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in the office of the mayor ofjerusalem mayor teddy kollek with presi-
dent howard W hunter on january 27 1987 richard A hunter look-
ing on courtesy dorene beagles
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reflections on howard W
hunter in jerusalem an

interview with teddy kollek
A hemfewbewpawpam monthsm0nohsths beforebafoefo re presidenpresidentt huhuntersnters deudeadeathth thethefoformerrmer

mayor of jerusalemofjerusalem paid tribute to the president as a quiet
friend to all and a man of ofjudgmentjudgment one couldnt not trust

mark scott

introduction

on september 5 1994 former jerusalem mayor teddy kollek
was interviewed as part of a television documentary on the life of
president howard W hunter the interview was conducted at the
jerusalem center by mark scott of the LDS churchschurche audiovisual
department the former mayor who himself has an extraordinary
reputation cited the great respect and admiration he held for pres-

ident hunter and said he would do anything requested of him for
the president

the documentary howard W huntenhunter prophet of god was
produced for the public affairs department of the church and
aired over the churchschurche satellite system between sessions of the
october 1994 general conference only a small portion of the inter-
view was used in the documentary this article includes the com-
plete interview

teddy kollek

teddy kollek became mayor ofjerusalem in 1965 at age fifty
four and served in that position twenty eight years As mayor
kollek worked to beautify the city foster tolerance and encourage
freedom of worship and free access to the holy places for all 1

A
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he was mayor at the time the church built the orson hyde memo-
rial gardens dedicated in 1979 by spencer W kimball and the
BYU jerusalem center for near eastern studies dedicated in 1989
by president howard W hunter those projects would not have
been possible without teddy kollekskolleasKolleks cooperation

kollek was born in vienna and immigrated to palestine in the
mid 1950s1930s in 1939 he successfully negotiated with adolph eich-
mann to allow the release and emigration of three thousand jew-
ish youth who were incarcerated in concentration camps from
1952 to 1964 he was the director general of prime minister david
ben gurions office although now in his eighties kollek remains
active in raising funds for beautifying and restoring jerusalem as
well as providing human services for his beloved city

the interview

mark scott how long have youknownyou known president hunter

teddy kollek well its difficult for me to remember I1 think cer-
tainly since the idea of a mormon center in jerusalem started
he came here as of course elder hunter not as president
hunter you had been here for quite some years in rented
premises at ramat rachel where you sent groups several
times a year but then you made up your mind that you
wanted to be fully represented in jerusalem and started nego-
tiating about a site I1 remember that vividly talking several
times about this with president hunter the first idea was to
build it right next door to the king david hotel in an open
garden along the road and I1 was very much against this
I1 thought you would be cramped in style if there would be
an argument there is nothing in jerusalem that is not argued
about then it would be right in the center of town and it
wouldnt do any good for the quietness and the pleasant
atmosphere that you were normally accustomed to creating
so finally in all of these negotiations when I1 met with pres-

ident hunter on frequent occasions the decision fell on this
plot here it is so much superior to anything else that was
contemplated before and it shows his good judgment and his
good taste
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at the dedication of the orson hyde memorial garden 1979 howard W
hunter receiving a token of appreciation from then mayor teddy kollek
of jerusalem seated left to righttight president spencer W kimball
camilla E kimball dorothy elaine hunter rasmussen president ezra
taft benson and flora A benson courtesy LDS church archives

S what was your dialogue with him like at the time

K well he explained to me the importance of having a center
a mormon center here in jerusalem then of course I1

accepted the ideaideal gladly and happily but this was the con-
tent of our conversation I1 never imagined or hoped you
would build something so beautiful and so impressive as this
building where we are sitting I1 know there were many peo-
ple involved in this elder faust had a great hand in this and
others who came over here but elder hunter was no doubt
the moving spirit and the one who stuck with it even during
periods when he didnt feel so well physically he thought
about this all the time and just gave it a real push I1 dont
know but I1 imagine you must have overspentoverspendoverspent your budget
several times here not a penny was saved on the beauty of
this place and the results are remarkable but without elder
hunter I1 am sure this would not have come about
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of course you know enough about the arguments that
happened here we are an argumentative people all of us
whether its the israelis certainly but even throughout the
various christian denominations they were not all happy
about the mormonscormons coming in and made all kinds of difficul-
ties the moslems are argumentative too everybody regards
themselves as the only chosen one and has good arguments
of course we have the best theres no question I1 say this
jokingly but we are the oldest next year 199519951 it will be
30005000 years since david the king came and made the capital
of the jewish kingdom here this of course is decisive for us
and in a sense is decisive for all the others who came after
that based on this

S how did president hunter deal with the problems as they
arose what was his style

K he was always full of equanimity but I1 have a slight suspicion
that he didnt quite appreciate the fierceness of the argu-
ments that were fought here in a simple sense this fell to a
very great extent to me for months and months outside city
hall I1 had pickets ofofhassidicjewshassidichassidimHassidic jews who believed that this was
the worst thing that could happen to jerusalem theres
always a worst thing that could happen to jerusalem thats
part of the atmosphere altogether it is a much quieter city
than people know I1 had the good fortune last month to be in
seattle a nice and quiet and pleasant city probably the type
of city in which every american would like to livefive it is the
same size as we are and it turns out they have exactly ten
times as many cases of homicide during the year as we have
and we have an equal number of citizens but in our case

every one becomes a headline in the papers there they are
a pleasant nice hardworkinghard working community and they get over
it easily here everything is being trumpeted on television
and in the media and the papers the fact that you lived
through all this quietly is to a very great extent to the credit
of elder hunter im sure inside he knew the difficulties but
he dealt with them in a sensible a nice way he could just as
easily have thrown up his hands and said you dont want
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jerusalem center 1994 looking northwest toward the BYU jerusalem
center of near eastern studies describing the center as so beautiful
and so impressive teddy kollek attributes much of the success of this
project to president hunter who was no doubt the moving spirit and
the one who stuck with it even during periods when he didnt feel so
well physically courtesy mark philbrick

this to go why should we bother but he had set his mind
on having this institution here and this is what he carried
out we are really deeply grateful to have concerts in this hall
here to see this view of the temple mount and the whole of
jerusalem its churches and its mosques and its ancient mon-
uments and the rockefeller museum and whatever you want
it is no doubt the best thing that could happen to us

S do you consider president hunter a good friend

K no question no question but I1 think he is a good friend
of mankind he is particularly attached to jerusalem and this
building I1 havent seen all your mormon temples all over but
of the ones ive seen there is none to touch this one this
architecture and this of course we owe to him he is at-
tached to this building particularly but he is a man who is a
friend of mankind and thats what makes him so special
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S what are some of the particular remembrances you have of
your association with him

K well the more recent are the stronger ones recently we
were really worried about his health but he came here in
spite of his health and he didnt miss a single necessary trip
he came sometimes under very difficult physical circum-
stances but he didnt miss a single meeting or a single deci-
sion so recent memories show his real strengths in a very
quiet way his tremendous strengths in caring for the
church for his community for his assignment and for this
building here in the city of jerusalem

S if he were here and you could talk to him again are there
some things you would like to say to him that maybe you
dont say sometimes

K well I1 dont think he likes praise I1 dont think he likes peo-
ple to use long unusual phrases therefore I1 would only
again repeat my very simple thank you to him but in my
heart I1 know what it means and I1 hope he does

this is a particularly beautiful day today and if I1 could
utteruner a wish today on the eve of our new year I1 wish I1 could take
president hunter on this beautiful terrace and we could
look together at jerusalem in this very excellent lightfight with the
newly decorated mosque that was newly gilded by king hus-
sein and looks now even nicer than it did before and the vari-
ous church steeples and other important buildings that we can
see from here I1 think it would give him great pleasure to do
this and it would be for me a great honor to accompany him
on such a tour of this beautiful terrace looking at jerusalem

S this is such a remarkable place so many religions and so
many as you said vocal religions where does the mormon
church fit into all of this

K well forgive me but you are the latest the youngest child
very often the youngest child is the most beloved child now
you certainly came here in great style and you took even the
opposition and it was a strong opposition quietly know-
ing that eventually your very presence and the way you
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view from the jerusalem center 1994 looking southwest toward
jerusalem through some of the centers many arches courtesy mark
philbrick

presented yourselves here would conquer all the opposition
that you surely have done in a magnificent way I1 dont know
whether there is still some opposition or some suspicion or
so around but the way you have stuck to your undertakings
here in this city not to do any proselytizing because you
know how sensitive people are in a generation in which we
lost six million jews during the holocaust not to lose jews
through proselytizing your very action the way you did it I1

think conquered everybody because I1 cant lose any more
elections as mayor after the last election eight terms 28

years was apparently sufficient so here I1 am in a personal
way thanking you very much for what you did for what you
stand for and for how you express it

S when in the discussions with president hunter that became
an issue not proselytizing and so on how was that handled
by president hunter
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K I1 think he understood our misgivings jews have suffered over
generations for a long time at the hands of the churches the
militant churches maybe the thing that comes first to mind
is our position in spain and portugal the crusades are dir-
ectly connected with this country during which many many
people suffered so when a single word proselytizing is
mentioned it means something very abhorrent to us par-
ticularlyticularly now as I1 said in the time and generation which lost
six million people in the most cruel possible fashion I1

thought that all these things didnt have to be explained to
president hunter he understood this perfectly but he was
also I1 am sure so composed because he knew how well you
would overcome this by the way you are carrying yourself
and you are acting and this is what happened in every way
he understood us the church acted the way it is accustomed
to act not to shout to keep its promises in a quiet way and
all this together was a combination which led no doubt to
your becoming victorious

S you obviously trusted him very early why is that

K well if you meet him you cant not trust him its as simple
as all that you know I1 knew it was not an easy thing for the
mormon church and for him to say we shall not prosely-
tize because that is one of your tenets this is what you are
doing in many parts of the world it couldnt have been easy
for him but I1 had no doubt that if he undertook this he would
stick to it

S let me ask you just one last question are there some partic-
ular qualities of president hunter that you especially like

K with all my high regard for the mormon church and its mem-
bers and the way you all behave and I1 saw you individually
and I1 saw you when almost 2000 came here for the opening
of the orson hyde garden around the cornercomer here he is
even quieter if possible more simple more direct than all of
you and that is very impressive

mark scott is manager of public affairs projects audiovisual department the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints
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interviewing teddy kollek mark scott is holding a microphone teddy
kollek is seated on the right the others are a free lance film crew from
jerusalem BYU jerusalem center for near eastern studies september 5
1994 courtesy mark scott

NOTE

eddseddyteddy kollek to friendsfnendsfrends september 14 1993 jerusalem copy in the pos-
session of robert C taylor provo office of the BYU jerusalem center for near
eastern studies
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margaret gayjudd clawson 1831 1912 margaret clawsonsClawsons rambling
reminiscence written in 1906 details her journey across the plains in
1849 when she was a teenager and her subsequent life in utah cour
tesy utah state historical society



tryedaryed and purified as gold
mormon womens lives

A journal entry is a pieceapiece savedfromsaved from rhethethefabricfabricpadric of a
comanswomans day ragged incomplete misshapen only its

color andpatternand pattern are left to show how ititfitsaitsfitsfats with its mates

maureen ursenbach beecher

and now that I1 have written this long disconnected rambling
remembrances of the past wrote mormon pioneer margaret judd
clawson in the late nineteenth century 1I scarslysmarsly know what to do
with it for who can be interested in the little things of the
common everyday life of anotheranother1I1

1I for one and my colleagues are interested since the
nascence some thirty years ago of the study of womens history
we have valued every such text for the richness of its details its
little things from just such rambling remembrances as those of

margaret clawson we have been able to extract the details which
analyzed and synthesized allow us to construct and illustrate a his-
tory of the mormon past female

As I1 have worked in archives collections abstracting an overall
picture however I1 have realized that my joy was not in the general-
izationsizations I1 could draw but in each life I1 was reading something in the
handwritten sometimes penciled often naive misspelled unclut-
tered account each woman gave of herself drew me in and held me
fast I1 would find the single detail or particular description I1 needed
for my historical analysis then guilt nudging at my elbow to move to
other sources I1 would read on and on and on each writer whom
I1 viewed first as informant became by stages an individual a woman
an acquaintance my friend my sister the historical data became a

productbyproductby of what is now to me a much more satisfying search
the life writings of mormon women a literature of its own richard
cracroft and neal lambert in their anthology A believing people

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994 95
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introduced me to mary goble pays description of her familysfamilys arrival
in utah with the handcart companies

we arrived in salt lake city nine oclock at night the I1lithI1 th of
december 1856 three out of four that were living were frozen
my mother was dead in the wagon

bishop hardy had us taken to a home in his ward and the
brethren and the sisters brought us plenty of food we had to be
careful and not eat too much as it might kill us we were so hungry

early next morning bro brigham young and a doctor came
the doctors name was williams when bro young came in he
shook hands with us all when he saw our condition our feet
frozen and our mother dead tears rolled down his cheeks 2

the passage defies analysis by any of the criteria by which I1 was
taught to recognize good writing simple sentences or run on or
fragmentary interjectionsintersectionsInterjections dangling modifiers little words only
two with more than two syllables in the whole passage but a hop-
kins sonnet or a john donne sermon has not the power to move
me as has this honest piece so simply written the literary canon
must expand to allow it a place

for our mormon manuscript collections are rich with the life
writings of ordinary women from our recent past brigham young
universitys harold B lee library among other local repositories
has such gems packed away in fiberdexfiberdex boxes often untouched
from year to year not the written for publication works of famous
women these are either the daily jottingscottingsjottings of mothers wives
daughters or the womens mature attempts to set their lives in
order to explain themselves not to the world as newman
attempted in his apologia pro vita sua but to their children and
their childrens children in the puritan tradition of testimony bear-
ing and lasting testament in loose sheets or bound notebooks
they are as imperfect as the liveshivesilves they represent as incomplete as
a peek through the keyhole as unfinished as mortality

for all their simplicity and honesty the life narratives of
women are deceptive representations we see only traces that is

surely part of their appeal the intimation of lifes hidden intrica-
cies which connect the bits we see in a voice imitative of that of
the female life writer canadian novelist margaret atwood wrote

its impossible to say a thing exactly the way it was because what
you say can never be exact you always leave something out there
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are too many parts
sides crosscurrentscrosscurrents
nuances too many
gestures which could
mean this or that too
many shapes which
can never be fully
described too many
flavors in the air or
on the tongue half
colors too many 3

for how in discourse
that is at best only condi-
tionallytionally referential and
subject to infinite play
of meaning can one re-
create a life a year a day
a single moment try as
we would to hold a mir-
ror up to life we aremary goble pay 1843 19151913 her ingen
faced with theuousbous life sketch begun in 1896 and fin physical

isheddished in 1909 speaks poignantly of her fact that the reflection is
experiences as a british immigrant pio-
neer

at best a reverse image in
mother midwife and community two dimensions in spite

builder courtesy deseret book of the fact that autobi-
ography is impossible

wrote philippe lejeune this in no way prevents it from existing 4

to the general impossibility of writing a life add the specific diffi-
culty occasioned by her gender of composing a womanscomans life
a woman whose literary models were those created mainly by men
about mens liveshivesilvesbives in a society that values what men value despite
the fact that the first extant autobiography in english was written
by a woman the genre is essentially male augustine goethe
rousseau bunyan franklin the canon is theirs even that noble
first autobiography the book of margeryofmargery kempe written in about
1450 lay undiscovered until the mid twentieth century

two centuries after kempe margaret cavendish duchess of
newcastle penned A true relation of my birth breeding and
life as an appendage to her much longer biography ofher husband
anticipating the criticism of her peers in seventeenth century
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england she asked rhetorically why hath this lady writ her own
life the question is real enough in publishing her own autobi-
ographyography lady cavendish was exploring territory inhabited largely
though not exclusively by men 1I hope my readers will not think
me vain for writing my life she began adding that of herself
11 none care to know whose daughter she was or whose wife she is
or how she was bred or what fortunes she had or how she lived or
what humourhumous or disposition she was of she hoped her text would
create and preserve her identity lest after ages should mistake in
not knowing I1 was daughter to one master lucas of st johns near
colchester in essex second wife to the lord marquis of newcas-
tle for my lord having had two wives I1 might easily have been
mistaken especially if I1 should die and my lord marry again 1155

margaret was right historically she had no individuality sep-
arate from that of her father and her husband the existence of
other daughters and other wives might obliterate from memory
her very being ultimately writes critic sidonie smith the issue
is one of identity versus anonymity cavendish is writing for her
very life 6

mormon women autobiographersbiographersauto likewise struggled to jus-
tify their efforts at life writing who can be interested apolo-
gized margaret clawson it has been a pasttimefasttimepasttime and pleasure to
me recalling the little incidents and occurrences of the long ago
and this is my only excuse for these lengthy reminiscences 7171177377

it should not surprise us then that in davis bittonsbittensBittons guide to mor-
mon diaries the ratio of womens to mens life writings in utah
repositories is about one in ten a discrepancy I1 suggest created as
much by our failure to value and preserve womens life writings
as by their failure to write 8

As we broaden the literary canon to include these texts we
establish a corpus of the life writings of ordinary women how do
we then approach them critically what principles can guide our
reading how do they reach us these private pieces

first there is the question of genre for diaries or journals
differ from autobiographies or memoirs or reminiscences and
both differ from letters or recorded conversations let me use a
homely metaphor to make some distinctions mary white was one
of the west texas quiltmakersquiltmakers interviewed by patricia cooper and
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norma bradley buferd for their 1978 book the Quilquittersters for mary
quilting was a way to see the world

you cant always change things sometimes you dont have no con-
trol over the way things go hail ruins the crops or fire bums you out
and then youre given so much to work with in a life and you have
to do the best you can with what youve got thats what piecing is

the materials is passed on to you or is all you can afford to buy
thats whats given to you your fate but the way you put them
together is your business you can put them in any order you like 9

the image works as well to explain not only the living of a life but
also the writing of one each recorded moment each diary entry is
a piece saved from the fabric of a womanscomans day ragged incomplete
nusmisshapenshapen only its color and its pattern left to show how it fits
with its mates like fabric scraps a diary is a jumble of unconnected
pieces tossed together into a box and pushed under the bed

my own mother had such heaps of fabric pieces whenever
she sewed we children had the task of picking up the scraps the
criterion for which pieces were saved and which were discarded
was their size half a quilt square was large enough to keep since
two pieces could be sewn together to make one four by four inch
block just recently because it was worn beyond mending I1 dis-
carded an old block quilt made from mothers sewing scraps
it was like losing my childhood for I1 recognized blocks from my
brothers striped pajamas a pink print dress of my own and an
apron my mother had worn

sometimes after I1 had moved from home my sister would
find a particularly fine fabric or plan a special dress too good not
to tell about she would cut a sample tidy its edges attach to it
some of the trimmings and a sketch of the style and send it to me
thats a letter shaped according to the writers relationship to the
intended recipient these letters too often became part of a col-
lection loosely stuffed into a hatbox on the closet shelf

sometimes the fabric pieces just stayed where they were
sometimes however in a season of relative quiet a woman would
pull them out and make the small pieces into larger blocks bits of
life history stars or log cabins or nine square blocks intending
to put them together some day she would see patterns emerging
possibilities she had not imagined her initial sorting might lead to
a new focus a wider view the backward look might well lead
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to a new dream of a possible future the reshaping of the past to a
restructuring of the future 10

years later having survived the more demanding necessities
of her life a woman might eventually pull out her box of swatches
or blocks and arrange them into a full quilt top you can put them
in any order you like mary white had said wedding ring log
cabin windmill flying geese or crazy quilt she would now
create a thing of beauty in which every piece connected artisti-
cally and permanently to its neighbor and every block had its
partner emergent patterns became permanent each piece part of
the whole each piece that the collector still liked that is or would
acknowledge as hers that is an autobiography its intricacy or sim-
plicity tells more about the woman at the time of its quilting than
of the blocks at the time of their origin it uses the stuff of the past
merely as the raw material out of which the present is recreated

take annie clarkdarkoark tanner for example you know her as A
mormon mother from her fine autobiography published by her
son obert in 1969 11 from first to last we have not the child annie
growing up the girl annie attending brigham young academy the
young woman annie marrying into polygamy or the mother annie
rearing her children alone in farmington instead each part is cut
to shape and placed in the whole to reveal to the mature reflect-
ing annie and to the reader the meaning of the contradictions
in her life in composing the autobiography annie drew on her
collection of her diaries and letters which her son later told me
were destroyed how sad in the spaces between the diary and
the autobiography what might we learn of growth of struggle of
developing self awareness

then we might have of annie what we have of rhoda dykes
burgess whose diary as typed by her granddaughter recently
came to hand begin anywhere it hardly matters try january 15
1882 pine valley utah

it is snowing very hard to day there has been no meeting nor sunday
school most of the men are away at work I1 am not well to day eliza
has been writing the young folks are having a sleigh ride oh how
I1 miss my dear mother when I1 am sick 12

then begin to trace the pieces todays snow will last for months
even though this is pine valley not thirty miles from st george



mormon womens lives 23

utahs usual hot spot the
burgesses have come down
from their farm in grass

valley further up the
mountains where the win-
ter is even harder to live

until summer it helps to
have neighbors especially
in winter in spring rhoda
and george will again
move their household the
twelve miles north

it is sunday as rhoda
writes even so the men
are away at work the
men are usually away at
work 1I am not well today
is a rare complaint for

rhoda ann dykes burgess 1845 1918 rhoda and a foreshadowrhoda burgess kept a daily account of
ing- in three weeks sheher pioneering experiences in southern

utahs pine valley and grass valley she will bear her tenth child
bore eleven children there and reared all and sixth daughter on the
but two to adulthood courtesy lois eve of the birthingberthingbirthing rhoda
shepherd beck will write

I1 have been cleaning washed and ironed a littel the children are
home from school geo is back from grassvalleyGrassvalley supper is over and
the littel ones are in bed the snow is quite deep and the weather very
cold I1 am so lonely to night and selfish enough to wish my dear old
mother here with me 13

but in january rhodas sister eliza is here with her writing
follow her story eliza had married georges brother hyram in
1858 six years before rhoda and george married A second and
third wife entered hyrams family and eliza found a better place
with rhoda to whom she seems almost a sister wife had she not
sprained her ankle four days before this writing she might have
been more helpful what was eliza writing a diary of her own a
letter to whom saying what
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the young folks are having a sleigh ride splendid for the
mormon community had little else but its own entertainment
who of the children are there george edward eddie is sixteen
perhaps he is along for the fun now but his father will need him
to ride over to grass valley in the evening to tend the animals
there rhoda will worry that he will freeze in the cold of course
perhaps he has lagged behind in order to court emily jeffery who
will come ever so surely into rhodas diary as eddie brings her into
the family three years from now

mary alice allie at thirteen well deserves the sleigh ride
the weekly washing falls to her and the cleaning when rhoda is

confined allie churns cooks and helps out at the neighbors
before primary each week a mrs jones is teaching her to sew by
hand and when rhodas sewing machine arrives allie willwin surely
learn that too it seems much for so young a girl but her older sis-

ter lillie who would have been their mothers main help had died
three months before allie was born

the next oldest daughter to allie is ella mae ellie nine not
quite the help her sister is she brings in the wood and often must
tend willard seven horace four and lucy three while allie is

away or working in two weeks ellie and howard eleven will be
feverish and covered with rashes measles which will last
through rhodas confinement did rhoda fear the effect of measles
on an unborn child did she know the fetus within her was already
beyond that danger or did she worry alone in silence did the
little ones catch the measles or would she have that to worry
about that later rhoda doesnt say about the time they would
have broken out rhoda would be facing her own confinement

anticipating the birthingberthingbirthing without my dear old mother is

particularly trying dorcas keeling dykes grandma to the chil-
dren ma to rhoda had been sick through most of december the
diary reads

dec 12 the children came from grandmasgrandeasGrandmas this morning said she was
sick so I1 hurried down found her in bed she said she was a littel bet-
ter she had had a chill

dec 131311 have been sick all day so I1 did not go down till evening
found her much better she said she wanted her supper so we got it
she ate hearty seemed to enjoy it
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dec 14 ma is not so well to day has that old pain in her side

dec 15 ma is no better and yet she does not seem very sick her
appetite is quite good and her mouth is all broke out with cold
sores

dec 16 ma sent word to me not to come down to day as she felt
much better I1 am so glad

dec 171711 hurried down to mas this morning found she had spit blood
all night I1 hope it is nothing serious I1 have seen her spit
blood before this brother lloydlioyd has just administered to her I1 do wish
george was here evening lord help us to say tbtthyyby will be done our
dear old mother has passed away to a better world than this

the snow is falling on her grave today rhoda writes as she draws
one day nearer her own passage through the valley of the shadow
of death that was birthingberthingbirthing

so patch after patch the quilt pieces jumble into rhodas
box gingham for allie calico for ellie corduroy for eddie to
keep him warm leather for george perhaps and ecru lace from
mas shawl life raw life day by tedious day I11 I have been piecing
a flannel quilt and tearing carpet rags all day the fabric of a
womanscomans life

but not always so heavy with responsibility take lizzie
conrad nearly nineteen and waiting for her true love to return
writing to her diary as though to a friend and signaling with a
squiggle each day a letter arrives from her hyrum

little journal I1 havent written any in you for a long time I1 have
neglected you and my mind is getting rusty sacred little book you
will keep my secrets wont you

the persona is innocence itself springtime pregnant with promise
but threatened by approaching summer

221st1 st of march 189411894 this is my birthday I1 am 19 years old I1 ought
to be a woman now oh what a responcibilityresponsibility the oldest one of the
family ought to be able to take the place of ma lizziestizziesLizzies mother will
give birth next month hyrum is coming home am I1 happy or sorry
I1 am glad he is coming home but sorry I1 have not been a better girl
and proven my self more worthy of him I1 was such a child when
he went away and a very thoughtless girl and hyrum the boy that he
was sent away to preache the gospel he will come home with a
great deal of experience and a strong testamony of the truth I1 won-
der if I1 will ever be worthy of him



26726 BbyustudiesBYUYU studies

V

mary elizabeth lizzie
conrad muhlstein

1875 1938 shown
here with her hus
band hyrum ca
1910 lizzie is seen
in her diary not as
the decorous wife
and mother but as
the fervent and
impassioned teen
ager who waited for

nvnimhyrumshyrams return from
his mission courtesy

joyce muhlstein

hyrum does return and the diary likeilke the velveteen rabbit is
forgotten a while A year passes

well my little book it has been a long time since ive told you how I1

felt id feel pretty well if id done right all the time but I1 have not
I1 thought at one time I1 had more trouble than any one but the old
saying is that time is the great healer of all wounds and he has
partly healed mine after having taken a fancy to the german lad
and here we may remember that the manuscript is cataloguedcataloguercatalo gued in

our BYU archive under the name lizzie conrad mullesteinmublestein his
folks took it into their heads that it must not be so they there fore
decided to seperate us by the atlantic ocean and thought that I1

would soon marry and their son would be saved but that scheme
didentaident work hyrum and I1 felt the same as of old towards each
other his folks still treat me cool he left for scofield on the 15 of
may to raise some money to pay off his mission debt and of corse
I1 am left alone again 14

the course of true love et cetera et cetera but true true love
it seldom is for personal texts are the fictions we create in order
to make our lives acceptable to ourselves by omissions by evasions
or by outright untruthsuntruths we reshape events to our liking I11 I dont
remember why I1 was lying here observed a young friend on
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reading her own teenage diary but I1 know this is a lie 111515 our
memories are flawed distorted as people discover when they
share their version of an event with that of a sibling or a spouse
but within every text is imbeddedbeddedembeddedim a deeper truth a transcendent
reality trying to emerge take this reflective account of a canadian
woman looking back to her central utah childhood

maydell cazier palmer was a queenly personage in my young
world she and her stake president husband came occasionally to
our ward and shared sunday dinner with us my father then being
bishop I1 stretched to understand the sermons of the dignified
man his slight palsy seeming to add emphasis to his words but I1

cowered in absolute awe of the woman his wife who seemed to
tower by his side in regal silence she was not silent I1 discovered
as I1 matured but she never occupied our pulpit that I1 recall edu-
cated articulate outspoken she had earned by her conscientious
examination of her life and her surroundings a reputation for ask-
ing probing questions in her autobiography written in her later
years one sees her attempt to anticipate the end from the begin-
ning there we must doubt objectively the story by which she
explains to herself the stance of questioning at which she arrived

born in 1889 she lived what she remembers as a happy
childhood with her parents and her two sisters in nephi utah
after 1903 however her father seemed nowhere present actu-
ally he had gone to canada taking with him his second wife
duly sealed in salt lake before the 1890 manifesto his brother
orson who had also emigrated occasionally returned to utah
maydell remembered

on one of these visits he came to see my mother and I1 innocently
asked him why my father did not come home to visit us A peculiar
expression was exchanged between the two and a meaningless
answer given A few days later I1 put this question to my mother and
received the answer she had hidden from me for these years your
father is living in canada with a woman whom he has introduced as
his wife 16

the threads of this story are so tenuous the spaces so open I1 am
reminded of a piece of battenberg lace just enough fabric to
connect the threads but not enough to fill in the holes how could
so bright and analytical a young woman living in a mormon town
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where marshals had so recently threatened the security of nearly
half the families in the community and at a time when hearings in
washington were accusing mormonscormons of clinging to their polygamous
marriages have achieved her midteensmidteens without suspecting the
cause of her fathers absence or sensing the sorrow in her moth-
ers silence

maydell continues

I1 thought for a second she must be joking but when I1 saw her face
full of anguish I1 realized she spoke the truth suddenly my fairyland
disappeared I1 found that the idol of my girlhood had clay feet
I1 sobbed in grief 17

telescoping her fears her suspicions her mothers shame
into one brief moment maydell has encapsulated for herself and
divulged to us what she later saw as a turning point in her faith
the thinking of all my life about revelation has been tempered by

this traumatic experience 18 that the event occurred just as may-

dell related it is unlikely that the resulting attitude toward
prophetic dicta remained is undeniable

before he allowed the church historian to look at his diary
my grandfather carefully razored out small sections more fre-
quently we totally omit details which belie the persona we are try-
ing to present spaces silences perhaps the most interesting part
of the autobiographical record is what is left out and why in my
grandfathers case notes were deleted after inclusion perhaps
they reflected ill on another person perhaps they spoke a truth
which in the days of post manifesto polygamy could be damaging
to the church perhaps they simply contradicted the self he
wished to portray that another of my ancestors noted the birth of
one of his children in the margin as an afterthought need not sug-
gest that the birth meant little to him it could as easily reflect his
sense of what a mans journal ought to concern itself with

women too have been known to suppress parts of their
records or destroy the entire record more often what happens in a
womanscomans world seems to her simply too mundane too routine too
insignificant to warrant mention the dailiness of a womanscomans life

laurel ulrich calls it the ongoing comanswomanswomans work that creates the
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core around which the
household members build
their lives the little
things margaret clawson
deemed of no interest

emma lorena bar-
rows brown called in the
issos as presidentpresident of the
wasatch stake relief soci-
ety kept a lean diary of
her activities the few
events and activities she
considered worthy of
mention are framed by
the omission of the ones
she did not deign to note
at home she would

maydell cazier palmer 1889 1984 bomborn write summarizing for
in central utah maydell palmer wrote her herself the demanding
autobiography shortly before her death tasks of keeping house in
outlining her life in lethbridge canada rural charleston utah
and extensive travels with her scientist in contrast relief society
husband photo ca 1975 courtesy del-
bert palmer activities are spelled out

in her 1878 entries

sun 28 july 1878 went to R society meeting meeting comencedcommencedcomenced at
9 oclock sister E R snow & zina young spoke and gave ous some
good instruction went to sunday school then went to bro murdock
to dinner went to antemaftemannemafternoonaftemoonoon meeting come home and got supper
then went to the young ladies meeting sis snow zina young
spoke had a good meeting

mon 29 went to wallsburghWallsburgh to meeting eat dinner to br camp had a
good meeting come home

tuesbues 30 went to heber to meeting had a good meeting eat dinner to
br shelton then come home

wed 31 at home sister snow and zina come had a good visit george
comencedcommencedcomenced to mow

august ist th george went to battle creek to take sister snow
and zina and lucy and chas seen them get on the cars to go to the
city wash 19



emma lorena barrows brown diary p 90 the entries on this
page spanning august 19 30 1880 are brief and repetitious
whether they reflect the quality of emmas life at that time is
unknown the page is shown at actual size courtesy jean
duke howe
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the last terse word marks the catchupcatch up of the household tasks
which sister brown had set aside during the visits of her august
guests mondays washing had had to wait until the sisters depar-
ture on thursday there follows another weekend of church activ-
ities conference in heber and guests to dinner finally on monday
the daily activities recommence in necessary but uneventful sim-
ilarity reflected in the diary by a series of short entries at home
and washed at home all day quilted a quilet raining at
home ironed at home

whether the task of diary keeping became too onerous the
weather too unremittingly hot or emma lorena simply unable to
find significance in her activities in august 1880 the life of the
thirty seven year old wife mother sister and president is reflected
in an even more sparse series

thu 19 went on the hills back of our place lizza came over

frnfri 20 started home on a load of hay
t 5

sat 21 at home lf

sun 22 at home geo went afnerafteranner the cows
5

mon 23 at home

tus 24 at home
fc S

wed 25 at home

thu 26 at home

frnfri 27 at home

sat 28 at home

sun 29 went to meeting

mon 30 wash

the columnar appearance of augusts entries the apparent same-
ness of her days may well have discouraged emma lorena after
three similarly brief september entries she inscribed the date and
day along the margin and left six weeks worth of empty spaces
from fri 3 at home to october 22 then she noted after a space of
a words length & ethan came home A similar hiatus com-
menced again november I111I1 and continued to december 14 when
even the dates no longer appear empty pages represent january
and february 1881 designating presumably the diarists intent to
summarize those months later then the passage of march through
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november is simply noted by month september is the exception
on the 23 of this month william leonard brown was born

whether pregnancy had been more than usually difficult the sum-
mer more than usually hot the work more than usually dreary or
the baby more than normally difficult only emma lorena can
know for us it is left to ponder the silences the spaces and their
meaning in the framework of the whole diary reading on we feel
relief when in november geo went to provo to meet sister horn
and howard and the relief society work resumes for president
brown it is easier to deal with the positive values than the
negative spaces

margaret judd clawson with whom we began this essay wrote
in full and delightful detail of her young womanhood of crossing
the plains of performing in the salt lake theater ofyoung mother-
hood of the social life which whirled around her family but of the
backstage romance and her marriage as second wife to hiram
clawson she writes only in 1852 1I was sealed to hiram B claw-
son by president brigham young and I1 have no cause to regret ever
having taken that step for he has been a kind considerate
husband and a most indulgent father to all of his children four
years later when margaret was four months pregnant with their son
rudger hiram married a third time her pain and that of hiramshirama
first wife ellen spencer clawson are reflected in that womanscomans let-
ter to her friend ellen mcgary in san bernardino telling of the new
marriage 1I think perhaps margaret feels worse than I1 do for she
was the last and I1 suppose thought he would never get another
the same as I1 did 12020110 in an autobiography written presumably for
her children margaret would not share the anguish the ache the
sorrow engendered by her marriage in polygamy nor perhaps
could she acknowledge the seemingly illicit delight of being
courted and won by a man already someone elsesalses husband in any
case in her reminiscence as in so many mormon womens
accounts her soon to be husband is a shadow a phantom seldom
named or seen

in her letter however margarets sister wife ellen is freer
she knows or thinks she knows that her words will be kept pri-
vate by one who will understand after that third marriage ellen
confides to her friend
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I1 feel as though it would do me good to write for my heart is rather
heavy I1 never thought I1 could care again if hiram got a dozen wives
but it seems as though my affections return with double force now
that I1 feel as if I1 had lost him but I1 expect he thinks as much of me
as ever only in a different way you know a new wife is a new thing
and I1 know it is impossible for him to feel any different towards her
just at present still it makemakess my heart ache to think I1 have not the
same love but I1 console myself with thinking it will subside into
affection the same as it is with me for you know the honeymoonhoney moon
cannot always last at least if you dont know it now you will some-
time perhaps

words tumble pellmellpell mell from ellens pen her grief revealed to her
friend such intimate disclosure is rare in an autobiography and in
most diaries in deigning to read such a letter we who seek to
understand the burdens of the past count ourselves among the
writers confidants and assume with reverence an obligation of
compassion and love we too become sisters and friends

quilts embroideries tapestries fabrics of womens lives
these personal narratives loosely woven or still on the loom
bobbins dangling colors yet to be interwoven or tightly bound
and neatly finished ends tucked in seams hidden unique as the
mind that conceived them the hands that made them they warm
us please our eye delight our sensibilities evoke our love let us
not participate longer in the silencing of the voices of our sisters
of past and present let us find their texts read them share them
and learn from them in them we find ourselves

maureen ursenbach beecher is professor of english and associate at the joseph field-
ing smith institute for church history at brigham young university this article is
from the alice louise reynolds lecture march 17 1994 harold B lee libraries

NOTES

margaret gayjudd clawson rambling reminiscence of margaret gayjudd
clawson holograph archives division historical department the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church
archives courtesy of jean greenwood and kathlene fife jackson who tran-
scribed the text see also reliefrelfeRelicreiferelicsocietysociety magazine 6 1919 257 62 317 27
391400391 400 474 79 and excerpts in gordon irving ed teenage pioneer the
adventures of margaret judd clawson new era 4 may 1974 44 50 BYUs
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introductionnt oldulcton ttoothethe journal of
emma lorena barrows brown

the everyday activities of one woman bring to life the roles
of a relief society leader the interactions of a smallfarmsmailsmall farm-
ing community and the tedium of a frontierafrontier settlers chores

kristin hacken south

since the 1970s many historians have shifted the focus of
their studies to include subjects that were not deemed worthy
of note a generation before where once historians considered a
political history of rulers sufficient as a record of a nation they
now attempt to investigate human activity more broadly dwelling
on common cultural and social structures as much as on elite pol-
itics the new historians seek to discover history from below 1

through close examination of material related to previously over-
looked or underprivileged segments of society every aspect of
human activity now falls under the historians lens that seeks to
illuminate the local and the marginalized 2

mormon historians have also begun to uncover nontraditional
voices focusing on individual memoirs and experiences to add
depth to the well established patterns of official history3history3 the
study of mormon womens history has blossomed in the past
twenty years partly as an outgrowth of this movement a growing
number of scholars are eager to study and publish womens writings
letters autobiographies and journals such personal records allow
an immediate glance into the daily routines thoughts and social
worlds of those who write them and help scholars reconstruct the
female side of the mormon experience 4 this article provides a seg-
ment taken from the five year journal of emma lorena barrows
brown a woman living in the farming community of charleston
utah in the 1870s

BYU studies 34 no 4 199419949595
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emma lorena barrows was the second child ofofethanethan barrows
and lorena covey born in nauvoo illinois on october 1 1843
she and her family crossed the plains in 1850 with the evans com-
pany in 1858 she married into polygamy as the second wife of
george washington brown who was one of the original party to
cross the plains with brigham young emma lorenaslarenasLorenas only child
ethan leonard brown was born ten months after she married
when georges first wife amy elizabeth hancock died in child-
birth in 1862 emma lorena raised amys three surviving boys
george washington brown who died in 1874 after being kicked
by a horse isaac nathaniel and brigham john adding one more
generation to this complex household georges mother avis hill
brown mcbride 5 came to live with them in her later years she died
in 1884 emma lorena and george moved from salt lake city to
kamas utah simpson springs nevada then back to utah first
to springvilleSpringville wallsburgWallsburg and heber before they finally settled in
charleston in 1866 both are buried in the charleston cemetery

A careful reading of the personal journal of this relatively
unknown woman exposes a whole community in her 115 page
journal emma lorena records the types of enterprises that regu-
larly filled her days for the four and a half years from january 1878
through june 1882 the segment published here spans the period
from january 1 1878 through september 30 1879 and describes
an ambitious listing of activities such as washing entertaining
sewing dressing the dead making cheese voting teaching sunday
school dancing attending concerts participating in poetry read-
ings gathering wheat for the relief society presiding over confer-
ences speaking to groups of women gardening preserving fruit
whitewashing and quilting through her daily accounts emma
lorena comments on the weather church meetings social events
household concerns employment and political involvement the
life she records sheds lightfight on local and mormon history condi-
tions in heber valley in the late nineteenth century come to life
under her daily observation and seasonal patterns shape her
activities she profiles the roles of a stake relief society president
and social interactions within the mormon community even the
tedious chores of a frontier settler are vividly recounted in emma
lorenaslarenasLorenas narrative
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her daily entries concisely state the major events of the day
dwelling in greatest detail on interactions with other people she
tells about the frequent visits to and from friends and neighbors
like many other women of her day emma lorena actively corre-
sponded by mail with her female friends 6 none of the letters she
wrote are known to have survived but in her journal she notes the
time she spends writing to maria mcrea eliza R snow and vari-
ous family members 7 the receipt of a letter would often also war-
rant a comment in the days tally of events

emma lorena names louisa bagley betsy murdock lizzie
hanks lavina sweat and amy wing as young ladies from neigh-
boring families whom she employed in her home 8 one of these
young women lizzie hanks would later become her daughter
inlawin law perhaps partly through the friendship that grew while she
spent time with the browns emma lorena also writes of frequent
visits with her stepson isaac and his wife eliza rocksinarockvinaRocksina murdock
or sina

even the things emma lorena chooses to leave out can reveal
something of her nature and the purpose she intended for her jour-
nal for example she never reveals her opinions or feelings about
an event even when strong emotions must have been present as

when her grandchild dies emma lorena does not comment past
the bare fact and her action taken in response to it on monday
december 8 1878 she writes only that she heard that isaac baby
was dead on tuesday she went to isaac and staid all day on wed-
nesday she burhurriedried isaac baby went to the furnelaurnel

when such tragedies and other unusual events arose emma
lorena may have pondered them in her heart matt 219 but not
in her journal the bare facts she does record can give rise to
imaginative speculation at times however on september 28 1878
she writes george went to heber with a laadybaady what was the rea-
son for this trip could it have been a courtship that failed to come
to a polygamous conclusion or was george simply helping some-
one in need why does she leave out the name of this lady and of
certain other people who enter her journals pages9pagesy the glaring
absence of introspection makes reading between the lines essen-
tial to a fuller understanding of her life 10 however dramatization
and speculation can obscure the straightforward simplicity of
her narrative
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emma lorenaslarenasLorenas journal entries range from two words at
home to a dozen lines she uses her journal for short factual
annotations not for literary treatises carol cornwall madsen has
identified several reasons for which nineteenth century mormon
women wrote diaries including a desire to express themselves in
a lasting form a drive to record spiritual growth and introspection
or a need to assert themselves as individuals women also wrote to
record individual responses to historic events in emma lorenaslarenasLorenas
journal the longest journal entries almost invariably detail activi-
ties connected with her public capacity in the relief society per-
haps she envisioned her journal as an official instead of a personal
history or perhaps the two realms had merged since much of her
time was taken up with relief society business

evidently emma lorena wrote more detail in her letters than
in her journal when a problem arose with local church leaders
who wanted to appropriate wheat belonging to the relief society
she wrote a letter to sister E R snow about the matter january 6
1880 but on february 6 confided in her journal only the follow-
ing went to a society meeting at sister taylor bp murdock over
trying to get the society wheat brought bro giles from heber
a member of the stake presidency and doubtless a figure of con-

siderablesiderable authority to talk to the sisters 7 by this time emma lorena
would have received a reply from eliza snow which describes
the dispute and illuminates emma lorenaslarenasLorenas original journal entry the
letter admonishes emma lorena to let things go as they may we
will not quarrel with the priesthood altho it is in earthen ves-
sels 12 the letter also contained practical advice passed on from
president john taylor regarding the proper manner of selling the
wheat the profits must be returned to the sisters for investment in
more wheat armed with this letter emma lorena must have car-
ried the day at the society meeting her phrase trying to get the
society wheat italics added is telling in this connection

evidence from letters written to emma lorena from her
mother and her sister indicate an openness not present in her jour-
nal as when her forthright mother says emma what has become
of you that you do not write and let us know what you are a goin to
do emma I1 think that you hav forgotenforgottenforgoten that you hav got a mother
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you may forgit us all but you will never be forgotenforgottenforgoten by eny of us 13

perhaps emma lorena like her mother found the format of a letter
more conducive to personal disclosure than a journal

