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religious attitudes in the world
of humphry clinker

BYRON GASSMAN

if the social or political historian were to step across the
corridor and ask his friend in the english department what
early novel might be especially rich in data for his study of
eighteenth century english life his colleague might well end
up naming tobias smollett s expedition of humphry clinker

1771 untroubled by plot practically speaking the novel
has none unconcerned with sentiment and seemingly un-
aware of the art of fiction smollett cast his last novel into a
series of letters reporting the adventures and observations of
a welsh family travelling through england and scotland often
the novel assumes the guise more of perceptive journalistic
dispatches than of a piece of imaginative fiction smollett s

five letter writers react vividly to the many elements of eng-
lish and scottish society to which they are exposed through
their reactions smollett comments pungently on many of the
salient characteristics of his own society a society which he
had carefully scrutinized during a long writing career

many of smollett s comments about england of the 1760 s

are concerned with the changes being wrought in english so-
ciety by the rapidly increasing standard of living the rise in
social status of the mercantile nauveauxnouveauxnouveaux riches and the urban-
ization of english life smollett observes too the increasing
political power of the english populace and the lessening of
aristocratic controls and perquisites his reaction to these
changes and their symptoms is quite clear he is dismayed at
the tenor and tempo of english life like swift and pope of
an earlier ggenerationnerationrationaerationne and like johnson of his own he is
alarmed at the threat to established modes and institutions
posed by whiggish innovations middle class tampering with
tradition and bourgeois violation of established decorum he
foresees social chaos and political anarchy if england contin-
ues its reckless course

dr gassman is assistant professor of english at brigham young uni-
versityversity
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it is to social and political activities that smollett gives
most attention in his masterpiece but there are occasional
passages reflecting on religious matters that should be signifi-
cant to anyone trying to recreate the quality of eighteenth
century english religious life and institutions although these
passages are not central to the tone and outlook of the novel
they are certainly congruent with them and contribute mean-
ingfullyingfully to the novel s total effect the following discussion
of these passages is not intended to be the whole truth about
the religious world of england in the 1760 s indeed more
objective and distant viewers may easily prove smollett to be
in error in certain respects but the discussion is intended to
indicate what many of smollett s contemporaries were willing
to accept as valid commentary in those years that which men
of talent and perception believed to be true may be as im-
portant for understanding their world as that which later
historians may tell us actually was true

of the established anglican church smollett says little in
his novel but what little he does say about its clergy is not
very flattering the glimpses the reader gets suggest the idea
of a clerical system in which most of the grassrootsgrass roots work was
done by underpaid drudges while well endowed sinecuressinecures
allowed those in superior ranks to indulge in all the luxury
of a secular aristocracy when reflecting the system smollett s

imagination was most stimulated by the clergy s preoccupation
with worldly comforts and its adeptness at seeking temporal
advantages through profitable spiritual offices smollett s most
pointed observation describes the clerics who visited bath the
famous health and pleasure resort of eighteenth century eng-
land

there is always a great shew of the clergy at bath none of
your thin puny yellow hectic figures exhausted with abstin-
ence and hard study labouringlabour ing under the morbi eruditorumerudit orum
but great overgrownover grown dignitaries and rectors with rubicund
noses and gouty anclesaccles or broad bloated faces dragging
along great swag bellies the emblems of sloth and indiges-
tion JM may 17 1

this caricature of ambitious luxury loving and worldly clerics
is given added garnish in the immediately succeeding account
of the threatened duel by means of which tom eastgate an

passages in humphry clinker are referred to by initials of the fictional
letter writer mbmatthewmbmatthevMB MatthewMatthev bramble JMjmjeremyjeremy melford LMlmlydialydia mel-
ford and by date of the letter in which the passage appears
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unlikely candidate for spiritual honors but obviously a person
of worldly discretion extorts a well paying clerical living from
his erstwhile patron george prankleyankleybrankleyPr

later in the novel jery melford and his uncle matthew
bramble note the absence of the clergy when they attend a
levee of the duke of newcastle after the duke s loss of in-
fluence in the government the duke had been a master of
the art of dispensing governmental patronage in fact many
of those high in the church s hierarchy owed their office to
his good graces thus their absence at his levee is indeed worthy
of note and the reader is once again reminded that currying
the favor of those in influential positions was the prime requi-
site for clerical advancement and that adeptness in switching
allegiances at the right time was a highly necessary ability
jery conjectures that the gratitude of the clergy is like their
charity which shuns the light JM june 5 a delightfully
ironic comment on the loss of the chief christian virtue in the
christian minister s preoccupation with his material comforts
and the worldly prestige of his office

to the most important crosscurrent of england s religious
life in the eighteenth century the methodist movement hum-
phry clinker gives a much more direct and more condemna-
tory look A few years before he began writing humphry
clinker smollett had expressed his unqualified disapproval of
the movement which the wesleyswesleye and whitefield had begun
in the late 17501730 s smollett s earlier statement serves as effec-
tive introductory comment to the treatment of the methodists
in humphry clinker

the progress of reason and free cultivation of the hu-
man mind had not however entirely banished those ridicu-
lous sects and schismsschisma of which the kingdom had been form-
erly so productive imposture and fanaticism still hung upon
the skirts of religion weak minds were seduced by the delu-
sions of a superstition stiledsailed methodism raised upon the
affectation of superior sanctity and maintained by preten-
sions to divine illumination many thousands in the lower
ranks of life were infected with this species of enthusiasm
by the unwearied en deavours of a few obscure preachers 2

two frequently made charges against the methodists are
suggested in this passage the charge of what the eighteenth

continuation of the complete history of england london 1762651762 65
IV 12122121 22
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century called enthusiasm 3 and the charge of hypocrisy
one might almost say that the handling of methodism in
humphry clinker is designed to illustrate these charges when
the bramble travellingvellingtra party sojournssojournesojourns in london humphry
clinker the illiterate servant they have picked up along their
way is converted to methodism he is discovered preaching
by his employer who proceeds to berate him for his presump-
tion and fanaticism matthew bramble s admonition to hum-
phry is easily seen as a recasting of the sentiments and pre-
judices expressed by smollett in the passage above what you
imagine to be the new light of grace says bramble 1 I take
to be a deceitful vapourjapour glimmering through a crack in your
upper story in a word mr clinker I1 will have no light in
my family but what pays the king s taxes unless it be the
light of reason which you dondont t pretend to follow bramble
then asserts what was frequently maintained by the deriders
of methodism that its disciples were either hypocrites or
fanatics headed for the madhouse

heark ye clinker you are either an hypocritical knave or a
wrongheadedwrong headed enthusiast and in either case unfit for my
service ifyouisyouif you areaare a quack in sanctityandsanctity and devotion you will
find it an easy matter to impose upon silly women and others
of crazed understanding who will contribute lavishly for your
support if you are really seduced by the reveries of a dis-
turbed imagination the sooner you lose your senses entirely
the better for yourself and the community JM june 10

somewhat later in the novel tabitha bramble the stereo-
typed old maid sister of matthew bramble becomes involved
with the methodists also her niece lydia melford usually
very mild and sweet natured in her judgments brings up the
charges of near madness and hypocrisy again as she reports
on her aunt s religious behavior

she has been praying preaching and catechisingcatechi sing among the
methodists and pretends to have such manifesta-
tions and revelations as even clinker himself can hardly
believe though the poor fellow is half crazy with enthusi-
asm god forgive me if I1 think uncharitably but all this
seems to me to be downright hypocrisy and deceit LM
sept 7

methodism s reputation for driving men mad was based on
its evangelistic emphasis on a vital spiritual conversion to re-

the OED defines this usage thus lilliiiliillillIII regulated or misdirected religious
emotion extravagance of religious speculation
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place the dead ritual of the established church and to reach
the lower classes whose lives were often virtually untouched
by any religious influence although the wesleyswesleye and other
leaders of the revival tried to check excesses and themselves
saw the danger of delusion there were those among the un-
lettered converts who in their fervor gave way to emotional
extravagancesextravagantes while others with no qualification for the work
but their zeal abandoned themselves to itinerant preaching of
the rudest form apparently smollett wants his reader to
accept the excesses as the norm in such passages as the gro-
tesque description of humphry mounting the rostrum en-
couragedcouraged by the example of a weaver and finding himself
under such strong impulsions as made him believe he was

