflians,
wiho wont in vayious dirrctions, well erneed. on {oot and
on horse baeks hassting into houses without thar, knowing
the aries wore seeurad, frishtening distracts d women with
witat they would do to their hushands iff they could cateh
themn; warning women and children to ilee immediately,
or they woull tear their houses down over their heads.
and massacee thoa before night, At the head of one pt
these comipanies, apprarad the RV, 18AAC M'COY,
with a gun upon his shoulder, o:d rine the Mormons to
l2ave thi~ county forthwith, and sierevder what arms they
tad.  Gther protended preachers of the Gospel tock a con-
spicaous part in tae persecution, calling the Mormons tho
CsCominon nerny ot mankind,”” and exulling in their aft
(lictions.  On Tuerday and Wednesday nights, the fifth
and sixth of November, women and childran tlod in every
direction before the merciless mmob,  One party of abou!
one hundred and fifty women and children tled to the prai-
rie, where they wandeuved for several days, under the broad
canopy of heaven, with about six nen to protect them;
cther parties fled towards the Missouri river, and took
lodging for the night wlhere they could find it.  We ought
to notice the hospitality of one man, Mr. Barnet, wio
opanad his house for a might’s shelter, toa wandering conr-
pany of distressed woinen and children, who were fleeing
to the river.  During this dispersion of women and chil-
aren, parties of the mob were Lunting the men, firing upon
some, tying vp and whipping others, and several they pur-
siied upon horses tor s2veral miles. A small branch of'the
(‘hurch, located on the prairie, about 1H miles from Inde-
perdonce, say 15to 20 families, had hoped, from the ob-
scurity of their situation, to escape the vengeance of the
mob; hut on Sunday, the 24th of November, a party ot the
mob wont to them with arms, and presented pistols. com-
manding them to leava i three days, or they wonld tear
down their houses, &e. For the preservation of life, and
personal effeets, the inost, 1f not all of said branch, Lave
lett their honses, and are now n Clay county, encaiuped
on the bank of the Missourt river. A number of fumilies
went into Van Buren county; their whole number of nien,
women and children, being upwards ot 150, An express
has gt arrived from thate place. this 12th of December,
with informeation, that thess fanlies are about to he drivon
from that county; after building their houses, and carting
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their winter's stora of grain, and provisions, 40 or 50 mile.
several fwilies are alreasty ey ron tiones, 1L o
aranating  mttaence of the Jachson county niob, 1s pre.
jonunant in this new county of Van Buiren, the whole v p
lation of which is estunated at about 30 to 10 il —
The destruction of crops, lousehold furniture, and el g
ing, is very great; and much of their stoek is lost. i e
main hml\y ot the chureh, are now in Clay county, wh r
the people ar»as kind and accommodating, as coul ! . .
sonably be expected. "I'he eontinued threats of des:

10)
individuals ot this chureh, i they make their appearanc
Tackson county, prevent the most of them, oven at : iy

fay, from returning to that county, to scture pere )
property, which they were obliged to 1ave in their By,
The public may be assured, that the foregoing is a pliun,
unvarnished statement ot facts, relative to the lawlos: 1o
ceodings of the Jackson county mob. [nteresting leatiop
sitflici»nt for a volume, has boen omitted, in the forrgo e,
that this hand-bjll might not be o ndered too voluroim,, 5
but posterity will record t istra e -+, which stunds Chjar-
alleled in the annals of this Repavhie. With a firn v ij.
ance on that God, who never fails to bring to licht the 1.
{nworks of darkness: and confiding in the inteerity ung
patriotism of those who hold in high vioneration, 1. 1.
loved constitution of our country, we submnit the for .
mer, beng ready to meet it, not only before an carthly .
bunal, but betore the Great Searcher of all hearts.

el B0 41 (LS L ol 485,64 R

NEWIEL KNIGHT,

JOHN CARRILL.