As years passed emma lorena would have found fewer and
fewer free moments for reflection and letter writing in 1874 the
leader of the charleston relief society moved away and emma
lorena who had been acting as counselor and secretary was ap-
pointed president forty two women were enrolled in the char-
leston relief society in 1874 an average of twenty one attended the
meetings which were held every two weeks in a private home
the meetings consisted of charitable efforts such as sewing cloth-
ing and quilts for the poor and of spiritual enlightenment through
testimonies and through book of mormon and doctrine and
covenants lectures and readings 14 emma lorena continued to lead
the charleston relief society until september 1879 at which time
eliza R snow and emmeline B wells organized the wasatch stake
relief society and called her as its president 15

in many ways emma lorena brown was a suitable choice her
experience leading the ward relief society taught her much about
the workings of the relief society and prepared her well for the
greater responsibilities of serving in the stake organization since at
least 1875 she had corresponded on relief society business with
eliza snow who sent letters to her with such affectionate address
as my very dear sister and my dearly beloved sister 16

minutes of the meetings president brown held note that she
exhorted the sisters to attend their meetings regularly and promptly
she encouraged them to faithfully fulfill their duties and to know
that they would be blessed for so doing and she asked ward pres-
idents to express the problems of the various societies freely she
comes across with humor and spunk on november 5 1886 the
secretary reported that president brown spoke strongly on
the word of wisdom demonstrating a staunch belief in the impor-
tance of relief society she taught on september 29 1892 that
whenever company arrived at her house on relief society day she
would invite them to go along with her rather than stay home and
visit 17 A note of disappointment is sounded in her journal on
january 17 1878 when because of her husbands ill health she
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wistfully wrote it was society meeting but I1 didentaident go to meeting
despite emma lorenaslarenasLorenas relief society responsibilities she was also
committed to her family she shows her concern for their
wellbeingwell being with the simple words all well that she often wrote
upon her return from an extended trip

emma lorena barrows browns journal covers an exciting
time in church organization in the 1870s several wards were
organized in heber valley the congregations divided geographi-
cally and called by the names of the towns of charleston walls
burgh center creek heber midway and later buysvilleBuysville made up
the wasatch stake of zion covering heber valley emma lorena
was actively involved in the leadership of the stake relief society
the young ladies mutual improvement association and primary
organization her husband george washington brown served from
1877 until 1901 as one of the stake high councilorscouncillorscounci lors 18 the couples
constant involvement in church administration meant a great deal
of travel to various local and general meetings as seen in the large
numbers of people mentioned in emma lorenaslarenasLorenas journal in her
continual visits to the wards of wasatch stake and in the trips she
makes to salt lake city to attend conferences

when in salt lake city emma lorena would often visit her
extended family among emma lorenaslarenasLorenas relatives in salt lake city
during the time of this journal were her father ethan barrows his
second wife lucy hardy emma lorenaslarenasLorenas mother had died in
1869 and their son charles henry emma lorenaslarenasLorenas half brother
emma lorenaslarenasLorenas siblings also lived in salt lake city leonard ethan
barrows whom emma lorena records as coming to charleston
for extended visits brigham young barrows brig benjamin
joseph barrows permelia eveline barrows and elmira barrows

milly or mira
emma lorena tells briefly of events and activities in which she

participated that were part of the grand sweep of history in her day
from 1870 to 1887 a seventeen year window of womens suffrage
was opened in utah the edmunds tucker act nullified this pro-
gressivegressive legislation but emma lorena capitalized on the opportu-
nity while it was available for three consecutive years 1878 80
she records going to vote on the first monday in august 19
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the edmunds tucker act was partly aimed at crippling the
practice of polygamy in utah in this practice as well emma
lorena was a woman of her day she had married polygamously in
1858 at the age of fourteen and she based her official support of
polygamy on her personal experience As one of her relief society
responsibilities she presided over a mass meeting of the ladies
of charleston on january 6 1879 when she stated that as the
gentile ladies of salt lake city had got up a petition to abolish
polygamy we as sisters believing in plural marriage wish to
oppose them 31201120332020 in rallying to display their support for polygamy
mormon women showed the eastern press that they had the
capacity to speak for themselves in the causes they espoused 21

in connection with her leadership role in the relief society
emma lorena led meetings and spoke in public A rare event among
mainstream protestant denominations public speaking by a woman
had led one nervous baptist in 1819 to declare that woman appears
to me lost to modesty and prudence who has boldness enough to
teach or exhort where men are present 3122112222 perhaps her own modesty
and a case of nerves caused emma lorena to record that she was ill
all night following her first appearance as the wasatch stake relief
society president presiedpresidedPresied presided over the first relief society
conferanceconferenceConferance in wasatch stake had a very good conferanceconferenceConferance came
home and was sick all night december 5 1879 given emma
lorenaslarenasLorenas experience in conducting meetings however this illness
may have been caused by something other than nerves

emma lorena finally succumbed to the effects of a long stand
ing heart ailment and an internal cancer on december 8 1897
despite the little her journal reveals of her personality emma
lorenaslarenasLorenas constant efforts in doing good works for her family com-
munity and church show her to have been a committed and stal-
wart soul the esteem with which her descendants remember her
pays tribute to her life as does the comment of her daughter in
law sarah elizabeth hanks brown if there was ever an angel on
earth she was one 1125112323

perhaps most importantly the study of nineteenth century
mormon womens journals brings the readers closer to an under-
standing of how the writer of the journal saw her life as it hap-
pened the unstudied quality of such records gives them an
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immediacy unavailable in reminiscences gathered later in life

of such records wallace stegner wrote

there is another physical law that teases me too the doppler effect
the sound of anything coming at you a train say or the future
has a higher pitch than the sound of the same thing going away
if you have perfect pitch and a head for mathematics you can com-
pute the speed of the object by the interval between its arriving and
departing sounds I1 have neither perfect pitch nor a head for mathe-
matics and anyway who wants to compute the speed of history
like all falling bodies it constantly accelerates but I1 would like to
hear your life as you heard it coming at you instead of hearing it as
I1 do a sober sound of expectations reduced desires blunted hopes
deferred or abandoned chances lost defeats accepted griefs borne
I1 dont find your life uninteresting I1 would like to hear it as it
sounded while it was passing 2414

the immediacy of this particular journal must come under
careful scrutiny the journal appears to have been copied from
another written source and in certain places clear signs of editing
occur on september 25 1878 for example emma lorena first
writes sent ethan some vittelsvittelivittels apparently some time later she
crosses out the last word in favor of provitionprovisionProvition on october 10

1878 she writes & over her original and in neither case does
the change affect the meaning which seems to indicate a concern
for the finer points of style

in a curious sequence inserted after monday september 9 the
entries of august 12 through september 9 are repeated with some
variations the significance of these variations liesfiesileshies in their indication
that emma lorena was not simply copying out each entry in some
cases she gives more detail in one entry than in the former for that
date in most the wording differs at least slightly why would such
duplication have occurred in her journal in another puzzling
sequence during june 1879 she seems to have gotten three days
ahead of herself for six entries before crossing out the errors and
correcting the dates these and other mysteries inevitably arise
when we examine the written record of another era from the basic
problems of deciphering handwriting to the particulars of the
motive and feeling behind an ambiguous expression the reality
underlying a written record slips through the grasp of readers
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distant in time and custom nevertheless while accepting its
inherent limitations we can learn a great deal from such a record

emma lorena brown writes with a regular hand frequently
jamming in an extra word or letter above the line at the end of an
entry a practice that suggests a frugal desire to avoid wasting a
line I1 have inserted her superscriptionssuperscriptions back into the text without
comment except where an extended statement was added later
lowercase m n e and s are not always distinguishable from their
capitals where capitalization is unclear I1 have tried to follow her
general use of capitalization working from cases where it is dis-

tinct final Rs and Es tend to disappear Os and As are easily con-
fused again I1 have endeavored to establish the most likely use
given the context her spelling although irregular by modern stan-
dards does conform to the vocalization patterns she would have
used twice she changes her format for marking the dates on jan-
uary 28 1878 and on monday june 24 1878 and the transcrip-
tion duly reflects these changes to conserve space in the printed
version the entries for each week are grouped into one paragraph
and the dates are boldfaced to distinguish one entry from another

I1 have worked from a photocopy of the journal which is in
the possession of reta deeanne clark whettenhettenNW and fern brown
holt robinson the original journal is held by jean duke howe
I1 am grateful to the descendants of emma lorena barrows brown
and especially deeanne whettennetten for bringing the journal to my

attention allowing me the pleasure of working with it and
patiently supplying background information pauline musig at the
LDS church archives spent several hours helping me find obscure
records for which I1 thank her susanne roberts helped formulate
questions and consider a variety of answers besides giving helpful
criticism I1 am especially grateful to maureen ursenbach beecher
for her incredible supply of knowledge enthusiasm and resources
and for her willingness to share them many thanks are due my

husband my father and my mother for constant support and
encouragement A portion of the expenses of the project were car-
ried by the richter summer fellowship granted by the calhoun
college masters office yale university
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NOTES

seeee peter burke ed new perspectives on historical writing university
park pennsylvania state university press 1992 4

burkeurke new perspectives 1231 23 burkes first chapter overture the new
history its past and its future outlines very concisely the differences between
this new history and previously practiced methods of studying history

3thisthisathis new emphasis on nontraditional sources is well explained and docu-
mented in D michael quinn ed the new mormon history revisionist essays
on the past salt lake city signature books 1992 vii xi

4asaasAs examples of each of these types of writings see S george ellsworth
dear ellen two mormon women and their letters salt lake city tanner trust
fund university of utah library 1974 annie clarkdarkoark tanner A mormon mother
an autobiography by annie darkclark tanner salt lake city tanner trust fund
university of utah library 1976 and kenneth W godfrey audrey M godfrey
and jill mulvay derr womens voices an untold history of the latter day
saints 183019001830 1900 salt lake city deseret book 1982 maureen ursenbach
beecher and lavina fielding anderson eds sisters in spirit mormon women in
historical and cultural perspective urbana university of illinois press 1987
is an excellent example of how these sources can be put to use

she is the grandmother to whom emma occasionally referred
6foriforfor a detailed study of female correspondence see carroll smith

rosenberg the female world of love and ritual relations between women in
nineteenth century america signs 1 autumn 1975 1 29

7mariaaniaannaamariaaria mcrea was a friend who at the time of the journal entries lived in
arizona eliza R snow was an important leader of the female community in the
LDS church

8emmaaemmamma lorenaslarenasLorenas lack of daughters may have necessitated the exploitation
of willing neighborhood girls for assistance in the household chores for a simi-
lar practice in late eighteenth century new england see laurel thatcher ulrich
A midwivesmidwifes tale the life of martha boilardbollardballardbailard based on her diary 1788 1812
new york alfred A knopf 1990 80 82

917oror example on april 10 1878 a dainishcainish man ate dinner at her house
on may 24 1879 a man & his wife stayed the night

judy nolte lensink explores this idea in expanding the boundaries of
criticism the diary as female autobiography womens studies 14 1987
395339 53 lensink has reference to writings by women who tended toward far
greater loquacity than emma lorena brown however so her assertion that the
topics on which women remained silent were taboo items may not hold much
relevance in emma lorenaslarenasLorenas case

carol cornwall madsen womens traces the words they left
behind in women and the power within to see life steadily and see it
whole ed dawn hall anderson and marie cornwall salt lake city deseret
bookbook19911991iggi 193212193 212

12 eliza R snow to emma lorena barrows brown january 19 1880 in pos-
session of jean duke howe

1313lorenalorena covey barrows to emma lorena barrows brown nd photocopy
in possession of the author courtesy of deeanne clarkdarkoark whetten and fern
brown holt
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14 charleston ward relief society history book archives division
historical department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake
city jiereafterhereafter cited as IDSLDS church archives

15 carliecariiecarile C tidwell brief sketch of wasatch stake relief society from its
organization june 7 1869 to june 7 1915 IDSLDS church archives

16 eliza R snow to emma brown february 17 1883 photocopy in pos-
session of the author courtesy of deeanne clarkdarkoark whetten and jean duke
howe eliza R snow to emma brown march 2 1887 in our pioneer heritage
comp kate B carter 20 vols salt lake city daughters of utah pioneers
1958 77 17.3841738417584

17relief17relief society minutes book of wasatch stake relief society IDSLDS

church archives
john M calderwood history ofthe wallsburghWallsburgh sic ward wasatch stake

IDS church archives wasatch stake historical notes LDSIDSirs church archives
browns journal covers a five year period but the journal is incomplete in

1881 and breaks off before august of 1882 so these three citations are the only
times she mentions voting

1017romfrom the report of the meeting published in the komans exponent 7
february 1 1879 189

much21much of the background information in this section can be found injillinfill mul-
vay derr janath russell cannon and maureen ursenbach beecher women of
covenant the story ofofreliefrelief society salt lake city deseret book 1992 110 49

george keely quoted in nancy F cott the bonds of womanhood
womanscomansWomans sphere in new england 178018351780 1835 new haven yale university

press 1977 158
biographical1313iographical information drawn from the following family genealogical
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ter of emma L and george W brown history of emma lorena barrows
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ton brown typescript 1978 ethan leonard brown life history of ethan
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emma lorena barrows brown 1843 1897 and george washington
brown 1828 1906 emma and george posed for this photograph
about 1880 one of the years emma journalized they were married
in 1858 and had settled in charleston utah by the time the journal
was started courtesy deeanne clark whetten



emma lorena barrows brown journal
january 1878 september 1879
transcribed and edited by kristin hacken south

january 1878
ist 1878 pleasant day at home all day eve jan 2 wed fine day at
home all washing at home in the eve jan 3 thur clear and cold
at home it was fast day but we didentaident go to meeting because
george had a lame back at home in eve jan 4 fri clear and cold
at home bro william wright and wife came and spent the day
bro lenard as was sick with a sore throat jan 5 sat clear and cold
at home cleaning day len is no better

jan 6 sun clear and cold at home len was worse bro enoch
richens and wife2wifewifel staid to dinner fanney richens staid in the eve
the boys went to meeting jan 7 mon clear and cold at home len
is a little better got a letter from mira mcrea3mcreal who lives in arizona
jan 8 tus cloudy and snow a little at home len is not much bet-
ter br nymphus murdock4 gave ous a call at home in the eve
jan 9 wed warm pretty day thaw some went to the store and
traded a little wrote a letter to maria mcrea len is better jan 10
thu fine day at home and washed len is betterjanbettermanbetter jan 11 fri fine day
at home and in the afternoon went to mr william h1haH bagley5 and
help lay thair child out at home in the eve and irion jan 12 sat
fine day went to the burriel of the bagley child bro edward
buyce buys and wife celestia clarissa bromley6bromley6 and bro sam-
uel joseph wing came home with ous and staid over night

jan 13 sun clear and cold george and myself bro buyce and
wife and bro wing went to wallburg wallburghwallburgaWallburgh to meeting went
to bro camps7campst to dinner came home had prayer meeting bro
buyce and wife and bro wing staid till after meeting jan 14 mon
fine day at home jan 15 tus fine day george and len went to
heber I1 was to home jan 16 wed warm day at home bro buyce

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994951994 95
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was here to dinnermandinneriandinndinnererianjan 17 thur warm and snowed a little at home
george and len went to heberheberjanhaberjanjan 18 fri warm pretty day went
to a surprise party to bro watkin8watkinwatkins at midway dance tilltili 12 oclock
visited had supper came home about 5 oclock in the morning
jan 19 sat fine day at home mr Gammett9 came and staid allAailali night
the boys went to the young mens meeting

jan 20 sun fine day went to meeting bro murdock & bro
wing preached came home and eat dinner went to bro richens to
prayer meeting jan 21 mon warm pretty day at home in the
forenoon in the afternoon went to society meeting bro murdock
appointed me as pres of the relief Sociesoclesociety10societyloSocietytylO10 had a good meeting in
the eve bro richens and wife and daughter came to night school
jan 22 tus fine day at home allAailali damaged day jan 23 wed fine
day at home in the eve went to john brown to a dance11dance jan 24
thur warm day at home and washed len got A letter from father
and bro benjamin jan 25 fri fine day at home in the forenoon in
the afternoon went to midway to a consert came home in the
night it was george birth day he was 51 years old jan 26 sat fine
day at home george went to heber to high priest meeting ethan
and len went to the young mens meeting

jan 27 sun warm day went to meeting bro hatch and bro
giles12gilesglies preached came home bro richens and wife and some young
men from midway eat supper with ous went to bro bagley to
prayer meeting 28 mon at home allAaliail day in the eve bro richens and
daughter came to night school snowed some in the moring it
cleared up 29 tus wash to day at home in eve ethan and len went
to bro murdock warm day 30 wed at home allAaliail day making geo a
pair of pants warm day 31 thu at home in the forenoon bro mur-
dock & br emmanuel richman comcorncormcomm & wanted me to go & see sis
taylor131Taylor131I1 went & staid allAaliail nigthnieth georg staid al night to murdock

february 1878
ist fri came home from sis taylor ironed warm day 2ndand sat went
to heber to meeting allAaliail day & staid allAaliail night fine day

3 sun went to meeting & came home in the eve fine day
none at home in the fornoonforenoon went to society meeting br murdock
ordain me as pres of the R societsochet & my counclercouncler br richens & wife
& daughter came to night school stormy day 5 tus at home allAaliail day
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in the eve went to a dance & br murdock presented br wadkin
with a bible fine day 6 wed at home all day br leawadwealadlem wadkin & his
womenwomen1414 came & staid all night warm day 7 thu br wadkin &

his women staid till eleven oclock geo & me went to wallsburghWallsburgh
& to the society meeting in the eve went to night meeting said all

night to br camps fine day 8 fri staid & visetedvisited br camps went to
R society party fine day 9 sat came home & ironed fine day

10 sun went to meeting then went to br jamesuamesaames prices to
dinner came home georg & the boys went to prayer meeting
pretty day 11 mon at home & washed geo & ethan len went to a
meeting snow some in the night 12 tus at home all day in the eve
went to br murdock to rehersedhersedreversedRe some peaces fine day 13 wed at
home all day and ironed in the eve went to the school hous to see
some slight hands preform 14 thu at home all day snow some
in the moring went to br murdock to rehersedhersedreversedre some peaces
snow 15 fri went to help to clean out the meeting house snow
some 16 sat at home stormed all day

17 sun fin day went to teach sunday school went to meet-
ing in the afternoon in the eve went to richens and staid till after
prayer meeting 18 mon wash to day the boys went to a party
stormed all night 19 tus at home ethen & len went to B murdock
stormey 20 wed at home in the forenoon went to society meeting
had a good meeting clear cold 21 thu at home bro daybell & wife
& willy & wife15 came & made a visit in the eve went to the school
house to reherserehearse pretty day clear & cold 22 fri irionidprionid to day fine
day 23 sat went to the school house to reherserehearse went to smith16smith16 to
dinner & staid till night then went to the consert clear and cold

24 sun in the afternoon went to meeting br thomas todd
preach went to richens to prayer meeting cold day 25 mon at
home george went to heber to mill ethan & len went to br mur-
dock clear & cold day 26 tus wash georg went to heber to get his
grist ethan & len went to wallburghwallburgaWallburgh thawing 27 wed irioned fine
day 28 thu went to br murdock to society quilting fine day

march 187818781

ist fri in the afternoon went to wallburghwallburgaWallburgh to consert came home
in the night fine day 2ndand sat at home sis mcgee17mcgee17 & richeyrichey1818 &

fanney richens came for a visit sis mcgee staid night george went
to heber to meeting warm day
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3 sun went to teach sunday school went to isaac to din
went to meeting had some missionary from midway fine 4 mon at
home warm day 5 tus went to geather wheat for the society
fanny richin went with me got 3 bushel 8 ibs19lbs9 6 wed went
around again to geather wheat got 2 bus & half storm all day 7 thu
at home storm all day 8 fri wash to day clear & cold 9 sat at home
warm day

10 sun went to sunday school went to br daybell to dinner
then went to meeting the boys went to young men 11 mon
went to br wright snow some to day 12 tus went to geather some
wheat fanny & me got illegible number perhaps 3 bus went to
br mcgee to dinner 13 wed wash to day pretty day 14 th at home
in the eve went to see isaac baby which sick georg & the boy was
making a dam across the river the boys went to a dance 15 fri at
home richen & wife here to dinner still a working at the dam
16 sat at home all day

17 sun went to sunday school went to pres simmons20Simmons20 to
dinner mary ann simons came home with ous pres hatch preach
18 mon at home wash al roads & wife21wife21 came staid all night 19 tu
at home all day had a dance in the eve in the barn 20 wed went
to a society meeting organized a young ladies association went to
richens & spent the eeningbeening 21 th at home ethan went to work
for isaac 22 fri at home al roads come & got a load of hay went
to the store 23 sat at home

24 sun went to sunday school in the afternoon went to meet-
ing 25 mon white washing stormey day 26 tus white washing &
cleaning 27 wed cleaning house george went to heber fanney eat
dinner 28 th washing to day stormy 29 fri at home irioned
windy 30 sat went to heber went to br john galigher to dinner

31 sun went to sunday school went to sis taylor to dinner went
to meeting went cut off to sis taylor to sis I1

april 187818781

1 mon wash to day & george plowed to day 2 tus at home
irioned geo went to heber 3 wed working in garden 4 th at
home george was sowing some wheat 5 fri fanny & me went to
society meeting geo was sowing grain len started home 6 sat at
home working in garden
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7 sun went to sunday school went to sis pinapp22 to dinner
8 mon at home fanney richens & maggmaggyy wright came in the
afternoon 9 tus went to mary wright to a quilting 10 wed wash-
ing a dainishcainish man come and eat dinner 11 th white wash gran
mother house comencedcommencedcomenced a vest for george 12 fri cold & windy at
home & irioned finish georg vest 13 sat stormey & snowed
at home snowed some in night

14 sun stormy in the afternoon went to meeting 15 mon
stormy most all day at home writing most al day 16 tus stormy
most all day making a dress 17 wed stormy wash to day 18 thu
clear & fine in the afternoon went to society meeting 19 fri fine
day went to sister emma trotman2321 wrote a letter to milly stop to
the post office got 2 letters one from br mcrea & sister follat
20 sat stormy at home wrote a letter to sister maria mcrea

21 sun stormy in the afternoon went to meeting went to
br richens in the eve 22 mon fine day went to br wadkin had a
good visit 23 tus at home in the afternoon went to sis richens
george plowed for mr simons 24 wed fine day wash to day 25 th
at home making a dress 26 fri at home all day 27 sat at home
george & the boys went to heber to meeting

28 sun went to sunday school went to br murdock to din-
ner br wadkin and family was thare bro wadkin & br dablin24dablindablain21

preach 29 mon wash to day george went to the store 30 tus at
home irioned

may 187818781

ist wed at home all day sewing 2 thu at home 3 fri at home all
day cleaning 4 sat went to heber to confers came home

5 sun went to heber to meeting went to br scheldon25scheldon25 to
dinner 6 mon wash ethan & brig went to canyon 7 tus at home
8 wed at home 9 th at home bro wright & wife came & br gal-
ligher & wife 10 fri br galligher & wife went home george & me
went to heber george went to midwaymid way 11 sat at home

12 sun went to sunday school went to sis trolman26trolman26 to din-
ner after meeting went to br buyce come home in night 13 mon
at home making soap in the afternoon went to the store 14 tus at
home not very well 15 wed washing to day 16 th snowed most
all day at home sewing 17 fri cold & snowed went to heber to
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trade went to br hatch to dinner 18 sat comencedcommencedcomenced to clear up
some at home

19 sun went to br william mcgee to dinner then went to
meeting 20 mon raining most all day wash br wadkin & wife said
staid all night 21 tus br wadkin & wife went home I1 went to

society meeting but it was so stormy that I1 staid to br murdock
ethan went to canyon 22 wed at home all day 23 th at home
sewing 24 fri at home all day 25 sat at home made polleypolicy
simons a hat

26 sun went to sunday school then come home bro dablindablain
staid all night 27 mon stormy day bo dablindablain staid all day at home
28 tus went to society meeting staid to bo wright & got dinner
bo dablindablain went to midway 29 wed wash to day 30 th at home all
day sis dablendaalen staid all night 31 fri at home making shirts
br dablindablain & bo richens eat dinner sis dablindablain went home

june 1878
ist sat stormy day george went to heber had the toothachtoothachytoo thach

2 sun went to meeting in the afternoon 3 mon george
planted some corn ethan went to canyan 4 tus went to heber to
trade got a letter frommillyfrom milly & mide & len went to gallagher to din-
ner 5 wed went to wallburghwallburgaWallburgh eat dinner to br camps 6 th wash
george went to canyon 7 fri at home george went to the canyon
ethan came home 8 sat at home wrote a letter to len & mide

9 sun went to teach sunday school george went to heber
went to br murdock to dinner went to meeting 10 mon at home
ethan went to canyon B richens eat dinner 11 tus wash john
brown & B richens eat dinner 12 wed at home in the afternoon
had a thunder storm 13 th at home ethan came home 14 fri at
home ethan went to the canyon cleaning out cellar br dablindablain eat
dinner 15 sat at home all day george watering wheat

16 sun at home all day george watteringbatteringwattering wheat 17 mon
wash to day 18 tus at home made a chees 19 wed at home 20 th
made a chees then went to society meeting 21 fri made a chees
22 sat at home the boy went to raise the liberty pole

23 sun at home bo wadkin eat dinner with ous start to meet-
ing met len & br rumill27rumifl17Rumill27 boys then came home mon 24 went to
br murdock and eat dinner then came home fine day tus 25 wash
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to day fine day wed 26 at home george went to canyon thu 27 at
home fine day fri 28 at home br rumell boys went home fine day
sat 29 at home fine day

sun 30 went to meeting fine day

july 1878
mon ist wash fine day tus 2 at home wash set of ditto marks for
fine day wed 3 at home br mcgee & B wright came teaching

thu 4 at home fri 5 at home sat 6 went to br buys george went
to heber

sun 7 went to meeting fine day mon 8 wash fine day sis mcgee
TUGveg 9 come & charley decker28decker28 & boy eat dinner sis mcgee staid
tus 9 charley decker son eat dinner then sis mcgee and me went
to fany richens wed 10 at home in the eve went to meeting
sis mcgee went home thu 11 at home fine day fri 12 at home
george went to heber sat 13 at home

sun 14 in the afternoon went to meeting mon 15 started to
the city went to anderson tus 16 got in the city about noon the
next day wed 17 staid to father till noon then lucy hardy bar-
rows & me went up in town and done some trading the then
went to mr mccoy where mira barrows lived th 18 in the after-
noon went to the exponent office then went to sister eliza snow
then went to her illegible word29wordi19 fri 19 started home sat 20 got
to heber staid to ghaligherGhaligher and got some dinner then came home

sun 21 went to meeting went to br dablindablain had the dark illeg-
ible word mon 22 at home tus 23 wash wed 24 we all went
down to dear creek to get some servis berry30berryi0 came home found
lots of grass hopper3lhopper31hopper31 th 25 wash & iron some george went to
provo fri 26 at home george met sis E R snow & zina D young
and lucy hardy barrows & charles barrows came sat 27
george went to heber had a good visit with the sisters

sun 28 went to R society meeting meeting comencedcommencedcomenced at 9
oclock sister E R snow & zina young spoke and gave ous some
good instruction went to sunday school then went to bro murdock
to dinner went to afternoon meeting come home and got supper
then went to the Y L meeting sis snow zina young spoke had a
good meeting mon 29 went to wallsburghWallsburgh to meeting eat dinner to
br camp had a good meeting come home tus 30 went to heber

t V



54 byustudzesBYU studies

to meeting had a good meeting eat dinner to br shelton then come
home wed 31 at home sister snow and zina come had a good visit
george comencedcommencedcomenced to mow

august 187818781

ist th george went to battle creek to take sister snow and zina
and lucy and chas barrows seen them get on the cars to go to
the city wash fri 2 at home and irioned geog come and brought
mira barrows sat 3 at home george mowed

sun 4 went to heber to conference went to br galligher to
din mon 5 in the afternoon went to vote then came home tus 6
at home and washed wed 7 at home all day th 8 at home fri 9 in
the afternoon went to society meeting horseback had a good meet-
ing george cutting grain will hanks32hanks31 came to bind br murphy and
wife came and staid all night sat 10 in the afternoon mira and me
went to br murdock george went to br murphy to cut grain

sun 11 went to isaac to dinner then went to meeting mon 12
wash to day george went to br murphy to cut grain tus 13 at
home wed 14 quilted a quilt th 15 quilted a quilt fri 16 at home
sat 17 at home all day

sun 18 went to meeting mon 19 at home george cutting
grain will hanks came to bind tus 20 wash george finish cut-
ting grain wed 21 at home coulering33coulering13 th 22 quilted a quilet rain-
ing fri 23 at home in the afternoon went to society meeting sis-
ter murdock from heber was thaire had a good meeting got a letter
from maria mcrea sat 24 at home in the eve went to meeting
ju F wells M H hardy preached to Y m34

sun 25 after dinner went to heber to meeting mon 26 went
to glean wheat for the society rained got a letter from father tus
27 at home wed 28 washed th 29 at home all day fri 30 went to
br mcghie to glean wheat for the society sat 31 at home allanaliail day

september 1878
ist sun went to meeting mon 2 washed tus 3 went to battle creek
rained when we got on the bench stop to mr gammetcammet wed 4 staid
in battle creek mira got on the train to go home rained all day

th 5 started home in the afternoon got home in the night fri 6
the thrashing machenelachene came to thrash lattie murdock come to
help cook sat 7 got done thrashing about noon lattie went home
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sun 8 went to meeting al roads come and staid all night
mon 9 at home taking care my fruit mr oaks35 come and staid all
night mon 1236 wash to day tus 13 at home wed 14 went to
bro buys george went to heber thu 15 went to wallsburghwallsburgh fri 16
at home irioned sat 17 at home

sun 18 went to meeting then after meeting went to bro
buys staid till six oclock mon 19 at home george is cutting grain
winwm hanks came over to tus 20 wash george finish cutting
grain wed 21 at home all day calleringtalleringCallering th 22 quilted a quilt jake
harris37Harris37 bought me illegible word rained fri 23 at home in the
afternoon went to society meeting sister murdock come from heber
to make the society a visit had a good meeting got a letter from
maria mcrea sat 24 at home in the evening went to meeting
junis F wells & milton hardy preach to the young men & young
ladies association

sun 25 eat dinner then went to heber to meeting J F wells &
M hardy preach mon 26 went out to glean wheat for the society
tus 27 at home rain wed 28 wash to day th 29 at home all day
fri 30 went up to bro mcghie to glean wheat for society sat 31
at home all day

september 1878
sun ist went to meeting mon 2 wash tus 3 went to battle creek
rain in the afternoon stop at mr gammittgammett wed 4 mira went home
on the train went down to mr gammett on the lake bottom th 5
started home got home all well fri 6 in the afternoon the machine
came to thrash or grain lattie murdock came to help me sat 7 got
done thrashing about noon & left lattia went home

sun 8 went to meeting A rhaods come staid all night mon 9
taking care of my fruit mr oaks come to get some hay staid allanailali
night tus 10 making perservesperserverperserves & taking care of my fruit bro & sis
mcghie & sist trotman come and eat dinner wed 11 wash th 12
at home george & granmothergraninothergrandmotherGranGranimothernother went to springvileSpringvile fri 13 at home
& irioned sat 14 at home george & granmothergrandmotherGranmother come home ethan
came from canyon

sun 15 went to meeting mon 16 kill a hog ethan went to the
canyan tus 17 wash george went to heber wed 18 maggie
wright38wright3lWright38 come to stay a while I1 went to heber thu 19 started to
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the city camp below park city stormy fri 20 started in the
morning got in the city about 7 oclock sat 21 went to the society
conferanceconferenceConferance in the forenoon read the report of the difreant soci-
ety in the afternoon the pres gave a verabel report con E taylor39taylor9Taylortaylora399

prpresideeside a good meeting
sun 22 went to meeting in the tabnacleTabnacle good meeting went

to see sister snow had a good visit she gave ous spesimansperimanSpesiman she got
from palestine mon 23 started for home got as far as Snydersnydervill40snydervillvillviii
staid all night tu 24 came to heber stop to bro ghaligershaligerGhaliger eat din-
ner got home about 2 oclock all well wed 25 at home sent ethan
some vittelivittclovittels provitionprovisionProvition th 26 wash george went to heber fri 27 at
home irioned sat 28 cleaning house george went to heber with a
laadybaady dry

sun 29 went to meeting mon 30 rained in the forenoon
stoptstept rain went to wallsburghWallsburgh trade ethan went to the canyon

october 1878
tus 1 wash geo & brig went to canyon oem wed 2ndand irioned geo
went to heber thu 3 georg commenced diginaigin potate wrotbrot a
letter to mrs follet fri 4 went to sist dablindablain in the afternoon
went to society meeting geo went to heber sat 5 geo sick
brig went the canyon

sun 6 at home all day geo sick mon 7 at home ethan & brig
finish diggin potatoes ethan went to canyon tus 8 at home geo
is no better bro & sist mcghie came to see ous eilsetiswasoasells wed 9 geo is
pretty sick gave him a sweat th 10 wash geo is better brig went
&41 got a load of lumber fri 11 geo is still a getting better brig
went to heber ethan came home from the canyon sat 12 at home
geo & ethan went to bro murphey to get some grain

sun 13 at home raining mon 14 at home ethan went to the
canyon stormy day tus 15 sewing snowed some wed 16 wash
thu 17 went to wallsburghwallsburgh eat dinner to br camp fri 18 at home
in the forenoon in the afternoon went to society meeting sat 19
at home br mcghie come around as teachersteachers42teachers414241

sun 20 went to meeting come home wrote two letters one to
father & one to milley storm mon 21 at home ethan went to can-
yon come home at night tus 22 wash ethan & brig went to the
canyon geo lost his mules cold wed 23 at home geo was hunting
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the mules & cows all day cold thu 24 irioned br wrights boy
found the mules & cows cold fri 25 went to the society quilting
brig came home from canyon sat 26 had the toothache geo went
to heber to mill ethan came home from the canyon

sun 27 went to meeting mon 28 at home geo & ethan went
to the canyon tus 29 went to wallsburghWallsburgh to trade wed 30 at home

th 31 wash geo went to canyon A rhoads came and staid night

november 187818781

fri ist at home sat 2 went to heber to stake conferanceconferenceConferance came
home at night ethan went to drive some horses up daniel creek
A rhoads staid all night

sun 3 went to conferanceconferenceconconferancejosephferance j oseph F smith was a here preach
had a good conferanceconferenceconferance went A rhoads staid all night up center
creek mon 4 went to sist horner43horner13Horner4313 eat dinner then came home
tus 5 went to the schoolhouse to vote then came home look like
a storm wed 6 kill 2 hogs sam mcfeemcfee44 come and help went to sist
mcghie staid till eve then came home th 7 wash geo & brig went
to the canyon fri 8 at home in the afternoon went to society meet-
ing had a good meeting sat 9 at home

sun 10 went to meeting after meeting went to isaac eat sup-
per staid till eve then came home mon 11 cleaning house tus 12
at home wed 13 wash thu 14 went to wallsburghWallsburgh to trade fri 15
cleaning house sat 16 at home

sun 17 went to meeting mon 18 went to the young ladies
association had a good meeting fri 19 at home sat 20 wash ethan
came home th 21 at home fri 22 at home in the afternoon went
to society meeting sat 23 went to heber to trade got a letter from
mare mcrea

sun 24 went to meeting mon 25 went midway to a relief
society meeting staid all night tus 26 came home all well wed 27
wash to day th 28 went to wallsburghwallsburgh to trade ethan went to
canyan fri 29 bro camp & wife came & staid all night sat 30 geo
& bo camp went to heber sister staid with me

december 1878
sun ist went to meeting stop to br murdock sister altaralttrmurdockabeelebeel got
some blank from sist murdock mon 2 at home ethan & brig went
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to joseph murdock wedding dance tus 3 at home wed 4 wash to
day th 5 at home in the afternoon went to wallsburghwallsburgh to trade

fr 6 jasper boranboran4545 & wife came and staid till after dinner I1 went
society meeting ethan went to provo sat 7 went to sist mcghie
geo went to heber ethan come from provo

sun 8 went to meeting after meeting went to midway to br
wadkin staid tilltiff eve mlissa46mlissa46 murdock went with ous mon 9 at
home sewing tus 10 at home making a coat geo & ethan went
the canyon wed 11 wash ethan went a deer hunting th 12 went to
wallsburghwallsburgh to trade fr 13 at home irioned sat 14 at home

sun 15 went to meeting mon 16 wash tus 17 went to walls
burgh ethan went to center creek wed 18 at home ironed th 19
went fix the school house for a dance fri 20 went to society meet-
ing then at 12 oclock eat dinner after dinner had a dance sat 21
at home geo went to wallsburghWallsburgh to take the fillersfidlers home cold

sun 22 went to meeting clear cold mon 23 at home cold day
tus 24 wash granmothergrandmotherGranmother was sick wed 25 at home geo & gran
mother was sick with a cold brig came home and eat dinner he
was living to taylor cold day thu 26 at home cold

one page of the journal is missing here the next entry
is january 6 1879.118791
mon 6 at home in the afternoon went to a mass meeting had a
good meeting47meeting17Meeting4717 tus 7 made a pair of pants for brig ethan
comencedcommencedcomenced going to school thawed some wed 8 at home snowed
thu 9 wash snowed fri 10 went to bro murdock isaac & wife
came while I1 was gon wrote 2 letters one to follett sat 11 ironed
fine day

sun 12 went to meeting bro foreman & crook48crook4l preach clear
& cold mon 13 went down to br wright tus 14 wash george
went to wallsburghwallsburgh with john brown came home with his shouldrshoular
out of place bro wright49wright49 & richens came and set it snow wed 15
at home taking care of george brig came home fine & plesant cold

thu 16 george is not much better fri 17 at home it was society
meeting but I1 didentaident go to meeting george not much better sat 18
bro buyce & his two women & children came and staid all night
isaac & sina & joseph murdock came over & bro richens & wife
came up got a letter from lucy
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sun 219319 at home bro buyce went home bro murdock & wife
came & staid the evening geo not much bett mon 20 george was
a little better bo Bronbromley50Bromleybrondleydleyfley50 came and staid all night tus 21 geo
was a little better br bromley went home john brown & wife
called in wed 22 commens comencedcommencedcomenced to wash bro mcghie &

wife & sister daybell & bro wright came geo was better fine day

th 23 finish washing brig camecame51 home & staid the eve fine day
fri 24 isaac & sina came and staid till evening the teacher came
and visit ous bro richey & sam mcfee snowed sat 25 geo is bet-
ter at home rained & blowed

sun 26 geo is better reading & fixing a scrap book fine
mon 27 sewing carpet rag tus 28 wash snowed wed 29 at home
set of ditto marks for snowed th 30 went to bro murdock

snowed fri 31 went to wallsburghWallsburgh to the theater staid all night

february 187918791

sat ist staid till sundown started home the sled brake went back
to bro campe and staid all night

sun 2ndand staid till 2 oclock then started home all right mon 3
at home tus 4 comencedcommencedcomenced to make a dress wed 5 comencedcommencedcomenced to
wash john brown came and wanted ous to go to his house we went
al rhoad came in the evening we went to sam mcfee to a dance
fine th 6 bro price & wife & W daybell & wife came and eat din-
ner bro camp & wife came & staid all night warm day fri 7 bro
camp & wife staid sat 8 bro camp & wife went home after dinner

sun 9 went to meeting bro john jardan & samuel davis
preach had a good meeting mon 10 at home geo sold a calf to bro
camp & 3 ibslbs butter wrote 2 letters one to maria mcrea and to
jenett duncan ethan went to a dance tus 11 at home rained

the next page of the journal is missing
and then went to society working meeting come back to annie and
got supper fri 21 ironed & comencedcommencedcomenced to make a vest a man from
eveston come and baught some calves & staid all night geo went
to the Y M meeting sat 22 at home fanney &sjanejane richens call in

sun 23 went to meeting mon 24 went to wallsburghWallsburgh staid
till after dinner then came home tus 25 at home wed 26 at hemmiehomeheffie
wash thu 27 at home fri 28 went to society meeting then came
home & irioned
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march 1879
sat ist at home all day to work ethan sowedbowed some wheat

the next page of the journal is missing
went from thair to society meeting had a good society meetgmeeta came
home after meeting fri 7 geo went to provo to take bro J E taylor
I1 went to sister sabysaby52 staid till 4 oclock then came home 8 sat
wash george came home

sun 9 went to bro dablindablain to dinner then went to meeting
bro dill was the preach mon 10 wash geo plowed tus 11 made
some saopsaap and worked in the garden wed 12 worked in the gar-
den th 13 ironed fri 14 went to sister taylor then went to soci-
ety meeting geo went to heber to mill sat 15 went to wallsburghwallsburgh
stop to bo camps all night

sun 16 came from wallsburghwallsburgh then went to meeting stop to
bro richeysrichels to dinner in the eve went to bo richens to meeting
mon 17 commenced to white wash tus 18 white washing john
richey & wife came and eat dinner geo sold them 5 head of
sheep wed 19 cleaning house snowed thu 20 wash to day
stormy fri 21 put down my carpet a man came and staid all night
bro and sis camp came and staid all night got a letter from mira
sat 22 geo & bro camp went to the elders meeting bro camp
went home

sun 23 went to meeting mon 24 sewed some to day tus 25
work geo sowedbowed some grain wed 26 ironed geo sowneddowned some
grain thu 27 at home stormy fri 28 went to society meeting
some of the sisters from

one page is missing evidently she went to salt lake city
sun 6 went to meeting after meeting went to sallie rumell eat
super mon 7 went to meeting all day eat dinner to sister snow had
a good meeting tus 8 went to see mira in the afternoon went to
meeting stormy day wed 9 started for home bro buyce & wife
came home with ous thrahr 10 came to bro buyce place and staid all
night fri 11 got home all well sat 12 went to wallsburghwallsburgh rain

sun 13 stormy night went to meeting mon 14 at home rain all
day tus 15 at home rain & snowed wed 16 wash isaac & sina came
and staid all night I1 was sick all night thu 17 sick all day bro wright
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the missing page spans april 18 28.28
to bro murdock tus 29 went to wallsburghWallsburgh then came home
wed 30 lousia bagley came & work

may 1879
thu ist at home all day fri 2ndand at home sat 3 went to meeting
to heber bro lorenzo dow young & son preach in the afternoon
br hardy & burton preach

sun 4 went to heber to meeting mon 5 wash tus 6 at home
in the eve went to meeting wed 7 at home dr young came53

baught some midicinedicinemedicineMi ironed th 8 at home fri 9 at home in the
afternoon went to society meeting sat 10 at home

sun 11 went to meeting ethan came home from green river
all right mon 12 at home ethan & brig went to canyon tus 13
wash & sew carpet wed 14 ironed thu 15 made a chees and put
down my carpet sick fri 16 sick all day mrs bagley and her daugh-
ter came and staid all day bro richens & wife staid all night ethan
& brig came home from the canyon sat 17 some better bro
mcghie & thacher came a teacher

sun 18 better at home mon 19 louize bagley came & wash
tus 20 at home wed 21 at home thu 22 made a chees fri 23 at
home sat 24 at home george went to heber & braught a man &

his wife staid all night54night5l

june 1879
sun ist went to meeting mon 2ndand louisia bagley came & wash
went to a show at night tus 3 geo took that man & wife to walls
burgh wed 4 made a chees geo killed 3 calf th 5 at home geo
went to the city fri 6 made a chees then went to society meeting
br richey took mrs bagley and my self to meeting sat 7 at home

sun 8 at home geo come from the city mon 9 louis bagley
work I1 went to br murdock to get betsy maurdockurdockmrurdockMa to come & live
with me tus 10 weertwent to brbf wadkin mill made a chees sat 1141 befiwefiwent
to wailwallwaiiwalloburghoburgh

suhsun 12 wentwont to br buys ehenthen to meeting 13 wed menmonmeh betsy
werkwork TtestusTHsguswusgesHs li14 sewing wed 415455 wed 11 at home thu 12 made a
chees fri 13 went to br wadkin mill eat dinner had good visit
sat 14 went to wallsburghwallsburgh
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sun 15 went to br buys then to meeting mon 16 betsy
murdock wash tus 17 sewing wed 18 made a chees th 19 at

home fr 20 1I went to sis dablindablain staid till meeting time then went
to society meeting geo went to heber sat 21 at home geo
went to the canyon

sun 22 went to meeting br taylor & wife came home with ous
mon 23 wash to day tus 24 at home wed 25 went to br taylor

another page is missing the month is now july
sat 12 at home

sun 13 went to meeting isaac & sina came home with ous
mon 14 went down the canyon tus 15 wash wed 16 made a
chees thur 17 went to heber stop to mrs shelton fri 18 at home
sat 19 went to wallsburghwallsburgh staid all night

sun 20 came home then went to meeting mon 21 sewing
tus 22 at home wed 23 at home geo & ethan & brig went to raise
the liberty pole th 24 went to celerbratecelerbrate the 24th taylor barn
fri 25 at home sat 26 went to midway

sun 27 at home mon 28 at home geo took betsy maurdockurdockmrurdockMa
home braught amy wing55wing15 home to work for me tus 29 at home
wed 30 at home thu 31 at home

august 1879
fri ist made a chees then went to society meeting sat 2ndand went
to heber to meeting J F smith preach staid all night to br shelton

sun 3 went to meeting went to br giles to dinner had a good
conferanceconferenceConferance mon 4 went to vote come home got dinner then went
to wallsburghwallsburgh bro Capnercapner56556 and bro murphy came to work on the
barn tus 5 isaac and sina came over and staid all night wed 6 at
home all well thu 7 lousia bagley come and wash fri 8 at home
all well sat 9 at home isaac and sina went home

sun 10 at home amy wing was sick mon 11 at home al
tus 12 wash wed 13 at home thu 14 at home in the afternoon han-
nah bagley and her daughter came and spent the afternoon fri 15
at home in the afternoon went to society meeting sat 16 at home

sun 17 went to meeting mon 18 at home lizza hanks57 came
and staid a few days tus 19 at home the lizza and amy wash wed
20 at home lizza ironed lrI1 we geo and myself went to wallsburghWallsburgh
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thu 21 we had the barn raised the men staid till after dinner sister
jane taylor came and staid till evening fri 22 at home sat 23
cleaning house

sun 24 went to meeting mon 25 the girls wash lizza went
home tus 26 went to mlissiaalissia murdock to a quilttingquiltting bro grose
beck58beck5lbeckel and wed 27 wife and children came and camp in the pas-
ture I1 was taken sick in the night wed 27 sick all day hannah
bagley came and staid a while then went home sina came over
thu 28 better to day geor dablin59dabfin19 came to work fri 29 bet-
ter went to wallsburghWallsburgh then went to society meeting sat 30 geo
went to midway sina went home

sun 31 went to meeting sina and lizza came home with ous

september 1879
mon ist geo went to provo tus 2ndand geo came home sister snow
and sister wells came aft up to visit the society and to organize wed
3 we had society meeting in charleston then went to heber staid
to sister shelton thu 4 went to society meeting in heber I1 was
put in as president over all the societysSocietys and associtionassociation in wasitchwasatch
stake sister wells was sick fri 5 went to center ward and orga-
nized a society and primary association added laterlatenlatek with E R
snow M E cluff as pres of RS & retta harvey as pres ovrivr primprim60