certainly moved by the spirit JM june 10

it is clear that smollett denounces methodism because he
considers it an offense against both order and reason two of
the principles of human life most cherished by him and by
many of his contemporaries to smollett methodism was a
further pernicious force in the threatened breakdown of a
rational ordered society like the levelling of social classes
and the extension of political liberties it could only result in
a loosening of the restraints necessary for a smooth running
rationally controlled society the methodist s emphasis upon
supernatural enlightenment was inimical to the orthodox faith
in rational religion it is worth remembering that by the
mid 1700 s the deistsfeists were no longer the controversial group
they had been earlier largely because the orthodox had assimi-
lated many of their tenets and the pretensions of the lower
classes to religious authority or religious enlightenment were
considered a threat to the established order the selfseif appointed
minister was a menace to ecclesiastical decorum just as the
nouveau riche was to social decorum and the member of the
mob was to political decorum matthew bramble is constantly
outraged at the impertinence of the mob in imitating their
betters it is not surprising that he becomes indignant at the
thought of his untutored servant presuming to step out of his
appointed office to become a spiritual adviser to others

from the charge of irrationality it was easy for the oppo-
nents of methodism to make the jump to the charge of0 hypoc-
risy because the appeal of the new religion was allegedly to
the irrational it was natural to suppose that the methodistsmethodists
found it easy in bramble s words quoted above to impose
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upon silly women and others of crazed understanding since
it was a common opinion that the methodists were most suc-
cessful in imposing on silly women and ignorant men the
reader of 1771 would have immediately picked out tabitha
bramble and humphry clinker as the characters in the novel
most apt to succumb to the histrionics of the methodists
neither would it have been surprising to contemporary readers
of the book to find that lady griskin with all her social
foibles was their escort to the first meeting since ladies of
fashion were frequently pictured toying with methodism as
with a new hobby or fad and using their new religious profes-
sions as a cloak for less spiritual activities this type of hypoc-
risy is especially well demonstrated by tabitha bramble who
affects methodism to give her a sanctified gloss but to whom
it is most useful as a possible mantrapman trap one suspects that the
eighteenth century reader was inclined to a risque snicker when
he read tabitha has had the good fortune to come ac-
quaintedquainted with a pious christian called mr moffat who is
very powerful in prayer and often assists her in private exer-
cises of devotion JM aug 8

in his travels through france and italy smollett intro-
duces a passage on fanaticism that is valuable for the light it
throws on the antipathy in humphry clinker to any religious
profession tinged with enthusiasm and on the relatrelationlonioaion that
smollett believed to exist between fanaticism and hypocrisy

for my part I1 never knew a fanatic that was not an hypo-
crite at bottomatbottom their pretensions to superior sanctity and an
absolute conquest over all the passions which human reason
was never yet able to subdue introduce a habit of dissimula-
tion which like all other habits is confirmed by use till at
length they become adepts in the art and sciencescience of hypocrisy
enthusiasm and hypocrisy are by no means incompatible the
wildest fanatics I1 ever knew were real sensualists in their
way of living and cunning cheats in their dealings with man-
kind 4

smollett s strong predilection for the rational and orderly
which gives bite to his treatment of the methodists and his
hatred of fanaticism is given further expression in an expose
of scottish folk superstitions during the bramblepartybramble party s travels
through scotland bramble writes that while around the supper
table at the duke of queensberry s castle the conversation
turned upon the vulgar notions of spirits and omens that

travels through france and italy london 1766 1I 75 letter V
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prevail among the commonalty of north britain MB sept
15 most of the conversation is taken up with a report by
one of the diners of an incident involving the second sight a
supposed supernatural gift for seeing forthcoming events in
visions the guest tells of having arrived unannounced with
four companions at the home of a friend he claims that he
found his friend already prepared to entertain him and his
four companions who were strangers to the host bramble
skeptically proposes that the supposed seer being of a visionary
turn probably claimed numerous visions which never material-
ized and that the fulfillment of one out of many might be
ascribed to coincidence thus bramble characteristically pro-
vides a rational natural explanation for this amazing event

the debunking attitude expressed inin this natural expla-
nation of a supposedly supernatural event is continued in the
next sequence of events in the novel during the conversation
at the supper table another gentleman tells of an apparently
supernatural event that recently occurred in the neighborhood
the ghost of a gentleman fifteen years dead is reported to
have visited his grandson and chastised him with a horse whip
and later to have been seen hovering over his own tomb in the
churchyard the next day the travellerstravellers re encounter lisma
hago a scottish soldier who had travelled with them earlier
he tells them of a recent visit to the home of his late father
finding to his chagrin that his nephew had turned the home
into a weaving manufactory he encountered the nephew
whipped him paid his respects to his father s tomb and de-
parted thus lismahagoLismahago provides again a natural explanation
for supposedly supernatural occurrences

As can be readily seen the treatment of religion in hum-
phry clinker is basically satiric that is it is an attack upon
defects and abuses follies and fallacies which the author
believes to be dangerous and destructive to individual and
social wellbeingwell being the emphasis is upon the negative the
positive must be elicited by implication about the nearest
smollett comes in humphry clinker to any statement of posi-
tive religious values is a statement of lydia in reflecting upon
her aunt s methodist leanings

if I1 could put faith in all these supernatural visitations I1
should think myself abandoned of grace for I1 have neither
seen heard nor felt anything of this nature although I1
endeavour to discharge the duties of religion with all the
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sincerity zeal and devotion that is in my power LM
sept 7

matthew bramble despite his crotchety temperament wins
the affection of the reader because of his disposition to such
charitable actions as his relief of a poorensignpoor ensign s widow in an
early episode and his generous concern for his tenants and
servants throughout the novel these instances of practical
religion are markedly contrasted with the covetousness of
tabitha who endeavors to thwart her brother s charitable
endeavors and who undergoes no diminution of selfishness
and self righteousness when she turns methodist in the world
of humphry clinker doctrine may yield to the irrational and
discipline may decay but charity never ffafallethilethallethlieth

A statement smollett made when surveying the recent his-
tory of england in the continuation of his history provides an
apt summary of the conservative rational core of thought
which lies at the centerofcentecenterrofof the novel s picture of the religious
elements of english society and relates these elements to the
total picture of a society in danger of deterioration and totter-
ing on the brink of chaos and anarchy

from the frivolous pursuits of the people their rage for
novelty their admiration of shew and pageantry their ridicu-
lous extravagance their licentious conduct their savage ap-
petite for war and carnage which they had for some time
avowed and the spirit of superstition with which they began
to be possessed one would be apt to believe that the human
mind had begun to degenerate and that mankind was relaps-
ing into their original ignorance and barbarity 5

the harshness of this pronouncement is tempered by the
humor of humphry clinker but the basic point of view re-
mains condemnation expressed or implicit is dealt to every-
thing tainted with enthusiasm superstition greed or irration-
ality perhaps had there existed in the eighteenth century a
religious group with the traditional dignity of the anglican
church without its secular preoccupations and with the practical
charity of the methodists without their enthusiasm smollett
would have found the state of organized religion more satis-
factory and would have given a more affirmative view of the
religious currents of his day be that as it may humphry
clinker clearly reflects an important segment of the religious
thought of its day and stands up well as a pungent and sig-
nificantnificant comment on the english religious milieu of the 1760 s

continuation V 19



the impact of inflation on the
developing economy

the brazilian case
RICHARD B WIRTHLIN

no generation in history has encompassed such rapid
marked and widespread change in man I1

s environment as that
of our own to a large degree many of these changes have
been induced by remarkable advances made in the physical
sciences the incredible truncation of distances occasioned by
the advent of jet transportation the awesome power placed
in the hands of man by the discovery of nuclear fission the
arrival of the age when man s material goods can be created
without the hand of man by applying computer controlled
automated systems to the tasks of production man s first feeble
venturing into the unbounded limits of space enabled by the
coming of age of missile technology these advances the fruits
of the physical sciences impinge directly upon man s social
political and economic environment thus man is faced with
problems and challenges that a few short decades ago were
undreamed

in some respects these revolutionary changes in man s

environment and man s knowledge of his environment have
drawn our world together and united it as never before con-
trarilytrarily these same forces have also divided it

just as neighbors or families when denied the comfortable
bufaufbufferfer of space sometimes generate hostility and frustration
so it seems that in our day the juxtaposition of nations made
possible by modern transportation and communication has
heightened tension invidious comparison of social and politi-
cal systems as well as the stark contrast between the have s
and the have not s are much facilitated by man s new tech-
nology but the overriding factor which casts a pall of suspicsusnic

this article was presented in a slightly expanded form in the faculty
forum of the college of humanities and social sciences at brigham young
university november 1964

dr wirthlin is chairman of the department of economics at brigham
young university
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ion and fear of one nation for another resides in our now
extant technology of destruction because of progress made in
the delivery capacity of missiles and nuclear physics one half
of the world may destroy the other half in a matter of minutes
through a thermonuclear holocaust that portends to be as uni-
versal as the flood

despite the efeffortsforts of tthehe poor nations of the world and
the capital and skill given by advanced countries the gap
between the rich nations and the poor is widening the frustra-
tions of the inhabitants of the poor countries mount as they
realize as never before the baseness of their poverty