Decrvnenr 12, 1833,

deofert ool

P. 8. Afler the foregoins was taken to the press we r,
ceived the distressing intlligenee, that fonr ased tungl
living near the yillage of Indepondence, whose penury g
infirinities, incident to old age. forbade a spoedy rerival,
were driven from their houses on Monday nioht the 1w ..
ty third inst. [December, ] by a party of the inob, who e
down their chimneys, broke in their doors and win oy,
and buarled large rocks into their houses, by which th i,
of old Mrs. Miller in particular, was creatly endane.r |,
Mr. Miller 1s aged sixty five years, beine the yorn. «
man in the four families.  Some of these men Lave toal o]
and bled in the defense of their country: and old Mr. Joy
on2 of the sulierers, scrved as life guard to General Coa,
Wasliington, in the revolntion. Well may the soli ¢ o
'76 contenmiplate with horror the seenes which rorrownd
him at this day in Jackson county, where liberty, law. and
cqual rights, are trodden under foot.  Tiis now appar ny
that no man ewmbracine the faith of this prople, whaiv
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be Ins age or former standing in society, may hope to os.
cape the weath of the Jackson county mob, whenever it iy
in their power to inflict abuse.

We conelude with a few remarks in relation to the eol.
ebrated 1neb circular inserted in the foregoing, from the
very features of which, it will be seen that they meditat.d
a most daring infraction of the constitution of our country,
that they might gratify a spirit of persecution against an
innocent people.  T'o whom shall blame be attached in tlis
tracedy, when they, 1n July last, boldly made known thip
drterminations to drive the Mormons from Jackson county,
praceably f they could, foreeably if they must, onenly de.
claring, that the arm of the civil law did not afford them
a sufficient guaranter acainst the increasing evils of this
relnious sect: and in their circular they further say, “we
deem 1t expedient, and of the highest importance, to forin
ourselves into a Cowraxy for the better and eagier accon.
plishinent of onr purpos2:”” and conclude with these higly
tenad words: “We therefore agree, that after timely warn.
iyr: and upon receiving an adequate compensation for wlhat
Little property they cannot take with them, they refus- 1o
[cave us in peace as they found us, we aoree to use sucl
means as may be suilicient to remova them: and to this engd
we each pledaes fo each other, our lives, our bodily powers,
‘ortunes, and saered honore.”’

T'he public will here pereeive, that sinee July Jast, the eit.
1Zens {1{".‘&1{‘:1{5{}11{:0{!11?}’ have been diligently deyising Wavs
and means for the aceomplislunent of their purpose, which
they effected after calling out the Mivrrtiy in Novonhey
last.  In answer to their bold and daring resolves to guard
avainst anticipated evils, we give the followine extract
from the Governors letter in relation to this a fair, datad
Oct 19th, 1533, “Na eitizen nor number of eitizens las g
right to take the redr~ss of their grievances, whether rol
or ntnaamary, into their own hands: such conduet strikes
at the very existonce of rociety, and subverts the foun:la-
tion ou which it is hased.”

As regards the approbrions charges against this choreh,
not only in the ¢aid circular, but in subsequent commnni.
cations, the nmiembers thereof are willing, that their exam-
ples for a period of more than two years in this reeion of
country. shoul!tbe taken as a standard to conviet or acqit,
That all mannar of evil will be spoken acainst them filan.
ly, they expect: but, for all unrichteous slanders of ey
enemies, God will be their aveneer.  And will an enlic it
ened public condemin an aftfic ted people. who have 1oy
stricken and smitten, shonld they ask a share in these
rivhits and privileges, which ars the g¢ills of our oroat Fa.
ther in beaven and are araranterd uiio us hy the liavs of

onr covntry ot which they are new wantonly and inhu
manly deprived?
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ORATION

CELIVERED

BY MR. S. RIGDON,

ON

THE 4th OF JULY,

18SS.

AT FAR WEST, CALDWELL COUNTY, MISSOURI.

L —

—

B:tter far sleep with the dead, than be oppressed among the living.

FAR WEST::

FRINTED AT THE JOURNAL OEFICE.

1838,
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ORATION.

Fricads and Fellow Citizens;

By your request, | am calicd upon to

address you this day, undor circumstances rovel to myselt, and | pre-
sume as much so to the mostof you; for however {requently weinay
have met with our fellow-citizens, In times past, in the places of our
nativity, or ot our choice, tomingle our feelings with theirs, and unite
with them in grateful acknowledginents to qur Divine Beaetactor,
on the anniversary of our national existanca; but not before, have
we been asscmbled by reason of our holy religion; for which
~ause alone, a very large majority of us 1s here this day., But
hough our sestdence here, is far from. the sepulchres of our fath-
rs, and from the lands of our nativity and former choice; and cur
issociation here, as novel, and as strange to ourselves, as it could
¢, to any portion of our fellow-men; still, we hail the return of
he birth day of our libertics, with no less feelings ot joy and grati-
wde: nor no Jess desire, tor the prosperity and continuance, of the
abric of our natienal government, inspires our breasts this day,
han when met in the mixed assemblics of all religions, as in times
ast, in the lands of our nativity.