I1 dismiss the meeting then went to midway staid all night to bro
wadkin sat 6 sister snow and myself met with the R society and
ororgangftfi orgafiiieorganize a P met with primary association sister snow stop
at pres hatch we came home

sun 7 went to buyesvillBuyesvill sister snow and E B wells and sister
hatch met me thare organize a primary association clara buyse as
pres I1 dismiss the meeting in the afternoon went to charleston
meeting house and mallissia murdock was put in a pres over the
relief society and ester dablindablain was pres over the primary associa-
tion mon 8 went to wallsburghwallsburgh met with the relief society in the
afternoon organize a primary association sister glen was chosen a
president come home sister E R snow and sister E B wells came
home with me and found sister rhoda or her mother ann coope
harvey there tus 9 went to provo stop to mfagr sister smoots61Smoots 616 got
dinner then sister E R snow and E B wells got on the train for
home we went to springvillspringhillSpringvill stop to mary crandell wed 10 seen
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bro and sister rollens then went to jane crandell for dinner then
came to provo stop to bro paxmenmaxmen all night thu II1111 went to the
factory got some cloth there got dinner then came home all well
fri 12 went to society meeting had a good meeting sat 13 at
home geo went to midway

sun 14 went to meeting sister taylor came home with ous
mon 15 went to wallsburghwallsburgh to trade went to sister clifton to din-
ner tus 16 at home geo went to midway ethan went to the
canyon wed 17 at home thu 18 at home fri 19 at home sat 20
at home

sun 21 went to meeting mon 22 at home ethan went to the
canyon tus 23 went to sister taylor to a quilttingquiltting wed 24 at home
bro dablindablain and a pedler by the name of mr plant came thu 25 at
home a fruit pedler by the name of mr pace came and stop all night
fri 26 went to a society quilting sat 27 went to wallsburghwallsburgh

sun 28 went to meeting mon 29 went to bro buyes geo
went to heber tus 30 at home

NOTES

william wright and his wife mary jane baum wright were on the records
of the charleston ward in 1884 margaret maggy wright was a daughter of
william and of jernjemmimamima dandsbands wright who had died in 1871 william thomas
the billy mentioned later in the journal was the oldest child of the family of

the same generation as isaac and ethan leonard brown membership records
charleston ward 1884 archives division historical department the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as
LDS church archives william james mortimer comp and ed howbeautfvlhomhow beautiful
upon the mountains A centennial history ofofwasatchwasatch county apnp wasatch
county chapter daughters of utah pioneers 1963 1042

nochenoch richens was married to fanny boardman richens and susannah
bird richens membership records charleston ward LDS church archives
in 1877 charleston was organized as a ward with enoch richens as one of the
counselors to bishop N C murdock mortimer how beautiful 1003 fanny
richens served in the charleston ward relief society presidency with emma
brown carlie C tidwell brief sketch of wasatch stake relief society from its
organization june 7 1869 to june 7 1915 LDS church archives

3mariaaniaannaamariaaria mcrae had served with emma brown in the charleston ward relief
society from 1873 to 1877 when she moved to arizona tidwell brief sketch

the murdock clan was prominent in heber valley nymphus coridon mur-
dock helped organize a cooperative store in charleston starting in 1877 he
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served as bishop there for fourteen years andrew jenson latter day saint
biographical encyclopedia A compilation of biographical sketches of promi-
nent men and women in the church 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson his-
tory co 1901 36 3174 in 1879 his first wife melissa barney murdock was a
first counselor to emma brown who was president of the charleston relief soci-
ety tidwell brief sketch

5theathehe 1884 membership records for charleston ward record a sadie bagley
daughter of william H and hannah burnesbumes bagley when sadie died on jan-
uary 10 she would have been eleven months old

6thisathishis couple were the first settlers in buysvillebuysviueBuysville and the ones for whom
it was named other settlers emma brown knew in buysvilleBuysville included the
william bromley family the wings thackerstrackersThackers bancroftsBancrofts and wahlquists mor-
timer how beautiful 863 buysvillebuysvifleBuysville was still a part of the charleston ward at
the time of this journal

7richardarichardchard camp and sarah jane glenn camp lived in wallsburgWallsburg in 1879
sarah glenn was secretary and assistant counselor of the wallsburgWallsburg ward relief
society Wallswaliswailswallsburgwaflsburgburg ward relief society minutes LDS church archives richard
camp was made president of the young mens mutual improvement association
YMMIA in 1877 78 john C calderwood history of the wallsburghWallsburgh sic

ward wasatch stake LDS church archives
8johnjohnajohn watkins was the head of a large family in midway and first counselor to

the bishop from 1877 until 1893 when he himself was appointed bishop he had
presided over the charleston branch earlier which fact may in some part explain
emma browns acquaintance with his family mortimer how beautiful 68182681 82

mrr Garngammettmett is not otherwise identified however emma brown later
mentions stopping at mr gammettsgammettoGammetts place on the way to battle creek

lothisilhisilgis appointment is curious since several other records agree that emma
brown became relief society president in charleston in 1874 since the ward was
first organized as such in 1877 with N C murdock as bishop perhaps this
appointment constitutes an official organization of the relief society within the
charleston ward even though the relief society had been organized in
charleston since 1870

evidently john brown was not related to george washington brown and
emma lorena brown he claimed farnifarminging land around charleston and taught
school there mortimer how beauteBeauttbeautifultuifulthi 994 1008

abram12abram hatch considered the foremost man in the county in 1893
orson F whitney history of utah 4 vols salt lake city george Q cannon

and sons 1892 190419041 224 was stake president thomas huskinson giles was
his first counselor jenson LDS biographical encyclopedia 4660

13janejane maria capener taylor is often mentioned in this journal as the
mother of sarah elizabeth lizzauzza hanks and as the ex wife of ephraim knowl-
ton hanks at the time of this journal she was the wife of joseph E taylor one
of the original settlers of charleston charleston ward membership records LDS

church archives she became first counselor in the charleston relief society in
1879 tidwell brief sketch LDS church archives

john watkins was married to margaret ackhurst harriet steele and mary
ann sawyer all of whom lived in one house with their families mortimer how
beautiful 680 81
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these visitors are finity daybell and mary draper william daybell
their son and annie price his wife

george smith and hannah turner his wife lived in charleston at this
time mortimer how beautiful 482

agnesgnes mcghie wife of william mcghie was treasurer in the charleston
relief society at this time tidwell brief sketch

sarah mcaffee ritchie married to john ritchie lived in charleston mor-
timer how beautiful 1034

19the number of bushels is very faint and may read either 2 or 3
george E simmons was a high priest and seventy which may explain

emmas use of president with him mary jane simmons his daughter here
age fifteen could be the mary ann in the next sentence charleston ward mem-
bership records LDS church archives

21jannetta rhoads is named as a member of the heber ward relief society
in an 1872 list so this couple was probably living in heber

this may be margaret abpnalp of the midway ward relief society mid-
way ward relief society minutes 1877 list of members LDS church archives

230neone of the relief society sisters emma trotman acted as secretary
in charleston jointly with sina brown emmas daughter in law at least from
may 1878 to january 1879 since she is named as secretary in two reports of
the charleston relief society that were published in womanscomans exponent 17 feb-
ruary 1 1879 189

george dabling was married to esther richman dabling and they lived in
wallsburgWallsburg where esther was a member of the relief society mortimer how
beautiful 647 wallsburgWallsburg ward relief society minutes LDS church archives

21 charles shelton was the founder of charleston and the man after whom
it was named when he returned from a mission in 1869 he moved to heber his
wife was susan jane wilkins mortimer how beautiful 478 79

26this26his is the same person as emma trotman above n 23
17rumill cannot be identified at present but he and his boys may be

related to sallie rumell of salt lake city who is mentioned later in the journal on
april 6 1879

21charles franklin decker lived in salt lake city and was related through
marriage to brigham young ethan leonard emma browns son tells in his life his-
tory of living across the provo river south with ike decker around 1860 delight
decker the sixth wife of isaac decker was the neighbor of emma and george
brown familysearchFamilySearch personal ancestral file PAF version 2.20220220 the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints 1987198719941994 hereafter cited as familysearchFamilySearch isaac
decker was the father of charles decker frank esshom pioneers and prominent
men of urahutah salt lake city utah pioneers book publishing 1913 56

2miis2cthis entry is very faint the word appears to be brother in which case
it would refer to the residence of lorenzo snow

311nin an undated story probably written years later entitled hard times
again emma brown relates an experience that occurred on one such outing the
bishop hearing a rustling behind a bush mistook a bear for one of his group so
he commenced to preach to him and mr bear came after him after a series of
comical mishaps the group ate poor mr bear and some of the berries they had
gathered then they comencedcommencedcomenced to get sick and they concluded that servis berries
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and bear meat warent good together photocopy of holograph in possession of
deeanne clarkdarkoark whetten

31According to john M calderwoodsCalde rwoods history of the wallsburghWallsburgh sic
ward wasatch stake a plague of grasshoppers descended in the following sum-
mer 1879 and destroyed all the wheat crop

ephraim31ephrairn knowlton hanks was married to harriet amelia decker and jane
maria capener among the children of the second marriage were william albert
mentioned in this entry and sarah elizabeth later to marry ethan leonard brown
mortimer how beautiful 1028

that33that is dyeing cloth
31junius31junius free wells was called in 1875 to organize the young mens mutual

improvement association milton H hardy accompanied him on their mission of
organizing the program in all the wards of the church jenson LDS biographical
encyclopedia 1714 2240

35several35several oaks families lived in heber valley all directly related to hyrum
and sarah ann woods oaks mortimer how beautiful 666 67 883 87 emma
brown does not clarify which oaks she has in mind

cherehere3here begins a complicated pattern of duplicated entries with the skip
from mon 9 to mon 12 emma brown goes back and retellsrebellsretells with some varia-
tion the events of august 123112 31 with the entry dated september sun ist she
repeats the events of september 1 9 as recorded above with minor variations
from the entry dated tus 10 she moves ahead with her narrative

jakejakc harris was a store owner in wallsburgWallsburg mortimer how Beaubeautifultrul 912
38 38wrightwright is written over come

elmina39ehnina S taylor counselor to mary isabella home in the salt lake stake
relief society was also president of the young ladies mutual improvement asso-
ciationciation jill mulvay derr janath russell cannon and maureen ursenbach
beecher women of covenant the story of relief society salt lake city deseret
bookbook19921992 120 122

snyderville41snydervilleSnyderville was a small settlement near present day park city wellwenweliweil situ-
ated as a halfway point on the road to salt lake city

41&4111& is written over and
4when42whenewhen emma brown names men who come to her home as teachers

she makes reference to visits from church men in the forerunner of the modem
LDSIDSins home teaching

43probably43probably refers to jane freeman wife of william eaton homer or to
amanda jane smith her daughter in law familysearchFamilySearch

samuel mcaffee had a young family and lived in charleston with his wife
ann campbell baird mcaffee mortimer how beautiful 1077

45william jasper boren sr and lucina mecham boren moved to wallsburgWallsburg
in 1864 emma brown is said to have taken the butter lucina boren made and to
have sold it in salt lake city for her mortimer how beautiful 926 27

46the writing is blurred so the reading of this word is a guess
47womanscomansWomans exponent 7 february 1 1879 189 reports

A mass meeting of the ladies of charleston was held in the meeting
house jan 6 1879 mrs mary daybell called the meeting to order
and moved that mrs emma brown preside the motion was carried
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and mrs emma trotman was chosen secretary after singing and
prayer pres E brown explained the object of the meeting and stated
that as the gentile ladies of salt lake city had got up a petition to
abolish polygamy we as sisters believing in plural marriage wish
to oppose them many of the sisters expressed their feelings and all
felt to uphold and sustain the principle of plural marriage

william1williarn forman was bishop of the heber west ward 1877841877 84 andrew
jenson encyclopedic history of the2 be church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints

salt lake city deseret news publishing 1941 329 catherine his wife was the
relief society president of the same ward in 1877 john crook was made one of
the high councillors of the stake as well as first counselor to bishop forman
wasatch stake historical notes LDS church archives

whethe neighbors of william wright relied on his medical expertise
although he was never trained as a physician mortimer how beautiful 1042

50William bromley and sarah bullimore bromley lived in charleston their
children were celestia clarissa amanda and benjamin mortimer how beauti-
ful 862

the51the comer of the original page is turned down in the copy so one word
is illegible

ellzaeilzaeliza mccullun sabey wife of james sabey lived in charleston and walls
burg esshom pioneers and prominent men 1146

the53the only doctor in the area named young was seymour bicknell young
a trained physician practicing in salt lake city perhaps he is the doctor to whom
she refers see jenson LDS biographical encyclopedia 1200 202

54unlike other lacunae of a week or more this one cannot be explained by
a missing page at least according to emmas own pagination

amy55amy and elvira wing were twin daughters of samuel joseph wing and
elizabeth jane wright mortimer how beautiful 501

56perhaps56perhaps emma lorena is referring to william capener father of jane
capener hanks taylor and grandfather of elizabeth hanks in 1885 he and sam
his son came to help build a home for ethan leonard and elizabeth hanks
brown ethan leonard brown life history of ethan leonard brown as told to
reta brown clarkdarkoark typescript nd in possession of deeanne clark whetten

this57this is sarah elizabeth hanks who would marry ethan leonard brown on
october 27 1880

cannot be identified at present
59 george59george dabling was sixteen years old in 1879 he later married ada

glenn mortimer how beautiful 931
6omaryjomarymary ellen foster married benjamin cluff in 1854 and they lived in

center creek rhoda elizabeth harvey was married two weeks after this entry
september 21 1879 to joseph foster familysearchFamilySearch family information in pos-

session of maureen ursenbach beecher
this and the following entry contain names of several utah valley

acquaintances including margaret thompson mcmeans smoot president of the
utah stake relief society
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quiet acts of religious devotion
the art ofjudith mehr

richard G oman

the works by judith mehr in this issue are significant
because they help bridge the distance between latter day saint art
and life they remind us that latter day saint identity is based
upon more than faith in angelic visitations and heroic religious
history that identity is also about faithful obedience in our daily
lives to prophetic counsel latter day saints are set apart from
others not only by their theology and history but also by the reli-
gious meaning that is assigned to what may appear to be rather
mundane acts thus latter day saints often express acts of religious
commitment in ways that the broader world might not even rec-
ognize as religious

mehr depicts quiet acts of religious devotion that connect
faith and action 1 I was looking for ways to depict faith without
being too sentimental mehr said but it is sometimes scary to
expose your inner feelings in something as public as a painting
in two works she also explores some of the quiet acts of nurtur-
ing thrift and devotion that shape a mormon womanscomans life one
painting depicts her own mother kathryn mehr standing in the
middle of her food storage the other depicts nada fluckiger who
is well known for her homemade bread the third work family
garden was painted during the period in which president kimball
advocated planting gardens in this piece she captures the mor-
mon values of devotion self sufficiency and family strength the
models for this work were the Blalicks members of her own
extended family including her cousin who was bishop of the
natchez mississippi ward at the time

A native of california mehr studied art at brigham young uni-
versity with bill whitakervhitaker trevor southey franz johansen alex

BBYUYU studies 34 no 4 1994951994 95
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darais and others mehr graduated with a BEABFAbea in 1974 and the
following year did graduate work and taught art part time in the BYU

art department she returned to northern california where the
two works of art on the cover were painted she currently resides
in the salt lake valley where she works as a full time profes-
sional artist

working primarily in oils mehr does portraits landscapes
still life genre and religious murals one of her best known paint-
ings is a huge seventy four figure twenty three foot long mural
the eternal family through christ in the foyer of the genealogi-
cal library in salt lake city her portraits including one of spencer
W kimball have been displayed at the museum of church history
and art her work is also found in private and corporate collec-
tions in many states and has been exhibited as part of the church
wide international art competitions in a 1990 national competition
one of her pieces was selected for the art in the parks exhibition
in jackson hole wyoming

richard G oman is senior curator at the museum of church history and art
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please dont kick the pianoplano
james M thorne

some wise and enterprising piano manufacturer would do
well to produce a kick proof model with a sturdy padded panel
just above the pedals the walnut and mahogany veneersventers are beau-
tiful but vulnerable to the petulant toes of teenage girls at least so
thought the wise and enterprising mrs bloom as she winced at the
veneer threatening percussion that accompanied her daughters
practice session kick it one more time and youll be down under
the piano with a rag and furniture polish she yelled but her own
toes hurt with some long ago memories

ive got a better idea daughter lisa called back let me get
under the piano with a box of matches and ill burn the horrid
thing up mom why do I1 have to take these dumb lessons what
possible good will it ever do me

it will make you into a refined and talented young lady mrs
bloom liedfiedhied and boys will come from afar just to sit under the win-
dow and listen to you play their hearts breaking from the beauty
of it she added carrying the lieheile just a little further

she thought about her own husband with his tin ear and knew
of a certainty that her own arduous years of piano lessons were of
absolutely no consequence in their courtship she had taken him to
a symphony once he had fallen asleep and snored magnificently
through barbers adagio for strings she was so embarrassed that it
had become a favorite story of his repeated endlessly at parties
while she stood with a fixed smile and imagined herself feeding
him piece by piece down the garbage disposal

if its supposed to make me into a refined and talented young
lady lisa retorted why is it turning me into a raving maniac

you were always a raving maniac mrs bloom said sweetly
maybe with enough practice you can become a refined and

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994 95
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talented young lady maniac boys wont come from afar to sit
under the window of a raving maniac

no boy is going to come and sit under my window anyway
lisa said with the finality that betrays cautious hope

dont be too sure kevin the paper boy sat in our driveway
on his bicycle yesterday for about five minutes listening to you
practice and thats a fact because I1 watched him

not kevin the paper boy oh mom thats horrible kevin
plays the piano at assemblies and accompanies the school choir
he plays concert stuff thats like having paganini standing outside
your window listening to every mistake you make

paganini astraddle his bicycle laughed mrs bloom
besides paganini was a violinist

1I dont care what he was this is it I1 quit piano today I1 cant
have kevin the paper boy laugh at my mistakes

he didnt seem to be laughing in fact he seemed to be
rather enjoying it look mrs bloom suggested you dont have to
practice in the afternoon if youre worried about kevin the paper
boy do your homework in the afternoon and practice right after
supper that way your father can listen to you instead of kevin

A nice touch mrs bloom congratulated herself A little
coup let him suffer through the tantrums and the trillsbrills he
deserves it oh yes he does

so she was perhaps a little disappointed when the new
schedule worked beautifully lisa suddenly became quite dutiful
even enthusiastic about practicing in the evening and her father
seemed to tolerate the sessions without any apparent discomfort
it didnt seem quite fair A couple of weeks later she was surprised
again when lisa reported that her music teacher had suggested
that she try some duets with her mother its to help me learn
how to accompany people she explained 1 I have to learn how to
keep playing and not stop when I1 make a mistake

what about my mistakes objected mrs bloom its been
years since I1 had to practice she suddenly realized she was grop-
ing for excuses just like her daughter lisa picked up on the ratio-
nalization immediately but mother think of how talented and
refined you will become think of the men from afar sitting under
your window their hearts breaking
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astraddle their bicycles giggled mrs bloom
so they selected a mozart sonatina arranged for four hands

mrs bloom practiced a little in the midmorningsmidmornings when she was all
alone and didnt have to worry about kevin the paper boy laugh-
ing at her mistakes lisa practiced right after supper mostly
ignored by her tolerant but tin eared father and then the two
women sat down on the piano bench together by mutual and
unspoken consent mrs bloom assumed the lower clef and lisa
played the upper melody the two suffered through miscues
stops starts and initial awkwardness for two brains two pairs of
eyes and ears four hands and twenty fingers were all trying to
cope with mozartsmomartsMozarts musical dance of ideas communicated
through two centuries to mrs bloom and lisa seated side by side
on the piano bench

once during her own practice time mrs bloom gave a frus-
trated but tentative kick at the piano just to see if it felt the
same she had special trouble with a trill for the left hand unre-
servedlyservedly right handed she could not make her fingers move fast
enough for a proper trill she tried crossing her right hand over
and letting more nimble fingers handle the trill but it was too dis-
tractingtr and finally she had to eliminate the trill and simply play
the bass note mr bloom didnt even notice

mrs bloom had an odd moment of reflection a few days later
when lisas music teacher told her that the idea for the duet was
entirely lisas although the teacher seemed pleased that mrs
bloom had taken up the challenge that her daughters decision had
posed mrs bloom searched for the motivation behind lisas
untruth and decided that it was a simple ploy to make her a fellow
sufferer by requiring her own practice routine the plan had back
fired because she was beginning to enjoy it

then one evening the piece came together about a third of
the way through with no mistakes by either each became aware
that they were completely in sync with each other they could
sense each others growing excitement and began to anticipate
each others timing and inflections there was first a shared
expectancy and then a growing certainty that this time would be
perfect that not only would there be no mistakes but they were
incapable of making mistakes they felt the tangible thrill that jazz
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musicians feel sometimes late in the lonely nights when the
music takes hold of them and plays them as if they had become
their own instruments they felt the cumulative excitement of a
team on a hot streak when everything works and the crowd goes
wild with excitement and anticipation

the thrill grew and carried them through to the final chords
and lisa squealed with excitement and gave her mother a hug and
a squeeze even mr bloom looked up and smiled mrs bloom went
to bed that night inexpressibly happy and curled up against her
husband her dreams were full of great round things which
seemed to burst when one touched them filling everything with
such incredible sweetness that she was sorry when she woke up
and had to make breakfast for mr bloom

A few days later lisa somehow got kevin the paper boy dis-
engaged from his bicycle and into the house my music teacher
gave me this duet mrs bloom heard her daughter explain disin-
genuously as she steered kevin over to the piano bench mom has
been practicing it a little with me but she gets so busy and really
doesnt have the time mrs bloom stood in the doorway and
leaned against the jamb twisting the dishtoweldishtowel in her hands partly
amused and absolutely fascinated by her daughters manipulation
of kevin

then they began to play and from the opening notes they
were in sync kevin sight reading the music for the first time
handled the bass part crisply and flawlessly mrs blooms breath
caught as he executed the lefthandleft hand trill with precision and grace
lisa with weeks of careful practice behind her was caught up in
kevins technical skill and mrs bloom could feel the electrical
excitement build as they fed on each others playing

so thought mrs bloom so this is what it was all about
the whole idea for the duet was for kevin the paper boy and I1 was
simply used the initial amusement gave way and a strange sad-
ness welled up as she seemed to feel herself supplanted in her
daughters affections

kevins and lisas hands danced through the final chords and
lisa squealed with excitement and gave kevin a hug and a
squeeze mrs bloom turned quickly away even that had been
simply practice for kevin
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at supper that night mrs bloom winked at her daughter and
said so your mother doesnt have the time to practice with you
and you had to enlist kevin the paper boy

isnt he cute mom gushed lisa and how do you like the
way he plays isnt he marvelous weve made a deal he helps me
with my practicing in the afternoon and I1 help him finish his
paper route

did you need to lie

it was only a little lie grinned lisa with absolute innocence
now you dont have to practice anymore except when im trying

to learn a new duet I1 dont want kevin to hear all my mistakes
besides you told me that piano playing would make me into a
refined young lady and what good is a refined young lady if she
cant attract boys

sitting under your window their hearts breaking said
mrs bloom in a tiny voice wondering why her own heart was
breaking

silly me she thought that night when her tears began to
flow onto her pillow silly old foolish me I1 should be happy
that I1 have such a clever daughter I1 should be happy that my
clever daughter has snared a boyfriend this is the way life is
and she held in her sobs so she wouldnt wake her husband
because there wasnt a thing she could tell him that he would
even begin to understand

james M thome is an architect practicing in sunnyvale california he never
kicked the pianoplano but his sisters allailali did he won third place with this story in the
1994 short story contest sponsored by BYU studies
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mimesis upendedunendedUpended
A reluctant nod to mr wilde

how did she see peaches
ortutrtu

never seeing a cezanne
i

this mother of my mother ga
nhiihi

who passed to me across a generation
her own deep burning need for beauty ys

or so im told
you remind me of your grandma y

my mother used to chide as she coaxed me
is

from pages abloom with renoirsrenoire and monetsconets
only she loved honeysuckle and indian paintbrush

I1 dont remember
I1 knew her only when she was old
and her mind was gone
and she waltzed with strangers in her ruby robe
and sang have you seen my new shoes

i
how did she see flowers
knowing no okeeffe to lead her
deep into the sultry depths of poppies
this daughter of desert basin who journeyed onceonce
as far as blue bench one days ride



youve got your grandmasgrandeasgrandmas eyes great aunts
peer out from afghan barracks and decide
but I1 know better sr

she saw unaided unencumbered
she saw direct all by herself I1 cant

how would I1 see orange without albers
thick crusted bread without vermeer s

eyes without eakins light without turner
my own still bath wet form reflected
without hosts from phidias forward lt

proud fashioners of art of life ti
these benefactor thieves
bestowing their vision while robbing my own v

x
gragrantingntinganting me what grandma never had
the prejudice of education

t

is sharlee mullins glenn
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t altwrtwisvlt
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cosmic dishtowelsdishtowels &

now im not calling for the feminine father
or androgynous adonai or gender reversal in the trinity
im just relating simple facts
the lord was a homemaker from the beginbeginningbeginninninnln9 is
and he embroidered dishtowelsdishtowels

lirlikj-
ir

i qa

contemplating creation he cut
the fabric of angel robes
threaded his needle with comet tails
some dyed in the pinks and blues of nebulae
and decorated a complete set
with uncounted numberless cross stitches

4
light from darkness on sunday I1

waters from waters on monday C

land and plants from waters on tuesday
lights in the firmament on wednesday t

animals on thursday
man on friday r s

rest on sabbath
J

now whether he uses the towels
to dry the big dipper
or to cover suns as they rise
or to keep cosmic dust off cooked comets
or to pull pans of baked stars out of the oven
I1 cant establish im just relating the facts
the lord was a homemaker from the beginning
and he embroidered dishtowelsdishtowels

casualenecassaleneCasualene Mmeyereyer



mathematical parables
examples of mathematicians assisting each other and building
upon instead of pearingfearingoffearing their doerendifferencesces serve as modem parables

for handling our own differences as scholars andfriendsand friends

J W cannon

william PR thurston the best geometer in the world today
always wore plaid shirts and stretch denim jeans in his younger
years my children thus consider plaid shirts and stretch denim
jeans standard costume for mathematicians when bill was to give
the final talk of the international congress of mathematicians in
helsinki we all wondered how he would dress for this formal
occasion would he wear a plaid shirt and stretch denim jeans
or would he succumb to the pressures of public appearance and
dress in formal or semiformal attire we watched from far back in
the huge audience he had indeed succumbed to societal pres-
sures he had ironed his plaid shirt

A recent essay discusses academic dress and makes the fol-
lowing assertion academic people dress with a formality inversely
proportional to the confidence they have in their subject without
doubt said the essay mathematicians are the worst dressed among
all academics since they have the most confidence in the reliabil-
ity of their discipline you can guess for yourself which depart-
ments were found to have the best dressed professors and
tonight well you can guess from my black tuxedo and pleated
white shirt just how much confidence I1 have in what I1 am going
to say

elaine sorensen congratulated me shortly after the maeser
lecture was announced and said my only disappointment is

that the committee still hasnt chosen a woman for the award
her point was well taken the maeser lecture is designed to
honor an endeavor rather than a person the lecturer represents a
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group of people who find academic life important and satisfying
the lecturers need to represent over time all of the large seg-
ments of this striving population including women the speak-
ers are viewed as a little more important than they are because
they represent not only the reality but the aspirations of the pop-
ulationulation most of us can appreciate and hope for better things than
we can actually accomplish

some would say that research and creative arts arent that
important in the eternal perspective and in saying so they may be
right but this work for me as a mathematician at least is the best
work that I1 can do and I1 would be wrong to give it up for some-
thing that is even less important it beats watching television by a
country mile

some generalizations about mathematicians

let us begin with a few general questions about mathemati-
cians these questions are representative of the ones im most
often asked

regarding the traditional mathematics professor george
polya a hungarian mathematician wrote

the traditional mathematics professor of the popular legend is
absentminded he usually appears in public with a lost umbrella in
each hand he writes a he says b he means c but it should be
d some of his sayings are handed down from generation to genera-
tion for example this principle is so perfectly general that
no particular application of it is possible

geometry is the art of correct reasoning on incorrect figures

after all you can leamlearn something from this traditional mathe-
matics professor let us hope that the mathematics teacher from
whom you cannot leamlearn anything will not become traditional 1

how does a mathematician work bill floyd and his
father are mathematicians the elder floyd was longtimelong time provost
of thomas jeffersons university of virginia son bill wanted to
become a botanist but in deference to his father he applied to one
graduate school in mathematics princeton accepted him com-
menting on the mathematicians thought process bill says R H
bing said he only worked on problems that you could think about
while mowing the lawn any problem ive worked on I1 could think
about while on a hike 2
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why do people become mathematicians G H hardy
wrote concerning the lure of mathematics

it is sometimes suggested by lawyers or politicians or business men
that an academic career is one sought mainly by cautious and unam-
bitious persons who care primarily for comfort and security the
reproach is quite misplaced the mathematician would have
rejected their careers because of his ambition because he would
have scorned to be a man to be forgotten in twenty years

A mathematician like a ppainterainterainger or a poet is a maker of pat-
terns if his patterns are more permanent than theirs it is because
they are made with ideas

the mathematicians patterns like the painters or the poets
must be beautiful the ideas like the colourscolouos or the words must fit
together in a harmonious way beauty is the first test there is no per-
manent pplacelace in the world for ugly mathematics 3

why does mathematics exist science and mathematics
exist because the universe is patterned mathematics is simply the
study of these patterns especially of their logical structure sci-
ence decides whether a given pattern proposed by a mathemati-
cian does or does not approximate a specific aspect of reality

people are amazed at the applicability of mathematics for
example physicist steven weinberg writes about the application
of linear algebra and matrix theory to heisenbergssenbergsHei matrix mechan-
ics this is one example of the spooky ability of mathematicians
to anticipate structures that are relevant to the real world 4 the
mathematician would reply 1I wouldnt be a very good mathe-
matician if I1 couldnt recognize fundamental patterns in the world
around me

Is mathematics worth anything in the real world I1 al-
ways laugh inwardly when people ask Is mathematics worth any-
thing in the real world studying the patterns inherent in gods
universe always seems more real to me than watching real world
television or engaging in real world business the mathematician
wants to understand to understand everything the great ger-
man mathematician david hilbert formulated this motto wir
mussen wissen wir werden wissen we must know we will
know5knowdknow 315115 if mathematicians and scientists keep their eyes open for
the richest and most significant patterns apparent about them
they can hardly avoid developing important results
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consider three of the great scientific developments of this
century relativity theory quantum mechanics and the science of
computing surely you will have a hard time finding three devel-
opments that have had a more profound effect on our world in this
century you may consider two of them as physics and the third as
engineering and they are but each was founded in very large mea-
sure upon mathematics

einstein founded relativity theory on the mathematical prin-
ciple of geometric invariance the mathematics he used was the
differential geometry of gauss riemann poincarepoincar6 and levi civita

in his development of quantum mechanics erwin schrodingerschr6dingerrodingerschroedingerSch
found exactly the mathematical methods he needed in the work of
david hilbert 6 concerning the discovery schrodingerschr6dingerrodingerschroedingerSch wrote

it works the magnificent classical mathematics and the mathemat-
ics of hilbert these unfold everything so clearly before us that all
we have to do is to take it without any labour and bothering
because the correct method is provided in time as soon as one
needs it completely automaticautomaticallyabbyaffy 7

mathematical logicians supplied the foundation for modernmodem
computing kurt godel emil post steven kleene barkely rosser
alan turing and others answered the question what does it mean
to calculate something they found that all known methods of cal-
culationculation can be reduced to procedures so simple that they can be
implemented in a mechanical way based on this logic another
mathematician john von neumann developed the idea of the
stored computer program with new developments in electronics
computers were on their way

do mathematicians delight in the uselessness of math-
ematics mathematicians have sometimes resisted being told
by others what is real and what is important the mathemati-
ciansciansceans point of view is well illustrated by several paintings of the
flemish painter peter bruegel the elder it would be helpful to
refer to a collection of bruegelsBruegels paintings such as marguerite
kays book BrubrnbruegelegeLl8

ask yourself in each instance what is the important issue at
stake in the painting As with mathematics the important issue is
not always obvious at first glance and our experience may not
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make obvious what is important therefore we may have to be
educated to realize that certain issues are critical

first consider the numbering at bethlehem the scene is a
typical flemish village midwinter with peasants walking or skat-
ing on a frozen river or lake village children playing and many
people clustering around a rather prominent house in the lower
left foreground have you recognized the obvious fact that there is
no room in this inn did you find mary and joseph and the don-
key did you understand that one of the key moments of earthly
existence is about to take place

you wont have as much trouble with the next picture
because you now know what to look for the painting is entitled
the procession to calvary and the scene is of course of flemish
peasants pursuing their everyday tasks far away on the hill stands
a circle of people so distant as to be almost invisible upon close
examination you see that they are awaiting some special event
you are struck by the colorful red cloaks worn by a rather long
procession of horseback riders almost invisible in the center of
the painting is a man fallen upon his kneesees with a cross over his
shoulder the largest figure in the painting is beautiful a woman
in the lower right corner who clearly sorrows and is being com-
forted by three companions one male and two female

in a third painting the conversion of st paul you might
have a little trouble identifying the important factors in the
scene without some coaching from the artist business travelers in
ancient costume with a flemish flare are toiling up a dirt covered
mountain road amidst some very large trees far away and some-
what in the background many people surround a fallen traveler
one companion shades his eyes as he stares into the sky most of
the travelers see nothing unusual or ignore what is happening
would you as an outsider want to tell paul what is really impor-
tant at this moment ifhe heard you at all he might find your intru-
sion irritating

mathematicians care very much about the applications of
their mathematics As with bruegelsBruegels work the applications they
have in mind however may have little to do with the ones you
think they ought to have in mind
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how do mathematicians choose what to study much of
mathematics is devoted to problems with an immense history
no field has a richer tradition most mathematical problems are too
difficult to solve many mathematicians hack away at these old dif-
ficult problems bringing the difficulties into better focus perhaps
revealing new vistas and resolving old difficulties but mathemati-
cians are ready to consider any rich and interesting pattern new or old

what Is it like to be a mathematician my children say
that only the children of mathematicians want to be mathemati-
cians I1 consider the life of a mathematician personally exciting
mathematics has given me friends spread over the world and over
time I1 have spent days with the greeks who lived hundreds of
years before christ with euclid eudoxus archimedes pythago-
ras and apollonius I1 have spent months with newton with euler
with the bernoullisBernoullis with gauss riemann poincare and hilbert
I1 have personal friends on each continent and have traveled
because of mathematics to four of the continents I1 have personal
mathematical friends in almost every state of the union and in
many foreign countries they have invariably treated me with kind-
ness and consideration and respect

let me give you an idea of the life of mathematics by outlin-
ing in the next section a problem in which I1 have been involved
it is not the most important problem in mathematics only the
best I1 can do the account will be simplified A reporter suggested
to physicist richard feynman that he might respond to the ques-
tion what did you win the nobel prize for with listen
buddy if I1 could tell you in a minute what I1 did it wouldnt be
worth the nobel prize 9 of course I1 havent won the nobel prize
mathematicians dont have a nobel prize they have a fields
medal 10 and I1 havent won the fields medal and wont since it is
given only to mathematicians under the age of forty As I1 discuss
some general goals ideas and events you may be able to gain a
feeling for what it is like to be a mathematician

mathematical parallels or parabolasParabolas
the double suspension problem

bothbothparableparable andwadaadandparabolaparabola mean to set beside or in parallel
our mathematical parallels are called parabolasparabolas while our people
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parallels are called parables I1 will start with parabolasparabolas the parabolasparabolas
I1 consider are geometry versus algebra and large versus small

geometry versus algebra our models of space are built on
line and number geometry and algebra respectively in ancient
greece the pythagoreans viewed the entire universe as built upon
number they imagined the line as a succession of indivisible
objects that could be counted like beads on a string when hip
pasusbasus one of their colleagues proved that this view was wrong
they were so shocked they drowned him in the sea 11 being a
mathematician is sometimes dangerous

history has since modified our vision of line and number for
millennia the number zero was not recognized as a number
it was a nothing in the first century after christ someone intro-
duced zero as a placeholder arithmetic as we know it however
was not widely accepted until AD 1300 finger arithmetic was
standard fare in books as recently as AD 1500 1211

beginning with the eighteenth century the concepts of line
and real number were fused setting the stage for a unified geo
metric arithmetic model for space A number became simply a
point in the line and the linefinebine could be viewed as a varying num-
ber the line was the basis for one variable mathematics

one variable however is not enough to measure a complex
world are three space variables enough does it make any sense
to talk about space with more than three or four variables

mathematician mary ellen rudin once wrote in a letter
my one total disaster as a speaker was a talk that I1 gave to the win-
ners of presidential awards for high school science teaching it was
at the state department the law forbade me to have any visual aid
I1 could only wave my hands im not sure a single non phd mathe-
matician in the room understood anything I1 said I1 got exactly one
question asked by perhaps 15 different people how can one pos-
sibly have more than 4 dimensions13dimensions13

mary ellen rudin grew up in a small texas town she wrote
more than seventy research papers while tending her small chil-
dren in her very open home designed by frank lloyd wright she
covered the dangerous gaps in the open stairway with fishletfishnet until
the children were old enough to be safe from falling

I1 should at this point ask a mother with six children mary
ellen had only four to explain how many variables complicate her
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life if she can get by with three variables she has either lost four
children or three children and their father

life is high dimensional the mathematics of life is equally
high dimensional As one might say the complications of life are
manifold manifold is the name given to a mathematical model
with more than one variable the mathematical term manifold
should be learned by every educated person

A robot arm formed from
links illustrates the term mani-
fold the position of each link
relative to the previous link is
given by one variable each link
raises the mathematical descrip-
tion of the arm by one dimen-
sion robot arms with six links 02

have been built the possible
positions of such an arm re-
quire

cac1
1

six variables for their
descriptions and therefore form
a manifold of six dimensions

helaman rolfe pratt fergu-
son is a noted mormon mathe-
matical artist who believes in the
power of high dimensional art A robot arm this robot arm is an

he asks the question why does example of the high dimensional-
ity of life the position of each linka sculpture affect us more when
must be defined by a variable ofwe see it in person than when we one dimension because this arm

see a picture his answer the has two free joints a specific posi-
tionphysical viewing of sculpture is a of the arm must be described

high7dimensionalhigh dimensional event I1 fergu-
son

in terms of two dimensions
comments

in examining sculpture one should use all of the body not just
the eyes our feet supply a dimension that brings us in proximity
to the object in order to feel the object we bring into play the joints
of feet ankles knees waist neck shoulders elbows wrists and fin-
gers the nerve impulses from fingertips and palms add to the sensory
perception with truly binocular vision at play with the twelve ocular
muscles with all of the muscles and joints and nerves sending their
separate messages to our brains when we view and feel the object at
close range we get a huge dimensional view of a physical sculpture 14
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manifolds can be geometrically beautiful they can be curved
they are generally very high dimensional the notion of a manifold
is much more basic to physics and mathematics than the better
known notions of a black hole quasar neutrino or big bang this
last point reveals the difference between mathematicians and
physicists physicists are better at advertising their work if mathe-
maticiansmaticians solving some equations discover a singularity in the solu-
tion they report there is a singularity in the solution of these
equations on the other hand if physicists discover the same sin-
gularitygularity by the same methods they say the universe was created
with a big bang read singularity in an equation give us a billion
dollars to study it

from 1821 until 1848 karl friedrich gauss15 conducted
extensive geodetic surveys geodesy is a branch of mathematics
involving features of the earth like surface shape size and grav-
ity these surveys suggested problems connected with curved
surfaces the resulting studies began the mathematics of relativity
and the geometric study of manifolds 16

gauss was followed by bernhard riemann born in germany
in 1826 the son of a lutheran pastor in 1857 at the age of thirty
one riemann became an assistant professor on his minuscule
salary he supported himself and three sisters riemann married
at the age of thirty six but he contracted tuberculosis and died at
the age of thirty nine he said to his wife kiss our child she
repeated the lords prayer with him at the words forgive us
our trespasses he looked up devoutly she felt his hand grow
colder in hers he served his god faithfully as his father had but
in a different way 17

riemann revolutionized everything he touched with gauss
he fathered the geometry that led to relativity theory 18 here is how
riemann explained the notion of manifold to the general audience

if one travels in a continuous manner from one position to another
then the intermediate points through which one travels form a one-
fold manifold we then think of this entire onefoldone fold manifold sliding
from its given position over into another completely different posi-
tion so that every point of the first passes into a specific point of the
second the simple manifold by its motion sweeps out what we callcancalicail
a twofoldtwo fold extended manifold and it is easy to imagine continuing
this construction into arbitrarily many dimensions 19
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at the turn of the century henri poincare was the worlds
greatest mathematician with H A lorentz and albert einstein he
discovered the theory of special relativity based on the theory of
curved manifolds poincarepoincar6 studied the properties of manifolds by
means of a new method that we now call topology J consider
myself a topologist poincarepoincar6 explained topology allows us to
recognize qualitative relations in spaces of more than three dimen-
sions topology renders service analogous to that rendered in low
dimensions 120Iby pictures

in summary the most common mathematical model of space
is the manifold based on many variables each variable being a
number that as it varies sweeps out a constituent direction or line
in the manifold this fusion of line number manifold and space
completes our first mathematical parallel or parable our second
parabola is more modern more specialized it concerns the topol-
ogy of manifolds here we are concerned with the conflict be-
tween the very large and very small

large versus smallsmarsmail people have always disagreed about the
most important things to study for example are big things more
important or are little things relativity theory studies big things
quantum theory small things manifolds are a good model for
relativity theory a poor model for quantum theory hence two
schools of thought have developed one says only the large scale
structure of manifolds is important the second says anything that
happens in the small happens in the large and vice versa both
small and large are important the theories of small and large
developed independently according to the thought and taste of the
participants an advocate of the large view was john milnor of
princeton university an advocate of the small view was R H bing
from texas

in an undergraduate class at princeton university freshman
john milnor solved within a week the problem his professor posed
as an illustration of an important unsolved problem in mathematics 21

milnor went on to a brilliant career and became a fields medal-
ist 22 he claimed we should study high dimensions algebraically and
prove theorems about infinitely many dimensions at once