I1 have chosen to discuss a single dimension of the poor
nation in the context of one country for this college of hu-
manitiesmani ties and social sciences faculty lecturejecture perhaps there are
reasons why this topic may have interest beyond what might be
thought of as the narrow limits of economics first the poor
but developing nation now constitutes the battleground of
clashing idealogiesideologiesidealogies second the poor but developing nation
sets forth with a broad brush the elements of man s struggle
with his total environment third while the problem of in-
satiable wants clashing with limited means dominates the broad
landscape of a poor country and is the economic problem
nevertheless the dimensions of the problem extend far beyond
the bounds of economics for they involve man s interaction
with his political social and geographical environment

the primary dimension of analysis will remain economic
the country brazil the problem inflation

economics is chosen as the dimension of analysis simply
because of the limits of my own competence economics does
however have some historical claim to offer insight into the
process of material ascendency over the long sweep of history
the central economic problem of mankind has been survival
modern economics was not born until a few select nations
specifically those in which the market system became domin-
ant felt the first stirrings of material expansion early econo-
mists such as robert malthus and david ricardo clearly recog-
nized the potential of something better than subsistence for
the masses but quite mistakenly they concluded that the pro-
cess of economic development was inherently a self defeating
one that all nations would eventually return to the poverty
trap because of the crushing pressure of explosive population
growth this pessimistic conclusion gave rise to the label
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economics the dismal science the label stuck even in
modern times economics is still referred to as the dismal sci-
ence perhaps because people consider the interest of the econo-
mist in the economic ills that afflict society such as unemploy-
ment and inflation as morbid this interest is however no
more morbid or dismal than that of a physician whose in
terestaterests are the ills and symptoms of patients in both cases
interest is evoked because cures are sought

economics is also a relevant frame of analysis for the
multidimensional problem of the rise to material affluence
even though that rise involves a multitude of noneconomic
factors because man s nature inin turn is molded by his eco-
nomic welfare As an early philosopher put it A man can be
neither a saint nor a lover nor a poet unless he has com-
parativelyparat ively recently had something to eat

there are several reasons why brazil was selected as the
patient the problems of brazil represent a sampling of the
problems of those nations that quantitatively represent the
most important group in the world the poor nations the
way political winds blow in brazil directly affects hemispheric
unity lastly brazil is undergoing an economic experience
which frightening in its dimensions is nonetheless fascinating
that experience infinflationlation

in order to come to grips with the impact of inflation on
brazil s growth we will first discuss brazil s general endow-
ments and second review the course of brazil s inflation dur-
ing the postwar period we will then turn to an analysis of
the consequences and causes of brazil s inflation and lastly
not wanting to leave the patient completely in the throes of
her affliction we will offer a possible cure for her disease
and in turn attempt to determine whether or not the experience
of brazil offers any meaningful lessons to other poor but devel-
oping economies

in setting a very broad stage for the discussion of inflation
let us consider briefly brazil s political geographic demo-
graphic and economic characteristics

brazil s initial exposure to inter country relationships was
one consequence of vasco da gama s indian voyage it is
generally accepted that brazil was discovered on april 22
1500 by pedro alvares cabral a portuguese admiral like the
united states brazil was when discovered a large and virtually
empty country inhabited sparsely by aborigines unlike the US
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however the open frontier and a consequent labor shortage
that developed in both countries did not tend to loosen the
political and economic bonds of the colony brazil from her
mother country portugal two factors of brazil s emergence
as an integrated sociopoliticalsocio political entity tied her closely to portu-
gal the early establishment of an aristocratic sociopoliticalsocio political
system which was later reinforced by the second factor the
ensconcing of the royal portuguese family and its court in
brazil A third factor which marked brazil s early develop-
ment the remnants of which still affect brazilian society is
the economically dominant role assumed in the initial period
of colonization by negro slavery

brazil s political emancipation from the royal family of
portugal was gradual the year 1889 marks brazil s most im-
portant single break with her original colonial status in that
year the proclamation of the republic was issued the re-
markable continuity of brazil s early political life was how-
ever also lost in 1889 nonetheless it is doubtful that the
forces now transforming the brazilian economic structure
could have been exerted in the environment of stability im-
posed by the portuguese monarchy brazil has had five con-
stitutions since world war 11II her government has changed
hands by irregular methods four times the most recent
revolution occurred april 1 1964 despite these political
changes the economic power structure has altered little in
past decades although with the rise of industrialization shifts
in brazil s economic power base are becoming evident

brazil s immensity dominates all her other geographic
characteristics she encompasses over three million square miles
occupies 1.717 percent of the area of the globe 5.75757 percent of
the dry land and nearly half of the southern continent
despite the impressions given the casual viewerofviewer of the amazon
and the coast brazil is not a country of only lush rain forests
and mountains fifty seven percent of brazil s land area is
made up of highlands varying from 650 to 3000 feet in alti-
tude in which irregular mountain ranges form high plateaus
A great expanse of grass and scrub lands dominates the central
and western portions and covers an area larger than the ama-
zon plains much of this land could be used to increase agri-
cultural production

total population of brazil is approximately 75 million
it is expected that this population will double long before the
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end of this century unlike many other underdeveloped coun-
tries brazil is rather highly urbanized in 1960 39 percent of
the population lived in the urban areas on the other hand the
typical educational characteristics of the underdeveloped coun-
try are clearly to be seen in brazil over one half of brazil s

total population cannot read or write there are only 107
copies of daily newspapers for every 1000 people in brazil
only one out of every three children between the ages of five
and fourteen is enrolled in primary schools

for every one child that dies in the US before reaching
the age of a year six children die in brazil before they reach
the same age these high mortality rates especially among the
young the high illiteracy rates and widespread malnutrition
are all part and parcel of economic backwardness

in terms of U S dollars brazil s per capita income approxi-
mates 250 this compares with the U S per capita income of
over 2100 in brazil there are five doctors for every 10000
people in the U S there are 18 doctors for every 10000
people

while brazil is beginning to industrialize she still ranks
far behind developed countries in her consumption of energy
and steel her levels of petroleum refining and commercial
fertilizer use are very low brazil s drive toward industrializa-
tion is newly born nevertheless brazil is more fortunate than
most for since the end of the second world war her gross
national product increased at over 6 percent annually and her
per capita income rose by 5.555353.55535 percent one of the highest rates
in the world

not only however has brazil s capacity to produce goods
and servicesservices expanded rapidly but it has also been accom-
panied by a pervasive and rapid increase in the general I1levelevellevei
of brazilian prices the extent of that increase may be drama-
tized by the following example imagine that you were shop-
ping for christmas toys back in 1940 in brazil and suppose
you found a toy that cost one dollar today if the increase in
the price of the toy approximates the increase in the general
cost of living that took place in brazil then instead of costing
one dollar in 1964 it would cost 119.3011930 in other words the
brazilian cost of living has increased by 11930 percent since
1940 we now turn to an examination of this inflation by
reviewing its course by identifying its possible consequences
and causes and by suggesting some possible cures
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prices have increased every year in brazil since 1940 the
increases during the war were relatively moderate they never
exceeded an annual increase of 17 percent during the immedi-
ate post world war 11II period prices remained remarkably
stable with the exception of the year 1947 when they increased
by 22 percent the outbreak of the korean war however was
accompanied by further increases in brazil s price level during
this conflict prices increased at annual rates varying between
23 and 26 percent at the cessation of hostilities some pres-
sures on prices were relaxed but beginning again in 1960
prices increased in 1960 prices rose by 71 percent in the fol-
lowing year by 38 percent and in 1962 by 31 percent in 1963
brazilian prices increased by 85 percent and during the first
quarter of 1964 at an annually adjusted rate of 169 percent