Nor indged coeuld it otherwise bej from our infincy, we have
seen traditionated ta believe aurs, to be the best goverminent in the
warld,  QOur fathers, our neighbors, and our wssociates in life,
have extalled its excellence to the highest pinacle of fame in our
oars, cven before we were capable of judzing of its merits tor our-
sclyes, or were able to form an estimate of its worth,  As we ad-
vinced in life, we heard nothing clse trom aur statesmen and
hcroes, but the perfection and excellence ol our political institutions.
ind the superiarity of our government aver all the governmerts of
the warld; whether they existed in former or latter times. It is the
Lovernment under which we were bovn and cducated, or ¢lse we ey-
changed another for it, with whose form we were not saysticd, and
in our hearts gave this the preference, and sought by rcuoval to
cnjoy its benelits.

We have been taught from our cradles, to reverence the fathers
of the Revolution, and venerate the very urns which contain the
ashes of those who sleep; und every feeling of our hearts responds
in pertect unison to the precept.  Our ceuntrv and its institutions,
are written on the tablet of our hearts, as with the blood of the he-
rocs who otlered their lives in sacrifice, to redesm us fron oppres-
son.  On its towers, the flag of freedom waves, and invites “th-
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oppressed to enter, and find an asylum.  Under the safeguard of
its constitution, the tyrant’s grasp is unfastened, and equal rights
and privileges flow to every part of the grand whole. Drotected by
its laws and defended by its powers, the oppressed and persecuted
saint can worship under his own vine, and under his own figtree, and
none can molest or make afraid. We have always contemplated jt,
and do now, as the only true fabric of freedom, and bullwork of
liberty, in the world.

Ite very existanee, has taught the civilized world, lessons of ree-

dom, [ar surpassing thosc of a Pitt, a Wilberfarce, a Canning, or a
Grey, and has cast all their eflorts in the shade forever. It has
stood, and now stands, as the arbiter of the warld, the judger of the
nations, and the rebuker of ty rants.

Throughout the world, it is the standard of frcedom, both civil
and religious. By its existance, the fears of the superstitious have
been removed, and the pretexts of tyrants have been swept away
as a refuge of lics, and the rights of man bave been restored, and
freedom, bath political and rehigious, have been made to triumph.

Qur government is known throughout the civilized world, as the
standard of frecdom, civil, religious, and political; by it are the
acts of all nations tried, and it serves to exposc the frauds, the de-
ceptions, and the crafts, of the old world, in at ompting to pawn up-
on the pcople, monarchy and arastocracy, for repnblicanism and
freedom.  So powerful has becu its iofluence, that the hand of the
oppressor, even in the old world, has been lightencd tyrants have
been made to tremble, and oppressors of mankind, have been filled
with fear.  ‘Thrones, if thev have not been cast down, have been
rtriped ol their tevror, and the oppressed subject has been, measur-
ably, delivered from his bondage.

Having been rocked in the cradle of diberty, and educated in the
school ol freedom, all our prejudices and prepossessions are deeply
ronted in favor of the superlative excellence of a govermment, from
which all our privileges and cnjovments have-flown.  We are wedded
to it by the strongest ties; bannd to it by cords as stronyg as death.
To preserve ity aught to be our aim in all our pursnits, 1o maintain
its constitution unviolable, s institutions uncorrupted, its laws un-
violated, and 1ts order underanged.

‘There is one thing, in the midst of our political differences, which
ought tocreate feelings of joy and gratitude in every heatt, and in the
bosom of everv wellwisher to mankind; that, all parties in politics,
tics, express the strongest desire to preserve both the union and the
constitution unimpaired and unbroken, and only differ abont the
tneans to accomplish this object; so desirable, as expressed 'h"t, il
parties.  And while this, iudend, is the ubject of parties in this re-
pubiie, there is nothing to fear.  The prospeots for the Oitare, will
bn as flattering as the past,
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In celehrating this, the anniversary of our independence, ull pir-
ty distinctions should be torgotten, ail religious dift:reneas should be
laid aside.  We are members of one common rcpublic, unall} de-
pendent on a faithtul exccution of its laws for our protection, in the
enjoyment ol our civil, political, and religious pnnlmrm All have
a cornmion interest in the preservation of lhﬂ Union, and in the de-
fence and support of the constitution.  Northern, southern, and
western interests, ought to be forgotten, or lost for the time being,
in the more noble desire to preserve the nation, as one wholes for
on this denends the sccarity of all local and seetional interesty forat
we cannot pre‘erve them by supporting the Union, we caunot by
rending it 1o ptcr'e [n the former there is hope, 1n the Iatter tear.
In one peace, in the other war.