R H bing on the other hand was a high school football
coach from texas the stereotypical complaint of mathematicians
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about high school education is that the football coach is asked to
teach mathematics classes although the stereotypical football
coach scores lower than his students on standardized exams bing
however was a football coach who went on to become president
of both the american mathematical society and the mathematical
association of america and was elected to the national academy
of sciences he never lost his love for football once paying 700
for tickets to the texas oklahoma football game he loved to show
just how surprising things could be and he gave wonderful names
to his examples thanks to him we now talk of the bing sling the
dogbonedoggoneDogbone space the hooked rug crumpled cubes and many

more in a deep texas accent he spoke of epslumsepslums and deltas of
baseball moves and pill boxes 27131113272323 bings central claim was that

we should really understand low dimensions with all of their
warts we should understand geometry geometrically and develop
specific examples

hooked rug bing sling

we will call the two schools of thought developed by milnor
and bing the princeton school and the texas school the prince-
ton school approached things from an algebraic and global point
ofview the texas school approached things from a geometric and
local point of view the princeton school felt that they had devel-
oped the algebra to the point where they almost had the whole
story figured out the texas school developed complicated
counter examples showing that things werent as simple as the
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princeton school supposed the princeton school discounted
the examples because the texas school used limiting arguments
that made sense only in the small

then the princeton school ran up against a paradox the
5 sphere is a well known manifold that can be pieced together
from eight 5 dimensional diamonds the princeton school how-
ever discovered another important 5 dimensional space that could
be pieced together from twelve 5 dimensional diamonds the new
space satisfied all of their global prejudices by their algebraic meth-
ods the new space was indistinguishable from the 5 sphere if the
new space were a manifold it could be only the 5 sphere how-
ever geometrically it obviously was not the 5 sphere because the
only possible way it could be the 5 sphere would be that four
edges of the twelve diamonds were infinitely knotted in the
space but how can a straight edge of a flat polyhedral space be
infinitely knotted in that flat space

the princeton school was caught in a quandary either this
space was not a manifold and their algebraic methods were inade-
quate to the task of understanding manifolds or this space was a
manifold and polyhedral pieces could be infinitely knotted an
absurd idea the issue at stake was this are global methods ade-
quate to study things in the large or must one study vanishingly
small things to understand large things milnormitnorlitnor asked the incon-
ceivableceivable is it possible this space is a manifoldmanifold2424 this question
became known as the famous double suspension problem Is the
double suspension of a homology sphere a manifold

one of my very good instructors at the university of utah les
glaser soon proposed a proof showing that the space was not a
manifold 2515 the idea of the proof was really clever it used local
limiting techniques inspired by bings work unfortunately the
proof was incorrect 26 making mistakes in mathematics is so easy
everyone makes them you try to catch your own if you dont
someone else catches them for you slowly the difficulties are
understood and ironed out

my story now leaves the question of mathematical taste in the
united states during the 1960s and moves to russia the account
here is most complicated I1 leave it purposely confusing because I1

originally found it so myself
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M A stanko a young russian
mathematician decided to see whether
it is always possible to unknot an infi-
nitely knotted object that is in high
dimensional space 2717 his idea was this
look at a three dimensional slice of that
high dimensional space the part of the
space that sticks into that slice is knot-
ted in ways that we understand if we
arent too fussy we can unknot a knot-
ted set in three dimensional space by
simply cutting apart any knotting that
we see rearranging the strands so theyM A stanko stanko a

russian mathematician no longer look knotted and fusing tap-
ingprovided one of the cru them back together in an unknot-
tedcial ideas used to solve position alternatively we can think

the double suspension of one strand as being physically trans-
parentproblem 1971 courtesy to any other strand so that the

robert davermanJ strands can simply be unknotted by pull-
ing them through one another

but what are we to do with the part of the space that is all
around the three dimensional slice that we have chosen we have
to move the parts of the space in nearby slices as well and in the
nearby slices we do not have the same control that we had in
the slice that we were viewing things that werent tangled
become tangled and strands that had missed one another hit one
another it is one big mess

stanko noticed that if he were to look ahead he could pre-
pare for the problem in advance by first moving some things out
of the way in nearby slices but moving things out of the way in
nearby slices creates the same type of unknottingknottingunknittingun problem found
in the first problem but that difficulty can again be solved by look-
ing ahead and pushing things out of the way of the things that
need to be moved out of the way but this third move can be pre-
pared for by a still earlier fourth move which can be prepared for
by a stillstiff earlier fifth move and so forth that is we only have to
look ahead infinitely many steps we do these infinitely many
steps infinitely often in infinitely many carefully chosen places
and the unknotting problem is solved
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did you follow stankos argument neither did 1I 1I stared at
the critical four pages of his paperpaper28 every day for a month his
idea whatever it was seemed really important and I1 was deter-
mined to understand it and then all at once I1 saw how simple it
was trivial as they say in mathematics

stankos argument did not apply in all of the places that we
would have liked but we believed that just a little effort would
make it work every place stanko thought so and he published
another short paper to that effeeffectct 29 I1 was so convinced that it
would work in general that I1 assigned the problem to ric ancel a
graduate student however stankos argument had not been car-
ried out carefully enough ric worked unsuccessfully for a year to
extend the stanko techniques people all over the united states
set about extending his techniques all without success I1 thought
the extension should be an easy one then I1 learned that bob
daverman at tennessee had tried unsuccessfully that bob edwards
at UCLA had tried unsuccessfully and that stanko himself had
tried unsuccessfully I1 started feeling guilty an advisor is supposed
to pick solvable problems for his students

ric and I1 decided to work together on the problem it was a
hot wisconsin summer every day we would sit sweating in our
offices and push the problem around for hours at a time after one
and a half months of steady work we gave up it was too hard
we could push the difficulty to one side or the other but always it
would reappear someplace else we decided to work on some-
thing else and we got really involved in the new problem to such
a degree in fact that I1 started to dream about it one night at
200 AM my eyes suddenly popped open I1 sat up in bed next to
ardyth I1 knew how to extend stankos techniques I1 do not know
how the answer came to me I1 couldnt sleep I1 dressed quietly and
went walking on the dark streets of madison no one was around
I1 checked the ideas for all of their consequences I1 checked for
absurdities I1 couldnt find any the picture was wonderful

earlier fixing one difficulty had created new difficulties the
solution was simple push one point but in the push dont disturb
any of the points neighbors and dont tear it way from its neigh-
bors yes its a simple solution the only problem is that it is
impossible to do if you dont allow tearing then moving one
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point will inevitably move neighboring points such an action is
simply impossible unless the point is a really big point but points
have size zero now the real nature of the solution was this
decide which points needed to be moved increase the size of each
point that had to be moved by expanding it into a ball or disk
then keeping the boundary of the disk fixed so as to not disturb
surrounding points move the inside of the disk carry out this
process for all of the infinitely many points that had to be moved
after this had been done so as to untie all of the infinitely many
knots shrink all of the expanded points back down to real points
the process was exactly the stanko process except that each step
had now been fractured into three substepssubsteps each of which could
be performed in a completely controlled way that did not create
new difficulties the next morning I1 showed ric the idea it was
technically difficult to carry out and it took him a full year of fur-
ther work to write his thesis 30

bob edwards also worked on the stanko problem he had
grown up on long island and studied at the university of michi-
gan he has served for many years as a mathematical ambassador
in geometry and topology taking the news around and helping
other people with ideas after spending months on the stanko
work he found that stankos argument could be used to under-
stand the exact form of infinite knotting in high dimensions bob
had the great idea of applying this picture of knotting to the dou-
ble suspension problem he found that if one looked sideways
and skeewompus at the four critical edges of the diamonds mak-
ing up the new space they looked a lot like an infinitely knotted
set he could show he said that many double suspensions were
in fact manifolds

this was an exciting time bobs result was incredible he had
spent the previous two years traveling all over the united states
picking up the techniques he needed for this problem my student
david wright had shown me some of bobs techniques but there
were difficulties we had no written version of what he had done
we had no idea how he proceeded he was writing some master
work on the thing but he couldnt prove the general theorem asso-
ciated with the milnor double suspension problem he also couldnt
handle some of the most common examples I1 had understood
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stankos work too and I1

thought he must use that
stanko seemed to give such
a clear view of what must be
happening that I1 believed
bob could finish the problem

K if he could do one example
things were becoming clearer
and clearer to me but I1 need-
ed one more idea I1 avoided
working hard on the prob-
lem however for almost two
years because I1 was sure that
bob would finish it off any
day we finally invited bob to

alexander hornedhomed sphere
visit us at the university of
wisconsin and he outlined

his insight for us in high dimensional spaces all infinite knotting
could be traced to ghostly approximations of high dimensional
objects called alexander horned spheres bob didnt actually
find these horned spheres but he found something enough like
them that he could usually unknot all of the problems

bob left and I1 thought and thought I1 knew what to look for
now I1 would never have believed that bob would find something
so explicit but when I1 looked carefully I1 found not just ghostly
approximations of these hornedhomed spheres but the horned spheres
themselves I1 was amazed the construction of these spheres could
be based on a crazy infinite construction reach a hand toward the
infinite knotting As the knotting becomes more tightly bound and
things get too constricted split the fingers into multiple tiny fin-
gers when things get even more constricted split the tiny fingers
into still tinier fingers ad infinitum russ mcmillan called the
hands with multiple fingers the grope ric ancel sent a picture
and quotation from einstein how do I1 work asked einstein

I11I grope in the limit in the end the fingertips nestle onto the
knotted structure thicken the groping hands the result is a knot-
ted horned sphere now it is time for the old exploding point
trick explode all of the infinitely many fingertips the knotting
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disappears like magic analyze what has happened and the proof
is finished the solution sounds easier than it was I1 couldnt
believe how pretty the picture was I1 sat for most of a day just star-
ing at the pictures

the new results led to important new conjectures incon-
ceivableceivable earlier conjecture A it is possible to decide whether a
space is a manifold by checking a short listfistbist of simple conditions
the truth of the conjecture would require the truth of two further
conjectures that I1 simply call conjectures B and C

I1 wrote to bob telling him the basic additional ideas and the
results and conjectures to which they led before I1 gave my first
public talk on my theorems bob managed to prove conjecture B

using a key idea that he learned from the doctoral thesis of one of
my students dan everett 31 dan had learned the idea from me but
only bob was able to push the argument through within a year
frank quinn had proved Conjetconjectureconjettureture C incorrectly in this unsat-
isfactoryis state conjecture C stood for a decade

last year four mathematicians from florida michigan
brazil and new york working in two pairs managed to resolve
conjecture C 3231 beautiful conjecture C is false there are infinitely
many counter examples

this story has an interesting epilogue which illustrates the
fact that the truth is often more surprising and more beautiful than
we imagined beforehand an example is joseph smiths astonish-
ment upon learning through the revelation the beautiful plan of
life recorded in doctrine and covenants 76.76 the examples found
in the refutation of conjecture C by bryant ferry mio and wein-
berger filled more than the need presented by that conjecture the
beautiful algebra developed by the princeton school had largely
mirrored in algebra the geometric properties of manifolds but
the algebraic mirror revealed disturbing gaps in the geometric
landscape where algebra suggested the probable existence of spe-
cial manifolds those special manifolds occasionally did not could
not exist the miracle of the bryant ferry mio weinberger exam-
ples of nonmanifoldsnonmanifolds constructed by the local infinite processes
of the texas school was that they exactly filled the gaps suggested
by the algebraic mirror constructed by the princeton school perhaps
these new mathematical models of space whose very existence
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brazilian washington mio with his family mio is one of the four mathe-
maticiansmaticians who determined that cannons conjecture C has many
counter examples and is therefore false 1992 courtesy washington mio

was unsuspected ten years ago are in fact as natural and as important
as manifolds themselves at the very least in a limited way they
fuse more perfectly the geometric and algebraic views of our
world and fuse more perfectly the work performed by mathemati-
cians with disparate views

human parallels or parables debt and appreciation

we turn now to people parallels or parables the people we
have been discussing have been more to me than mathematicians
they have also been friendly kind and compassionate moral and
exemplary loyal and fun and helpful and supportive when our
family was in need almost without exception they have had faiths
different from ours to us they have exemplified the best as
described by the saviors parable where people from differing
backgrounds were reconciled in a moment of need

who is my neighbor A certain man went down from jerusalem
to jericho and fell among thieves which stripped him of his rai-
ment and wounded him and departed leaving him half dead
A certain priest when he saw him passed by on the other side
and likewise a levite but a certain samaritan when he saw
him he had compassion on him and went to him and bound up his
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wounds which now of these three thinkestthinnestthinkest thou was neighbor
unto him luke 1029 36

ardyth and I1 have lived approximately twentyfivetwenty five years away from
the centers of the church we have during that time incurred a
great debt toward many kind samaritanssamaritanaSamaritans the brigham young uni-
versity community must show the same kindness and appreciation
toward the strangers in our midst that others showed us when we
were strangers As I1 talk about mathematicians as people rather
than mathematicians I1 pay tribute not only to them but also to
those who have committed their livesfivesilvesbiveshives as people of a variety of
faiths to our great cause at BYU I1 say to them we appreciate you
we need you for the excellence of your knowledge and teachings
and lives we need you for what you teach us about life and about
ourselves we need more like you we know that we do not agree
on all things but we look forward to the time when we both know
much more than we know now so that we can see eye to eye

A number of these mathematicians have taught me by exam-
ple because they and their families have survived tremendously dif-
ficult times with goodness intact lipman bers george polya and
the parents of ric and ester ancel either fled from or survived the
horrors of the nazi concentrations camps

one account states that lipman bers in 1934 as a young rad-
ical had to flee his native latvia following a fascist coup detat
four years later having just received his phd at the university of
prague he had to flee again this time because he was a jew 33133

he is well known in the mathematical community as an advocate
for human rights though having suffered the oppression of the
nazis bers studied and admired the work of a rabid nazi youth
named otto teichmullerteichmifflerweichmullerTeichtelchmullermulier who helped hound jewish mathemati-
cians at gottingeng6ttingenrottingenGottingen wrote wonderful theorems volunteered for the
russian front and was never heard from again I1 have always been
touched by berss appreciative and sensible response to teich
mimmifmiillersmifflersmufflersmiillersflers work bers quotes plutarch it does not of necessity fol-
low that if the work delights you with its grace the one who
wrought it is worthy of your esteem 03341134333434

george polya was a hungarian mathematician I1 mentioned ear-
lier famous for his work in germany during the twenties and thir-
ties jewish polya nevertheless had to flee germany for america
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during the nazi regime As he aged polya turned his great talents
to the teaching of teachers he was greatly beloved polya invited
me as a freshman to his home introduced me to his wife and
showed me his mathematical notebooks written over many years
he took time to write me a letter of encouragement during my mis-
sion in austria he encouraged me to work hard and to do a little
mathematics regularly because as he said in german he who
rests rusts

A number of mathematicians taught me by little things they
did what I1 consider important life lessons when I1 was just begin-
ning to learn the mathematics that bill thurston was studying bill
and I1 found ourselves the lone strangers at an extended mathe-
matics conference in houston I1 hardly knew the basic terminol-
ogy of the subject bill suggested a problem I1 said that I1 found the
problem really interesting and that I1 would go off and think about
it bill said oh no it would be a lot more fun to think about it
together and so we did 35

one year bob edwards my friend who worked on the
stanko problem told his department chairman 1I havent done
very well this year I1 dont think I1 deserve a raise how many of us
have that kind of integrity

additionally other mathematicians took us in and cared for us
as a family R H bing from the texas school hired us at wiscon-
sin he took our children for rides on the little train at the park
he and mary bing lent us their home for two weeks when we did-
nt have a place to stay R H took the children boating in his
speedboat and let them steer telling them not to mind what their
mom and dad said about speeding he saw that we got fellow-
ships promotions and enough money to live on he attended
covenant presbyterian church regularly but even then couldnt
leave mathematics alone his daughter gay reported seeing him
reach up to write on an imaginary blackboard during the sermon
later he reached up and erased what he had written

ed burgess was raised in rural texas and studied topology
with R L moore at the university of texas at austin ed burgess
was my doctoral advisor he took care of his students when he
decided that I1 was worth taking a chance on as a sophomore at the
university of utah he went out and scrounged up a graduate
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fellowship for me the dean called me in and explained that like
student athletes I1 had no legal obligation to stay at the university
of utah but that I1 was morally obligated to pay the fellowship back
if I1 went to another university for graduate school ardyth and I1

used those fellowship moneys to get married after five years of
writing letters to each other

mary ellen rudin36rudin3l was the first person to visit the hospital
after our child was born with downs syndrome having raised
such a child herself she wanted to encourage us when the child
died a year later she mourned with us

further some mathematicians dead long before any of us
were born taught me when I1 was still a high school student about
values and about truth for example karl friedrich gauss noted

there are problems to whose solution I1 would attach an infinitely
greater importance than to those of mathematics for example touch-
ing ethics or our relation to god or concerning our destiny and our
future but their solution liesresllesiles wholly beyond us and completely out-
side the province of science 37

my favorite quotation from henri poincare rivals even my
favorite from the book of mormon which says and if ye will lay
hold upon every good thing and condemn it not ye certainly will
be a child of christ moro 719 poincare talks about truth its
beauty the reason we love it the reason we fear it and its essential
unity we tend to separate sacred and secular truth in a way that I1

have never been able to understand I1 have always believed there is
only one truth poincare explains how the two truths if there are
indeed two cannot be separated here is the quotation

truth should not be feared for it alone is beautiful when I1 speak
here of truth assuredly I1 refer first to scientific truth but I1 also mean
moral truth I1 cannot separate them and whosoever loves the one
cannot help loving the other these two sorts of truth when discov-
ered give the same joy each when perceived beams with the same
splendor so that we must see it or close our eyes in a word I1 liken
the two truths because the same reasons make us love them and
because the same reasons make us fear them 38138311

since my childhood kind samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans have cared for my
family the following story is typical of our experiences living in
many different neighborhoods in 1947 1I was four years old the
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youngest of three small children living with mother and father in
bowling green ohio we were the only mormon family in town
my father traveled with H J heinz to south africa on an extended
trip to look into the prospects for building a new food processing
plant there my mother was expecting a fourth child while my
father was gone my mother suffered a miscarriage she lost so
much blood that the doctor abandoned her to what he termed
inevitable death while he cared for accident victims who had just
arrived at the hospital although mother did not die she was very
ill for a long time before father returned home our neighbors saw
to it that mother was nursed and we children were fed and cared
for in every way we remember those people grace schulz ruth
putnam and others with great love

these stories are my own parables because they have taught
me like the parable of the good samaritan that differences do not
have to engender fear unfortunately we occasionally have a large
streak of fear towards those who are different toward those who
disagree with us fear that they will corrupt us or cost us our
uniqueness we fear that secular truth will destroy moral truth but
how are we to serve the world if we are afraid of the world if we
are driven by fears that those we disagree with will destroy what
is unique about us I1 think that we can be unique in the best pos-
sible way only if we abandon fear and concentrate on exercising
the highest standards in our personal actions and thought

here is my personal academic creed

I1 will act with courage and not from fear fear of what others
may expect or think fear of my own inadequacies

I1 will speak freely openly publicly I1 will remember that our
knowledge of truth even revealed truth proceeds by approxima-
tion according to our ability and experience and that difficult issues
can be understood and resolved best in an atmosphere where the
evidence physical spiritual or intellectual can be freely and
openly discussed

I1 will learn from those who do not agree with me in particu-
lar I1 will not impute bad motives to those who do not agree with
me I1 will instead examine their evidence their arguments and their
conclusions and weigh each thoughtfully and carefully I1 will remem-
ber that bad feelings arise when evidence is ignored and people are
treated with disrespect and that since the experiences of individu-
als vary widely differences in point of view even momentarily awk-
ward ones need to be welcomed understood and appreciated



104.104 BYUeyubyustudiesstudies

I1 will not fear being wrong for which of us has not been
wrong I1 will instead fear being dishonest in what I1 understand or
being unwilling to change as my understanding grows I1 willwin fear
using shoddy arguments presenting weak evidence and ignoring
good evidence and hiding behind cleverness with words or behind
the incorrect use of authority I1 will not demand that others accept
my evidence and arguments but will have faith that good evidence
and valid arguments will in the long run prevail

I1 will not be embarrassed by those who do what I1 think is
wrong for they are responsible for their own actions I1 will instead try
to see the issues clearly and react to the issues directly and honestly

I1 will not presume that because I1 have authority over another
whether an employee child or student that I1 can demand their

loyalty I1 will remember that loyalty can be earned but not bought
or compelled I1 will remember that in academics as in all of life
any true influence arises not from position but from good and hon-
est work persuasion love and long suffering influence is not
something bestowed by a university or anyone else but comes
when it does from the good work of the faculty students alumni
staff and administration

postscript 1995 perhaps this creed my own attempt to
implement the principles of christs parables can serve as an ap-
proach to the treatment of differences among people ardyth and
I1 took at least ten years of married life to learn to handle our dif-
ferencesferences compassionately and gracefully I1 am now trying to learn
to handle my differences with people in the larger world

this talk is of course both mathematically and nonmathemat
icallyicalla about the perennial problem of dealing with differences
among people this fundamental and difficult problem is the real
subject of the saviors parable of the good samaritan the parable
derives its special strength or bite from the fact not that the samari-
tan was a good man but that the good man was a samaritan an out-
sider a despised and feared person a stranger religiously incorrect

this speech was written in 1993 as we watched BYU strug-
gle with the problem of differences in a self conscious way the
public dialogue exhibited at least three emotional tendencies
sometimes explicitly sometimes only implicitly whose merits in
the best tradition of the great university deserve to be publicly
examined the first tendency was to fear the strangers of other
faiths in our midst as a potential threat to our uniqueness as a
church run university the second tendency was to assume that all
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LDS scholars in our midst sharing as they do a common label did
or at least should share all of the same views the third tendency
on both sides was to evaluate difference of view as willful malice
this talk was my attempt to enter the public dialogue in the most
gentle and constructive manner I1 could muster

the key to overcoming tendency one fear of strangers is
and always has been one of inversion imagine ourselves as that
stranger in the midst because I1 lived and worked among people of
other faiths for many years this inversion was for me an easy mat-
ter the value to me of the strangers views was a tested and con-
firmed reality

tendency two judging people by their labels is a conse-
quence of ones retreat from reasoned dialogue from replacing
reason with sloganeering labeling and packaging we mormonscormons
have differences among ourselves and we will be in reality
strangers to each other until we learn to recognize and treat our
differences lovingly and respectfully the fact that any people
share common labels such as mormon or intellectual or con-
servativeservative or feminist does not confer upon them a well defined
common background experience knowledge or views

tendency three the distrust of disagreement leads to one of
the great traps of our public world the curtailment of public dia-
logue any truly important issue has many aspects and is deserving
of open respectful and passionate discussion in an atmosphere
free of fear we could do much better in this regard essayist
wendell berry warns of the possibility of forming not only an ex-
treme right and left but also an extreme middle which looks
upon all critics as traitors which equates the government with
the country loyalty to the government with patriotism 2139713939

in remembering the lesson ofofjesussjesussjenuss great parable we have
the opportunity of avoiding the traps of the extreme middle
loaded labels and fear of the other my hope is that we can add the
unique qualities of faith and inspiration to the strengths of other
great universities without throwing away other qualities as profound

J W camioncannon is professor of mathematics at brigham young university this
paper illustrated with more than a hundred slides was originally presented as
the distinguished faculty lecture at brigham young university on february 24
1993 the current text is slightly revised from the original
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of nine moons
omni 121

nine times the moon has filled with brightness 10

since he whom we have buried came among us

he was a large and brooding man 1

A man of silence scars and sorrow r

T

there was something regal fierce and weary in his manner
A warrior with a weight and shadow in his heart

that final night he spoke for hours W
even knowing that we did not understand
we listened f
his husky halting voice was full of distance
and emotion and regret
As if he were recounting legends
that needed to be uttered one last time

dying seemed as difficult a thing as he had ever done

randall L hall
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three views on
latter day saints and the jews

the following three essays deal with LDS perspectives on
the jews and israel in keeping with its main objective of publish-
ing scholarly views on LDS topics BYU studies is pleased to
assemble here three approaches to this very complex religiously
and politically sensitive subject

in the first essay grant underwood discusses steven epper
sons book on the mormonscormons and the jews a published version of
his doctoral dissertation at temple university eppersonsEppersons work
heavily influenced by broad contemporary american attitudes
toward jews tends to emphasize the independent covenantal
standing of the jews before god his book rejects the view that the
jews must eventaullyeventfullyeventaully convert to christianity in order to be accept-
able to god underwood supplies contrary evidences from early
mormon sources and takes issue with a number of points ad-
vanced by eppersonsEppersons analysis

epperson then follows by reviewing robert millet and joseph
mcconkiesMcConkies book on the call and election of the house of israel
frequently quoting from various LDS sources millet and mcconkie
chart a path for the salvation of the house of israel including the
jews that draws heavily on the concepts of the blood of israel and
coming to christ alert to anything that might in any way be seen
as antisemiticanti semitic epperson offers some sober reminders that god
loves all people and deals with his various children in their own
time and way

the differences of language and interpretation found in these
two books are due in part to certain degrees of ambivalence that
have existed in mormon teaching and rhetoric regarding the jews
from the beginning in order to explain how those strands of
thought have been emphasized or deemphasized from decade to

BBYUYU studies 3344 no 4 1994951994 95
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decade in the history of the church BYU studies invited arnold
green to write a bibliographic essay summarizing and assessing
the corpus of LDS writings about the jews his study which com-
piles in its footnotes numerous significant references on the sub-
ject shows how LDS positions have oscillated on such factors as
gods judgment against or forgiveness of the jews the relative
importancemportance or unimportance of race or lineage the relevance of
the return of the jews to israel in relation to their attitudes toward
christ and other pertinent sentiments like pistons these inter-
connected issues have risen and fallen and risen again as the work
of LDS theology has moved from era to era

people often ask what is the mormon position on the jews
or on any number of other similar topics within bounds answers
can usually be given to such questions where dispositive doc-
trines have not been propounded by the church however several
mormon views may well exist in some ways such variety may
expose an unsettled openness in meaning in other respects this
multivalence may positively reflect the richness of a living religion

when those of us on the board of editors for macmillansMacmillans
encyclopedia of mormonism were counseled by that projects
church advisors we were encouraged to be clear wherever an
issue was settled but to be open ended if it was not our objective
was not to cut off discussions in church classes or meetings but
to present information that each person might find helpful in
addressing the relevant topic

As editor of BBYUbyhYU studies my aims are the same clearly the
LDS outlook on the history and salvation of the jewish people
opens onto a wide angled landscape hopefully readers will find in
all parts of the following collection a combination of thorough
scholarship well meaning scrutiny and faithful reflection on latter
day saint interests in the temporal and eternal welfare of our jew-
ish brothers and sisters

john W welch
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the jews and their future
in early LDS doctrine

grant underwood

review of mormonscormons and jews early mormon theologies of
israel by steven epperson salt lake city signature books 1992
ix 228 ppap 10 illustrations epilogue index 189518.951895

mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand jemsjews begins by painting a backdrop of christ-
ian attitudes toward the jews and their place in prophetic history
in the next several chapters latter day saint perceptions are
sketched against this backdrop by and large the christian biases
against the jews that are outlined in the first chapter also plagued
the early latter day saints despite the reservations of early mor
mons about the apostate christian world around them their per-
ceptions of jewish people and judaism were mediated by the
canon of christian scripture and filtered through the common
opinion of joseph smiths contemporaries informed over the
centuries by anti judaic theologies and anti jewish prejudice 54
thus epperson argues that early mormonism included such ideas
as the abrogation of the former covenant with israel deicide fol-
lowed by centuries of punishing afflictions and especially the
hope that one day jews would be converted to christ and gather
to palestine

mormonscormons and jews then goes on to draw a distinction
between the views of joseph smith and other early saints a dis-
tinction which soon becomes the heart of the book and the reason
for its subtitle early mormon theologies of asraelisrael1sraelesrael the book
presents a deep theological rift in the early mormon leadership
over the issue of the jewish people 115113 on one side could
be found joseph smith orson hyde and brigham young on the
other stood oliver cowdery sidney rigdon and orson pratt

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994951994 95
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the second groups view of the jewish future is painted primarily
in the traditional christian colors but the book generally asserts
neither joseph smith orson hyde nor brigham young expected a
latter day conversion of the jews such an event would be unnec-
essary given the integrity of the jewish covenant with god

the underlying understanding of the abrahamic covenant in
this book though never clearly detailed appears to be that it was
unilateral and unconditional god initiated the covenant and
despite a history of israelite infidelities he never disowned it
thus the prophet proclaimed both the integrity of covenant
israel outside of the latter day saint church 126 and a future for
the jews that would proceed independent of any necessary con-
nection to the church of christ 132

the sum of smiths contribution argues mormonscormons and
jews was the creation of an independent christian theology
of israel which affirmed the autonomy integrity and continuity of
covenant israel embodied in the life and witness of the jewish
people viii autonomy integrity continuity and independence
are the books buzzwords they are constantly mobilized to dem-
onstrateonstrate that far from being the sole repository of divine authority
and the fulnessfalness of truth the mormonscormons are merely another cov-
enant community that had been convoked from the nations to
help lay the foundations of the coming messianic millennial age
202 since gods relationship with the jews had remained basi-

cally intact through the ages the restoration meant that now there
would be two communities of covenant to labor independently
yet harmoniously to bring us into the house of our father with its
eternally pluralistic arrangement into societies and communities
in the age to come 202

this portrait of the jews and eschatology will strike many
mormon readers as unusual particularly the notion that joseph
smith and brigham young rejected a future jewish conversion
how then is such an interpretation derived it begins with a novel
reading of scripture the book of mormon has commonly been read
to affirm that israels restoration will be both temporal and spiri-
tual yet the mormonscormons andrewsandjewsandtewsjewstems continues the book ofmormon
repeatedly asserts that israels restoration depends on realizing the
territorial terms of the covenant not in its conversion to or identity
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with the church 30 A few pages later epperson declares the
conversion of the jewish people to the church is never mentioned
nor advocated in the book of mormon 363 most mormon readers
will find such statements puzzling in light of such passages as this

he has spoken unto the jews by the mouth of his holy prophets
even from the beginning down from generation to generation
until the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church
and fold of god when they shall be gathered home to the lands
of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of
promise 2 ne 92

most IDSLDS commentators have been consistent in expecting
the eventual conversion of the jews and in associating it with the
second coming of christ and the millennium the question has
been not whether the jews will believe but when they will
believe the way nineteenth century mormonscormons framed the debate
was would the jews gather in belief or in unbelief the idea that
the jewish religious system or any other for that matter had
salvific validity equal to that of the restored gospel and its ordi-
nances was one that never entered the minds of the early mor
mons As parley PR pratt stated A man must be very inconsistent
to come with a message from god and then tell the people that
they can be saved just as well without as with it 1

in truth joseph smith rarely commented on the conversion
of the jews but this shortage should not be taken as evidence that
he did not believe in it especially since he nowhere explicitly
rejected the idea even when comment is made the differences in
the prevailing language usages between latter day saints then and
now should not be overlooked for instance joseph smith almost
never used the word convert or its cognates except when talking
about converts to other churches as if its frequent use by evan-
gelical christianity tainted the word for him 2 other modern
mormon expressions used to describe conversion joining or be-
coming a member of the church are also noticeably absent
however expressions like received our testimony or embraced
the truth abound these were the common LDSIDSins parlance of the day
thus while contemporary records contain virtually no comments
about the jews converting to or joining the church the same
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holds true for every other group the absence of such statements
therefore says nothing particular about joseph smiths beliefs with
respect to the jews

much of eppersonsEppersons argument that the smith hyde young
school of mormonism rejected the conversion of the jews and
instead respected them as an equally legitimate sister religion is
based on LDS statements repudiating contemporary christian mis-
sions to the jews mormonscormons and jews however misreads the
nature of that rejection in the first place what joseph smith and
the rest of the saints were criticizing was not the idea of jewish
conversion itself but the fact that the christian missionaries who
presumed to undertake it had no legitimate authority this point
becomes clear when one looks for example at the prophets full
editorial comments portions of which epperson claims repudi-
ated jewish missions 103 josephs comments point out the ludi-
crousnesscrousness of an unauthorized christian missionary trying to damn
a jewish rabbi for not believing him in portions not quoted in
mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand jemsjews joseph smith chides that at least the rabbi
had been set apart by the laws and ordinances of moses how-
ever the london society had never been acknowledged by
either moses or christ nor the missionary set apart nor sent
by either that he was not trying to validate contemporary juda-
ism as a religious system whose integrity and legitimacy had con-
tinued unbroken is made clear by his addition of the crucial
qualifier yet the laws and ordinances of moses are abrogated ini

christ the message of the london society missionary was ridicu-
lous enough on its own terms the real problem however was
that he was not gods representative the prophet concludes his
editorial comments by remarking if the above named gentleman
had been sent by god instead of by the london society he would
have known his business better 5131135533

one of the best evidences that joseph smith affirmed the
need for jews to embrace the gospel is the account of his prayer
on behalf of his hebrew teacher joshua seixas this episode is

mentioned briefly in mormonscormons and jews 88 but the primary
source account contains unambiguous statements that clarify
josephs perspective the prophet and his associates prayed that
as seixas was their teacher in hebrew they may become his
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teachers in the things of salvation that he may come forth and
be baptized into the church of christ and that his soul may be
saved they further petitioned that the holy spirit would cause
his family to embrace the fulnessfalness of the gospel that they may be
saved with him 4 nothing here indicates that the salvation of the
jews was independent of the church and its ordinances

the other reason joseph smith and his associates rejected
contemporary missions to the jews was that the whole enterprise
disregarded the prophetic timetable for as well as the predicted
manner of jewish conversion W W phelps used words from a
philadelphia religious periodical entitled the reformer to explain
that the lord and not man will have the glory of bringing about
this event and all the efforts and undertakings of men to accom-
plish it will prove unavalingunavailingunavaling sic as heretofore has been the case
down to the present time phelps then quoted from psalm 1103
thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power this phelps

explained would be when christ comes in the clouds of hea-
ven then the jews will be ready and willing to receive the mes-
siah 3151153255 commenting on this same psalm joseph smith wrote

for there was another day limited in david which was the day of
his power and then his people isreal sic should be a willing peo-
ple and he would write his laws in their hearts and print them in
their thoughts their sins and their eniquitiesiniquities sic he would remem-
ber 6no more

such an eschatology coincides well with reflection on zech-
ariah 12 14 and revelation 11 which place jewish conversion in
the wake of the second coming As mormonscormons have interpreted
these prophecies the jews would gather to their homeland be
besieged by gentile hordes and at the crucial moment in the bat-
tle of armageddon be delivered by a messiah whom they would
not recognize until he showed them the wounds in his hands and
feet any uncertainty in interpreting the identity of this deliverer is
swept away in the words of modern revelation then shall the
jews look upon me and say what are these wounds in thine hands
and in thy feet then shall they know that I1 am the lord then
shall they weep because of their iniquities then shall they lament
because they persecuted their king dacd&c 4551 53
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the idea thatjehovahthat jehovah would personally participate in the
conversion of his ancient people is probably the biggest factor in
understanding why the mormonscormons stillstiffstinn have rarely mounted any
missionary effort among the jews the mormonscormons have not seen
themselves at least not prior to the second coming as principal
actors in this drama however this fact should not be taken to
mean they did not expect a conversion to take place at some time
thus it is not as remarkable as mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems suggests that
a church as mission oriented as was smiths was so reticent to
carry out a jewish mission 37

toward its end the book also includes several quotes from
brigham young that seem to align him with the rejection of the
idea ofjewish conversion yet reading these quotations in context
provides a different view brigham young was developing the idea
articulated but not elaborated by joseph smith that there would
be adherents to other religions includingjewsincluding jews on the earth dur-
ing the millennium young was also a realist in terms of his assess-
ment of human conduct in a world where

evry soul is free
to choose his life and what henhellherheliheii be
for this eternal truth is givngian
that god willwih force no man to heavnhearn 7

to say that not everyone will embrace the gospel in the millen-
nium or even that there will be members of other faiths through-
out all eternity is not objectionable that there will be those who
on earth were jews or muslims or presbyteriansPresbyterians who in some way
will wish to retain that identity in eternity is a scenario provided
for in doctrine and covenants 76 but to imply that such individu-
als will enjoy gods full presence on any basis other than accep-
tance of the plan of salvation is something that no church leader
including brigham young ever taught

thus mormonscormons and jews is guilty of a non sequitur after
showing that young believed in a pluralistic afterlife a common
mormon beliefbellef it concludes contrary to fervent expectations of
many young taught the saints that membership in the church was
not the inexorable universal goal of humankind 200 of course
the goal and desire of the saints has been to see all of gods chil-
dren accept the plan of full salvation and follow it but the reality
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for the very reasons of agency which the book notes willwinwili always
fall short of that objective

in pursuit of this goal orson hyde the third member of the
books anticonversionistconversionistanti trio went on a mission to jerusalem
according to mormonscormons and jews hyde did not proselytize or
teach against jewish learning and worship rather he was sent to
convey words of comfort forgiveness and blessing from the

lord and to call them jews to gather to the holy land vii
nowhere was christian conversion or baptism attached to this
message of reconciliation 150 yet referring to orson hyde the
prophet wrote to the twelve in england saying

he requested to know in his letter if converted jews are to go to
jerusalem or to come to zion I1 therefore wish you to inform him
that converted jews must come here if elder hydes & pages testi-
mony to the jews at jerusalem should be received then they may
know that the set time hath come I1 will write more particular
instructions to them afterwards 8

if neither the prophet nor hyde envisioned that hyde would
preach the gospel to jews along the way to jerusalem why this
exchange and if the prophet did not intend hyde to announce in
jerusalem the latter day restoration why did the prophet say that a
favorable jewish response there would indicate that the time of
isaiahsisaialsIsaiahs prophecy was at hand

that hydes 1841 dedicatory prayer focused on the physical
rather than the spiritual return of the jews is consistent with the
saints prophetic timetable however hyde did share the gospel
with individuals as he had opportunity in fact he records at some
length his attempt in jerusalem to convert a very respectable
jew by the name of mr simons after some considerable con-
versation upon the priesthood and the renewal of the covencovenantantyantl
reported hyde 1I called upon him to repent and be baptisedbaptizedbaptised the
invitation was vigorously resisted because simons felt he had
already achieved his salvation by becoming an anglican this ex-
perienceperience led hyde to report there is more hope of those jews
receiving the fullness of the gospel whose minds have never been
poisoned by the bane of modern sectarianism 9

if hyde felt the jews either then or later had no need fogforfor the
gospel because a preexisting covenant would save them such
efforts and expressions would be unintelligible so would his hope
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that one day israels banner sanctified by a saviors blood shall
float on the walls of old jerusalem and the mountains and vallies
sic of judea reverberate with their songs of praise and thanks-

giving to the lamb that was slain equally incoherent would be his
dedicatory plea that the lords kindness would conquer and sub-
due the unbelief of thy people do thou take from them their stony
heart and give them a heart of flesh 10

such expressions also make clear that hyde did not accord
redemptive parity to the ancient jewish covenant nor see in jew-
ish history an unbroken covenantal relationship with god or if he
did he later changed his mind in one of the very few instances in
which hyde discussed the jews during his postmissionpostmission life he cer-
tainly did not seem to be stressing the continuity and integrity
of the jewish covenant

the natural seed of abraham rejected the offers of mercy and it was
said of them reprobate silver shall men call them because the
lord hath rejected them jer 6301630650 again paul says for he is not
a jew which is one outwardly neither is that circumcision which
is outward in the flesh rom 228 their true line of connection
with abraham was broken because of unbelief and heaven
regarded it no more

if the case for parallel LDS and jewish paths to salvation can-
not therefore be made historically how about theoretically since
mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand jemsjews appears to be the first instance in which the
two covenant approach to christian jewish relations has been
superimposed on mormon theological commentary it willwin strike
many LDS readers as novel actually the christian version is a
notion that has been proposed off and on over the years the book
makes no reference to this fact in either the text or the notes per-
haps because the author is unaware of it but the theory is not an
original one

in the aftermath of the holocaust some christians began to
reexamine their teachings about christ covenant and election in
relationship to judaism portions of the vatican II11 decree nostra
aetateacetate redefined roman catholic doctrine on judaism and the
jews by rejecting the notion that the jews should be viewed as
accursed or rejected of god and by affirming the bond which ties the
people of the new covenant to abrahams stock various protestant
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communionscommunions evangelical lutheran anglican methodist united
churches of christ and others similarly adopted more ecumeni-
cal stances the upshot was that for certain christians judaism was
no longer held to be a dead religion superseded by christianity but
was considered a valid covenant between god and holy israel 12

the views in mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems closely resemble the two
peoplestwopeoples two purposes theology ofjohn nelson darbysdalbys dispensa
tionalism 1311 especially as articulated in the popular scofield bible
dispensationalismdispensationalism has long been the eschatology of choice in cer-
tain sectors of modern evangelicalism the particular theological
twists and turns of darbyite dispensationalismdispensationalism are beyond the
scope of this review and important tactical differences exist
between the authors view and that of scofield evangelicalsevangelicals how-
ever the common denominator is that redemption is dualistic
god works out one salvific purpose for the christians and another
for the jews each people has its own distinctive future and both
eventually receive gods full favor for dispensationalists heaven
will be the millennial and eternal home for christians while the
jews will reside and reign on earth over unregenerate gentiles
in its discussion of eschatological pluralism mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems
is vague about how social and spiritual distinctions will be per-
petuatedpetuated into eternity but the book posits that mormonscormons and jews
would cohabit the millennial earth as independent autonomous
covenant communities with no organic relation to each other

this application of the two covenant theory to mormon the-
ology however does not remove the thorny problems that have
pricked christian proponents of this notion in what sense for
instance can it be said that christ fulfilled the torah or that there
is no salvation in any other acts 412 or what is meant by the
integrity of judaism and the continuity of its covenant over a

period of more than three thousand years As jewish scholar jacob
neusner remarked recently late antiquitys judaism was excep-
tionallytionally rich and complex so that the data scarcely sustain the
premise of a single uniform coherent normative jewish religion
much less the cumulative and linear history of such a religion 14

rabbinic judaism the primary influence on modern judaism
did not take final shape for several centuries after christ Is the tal-
mud on the same footing with the torah exactly what part of the
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talmudic tradition or its derivative halakic15halakic15 heritage represents
11 continuity with the covenant made with abraham which part
of it will continue autonomously into the millennium and be-
yond what about the sizeable number of modern jews who have
no wish to be observant or to live the orthodox rules will they
11 convert to halakic holiness in the future if so how what about
those who have no desire to make aliyahaliyah66 what will motivate
them to change especially if the key characteristic of the millen-
nium according to eppersonsEppersons view will be the peaceful coexis-
tence of different ethnic and religious groups

additional problems arise by overlaying this theory on mor-
monism unlike two covenant christians for whom the jews con-
stitute the sum total of contemporary israel latter day saints
believe that the israelite commonwealth also includes descendants
ofoflehilehilehl among the american indians these too are a remnant of
jacob who have just as legitimate an israelite pedigree as any old
world jew while LDS literature leaves some ambiguity concerning
the jews it is clear about the american indians from the first offi-
cial mission in mormon history mormonscormons have understood that
american indians need to repent and be baptized if the spiritual
destiny of indian israel depends on their acceptance of the gospel
why not jewish israel how is this inconsistency explained where
is the logic in claiming that one part of israel will be redeemed
through the old covenant while another portion of israel must
accept the new

such questions will no doubt occur to readers of mormonscormons
andrewsandjewsand jemsjews however the book seems to focus more on delivering
the jews from any future theological liturgical or ecclesiological
oneness with the latter day saints than on addressing the impli-
cations of these ideas or ironing out the inconsistencies they
promote the failure to acknowledge let alone address the weak-
nesses in this theory allows the impression that the book is pri-
marily seeking to give mormonism a theological face lift to fit
modemmodern pluralist sensibilities and please jewish friends

the fundamental problem with the book however is the way
sources are handled ambiguous statements are almost always
interpreted to favor difference between the smith hyde young
view and the others however since no compelling evidence to
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the contrary exists such statements could be interpreted just as
readily as support for similarity clear evidence of similarity is occa-
sionallysionally presented but then promptly explained away most trou-
bling is the method of excerptingexcerpting sources As an example the
book describes parley P pratt as saying that the sign of the end of
jewish affliction would be the establishment of a jewish national
polity a national form of government a national priesthood
a national house of worship 192 had pratt actually made such a
prediction it would greatly strengthen the books argument about
an autonomous israel whose religious system represented a
divinely sanctioned alternative for the jews unfortunately the full
quotation from pratt reveals something quite different it is said
in the history written by josephus that one million and a half of
jews perished in that siege that is in that one city in putting an
end to a national polity a national corrupted form of government
a national priesthood a national house of worship 71711717 pratt was
actually speaking of how such a society came to an end in the first
century not how it would be established in the latter days that
this is no inadvertent misreading is revealed by the fact that in the
book the adjective corrupted in front of government is cut out
to advance the desired reading

while this is a particularly pointed example of textual abuse
the procrustean effort to shape the source to fit the theoretical bed
is a constant throughout the book sometimes this effort results in
unfortunate gaffes at one point the book attempts to distinguish
the tone and substance of joseph smiths coverage of the jews
while he served as editor of the times and seasons from the atti-
tudes both of his predecessors and successors 97 104 the first
piece of evidence is a discussion of an alleged marked change in
the february 15 1842 edition of the times and seasons the first
one bearing the name of the prophet as editor however joseph
smith did not actually produce that issue two issues later former
editor ebenezer robinson published an explanation stating that at
the time of the transition it was not fully decided whether presi-
dent smith should take the responsibility of editor or not there-
fore that paper went to press without his personal inspection
referring to an item in the issue robinson remarked the first
time prest smith or myself saw the article was after the papers
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had been struck off 18 whatever differences may exist in the issue
they cannot be attributed to a rift between joseph smith and
his associates