in sum brazil s moderately high increases in prices were
kept under a modicum of control until 1960 while a degree
of stabilization followed 1960 the pressure on prices grew to
pathologic dimensions in 1963 and 1964

before 1960 brazil was often cited as the prime example
of a developing economy that could have its inflation but grow
too some economists were of the opinion that moderate in-
flationflation if kept in bounds might provide a buoyancy to the
growing economy two arguments are proposed to support
this position first inflation can be used as a means of taxing
where other taxes cannot be collected and second inflation
may act in some respects like an economic pep pill economic
development requires first and foremost capital As the econo-
mist uses the term somewhat differently than layman let me
explain it if you compared physiologically the brain tissue and
muscle tissue of an average american with an average brazil-
ian you would find little organic difference but the ameri-
can produces approximately eight times the goods and services
produced by an average brazilian

some of the difference in productivity can be explained
by the fact that on the average the american is more educated
and skilled in performing productive tasks but this can only
explain part of the difference more importantly at the dis-
posal of every american worker is a huge stockpile of tools
machines factories and efficient transportation and communi-
cation systems all directly assist him in production in addi-
tion to these items the average american worker has a huge
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amount of nonhuman nonanimal power electricity steam
and now even nuclear power the brazilian worker on the
other hand still must depend primarily on human power and
animal power to create the goods and the services desired by
his society tools and machines and even the power that
creates goods do not however satisfy directly the wants of
society rather they greatly assist in the production of those
goods and services that do such items are called capital

perhaps a more descriptive term for capital would be pro-
ductive muscle if the ability of a society to provide a high
standard of life is simply dependent on productive muscle you
may ask why then do not the underdeveloped economies make
an all out effort to obtain the necessary tools machines road
transportation systems and so on the answer is that such
procurements involve a sacrifice and the sacrifice of creating
productive muscle is foregoing present consumption or saving
people must be willing to forego one loaf today in order that
they may have two loaves next year but when one is living
on the razor edge of subsistence to save and to forego present
consumption imposes tremendous hardships under a stable
price level foregoing present consumption or savings is either
voluntary or taxed in a mixed economy the government can
by exacting financial resources from the people use them to
build productive muscle or capital when people are not will-
ing to save voluntarily or when the government has neither
the organization nor the will to tax at a sufficiently high rate
to finance development inflation it is argued can play a
positive role the central bank simply lends credit to the
government or the government prints new money which it
then spends on capital goods with the newly created purchas-
ing power the government is able to bid men and machines
producing consumption goods away from that sector and put
them to work in creating capital goods or productive muscle
consumption is thus destined to fall in the creation of capital
through inflation but the cost of this type of creation is an
increase in prices

inflation is also used as a conscious development policy
as an economic pep pill it is argued that increases in price
permit a more complete utilization of the production potential
of an economy there is generally some slack some men who
are unemployed and some equipment unused in a market
society inflationary pressure it is argued can be effectively
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used to push a society to maximum effort in producing material
things

even if inflation exerted these two salutary effects on
brazil s saving and growth a hypothesis which cannot be sup-
ported few indeed would argue that the impact of inflation
on the brazilian economy in the last three years has been
benefbelefbeneficialicialacial

the consequencesconsequencconsequencees of a hyperinflationhyperinflation or a runawayrun away infla-
tion are for the economy at large always and inevitably detri-
mental detrimental consequences are also generated inalnain a more
moderate inflationary environment such as the one that existed
in brazil prior to 1960 but are not as prominent as they become
in a hyperinflationaryhyper inflationary state brazil thus offers a unique op-
portunityportunity to clearly identify these evils however to assess
properly the deleterious impact of inflation we must under-
stand the workings of a market economy

it is no coincidence that the industrial revolution which
gave birth to material progress undreamed of previously
paralleled the extension and refinement of the market as a
mechanism of economic control the market performs three
important economic functions the competitive market tends
to assure that the goods and services that society desires will
be produced it also lends to the most efficient ways of pro-
ducing those goods and services furthermore in an unen-
cumberedcumbered market the entrepreneurs the economic catalysts
in an open economy are given widest latitude the market
employs a single device to perform the three foregoing func-
tions that device is price

if price fails to reward sufficiently those who produce
goods and services that society needs because of inflation if
prices of the present and the immediate past portend violent
price changes in the future and if the value of money is
debauched because of rising prices then the strengths of the
market system become its weaknesses A market dominated by
violent price increases drives savings that could be used in the
creation of new productive muscle into areas where it is most
safe from the vicissitudes of inflation buildings and unused
land as well as improved real estate become the rational
channels into which savings flow this holds despite the fact
that land and real estate are relatively sterile in terms of the
contribution they make to the productivity of a society but in
a hyperinflationhyper inflation savings seek shelter not productivity savings
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also regardless of restrictions imposed by the authorities take
flight from the country of the debauched currency and so an
underdeveloped country which loses savings in this fashion
foregoes the opportunity to use indigenous savings to build
and strengthen its own economy foreign savers who might
otherwise place sums of purchasing power in a backward
country hesitate to commit their wealth to the wildly gyrating
economic chaos that hyperinflationhyper inflation creates the energies of the
extrepreneursentrepreneurs are drawn not to potentially productive projects
rather they attempt to outguess the whims of those in charge
of the monetary printing presses furthermore hyperinflationbyperinflationhyperinflation
can discredit the market system to the point that individuals
and companies resort to the ancient and inefficient practice
of barterratherbarter rather than run the risks of cash transactions profits
which normally should servservee as recompense for the exercise of
judicious and wise decisions become dependent on luck and
administrative decision all of these distorting forces can be
identified in the bazilian case

in regard to the destruction of the market mechanism
john maynard keynes once described what might lie at the
end of the road for countries experiencing inflation similar in
magnitude to that of brazil lord keynes whose defense of
deficit spending is sometimes and quite erroneously confused
with an advocacy of inflation put it this way

lenin isis said to have declared that the best way to destroy
the capitalist system was to debauch the currency by a
continuing process of inflation governments can confiscate
secretly and unobserved an important part of the wealth of
their citizens by this method they not only confiscate but
they confiscate arbitrarily and while the process impoverishes
many it actually enriches some

lenin was certainly right there is no subtler no surer
means of overturning the existing basis of society than to
debauch the currency the process engages all the hidden
forces of law on the side of destruction and does it inin a
manner which not one man in a million is able to diagnose

As keynes indicates the effects of inflation are not only inin-
efficient but also inequitable inflation is a gentle but cruel
thief when the price level rises slowly for it steals purchasing
power from the pockets of those who can least afford to lose
it from the widows the aged and the orphaned child whose
livelihoodslikelihoodslivelihoods are closely tied to a fixed income in times of hyper



82 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

inflation the rapidly raising price level violently and captiouslycapriously
snatches wealth from some and bestowsbestons it in equally arbitrary
fashion on others quite brazenly and without any recourse to
a court of law for example suppose that 25 years ago you
wanted to give someone today purchasing power of 100000
suppose that you had set aside that 100000 in brazilian
cruzeiroscruzeiros simply and only because of inflation that purchas-
ing power of 100000 would shrink and shrink until today
even though you had the same number of cruzeiroscruzeiros your pur-
chasing power would amount not to the 100000 that it did
but to a paltry 8381785817838.1783817

other inequities are generated for instance the wage of
the worker is almost completely dependent upon his political
bargaining power rather than on his ability to produce goods
and services during periods of hyperinflationhyper inflation in may of 1963
the following wage increases were recorded in brazil rio s

white collar workers received a 65 percent increase above their
1962 salaries those who worked for civil service received inin-
creases from 40 to 56 percent and the congress was consider-
ing an increase in military pay that ranged from 25 percent to
55 percent the inequities of determining wage rates on this
basis are perhaps illustrated by the case of brazil s merchant
seamen they were among the highest paid workers in the
country A shipboard cook earned in may of last year as much
as a full commander in the brazilian navy