In times of peace, 1t ought to be our aim and out object, to
strengthen the bonds of the Union by caltivating peace and gooi
will mmong ourselves.  And in tunes of war, to meet our foes sword
in hand, and defend our rights, at the expense of lite.  For what is
tife when freedom has fled? It is a name, a bubble; better tar sleep
with the dead, than be oppressed among the living.

All attempts, on the part of religious aspirants, to unite church
and state, ought to be repeled with indignation, and every religious
spciety supported in its rights, and in the exercise ol its eonscien-
tious devotions.  The Mobhameden, the Pagan, and the Idolitor,
not excepted, and be partakers equally, i the benefits ¢ the gov-
crnment. For if the Union is preserved, it will be by endearing the
people to ity and this can onlv be done by qecuring to all thetr most
sacred rights. The least aeviation, from the steictest rale of right,
on the part of any portion of the people, or their public St‘:rmnts,
will ereate dlsgatlsf'r.ctlnn, that dissatisfaction will end in strile,
strife in war, and war, in the dissolution of the Union.

[t is on the virtue ol the people, that depends the existence of the
covernment, and not on the wisdom of legislators.  Whercfore
<erveth laws, (it matters not how righteous 1 themselves,) when
the people in violation of them, tear those rights from one another,
which they [the laws] were designed to protect? 1If we preserve
the nation from ruin, aud the people from war, it will be by secur-
ing to others, what we claim to ourselvs, and being as zealous to
detend another’s rights, as to secure our own. [ on this day, the
tathers of our nation, pledged their fortunes, their lives, and their
sacred honors, to one another, and to the colonies which they rep-
resented, to be free, or to loose all earthly inheritance, not Iil{, and
honor excepted.  So ought wo to follow their example, and pledge
aur fortunes, our lives, and our sacred honors, as their children and
successors, in maintaining 1violable, what they obtained by their
treasure, and their Llood.

With holy feelings, sacred desires, and grateful hearts to our
Divine Benclactor, o lrrhl we to pertorm the duties of this day, and
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in this land of liberty and freedom, where our most saered rights,
even that of worshiping our God aeccording to his will, is secured
unto us by Inw, and our religious rights so identified with the exist-
encs of the nation, that to deprive us of them, will be to doom the
nation to ruin, and the Union to dissolution.

It 1s mow three score and two years since the God of cur futhers
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, cauzed the proclmnntion to go torth
nmong the people of the continents, that the pcopte of 1his nation
should be free, and that over them, “kings shouwld not ruie, and
princes decrec anthorityy”” and all this, prepuratory to the great
work which he had designed to accomplish in the last days, in the
face of all pcople, in order, that the Son of God, the Savior of the
world, shonld come down from heaven, and reign in mount Zion,
and in Jerusalemy and before his ancients glorionsly; actording 10
the testimony of all the ho'y prophets, since the woriil Hegan.  And
tis eight years, two months, and twenty eight dhvs, sitce this
shurch of th+ last days was oraaaized, by the revelations of that
same Jesus, who is coming to reign before his ancients gloviouslv:
then consisting of six incmbers onlyv.