T V

another example of how lack of careful consideration of
sources undermines the books arguments is the use of what is
taken to be an entry from joseph smiths journal the prophet
quotes verbatim a letter from a jewish father to his son who had
converted to christianity in mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems the letters intro-
ductorysr comments are considered to be significant evidence of
joseph smiths distinctive approach to the jews 96 97 but again
the prophet is not the author after his death portions of josephs
journal were fleshed out were published serially in the deseret
news and later became the history of the church the problem
is that epperson quotes the published history of the church as his
source whereas joseph smiths journal as reproduced in either the
jessee or faulring edition contains no such words in fact no entry
exists for the date listed once again such evidence is no evidence
at all and the arguments based on it are invalid

most authors make some mistakes in handling their sources
but the problem is pervasive enough in mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems that
readers should proceed with caution throughout the casual reader
should be aware that often the argument is driven more by asser-
tion than by evidence that sometimes the evidence is no evi-
dence at all and that the authors approach to sources tends to be
eisegetical rather than exegetical no clear and compelling evi-
dence has been discovered that joseph smith orson hyde or
brigham young ever espoused anything close to what the book
claims they did the book does not present a single statement from
these leaders which unambiguously proclaims the unbroken
integrity and autonomy of the jewish covenant despite the
prophets willingness to correct associates on errant points of doc-
trine the deep rift theory is not supported by a single instance
in which joseph smith explicitly rejected something a colleague
said about the jews moreover mormonscormons and jews shows no
incontrovertible proof that a latter day saint leader ever exempted
the jews from ultimately accepting the gospel of jesus christ in
order to receive full salvation in short the book works to con-
struct a dichotomy that the documents simply do not sustain
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but if the books overall thesis cannot withstand scrutiny a
number of worthwhile points are nonetheless made along the way
most helpful is the way it sensitizessensitivessensi tizes readers to residual anti jewish
sentiment in LDS expression many mormonscormons have never paused
to examine the social implications of their theology to the degree
that latter day saints become more sensitive in their interactions
with jews after reading mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems the book makes a real
contribution without accepting its redemptive dualism one can
still find in this book fresh and respectful ways of thinking and
speaking about jews and jewish history here the author seems to
have been positively influenced by the post holocaust literature on
christian jewish relations several of his mentors at temple uni-
versity including paul van buren and especially franklin littell
have contributed to this effort to disinfect christianity of its
anti jewish bias and to promote mutual respect between the two
religious traditions

ultimately though mormonscormons continue to affirm that they
stand alone as authorized caretakers of the covenants concepts
and ordinances that open the door to the highest degree of eternal
happiness and exaltation hopefully this book will help the saints
articulate their conviction with greater sensitivity and admiration
for jews for proclaim it they must

grant underwood is associate professor of religion at BYU hawaii
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A review essay

ay

some problems
with supersessionismSupersessionism
in mormon thouthoughtht

steven epperson

review of our destiny the call and election of the house of
israel by robert L millet and joseph fielding mcconkie salt lake
city bookcraft 1993 157157ppappp bibliography index 11.951195

robert millet and joseph mcconkie have undertaken the
ambitious project of explaining in 144 pages that history of his-
tories the election of and covenant with the house of israel by
the god of abraham isaac and jacob the book attempts to
chronicle the rise of israel to eminence in the premortal realm the
covenant of god with abraham the loss and restoration of
that covenant the scattering and gathering of israel covenant peo-
ple in ancient america the lost tribes and the consummation of
theindividualthe individual and collective endeavors of members of the house
of israel in the millennial age drawing heavily on the teachings of
bruce R mcconkie the authors have as their central thesis the
claim that the house of israel is a people called prepared and cho-
sen to be a light to others

the strengths of this book include discussions about the bib-
lical understanding of the intimate nature of the covenantal rela-
tionshiptionship between the lord and his people 34 37 temples as
11 sacral11sacral space 120 22 the people of covenant as a lightfightbight to the
nations 62 and the sacrament as a covenantal meal 95 96
in discussing this last topic the authors add insights into LDS cel-
ebrationsebrations of the lords supper by drawing upon the work of bibbbibli-
cal scholars informed by historicalcriticalhistorical critical methodologies

this book however can be rather difficult fare due to a
priestly writing style and some verbatim redundancies 2 dogmatic

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994 95
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assertions 3 and insider debates about mormon esoterica 41 the text
frequently appeals to the fears of those readersreaders55 who are con-
cerned that church members may fall prey to would be leaders
91 unstable views 99 and other aspects of the apostasy 13

and concludes that the gentile nations and sadly many latter
day saints sin against the fulnessfalness of the gospel and reject its bless-
ings 86 without factual support the effects of this style of
argument are coercion of assent by stigmatization and diversion
of the readers attention from the avowed purposes of the book

at first glance the principal assertions of our destiny appear
consistent with certain traditional LDS concepts of election
covenant dispensations and religious identity closer examina-
tion however reveals flaws in interpretation argumentation and
use of historical sources A negative view of the jews and a distinct
chauvinism mar the pages of our destiny readers should ask
what the effects would be on both mormon thought and church
practice if these attitudes were to prevail

speculative interpretation of scripture

the book uses a number of scriptures in ways that can be
supported only by tendentious readings or by appeals to private
noncanonical interpretations for example colossians 15 is cited
as proof that gospel principles were taught to us and understood
by us long before we were born 22 but colossians 15 is part of
pauls greeting to the christian community in colossaecolossalColossae the com
munitysmunitys faith in christ and love for all the saints col 14
are the causes for the apostles praise not virtues acquired in pre-
mortal life or reserved for the saints in the life to come

our destiny often employs an esoteric interpretive proce-
dure to explicate scriptural texts and make authoritative pro-
nouncementsnouncements for example the book claims without canonical
justification that the lord called abraham to leave ur that the
bloodline may be kept pure 44 this claim does not conform
with the accounts in genesis and in abraham 26 which say

nothing about bloodline similarly there is no evidence for the
claims that ephraimitesEphraimites are to be found on the frontier of move-
ments that bring freedom 48 and that abraham was baptized
and given the priesthood before receiving the covenant of
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circumcision and promise 4543 44 although this point can be
supported by a presentist logic no passage in the standard
works states that this was so our destiny introduces many inter-
esting ideas but sometimes at the expense of caution 6

finally the book uses noncanonical oral tradition and certain
apocryphal literature to substantiate its preoccupation with con-
sanguineous marriage and priesthood authority for example the
book conjectures that asenath whom joseph married in egypt
was a shemite princess descended from hyksos invaders of
egypt and thus fit breeding stock for an israelite 45 but there is
no evidence that asenath was of hyksos descent or that the
hyksos were an ethnically pure semitic group 7 rather her name
means belonging to or the servant of the goddess neith 8 the
underlying message here is that race lineage and intermarriage
were not determinative factors for the prophetic or priesthood
authority of either joseph or josephs posterity asenath embraced
the faith of her husband conversion not racial consanguinity
was the essential ingredient in this story

although these are sometimes minor problems they surface
throughout the book and thus erode its credibility contextual and
contradictory evidence is occasionally disallowed or simply set
aside while speculative tales claim heroic deeds for putative
israelites and questionable views proliferate about privileged blood

standing behind these problems lies a difficult methodologi-
cal task for latter day saint scholars namely articulating the pur-
pose and status of a written canon of scripture and its relationships
to pronouncements of living prophets in addition this written
canon of scripture must be compared to statements by other gen-
eral authorities to the influence of the spirit of revelation to
details in noncanonical texts to the implications of logic and
to other such factors such issues are not addressed in our des-
tiny an unexamined method of interpretation if it appeals ulti-
mately to any extracanonical written authority or wrests selected
passages of scripture from their contextual base and then reads
them against a more overt historical or literal sense of written
scripture can contribute to an erosion of the readers confidence
in the standard measure of scripture and can lead to a proliferation
of private noncanonical and idiosyncratic readings
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A negative view of the jewish people and of judaism

while this book includes some positive statements about the
jews overall it tends to present a negative judgment about the sta-
tus ofjews as a covenant people and about jewish religious expe-
rience during the past two thousand years our destiny portrays
the jews at the time of jesus as being preoccupied with lineage
26 27 and land 72 108 126 resenting and snubbing gentiles
26 rejecting the gospel and forsaking the abrahamic covenant

they were lost as to their identity as covenant representatives
and have since been scattered for apostasy 67 the book claims
that the jewish people became as the world and the lord then
11 allowed israel to suffer 109 exiled and scattered upon the
face of the earth they were no longer truly the seed of abraham
27 yet paradoxically they symbolized all the house of israel
67 formed false churches and substituted rabbis for
prophets and traditions for scripture 109

most jews according to our destiny have mistakenly
believed there is something spiritual redemptive or scriptural
about their political gathering to and creation of the state of
israel 72 7573 quoting bruce R mcconkie actually the book
asserts title to covenant 89 land 127 and hence the rights to
abrahamic lineage will be restored to the jewish people only
when they join the church 98 indeed the book claims that
the jews will enlist with those who have not been obliterated
at the time of the lords second coming to constitute the universal
church in the millennial age that time when every living soul on
earth will belong to the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 134 quoting bruce R mcconkie

this list of negative judgments about jews and judaism runs
consistently through the pages of our destiny in effect the book
is strongly aligned with a tradition articulated by some early
church leaders sidney rigdon oliver cowdery and others
who viewed the relationship between mormonscormons and jews in the
classic terms of traditional christian anti jewish theology this
theology established and maintained for eighteen hundred years
by the doctors of christendom purchased exclusive covenantal
status for the churches of christ at the price of displacing the jew-
ish people as heirs and witnesses of the covenant 9 according to
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this supersessionistsupersessionist doctrine that christians succeeded jews as

the lords covenant people apostate old israel had forfeited
its covenantal rights to the universal church of christ whose mem-
bers now constituted the new israel of god

from the second century down to our own this theological
triumph has been employed to justify enactment of forced con-

versions vilification of jews and judaism by rank and file chris-
tians prohibitive social and economic legislation in both canon
and civil laws establishment of ghettoesghettoes expulsions and martyr-
dom of millions of innocent people it is a shameful story 10

but supersessionismsupersessionism does not exhaust the options available to
latter day saints that the jewish people are the seed of abraham
and still heirs to the glory and the covenants and the service
of god and the promises rom 94 5 is clear from the writings of
paul rom 111 29 the mystery paul celebrates with his gentile
converts is not the displacement of the jews by the church rather
it is the adoption of gentiles into the household of israel through
the gentiles faith in christ which adoption fulfills the covenant of
god to abraham that he would be the father of many nations 11

in contrast to cowdery and rigdon other LDS leaders
including joseph smith parley PR pratt and orson hyde have seen
the jewish people as truly the seed of abraham 27 parley pratt
declared with considerable historical sense and clarity that jews
had resisted conversion and faced martyrdom because they would

not move one step to the standard that is not abrahams nor
from the everlasting covenant of their fathers 37 when orson
hyde embarked on his nonproselytizingproselytizingnon mission to the children
of abraham residing in european cities and in jerusalem he com-
municatedmunicated and met with jews and blessed the land for the return
of the jewish people words and deeds that were unprecedented
in nearly eighteen hundred years of encounters between chris-
tians and jews 12 these positive strands of LDS thought toward the
jews are conspicuously absent from the pages of our destiny evi-
dence concerning encounters between mormonscormons and jews seems
to be selected on the basis of whether it agrees with the theoreti-
cal construct of christian supersession

this underlying theory dictates that the contemporary gath-
ering to what became the state of israel by jews from around the
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world be viewed merely as a political secular nonredemptiveredemptivenon
phenomenon in fact according to the book this assembling to
the palestinian nation of israel is not the gathering of judah at

all people ofjewish ancestry are merely rehearsing a minor pre-
lude to the real gathering that is to come 72 73

however in the latter day saint tradition one learns ofjosephofjoseph

smiths invocation that from this hour march 27 183611836
the yoke of bondage be broken and the children of
judah begin to return to the lands given to abraham their
father dacdagd&c 10962 64 in addition widespread support was
given by mormonscormons to early zionist aspirations expressed in edito-
rials like the following we hope steps willwin be taken for the
full emancipation of the jews in all the civilized nations and that
something will be done leading to the future occupation and
redemption of the land prophecy points to this as one of the
certain events of the latter times 111313

our destiny asserts that jews have become as the world
and have forsaken the true covenant of abraham 109 however
jewish history and experience demonstrate that the terms of
covenant community identity and autonomous religious legiti-
macy continue among the jews in the covenant of circumcision
gen 1710 14 torah recitation and study daily prayer celebra-

tion of covenant festivals observation of divinely sanctioned moral
and liturgical duties eighteen hundred years of spiritual and intel-
lectual reflection on the covenant the martyrdom of millions for
the sanctification of gods name kiddush hashemha shem and the
recitation by tens of millions every day for four thousand years of
hear 0 israel the lord our god is one lord and thou shalt love

the lord thy god with all thine heart and with all thy soul and
with all thy might beutdeut 64 6 14

even the teachings of our own tradition acknowledge the
facts of israels covenantal witness in reference to this joseph
smith spurned theoretical abstractions of traditional christian anti
judaism and affirmed that the jewish people inculcate attendance
on divine worship and manifest to any disinterested reader true
piety real religion and acts of devotion to god 11515 george A smith
having returned from palestine in 1873 asserted that the jewish
people still maintain their identity as the seed of abraham
they are a living record of the truth of the revelations of god 31671616



some problems mithwith Supersessionsupersessionismism 131

since the jewish people are still of the seed of abraham lineage
and returning to the lands of their inheritance are not contingent
upon their joining the LDS church 98 jews have no reason to
seek for nor wait upon our permission to be what they are in fact

finally our destiny concludes that the jews must join the
church or be destroyed with the unrighteous 131 34 while
several LDS writers have agreed with this strand of christian apoc-
alypticism brigham young on three occasions corrected erro-
neous expectations that all the inhabitants of the earth will join
the church in the millennium by calling those who held these
false mistaken 31711717 the andhopes egregiously reflecting on mystery
splendor of natural and human diversity as well as on the law of
free agency brigham young said that jews and gentiles will not
be obliged to belong to the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints neither in the millennial nor distant ages to come 18

in other words members of the church have an alternative
to supersessionismSupersessionism paul celebrated the adoption of the gentiles
into the covenant household of abraham through faith in christ
without at the same time displacing the jews mormon prophets
and apostles have placed emphasis on the living witness of
covenant israel including the jewish people hoping thereby to
learn more of the maker and the meaning of covenant in these lat-
ter days it may be well to remember the wisdom of the prophet
jacob for the people of the lord are they who wait for him for
they still wait for the coming of the messiah 2 ne 613

racial and religious chauvinism

frequently citing bruce R mcconkie and others our destiny
argues that those individuals who comprise the house of israel
were elected due to their premortal faithfulness and spiritual
capacity 17 were segregated out from their fellows 17 and
were foreordainedforeordained to come to earth through a designated chan-
nel 17 to occupy positions of lineage and station 18 in this
life and enjoy greater spiritual endowments than their fellows

19 they are born with believing blood 19 royal blood 66
which makes it easier for them to believe than it is for the gen-
erality of mankind 19 they are endowed at birth with spiritual
talents 19 and a predisposition to receive the truth 66
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in addition the authors contend that since literal blood
descent from abraham delivers the right to the gospel the
priesthood and the glories of eternal life 143 rights by blood
descent are crucial for the exercise of legitimate authority to estab-
lish and maintain the church 5522 5555 they claim that such author-
ity is rooted securely since the churchechurchs early leaders were all of
one stock 53 sharing with joseph smith a pure blood strain
from ephraim 54 quoting utah genealogical and historical
magazine they are pure blooded israeliteisraelites s 86 this teach-
ing they assert is to be taken literally 52 it is neither myth nor
metaphor 143 one is left wondering however what this doc-
trine amounts to today for the book also says nor should those
who are not directly descended from israel who join the church
feel in any way less than chosen 143 italics added perhaps
clearer definitions of what is meant by the idea of a covenant or
chosen people 2 italics added would make the books position
less ambiguous

while recognizing that modernmodem people may see this doctrine
as racist sexist or exclusivist our destiny rejects the egalitar
ian sounding views of such people on the grounds that such posi-
tions are doctrinally defenseless and even potentially hazardoushazardofazardous
18 the authors however do not grapple with the implications

of this doctrine especially in light of the momentous 1978 revela-
tion in official declaration 2 the book begins by worrying that
doctrines about royal blood and believing blood in recent

years have been untaught and ignored 1 perhaps the revela-
tion of 1978 explains that shift

moreover other factors raise further questions genetic
research shows that intensive endogamy practiced in pursuit of a
pure blood strain is biological suicide it results in deleterious
genes which introduce incidences of disease imbecility and infer-
tility otherwise checked by exogamic reproduction in any event
pure blood strains are probably a myth the distinguished jewish
historian raphael patai observed if by pure we mean uniform
then it is unlikely that pure races of man ever existed 19

from genealogical science statistics attest that the entire
human family is lineally and genetically related most geneticists
are in agreement guy murchie has written that no human can
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be less closely related to any other human than approximately
fiftieth cousin and most of us are a lot closercloser2020 it is virtually
certain murchie concluded that you that is all readers are a
direct descendant of abraham 21

this books use of william J cameron as an authority on
these issues and its reference to him as a wise man 22 is even
more troubling william cameron 1875 1955 was the editor of
henry fords dearborn independent a weekly publication whose
columns in the 1920s and 1930s contained some of the most vile
antisemitismanti semitism ever to be published in this country 22 ninety one
issues of the independent hammered away at the theme of an
international jewish conspiracy jews were blamed for every-
thing from communism to jazz immorality and short skirts 7123112323

albert lee has identified cameron as the author of most of the
antisemiticanti semitic articles 11224I1 his writings became the bible of the ger-
man anti semites including adolf hitler 2515 in 1928 cameron left
the independent to become editor of destiny the official publica-
tion of the anglo saxon federation of america well known for its
antisemitismanti semitism racism and nativism he maintained that jesus was
not a jew and the jews as we know them are not the true sons
of israel it was the anglo saxons who descended from the ten lost
tribes of israel 31211121322126 to associate even slightly with cameron is
unconscionable in the international church of jesus christ of
latter day saints 27

more meaningful and abiding criteria than race or blood exist
for citizenship in the household ofabraham isaac and jacob hap-
pily our destiny does not completely ignore these religious
dimensions unfortunately and probably unintentionally the
authors leave the distinct impression that membership based on
conversion without the benefit of believing blood is second rate
because of their heavy emphasis on bloodline

however their statements on privilege cannot be success-
fully reconciled with those concerning equality in the house of
israel in deuteronomy the prophet reminds israel that its god is

faithful and keepethkeenethkeepeth covenant and mercy with them that love
him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations
beutdeut 79 2821 paul wrote that all who have and act with faith in the
god ofabraham the same are the children ofabraham gal 37
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gentile christians former heathensathensheathershe gal 38 uncertain and
insecure about their covenantal identity because the jewish peo-
ples claim to abraham is so strong in comparison are told by the
apostle not to fear if ye are christs then are ye abrahams seed
and heirs according to the promise gal 329 the earth is the
lords he hath made of one blood all nations of men acts 1726

if we are all of one blood and virtual descendants every one
of us of father abraham then claims to lineage and station 18

nobility 48 and rights by virtue of a select blood strain 54
are at best specious and quite irrelevant in todays church Is it
possible that just when the LDS community is emerging from eth-
nic linguistic and geographical parochialism to become a world-
wide religion that our destiny would unwittingly turn us back

steven epperson is assistant professor of history brigham young university

NOTESnoyes

for example be it remembered 13 forsakes and eschews 65
komparecompare repetitions on pages 2 and 85 as well as 72 and 116

3theathethe great issue described by nephi is not translation but transmission
6 do we know that the written testimony was byjohnby john the baptist 7 did the

jews of jesus day all know that all true servants of the lord come baptizing
12 Is it true that as with the individual so also with persons and nations G155

the authors even dubiously put words into the lords mouth 26
4foriforfor example one mighty and strong 136 the authors also make fre-

quent use of passages from the joseph smith translation without explaining their
context or significance

5thesethese ad metumgetum arguments are instances of fallacies of substantive dis-
traction whose purpose is to shift attention from a reasoned argument to other
things which are irrelevant to the case at hand david hackett fischer histori-
ansansfallaciesfallacies toward a logic of historical thought new york harper and
row 1970 282306282 306

fortoreor example what does the word organized mean when abraham saw
the intelligences that were organized before the world was abr 322 or when

father in heaven organized the human family it may or may not mean the kind
of stratification that millet and mcconkie mention 16 also in this connection
they speak absolutely of everyones foreordination to lineage and family 17

but president harold B lee was more tentative these rewards were seemingly
promised 18 italics added
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7hyksoshyksosHyksos in the interpreters dictionary of the bible 4 vols nashville
abingdon 1962 2667

asenath interpreters dictionary of the bible 1247 48 see also ase-
nath in the anchor bible dictionary ed david noel freedman new york
doubleday 1992 1476 the alien status ofofasenathasenath is underlined in a text from
around the time of christ that depicts joseph as saying it is not meet that a god
fearing man should kiss a woman of a strange people who blesses dead and
unprofitable idols and eats the putrid bread of idolatry which chokes the soul
of man who drinks the libations of deceit and anoints herself with the oil of
destruction quoted in louis ginzberg the legends of thejewsrhethe tewsjewstems philadelphia
jewish publication society 1910 2172

9seeaseeee james D G dunn the partings of the ways between christianity
and judaism and their significance for the character of christianity phila-
delphia trinity press international 1991 john gager the origins of anti-
semitism attitudes towardtowardjudaismjudaism in pagan and christian antiquity new
york oxford university press 1983 david P efroymson the patristic con-
nectionnection in antisemitism and the foundations of christianity ed alan davies
new york paulist 1979 9811798 117 paul M van buren A christian theology of

the people israel pt 2 of A theologyTheologV of the jewish christian reality new
york seabury 1983 1 42 charlotte klein antijudaism in christian theol-
ogy trans edward quinn philadelphia fortress 1978 james parkes the con-
flict of the church and the synagogue A study in the origins of antisemitism
new york atheneumathenaeumAtheneum 1979 and gavin 1I langmuir history religion andantoandantiand anti-

semitism berkeley university of california press 1990
james parkes conflict of the church and the synagogue jeremy cohen

thebe friars and the jews the evolution of medieval anti judaism ithaca cor-
nell university press 1982 heiko A oberman the roots of antisemitismanti semitism in
the age of the renaissance and the reformation trans james I1 porter philadel-
phia fortress 1984 leonlibon poliakov the history efantiofantiof antisemitismanti semitism trans richard
howard new york schocken 1974 jacob katz from prejudice to destruc-
tion antisemitismanti semitism 170019331700 1933 cambridge harvard university press 1980
lucy S dawidowicz the war against the jews 1933 1945 new york holt
rinehart and winston 1975 and raul hilberg the destruction of the euro-
peanpeanjewsjemsjews chicago quadrangle 1961 new york holmes andandmeieranameiermeiermeler 1985 for
two works that demonstrate that christians did not have to acquiesce to or par-
ticipate in political economic or theological discrimination against jewish
people see philip friedman their brothers keepers new york holocaust
library 1978 and philip P halliehauiehaulehaele lest innocent blood be shed the story of the
village ofieofleofle chambon and how goodness happened there new york harper
and row 1979

lloyd gaston paul and the torah in antisemitism and the founda-
tions of christianity 487148 71 van buren christian theology of the people
israel 277 83 the supersessionistsupersessionist theology of millet and mcconkie leads them
into tendentious readings of many scriptures for example acts 1724 26
romans 96796 7 3 nephi 2114222114 22

12steven12steven epperson mormonscormons and jews early mormon theologies of
israel salt lake city signature books 1992 139 72

13 13deseretdeseret news september 10 1879 502
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robertrobertmM seltzer jewish people jewish thought the7 bejewishjewish experience
in history new york macmillan 1980 dispels the severely limited and inac-
curate picture of the jewish people and judaism offered in our destiny

15times and seasons 3 june 1 1842 810
journal of discourses 26 vols liverpool F D richards 1855 86

16103 7 220 21 hereafter cited asjdnsjdnojd
JD7jd 11275 2316 17 see also 12274

18while brigham young based this view on john 142 in my fathers
house are many mansions allowing in that house different classes of
mankind requiring a classification and an arrangement into societies and com-
munitiesmuni ties JD 11275 he did not explain the differences that may exist amidst
that variety of people in gods mansions he did however insist upon their dif-
ference distinction and duration to all eternity

19raphael patai and jennifer patai the myth of the jewish race rev ed
detroit wayne state university press 1989 16

10guyguy murchie quoted in alex shoumatoff the mountain of names new
yorker may 13 1985 60

shoumatoff the mountain of names 60
22ernest volkman A legacy of hate antisemitismanti semitism in america new

york franklin watts 1982 33
23harold E quinley and charles Y glock antisemitismanti semitism in america new

york free press 1979 168
2albertalbertaalbert lee henry ford and rhethethejewstewsjewstems new york stein and day 1980 19

15 edwin black the anti ford boycott midstream A monthly jewish
review 32 january 1986 394139 41 robert wistrich noted that the international
jew was highly praised by adolf hitler and widely distributed in german trans-
lation by the nazi party fords paper written and edited by cameron had
depicted the jews as a universally corrupting influence from liberalism
unionism and bolshevism to negro jazz music one can see why hitler once told
an american reporter 1 I regard heinrich sic ford as my inspiration standing
behind and supplying ford with his public antisemiticanti semitic discourse was william
cameron robert S wistrich antisemitism the7 be longest hatred newnewyorkyork pan-

theon 1991 118 19
16lee henry ford and the jews 88 see also james H anderson gods

covenant race from patriarchal times to the present salt lake city deseret
news 1944 288 304 307

17for more information on the racial fallacy and the historic relationship of
racism and antisemitismanti semitism in america see robert singerman the jew as racial
alien the genetic component of american antisemitismanti semitism in antisemitismanti semitism in
american history ed david A gerber urbana university of illinois press

19861031986 103 28
2forifor28for a bracing antidote for religious chauvinism see yeshayahu leibowitz

judaism human values and the jewish state ed eliezer goldman trans
eliezer goldman and others cambridge mass harvard university press 1992
1062220913106log106222220922 20913209 13
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jews in LDS thought
4 w

chroniclingChronicling the attitudes of latter day saints toward the
jews and israel illustrates a subjective use of history as

well as the objective dynamics of a living theology

arnold H green

in their basic revealed texts latter day saints encounter many
themes concerning the history and destiny of the jews genera-
tions of church officers and members have formed differing com-
binationsbi of those themes their varying formulations somewhat
reflect the trends and perceived needs of their eras thus in effect
many latter day saints have functioned as subjective revisionists or
as reductionists 1 while a few of their revisions are specific to cer-
tain eras other revisions have endured or reappeared and now
coexist in an effort to identify the main elements that have played
roles in LDS thought about the jews this essay will first discuss
revisionism and subjectivism in history and theology it will then
examine in the order in which they have appeared over time cer-
tain themes relating to the jews bibliographic information for this
body of LDS literature is given in the endnotes

revisionism and subjectivism in history and theology

reviewing the issues surrounding revisionism and subjectivism
is helpful for understanding the various themes that have been pre-
sent in latter day saint attitudes toward the jews from 18301850 to the
present revisionism is the practice of deliberately revising generally
understood ideas about history or theology subjectivism in histori-
cal studies means perceiving past situations or events in terms of
present values both practices are risky yet unavoidable and often
salutory revisionism is hazardous in that such a reinterpretive

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994 95
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exercise can attract dishonest zealotszealous some whole historical
endeavors reek of unscrupulous fanaticism perhaps the most unsa-
vory of these at present is the revisionism which denies the occur-
rence of the holocaust 2 nevertheless revisionism is relentless and
necessary as implied by carl beckers oft quoted mot that every gen-
eration rewrites history from its own perspective

this re visioning can also be beneficial events documents
and other phenomena become more fully understood after
scrutiny from various angles by historians of many eras in fact
many reputable scholars label themselves revisionists to pro-
mote what they deem are improved ways of comprehending
certain events and texts in light of neglected sources or fresh ana-
lytical approaches 3

debates about the pros and cons of revisionism in history
often pit subjectivism investigating the past from one perspective
or ones current beliefs and values against objectivism recon-
structingstruc ting the past for its own sake 4 meinecke identified these
two great tendencies in historical studies and recommended that
neither of these tendencies be pursued one sidedly755

twentieth century historians have typically employed some
subjectivism and rejected rankesbankes ideal of completely objective
scientific history they have urged historians to assess the pasts
usefulness in applying historical knowledge to humanityshumanitys pres-

ent quandaries As becker argued in 19551935 the history that liesfiesilesbies

inert in unread books does no work in the world the history that
does work in the world the history that influences the course of
history is living history6history6 subjectivists of course distinguish be-
tween living history and fiction or propaganda for instance in
the early twentieth century croce affirmed A history without
relation to the document would be an unverifiable history and
the reality of history liesfiesilesbies in this verifiability 5171177

A similar subjective objective interaction occurs in religion 8

in a latter day saint context subjectivism underlies nephis prac-
tical advice that individuals should liken the scriptures unto
themselves 9 neal A maxwell counseled make the living scrip-
tures relevant to our lives and to our times as did nephi russell M

nelson trained as a physician used curative metaphors and urged
that knowledge of history be used to uplift he cautioned that
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some truths are best left unsaid in preference to the practices
of self serving historians who grovel for truth that would
defame the dead and the defenseless 10 yet where subjectivism
endorses likening selecting and omitting for our current or per-
sonal needs objectivism cautions against wresting the scriptures
see 2 pet 316 alma 1320 dacd&c 1063 11

in both history and theology objectivism checks the subjec-
tivist temptation to treat the documentary record too selectively
thereby wresting the past by reducing it or by citing evidence out
of context this concern applies to the intent of a specific passage
otherwise the sixth commandment could be rendered thou

shalt kill and especially to the integrity of the whole contexts
complexities and subtleties for example an objectivist might
countenance on one hand the reduction of a situation that has the
elements aabcccxyyzzaabcccxyy2z to abcxyz where two AsNs are reduced
to A three Cs to C and so on on the other hand the objectivist
would protest the reduction of that event to BX yet B and X might
be precisely those aspects of the situation that some historians or
theologians would subjectively find most relevant to their day
although other subjectivists might prefer element C or the formu-
lation AYZ

the ongoing revisionism present in the exercise of history
and the tensions between subjectivism and objectivism in both his-
tory and theology are among the issues one encounters when sur-
veying the complex topic of LDS attitudes toward the jewish
people and the modernmodem state of israel

the jews in LDS thought

impressively the whole tapestry of the book of mormon con-
sists of a myriad of complex and subtle threads through the
decades sermonizerssermonizers and scholars have treated individual strands
either in isolation or in reweavings of their own design sometimes
with apparently contradictory results

scriptural foundations one may select from the tapestry
a few main strands for example

1 judgment
2 lineage
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s 1

f 3 judeophiliajudeophilia w

4 partnership
i 5 return r

a
6 conversion to christ 1l

7 universality

on the basis of the manifestations of factors such as these one
may hazard to infer the jews status according to LDS scripture

when considered in isolation one of these strands judg-
ment focuses on transgressions by the jews and their resulting
condemnation 12 for example 1 nephi 1913 14 includes such
phrases as those who are at jerusalem shall be scourgedscourgerscourged by all
people because they crucify the god of israel and they shall
wander in the flesh and perish and become a hiss and a bywordby word
and be hated among all nations 111313 although milder than the ser
monizedionized abuse by the greek and latin church fathers such lan-
guage compares in accusation and tone to new testament
passages that jewish writers have found offensive 14

in contrast the thread of the abrahamic lineage evokes
themes of divine respect and prophetic expectations leading to
the strands ofofjudeophiliajudeophiliajudeophilia esteeming the jews and an anticipated
religious partnership we find references to the jews the
covenant people of the lord and explicit cautions against hatred
of the jews ye need not any longer hiss nor spurn nor make
game of the jews nor any of the remnant of the house of israel for
behold the lord rememberethremembereth his covenant unto them 3 ne
298 15 indeed as latter day saints have identified themselves
either as literal or adopted descendants of scattered israel they
imply a future jewish mormon partnership assuming a tribes of
israel framework featuring judah and josephjoseph1616 scriptures
predict cooperation between these tribes in such areas as promul-
gating scriptures17scriptures17 and building millennial capitals 18 prophetic
expectations for the tribe of judah also include the concept of a
return to the holy land and I1 will remember the covenant which
I1 have made with my people that I1 would gather them together
in mine own due time that I1 would give unto them again the land
of their fathers for their inheritance which is the promised land of
jerusalem 3 ne 2029 19
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yet this thread of the jews return to israel frequently appears
interwoven with christs divine and messianic roles the latter day
restoration of the new testament church and its progress defined
in tribes of israel terms many passages in latter day saint scrip-
ture mentioning the jews return thus also mention the jews
christianization when they shall come to the knowledge of
their redeemer they shall be gathered together again to the lands
of their inheritance 2 ne 616 II111 20 ambiguities exist however
regarding sequence amount and timing verses like 2 nephi 611
and 2516 17 imply that the jews conversion not only precedes
their return but also serves as its precondition whereas those like
3 nephi 2029 30 imply a sequence of return followed by a
delayed conversion and final inheritance suggesting the former
order 2 nephi 307 8 hints at still a third sequence return trig-
gered by the jews begin ning to believe in christ 21

moreover a prominent related strand conveys a sense of uni-
versalityversality he deniethcenieth none that come unto him black and white
bond and free male and female and he rememberethremembereth the heathen
and all are alike unto god both jew and gentile 2 ne 2633 22

although joseph smith characterized the LDS churchschurche missionary
driven growth as the literal gathering of israel A ofoffF 10 provi-
sion is made for those not counted among the innumerable
sand grains of abrahams descendants if the gentiles shall heark-
en unto the lamb of god they shall be numbered among the
house of israel 1 I1 ne 141 2 in other words faith and faithful-
ness can israelizeisraeliteIsraelize gentiles and unfaithfulness can gentilize
israel 2 ne 302

the threads ofjudgment lineage judeophiliaJudeophilia partnership con-
version return and universality have appeared ebbed reemerged
and continue to entwine in various configurations through latter day
saint thought on the past and future ofjews and israel

1840 1880 by the mid nineteenth century reform judaism
had arisen in germany and spread to america reform judaism dis-
carded or modified some traditional beliefs and observances and
instituted others such as a belief in progressive theology secular
jewish nationalism the advocacy of a jewish nation and homeland
divorced from traditional judaism was emerging christianitysChristianitys
long tradition of trying to convert jews had new expressions
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christian zionism christian denominations encouraging the
jews return largely because it validates their own theology was
flourishing now mainly among evangelical protestants de gob
ineaubineau a french aristocrat was popularizing scientific racism
claiming the white race combined the best human traits and there-
fore was superior to and should be isolated from inferior races
pogroms were increasing in eastern europe as was the trickle of
pious european jewish emigrants to palestine 2313

reading their newly revealed scriptures in lightfight of such devel-
opmentsopments nineteenth century latter day saints articulated three
main and enduring theological positions regarding the jews sta-
tus all three positions included the ideas of judgment lineage
and return orson hyde and wilford woodruff saw the promises
made to the lineage triggering a return which would lead to con-
version parley and orson pratt urged christianization as necessary
for removing the judgment on the jewish lineage and thus permit-
ting the jews return and brigham young disassociatedassociateddis return
from the removal of judgment on lineage and from conversion
instead he associated conversion with the second coming

orson hydes 1841 prayer to dedicate and consecrate this
land the holy land for the gathering together ofofjudahsjudahs scat-
tered remnants included the themes of judgment lineage and
delayed conversion with the return to palestine receiving the focus
of attention expressed formulaicallyformulaically as judgmentlineagereturnjudgmentlineagermurn
delayed conversion with the emphasized topic capitalized while
praying to incline them to gather in upon this land and consti-
tute her people as a distinct nation and government hyde also
petitioned to let thy great kindness conquer and subdue the unbe-
lief of thy people 2414 almostahnost the same blend of return and conver-
sion exists in the twelves 1845 proclamation composed by
wilford woodruff it charges the jews among all nations to
return to jerusalem but implies impending conversion for be it
known unto them that we now hold the keys of the priesthood and
kingdom which are soon to be restored unto them 25

in contrast parley P pratts address to the jews in his 1852
proclamation emphasizes a second formula of judgmentlineagejudgment lineage

immediate conversion to the jews we would say turn from
your sins we have now shown you the door of admission into



orson hyde 1805 1878 about 1853 elder hyde who was ordained an
apostle in 1835 was called in 1840 to go to jerusalemJemsalem on the mount
of olives october 24 1841 he dedicated palestine for the return of the
jews attributed to marsena cannon courtesy LDS church archives
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the kingdom of god into which you would do well to enter
return to jerusalem is implied as a benefit of conversion As orson
pratt explained the main part of the jews will believe while
yet scattered 2126112626

A third formula of judgmentuneagereturndeiayedjudgmentlineagereturndelayed conver-
sion was articulated in 1866 by brigham young let me here say
a word to the jews he said we do not want you to believe our
doctrine if any professing to be jews do so it would prove they
were not jews A jew cannot now believe in jesus christ the
decree has gone forth from the almighty he continued that they
cannot have the benefit of the atonement until they gather to
jerusalem for they said let his blood be upon us and our chil-
dren consequently they cannot believe in him until his second
coming 3127112727 john taylor and wilford woodruff softened brigham
youngs position28position28 then all three endorsed the theme of return by
sending george A smith in 1872 to rededicate jerusalem to that
end 29 during the years 1841 to 1933 palestine was dedicated by
latter day saints seven times only for the return of the jews not for
the preaching of the gospel of jesus christ 30

1881 1920 during the four decades straddling 1900 the
jews legal status improved in north america and western europe
where assimilation seemed likely at least until the dreyfus affair
in which alfred dreyfus a jewish french officer was court

martialedmartialed for spying even after the main evidence against him was
proven to be forged meanwhile the jews condition drastically
worsened in eastern europe the great migration to the west
began and new expressions of secular and religious zionism mate-
rializedrialized these forces provoked the first two zionist aliyabs
waves ofjewishofjewish emigration to palestine and swelled the previous

trickle to a stream 31 these events particularly the obvious move-
ment of large numbers of jews to the holy land prompted addi-
tional LDS pronouncements that confirmed and expanded the
hyde pratt and young conceptions of the jews destiny

As during the years 1840 to 1880 a frequently expressed
position was hydes judgmentlineagereturndelayedjudgmentlineagermurndelayed conversion
formulation for example it appeared in the dedicatory prayers of
the manti temple 1888 and the salt lake temple 1893 offered
by lorenzo snow and wilford woodruff respectively 3231 in 1899
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star of david motif the latter day saints used a star of david motif in
the round windows over the main entrances of the assembly hall ded-
icated in 1882 the assembly hall is among the buildings on temple
square that architectuallyarchitecturally utilize symbols of the mormon faith C R sav
age 1888 courtesy LDS church archives

J M tanner contributed a flattering academic description of
zionism five years later J A sjodahl placed a positive connota-
tion on judgment persecution has been the means of preserving
their nationality then cited old testament return passages as a
prelude to identifying zionism as exceedingly important this
position was reiterated in 1917 byjamesby james E talmage the scattering
permits biblical israel to bless the nations and the prophesied
return has begun subscribers to this trend considered general
allenbysAllenbys capture of jerusalem in november 1917 to be particu-
larly significant 33

A version of brigham youngs view judgmentuneagereturnjudgmentmneagereturn
DELAYEDDMAYED conversion appeared in 1918 when E H lund enumer-
ated cases of the jews unrighteousness and hypocrisy per the old
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testament and then interpreted 2 nephi 105103103105 5 as asserting that the
jews were the only nation having the necessary mental qualities to
crucify jesus yet he observed present developments suggest that
the lord is gradually withdrawing the curse which he placed on

that land anciently although the innate skepticism and unbelief of
the jews will still possess them until the second coming 34

pratts emphasis on judgmjudgejudgmentlineageconversionreturnenthneageconversionreturn also
found new voices for example during 1901 the improvement
era addressed a readers question when the jews gather to pales-

tine will they be in a condition of belief or unbelief in jesus
christ the respondent john nicholson dismissed what he
called the complete unbelief theory and concluded doubtless
there will be a class of those who gather to palestine who will be
unbelieversbelieversun but it will probably be proportionally small nichol-
son also made a novel observation citing reform jews who pro-
posed sympathetic revisionist views of jesus he commented
these statements are evidences that the jews are beginning to

believe in christ and are therefore being prepared for complete
conversion this idea was repeated in general conference in 1902
by B H roberts and in 1918 by david 0 mckay 35