A further consequencesequencecon of inflation but one that may eventu-
ally stop inflation is political instability at the end of 1963
brazil appeared to be dangerously close to complete economic
collapse inflation not only sapped the country s productive
strength but because of the consequences described above the
living standards of most braziliansBrazi lians declined in northeast bra-
zil illiterate peasants were being organized by the red chinese
and armed by the cubans but the army aided and abetted by
business executives and professional men initiated a revolt
in the early hours of march 31 1964 it lasted only two days
just as the inflation induced chaos was the prime mover of the
revolt so the new administration s most immediate economiceconomic
task became the control of spirallingspiralling inflation whether or
not the new regime will be able to reverse the upward climb
of prices is yet to be seen we may gauge its probability of
success more accurately however if we examine now some of
the causes of brazil s inflation
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there is no single cause of inflation an economy suffer-
ing from inflation is not too unlike a patient suffering from
high blood pressure usually a complex of causes works simul-
taneously and the forces may differ from one economy to
the next making rather broad and sweeping simplifications
some economists have attempted to isolate and classify some
general pressures on prices

on the one hand a demand pull inflation is identified
as one in which desires backed up by available money or
demand are sufficiently greater than available goods and
services to force prices upward

the other general class of inflation is called cost push
in this case the pricing of the ingredients that go into pro-
duction such as labor and capital are the center of the analysis
rather than the demand factors it is argued that these prices
can be increased solely because of bargaining power irrespective
of whether or not such increases are justified by increases in
productivity if they are not then the cost of producing goods
and services mustincreasemust increase and this in turn induces increases in
prices thus generated the inflationary spiral begins to lead a
life of its own

A third general class of inflation also evident in brazil is
structural inflation one of the hallmarks of a developing
but poor society is found in the transfer of agricultural workers
to the cities that occurs as the society gradually but pervasively
shifts from an economic base resting on agriculture to one
founded on industry clearly in order to provide the rising
class of industrial workers with food and raiment agricultural
output must increase on the other hand the agricultural sector
in most underdeveloped societies including brazil is the most
traditional and most unbending when it comes to discarding
established techniques of production and adopting new ones
that may prove to be more productive these two forces
namely a rise in the demand for agricultural products produced
for the market and the sluggishness of the agricultural sector
to adjust its productive techniques to meet this increasing
demand result in increasing food prices

let us now examine each of these general classes of infla-
tionary sources more specifically in terms of the brazilian case

the pull forces of demand inflation originate in brazil in
both the private and the government sectors the government
became heavily involved not only in large social overhead
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capital projects with the erection of brazilia being the most
prominent but also attempted to underwrite expensive social
welfare projects concurrently the economiceconomic expansion that
took place inin the private sector was spearheadedspearheaded by a rather
remarkable drive for industrialization of the medium and light
industries the creation of several almost self contained auto-
motive production facilities in brazil is typical of this develop-
ment to the extent that such investment demand reduced the
availability of goods and services it contributed to inflation

of these two sources of demand for products the increase
inin government demand was quantitatively greater and more
inflationary even on a cruzeiro for cruzeiro basis government
demand is generally more highly inflationary than private de-
mand this follows because many of the projects initiated by
the brazilian government during the latter fifties and early
sixties did not contribute directly to the productive capacity of
the economy this of course was not the case in the private
sector to the extent that individuals sought to gain maximummaximum
return by enhancing productive capacity even if that return
was somewhat distorted by inflationary pressures the magni-
tude of new demand created by the brazilian government can
be gauged by the extent of its debt underwrittenunderwritten by the bank
of brazil

in 1961 the bank of brazil extended credit to the brazilian
government in the amount of 64.4644644 billion cruzeiroscruzeiros in 1962
114.81148 billion cruzeiroscruzeiros and inin 1963 223.722372257 billion cruzeiroscruzeiros
without question this increaseincrease in government credit had con-
siderablesid erable influence on the expansion of the money supply
which almost doubled between 1960 and 1963 the printing
press was also employed to cover government deficits between
1960 and 1963 currency inin circulation increased over threefold

the simple increase inin the quantity of money does not give
a sufficiently accurate index of the influence of government
spending on prices for two reasons first as money held quickly
loses its value as prices increase people become unwilling to
hold cash balances therefore during inflation the number of
times one cruzeiro goes from individual to individual in say
one month doubles and triples and even quadruples this
means that the money supply serves two three or four times
the transactions as earlier before long as the purchasing power
of money depreciates individuals must carry it around in suit-
cases to transact their business in 1962 the largest note in
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circulation in brazil was one thousand cruzeiroscruzeiros it was worth
less than 1351.35135 at that time

second inflationary pressure induced from the side of
government spending tends when prices begin to increase
rapidly to become selseiselfselgseigfreinf reinreinforcingforcing this is especially true in a
country such as brazil where the tax structure is relatively
inflexible and not highly geared to taking a larger bite when
income and prices increase under such circumstances a well
conceived budget designed to reduce the deficit may in fact
end up increasing it unless the administrators accurately pre-
dict price increases of the coming year such a prediction for a
regime committed to solving the inflation problem is almost
politically impossible then the deficit may be incurred simply
because the cost of government expenditures doubles or triples
due to price increases while government revenues remain stable
thus the government ends up with a large deficit instead of
a surplus this deficit must be financed in order to finance the
deficit the government must borrow from the central bank
this pumps more money into the society which in turn adds
tto0 the inflationary pressure

this is apparently what has happened in brazil budgets
proposed in recent years might have resulted in surpluses if
the costs of government had not increased so rapidly in octo-
ber of 1961 finance minister calmon submitted to the council
of ministers a plan that called for reducing national budgebudgetatybudgetarytaty
deficits by cutting government spending during the remainder
of 1962 and raising federal revenue by increasing taxes in 19651963
in 1962 and 1963 the brazilian government ran the largest
deficits in the history of the nation over a 240 billion cruzeiro
deficit in 1962 and approximately a 400 billion cruzeiro defi-
cit in 1963 some observers claim that had goulart remained
in power the deficit would have topped 1.51515 trillion cruzeiroscruzeiros
in 1964

just as pressure on prices can be generated on the demand
side so also they can be pushed upward by increases in cost
it is from this source of inflation that individuals derive bene-
fit or harm from price increases in direct proportion to their
bargaining positions vis a vis their employers the distortions
that result from this pressure on wages sometimes are ludi-
crous as in the case cited above where a shipboard cook in
brazil s navy enjoyed a salary equivalent to that of a full
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commander in the brazilian navy cooks must have been in a
better bargaining position than full commanders

but when everyone isis trying to keep up with the joneses
through wage increasesincreases this simply leads to an increase in
prices which leads in turn to further increases inin wages even
the government may be unaunableblebie to cope with these pressures

for example in april of 1963 all state owned industries
which includes the largest steel plant in brazil the volta
redonda were informed that no price increases would be
granted simultaneously bills were introduced into congress
suggesting wage increases from 40 to 56 percent of civilian and
military government employees some civil service groups were
pressing for wage increases of 75 percent scarcely 5030 days
later when the congress legislated wage increases for its
employees the volta redonda steel plant in quite predictable
fashion increased its prices 40 percent the automotive com-
panies then in turn sent a commission to the ministry of indus-
try in congress pleading for permission to increaseincrease prices of
automobiles to correspond somewhat with the legislated in-
creases in steel prices and salaries but the cycle does not stop
there once prices generally rise even those who have gained
increases in wages often find that despite such increases they
are able to purchase no more than they did before they received
their wage increase

it is relatively easy to identify the forces that work in
creating cost push inflationary pressures it is quite another
thing to bring them to a stop in some respects it is like playing
musical chairs there must always be some groups or some
individuals in society who will lose regardless of when or how
the inflationary music stops

the last general complex of forces we wish to discuss in
conjunction with brazil s recent experience emanate from the
inherent characteristics of a backward country undergoing the
transformation of economic growth one of the lessons that
can be clearly drawn from brazil s inflationary experience is
that it is extremely difficult for a country to industrialize unless
the agricultural sector is sufficiently productive to provide an
adequate surplus to feed those being drawn into the industrial
labor force from the rural areas there is considerable evidence
that one of the primary and general pressures on brazilian
prices arose from an insufficient supply of foodstuffs and
clothing for the urban masses
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between january 1962 and january 1964 the price of food-
stuffs increased by 280 percent and the price of clothing by
260 percent the hardship imposed on the laboring classes
by such increases was reflected in mass demonstrations that
took place near rio in july of 1962 in that year a brazilian
family dependent upon a minimum salary would spend a total
of 128 percent of its income just to eat adequately milk prices
increased 120 percent in a five month period in 1962 the cur-
rent branco regime still faces this same problem after the
revolution the price of milk increased 86 percent in two
months and the price of lard increased 233 percent in the same
period shortages of foodstuffs initially created because of the
structural changes occurring within a developed society are
further exacerbated when the populace and retailers begin to
hoard such basic items in expectation of further price increases