At its first appearance, excitement began te prevail among the
peoplte where it made itsappearance, and as it inereased in numbers,
the excitewent increased. The fivst attact iade upon it, by its en-
amies, was by false representation and tou! slander. By this engine
it was assailed from every quarter, and by all classes of men; rehi-
gious and unreligious: nisrepresentation fullowed nrisrepresentation,
talschood after falsehood, followed cach other in raprd succession,
until there must have been mnltitudes of themn creared 1o o minute,
by those employed in it, or clse they could not have gotten so urany
put 1 circulniion.  This scheme not suceveding, the cnemies had
recourse to prosecutions, which were maltiplied continuallty appa-
;ently with determination, to destroy cverv person who united to
aid and assist in bringing forth the work of the Lord.  Bat all this
not succeceding, according to the eXpectations of the persecntorss
they united to all this power, that of 1mobs, th'i'{"ing men, wometr,
and children, from their houses, draging thein out in the dewd liours
of the might, ot of thoir beds, whipping, tarrimg und feathicring,
nnd otherwise shamelully treating then,

Nor were those mdans the only ones resorted {o in this work of
persecution, but being determined to put an end to the chureh for-
over; they added to all the rest of the weans ised, stealing the pro-
perty of the saints, ulso burning houses and charging 1t on their
{the saints] heads, in order to vaise publi= indignation against them;
as wlso false swearing, and ihdeed we nay add, all other menns
which the adversary had in his power 1o uke, netliing seems to he
left undone, that could be done, by mea and deiaous, i order that
the ponrposes of God inight fatl 1 but stifl the obicet, so much desire]

enjoy the privileges, which, as saints of the living G, we Crioy
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by ninny, has not ag yet been obtained. Under ali this fire of
persccution, the c¢ruse has rolted on with a steady course; the in-
ercace hns been gradual, but constant, and the church, at this ti ne,
numbers many thousands: somie in the old world have become
obedient to the faith, multitudes in the Canadas, as well as in moat
purts of the United States,

During thesc scenes of persecu jony a namber of the =aints have
fost their lives, and others are misving, and {t is wnknown what has
tecone of them; but the presuniption is, that they have been se-
cretly murdered.

No conntry, of which we have any knnwledge, has offered so
fair an opportunity for determining the great hostility which exist,
naturally in the b iman heart against God and dgninst his worlk,
as this ohe. In other countries, persceutions were carried on nndey
pretest of laws bat in this conntry, where the constitntion ol the
Umred States, and the constitution of everv State 10 the Unicn,
guarantees unto every person, the rights of conscience, and the lilst
erty of worshiping as he pleases, to witness such scenes of persecu-
tlon, as those whicli have followed this church from the beginning,
in dispite of law, justice, equity, and truth, and at war with the
very genins of our republican institutions, and contrary to the spirit
and desigh ot our government  surcly evinces the depravity of the
human heait, and the great hostility there exists in the hearts of the
imman family, agninst the work and purposes of Goily and most ful-
ly confiris the apostle’s saying; that, **the carnal mind is enmity
again<t (God.”

But notwithstanding all this violence, we can say as did Paul to
e Corinthians:  We ave troubled on every side, yet not distress-
ed; we are perplexeds but not iu dispair; persecuted, but not for-
saken; cast down, but not destroyed.”  We have until this time,
cudured this great fight of afiliction, and kept the faith.  If the ané
cicnt saunts had to endure as seeing him who is invisible—so have
we. If they had to sufler the contradiction of sinners against thems-
velves—so have we. I they had to undergo fears within, and
tightings without—=so have we.  If they had to sulfer strines and
hnpriconments, for their religion’s sake—so have we. It they were
olten in journeyings, in perils of water, in periis among robhers, in
perils by their own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils
m the city, in perils in the willerness, in perils in the sen. in perils
among [alse brethren.  In weariess aud painfulness, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nhkedness
-—so arc we. U they had to commend themselves to (1od, in much
puticnee, in afflictions, 10 necessities, in distresses, in stribes, in im-
prisonments, in tandults, o Jabors, in watehings, in fastings; by
pureness, by khoviedee, by long suffering, by kindocss, by the
Holy Ghost. by love unfiigned, by the word of truth, by the power
of God, by the armo¥ of righthousness on the right hand und on tne
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lelt, by bonor and dishonor, by evil report an good report; as do-
ceivers, and yet true; as unknown and yet well known; as dying
and, behold, they lived; as chastencd, and not killed; as sarrowful,
vet always rejoicings as poor. yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing all things—so have we. If they went
up through much tribulation, and washed their robes, and made them
white 1 the blood of’ the Lamb—so have we to go up through as
great tribulation; and we trast in so doing, we will also wash our
robes, and make them white 1n the blood ot the Lamb.