1921 1947 in 1920 the league of nations entrusted a man-
date over palestine to great britain which at first promised to
sponsor the creation of a jewish national home the great migra-
tion the relocation of over four million russian jews to the west
from the 1880s to the 1920s was accompanied by growing
judeophobiajudaeophobia in western europe and america compounded after
the 1917 russian revolution by a communist or red scare
by the late 1930s moreover britain completed its decommitrecommit
ment announcing in 1939 an intent to transfer sovereignty over
the holy land to the native arab palestinian majority during that
decade nazism arose in germany and proceeded to attack the
jews economic interests then their legal status and ultimately
the jews very existence as individuals and as a people in both ger-
many and the lands it conquered during world war 11II the third
fourth and fifth aliyahs from poland and germany swelled the
stream of immigrants to a flood 36

during this period joseph fielding smith perpetuated the
judgment on lineage formula associated with brigham young and



tewsjewsteuseus in LDS thought 147

E H lund 37 hydes formula of lineagereturndelayedhneagermurndelayed conversion
was continued by heber J grant janne sjodahl and david 0
mckay 38138311 and pratts stress on lineageconversionreturnlineageconwrsionreturn was rede-
fined by B H roberts president of the eastern states mission from
1922 to 1927 roberts noted in greater new york there are two
millions of the house ofjudah and for the last several years I1 have
been wondering how we could have the material to present to
them that would place in their hands the great message that god
has for that branch of the house of israel 113939 by 1927 roberts had
already created some material several pamphlets formulating
the LDS message especially for jews these were later consolidated
into a book entitled rasha rhetheahejewthejewjemjew A message to a11jewsallaliail jemsjews 4010

meanwhile two new emphases emerged tentatively during
this era in response to the red scare and antisemitismanti semitism heber J
grant while implying lineage partnership and return articulated
a position ofofjudeophiliajudeophiliaJudeophilia speaking at the april 1921 general con-
ference he called attention to the agitation that is going on at the
present time against the jewish people recalled orson hydes
mission cautioned let no latter day saint be guilty of taking any
part in any crusade against these people and concluded
1I believe in no other part of the world is there as good a feeling
in the hearts of mankind towards the jewish people as among the
latter day saints 41

john A widtsoeWidtsoe who visited jerusalem for another rededica-
tion of the land in 1933 befriended a prominent palestinian arab
then articulated a position of conversionreturnuniversautyconversionreturnuniversality
in his autobiography widtsoe described meeting shaykh yaqub
al bukhari who became one of our loyal friends with whom we
corresponded for years this muslim friend gave us the arab
view of the colonization of palestine widtsoe concluded it is my
personal belief that the jews will succeed in taking over palestine
fullyfolly only when they accept christ until that time bloody conflict
hate jealousy and fear will accompany the jewish efforts to colo-
nize palestine he then expressed a universalist stance

the oft asked question who are the children of abraham is wellwenweliweil
answered in light of the revealed gospel all who accept gods
plan for his children on earth and who live it are the children of
abraham those who reject the gospel forfeit the promises made
to abraham and are not children of abraham 4241
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the optimistic LDS outlook for the jews future expressed
during the 1920s transmuted into pessimism with the onset ofworld
war 11II attempts were made to understand events in traditional
terms for instance melvin J ballard depicted hitler as an instru-
ment in the hands of god to drive europesEuropes jews back to palestine

and charles A callis interpreted nazismsNazisms threat against jews as a falful-
fillmentfillment of zechariahsZechariahs prophecy 43 such efforts underscored latter
day saints interest in developments among jews primarily as
evidence that would validate their own current views or dogmas 44

194811948 1979 by the time the modern state of israel was cre-
ated in 1948 the cold war had started until stalins death 1953
and the suez crisis 1955 56 the USSR supported israel as did the
united states but thereafter the arab israeli conflict coincided
more or less with the global east west conflict As antireligion
became orthodoxy in the east bloc and received constitutional
protection in the west many faiths acted to mitigate ancient ani
mositiesmasitiesmosities between themselves to permit cooperation in maintaining
common spiritual beliefs and values thus an ecumenical dialogue
began not yet participating in that process directly the LDS

church nevertheless grew beyond its traditional base in the west-
ern united states becoming more global and interacting with peo-
ples in africa and asia as well as in europe and the americas 45

these were among the factors that further shaped the attitudes of
latter day saints toward the jewish people and the state of israel

orson hydes emphasis on the return of the jews expressed
itself in some LDS officials welcoming the creation of israel as a ful-
fillmentfillment of prophecy in 1950 ezra taft benson asserted in fulfil-
lment of these ancient and modernmodem promises a great drama is being
enacted in palestine the jews are returning as one of the events
of the last days in his israel do you know 6 legrand richards
included a section entitled new nation of israel fulfills prophecy
and suggested that the three nephitesNephites fought on the jewish side
in the 1948 war the next year he stated that what is going on
over in the holy land today is a great miracle an assertion sec-
onded in 1958 by lynn M hilton A year later arthur V watkins
US senator from utah wrote israel as an independent nation
is an established fact and must be accepted no one believing in
the prophecies of god would contend otherwise 47
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ezra taft benson and flora A benson with david ben gurion the three
met in 1963 in dr ben gurionsGurions tel aviv home on several occasions
president benson taught that in fulfillment of ancient and modern
promises a great drama is being enacted in palestine As a result he
believed that the LDS church approaches jews in a different way than
any other christian church courtesy LDS church archives

partly fusing the hyde and pratt traditions many advocates
of the return of the jews seemed to feel at this point that the time
had arrived for conversion hilton indicated it is my sincere
prayer that we will not be as reluctant to take the gospel from
the gentiles and give it to israel as peter was reluctant to do the
converse in the meridian of time richards whose marvelous
work and a wonder anthologized his southern states mission
presentations wrote israel do you know as a lesson plan to
explain the LDS gospel to jews in it he declared god is calling
the jews he invites them into the fold of christ during the late
1950s richards organized LDS jewish missions in los angeles
salt lake city ogden san francisco portland oregon new
york and washington DC some of which produced their own
lesson plans
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teddy kollekkoffekdoffek presenting a token
of appreciation to legrand
richards 1979 mayor kollek
wrote to elder richards who
was then president of the
orson hyde foundation in
appreciation for the beautiful

park you have helped us add to
the ancient face of jerusalem
the park is a permanent mon-
ument to your churchschurche faith
love and concern for our city
teddy kollek to mr legrand

richards november 12 1979
LDS church archives elder
richards was also involved in
missionary work to the jews
courtesy LDS church archives

the first presidency terminated these missions in 1958 but
high level interest in communicating withjews continued for exam-
ple in 1976 ezra taft benson delivered a message to judah from
joseph in which he indicated that the LDS church approaches
jews in a different way than any other christian church because
latter day saints represent the restored covenant to the entire

house of israel 4919 on the other hand bruce R mcconkie although
emphasizing the idea of believing blood the more of the
blood of israel that an individual has the easier it is for him to
believe the message of salvation jews excepted reiterated
that the conversion of the jews as a people will not take place
until after the second coming 1751115150

the dicta of ezra taft benson and arthur watkins in the 1950s
contained a political undercurrent the idea that israel not only ful-
filled prophecy but also figured in the free worlds containment
of communism became explicit in W cleon skousensSkousens fantastic
victory israels rendezvous with destiny 51 which put israel on
the side of the angels and portrayed its arab opponents as diabolic
soviet agents and clients A reviewer observed the tragedy of
this type of analysis liesresllesilesbes in its inability to recognize that the soviet
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unions success in the middle east during the past decade is
primarily due to an american foreign policy based upon this one
sided view of the arab israeli crisis 17511151275152

meanwhile heberheberjheberdJ grants 1921 expression ofofjudeophiliajudeophiliaJudeophilia
was taken up by LDS scholars who were familiar with jewish con-
tributions to jewish christian dialogue 53 and who for the first
time directed their formulations to jewish and academic audi-
ences so they downplayed judgment and christianization while
emphasizing judeophiliapartnershipreturnjudeophiliapartnershipretum for example eldin
ricksshickss article published in the herzl yearbook54yearbook5lYearbook54 selectively
reviewed material bearing on zionist themes in the book of mor-
mon see endnotes 15 20 below recounted orson hydes mis-
sion then selectively quoted from sjodahl and other later
adherents of the returndelayedretupndelayedRETURN delayed conversion formula like ricks
truman G madsen selected book of mormon return passages and
then discussed orson hyde but he also distanced mormonism
from traditional christian trinitarianism and drew parallels with
judaism 55 meanwhile armand L mauss conducted a sociological
study of the unique mormon doctrine of semitic identification
which holds that mormonscormons and jews literally have the same ethnic
origin and concluded that mormonscormonsMormons are less likely than any
other denominations to hold secular anti jewish notions 115656

during the same period LDS scholars participating in the
churchschurche increased involvement in africa and asia echoed widtsoe
by articulating the theme of universalism for example in mor-
monism A message for all nations spencer J palmer criticized
earlier formulations of a narrow mormonism stressed the brother-
hood of man under the fatherhood of god and asserted that the
restored gospel is not the peculiar property of any one people any
one age or any one nation and that it is a proclamation for every
ear that will hear and for every heart that humbly seeks the truth 71711775757

since 1979 the LDS churchschurche accelerating global expan-
sion together with the 1978 revelation extending the priesthood
to all worthy male members of the church without regard for
race or color OD 2 has put a stronger emphasis on the uni-
versalistversalist thread LDS scholars have expressed considerable interest
in this trend 5851 as have general authorities the first presidency
issued a statement in 1978 that all men and women are brothers
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reaching out A scene from the bay area jewish open house hosted
by the oakland california stake november 17 18 1979 under the
motto our gift to you pictured are two of the two thousand guests
assisted at the buffet table by jennifer hudson and nina fraley other
guests were president ezra T benson mordekhai artzieliArtz ieli consul gen-
eral of israel and charles stiener executive director northwest region
jewish national fund courtesy LDS church archives

and sisters not only by blood relationship from common mortal
progenitors but also as literal spirit children of an eternal father 5919

in all are alike unto god howard W hunter affirms mankindsmankinds
common origin and brotherhood and states our father does not
favor one people over another but accepts all those of every
nation who fear him and work righteousness 60 in the uttermost
parts of the earth spencer W kimball similarly expresses the
need to preach the gospel in africa china india and southeast
asia and behind the iron curtain 61

As applied by some general authorities to the question of the
jews restoration this recent high level emphasis on universalism
has in effect produced a restatement of the pratt conversion
returnreturn formula for example in a may 1981 conference address
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marion G romney quoted most of the book of mormonscormonsMormons conversion
return passages which he said make it perfectly clear that the
restoration of the house of israel to the lands of their inheritance
will signal their acceptance ofjesus christ as their redeemer 62

perhaps because of this emphasis on conversion by the time
his millennial messiah was published 63 bruce R mcconkie had
shifted his emphasis from youngs judgment on lineage position
to pratts conversionreturncoNVERSiON return expression mcconkie stipulated that
the modernmodem state of israel is not the gathering promised by the
prophets it does not fulfill the ancient promises those who have
thus assembled have not gathered into the true church it is rather
a gathering of the unconverted he repeated this assessment in A
new witnesswitnessforfor the articles of faith under the heading the myth
of the jewish gathering the present assembling of people of
jewish ancestry into the palestinian nation of israel is not the scrip-
tural gathering of israel or ofjudah it may be a prelude thereto
but a political gathering is not a spiritual gathering mcconkie did
however reaffirm the literal nature of the gathering within the
tribes of israel framework and the idea of believing blood 64

the universalist emphasis has also spawned among church
members a new discussion of the tribal blood framework and the
status of the jewish people within it one trend has sought to
broaden the framework either to include all possibly identifiable
abrahamic peoples or by defining the scattering as being so
extensive that virtually no one could conceivably be excluded 65

spencer palmer at first participated in this trend by arguing
for possibilities of asiatic descent from abraham but he later
offered another solution that relied on paul rom 211 28 29
gal 328 29 and on 2 nephi 2633 a purer universalism which
in effect reduces the tribes of israel to a metaphor 66 critical
observers like sterling mcmurrin while applauding such inten-
tions expressed doubt that the LDS church can transcend its
lineage based theology movement toward genuine universalism
occurs only if the missionaries are after all the souls that are out
there in the wicked world and not just the lost sheep of the house
of israel 67

on the other side of the discussion some have come to the
defense of the fundamental role of lineage in the mormon doctrine
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of gathering 68 robert millet and joseph mcconkiesMcConkies our destiny
the call and election of the house of israel69israel19Israel 6919 represents an effort
to introduce into this discussion bruce R mcconkiesMcConkies post 1979
position the church now constitutes the blood based covenant
israel but membership in the house of israel is accessible to allanaliail

through conversion without conversion even jews cannot enjoy
abrahamic blessings including covenant related possession of the
holy land

in this recent discussion positions have emerged along a
spectrum the poles of which might be labeled universalism and
literal blood of israel with some voices toward one of the purist

ends and some in the synthetic middle spokespersons for each
position have tended to use scriptural and other texts selectively
in their efforts to define what are or ought to be the living
elements in mormon gathering theology on the one hand steven
eppersonsEppersons mormonscormons and jews early mormon theologies of
israelisrae17170 by emphasizing joseph smith and limiting its coverage to
the nineteenth century functions in certain respects as an objec-
tivist check on subjectivist tendencies some of which minimize
the prominent judah consciousness of early mormonism on the
other hand one of eppersonsEppersons main arguments that joseph smith
expressed a position of judeophiliaJudeophilia unsullied and unconditioned
by such negative traditional christian features as judgment and
conversion renders eppersonsEppersons work too open to inquiries into
possibilities of selectivity

summary and conclusions

As a review of an LDS textual tradition this exercise leads to
four conclusions first three interpretive traditions arose by the
1860s and survived for a century hydes return emphasis which
passed through wilford woodruff J M sjodahl and ezra taft ben-
son among others pratts conversion formula john nicholson
B H roberts legrand richards and youngs stress on judgment
E H lund joseph fielding smith bruce R mcconkie

second some of these traditions along with variations on
them can be correlated with contemporaneous ideologies or
developments the tendency of the civil war era to see things in
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racial terms the successes of the zionist movement the british
conquest of ottoman palestine an american judeophobic red scare
the creation of the state of israel the cold war mormonismsMormonisms
growth to global dimensions and the 1978 priesthood revelation

third after 1948 there occurred a partial merger of the hyde
and pratt traditions and after 1979 the leading earlier spokesman
for the young position endorsed that of pratt

fourth until the 1970s the discussion assuming lineage as
common ground centered on the tension between the principles
of judgment conversion and return however after 1979 by
which time positions of universalism john A widtsoeWidtsoe spencer
palmer howard W hunter and judeophiliaJudeophilia heberheberjheberdHeberJJ grant eldin
ricks truman G madsen had reemerged a further consensus
arose on the basis of the pratt formula and the discussion shifted
to consider the tension between lineage and universalism

in this regard surveying an issues past also serves as a pre-
lude to ongoing discussions president romneysdomneysRomneys 1981 conference
address the most recent pronouncement on this topic from the pul-
pit of the tabernacle may have been intended to settle the ques-
tion once and for all but at a nonauthoritative level position
takers are likely to continue taking stands most of these persons
despite a few objectivist antiquarians inquiring into the total
record for its own sake can be expected subjectively to cull the
many texts for passages that support their efforts to shape the dy-
namic tradition in the direction they wish to see it go this obser-
vation stems not from cynicism but from the way a living
theology functions what this generation enlivens depends on
what it selects to remember or to forget

speaking personally although it runs counter to my objec-
tivist historical training I1 would like to forget out nineteenth
century racism from our living theology but I1 would like to
remember in the courageous outreachingreachingout efforts of joseph

smith and heberjheberd grant both of whom drew upon a special theo-
logical tradition in order to befriend the beleagueredbeleaguerbeleaguerered jews despite
prevailing hostility someone is likely to ask however whether
what I1 deem worth forgetting and worth remembering are related
while those on various sides of that question and others germane
to it may subjectively approachtheapproach the past in regard to their own
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positions as in trial law they will at least function objectively with
regard to each others which may keep the relentless revision
process honestly rooted to some extent

arnold H green is professor of history at brigham young university

NOTES

its belief in continuing revelation along with the general aphorism that liv-
ing prophets take precedence over dead prophets in effect endows mormonism
with a mechanism to legitimize revisionism as exemplified in the 1978 priest-
hood revelation which rendered generations of speculation irrelevant on the
role of revelation in the gospel see harold B lee the place of the living
prophet seer and revelator address to seminary and institute of religion fac-
ulty brigham young university july 8 1964 hugh W nibley the expanding
gospel BYU studies 7 autumn 1965 3 27 james B alienallenailen line upon line
ensign 9 july 1979 32 39 and thomas G alexander the reconstruction of
mormon doctrine from joseph smith to progressive theology sunstone 5
july august 1980 243324 33

2seeee karen J winkler how should scholars respond to assertions that
the holocaust never happened chronicle of higher education 38 december
11 1991 a8aa 10 and bnaianai brith hillershitlersHitlers apologists the antisemiticanti semitic propa-
ganda of holocaust revisionism new york anti defamation league 1993

3seeaseeee david boucher texts in context revisionist methods for studying
the history of ideas boston nijhoffniehoff 1985 john W jandora march from me-
dina A revisionist study of the arab conquests clifton kingston 1990 scott
heller revisionist art history portrays impressionists with new brush
strokes chronicle of higher education 38 april 8 1992 a8aa 9 geoffrey
roberts the fall of litvinov A revisionist view journal of contemporary
history 27 october 1992 639 57 gaile mcgregor domestic blitz A revision-
ist history of the fifties american studies 34 spring 1993 5 33 stephen G
rabe eisenhowerElseneisenhower revisionism A decade of scholarship diplomatic history
17 winter 1993 9711597 115 and ronald H chilcote revisionist interpretations
of the brazilian labor movement latin american perspectives 2 winter
1994 132 43

in descriptive explanatory historical studies revisionism is an expected
often praiseworthy activity easily identified because historians tend to seek credit
for their innovations reinterpretation also occurs inprescriptiveinprescriptive explanatory the-
ology where recognizing it is more problematic because novelty is seldom a reli-
gious virtue innovators tend to package their formulations not as modem
reconsiderations but as original meanings at times disparaging as later devia-
tions those prior teachings differing from theirs in substance or emphasis and
thereby provoking more primal than thou contests scholars who attempt to
trace such contests history particularly if exploring the primary texts initial
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messagesmessagesi are often seen as partisan contenders or worse for example the
nineteenth century german scholars who pioneered the methods of form and
source criticism and applied these to bible studies inter alia wilhelm vatke
karl heinrich graf and julius wellhausen asserted that the scribes and rabbis up
to the time of the council of jamnia in the first century after christ had funda-
mentally revised the bible while compiling it and that the new german methods
would help retrieve the original documents and their meanings however critics of
the scholars have accused them of merely imposing modemmodern secular evolutionist
views on the sacred texts see also leslie C alienallenailen the structuring of ezekiels
revisionist history lesson catholic biblical quarterly 54 july 1992 448 62

517517riedrichriedrichniedrich meinecke historicism and its problems in the varieties of
history ed fritz stem new york meridian books 1956 268

carlardaddcariari L becker everyman his own historian essays on history and pol-
itics new york appleton century crofts 1935 252 becker derived his idea of
living history from croce who characterized as dead history that which is

promulgated by institutional authority and that which is undertaken as a learned
exercizeexorcizeexercize benedetto croce history its theory and practice trans douglas
ainslie istast1st italian edition 1916 new york russell and russell 1960 19 32 33
see also benedetto croce lattitudeLattitude subjective et iattitude1attitude objective dans la
composition historiquehistorique revue de synthemesynthesesyntbseSynrhesethese historiqueHistorique 6 june 1903 26165261 65

7croce history 14 becker stated that the relevant facts must be clearly
established by the testimony of independent witnesses not self deceived
becker everyman 243

contrasting christianitysChristianitys relation to life with scholarly distance from
life in the 1840s kierkegaard suggested that christians can personalize abra-
hams faith by living faithfully through their own abrahamic predicaments and
can implement christianity by upbuildingbuildingup fellow beings the way a physician
speaks at the bedside of a sick person soren kierkegaard fear and trem-
bling istast1st danish edition 1843 new york viking penguin 1985 and soren
kierkegaard the sickness unto death trans howard V hong and edna H hong
istustostast1st danish edition 1848 princeton princeton university press 1980 5

kierkegaards subjectivism was utilized by theologians contemporary with
becker including karl barth who asserted that we must think in our timetimeortimoorporfor
our time originally published during 1923 in christlicheChristliche welt this phrase was
quoted by H martin rumscheidt ed the way of theology in karl barth alli-
son park pa pickwick 1986 vii

911 I nephi 1923241923 24 compare spencer J condie and we did liken the
scriptures unto our marriage ensign 14 april 1984 162016 20

neal A maxwell the reality of the living scriptures in things as
they really are salt lake city deseret book 1978 83 and russell M nelson
truth and more annual university conference august 27 1985 brigham

young university
while liken and wrest can differ in kind they can also differ merely

in degree or perspective 1I liken you wrest
by judgment is meant punishment on earth that is presumed to be

divinely inflicted see patrick D miller jr sin and judgment in the prophets
chico calif scholars press 1982
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compare13cornpare 1 nephi 119 20 213 317 18 1011 1744 2 nephi 69 11

1036103 6 252 9189 18 271 jacob 231 41415414 15 mosiah 1327301327 30 3 nephi 104 7
169 1714 4 nephi 11311513 1 mormon 321321 75 and doctrine and covenants 4521 24

14see pauls epistles to the romans and the galatians then compare pauls
substance tone and use of rhetorical devices for example to the approaches of
john chrysostom discourses againstjudaizingagainst judaizingJudaizing christians trans paul harkins
washington DC catholic university of america press 1979 354 407 and

augustine les julfs et les donatistesDonati stes and aveuglement des julfs oeuvres
completes de saint augustin bar le duc gueninguerin 1867 5396 430 531 34
555 58 encyclopedia judaica sv antiantlantisemitismsemitism identifies in matthew and
john the two cardinal themes appearing in christian antisemitismanti semitism collective
guilt for deicide matt 2725 and affiliation with evil forces john 844 compare
rev 29 39

15compare15compare 1 nephi 102 3 12 14 1514 19 20 226 11 12 2 nephi
613 14 91 2 53 1078107816107 881616 18 22 251125111717 18 291 661414 304 jacob 5 64
3 nephi 165 and ether 137 11

111yeye are a light unto this people who are a remnant of the house of
joseph ye are they of whom I1 said other sheep I1 have which are not of this
fold 3 ne 1512 21 compare dac 9817

171117 shall speak unto the jews and they shall write it and I1 shall also speak
unto the nephitesNephites and they shall write it 2 ne 2912 compare 2 ne 312 29

the jerusalem from whence lehi should come should be built up
again and become a holy city of the lord and that a new jerusalem should
be built up upon this land eth 133 6 compare 3 ne 2022 2123 and dacd&c
429 4566 842 12436

compare I11 nephi 1519201519 20 2 nephi 691169 11 2511 mosiah 1223 1530
3 nephi 1619 2046 2114211 4 9 mormon 514 and doctrine and covenants
7715 10962 64 see also jan shipps and john W welch eds the journals of
william E mcclellinmclellinMcLellin 18311831183618318366 provo utah BYU studies 1994 44 65 1106log06
108 121 133 135 159 184 grant underwood the millennarianMillennarian world of
early Monnonmonnonismmormonismism urbana university of illinois press 1993

compare the book of mormonscormonsMormons frontispiece 1 nephi 1012141012 14 1339
1514 1915 16 2211 12 2 nephi 613 14 92 23 24 107 2516 2612 302
7 3 nephi 105 1645164 5 11 12 mormon 321 ether 415 and doctrine and
covenants 209 3911 7715 909 107333510733 35 10967 1124 1338

the issue of timing is related to that of lineage for mormonscormons have inter-
preted luke 2124 to mean that whereas in biblical times the gospel was preached
first to the israelites and then to the gentiles in the latter days the order is
reversed so that when that day shall come shall a remnant be scattered among
all nations but they shall be gathered again but they shall remain until the times
of the gentiles be fulfilled dacd&c 4524 25 see lamar E gangarrandand the last shall
be first and the first shall be last in carlos E asay and others the old testa-
ment and the latter day saints salt lake city randallrandau book 1986 233 60

compare 2 nephi 308
13seesee michael A meyer response to modernity A history of the reform

movement in judaism new york oxford university press 1988 sefton D

temkin isaac meyer wise shaping americanjudaismamerican judaism new york oxford uni-
versity press 1992 mel scult millennial expectations and jewish liberties
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A study of the efforts to convert thethejewsjemsjews in britain up to the middle nineteenth
century leiden brill 1978 R H martin united conversionist activities
among the jews in great britain 1795 1815 pan evangelism and the london
society for promoting christianity among the jews church history 46 de-
cember 1977 437 52 encyclopedia judaica sv christian zionism robert
M healey the jew in seventeenth century protestant thought church his-
tory 46 march 1977 63 79 mayirmacir vretevret6aretevreta the restoration of the jews in eng-
lish protestant thought 1790 1840 middle east studies 8 january 1972
3503 50 george gordon noel byron hebrew melodies london john murray
1815 joseph arthur comte de gobineaurobineauGobineau essai sur iinegalitenn6galit6 des races
humaines paris didot 1853 moses hess rome andjerusalemand jerusalem A study in
jewish nationalism trans meyermeyerwaxmanwaxman new york bloch 1918 and jacob
barnai the7bejewsjemsjews in palestine in the eighteenth century trans naomi goldblum
tuscaloosa university of alabama press 1992

prayer of orson hyde on the mount of olives contained in a letter from
orson hyde to orson pratt dated alexandria egypt november 2 1841 repro-
duced in joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day
saints ed B H roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret news 1908 4456 57

25wilford woodruff proclamation of the twelve apostles of the church
ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints to all the kings of the world to the presi-
dent of the united states ofofamericaamerica to the governors of the several states and
to the rulers and people cfallofallof allaliail nations liverpool npap 1845 and appended to
millennial star 6 1845 3

21parley21parley P pratt proclamation to the people of the coasts and islands of
the pacific ocean of every nation kindred and tongue millennial star 14

september 18 1852 468 orson pratt journal of discourses 26 vols liver-
pool F D richards 1855861855 86 7187 hereafter cited asjdasjasad

27 remarks27remarks december 23 1866jd1866 JD 11279 the principle of subordinat-
ing individuals spiritual opportunities to their lineal descent from remote ances-
tors under ancient judgment had earlier been applied to blacks seejdszejd 2179 91

7282 91 brigham young explained that jesus willwin not appear initially in
jerusalem at his second comingcorning but will appear first on the land where he
commenced his work in the beginning namely america when he eventually
appears in jerusalem the jews will see the wounds in his hands and then
they will acknowledge him but not till then JD 11279

on several occasions brigham young distinguished between the kingdom
of god by which he meant all the people on the earth during the millennium
and the church of jesus christ or zionjdzion JD 2316 17 11275 12274 the king-
dom of god will house every sort of sect and party and every individual fol-
lowing what he supposes to be the best in religion and in everything else similar
to what it is now JD 2316 including infidels and those who know nothing
of him from whom all good comes JD 12274 so long as they bow the knee
to god and jesus christ however reluctantly JD 2316172316 17 in that day all
except the sons of perdition will be gathered into kingdoms where there will be
a certain amount of peace and glory ydJD 12274 thus brigham young declared
that the presbyteriansPresbyterians the quakers and the jews would remain free to livefivehive under
the aegis of the kingdom of god to have their own kingdoms and to believe as
they wished not being obliged to belong to the church ofjesus christ of latter
day saints JD 11275 he did not mean however that they will be saints or
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enjoy celestial happiness and gloryjdglory JD 12274 in individual cases even one who
thought of himself as a jew did not have any of the blood of judah in his veins
if he had become a good latter day saint JD 11279

11jdJD 2200 4232 18199 200 18220 21
19letters19letters written during the journey by george A smith and his traveling

companions lorenzo snow eliza snow and paul A schettler were compiled
and published in george A smith and others correspondence of palestine
tourists salt lake city deseret news 1875

31 steven31steven W baldridge and marilyn rona grafting in the history of the
latter day saints in the holy land murray utah roylance 1980 1 4

31jonathan31jonathan frankel and steven zipperstein eds assimilation and com-
munity the jews in nineteenth century europe new york cambridge uni-
versity press 1992 naomi W cohen the jews in christian america the
pursuit of religious equality new york oxford university press 1992
richard griffiths the use of abuse the polemics of the dreyfusdreyfus affair and its
aftermath new york berg 1991199iggi1 wladimir kaplun kogan dieffidischendiejildischen wan
derbewegungen in der uestenneuestenne zeit bonn marcus and weber 1919 jack
wertheimer unwelcome strangers east european jews in imperial germany
new york oxford university press 1987 theodor herzl theybejewishjewish state 1istastI1stst

german edition 1896 london pordes 1972 israel cohen theodor herzlherz
founder of political zionism new york T yoseloff 1959 and S levenberg
the7bejewsjemsjewsfews and palestine A study in labour zionism westport hyperion 1976

millennial3millennial star 50 june 18 1888 385 92 and contributor 14 april
1893 29899298 99

33jJ M tanner the zionist movement improvement era 3 november
1899 1 8 jan M sjodahl the jew his past present and future improve-
ment era 7 march 1904 350 63 james E talmage the tragedy of israel
improvement era 21 november 1917 121512 15 james E talmage the last
dispensation juvenile instructor 53 february 1918 76 78 the fallfanfalifail of jeru-
salem improvement era 21 january 1918 259 61 jan M sjodahl concern-
ing palestine millennial star 80 march 7719181918 152 54 and gathering of the
jews millennial star 80 august 15 1918 52022520 22 james H anderson
jerusalem restored relief society magazine 5 august 1918 42526425 26 the

return of the jews relief society magazine 5 august 1918 46970469 70 and A

people of promise the jews relief society magazine 5 august 1918 471 74
31eE H lund the return of the jews improvement era 21 july 1918

774 and 21 august 1918 774 75 883
john31john nicholson gathering of the jews improvement era 5 june

1902 632 33 B H roberts conference reports april 1902 13 16 david 0
mckay conference reports october 1918 44 49

36ronald sanders the high walls offtof jerusalemofftrusalemrusalem A history of the balfourbarour
declaration and the birth of the british mandate for palestine new york
holt rinehart and winston 1983 gisela C lebzelter political antisemitismanti semitism
in england 191819391918 1939 london macmillan 1978 david A gerber ed anti-
semitism in american history urbana university of illinois press 1986 jerry 2
muller communism antisemitismanti semitism and the jews commentary 86 august
1988 28 39 daphne trevor under the white paper some aspects of british
administration in palestine from 1939 to 1947 jerusalem jerusalem press
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1948 reprint munich kraus 1980 hermann gramlgramigrandl antisemitism in the third
reich trans tim kirk oxford blackwellBlackweU 1992 martin gilbert the holocaust
new york holt rinehart and winston 1985 and robert jutte die emigration

der deutschsprdchigen wissenschaftWissenschaft des judentumsJudentums die austvanderungauswanderung
jildischerffidischerjildischer historikerhistoriker nach palistinapaldstina 1933 1945 stuttgart steiner 1991

37see joseph fielding smith doctrines 0off salvation 3 vols salt lake city
bookcraft 1956 347 48 compare joseph fielding smith the negro and the
priesthood improvement era 27 april 1924 56465564 65 where the constraint on
blacks is restated while cautioning against speculating about the reasons for it
at the popular level however expressions of judgment on lineage have sounded
more like racism pure and simple for example james H anderson gods
covenant race from patriarchal times to the present salt lake city deseret
news 1944 defined covenant race partly in terms of racial purity 919291 92
and earnest L whitehead the house of israel independence zions printing
1947 published robert E lees pedigree back to king david 575 77 and
albert W bell the mighty drama of israel and rhetheahejewthejewtewjewtem salt lake city stevens
and wallace 1949 asserted

the fact is circumcision does not even make a jew a jew there is
something in the blood circumcision is merely an index to their
faith in god the jews just cant get away from it like the posterity
of cain the black kinky hair the dark skin and the breath and other
marks count but the most common expression among us and
the most sacred withal is the blood of israel that seems to count
most 169

38seesee grants dedicatory prayers for the temples in hawaii improvement
era 23 february 1920 281 88 cardstonbardstonCardston alberta improvement era 26 octo-
ber 1923 1075 81 and mesa arizona liahona 25 november 1927 245 49
jan M sjodahl england and the jews improvement era 30 november 1926
21 23 and david 0 mckay conference reports april 1922 626962 69 compare
H C singer the jewish state in palestine improvement era 32 january
1929 2029202 9

39bB H roberts conference reports april 1927 34
40bB H roberts rasha the jew A message to all jews salt lake city

deseret news 1932
heberdheberjHeberJJ grant conference reports april 1921 124
john A widtsoeWidtsoe in a sunlit land the autobiography ofjohnof john A widt

soe salt lake city deseret news 1952 214 15 and john A widtsoeWidtsoe who are
the children of abraham in evidences and reconciliations salt lake city
bookcraft 1960 398 400

43melvinMelvimelvlnmeivinmelvinamelvinjnJJ ballard conference reports april 1938 424642 46 and charles A

callis conference reports october 1945 808380 83
44 see douglas F tobler the jews the mormonscormonsMormons and the holocaust

journal ofmormonof mormon history 18 spring 1992 59 92
howard4howardbhoward M sachar A history of israel 2 vols new york knopf 1976

1987 hugh higgins the cold war new york bamesbarnes and noble 1974 arthurjarthur J
klinghoffer israel and the soviet union alienation or reconciliation boul-
der westviewWestview press 1985 john rousmaniereRousmaniere A bridge to dialogue the story
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of jewishofjewish christian relations new york paulist press 1991199iggi1 and james B alienallenailen
and richard 0 cowan mormonism in the twentieth century 2dad ed provo
brigham young university press 1967

legrand richards israel do you know salt lake city deseret book
1954 according to rose marie reid at her suggestion richards changed the key
word in the title of his book from judah to israel

47ezra taft benson conference reports april 1950 75 richards israel
do you know 206 9 22933229 33 legrand richards the dawning of israels day
provo utah brigham young university extension publications 1955 lynn M

hilton the jews A promised people provo utah brigham young university
extension publications 1958 and arthur V watkins when applied christian-
ity comes to palestine instructor 94 november 1959 359 compare dale T
tingey recent jewish movements in israel in light of the teaching of the latter
day saint prophets masters thesis brigham young university 1955 levi
edgar young A sorrowing people improvement era 60 june 1957 409 10
daniel H ludlow israel prophecies being fulfilled devotional address brig-
ham young university august 8 1967 and daniel H ludlow prophecy and
modem israel devotional address brigham young university january 16
1968 see also michael T benson harry S truman as a modem cyrus BYU
studies 34 1994 6 27

41legrand41legrand richards A marvelous work and a wonder salt lake city
deseret sunday school union board 19511951

49hilton49hilton the jews 62 richards israel do you know 209 A missionary
lesson plan for jews was published for the los angeles mission by rose marie
reid suggested plan for teaching the gospel to the jewish people salt lake
city deseret news 1958 who also prepared a self published booklet entitled
dos and dontsbonts before teaching the jewish people 1957 other self

published plans were written about the same time by farrel miles and albert
ostraff los angeles bruce gibb ogden irving cohen new york and artel
ricks washington DC A committee of BYU religion professors daniel H lud-
low ellis T rasmussen eldin ricks and sydney B sperry completed another
lesson manual in 1960 see arnold H green A survey of latter day saint prose
latinglyting efforts to the jewish people masters thesis brigham young university
1967 arnold H green A survey of LDSIDSins proselyting efforts to the jewish peo-
ple BYU studies 8 summer 1968 427 43 and ezra taft benson A message
to judah from joseph ensign 6 december 1976 72 compare missionary dis-
cussionscussions for the jewish people ensign 9 april 1979 72 73 and howard H
barronbarren judah past and future LDSIDS teachings concerning gods covenant
people bountiful horizon 1979 also noteworthy are an eloquent honest con-
vert memoir by herbert rona peace to a jew new york npap 1952 and a
mormonmonnon boy converts and gets jewish girlgiri novel by gerald L lund one in thine
hand salt lake city deseret book 1982

bruce R mcconkie mormon doctrine salt lake city bookcraft 1958
77 78 35960359 60 compare alvin R dyer the redemption of judah devotional
address brigham young university june 13 1967 rodney turner the quest
for a peculiar people ensign 2 may 1972 6 11 several other articles in this
holy land issue of the ensign especially those by W cleon skousen eldin
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ricks daniel H ludlow and william E berrett supported the idea of the state
of israel fulfilling scriptural prophecy

51wW cleon skousen fantastic victory israels rendezvous with destiny
salt lake city bookcraft 1967

james51james B mayfield whose victory dialogue 3 autumn 1968 135 37
53in addition to concern about christian accusations of deicide and associ-

ation with evil see note 14 above these included first objections to christian
portrayals of judaism as having completed its preparatory function and so being
at once superfluous and unable to provide salvation to its adherents and second
charges that christian missionary work targeting jews in effect constitutes spir-
itual holocaust

54eldin ricks zionism and the mormon church herzl yearbook 5

196514719631471963 147 74
55truman G madsen the mormon attitude toward zionism series of

lectures on zionism haifa university may 1981 compare truman G madsen
ed reflections on mormonism judaeojuddeojudano christian parallels provo utah
brigham young university religious studies center 1978108irsims

56armand L mauss mormon semitism and antisemitismanti semitism sociological
analysis 29 spring 1968 11

57spencerjSpencespencerarJ palmer mormonism a messageforallmessage torfor allaliail nations provo utah
brigham young university press 1965 3 14

58lamond tullis ed mormonism A faithforeaithfaithearth forrorrof all cultures provo brigham
young university press 1978 spencer J palmer the expanding church salt
lake city deseret book 1978 garth NnjonesbjonesNJjonesones expanding LDS church abroad
old realities compounded dialogue 13 spring 1980 8 22 candadaiCandadai
seshachariSeshachari revelation the cohesive element in international mormonism
dialogue 13 winter 1980 38 46 and lee copeland from calcutta to
kaysvillewaysvilleKaysville Is righteousness color coded dialogue 21 autumn 1988 899989 99

19 statement19statement of the first presidency february 15 1978 frontispiece in
palmer expanding church

howard W hunter allAHailali are alike unto god ensign 9 june 1979 72
spencer W kimball the uttermost parts of the earth ensign 9 july

1979 2 9 compare cadoscarloscarios E asay gods love for mankind in mormonscormons and
muslims ed spencer J palmer salt lake city publishers press 1983 205 15

rendell N mabey and gordon T allred brother to brother the story of the
latter day saint missionaries who took the gospel to black africa salt lake
city bookcraft 1984 alexander B morrison the dawning of a new day in
africa ensign 17 november 1987 25 26 and dallin H oaks getting to
know china devotional address brigham young university march 12 1991

marnon61marionmannon61marion G romney the restoration of israel to the lands of their inher-
itance ensign 11 may 1981 17

13bruce R mcconkie nethe millennial messiah salt lake city deseret
bookbook19821982

marion G romney the restoration of israel to the lands of their inher-
itance ensign 11 may 1981 17 mcconkie millennial messiah 228 3311 and
bruce R mcconkie A new witness for the articles of faith salt lake city
deseret book 1985 especially chsachs 526552 65 ppap 503 652 on the tenth article
of faith
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65seesee james B mayfield ishmael our brother ensign 9 june 1979
24 32 and bruce van orden the seed of abraham in the latter days in car-
los E asay and others the7 be old testament and the latter day saints salt lake
city randallRandaUrandaubookbook 1986 516751 67

in mormonism amessageforallmessage forrorrof allaliail nations provo utah brighamyoungBrighabnghambangham youngmYoung

university press 1965 12 16 palmer quoted matthew cowley and joseph field-
ing smith to the effect that the lord has scattered israel throughout the world
even to the farthest reaches of asia five years later he published did christ
visit japan BYU studies 10 winter 1970 13558135 58 yet the expanding church
in effect ignores the tribes of israel framework declaring that latteriatter day israel isis
not a community of blood it isis a community of faith 28 compare denny roy
spencer palmer A man of the world this people 7 may 1986 465346 53

17sterling17sterling M mcmurrin problems in universalizing mormonism sun-
stone 4 december 1979 9 17 and truman G madsen A response sunstone
4 december 1979 18 20

for example see daniel H ludlow of the house of israel ensign 21
january 1991 51 55

19Robertrobertl19robertL millet and joseph F mcconkie our destiny nethe call and elec-
tion of the house of israel salt lake city bookcraft 1993 reviewed by steven
epperson above

7ostevensteven epperson mormonscormons andrewsandjewsand tewsjewstems early mormon theologies of1sraelof israel
salt lake city signature books 1992 reviewed by grant underwood above
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4 editors preface

i

two reviews mormonism and
the hermetic world view

john brookes the Refiners fire cambridge cambridge
university press 1994 will likely evoke strong emotions among
latter day saints brookes genuine curiosity has presented the
strongest case yet for seeing mormonism as a radically mystical
hermetic and alchemical movement but the case is still not very
compelling the first two book reviews that follow find brookes
evidence unpersuasive the review by william hamblin daniel
peterson and george mitton exposes factual errors and logical fal-
lacies found in this book the normal task of any careful reviewer
davis bittonsbittensBittons reactions should be understood as sincere
responses from a dismayed reader hopefully these reviews will
communicate to non mormon readers how this book sounds to
latter day saints

many readers and scholars outside the latter day saint tradi-
tion have had a markedly different response to brooke As we were
going to press the finersrefinersrefineryRe fire won this years bancroft award
in history vindicating bittonsbittensBittons prediction page 182 below like
fawn brodies no man knows my history fifty years ago brookes
book may well become one of the dominant external icons about
mormonism for the next few years juggernautsJuggernauts like this are not
easily forgotten

however people who accept brookes particular explanation
need to reflect on its shortcomings As has recently been observed
regarding a similar use of terms such as neoplatonism humanism
and hermeticism in yatesianYatesian historiography each of these terms
has been given an explanatory function far beyond what it can
deliver hermeticism is a notoriously slippery concept it still
remains to show that hermeticism ever functioned as an im-
portantportant independent worldviewworldview william H ShermashermanonshermanjohnShermanonnjohn dee

BYU studies 34 no 4 1994951994 95
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the politics of reading and writing in the english renaissance
amherst university of massachusetts press 199519951 20 comment-

ing on the works of frances yates on the hermetic tradition and
occult philosophy in the elizabethan age imagine what would
happen if a writer tried to argue that the US constitution is best
viewed as hermetic and alchemical seemingly a strong case could
be made as bitton suggests somewhat tongue in cheek page 185
below presumably historians would react as negatively to such
problematical methodology should it be applied to US history as
they did when fawn brodie turned her psychological methods
from joseph smith to thomas jefferson see louis midgley the
brodie connection thomas jefferson and joseph smith BYU

studies 20 fall 1979 59 67 the picture of the salamander
303 shows how long a largely irrelevant image can remain preva-

lent in the mind of the jury of history but then as brooke states
authenticity may not matter for some 301

in 1930 reed smoot confidently stated the cry for mor-
mon sensation is now happily a thing of the past the world is

recognisingrecognizing sic that mormonism instead of being a debasing
system has much to teach this perplexed and harassed age in the
foreword to susa young gates the looielife story of brigham young
new york macmillan 1930119301950 vii unfortunately brookes book

shows that smoot was overly optimistic about the worlds under-
standing of LDS revelation doctrine and religious experience

john W welch

ettittk37

A



rt
t

i W

book reviews

JOHN L BROOKE the Refiners fire the making of mormon
cosmology 1644 1844 cambridge cambridge university press