the second hallmark of the backward society that creates
a favorable milieu for inflation is found in the political struc-
ture of such societies underdeveloped societies are weak eco-
nomicallyno and politically one latin american economist
argues that the postwar brazilian inflation experience had its
origin in the political revolution of the last twenty or thirty
years when the old oligarchic type of government was replaced
by governments truly elected by the people he argues that in
the old type of government the president had considerable
power both because he was generally chosen by agreement
between the powerful oligarchic groups and also because he
was almost entirely free of pressure from demagogues and
labor unions this kind of political structure gradually gave
way in brazil to ones more truly democratic

in order for a candidate to ascend in peaceful fashion to
the presidency it is almost necessary for him to enter into quid
pro quo arrangements with other parties and to make many
promises to influential members of his own party thus he is
greatly hamstrung in making the hard political choices so neces-
sary if the cost push sources of inflation are to be rooted out
furthermore his success is often measured by his capacity to
accomplish that is by his ability to complete or at least to
start the building of roads and stadiums and new cities and so
on no matter what the price of increased indebtedness it is
estimated that over half of brazil s government debt was used
to cover imports of capital equipment to provide for the con-
structionst of such social overhead if such spending is profligate
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the country s economy is further distorted and disorganized
hence seriously unbalanced budgets may be both the natural
consequence as well as the mainspring of inflation

A second political wave sweeping through the south ameri-
can countries explains another element of inflation this is the
wave of nationalism

foreign capital has in the past represented an almost free
gift of productive muscle to the underdeveloped country it
permits the expansion of productive facilities and lets off some
of the pressure on price through nationalistic eyes it is viewvieweded
however with great suspicion by those in the underdeveloped
countries brazil has passed many laws including a profits
remittance law which have discouraged foreign capital ffromgromrom
going into brazil the profit remittance law was passed in bra-
zil in 1961 to regulate the outflow of foreign capital and to
place restrictions on the use of foreign capital once it reached
the country foreign investments in brazil declined from 112
million dollars in 1961 to 71 million dollars in 1962 31 mil-
lion dollars in 1963 and nothing in the first half of 1964

in the brazilian case it would appear that such laws are
unfriendly to both foreign and domestic investors during a
period of governmental control of foreign investment between
1946 and 1953 the average annual capital inflow had been
15 million dollars as against an outflow of brazilian funds
of 47 million dollars during a period of freedom from govern-
mental control that was instituted from 1954 to 1961 invest-
ment entries increased and outflows decreased as the average
annual inflow reached 90 million dollars against an outflow of
only 35 million dollars

foreign capital stanches inflation two ways first it creates
greater productive capacity and secondly it provides that pro-
ductive capacity without imposing any demands on scarce do-
mestic saving

while we have identified and discussed three general
sources of inflation that have seemed to play prominent roles
in brazil s economic difficulties it should be kept in mind that
demand pull cost push and structural inflation are not only
internally self reinforcing but each in turn also reinforces the
inflationary pressures built up from the other sources it is for
this reason that the task of bringing a halt to inflation is an
extremely difficult one but it isis to this task that the branco
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regime must dedicate itself if only the first fruits of the april
first revolution are to be realized

there are some encouraging signs that the inflationary
process in brazil will be reversed

attempts are being made to reduce the government s six
trillion cruzeiro debt A bill which would provide for a three
percent tax on all registered capital of commercial and indus-
trial firms operating in the country has been submitted to the
chamber of deputies there is evidence that the brazilian busi-
nessmen and landowners will support this voluntary special
tax to help cover the federal budget deficit such a tax would
have provided the treasury with 500 billion cruzeiroscruze iros in 1964
alone the government is also attempting to keep the lid on
further wage increases without question the success or failure
of the brazilian economy to eliminate the inflation that has
been plaguing it for the past several years will depend upon
the success of the government in meeting these two objectives
both require hard political decisions

on the other hand further steam has been taken out of
the brazilian inflation by the reaction of both foreign investors
and governments to the dismissal of the goulart regime the
united states under the alliance for progress program recently
granted brazil a loan of approximately 80 million dollars this
act helped to demonstrate to brazil s foreign creditors that the
united states had faith in the new branco regime s capacity to
successfully combat soaring inflation the united states also
pledged to send brazil 90 million dollars worth of food
relieving pressure in this most sensitive area will lessen the
probability of further inflationary price changes other coun-
tries followed the lead of the united states west germany
agreed to loan brazil 200 million marks great britain is con-
sideringsi a grant to brazil of four million pounds

the climate for private investment in brazil has also im-
proved considerably the profits remittance law which was so
objectionable to foreign investors as been rewritten to exclude
its most onerous portions investors abroad have responded to
this change in climate willys overland announced plans in
july for a 32 million dollar expansion program that will take
place in the next twenty eight months during may of 1964
business executives of thirty five major U S corporations visited
sao paulo to investigate the investment atmosphere under the
new branco government
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while the initial foreign reaction both private and public
to the new regime s development program lessens the danger
of economic disaster nevertheless the question of whether or
not brazil will be able to conquer the economic disease which
has been eating away at her innards depends in the final
analysis on the internal adjustments that are made in brazil
the new government must actively encourage the further rapid
economic growth in the country but at the same time put brakes
on the inflationary spiral because these two objectives as indi-
cated earlier are not completely selfseif consistent it is still an
open question whether brazil has as yet conquered her infla-
tion prices could certainly be stabilized if the rate of economic
growth were diminished and if the economy would counten-
ance some unemployment on the other hand brazil could
certainly continue her economic growth but this would be dif-
ficult to accomplish with absolutely stable prices

at present the branco government is criticized both for its
inability to keep inflation in line and for the slight rise in
unemployment its anti inflationary policies are creating one
critic of the present government indicted it on both counts he
claimed that the failure to curb the soaring cost of living had
tarnished very seriously the prestige of the revolutionary
regime and added that the public could not understand how
the government which had the power to depose first governors
then political rights and to abrogate legislation was still un-
able to stabilize prices and control inflation on the other
hand he attacked the administration s stupid reforms charged
that unemployment was causing more harm in brazil than
stealing and concluded by predicting that the people sooner
or later would return the power to the thieves who had at
least given them employment

while inflation has a multitude of causes and consequences
and thus defies easy generalizations I1 believe that the lesson
of brazil s inflation for the poor but developing economy is
clear inflation is a thief that robs the members of an economy
who can least afford it and may steal the opportunity of that
economy to break out of the poverty trap without recourse to
the totalitarian controls which debase the free agency of man

those of us who are fortunate enough to live in affluent
societies can I1 believe face optimistically the exciting chal-
lenges posed by the application of nuclear power to peaceful
ends the further extension of automation and the conquering
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of space one wonders what excitement these challenges hold
for that preponderant portion of humanity which still grapples
with the brutal problem of day to day physical survival Is not
the bridging of the gap between rich nation and poor nation
every bit as exciting a challenge as those posed by nuclear
fission automation and space if so we cannot stay our hand
from aiding those societies in desperate need of help while
our aid will not guarantee the conquering of poverty in these
countries yet as in the case of brazil s inflation it may give
these economies time to catch their breath such pause may tell
the difference between success and failure in reaching the high
road of material progress not only would such success relax
tensions now existing between nations by allowing the poor
countries to afford the economic luxuries of political enlight-
enment social compassion and cultural achievement but aid
from the rich to the poor when judiciously given cannot help
but strengthen and tighten the bonds of brotherhood for me
this is man s greatest challenge
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winter feast at san jodefjidefildefonsoonsoanso
KARL YOUNG

the thermometer stood at a chill fourteen degrees when I1

looked out of the bathroom window into the pinon forest at
seven 0 clock but the sky was bright and bare promising a
sunny day such as one grows to expect in santa fe by the
time we arrived at the pueblo however at about nine thirty the
sun had paled in the face of a bitter wind that swirled dust
around the plaza and kept people indoors near their pinon
fires so utterly deserted did the village seem that my heart
fell down as adam martinez might say for I1 thought we had
missed the date january twenty third the winter feast at san
ildefonso

not a sign of life appeared on the plaza not a child not a
dog not even a chicken one ancient automobile was parked
near santana s house like a derelict skiff stranded by the sea
wall when the tide went out but as we climbed stiffly out of
the car I1 heard a gunshot just beyond the first bank of houses
at once a flash of memory brought back the first ceremonial
dance which we had seen at cochitiCochiti on arriving at the plaza
we had been astonished to encounter two indian men at the
door of the little adobe church periodically firing old muskets
while the mass was being sung by a german priest inside
we were told that these were guards who were frightening
away evil spirits was the same device being employed here
I1 thought of this encouraged as we knocked at santana s door

later after we had visited with santana and maria sitting
in comfort before the fragrant pinon fire and laughing about
the time when maria had traded one of her lovely black pots
to us for twentyfivetwenty five varieties of iris way back in 1932 a pot
which today would sell for more than a hundred dollars we
walked over to the scrubby little chapel in time to meet two
priests leading a meager congregation on a brief procession
around the plaza they were giving christian sanction to the
pagan ceremony which had probably begun several days earlier
in the kiva and was just this morning appearing in public in
the wake of the procession walked two youths with old army

mr young is professor of english at brigham young university
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rifles mausersmausertMausers I1 believe every so often they pointed these
ancient guns at the heavens and banged away they joked and
laughed quietly at each other evidently not taking the duty too
seriously though I1 presume that they would defend the practice
solemnly were an outsider to hint that it was amusing