One cause of our heavy persecutions, is the influence which those
have in the world, whom we have seperated from the fellowship of
the church for their wickedness; who attempted to gratify their
vengence on us, and also to hide their own shame, by foul standers
and base calumny.  We were at onc time represented by them, as
having all things common: at another, as being cnemies to the gov-
croment. and in other places we were reported to be abolitionists;
and indeed any thing, tliey thought best calculated to stir up the
public mind, and to excite popular indignations and if possible, put
au cnd to the work, by sucrilicing some of those who were consid-
cred as most active in supporting and defending the cause.  But
through the mercy ol God, we are still in existence, and have the
opportunity of joining with you in the privilezes of this day.

In assembling on this occasion, our object is, not only to comply
with the custom of our nation m celebrating the birth day of our
libertics; but also to lay the corner stones ot the edifice, about to be
butlt in this place in honorof our God, to whom we ascribz the glory
ol our natioual treedom, as well as our eternal salvation; and whose
worship we esteem ot more consequence, than we do the treasnres
of Missoury; ready at all tunes, to offer unto him the sacrilice of our
first fruits, and by untiring perseverence, patient industry, and
faithtul devotion to the cause of vur (3od, rear this building to his
name, designed, for the double purpose, of a house ot worship anl
an stitution of leaining.  T'he first floor will be for sacred devo-
te.n, and the two others, for the prirpose of education. The build-
ing to be one hundred and ten feet by eighty, with three floors, an:l
not far trom thirty feet between the fbors: all to be finshed, ac-
cording to the best stile of such buildings 1 our eountry. The en-
five cxpence, caleulated at not far from one hundred thousand dol-
fars: all when finished, to stand as a monument, of the power o
nnion of effort and concert of action.

Nuxt to the worship of our Goly we esteem the education ol onv
children and of the rising gencrauon. FFor what 13 wealth without
socicty, or socicty without inteiligence.  And how is intelligeace to
ho obtaimed?—by education. It is that which forms the youthinl
mind: it is that alone, which renders socicty agrezeable, and adds
uterest and importanee, to the worship of God.  What is relizion
without intelligence !—an cmpty  sound, Intolligence 18 the root.
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from which all true enjoyments flow. Intelligence is religion, and
religion is intelligence, if it is any thing. Take intelligence from
it, and what is left? a name—a sound without meaning. If a per-
son destires to be truly pious in the sight of God, he must be purely
intelligent,  Piety without intelligence, is fanatacisin, and devotion
without understanding, is enthusiasm.

The object of our religion, is to make us more intellignnt, than
we could be without it, not so much, to make us acquainted with
what we do see, as with what we do not sece. It is designed to
evolve the faculties, to enlighten the understanding, and through
this medium, purify the heart. It is calculated to make men better,
by making them wisery more useful, by making thermn more intelli-
gents hot intelligent on some subjects onlv, but on all subjects, on
which intelligence can be obtained: and when science fuils, revela-
tion supplies its place, and unfolds the secrets and mysteries of the
unseen world, leads the mind mto the knowledge of the future ex-
istence of men, makes it acquainted with angels, prineipalities, and
powers, in the eternal world; carries it into heaven and heavenly
places, malkes it acquainted with God, its Redeemer, and 1s agsmo-
ciates i the eternal mansions; so that when science fails, and phi-
losophy vanishes away, revelation, more extensgive in its operations,
begins where they [science and philosophy] ends, and feasts the
mind with intelligence, pure and holy, from the presence of God.—
Tels of eternal mansivns, of 1mmortal glories, of everlasting do-
yinions. of angelic throngs, of heavenly hosts, of fltaming seriphs,
of crowns of glorv, of palms of victory, of the saint’s cternal trt-
umph through a glorious resurrection, of RONQS of rvﬂrhmiing 10V,
of Gotl the father of all, of Jesus the mediator of the new covennnt,
and ol the blood ot the sprinkling, which speaketh better things,
thnn that of righteous Abel.