1994 xix 421 ppap illustrations maps appendix index 3495549534.953495

reviewed by wffliamjwilliam J hamblin associate professor of history at brigham young
university daniel C peterson associate professor of asian and near eastern lan-
guages at brigham young university and george L mitton retired now from a
career in education and public administration 1

john L brooke an associate professor of history at tufts
university is by his own description not a mormon historian
xvi his earlier work has centered on the eighteenth and early

nineteenth century social history of massachusetts and newengbewengnew eng-
land his new book does not claim to be necessarily a well
rounded approach to early mormonism xvii or a balanced
history xvii but is rather a selective reinterpretation xvi
which is conceptually allied to D michael quinns early mor-
monism and the magic world view xvii brooke acknowledges
that he shareshares s some of the agnostic skepticism of fawn brodie
xiv and this position is clearly manifest throughout his book but

his claim that his study is not intended to advance a cause or a
polemic xiv rings rather hollow in light of his frequent denun-
ciationsciations of LDS church doctrines policies and activities

the central thesis of Refiners fire is that there are striking
parallels between the mormon concepts of the coequality of mat-
ter and spirit of the covenant of celestial marriage and of an ulti-
mate goal of human godhood and the philosophical traditions of
alchemy and hermeticism drawn from the ancient world and
fused with christianity in the italian renaissance xiii brooke
maintains that

joseph smiths mormon cosmology is best understood when situ-
ated on an intellectual and theological conjuncture that reaches
back not simply to a disorderly antebellum democracy or even to
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early new england but to the extreme perfectionism forged in the
radical reformation of sixteenth century europe from the fusion of
christianitywithchristianity with the ancient occult hermetic philosophy xvi

indeed typical secularist environmental explanations for the ori-
gin of the church cannot explain the theologically distinct mes-
sage of the mormon church xvi rather it is hermeticism
that explains the more exotic features of the inner logic of mor-

mon theology xvii while sequitewequitewe quite agree with brooke on the
failure of environmentalist models to adequately explain the ori-
gins of the church we find brookes counter explanation even
more unsatisfactory

finersrefinersrefineryRe eirefireeifefire is divided into twelve chapters totaling some
three hundred pages brooke first presents a brief summary of the
origins of hermeticism and alchemy and the possible influence of
those ideas on various groups of the radical reformation 3 29

he then attempts to demonstrate how some of these ideas made
their way to north america in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies 30 58 his third chapter focuses on the ancestors of some
early mormonscormons and their usually very tenuous ties to various
occultistscultistsoc and radical religious groups in eighteenth century new
england 59 88 his basic thesis here is that the family background
of some early mormon converts represents predispositions of pre-
pared peoples traditions and predispositions shaped in great mea-
sure by familial connections and oral culture 91 apparently
since there is no hard textual evidence of hermetic connections
brooke assumes oral transmission of those ideas

he then presents a range of groups or ideas that existed in the
united states around 1800 and that he claims could have influ-
enced joseph smith and other early mormonscormonsMormons these influences
include hermeticism alchemy freemasonry swedenborgianism
mesmerism rosicrucianism and the speculations of luman wal-
ter the magician 91 104 chapter five alchymicalalchemical experi-
ments focuses on treasure divining alchemy and counterfeiting
which formed a hermetic triad in popular culture 121 the
connection is that each was a different avenue to the search for
easy wealth 128 through finding buried treasure transmuting
base metals into gold or counterfeiting coins and bills
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in chapter six brooke attempts to associate joseph smiths
immediate ancestors with mining alchemy treasure divining free-
masonry and counterfeiting 129 46 brookes book is thus half
over before he discusses josephs first vision in chapter seven
brooke attempts to find hermeticism freemasonry and alchemy in
the translation process and text of the book of mormon 149 8583
although chronologically presented the subsequent chapters do
not offer a coherent history of early mormonism rather brooke
searches for any and every thought or act ofofjosephjoseph smith and other
early mormonscormons that can possibly be seen as related however
vaguely to hermetic masonic alchemical or other occulticoccultic ideas
brooke first focuses on ideas of priesthood mysteries temples cos-
mology and preexistencepreexistence 184 212 josephs marriage sex life
and plural marriages are seen as rephreplicatingcating the hermetic con-
cept of divinization through the coniunctio the alchemical mar-
riage 214 compare 212 18 the kirtland bank crisis is seen as
quasi counterfeiting which is therefore quasi alchemy creating
gold out of nothing all of which is said to somehow demonstrate
that joseph was a hermeticisthermetichermeticismist 222 5232

brooke then focuses on the nauvoo period baptism for the
dead and the temple endowment for him the temple endow-
ment is the ultimate manifestation of hermetic influences ononjosephjoseph
allegedly representing a fundamental departure from the biblical
primitivism of the book of mormon and early mormonism all of
these supposed hermetic practices culminate in josephs reformu-
lation of the dual gendered divinity that lay at the heart of the her-
metic theology which is the supposed mormon androgynous
god 258 compare 255235 61 polygamy the kingdom of god the
murder of joseph and the fall of nauvoo are the focus of chapter
eleven 262 77 with another healthy dose of alleged counter-
feiting 269 74

in the final chapter let mysteries alone 278 305505 brooke
attempts to demonstrate that josephs original hermetic mor-
monism was systematically dismantled by brigham young and
other later prophets who deemphasized the distinct doctrines
of the church 305305505 such as blood atonement polygamy the
gifts of the spirit and adam god temple ordinances were ne-
glected to the point where brooke claims only the dead who
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had died outside the faith explicitly required the saving powers of
temple ordinance 292 this shift in focus allegedly results in the
modernmodem authoritarian church which may well soon become essen-
tially indistinguishable from conservative christian fundamentalism
282 and which has recently clashed with dissenting intellectuals

who have advanced a hermetic interpretation of mormon cosmol-
ogy most centrally the hermetic thesis of a dual gendered divinity
305 brooke concludes with his advice that mormonism would do

well to return to its hermetic origins 302 5

in part brooke is simply taking the basic thesis of quinns
early mormonism and ibethebhe magic world view and attempting to
extend the range of alleged occult influences on mormonism
backward in time and space this attempt simply belabors the
obvious the alchemical and occult ideas found in eighteenth and
nineteenth century america undeniably had antecedents in
europe but indeed why should we stop at the renaissance why
not take hermeticism and alchemy back to their origins in hellen-
istic egypt the subtitle could then read the making of mormon
cosmology 44 BC to AD 1844 the real question of course is
whether or not such ideas had any formative influence on joseph
smith and early mormonism here brooke has utterly failed to
make his case

A fundamental flaw in finersrefinersrefineryRe fire is the authors failure to
define his key terms especially magic hermeticism and alchemy
magic in particular is seen by many modernmodem scholars as a highly
problematic concept that has yet to receive a universally accepted
scholarly definition some indeed feel that magic should be alto-
gether abandoned in academic discourse the basic problem is
the lack of firm boundaries between magical activities and beliefs
and religious activities and beliefs from this perspective the term
magic is simply a subjective and generally pejorative word used to
describe unpopular forms of religious expression brooke makes
no serious attempt to define the term let alone to deal with the
intricacies of its meaning

A careful reading of finersrefinersrefineryRe fire does however reveal an
implied definition for brooke the role of magicians is manipu-
lating and coercing supernatural forces xiv and magical prac-
tice of any sort is an effort to manipulate the spiritual invisible
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world 7 but this crudely frazerianFrazerian apapproachproach magic is coercive
while religion is supplicative has been rejected by most anthro-
pologists and historians of magic for decades since it fails to do
justice to the often interchangeable phenomena of religion and
11 magic in the real world brooke himself will illustrate the point
mormon priests of the restored melchizedek order he tells

us were to have miraculous powers analogous to white magic
they could withstand poisons make the blind see the dumb
speak and the deaf hear they were to heal the sick and to cast
out devils 72 alluding to dacd&c 8465 72 not only does brooke
here ignore the biblical antecedent to this passage in mark 16 but
more importantly he fails to explain why these powers which all

christians would recognize as religious are suddenly white
magic when claimed by the mormonscormonsMormons before brooke can expect
anyone to entertain his assertion that mormon priesthood is magi-
cal he must define precisely what magic is and demonstrate how
mormon priesthood is uniquely or even partially magical

brooke likewise makes no attempt to define a second key
term hermeticism technically hermeticism describes a set of
ideas that are based on or strongly influenced by the corpus
hermeticumHermet icum a body of pseudepigraphic writings supposedly
authored by hermes trismegistusTrismegistus this group of documents orig-
inated in hellenistic egypt but was made available to renaissance
scholars only in the late fifteenth century 2 brooke makes no pre-
tense of following this technical definition admitting that joseph
did not have a copy of the corpus hermeticumHermet icum at hand 204

and therefore was not technically a hermeticisthermetichermeticismist his usage implies
a definition that is much looser even metaphorical

brookes use of the term alchemy is equally problematic
here again he openly abandons the technical definition in favor of
a metaphorical one if we widen our definition of alchemy to
include counterfeiting brooke writes the ranks and the chro-
nology of the alchemical tradition are extended mightily 108

of course if we were to widen our definition of alchemy to
include say cooking the ranks and the chronology of the
alchemical tradition would be extended even more spectacularly
but could such arbitrary redefinition be justified considering
the implications of brookes revisionist thesis both for believing
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latter day saints and for non mormon historians we have every
right to demand terminological precision and clarity

another weakness in brookes study is the utter lack of pri-
mary sources written by early latter day saints that manifest any
clear connection to alchemy hermeticism or magic to test brookes
propositions we undertook a computer search of early LDS his-
torical writings including the so called documentary history of
the church the journal of discourses times and seasons mes-
senger and advocate the evening and morning star and the
elders journal 3 the terms hermetic hermeticism hermetism
manderpimandersimanderPi and Trismegisttrismegistusus never occur in any of these texts the
term hermes occurs twice once from romans 1614 and once
apparently in reference to a mormon elder hermes 4 neither has
anything to do with thrice great hermes of the hermetic tradition
alchemy and alchimy do not occur however alchemistalchymist occurs
twice once referring to ordinary geologists and assayers and
again when orson pratt speaks of alchymists who tried for gen-
erationserations to transmute the coarser materials into gold and hun-
dreds of individuals who have spent all their time in the pursuit
of that vain phantom 1351152355 thus the only mention of alchemy in this
entire corpus is a negative one

cabala occurs once when an elder ewald on a mission to
england had a discussion with a rabbi who mentions cabala and
the sohar zohar 6 elsewhere john taylor speaks metaphor-
ically of things mysterious or cabalistic 7 the word occult
never occurs in any of these texts magic is more frequently men-
tioned occurring twenty two times of which fifteen are figura-
tive as if by magic or the magic wand of industry 8 two
references appear to identify props used in theatrical magic tricks
or shows 9 the other five are uniformly negative 10 witch occurs
thirteen times nine referring to the story of the witch of endor in
the bible and four referring unfavorably to the salem witch
trials 12 sorcery is never mentioned while the one example of a
sorcerer has reference to the simon magus account from acts 13

explicit positive references to the distinctively hermetic and
alchemical ideas that brooke maintains played an absolutely for-
mative role in early mormonism are noticeable in these early LDS

texts only for their absence
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on the other hand numerous texts and incidents from mormon
history indicate a basically negative attitude toward the occult on
the part of early mormonscormonsMormons the book of mormon and the doctrine
and covenants for instance contain several explicit condem-
nations of sorcery witchcraft and magic the book of mormon
maintains that christ will cut off witchcraftswitchcrafts out of thy land
3 ne 2116 and sorcery witchcraft and the magic art are fea-

tured in lists of sins alma 132 morm 210 and attributed to
the power of the evil one morm 119 in the doctrine and

covenants sorcerers are among those who will be cast down to
hell dacd&c 76103 106 and who shall have their part in the
second death dacd&c 6317 these are the only references to
magical or occult powers in LDS scripture and they are uniformly
and emphatically negative most of brookes key terms such as
alchemy astrology hermeticism androgyny and cabala are
never mentioned in LDS scripture based on this extensive but
admittedly incomplete survey of basic early mormon writings we
can arrive at three plausible conclusions first the unique ideas
that brooke claims were central to the origins of mormonism do
not occur in early LDS primary texts second early mormonscormons sel-
dom concerned themselves with things occult but third on the
infrequent occasions when they mention the occult it is always
viewed negatively

furthermore the earliest LDS missionary journals available
the journals of william EE mcclellinmclellinMcLellin show that early mormonism
was deeply rooted in biblical texts and theology rather than
occultism these extensive firsthand accounts of LDS teachings
and religious experiences from 1831 to 1836 demonstrate that the
message of the restoration was to proclaim the revealed gospel of
jesus christ pure and simple As one of the editors jan shipps
notes in her introductory essay

many expected and some feared that any contemporaneous
documents in a collection of mclellinsMcLellins papers would be filled with
information that would add to a perception of early mormonism as a
hotbed of occultism and hermetic hocus pocus instead what these
narratives depict is a struggling missionary band preaching not
only a millennialist message that to be sure reflected the impor-
tance of the coming forth of the book of mormon as a signal that the

j end was near but also a message whose true anchor was none-
theless the christian scriptures 14
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brookehasBroobrookekehashas not read mormon scriptural texts with sufficient
care many of his examples of alleged hermetic influence are
plagued by tendentious misreadingsreadingsmisleadingsmis of LDS texts and history
which undermine his thesis for instance according to brooke the
lone nephite survivor was mormon 159 which explains why
the golden plates were hidden by the hero mormon for joseph

smith to recover 156 but this statement is not true as even
most superficial students of mormonism can easily spot and when
discussing the well worn though somewhat dubious distinction
between iron rod saints and liahona saints brooke derives the
former symbol from rods given the nephitesNephites in the book of
mormon by which god pulled the rod holder to the tree
of life 296 but the book of mormon never describes god as
using a rod to pull anybody anywhere

over and over again brooke misreads latter day saint doc-
trines and his misreadingsreadingsmisleadingsmis fatally weaken the parallels he claims to
find with hermeticism for example his insistence on an androg-
ynous dual gendered divinity in mormonism 28 258 283 302502
305 fundamentally distorts latter day saint doctrine on the sub-
ject and though brooke consistently maintains that joseph smith
thought he was establishing the third dispensation xv 53 22
45 46 joseph spoke of the seven dispensations familiar to mod-
ern latter day saints though even this number should not be lim-
ited too rigidly 15 furthermore anyone aware of the churchschurche
teachings on suffering mortality and the estrangement from god
that mormonscormons call spiritual death will be perplexed by brookes
claim that in mormon doctrine the consequences of adams fallfanfailfali
did not extend to his seed 260

unfortunately brookes understanding of contemporary
mormonism fares no better many endowed latter day saints willwin
no doubt be puzzled to learn that since the early twentieth
century only the dead who had died outside the faith explicitly
required the saving powers of temple ordinance 292 even the
cold fusion claims made at the university of utah a few years ago
are pressed into service as illustrations of mormon hermeticism
they are interesting brooke declares given mormon doc-
trines on the nature of matter 299 he never troubles himself
though to explain how the experiments of the non mormon
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chemists stanley pons and martin fleischman are even remotely
helpful as indicators of latter day saint attitudes

brookes presentation of early mormon history is likewise
marred by repeated blunders contrary to brookes claims joseph
smith never announced in 18521832 that he himself was the prophet
enoch 166 nor did he present himself as the nephite the
prophet of the coming kingdom 181 nor did he ever claim that
rebuilding the temple of nephi would fulfill prophecy and

advance the second coming 198
these are not minor errors involving marginal characters or

events in LDS scripture and history nor are they mere matters of
interpretation rather for the most part they are fundamental
errors clearly demonstrating brookes faulty knowledge of pri-
mary mormon texts by analogy if a biblical scholar were to dis-
cuss johns vision on the road to damascus or peters revelation on
the isle of patmos he would be laughed out of the american acad-
emy of religion such work would certainly not be published by
cambridge university press even if only by its new york opera-
tion it is a sad reflection on the state of knowledge of mor-
monism among some non mormon scholars that errors of such
magnitude could pass undetected or uncorrected in the writing
reviewing and editing process of this book

for his thesis to be established brooke must show not only
that his alleged hermetic or alchemical ideas exist in mormonism
but also that they are not paralleled in the bible ignoring this prin-
ciple brooke consistently downplays or ignores the obvious and
explicit biblical antecedents of mormon thought in favor of ob-
scure and vague parallels to hermetic alchemical masonic and
occult texts and ideas which themselves often derive from the
bible A few examples from many will demonstrate this problem

0 mormon baptism for the dead is based on spiritualist doc-
trine 28 and on the radical heritage of the german
pietist mystics at ephrataephrathEphrata 243 no mention whatsoever is

made of 1 corinthians 1529 as the unquestionable source for
this idea in all of these movements

0 in wordswords replicated in mormon doctrine the high priest
in the royal arch masonry was to be a priest forever after
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the order of melchizedec 101 no mention is made of
psalms 1104 or hebrews 56 as the unquestionable sources
for this precise quotation although he is elsewhere aware of
hebrews as the source for the masonic material 194 brooke
still argues that mormonscormons took the idea from masonry

brooke informs us that the pearl of great price the title of
a collection of smiths writings from the 1830s had
ancient mystical and alchemical connotations igl161igi011eig161 he over-
looks matthew 1346 which is the obvious source for the title

brooke would have us believe that the idea of treasure in
heaven in the book of mormon is derived from a theme that
josephs grandfather solomon mack had developed in his
narrative 175 compare 176 274 he seems unaware of its
biblical parallels for example matt 620
this idea of an earthly sealing power says brooke was

first introduced in the book of mormon when nenephiphi
was granted powers of salvation and damnation whatsoever
ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven and whatso-
ever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven 194
citing hel 107 he fails to mention matthew 1619 where
the same power was granted to christs apostles

emma smith had long been called the elect lady a title in
at least one branch of high degree french masonry that admit-
ted women into special lodges 247 brooke not only gives
no evidence that this branch of french masonry was prac-
ticed in north america at the time ofjosephofjoseph smith it wasnt
but he ignores the words elect lady in 2 john 1111

brooke helpfully suggests that for a description of the
biblical tabernacle and temple probably available to
smith readers should see the genuine works of flavius
josephus new york 1821 376 n 49 but brooke has
overlooked a far more convenient source the bible in
exodus 25 36 1 kings 6 8 and I11 chronicles 21 28

brookes failure to demonstrate the superiority of his her-
metic model over biblical precedent is by no means his only
methodological failure time and again he asserts conclusions that
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do not follow from the evidence and analysis he presents his argu-
ment occasionally degenerates into the wildest of word associa-
tions susannah goddard howe for example was descended from
a family that brooke links with occult warfare in early
eighteenth century new england 67 susannah howes daughter
married a mormon john haven uncle of brigham young who
remembered that she believed that jacobs ladder was not yet
broken and that angels still continued to ascend and descend
70 brooke therefore infers that this seems to have been the

residual influence of the bewitchment of the goddardsGoddards apparently
by nat smith the immortalist god and that her statement indi-
cates that she was convinced that spirit and matter were insepa-
rably connected the central tenet of the mormon cosmology
70 this whole line of reasoning he derives from a secondhandasecondhand

allusion to genesis 2810 15

much of brookes argument rests on flimsy circumstantial evi-
dence especially tenuous genealogical and geographical relation-
ships 25 50 51 59 60 6563 707170 71 73 95 266 270 359 what
significance is there really in the datum that the counterfeiter
joseph bill was a second cousin once removed of samuel bill
who would marry joseph smiths aunt lydia mack in 1786 108

how many readers of this review can name let alone have been
deeply influenced by a second cousin once removed of a maternal
aunts husband brooke spends several pages 50 53 detailing the
occulticoccultic religiosity of joseph stafford in the early 1700s and
describing the magical and medical documents his family pre-
served from him after his death 5511 only to admit in passing 5533
that it was a different branch of the family his brother davids
descendants who did not have those documents with which the
smiths had contact a century afterwards

on pages 214 16 brooke proffers the existence of certain
pseudo aristotelian sex manuals on the american frontier as evi-
dence that joseph smith not only read them but that they also
influenced the plot of the book of mormon the white race of
nephitesNephites are he claims linked to the white male seed oiof aris
totlespotles book of problems but he confesses these links can
only be speculative 216 indeed
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the one point where brookes argument has any semblance
of substance is in his claim that joseph was a mason and therefore
could have been influenced by masonic lore and symbolism
repeating an old anti mormon claim brooke asserts that the
source for the account of the discovery of the golden plates is
the tale of enochs pillars in royal arch freemasonry 15759157 59
in fact the differences between the two accounts are far greater
than the similarities enoch is not mentioned in connection with
the coming forth of the book of mormon the enochian text is
inscribed on a stone pillar not on golden plates the one gold
plate in the enoch story was large and triangular not a book and
had only the ineffable name of god on it whereas the book of
mormon is composed of history and sermons enochs pillar con-
tained principles of the liberal arts particularly of masonry
brooke concludes that joseph smith claimedclaim ed to find golden
plates and masonic artifacts in a stone vault atop the hill cumorah
159 but joseph most emphatically did not brooke alone puts

these words in josephs mouth in order to make them seem simi-
lar to the masonic sources he quotes

brooke maintains that there is overwhelming evidence of
j

the continuity between masonic and mormon temple symbolism
249 in fact we find the similarities are limited to a few motifs

which are understood in quite different ways in the endowment
and in masonry but neither brooke nor any other environmental-
ist has ever attempted to account for these and other striking
differences for example webbs freemasonsFreemasons monitor a source
brooke claims influenced joseph mentions a vast number of
ideas and symbols that have absolutely no parallel in mormonism
ashlar tuscan doric ionic and corinthian architectural styles
the five senses the royal arch the seven liberal arts and sciences
a sword pointing to a naked heart the anchor the forty seventh
problem of euclid the hourglass scythe chisel and mallet lodge
and grand master 16 ifjoseph borrowed his ideas from masonry it
seems odd that the similarities are limited to a few items most of
which have known parallels to more ancient mysteries likewise
considering webbs citations and frequent use of quotations from
many parts of the bible in early masonic ceremonies should one
presume with brooke that joseph was decisively influenced in the
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development of the LDS temple creation drama by three verses
from genesis in a masonic manual 249 verses that he had read
many times in the bible

what then is the significance of alleged similarities between
masonry and LDS doctrine and the temple endowment does the
idea that early latter day saints might have borrowed and trans-
formed a few symbols from the masons explain mormon origins
anymore than the fact that early christians borrowed the crux
ansataaneata from the pagan egyptian ankh explains the origins of early
christianity symbols like words are readily transferred between
cultures or religions when this transference occurs we usually
find that although the symbols or words may be recognizably sim-
ilar their meaning in two cultures can be vastly different con-
trast for instance the symbolic meaning of the swastika in the late
twentieth century with its original indoeuropeanindo european meaning as a
symbol of the sun god which it retains today in hinduism

an adequate explanation of the relationship between mor-
monism and masonry must also explain the even more extensive
parallels between LDS doctrines and the religious ideas of antiq-
uity brookes claim that it is in reformation europe and revolu-
tionary england that we will find the closest analoguesanalogiesanalogues
indeed critical antecedents 5 emphasis added to LDS esoteric
doctrines is demonstrably wrong closer analoguesanalogiesanalogues can be found
in the rituals and esoteric doctrines of early christianity and
judaism in the eastern mediterranean in the centuries before
and after christ 17

unless brooke can demonstrate that his body of analoguesanalogiesanalogues is

superior both in quality and quantity to those adduced to josephs
revelations from ancient sources his thesis will unfortunately
remain unproven but however the question of the relationship
between mormonism and antiquity is resolved the fact remains
that whatever legitimate parallels brooke may have discovered
between mormonism and the hermetic or alchemical traditions
can best be explained by the fact that both traditions drew on the
same biblical and ancient antecedents
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NOTES

A much more extensive version of this review appears in review ofbooksof books
on the book of mormon 6 no 2 1994 3 58

ermeticismhermeticismermeticism is an esoteric and eclectic blend of ancient egyptian ideas
with neoplatonic and neopythagoreanpythagoreanNeo philosophy it focuses on the myth of the
fall and return of the soul through the seven planetary spheres of the celestial

jealyjealmrealm this return and deification is facilitated by obtaining an inner gnosis
knowledge of god through study of esoteric texts the corpus hermeticumHermet icum

instruction by an initiated master the contemplation of cosmology and theurgi-
cal ritual for a basic introduction to the corpus hermeticumHermet icum see brian P
copenhaver hermeticshermeticaHerme tica cambridge cambridge university press 1992 for an
introduction to the egyptian background of the hermeticshermeticahenneticaHermeHennericatica see garth fowden
the egyptian hermes A historical approach to the late pagan mind cam-
bridge cambridge university press 1986 the traditional renaissance corpus
has been expanded by new texts which have been classified by modem scholars
as hermetic see fowden egyptian hermes 3113 11 on hermeticism in the renais-
sance the classical study is frances amelia yates giordano bruno and the her-
metic tradition chicago university of chicago press 1979 see also elizabeth
ann ambrose tuethe hermeticshermeticaHermetica an annotated bibliography sixteenth century
bibliography 30 st louis center for reformation research 1992

3wesweawe used folio infobaseInfobase LDS collectors edition 1993
times and seasons 5 may 1 1844 526

bigham5brighamrigham young and othersjournalothers journal ofofdiscoursesdiscourses vol 3 liverpool F D

richards 1855 86 168 295 1856 hereafter cited as journalasjournaltournaialjournal of discourses
times and seasons 3 november 15 1841 780 the soharzoharSohar Zohar is

also mentioned in times and seasons 4 june 1 1843 222 by alexander
neibaur zohar is found seven times always in reference to a proper name in
the old testament

journal of discourses 5 september 20 1857 260
joseph smith jr history of the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed rev vol 4 salt lake city deseret book 1971
381 hereafter cited as history of the churchchurchy messenger and advocate june
1837 520 september 1837 570 times and seasons 2 august 2 1841 498
september 15 1841 545 4 september 1 1843 309 5 december 1I 1844

734joumal734 journaltournai ofdiscoursesof Discourses 14814814572231481457225145 7223 1028 1225 13332 14218 17155
history of the church 5384 times and seasons 4 may 15 1843 203
times101imes and seasons 2 june 1 1841 434 5 february 1 1844 427 6

june 1I 1845 916joumal916gig journal ofofdiscoursesdiscourses 246 13135
history of the church 4571 times and seasons 3 april 1 1842 743 3

may 161618421842 794joumal794 journal ofdiscoursesof Discourses 1275 215 3158 92 1010193193 14203
1212messengermessengerwessenger and advocate 3 october 1836 388 90 times and sea-

sons 3 november 15 1841 600 journal of discourses 6 july 24 1859
360 61 14203

13times and seasons 3 may 16 1842 794
jan shipps and john W welch eds thethejournalsjournals of william E mcclellinmclellinMcLellin

183118361831 1836 provo BYU studies 1994 3
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15courtneyjCourtneyJ lassetter dispensations of the gospel in encyclopedia of
mormonism ed daniel H ludlow vol 1 new york macmillan 1992 389

16thomas smith webb the2 be freemasonsFreemasons monitor or illustrations of
masonry 2dad ed new york southwick and crooker 1802 246 47 254 55

17seesee also truman G madsen ed the temple in antiquity ancient
records and modern perspectives provo utah religious studies center
brigham young university 1984 hugh nibley the7 be message of ththe eJosephjoseph smith
papyri an egyptian endowment salt lake city deseret book 1975 nibley
temple and cosmos beyond this ignorant present salt lake city deseret
book and FARMSFA RMS 1992 donald W parry ed temples of the ancient world
ritual and symbolism salt lake city deseret book and FARMS 1994 com-
pare such items chosen from among many as todd M compton the hanhand-
clasp

d
and embrace as tokens of recognition in by study and also by faith

essays in honor of hugh nibley on the occasion of his eightieth birthday 27
march 1990 ed john M lundquist and stephen D ricks 2 vols salt lake city
deseret book and FARMSparmsFA R MS 1990 1611 42 todd M compton the whole
token mystery symbolism in classical recognition drama epocbeepochiepochs 13 1985
1 8811 william J hamblin aspects of an early christian initiation ritual in by
study and also by faith 120221120221202 2211 interesting references to ancient ritual hand
gestures can be found in edward F campbelljrcampbellcampbelijr ruth anchor bible new york
doubleday 1965 74 gordon paul hugenberger marriage as a covenant A

study of biblical law and ethics governing marriage developedfromdeveloped from the per-
spectivespective ofmalachiofmalachi leiden EEJJ brill 1994 211 13137 266 for a brief wonder-
fully illustrated overview of the subject see john M lundquist the temple
meeting place of heaven and earth london thames and hudson 1993
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JOHN L BROOKE the Refiners fire thetubemakingtbemakingmaking of mormon
cosmology 164418441644 1844 cambridge cambridge univ press 1994

reviewed by davis bitton professor of history university of utah

this ambitious treatment of mormon origins and mormon
history will likely win plauditsplauditeplaudits after all how can you lose by com-
bining two subjects of interest hermeticism and mormonism
both tinged with controversy add magic and folk culture mix ini

a bit of quantification get advance recommendations from schol-
ars who should know their subject land a respected press to pub-
lish your work and then have it reviewed by people whose
mastery of the whole range of subject matter isJs lacking and a prize
should be in sight but is this fire or only smoke

with a range of apparent erudition that will overwhelm the
general reader brooke weaves a fascinating tale of influences that
allegedly converged and combined in the fertile megalomaniacal
mind of joseph smith to produce a vicious religious system the
person who reads only this book on the subject of mormonism
will conclude that mormonism is rotten at the core combining
superstition and pseudosciencepseudoscience in an unholy synthesis and that its
early followers were quite simply dunces in fact in an audacious
final summary of the history of the past century brooke tars mod-
ern

mod-
em mormonscormons with the same brush only a dimwitdinwit ignorant and
devoid of character could believe this religion that the Refiners
fire has serious methodological flaws that its central thesis re-
mains unproved will predictably be overlooked by those who
have neither the time nor the ability to do a close reading or by
those whose predisposition assures a welcome to any book that
disparages mormonscormonsMormons

it is important to understand clearly what is at issue no in-
formed mormon would deny similarities between mormonism and
other religions or other thinkers the explanation for these has
been twofold 1 on repeated occasions in the past when apostasy
from the true gospel occurred individual practices or teachings
remained as fragments and 2 the gospel includes all truth and is

therefore receptive to true statements or principles from any
source in general therefore the discovery of similarities or parallels

t
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does not threaten mormonism for it is in the restored gospel that
these are all fully integrated and properly understood but this
comfortable recognition hardly requires mormonscormons to accept any
and all assertions of similarity especially when coupled with a
charge or claim of influence that precludes revelation

mormonism has of course been the subject of examination
from its inception what we ask has brooke contributed what
new explanations of joseph smith and mormonism does he ad-
vance that some notions from the world of popular magic and
divining were believed by members of the smith family and some
other early converts not new that ideas of a graded system of sal-
vation might have been derived from writings such as those of
thomas dick old hat that smith ever read dick remains
unproven but the similarity such as it is is there for all to consider
and has been well known to any serious student since at least 1945

what about the similarities between masonic rituals and the
temple ceremonies excited anti mormonscormons raised that charge in
the 1840s and it has recurred as a predictable refrain ever since
mervin hogan and others familiar with both have calmly
explained their basic differences more importantly early mor
mons who had been masons experienced no cognitive dissonance
when they participated in the temple ceremonies external or
superficial similarities did not mean that the holy endowment
a christ centered ordinance was merely warmed over masonry
we could go on and on john brooke has pulled into his work
many stale allegations that have been around for a long time

with the dizzying pace of brookes study names and terms
are thrown around furiously and chronological grounding is made
difficult by repeated jumps across time and its ponderous schol-
arly apparatus at the back of the book in numbered endnotes
each usually containing several references the general reader
will be swept away understanding or retaining few of the details
but brookes large simple distorted conclusions will stick joseph
smith a moronic superstitious knave a lecher a would be dicta-
tor was somehow the outlet for mysterious influences from the
past that reached him not exactly through subterranean channels
but through a process of dilution and cultural transmission that
eventuated in the folk beliefs of his progenitors never mind
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that brookes approach fails to consider or account for dozens of
the most basic claims and teachings of the restored gospel

what then is the brooke thesis first of all it is thoroughly
naturalistic no openings for any divine influences here one re-
quires little imagination to realize what the same approach would
do with the new testament gospels and early christianity but
instead of merely rehashing the old charges although there is
rehashing aplenty the author lumps them together into a large
interpretation on which he places his signature the primary shap-
ing influence on joseph smith and mormonism was here it
comes hermeticism

the body of ancient writings collectively termed hermetic
was revived in renaissance florence at the instigation of cosimo
de medici he funded and encouraged marsilio ficinocicino to complete
and publish the corpus hermeticumHermeticum a compilation of some
nineteen treatises this project was completed even before his
massive edition of platos dialogues and the subsequent theolog
ica platonidaplatonicaPlatonica these works are heavy going to say the least
they provide a basis for mysticism using the word in its narrow
sense and stimulated a series of intellectuals in sixteenth and
seventeenth century europe along with revived platonism the
hermetical teachings have been credited with influencing even
early modern science

brookes theory is that hermeticism was also the looming
presence behind mormonism however after all of the hoopla
brooke concedes that joseph smith did not consult the corpus
hermeticumHermet icum in fact the total number of alleged parallels between
mormonism and hermeticism is only two divinization and the
coniunctio on occasion he adds the preexistencepreexistence and materiality
of spirit

how then does brooke make a book out of this how does
he try to make his case answer he creates a new entity this con-
struct is fabricated out of hermeticism or selected particles thereof
but it is also much more it is hermeticism radical protestant
restorationism millennialism rosicrucianism freemasonry
witchcraft popular religion divining counterfeiting communcomman
itarianism brookes mind breezily glides from one to another of
these but instead of making proper distinctions he treats them as
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a single coherent concrete phenomenon over and over again
whatever the specific topic the adjective hermetical will crop
up in a magical act of which the illusionist david copperfield
would be proud the author reidiesreifies into a single entity the variety
of influences that for him explain the otherwise unique and
inexplicable 279 aspects of mormonism

the hermetic presence is amorphous shifting and wonder-
fully adaptable with a wave of the wand brooke has performed
an alchemical trick of his own I1 do not accuse him of creating this
loaf ex dibilonihilonibilo but of mixing together a variety of ingredients toss-
ing it into the oven overbakingovertakingoverbaking and then assuming that the re-
sulting crust actually once existed in historical time

it is unbelievable to me that other scholars of early national
america would find this methodology acceptable one wonders
how often this explanatory principle hermetic subculture as a

unified if ill defined concept not unlike the once fashionable zeit-
geist will be applied to other historical problems in the early
national period after all count the mystical symbols on the back
of a one dollar bill or the number of early united states presidents
who were masons does this justify a hermetical theory for the ori-
gins of the US constitution I1 think I1 now understand one criti-
cism of brookes earlier book his model postulates a dichotomy
that forces him to strap his complex arguments to a rather pro-
crusteancrustean intellectual bed 2

it is childs play to point out inaccuracies in this pretentious
work thomsonian medicine is consistently misspelled as
thompsonianThompsonian 32 7573 joseph smith did not claim ritual iden-

tity with ancient enoch 198 mormonscormons do not consider peter
james and john to be archangels 192 references to the first
born and the only begotten as the same person do not mean a

melding ofadam and christ 199 both terms refer to jesus christ
who was the firstbornFirstborn in the spirit and the only begotten in the
flesh are these minor details to be shrugged off perhaps but a

scholar so careless of such details might be suspected ofplaying fast
and loose with other matters including his general interpretation

the adequacy of the hermeticism mormonism interpretation
the brooke thesis depends on establishing the connection it is

not enough in other words to find bits and pieces here and there
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or to advance a series of could haves or might haves to be
conclusive the interpretation must demonstrate the connections
and prove them by providing specific documentation alert to this
question anxious to see precisely what brooke claims I1 have
recreated the thesaurus from which he selected his key terminol-
ogy in hermeticism he claims to find parallels analoguesanalogiesanalogues ante-
cedentscedents affinities anticipations and resonances hermeticism
in one or another of its disguises provided the predisposition
precondition framework and groundwork for mormonism but
for brooke these are not just interesting similarities causal influ-
ence is repeatedly suggested if not stated mormonism rested
on was rooted in and was shaped by none other than the
omnipresent amorphous hermeticism brooke is cagey he some-
times chooses verbs that claim less in its popular persona as pop-
ularized and diluted in backwoods new england for example his
hermeticism was much entangled with the formative origins of
mormonism 58

but where are the connections let the historian show us the
transmission exactly how joseph smith arrived there the cen-
tral problem of this study is not quite so clear we read 204
indeed but this honest admission does not prevent our sleuth
from immediately explaining just how the prophet did it although
joseph smith did not have a copy of the corpus hermeticumHermet icum at
hand he arrived at an approximation of many of its funda-
mental points by a process of reassembling scattered doc-
trines available in dissenting and hermetic sources fused
and extended by what mormonscormons would call revelation and by
what others would call a very powerful imagination 204 some
might suggest that john brooke is not lacking in imagination are
intelligent readers and reviewers really going to let brooke get
away with such slovenliness in their delight at a general interpre-
tation that disposes of mormonism while regaling the reader with
everything from a dizzy tour of the intellectual history of early
modern europe to the varieties of counterfeiting in the backwoods
of early national america to a partridge in a pear tree will readers
forget the elementary canons of logic and proof

groundwork and framework if I1 am not mistaken usually
refer to a set of conditions that provide the basis or the matrix for
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something at one point in brookes usage these become active
forces perhaps he writes fused with a comprehensive command
of the biblical scriptures this groundwork in popular hermeticism
provided a sufficient framework to shape the new theology as con-
ceived in may 1833 205 notice the term sufficient no multi-
ple causation for brooke

fused with a comprehensive command of the biblical scrip-
tures this recognition seems to come grudgingly at one point
72 after jan shipps called it to his attention brooke admits the

bible as a possible source at another point 159 the bible is men-
tioned as an afterthought which raises a general question are any
of the major doctrines and practices of mormonism found in the
bible faith repentance A church organization with twelve apos-
tles if this is too easy and obvious let us try enoch and mel-
chizedekchizedek or how about the return of elijah or baptism for the
dead having no poor among them for they had all things in com-
mon could this be found somewhere in the book of acts the
11 restitution of all things was this made up out of whole cloth by
the wily joseph smith or did he find it in a secret manual during a
nocturnal treasure hunt

to find that plural marriage might be divinely authorized
under certain circumstances joseph smith had no need to run
around looking for contemporary communities whose gender rela-
tionshipstionships were nontraditional and seventeenth century sexual
manuals reprinted in early america which joseph smith might
have read because he and emma might have been experiencing fer-
tility problems are unneeded as an explanation for the introduction
of polygyny the bible itself provides ample precedent and the
book of mormon which brooke must have read hurriedly suggests
that under certain circumstances the lord would command it ifwe
are looking for a single major shaping influence on joseph smith if
we have ruled out multiple influences and divine revelation then
assuredly it must be not hermeticism but the bible

two related mormon doctrines are particularly hard for
brooke to countenance the first of these is divinization and the
second is having ones calling and election made sure through
a second anointing mormonscormons of course have never heard of divin-
izationization they never use the term they do think that all humans
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have the potential of becoming divine during the eonsbons ahead most
may not make it for strait is the gate and narrow the way but the
potential is there humans children of god are of a divine race
they are gods in embryo it is this scandalous doctrine that for
brooke must have come from the hermetic literature having
read quite extensively in the hermetic literature I1 find this ludi-
crous to be sure passages in the writings of both ficinocicino and pico
as of their ancient predecessors speak of the divine potential of
humans granted to them by their creator but if historians want to
find a groundwork for such a doctrine all they have to do is open
the bible Is god holy and perfect are humans commanded to be
holy and perfect Is jesus divine are christians asked to follow
him Is the imitation of christ a concept that modern secular
professors have never heard of what reward did jesus christ hold
out for his faithful disciples did brooke consider the implications
of their being joint heirs rom 817 of course such ideas were
foolishness to the jews and a scandal to the gentiles and they may
evoke embarrassed giggles from modernmodem intellectuals but when
joseph smith restored the ancient understanding he did not have
to pore over hermetic lore

with reference to second anointingsanointings brooke seems to think
of mormonscormonsMormons or at least some of them as insufferable prigsbrigs who
strut around thinking of themselves as gods brooke draws here
from the work of other scholars A little fieldwork among living
breathing mormonscormons would lead to the surprising discovery that
they are much like anyone else second anointingsanointings are not part of
their usual vocabulary those who are regular temple goers are the
least likely to be self satisfied or pompous instead they tend to be
humble disciples engaged in unselfish christian service of course
that is a judgment but it is based on more extensive field work on
this particular population than I11 think brooke performed

having read the anti mormon literature brooke is anxious
to expel mormonscormons from the ranks of christians no ecumenical
welcome mats here but having also read the book of mormon or at
least parts of it he must be aware of its powerful message that jesus
is the christ a message that thumps like a refrain through page after
page chapter after chapter to counter that inescapable fact he selec-
tively points his historians camera to sixteenth seventeenth and
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eighteenth century thinkers and movements to popular beliefs and
possible family connections in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies and finally to episodes in mormon history that seen through
the eyes of the enemies and persecutors proved mendacity
immorality lawlessness and imperial ambitions those beliefs that
he considers decidedly outside the pale divinization eternal mar-
riage the temple ceremonies are presented in the most negative
possible light this is not neutral exposition not much chance that
people thus portrayed could be taken for christians

on a more serious theological level brooke following earlier
writers sees the mormonscormons as modern pelagiansPelagians who deny divine
grace which of course is consistent with the portrayal of mor
mons as people who on their own claim to become gods and god-
desses the subject of pelagianism and its surrounding concepts is
a complex one and theologians are not in agreement on all of the
specifics not all christians have joined the magisterial reformers
in denying free will to humans and more than a few especially
among catholic theologians allow for individual responsibility and
repentance all of course through the grace of god rather than
acknowledging this complexity and the substantial agreement
between mormonscormons and many other christians on such issues
brooke wishes to brand mormonscormons with the mark of a classical
heresy but mormonscormons believe more about christ than many late
twentieth century individuals and groups whose christianity is
never called into question

one of the most interesting sections of the finersrefinersrefineryRe fire
explores the background of those who embraced mormonism
brooke inventively employs a methodology that I1 suspect willwin be
praised I1 praise the effort but must point out the meager results
in fact the argument is fundamentally flawed he or his re-
searcher used genealogical records to trace fifty three early mormon
families to their point of immigration in quite a few cases it was
discovered that ancestors were engaged in divining witchcraft
masonry antimasonryanti masonry or some kind of popular religion or alter-
natively that they lived in localities where these kinds of things
were known to exist brookes search also uncovered some
instances of treasure seeking and counterfeiting the reader stag-
gers away from the catalogue of horrors thoroughly convinced of
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a nefarious conspiracy or at least an intricate spider web of dark
practices that converged on joseph smith and predisposed certain
people to accept his message

why object to such an analysis consider the mathematics
each person has many ancestors we go back geometrically 2 par-
ents 4 grandparents 8 great grandparents 16 32 64 128 and so
on at each generation one can add uncles aunts cousins friends
and neighbors A fishing expedition into anyones ancestry is likely
to turn up examples of superstition or eccentricity looking at
the brooke ancestral analysis in this light I1 am impressed by the
paucity of hard data and the virtual absence of demonstrated con-
nection across time other readers may find his argument convinc-
ing but let his approach be used on the ancestors of a lutheran
congregation or a ladies literary guild as a control group and if the
results are not about the same we shall better know how to assess
this methodology

in a way the ancestral analysis catches brooke in a trap if it was
their superstition and heterodoxy that predisposed early converts to
accept the mormon preaching how do we explain the fact that the
missionaries had continued success in many locations among various
peoples for the dramatic conversions in england brooke has a
ready explanation they came from the midlands and were part of the
dissenting subculture there is some truth to this statement of
course as we have long known in the case of wilford woodruff and
the irvingitesIrvingites but I1 do not see a serious quantitative study here such
as malcolm R thorp has produced or one that thoroughly explores
motives decade by decade in different geographical locations such
as prussia tonga or mexico that there was some predisposition on
the part of some converts is an unhelpful truism

the statement most often repeated by the early converts
themselves was that they were unhappy with contemporary chris-
tianity and were looking for something better something purer
something closer to the new testament pattern they were
11 seekers 1133 if I1 have read him correctly brooke quite conveniently
buries this fact in that large ball of wax that he labels popular her-
meticismmeticism I1 also have to wonder how current conversions fit into
his framework are converts in brazil and thailand in new york
and haiti in nigeria and the czech republic predisposed
by hermeticism
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one would think if brookes interpretation is sound that
somewhere a mormon convert would say something like this
1I used to enjoy that money digging and alchemy oh it was fun
to get together with the boys and talk about making gold and sil-
ver and even trying experiments and we used to think much
about divinization how we poor folks were really gods and oh
that coniunctio really turned us on how we wished to find a reli-
gion that had all this stuffstuffl when the mormon missionaries came
and proclaimed these as doctrines the new religion offered why
who could resist such a pitch now that we are in the true faith
how thankful we are to carry on our belief in and practice of all
these things we considered precious all right all right I1 exag-
gerate but while many converts spoke of seeking the primitive
church and the restitution of all things why did no one ever say
anything remotely like this

at times brooke seems to know that his book is wildly out
of control that he is not methodically establishing anything all of
these points he concedes in chapter 3 are perforce speculative in
places 87 the understatement of the century that should stand
as a disclaimer at the head of every chapter he may claim that he
is just exploring 278 but he wishes to leave the impression he is
proving and demonstrating his cries of fire are false alarms

I1 wish I1 could give the finersrefinersrefineryRe fire high marks for it would
be a pleasure to welcome another researcher into the inex-
haustiblehaustible and rich fields of mormon history but brooke for all his
bravado fails to make his case fails to prove the nexus between
his ill defined hermeticism and mormonism fails to preclude other
possible sources fails to demonstrate that his hermetic underworld
impinged significantly on the restored gospel or on the religious
experience of latter day saints for the general reader wishing
to learn about mormonscormons and their history his book creates an
interpretation that is unduly dark and fundamentally misleading
it will of course be greeted enthusiastically by anti mormonscormons
now theres a prepared audience for you but if the author meant
to describe real latter day saints and what it was that led thou-
sands of them to sacrifice their liveshivesilvesbives fortunes and sacred honor
he misses the target
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LYNDON W COOK william law biographical essay nauvoo
diary correspondence interview orem utah grandin book
1994 xiii 164 ppap index 169516.951695

reviewed by scott H fauhbauhfaulringing assistant professor of aerospace studies at
brigham young university