As the procession came back I1 saw that the makeshift
church stood beside the ruins of a once splendid adobe structure
with massive walls and huge buttresses of native mud the
superb old church I1 learned later had been struck by a bolt of
lightning which so completely shattered one corner of the
building that all of the walls were cracked and refused to
support the huge old vigas and the whole thing had been torn
down I1 could not help pondering what the indians thought of
their new christian god when the old masculine god of light-
ning asserted his power this way

services were short in the chapel now and the people soon
filed out for what was to be a much more dramatic show
almost at once the big tombes began to boom at the far end of
the plaza and we saw emerging from a building six handsome
fellows bareheadedbare headed and smooth combed each with a deep
voiced drum made from a cottonwood tree trunk with slow
dignity they walked across the plaza abreast pounding on the
great drums and stood in a line singing in unison with their
own deep voices a song which soon called forth from a nearby
house a procession of great game animals the procession was
led by the buffaloes two buffalo men and a buffalo maiden
the men carried gourd rattles in their right hands and a bow
and three or four arrows in the left their heads were covered
with huge shaggy buffalo capes which were crowned with
thick curving horns and dabbed with bits of white eagle down
and a few fluttering eagle tail feathers which gleamed white
against the dark mass of the capes hanging down their backs

the buffalo men moved with arched chests and raised
forearms thetheyy were erect and powerful the monarchs of the
prairie their gait was ponderous but impressive a slow
rhythmic bent kneed trot they dipped one horn occasionally
a gesture that probably symbolized the horning of the soft
earth to make a buffalo wallow it might also have represented
an obeisance to one of the cardinal directions the buffalo
maiden moved sedately modestly between the bulls keeping
their rhythms and shadowing their movements in each upraised
hand she carriedcarried a pair of black tipped eagle feathers for the
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eagle is a medicine bird of great powers and his plumes are
important in the weaving of ceremonies

behind the massive lumbering buffaloes a broken column
of deer came stealing into the fearful openness of the plaza
each dancer s head was crowned with stately antlersanglersantlers tasseledtasselettasseled
with white eagle fluffs the heads were upright alert con-
stantly on the watch for danger but the bodies were all bent
forward poised on a slender stick held in each hand the strong
slim front legs of swift runners ready for flight the deer
stole along froze then stole forward again keeping time with
the drums but at half tempo gliding like spirits over the frozen
ground

and spirits they were it was not until now that one noticed
how all of the dancers faces were painted black now one
saw that the illusion of godlikegod like animals in those splendid buf-
falo bulls was partly owing to the fact that the human faces
were in their blackness almost indistinguishable beneath the
heavy shadows of the overhanging capes even the breasts were
black and the hunter who had actually led the procession and
who until now had not caught our attention perhaps because
he wore only a single feather in his hair and had no impres-
sive crown of horns like the animals around and behind him
was a spirit hunter too his painted face was a round black
mask incongruous startling above the traditional costume of
fringed and beaded buckskin that one associates with the
hunter of the prairie

behind them came a bouncing flock of mountain sheep
black faced too and thus allied to the spirit buffalo and the
spirit deer from whom they differed so markedly in their
rollicking movements and temperament and behind the sheep
drifted a pair of antelope yellow backed and white rumpedbumped a
slight little pair of wraithswraithy compared to the burly buffalo that
led the way the size of these frail creatures carried one s

imagination back to the kiva where the costumes had been
donned here surely a couple of boys not yet at the age of
puberty had wriggled into suits of long handled winter under-
wear and with the aid of paint horned addressesheaddresseshe and black
tipped little white haired tails had been transformed mirac-
ulously into fleet and timid pronghornspronghorns

the herd made its way in a weaving pattern across the
plaza bringing sustenance the end of famine all good things
to all of the people in the village then gradually they assumed
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a formation with long lines of dancers facing the drums and
chorus the rhythm changed and while the deer and sheep
and pronghornspronghorns poised on the slim stick legs beat with their
feet a strong insistent appeal to the powers that send food and
health and wellbeingwell being the buffalo performed their ritual
dance

with dignity and slow grace the huge bulls ambled over
the prairie with deep solemnity they bowed in the six cardinal
directions including earth and sky with courage and pride the
bulls threatened each other and fought over the favors of the
buffalo maiden with fright they wheeled and galloped away
from the prancing hunter

the song was finished the rhythm of the drums shifted
back again to the one we had known and once more the herd
moved in its meandering pattern with a winding twisting
indirectness as though on the game trails which the animals
themselves had made in the hills back to the seclusion of the
low adobe building from which they had emerged the drums
stopped throbbing and the singers retired to a separate build-
ing where they could warm their chilled limbs and wait for
the ceremony on the other side of the pueblo to be presented
in the south plaza

maria had told us with a light in those artist s eyes of
hers eyes constantly on the watch for beauty how the day
had begun the singers had walked abreast across the plaza
thumping their big drums and gazing off into the hills they
had stood in a line on the eastern edge of the village singing
their songs to call the deer and buffalo down out of the
juniperusjunipersjunipers into the pueblo where women stood next to them in a
half circle waiting with little buckskin pouches of pollen or
corn meal to sprinkle on the bare breasts of the dancers as they
passed blessings were implicit as the sacred meal trickled from
brown fingers blessings were given and received in that simple
gesture the heavens were clear no wind blew the air was
almost warm for a dawn in late january but as the morning
advanced the brightness waned in the air and the wind sprang
up blowing out of nowhere round and round the plaza sap-
ping the strength of the winter sun

in this raw north wind the dancers from the other side of
the village had slipped out to form lines in the open fields
opposite the hills from which the animals had come stealing
through the smoke of predawn fires to answer the call of the
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voices and the drums the dancers in these new lines looked
even less like pueblo indians than had the deer and buffalo
for the buffalo men wore painted yellow skirts on which undu-
lating horned serpents created the bold design and the deer
dancers slim waists were bound with girdles of white rain
cloth the long cords hanging directly down behind to swish
and bob with every step of the dance like slanting rain and
glancing hail such features of costume are traditional in the
pueblo country

but the men in these new dance lines which were now
being formed on the edge of the village wore plains indian
headdresses war bonnets of eagle tail feathers with dyed horse-
hair tips they had beaded arm bands beaded belts and beaded
moccasins and each of them carried a headless lance a coup
stick from which hung a strip of bright flannel aflutter with
hawk and eagle feathers the men s bodies were bare except
for G strings and occasionally a fringed and beaded vest
these were the commanche dancers commemorating in attire
and movement and with sharpsharpp barking cries the war parties
from the plains who used to come swooping down on the
pueblos to raid and plunder and carry off the pueblo women

it seemed ironic that the enemies of the people should be
represented with such handsome costumes and so much anima-
tion in the dance and it was to us at least a further irony
that little pueblo maidens in wide white pueblo boots full
skirts blouses and scarves danced behind these naked braves
not to be sure as captives but with the joy of participation in
a favorite pueblo ceremony how short is memory how fleet-
ing pain

from out on the edge of the fields the drums began to
boom and the chanting of deep male voices rose above the
wind the commanchesCommanches probably a generic term for any or
all of those raiders from the great plains were coming in
across the flat lands as they had no doubt done for ages in
two columns they came the lines crossing each other back
and forth in a highly formalized representation of individual
combat with spear and shield the warriors faced each other
sifted through turned about and faced each other again no
quick and ugly gestures no thrusting and jerking of weapons
smoothly softly the lines flowed through each other