[t not only acquaints us with these eternal things, but it makes
known unto us the future history of man 1 time, of the purposes of
God, which have to be accomplished before the end of all things
comes. It warns and forewarns, of the wars, the pestilences, the
tarnmines, the carthquakes, and the desolations, which are coming on
the earth,  The aising and falling of nations: and also the desola-
tion of the earth itself: the falling of the mountains, the rising of
the vallies, the melting of the rocks, the purifying of the elements
by fire: of the sun’s vailing his face, the moon’s turning to blood,
the stars of heaven falling: of the heavens rolling away as a scroll;
and of Christ’s descending from heaven in a cloud, with the shout
of the arch angel, and the trump of God.  And of the wicked's tenr-
ing and ttembling, of their faces gathering blackness, and of their
socking a refuge under the mountains, and of their calling upon the
rocks to hide them from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne,
nnd {rom the wrath of the Lamb; ¢For the great day of hia wrath
has como, and who shall be able to stand?™
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All this mass of important intelliginee, together with the final end
of all thrones, and dominions, and principalities, and powers,
and governments, which nothing else but revelation could make
linown, (for science, with all her powers, could never declare it,
neither could philosophy, with her utmost stretch, reach it,) we ob-
tain by our holy rehgion; for this is her province; it is the theatre
where she actst it is the business we have for her: it is to tell us
things which nothing else could tell; it is to fill us with that kind of
wisdom, which cometh down {rom above, and which is alone ob-
tained by revelation, and by the powers which our holy religion
confers, and by nothing clse. In view then, of what we have al-
ready obtained, and of what there is to be obtained, we have as-
sembled ourselves together in this remote land, to prepare for that
which 1s coming on the earth, and we have this day laid the corncre
stones of this temple of God, and design, with as little deluy as pos-
sible, to complete it, and to rear up to the name of our God in this
city, “Far West;™ a house, which shall be a house of prayer, a
house of learning, a house of order, and a house of God; where all
the sciences, languages &c., which are taught in our country, in
schools of the highest order, shall be taughy. And the object 19, 10
have it on a plan accessable to all classes, the poor, as well as the
rich, that all persons in our midst, may have an opportunity to edu-
cate their children, both male and female, to any extent they please.
So that all the talents in our midst, may be called forth, in order
that we may avail ourselves, of all the means God puts into our
hands, and put it into the power of all, to delived thomselves, from
the impositions, and frauds, which are practicing upon the more il-
Nterate part of the community, by those who have had superfor ad-
vantages, or as far, at least, as learning can go tc obtain this object.

One part of the house, shall be set apart for a place of warship,
where we shall invoke our Goa for revelations, when we have gone
as far as human learning can carry us, that by revelations, visions
&e. we may fill the vacuum still left, after science and philosophy
have done all they can do.  So that we may have that understand-
'ng, and that wisdom which brings salvation, and that knowledge
which is nato cternal life.

‘T'hat whether there are wars, or famines, or pestilences, or earth-
quakes, or distress of nations, or whatever may come according to
the purposes of our God, that we may know it before hand, and be
prepared for ity so that none of these things shall overtake ui az a
thiet in the night. and while we are crying peace and safety, sud-
den destruetion come upon us.

The Saviar of the world himself, while he was here with his dis-
ciples, said, that, **As it was in the days of Naah, so ghould it be
at the comine of the Son of nan. They were cating, they were
drinking, they were marrying, and giving in marriage, and knew
not, till the flocd came and swept thein all away—=So shall it he, at
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‘he coming of ihe Son of man.” And Paul declared to the saints of
is day, **That the day of the Lord so cometh, as a thicf in the
vight,  That when the people are crying peace aund safety, then
udden destruction cometh upon thewn, and they shall not escape.
And that wicked men and seducers, would wax worse and worse,
deceiving and ocing deceived.” They will, says Peter, say, “whero
is the promisc of his coming; for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were {rom the beginning of the creation.”’
Such 1s to be the state of the world, at the most important period
in the existence of inan’s earthly residence. The discription given
by Isaiah, is tremendous in the extreme, ¢“Behold, the Lord maketh
the earth empty and maketh it waste, and turneth it up side down,
and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof, And it shall be, ag
with the people so with the priest; as with the servant so with his
master, as with the maid so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so
with the seller; as with the lender so with the borrower: as wit
the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him; the land shall
be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled for the Lord hath spoken
thus word. ‘T'he earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world lan-
guisheth, and fadeth away; the haughty people of the earth do lan-
guish. The earth is also defiled under the 1nhabitants thereof, be-
cause they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinances,
broken the everlasting covenant. ‘Therefore hath the curse do-
voured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: there-

fote the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men lefl.”

The prophet Mali¢hi discribing the eame scene and the same period of ca-
lamnity says, “Fot behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven: and Arr
the prond, and art that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and tlte day that eom-
eth ¢hall burm them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shallleave them neither
root nor branch.