I1 have long admired lyndon cooks persistent painstaking
efforts in writing enlightening historical biographical commentaries
and editing important historical documents crucial to the study of
joseph smith and early mormon history 1 his most recent contribu-
tion william law principally a primary source monograph sur-
veys the thoughts and actions of this apostate who was a member
of the first presidency during the final year of the prophet joseph
smiths life the reader of this book will gain a deeper understand-
ingingofindofof the tensions and emotions of this turbulent period ofmormon
history cook is to be commended for researching and docudocumentingmenting
the early faith and later struggles of william law modern students
of mormon history now have a closer more personal glimpse of
this controversial church leaders life

william law 1809 1892 assisted by his older brother wil-
son along with the foster and higbee brothers and several other
active nauvoo dissenters published the first and only issue of the
antagonistic nauvoo expositor which included among other
things a scandalous and hostile expose of joseph smiths polyga-
mous activities laws expositor fanned the already hot flames of
conflict between him and leading mormon elders through the
auspices of the nauvoo city council joseph smith acting as
mayor condemned the expositor press as a public nuisance and
ordered it destroyed when nauvoo citizens acted on the
prophets request he and his brother hyrum were arrested for pro-
moting a riot incarcerated at carthage illinois and killed by a
vigilante mob who stormed the jail that tragedy was the capstone
of an emotionally tempestuous religious conflict that had existed
for at least half a year between the mormon prophet leader and his
second counselor in william laws view their differences were
monumental from late 18431845 until early 1844 joseph smiths
hopes for reconciliation with his counselor in the first presidency
dimmed while the animosity between them deepened
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the greatest practical and theological difference between
william law and joseph smith involved the morality of polygamy
cooks monograph misfillsmls a conspicuous void by providing modernmodem
researchers with laws negative views on the introduction and
early practice of celestial marriage few church members knew of
the private teachings and guarded activities of joseph smith and
his confidants church leaders in nauvoo publicly denied any
involvement in polygamous relationships As cook points out
william law although an endowed member of the anointed quo-
rum was unaware for some time that joseph smith and others had
been sealed to additional wives 23 24 ironically in the summer
of 1842 law defended the prophet against the vicious spiritual
wife accusations leveled by another disgruntled counselor in the
first presidency john C bennett this book describes in detail
laws reaction to nauvoosNauvoos clandestine plural marriages and his
subsequent alienation from smith and the other leaders over this
and other religious and political issues

although the first section of cooks monograph is a bio-
graphical essay providing an overview of william law and his life

the parts of the book are disconnected the book has no intro-
duction cook could have helped the reader by writing a general
overview explaining the relationship of the essay with the various
documents in the rest of the book also cook might have
described his documentary editorial procedures included a
william law chronology and transcribed other relevant docu-
ments for example the prospectus for the nauvoo expositor and
laws own contributions to the expositor

the biographical essay is a near verbatim reproduction of
cooks 1982 william law article 2 comprising more than twenty
percent of the book the essay is still the most complete synopsis
on william law and from that standpoint alone it is an important
offering cook details five points of contention 13 27 that in
william laws mind justified his apostasy law believed that the
prophet joseph smith 1 defied illinois state law 2 manipulated
politicians for selfish purposes 3 ignored the established order
of the church during his laws excommunication trial 4 used
ecclesiastical authority to control the financial affairs of the saints
and 5 introduced false doctrines and corrupt clandestine prac-
tices thereby corrupting his priesthood authority this article
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explores all five points objectively with substantial support from
relevant primary sources

except for some minor adjustments cook has not expanded
or updated the biographical article he does reverse the spin of his
opening paragraph in 1982 it read dissent is not a novel topic in
mormon history nor is it the most urgent issue confronting the
church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints today twelve years later
it reads dissent is not a novel topic in mormon history yet it is
an urgent issue confronting the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day
saints today 1 emphasis added in 1994 cooks references show
signs of age and scholarly neglect all the secondary sources in the
footnotes are dated before 1982 for instance he cites an earlier
less accurate version of his revelations of the prophet joseph
smith 3 cook does not cross refreferenceerencearence manuscript sources used or
cited in the footnotes which have since 1982 been published thus
making these documents more accessible to the general reader for
instance cook refers to the 1974 published version ofwilliam clay
tons 1840 1842 journal but not to the printed wilford woodruff
journal published in 1983 4 nor to either of the published versions
of josephofjoseph smiths diary thus footnote 51 directs the reader to an
unpublished revelation in joseph smiths scriptory book a docu-
ment which has been printed twice since 1982 5

undoubtedly the books most significant addition to the cor-
pus of mormon nauvoo history is william laws 1844 diary pub-
lished in its entirety for the first time the record of doings
at nauvoo covers in sporadic entries the period of january 1

through the latter part of june 1844 this remarkable personal
record captures the spiritual and emotional pain law felt as he was
tried and tested by the doctrinal and moral issues that confronted
him in nauvoo

for unexplained reasons cook does not in this section iden-
tify the location of the original diary though an obscure footnote
midway through the biographical essay reveals that the diary is in
private custody 18 n 5553 readers deserve tornowtoknowto know the prove-
nance of a previously unpublished diary particularly in the wake
of mark hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns nefarious activities forging manuscripts in the
1980s at a minimum the diarysdiarus physical characteristics should
have been described and bracketed page numbers inserted to des-
ignate the division of the original text while the procedures used
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for editing the diary and other historical documents in william
law are never explicitly described cook seems to have taken a
minimalist approach supplying a literal transcription without any
editorial apparatus to expand or clarify the text

laws nauvoo diary is annotated with a judicious number of
footnotes adequate yet not interfering with the strength of the
primary text however in two instances the footnotes are too
lengthy and hence are typographical eyesores footnotes 7 and 11

each over two and a half pages long include extensive extracts
from supporting documents these sources if so important
should have been included in the books appendix in spite of
these deficiencies in annotation laws diary is a vivid testament to
his heartrending challenges in faith and devotion to the mormon
church and its leaders

As is the biographical article the correspondence section
including the first six letters ranging in date from 1837 to 1840

and their accompanying footnotes is reprinted from another
of cooks BYU studies articles with only slight modification 6

to these pre 1841 writings cook has added three documents from
the times and seasons that were written by law eight letters
from law and one affidavit these documents provide interesting
details that continue to challenge those who study the subject of
mormon polygamy in nauvoo basic bibliographic information is
given at the beginning of each document but no page references
are given for the previously published material

the lengthy wilhelm wyl william law interview conducted
in march 1887 is included as the fourth section 7 because law was
joseph smiths close associate this reminiscence of his time with
the mormonscormons is revealing without an introduction or overview
however the reader knows little of the context or background
of the interview given the strong antipolygamy sentiment in amer-
ica the anti mormon bent of interviewer wilhelm wyl laws bitter
opposition to the prophet joseph smith and publication of the
interview in an openly anti mormon salt lake newspaper it comes
as no surprise that laws recollections were predominately negative

the last section of the book contains miscellaneous docu-
ments joseph smiths positive 1842 characterization of william
and wilson law and an exchange of six letters from mayor joseph
smith to nauvoo legion major general wilson law cook does
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not indicate whether hehadchehadhe had access to the originals of these items
in joseph smiths 1842 journal book of the law of the lord
or used dean C jesseesjessesJessees transcription of the letters in papers of
joseph smitasmithsmitb 2407 17.17

generally this books index is comprehensive cook provides
detailed biographical topical subdescriptionsdescriptionssub to guide the reader
to specifics however a few omissions and mistakes detract from
the indexsinders utility for instance there is a contradiction in the index
entry for revelation on plural marriage see entry on p 160

the index asserts wilson law claims original 1843 revela-
tion was much longer emphasis added on pages 128 29 the
reader finds the exact opposite 1 I remember distinctly that
the original 1843 revelation given me by hyrum was MUCH
SHORTER emphasis in original

the cloth cover is handsome but the dust jacket design has
a serious weakness a backdrop photograph of law not included
anywhere else in the book is obscured by a dark purple back-
ground with gold lettering 8

still I1 highly recommend this book william law is a worth-
while presentation of the oppositions rationale for opposing the
critical doctrinal developments of the prophets last years the vari-
ety of william law related documents brought together in this
book provides substantial historical meat useful in understand-
ing the mindsetmindret of these dissenters in nauvoo

NOTES

his most noteworthy works include the following with andrew F ehat
eds the words of josephofjoseph smith the contemporary accounts of the nauvoo
discourses of the prophetiosephprophet joseph orem utah grandin book 1991 with don-
ald Q cannon eds far west record minutes of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of
latter day saints 183018441830 1844 salt lake city deseret book 1983 the revela-
tions of the prophetjosepbprophet joseph A historical and biographical commentary of the
doctrine and covenants salt lake city deseret book 1985joseph1985 joseph smith and
the law of consecration orem utah keepsake paperbacks 1991 joseph C

kingsbury A biography orem utah grandin book 1985 with milton V back-
man jr eds kirtland elders quorum record 183618411836 1841 orem utah
grandin book 1985 and aaronjobnsonaaron johnson correspondence orem utah center
for research of mormon origins 1990
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2seeaseeee lyndon W cook william law nauvoo dissenter BYU studies 22
winter 1982 47 72

3thisthisathis book was originally published in 1981 by seventysSeventys mission book
store four years later in april 1985 deseret book republished in a corrected
edition revelations of the propbetjosephprophet joseph smith

see scott G kenney ed wilfordwiford woodruff s journal 9 vols salt lake
city signature books 1983 85 2169

5seeaseeee scott H faulring ed an american prophets record the diaries
andjournalsand journals of ofjosephjoseph smith salt lake city signature books 1989 19192191 92
and dean C jessee ed the papers of joseph smith 2 vols salt lake city
deseret book 1992 22532253542255542.2535422535454

secseeee lyndon W cook brotherjosephbrotherBrothe josephrjoseph Is truly a wonderful man he Is all
we could wish a prophet to be pre 1844 letters of william law BYU studies
20 winter 1980 207 18 the subtitle of this article is curious since all of the let-
ters are pre 1841 versus pre 1844 these letters are reproduced from manu-
scripts in the archives division historical department the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints salt lake city

7the71beathe interview was published in thejulythe july 31 1887 issue of the salt lake
daily tribune

an unobstructed copy of the photograph is found in cooks william law
nauvoo dissenter BYU studies 22 winter 1982 50
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N B LUNDWALLLUNDVALL comp temples of the mosthighMosmost tHighhigh salt lake city
bookcraft 1993 originally published 1941 revised 1966 x 427
ppap 46 illustrations index 11.951195

RICHARD NEITZEL HOLZAPFEL every stone a sermon salt
lake city bookcraft 1992 xi 126 ppap 54 illustrations appendix
index 159515.951595

NELSON B WADSWORTH set in stone fixed in glass the great
mormon temple and its photographers salt lake city signature
books 1992 xi 388 ppap 350 illustrations index 3995599539.953995

C MARK HAMILTON with C NINA CUTRUBUS the salt lake
temple A monument to a people salt lake city university ser-
vices 1983 reprinted 1993 208 ppap 99 illustrations 500050.005000

J FREDERIC VOROSVOROSJRJR and KATHLEEN B PETERSON illustratorinustrator
the stones of the temple salt lake city deseret book and primary
press 1993 32 ppap 21 illustrations 129512.951295

reviewed by richard H cracroft professor of english brigham young university

the yearlongyear long celebration of the centennial of the april 6
1893 dedication of the salt lake temple sparked the publication
and republication of a variety of books celebrating this landmark
event in the history of the church and utah editor annie wells
cannon spoke for the mormon people when she wrote in the may
1893 issue of comanswomans exponent that the dedication of the salt
lake temple was to the saints the greatest event for many years
she added the understatement that now that it is so handsomely
completed well may we feel proud and happy in holzapfel 93
today a century later the salt lake temple remains for many
the temple the proud and venerable flagship of the fleet and

arguably one of the most remarkable edifices built during the nine-
teenth century

the sacred nature of temple ceremonies prevented latter day
saints from writing about their temples until elder james E

talmage then newly called to the quorum of the twelve was
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commissioned by the first presidency to write the house of the
lord A study of holy sanctuaries ancient and modern 1912
reprint 1962 1976 which remained for several decades the
definitive treatment of mormon temples and rites then in 1965

W A raynor published the everlasting spires A story of the salt
lake temple followed by john K edmundssEdmundedmundsoss through temple
doors 1978 elder boyd K packers the holy temple 1980
elder royden G derricks temples in the last days 1987 and
richard 0 cowans temples to dot the earth 1989 now the salt
lake temple dedicatory centennial has evoked several valuable
additions to the short shelf of books about latter day saint temples
and in particular the salt lake temple itself

A notable reissue for the centennial in bookcraftsbookcraftBookcraftsIs attractive
collectors edition series is N B lundwallslundwaltsLundwallswalTswaitswaliswails temples of the most
high lundwall that father of allailaliann LDS compilers scrapbookedscrapbooked rare
and invaluable writings byauthorities of the church into the vision
or the degrees of glory 1939 he later assembled in the fate of
the persecutors of the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith 1952 a similar pas-
tiche of undigested variously sound and occasionally dubious his-
torical data about joseph smith jr his life death burial family
and the trial and eventual fates of his murderers for seasoned
saints those over age fifty the reissue of temples of the most
high is a sentimental return to earlier apologiasapologies such as hugh nib
leys lehi in the desert 1952 which revealed to many the rich
store in journals diaries letters narratives sermons newspaper
accounts and other lore beyond B H robertss wonderful his-
tory of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints 1902 and
joseph fielding smiths very serviceable essentials in church
history 1922

under the capstone of each of the latter day saint temples
lundwall brought together a curious haphazard documentary his-
tory of the temples from the dedicatory prayers and services and
the physical dimensions and construction history to long buried
accounts of events centering in the various temples he originally
wrote about the temples constructed from kirtland days through
the 1930s in the revision lundwall added chapters for succeed-
ing temples through the oakland temple 1964 the reissue
makes no attempt to update information about the temples built
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since 1964 even though several illiffiiiinfinn organized addenda to the 1968
revision provide additional information regarding the now long
superseded temple renovationsovationsren of the 1960s reading this paste and
scissors scrapbook with its oh by the way addenda is much like trying
to make sense of a refrigeration manual which has been irregularly
and haphazardly updated for twenty years after its initial issue

stillstiff temples of the most high provides the only ready access
to some of the great spiritual and visionary experiences associated
with the various temples for example this volume is where most
of us first read of the appearance of the savior to lorenzo snow in
the salt lake temple of brigham youngs statement that the manti
temple site had been previously dedicated by moroni or of other
little known but remarkable manifestations of the lords accep-
tance of the various latter day temples lundwall has made these
spiritual events accessible to several generations of latter day
saints and this timely and interesting reissue of a roughhewnrough hewn but
often moving classic makes the physical and spiritual history of a
century of LDS temples available to current believing generations

A far different kind of book but every bit as valuable to the
latter day saints is every stone a sermon by richard neitzel
holzapfel holzapfel centers his thorough well balanced and well
written historical account of the construction of the salt lake tem-
ple on intriguing and often overlooked aspects of the more than
forty eventful years it took to build the edifice he keeps his focus
fixed on the impressions of men and women who recorded in let-
ters journals and diaries their accounts of events taking place on
and about temple square he includes emma bennetts giving
birth to a baby boy in one of the smaller rooms of the temple after
one of the dedicatory sessions 82 incidentally brother and sis-
ter bennett returned to the temple on april 15 eight days later so
the baby could receive a special blessing from elderjosephelderEldeeidereide rjosephjoseph E smith
who named the child joseph temple bennett

holzapfel carefully sets individual mormon responses to the
construction painting decorating furnishing rush to comple-
tion and the memorable dedication of the temple in the contexts
of the shifting social and political climates of the late nineteenth
century for example he points out that within a few months
after the dedication the mormon tabernacle choir won second
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place in an international choir competition at the chicago worlds
fair at the same time that the US government was finally begin-
ning the process of returning confiscated church property 84
every stone a sermon is a fascinating book a worthwhile read-
ing experience

very different in its focus centered as it is on the temples
architecture artistry and symbolism is the graphically stunning
reissue of the salt lake temple A monument to a people
by C mark hamilton professor of art at BYU in collaboration with
C nina cutrubus of special interest is the beautifully illustrated
section tracing the influence of british architecture on brigham
young and temple architects william ward jr both truman 0
angell sr and jr and joseph don carlos young also fascinating
are hitherto generally unavailable architectural plans and studies
for the temple as well as ralph savages 1911 photographs of the
temple interior published in their entirety for the first time hamil-
tons incisive chapter on the symbolism of the exterior is a
major contribution to LDS architectural history

another remarkable treat has been offered aficionados of the
salt lake temple and early salt lake history in nelson B wads
worths set in stone fixed in glass the great mormon temple
and its photographers wadsworth recounts the outlines of the
history of the salt lake temple through the camera eye of eleven
pioneer photographers who documented not only the temples
construction but much of the community life and progress of salt
lake city

this impressive volume contains 366 rare photographs
including some forbidden photos by gisbert bossard a disaf-
fected swiss convert bankrolledbankrolled by max florence a gentile salt
lake businessman who later did time for bootlegging armed
with a rapid lens camera and magnesium flashlight bossard per-
suaded a gardener in 1911 to allow him to enter the temple pres-

ident joseph FE smith defusedrefused bossardsbossardtBossards extortion attempt and
obviated the value of his illicitly obtained photographs by com-
missioning james E talmage a university of utah professor and
not yet member of the quorum of the twelve though that calling
would come before the book was finished to write a book about
the salt lake temple a book which would also include interior
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photographs by ralph savage son of charles R savage also
included in talmagesbalmagesTalmages volume are the photography of marsena
cannon edward martin C W carter C W symons george edward
anderson james H crockwell charles ellisElliellisjohnsonsjohnsonjohnson james william
shipler and harry shipler

concluding this review of recent books about the salt lake
temple is a very different perspective of the temple an adult de-
scribing the temple and its history to a child the stones of the
temple written by J frederic voros jr and illustrated by kath-
leen B peterson is a lovingly simple and simply lovely illustrated
childrens book which speaks to all ages evoking the rich spiritual
meaning of the edifice through the history and architecture of the
building speaking in voross simple but richly imaged language of
faith and works that are made graphic by petersons luminous and
vivid art this little book has soul appropriate to the loftiness of its
subject voros concludes his lyrical text thus it is his house the
walls are his the towers and spires are his the laughing chil-
dren the golden trumpeter the praying prophet and the shouting
people all these are his and you too are his 28

the new york times noted in its april 7 1893 edition the
mormon temple is a significant monument in enduring stone to
the power and resistless growth of the mormon church in hol-
zapfel 97 shortly before his death elder B H roberts writing
about the salt lake temple expressed an expanded meaning of
this monument in enduring stone

I1 hold this temple sacred in my heart it is a mass testimony of
a whole people a testimony to the world that god has spoken and
that he has revealed his truths once more for the salvation of men
and has ushered in the dispensation of the fullness of times the salt
lake temple is a community testimony of the gospel of jesus
christ and becomes a witness wherever its architectural beauty
is published to the world holzapfel 105

the several books honoring the salt lake temple in its centenary
have lasting value and affirm that impressive testimony in impos-
ing stone
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NELSON B WADSWORTH set in stone fixed in glass thethe great
mormon temple and its photographers salt lake city signature
books 1992 xi 388 ppap photographs and index 399539 95

RICHARD NEITZEL HOLZAPFEL and T JEFFERY COTTLE A win-
dow to the past A photographic panorama of early church
history and the doctrine and covenants salt lake citybookcity book-
craft 1993 ix 106 ppap photographs selected bibliography and
sources 159515.951595

reviewed by marjorie draper conder curator museum of church history and
artaa salt lake city

each of these pictorial bobooksoks was apparently published to
take advantage of a ready made 1993 mormon audience the pub-
licationlifi of A window to the past coincided with the church cur-
riculum emphasis on church history and the doctrine and
covenants set inin stone fixed in glass capitalized on the interest
and market created by the centennial anniversary of the dedication
of the salt lake temple both books reflect ambitious research the
culling of many and diverse collections and the bringing together
of photos objects and informative items many of which have
never before been readily accessible to the average reader how-
ever these books do not work equally well

it is generally unfair for a reviewer to review the book she
or he wanted written rather than the book which exists however
when the author and the publisher themselves lead prospective
readers to believe a book is other than it turns out to be compar-
ing the appearance with the reality may be a service to an unsus-
pecting public such is the case with set in stone fixed in glass
the great mormon temple and its photographers the title
cover photograph design and authors introduction all set expec-
tationstations summarized in the first paragraph of the inside cover flap
to celebrate the centennial of the salt lake temple dedication

nelson wadsworth has assembled nearly 400 rare tumturn of the century
glass copper and dry plate exposures which place the temple in
historical and aesthetic perspective

however even randomly fanning through the book im-
mediately suggests that much besides a historical and aesthetic
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perspective of the salt lake temple is contained between the
covers only when one sits down to read and looks seriously at
the pictures does the discrepancy become glaring of the approx-
imately three hundred photographs in the book only about one
fifth could generously be said to be about the temple the text
seems even more skewed A better title for this book may have
been utahs photographers and photographs of utah but even
that would not reflect the wide ranging and sometimes bizarre
james talmage dressed as a monk at santa barbara p 103 photo-
graphs presented with little or no context to help readers make
sense of what is going on

the books introduction contains an account of the cap-
stone laying of the salt lake temple and its epilogue recounts the
strange max florence affair of 1911 in which a former salt lake
city theater owner tried to sell to the highest bidder sixty eight
pictures taken clandestinely inside the temple 355555355555 each of the
books eight chapters however treats a photographer or team
of photographers throughout these chapters filled with intrigu-
ing photographs of salt lake city the great salt lake actresses
plain folk photographers studios baseball football mine rescue
teams and even mormon missionaries in jerusalem in 1903
references to the salt lake temple often seem contrived as if to
say oh yes this book is about the salt lake temple lets say
something here

the fact that this book is not primarily about the salt lake
temple is ironic since such a book could have been produced with
no more and perhaps less effort and resources than the one pub-
lished the author has access to more photographs of just the salt
lake temple and its construction than the total number of photos
in this book maybe this book was not intended to be about the
salt lake temple at all but rather as its subtitle suggests about
the photographers of the temple

however this is not really a book about photographers of
the salt lake temple either while photographers with relatively
tangential interest in the temple james H crockwell or james and
harry shipler for example have whole chapters to themselves in
this book charles william carter the most prodigious pho-
tographerto of the temple and charles W symons share a chapter
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only one sentence on page 165 acknowledges carters substantial
systematic thirty year effort to document the construction of the
salt lake temple carter took numerous photographs of the tem-
ple as it rose from its foundations

unfortunately many photographs in the book are not attrib-
uted since credits are not generally given the reader might assume
that all photos within a particular chapter are representative work
of the person highlighted in the text but this assumption should
not be made for example carter photographs of salt lake city
50 and the beehive house 53 appear unattributed in the chap-

ter on edward martin A carter photograph of workmen quarrying
granite is in the chapter about C R savage 81 and a savage pho-
tograph of a boy sitting on a bridge in salt lake city 140 appears
in the carter and symons chapter such errors seem too common
this deficiency is especially puzzling since many of these same
photographs are correctly attributed in other wadsworth books
some errors of identification also occur the photograph on page
310 identified as the construction of the present church admin-
istration building could not possibly be of that building since it is

in the wrong place it is probably of the old deseret gym
this book is not without merit however when I1 got be-

yond its opportunistic framing and my own unmet expectations as

a reader I1 decided nelson wadsworth has in fact treated the real
subject of his book adequately this is not a book about the tem-
ple nor is it focused on the photographers of the temple it is a
history of photography in a part of the american west principally
utah considered on these grounds set in stone fixed in glass
provides much interesting information the details about various
photographic processes such as daguerreotypesdaguerreotyper ambrotypesambrotypes wet
plates dry plates and enlarging answer some basic questions for
this reviewer who had often heard these terms bandied about
without really knowing what they meant the social history
often read between the lines and personal vignettes are interest-
ing and enjoyable nineteenth century photography in utah is

placed within the wider context of an evolving art form
A more cohesive framework in the text or an afterword

tying together the diversity of information presented would help
readers better appreciate the books unique strengths perhaps the
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book should have been two books one about all the wonderful
salt lake temple photographs which are available and the other
about the history of photography in utah and its early practitioners

A window to the past actually does what it says it is going
to do it provides a photographic panorama of early church his-
tory and the doctrine and covenants people who work in museums
often remind each other that museum exhibits should not be books
on the wall this book however seems to be a museum exhibit
in a book the section headings are very much like section head-
ings in a museum and the artifact captions are similar to museum
artifact captions

virtually all the section headings refer to the doctrine and
covenants most of them quoting directly from the revelations
this framework ties together objects and ideas that might other-
wise be viewed as simply an odd if interesting assortment of
things artifacts can become vehicles to touch the past but the

stories of the objects are what gives them life even the sketchiestsketchiest
sort of story this belonged to your second great grandmother
makes many an item a treasured family heirloom the objects fea-
tured in this book whether actually part of church history such
as joseph smiths office sign from the red brick store 52 or sim-
ply representational such as native american artifacts illustrating
early church efforts to preach to the lamanitesLamanites 47147 make early
church history visual and real by placing it in a context of actual
people and events

in a year of renewed interest in latter day temples I1 enjoyed
seeing the temples and hoped for temples of the joseph smith era
highlighted both the familiar and famous and the unfamiliar and
relatively unknown are featured here as well as throughout the
book thus the plat ofofzionzion with the temple complex at the center
and john taylors watch from carthage share space with the drawing
for the temple in independence a carthage mob members pow-
der horn and a sacrament goblet from the nauvoo temple

I1 liked this book were there any things not to like I1 would
have preferred colored pictures of course the cost of the book
would have increased but I1 think the price would have been worth-
while A few factual errors and typos were scattered throughout
the book of mormon featured on page 17 belonged to emer not
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martin harris and the first presidencysPresidencys official declaration 2

was announced on june 8 1978 not june 28 79
just as documents are generally perceived as less interest-

ing than artifacts in a museum exhibit so the second half of this
book is less visually interesting to the casual observer than the
first part the second half however contains a good general
overview of the historical development of the doctrine and
covenants it is not nor does it pretend to be the final scholarly
word on the subject many of the finest scholarly works to date on
the doctrine and covenants are cited a boon to beginning schol-
ars who want to probe deeper but for the general reader the
book presents usable information in straightforward and readable
fashion the book should appeal to a wide variety of readers from
a young child poring over the pictures to the serious student of
church history all artifacts photographs and documents are
credited in the back of the book the numerous credit lines there-
fore do not intrude into the body of the text yet are readily acces-
sible to those interested

both these books bring us closer to our material culture
artifacts documents and photographs in these instances the exer-
cise in reading material culture to gain important knowledge about
the past is an especially useful exercise for members of a church
groundgroundedaroundedinin actual historical time and space to consider real things
owned by real people who are in many ways like us helps our eyes
and hearts touch the foundations of history and belief
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SCOT FACER PROCTOR witness of the light A photographic
journey in the footsteps of the american prophetjosephprophet joseph smith
edited by maurine jensen proctor salt lake city deseret book
1991iggi1991208pp208 appp 399539.953995

SCOT FACER PROCTOR and MAURINE JENSEN PROCTOR source
of the light A witness and testimony ofofjesusjesus christ the savior and
redeemer ofa11of AILall salt lake city deseret book 1992 208 ppap 399539.953995

SCOT FACER PROCTOR and MAURINE JENSEN PROCTOR light
from the Ddustust A photographic exploration into the ancient
world of the book ofmormonof mormon salt lake city deseret book 1993
208 ppap 3995599539.953995

reviewed by richard H cracroft professor of english brigham young university

abraham clearly points out that his familysfamilys literal and spiri-
tual exodus from haran to canaan was fraught with larger mean-
ing therefore eternity was our covering and our rock and our
salvation as we journeyed from haran to the land of canaan
abr 216 As everyone from moses to lehi and from brigham

young to mircea eliade and joseph campbell has pointed out
something about the journey motif resonates in the human soul
and suggests particular and universal meanings for us all we are
after all a bunch of pilgrims strangers and wanderers and the
journey motif replicates not only our individual and collective treks
through mortality as with ET we cry out and long for home
it traces as well our individual journeyings unto christ our learn-
ing to sing babylon babylon we bid thee farewell 1

perhaps that is why this remarkable trilogy or triptych of
photographic essays by maurine jensen proctor and scot facer
proctor depicting three remarkable journeys has so moved this
reviewer who is usually content to leave pero table books casually
admired and generally undisturbed in fact I1 have been aestheti-
cally and spiritually moved and I1 believe most latter day saint
readers will likewise be moved by these felicitous combinations of
truth and beauty instruction and delight

the first journey witness of the light A photographic
journey in the footsteps of the american prophetjosephprophet joseph smith
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presents an oratorio of lightfighthight on the restoration and the life of this
marvelous man joseph smith 6 orchestrating through splendid
photography and trenchant text the proctors recollect and replay
the literal and spiritual life journeys of the prophet joseph smith jr
they trace him from sharon vermont to kirtland ohio to the
various settlements in missouri back to nauvoo and finally carth-
age illinois

scot proctor confesses that 1I dont just research history I1 try
to feel it and hear it and taste it 6 and to recreatere create such for a gen-
eration who did not know joseph through the proctors millions
shall know brother joseph again 122 as fine photographs and text
that draws upon letters journals diaries and scriptural accounts
place the reader on location among the prophets lifelong sur-
roundingsroundings the proctors thereby recollect and render in just the
right tone the essence and larger meaning ofjoseph smith jr s lit-
eral and spiritual mortal journey they make joseph a presence in
our livesfivesilvesbives and journeyings

the second volume in the trilogy source of the light A wit-
ness and testimony ofofjesusjesus christ the savior and redeemer of
all retraces via photographs and prose the journey and ministry
of the most remarkable man ever jesus of nazareth maurine proct-
ors restrained and powerful text follows jesus spiritual journey by
means of passages drawn from the pearl of great price the holy
bible the doctrine and covenants the book of mormon the teach-
ings of the prophet joseph smith as well as ancient texts and tra-
ditionsditions textually we follow our lords spiritual journey from his
premortal preeminence through his prophesied annunciation
his condescension ministry passion resurrection and glorifica-
tion photographically we visit in a fresh and moving way the
land made holy by his life scot proctors lovely photographs of
israel taken during the wettest spring in many years are refresh-
ingly green and the photographs of bethlehem are all the more
intriguing because they were taken on april 6 the birthday of the
savior in this tasteful and lovely volume the proctors have made
the familiar and the holy somehow even more familiar and holier

the final volume in the trilogy lightfromlight from the dustduskdusl A pho-
tographictographic exploration into the ancient world of the book of
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mormon is an apparent first for book of mormon photobooksphotobooks
which generally focus on photographic anthropological and archae-
ological evidence for the divine origins of the book of mormon
this book does not propound a thesis but assumes the divinity of
the books origins and focuses on the universality of its various
messages furthermore it begins its photographic odyssey in jeru-
salem and the kidron valley follows the ancient kings highway
through modern jordan to the gulfguifgulfofaquabaofaquabaaquada the fountain of the
red sea 1 ne 29129 along the empty quarter of the arabian
desert to the wadi sayqsaya in modernmodem oman where it explores in a
series of striking photographs the likely sites of lehisgehis long hiatus
shipbuilding and embarkation from there the journey follows the
nephitesNephites and lamanitesLamanites along the western shores and inlandsislands of
central america principally the mixco viejo coban playa grande
and lake atitlanatitldn areas of guatemala and the coastal region and
tuxtla mountains of southern mexico

here as in all three books the proctors caption the pho-
tographstographs by identifying the scene and by conjecturing always with
subjunctive restraint about the role which the site landscape
feature or artifact may have had in book of mormon antiquity
in identifying these prospective sites the proctors rely on the
scholarly labors of others

the accompanying texts are grouped in tightly written
approximately 350550 word per page commentaries brief essay
reflections chroniclingchronicling and interpreting events occurring over four
periods this precious land of promise to sing the song of
redeeming love arise and come forth unto me and 0 ye fair
ones how Is it that ye could have fallen As in the other vol-
umes the text is unrelated to the accompanying photograph but
explicates and teaches independently

in this remarkable union of stunning photography and well
crafted prose the proctors succeed in bringing up close the dis-
tant and the ancient in making vivid and tangible many of the
events recounted in sacred history all three of these books about
remarkable literal and spiritual journeys will succeed in fact in
evoking in the attentive fellow pilgrim a moving personal visual
and spiritual experience
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HUGH NIBLEY brother brigbambrigham challenges the saints edited by
don E norton and shirley S ricks salt lake city deseret book
1994 xv 541 ppap bibliography index 2395259523.952395

reviewed by clarence F schramm zone administrator and executive assistant
to the administrator of the church educational system

since 1946 hugh nibley has been associated with brigham
young university and has been prolific as a writer and lecturer his
candor scholarship and defense of the restored gospel mark
his years as a teacher and researcher his dry humor and keen
insights are legendary to several generations of church students
and readers all of these characteristics are apparent in this book

this work is volume thirteen in the collected works of hugh
nibley it contains nineteen chapters comprised of lectures ad-
dresses and previously published articles and responses from
1967 to 1992 the editors selected and classified the works into
four parts under the headings of environment politics education
and leadership

the chapters are classic nibley in style quotation docu-
mentation and reasoning the chapters have a cumulative total of
1280 endnotes and over 250 scripture citations comprehensive
citations of texts and historical background are stock in trade for
this scholar

A difficulty for some readers that study brother brigham
challenges the saints will be the same one found in most books
of this genre works that are compiled from an authors sermons
lectures or other writings are often not specifically joined or uni-
fied some readers will note that this book is not a coherent pre-
sentationsentation of a singular theme as suggested by the title while the
editors have used appropriate groupings ofofnibleysNibleys presentations
some problems of redundancy occur as anecdotes or quotations
are repeated in several chapters 1

the title of the book may also misinform those not ac-
quaintedquain ted with the nibley series this volume could be moreaptlymore aptly
titled brother nibley challenges the saints with a subtitle to
reflect his extensive use of brigham youngs teachings along with
joseph smiths if this volume is an accurate measuring stick
nibley undoubtedly views brigham and joseph as the epitome of
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modernmodem prophetic leadership nevertheless nibley expresses what
he views as the challenges facing a new century and uses the prin-
ciples taught by these two giants only to buttress his opinions As an
illustration chapter fifteen mediocre meditations on the media
contains no reference to the teachings of the second president of
the church likewise chapter twelve the day of the amateur is
a modern critique of the state of education primarily in the united
states in this analysis nibley notes the sad disarray of academiasacademial
and much of societyssocie tys reliance on diplomas and certification

someone this writer in fact has said that anyone can become a
dean a professor a department head a chancellor or a custodian by
appointment it has happened thousands of times but since the
world began no one has ever become an artist a scientist or a
scholar by appointment the professional may be a dud but to get
any recognition the amateur has to be good to maintain his ama-
teur status moreover he has to be dedicated honest and incor-
ruptibleruptible from which irksome necessity the professional unless he
cares otherwise is freed by an official certificate 303

this frame of reference will not disappoint nibley fans but may be
a concern for those hoping for a cohesive view of the teachings of
brigham young

perhaps this volumes greatest contribution will be that of
casting the personality and teachings of brigham young in a more
accurate and favorable light for twentieth century readers with a
confidence born of a scholars lifelong study nibley characterizes
president young as

the one thing we have to be proud of at BYU and he certainly is in
my opinion the greatest leader of modem times it would be hard to
imagine any leader who faced more terrible obstacles and more
hopeless odds than brigham young or any leader who overcame
them more brilliantly what he did was marvelous and it is also very
relevant to our times 449

thus nibley commences brigham young as leader employing
163165 quotations from one of the most discursive and lucid of men
to give a sense of brigham youngs running commentary 450
and to highlight the principles with which he challenged and led
the saints leadership is the antithesis of compulsion god
intends variety in all spheres of life 457 latter day saints should
be selfdirected inner directed not other directed god not man
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is in charge the lord dictates governs and controls I1 do not
neither do I1 wish to 465

aspire to selfmastery and let contention cease are two themes
developed at greater length in brigham young and the enemy
and epitomized by one of president youngs wry comments
some of the elders would much rather fight for their religion than

live it 474 he also taught do not be in a hurry do not steady
the ark an adjacent article entitled criticizing the brethren is

drawn from the teachings of joseph smith finally and most
importantly according to nibley brigham young taught that the
living oracles of god or the spirit of revelation must be in each
and every individual 484 this point nibley underscores in
another article from leaders to managers the fatal shift

to nibley it is plain enough that brigham youngs princi-
ples worked he concludes

how people flocked to him as a leader in times of great danger and
stress he was the rock of gibraltar this was a man you could trust
nothing would throw him off the track he couldnt be moved
at all because he knew exactly where he stood and hes told us why
he couldnt be bought or intimidated he simply wasnt impressed
with anything else man didnt move him 486

this work will be a welcome addition to the collection of the
reader interested in nibleysbleysNi thought and a valuable reference book
to those seriously interested in the teachings of brigham young
it is readable and valuable because of Nibleys reflection on brother
brighamsBrighams teachings as applied to dominant concerns of the last
half of this century the expectations of most readers of the nib-
ley series by FARMS will be amply fulfilled in this volume

V NOTES

speakers often use the same stories to illustrate different topics nibley
uses the following anecdotes in differing circumstances in this volume brigham
young dancing 181 520 the burning of the nauvoo temple 142 310 485
and a new york reporter observing brigham young dousing a campfire 140
181519181 519
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the plains across the overland indians and interaction between
emigrants and the trans wagon trains he also discusses the
mississippi west 1840 1860 by private enterpriseenterprisersrs who helped ser-

vicejohn D unruh jr university of the overland travel including
illinois press 1979 first unabridged mormon ferry operations
paperback edition 1993 the book focuses mainly on

travelers to the west coast an esti-
matedthe plains across became an 300000 people so mor-
moninstant standard work in western trail travel with an estimated

trail literature after it first appeared 70000 people is of minor con-
cernin 1979 it won seven awards here nevertheless those of

including the john H dunning us concerned with mormonscormons cross-
ingprize from the american historical the plains in either direction

association and the billington should become familiar with this
book award from the organization essential study of overland travel
of american historians reviewers unruh does give us a lengthy
termed it majesterialmajesterial rich in thoroughly researched chapter
anecdote sparklingly written about the mormon halfway
best book yet written on the over-

land
househousedhousea great salt lake city

journey and a milestone in here he explains in detail the
western historical scholarship importance of great salt lake city
unruh died at age thirty nine three as a place for overlandersoverlanderroverlanders to rest
years before the book was pub-
lished

reoutfitre outfit and recruit livestock the
because of popular de-

mand
latter day saint efforts to minimize

a paperback edition was contacts with overlandersoverlanderroverlanders the gold
produced in 1982 which unfortu-
nately

seekers paying dearly for goods
excluded unruhsunruhe endnotes bought in utah the growth of trav

the new unabridged paperback eler related businesses in utah to
version restores those rich and meet demands for goods and ser-

vicesvoluminous endnotes the deseret judiciarysjudiciarys han-
dlingunruh deals with the overland of litigation and grievances

ing experience thematically but in for the emigrating companies the
semichronologicalchronologicalsemi order he looks emigrants drawing on LDS infor-

mationat the climates of public opinion and guides regarding routes
that developed regarding overland west and the emigrants experi-

encesing first for the 1840 48 period while wintering in utah
and then for the 1849 60 era then unruh evenhandedly treats the
he assesses migrants motivations mountain meadows massacre in
significant chapters deal with in-
teraction

two paragraphs he judges that it
teraction between emigrants and fits somewhere between being an
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example of the unjust and cruel bednarowski had looked at nine
treatment of all emigrants by saints teenthsteenth century religious groups for
as some anti mormonscormons claim and common elements contributing to
being a bizarre and inexplicable expanded leadership roles for
aberration as most emigrants women these elements she found
would have judged it given the included 1 the denial of an exclu-

sivelyprevailing prejudices unruh ob-
serves

male anthropomorphic deity
it is surprising that so much 2 a reinterpretation or denial of

beneficial interaction between the fall 3 the lack of a traditional
saints and gentiles did occur ordained clergy and 4 a reexami-

nationhe notes at the chapters end that of marriage and motherhood
irrational prejudices of the time the andas only proper fulfilling

prevented saints and gentiles from spheres for women
fully appreciating how much they for the most part the essays
both were profiting from the in wessingerswissingersWessingers collection revolve
overland the mormonstopovers at around religious groups meeting
halfway house bednarowskisBednarowskis four criteria the

the plains across has become groups include shakerism theoso-
phyone of the standard works that african american spiritualism

must be consulted by anyone who christian science new thought
seriously studies the california and feminist spirituality the col-

lection
oregon and mormon trail ex-
periences

also offers some analysis ofperiences US nineteenth century
three groups that do not otherwisemigration patterns and the prerail-

road fit bednarowskisBednarowskis model catholi-
cism

period of the american west
clsm pentecostalism and mor-
monism

its approachable style makes it use-
ful seventh adventiststo those who need reference day

excluded even though theirarematerial for family histories
ellen G white isprophetess men-

tioned
willliam G hartley

twiceintwice in passing
the six page discussion of mor-

monismwomens leadership in marginal confines itself to some

religions explorations outside womens current attempts to rec-
oncilethe mainstream edited by gender roles and theology

catherine wessinger university from within the church unfortu-
natelyof illinois press 1993 no historical overview of
womens roles in mormonism is

catherine wessinger has col-
lected

given as is often provided in the
essays on womens leader-

ship
essays examining other groups

roles theoretical and actual all essays accept insiders theo-
logicalin a handful of american groups explanations without ques-
tionoutside the religious mainstream no attempts are made to

the chapters written by histori-
ans

discredit any groups religious
folklorists and theologians claims generally the authors be-

lievetake a 1980 article by mary farrell that marginal religious groups
bednarowski as their starting point are more supportive of the idea of



218 byustudiesBYU Studies

female leadership than are the you have an idea of what the
mainstream traditions this charac-
terization

holzapfelsHolzapfels offer in this volume
terization holds true even for many an interesting chapter discusses
of the groups where leadership in jesus atypical female progenitors
actual practice changed from reli-
ance

other chapters consider women
on a few charismatic found-

ing
in the parables women jesus met

mothers into a male hierarchy along the way and women in
juliejullejuile hartley moore their roles as wives mothers and

daughters three chapters feature
women as disciples and allow us to

sisters at the wellwelkweliweilkelkmeik women and see the lords equal acceptance of
the lrelife and teachings ofjesusof jesus women and men in this regard
bybyjenijeni broberg holzapfel and the chapter on women as wit-

nessesrichard neitzel holzapfel of the passion is revealing
salt lake city bookcraft 1993 and insightful initial chapters

attempt to place the women of pal-
estinesisters at the well tells the story in the context of the greco

of each woman in the four gospels roman judaic world of their time
who came to christs well through interested readers will appreci-

atethese stories the book allows us to the bibliography of sources
see how christ regarded women which lists ancient and modem edi-

tionsthen and now of the bible and other texts
with no claim to offer the de-

finitive
standard reference works recent

or final word 3 the feminist volumes periodicals and
holzapfelsHolzapfels offer lay readers a fresh many LDS contributions the
perspective on what it meant to be extensive footnotingfootnoting however is

a female and especially a disciple sometimes distracting and not
at the time of christ they make a always useful photos of ancient
welcome contribution to a general artifacts add credibility but the line
readers insight for example the drawings are less helpful
story of the woman with an issue because of jesus teachings and
of blood who is healed by christ example the saints of the early days
mark 525 34 is enhanced by the learned that a woman was not less

authors explanation of the strictures because she was female and not
regarding ritual impurity the prob-
able

meritorious only if she was married
economic impoverishment of and biologically capable of bearing

the chronically ill the garments children 153 the holzapfelsHolzapfels
jesus might have been wearing have no axe to grind and incite no
the social code regarding male gender based animosity they con-

cludefemale touching or speaking in that men and women must be
public and a linguistic analysis of one in christ but they insist on our
the hebrew word shalom 100 recognition that women were
103 multiply this incident by the demonstrably among the first and
many miracles encounters and most faithful disciples to drink from
teachings involving or directed the well of living water
at women in the gospels and sydney S reynolds
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