The psalmist David, in the majesty of his prophetic power, has left us a
warning also, whea he says, ‘‘The mighty God, even the Lord hath spoken,
and called tHe earth from the rising of the sun to the going down théreof. Out
of Kion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. Our God shall coine, and
shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before, him and it shall be very tempest-
uousd round about Him<’ He shall eall to the heavens from above and to the
earth (that he may judge his people). Gather iny saints together unto me;
those that haye made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall
declare his righteousness; for God Is Judge himself.

Having thenknewledge of these things, aud the vvice of God being unto us,
to gater together, and make a covenant with our God by sacrifice ~ We have
given heed theréunto, and, are here thisduy as witnesses for God, that he has
notspoken in vain, neither has he said in vain. But the day andiheé hout of
his judgementssleepeth not, neither do they slumber; and tvhether mnen believe
or do not believe, it alters not the word which God has caused to be spoken,
but come it must, and come it will, and that to the astonishient, the confusion,
anid the dismay, of thousands who believe not, neither will they regard, until
evertaken by it asa thiefin the night, and sudden distruction come upon them,
and there be none to deliver.

Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, we warn our fellow men, not on-
1y by precept, but example also, by leaving our former homes, to which we
were bound by the strongest ties, sulfering a sacrifice of the greatest share of
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our carthly possessions.  Many of us, in times past, werd rich, but for Jesus "
sake, and at the command of our God we have become poor, because he [Christ]
becaine poor for our sakes; 8o in like manner, we follow his example, and be-
come poor for his salke, '

And as Moses left Egypt not fearing the wrath of the king, and refused t’
be called the son of Pharaoah‘s davghter, choosing rather to suffer afRiction
with the people of God, than enjoy the pleasures nfgsin for a season, having re.
spect to the recompense of reward. So do we, we choose to sufferafliction
with the peopleof God, rather than enjoy the flatteries of the world for a sca-
son.

It is not because we cannot, 1f we were so disposed, enjoy both the honbrs
and flatterics of the world, but we have voluntarily offered them in sacrifice,
und the riches of the world also, for a more durable substance: Our God has
promised us a reward of eternal inheritance, and we have believed his promise,
and though we wade through great tribulation, we are in nothing dincnumged,
for we know he that has promised is faithful. The promise 1s sure, and the
reward is certain. It is because of this, that we have taken the spoiling of our
goods. Our checks have been given to the smiters, and our heads to those who
have plucked oft the hair. We have not only when smitten on one cheek turn.-
cd the other, but we have done it, again and again, until we are wearied of bo.
ing amitten, and tired of beiug trampled upon. We have proved the world with
Kindness, we have suffered their abuse without cause, with patience, anid
have endured without resentment, until this day, and still their persecutions and
violence docs not cease. But from this day and this hour, we will suffer it no
inore.

We take God and all the holy angele o witness this day, that wes warn all
men in the name of Jesus Christ, to eome on us no more forever. for from this
hour, we will bear it no more, our rights shall no more be trampled on with
impunity.  The man or the set of men, who attempts 1it, does it at the ex-
pense of theirlives.  And that mob that comes on us 1o disturb us; it shall be
between usand them a war of extermination; for we will follow them, till the
last drop of their blood is spilled, or else they will have to exterminate ust for
we will carry the seatof war to their own houses, and their own tamilies, and
one party or the other shall he utterly destroyed.—Remember it then all M,

We will never be the agressors, we will infringo on the rights of no peopple;
bit <hall <tand for our own until death. We claim our own tights, andare
willing that all others shall enjoy theirs.

No mman shall be at liberty to come.into our streets, Lo threaten us with mobe,
for if hie does, he shall attone for it before he leaves the place, neither shall he
be at Liberty, to villify and slander any of us, for sufter it we will not in this

lace.
! We therefore, take all men to record this day, that we proclaim our liberty
on this day, as did our fathers. And we pledge this day to one another our
fortunes, our lives, and our sacred honors, to be delivered from the persecutions
which we have had to endure, for the last nine years, or nearly that. Neither
will we indulge any man, or set of men, in instituting vexatious law suits against
us, to cheat us out of our just rights, if they attempt it we say wo be unto them.

We this day then proclaiia ourselves free, with a purpose and a

determination, that never can be broken, *‘no never! no mever!!
NO NEVER.”IN