the naked bodies glided in a slow measured running walk
keeping time with the pulsing tombes only the barks and
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cries thin and dry like weird bird calls broke erratically
through the rhythm of the chorus and the dance those cries
clashed against the cadence of the singing but could not break
it they woke the atavismsatavi sms which were slumbering beneath the
smooth patterns of the dance they stirred a chill in the breast
but could not evoke a shudder

the throbbing columns reached the south plaza rounded
the big centrally placed kiva and took positions before the
houses on the north there the rhythms changed and with
them the steps of the dance now it was a controlled war
dance with the quick step of the stylized buffalo pawing but
not like the war dance really for everything waswas in unison
the dancers all turned right turned left advanced and re-
treated in unison and now a new pattern developed with the
lead men weaving their way down through the columns in a
sort of double grand right and left until they had worked
through the whole length of the lines

the wind blew harder and relentlessly harder until some
of the big eagle plume war bonnets turned inside out and
stayed anchored only by the thongs under the dancers chins
one tall warrior had painted the whole left side of his body
a bright blue and the right side bright yellow his legs were
bare from G string to moccasins and his trunk from belt to
braids the blue side of his body could not get any bluer but
we half expected the yellow side to turn green spectators in
alpaca lined coats returned to their cars and heaters to get
warm but the naked dancers danced on it was almost a reliefarelief

to see them turn their lines at last and slowly weave the threads
of the dance up to the door of a long low house and go inside

by turns the dance groups appeared and repeated their
dance in their separate plazas we could not stay for the finish
we went back to our friends house and ate from loaded tables
piping hot stew with home grown chilis casolepasole with high
flavored sauce crunchy white bread baked in the outside clay
ovens pudding sweet with raisins and peaches and the in-
evitable great pots of cofcoffeefee the table was always full though
I1 would wager that the hosts could not always name the guests
who sat there I1 do not know how much food was prepared
but I1 remembered when old mr lucero at the jemez feast day
on one november twelfth butchered twelve sheep in order to
feed the hungry navajoscavajos who flocked in for the occasion how
often this was repeated in the pueblo is anybody s guess as
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every house was open to any visitor who would enter and eat
it is the indian way

As we drove home the sun grew warm and the wind died
perhaps it had blown itself out in a vain effort to blast the
feast day at san ildefildefonsoonsoanso
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his wonders to perform

DOUGLAS H THAYER

the day everything really got started with mr newton
at least for me was the first monday after school quit for the
summer I1 remember I1 was laying on the grass in the shade of
our big lilac bush watching the afternoon clouds and waiting
for my mother to call me and thinking about god I1 had just
finished gathering the eggs my father had said just like he
always does hely don t you think you d better check for
eggs outside the coop he never tells me to do things just
asks me I1 know what he means though so I1 always say yes
I1 like hunting nests in the weeds anyway because I1 get the
old eggs for fights down at the pond when we go swimming
my father thinks I1 throw them in the trash

my mother was baking a pie she wanted me to take over to
mr newton who bought the johnson place and had moved
inin just the two weeks before school let out he s from min-
nesota but he isncisn t married which my father keeps saying
shows he s got good sense and he isncisn t in the church either
my mother was ssendingending him the pie because he wasngasn t married
she said that morning at breakfast that even a man who didndian t
have enough gumption to get married before he was forty
which was how old she said mr newton looked at least still
should have a decent bite to eat occasionally

because of school I1 hadnhaan t been over to mr newton s yet
and id kind of been looking forward to it of course id seen
him my mother had him out to church the sunday after he
moved in and then to our place for dinner what I1 wanted to
see was his turkeys which my father told me were the biggest
he d ever seen mr newton is a dairy farmer just like us but
he keeps these turkeys as a hobby and shows them at fairs my
father told me and moroni that s my little brother that mr
newton had won a lot of prizes in minnesota

after mr newton went home that first sunday my father
said it was pretty plain my mother was more interested in con

mr thayer is an instructor in english and a member of the creative
writing committee at brigham young university
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vertingaverting mr newton to the church than she was in just seeing
he got fed a decent meal I1 remember she introduced him as
brother newton to everybody at sunday school when he wasngasn t
even a member she said we were all brothers and sisters in
the gospel or out which sounded a little funny to me anyway
I1 just started calling him mister

then too right after mr newton moved in my mother
sent to my brother nephi who s on a mission down in texas
converting people to get some tracts and pamphlets to use on
mr newton my father says that ever since nephi left that
my mother has had the converting bug but that she didndian t have
any gentiles to work on until mr newton came into the valley
A gentile is what you are if you re not a mormon I1 know
when I1 go to town with my father he always visits his friend
mr wolfsteinwolfstein who owns the drug store he says well how
is my gentile friend today and then they both laugh but
they won t tell me why nobody ever tries to convert mr
wolfstein though

it was true about my mother trying to convert mr newton
she was awfully nice to him he got both drumsticksdrumsticks that first
sunday and all the pie he wanted moroni and me always get
a drumstick each that was the very first sunday we didndian t
and it was a big chicken too when mr newton took one leg
my mother put the other one right on his plate he said it was
too much but he sure ate both of them me and moroni each
got a wing and some of the white meat

the very next tuesday my mother sent my father over to
mr newton s with a cake and my father said then that he
knew the best way to a man s heart was through his stomach
but he didndian t know it was the best way to his soul too and that
it wasngasn t fair for her to mix food and religion she put one of
nephi s tracts on top of the cake when she wrapped it up she
said then that the lord moves in a mysterious way his wonders
to perform which is something she always says and mr new-
ton might just read the tract while he was sitting down to have
a piece of cake and be converted and besides she said it wasngasn t
any sense keeping nephi on a mission if we let opportunities
right under our noses go to waste my father said he didndian t
think mr newton was going to waste but then she said the
field was white and ready for harvest and all you needed to do
was thrust in your sickle which is something else she is always
saying
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my mother told my father it wouldnwouldnt t hurt him to be a
little more concerned about mr newton s spiritual welfare
and that he should spend less tim6timetima talking to him about sports
and farming and more time talking about the gospel he said
my mother did enough gospelingspelinggosselinggo for the whole family I1 was
home from school sick that tuesday so I1 heard what they said

of course I1 believe in god and everything but still I1

wanted to see what happened to mr newton and how the
mysterious ways of the lord worked and so that was why I1

was paying such close attention to everything that went on
about mr newton our sunday school teacher told us that the
apostle paul in the new testament got knocked out on the
way to damascus and that was what converted him I1 thought
something interesting like that might happen to mr newton
then too I1 figured if mr newton got converted that 1I would
feel a little better about those mansions in heaven my mother
is always telling moroni and me we will get if we are good
boys and live the gospel it isncisn t so hard trying to be good if
you know things are going to turn out all right in the end

well that morning my mother finally called me and 1I
stopped watching the clouds and got up from the grass hela-
man helaman she called my father always calls me hely
but not my mother helaman was a great general in the book of
mormon and she says it wouldnwouldnt t be showing respect nephi
and moroni both get their names from the book of mormon
too my mother says it s to remind us of the great men of the
past my five sisters though they re all married their names
come out of the bible my mother says if she d started out
having boys instead of girls she would have named them all
after the twelve sons of jacob who led the twelve tribes of
israel in the bible my father just shakes his head when she
says that

my mother was at the sink peeling some carrots for supper
when 1I got in the kitchen I1 took a peeled one she turned
around you re not going over to brother newton s looking
like a wild indian she said she is always telling me and
moroni we have to be examples and that a candle shouldnshouldna t be
hid under a bushel basket 1I don t know what I1 have to be an
example for when I1 got back down from washing and with
a clean shirt on the pie was in a box on the table

first though my mother got the brush out of the bathroom
and straightened my hair now you be sure and tell brother
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newton we 11ll be by tomorrow morning at ten 0 clock to take
him to the funeral she said old brother swenson had died
the friday school let out and we were all going to the funeral
she wanted mr newton to go because old brother swenson
was almost a hundred and came to utah with president brig-
ham young or somebody in a wagon train and so some of the
apostles from salt lake were coming to speak mr newton
was going to hear all about the pioneers which my mother had
said at breakfast would be a grand thing for him my father
didndian t say anything

1I remember the box was warm on the bottom now be
careful she said moroni came in and wanted to go but he
couldncoulden t

it was kind of hard riding my bike with one hand and hold-
ing the pie so it wouldnitwouldnwouldnt t break with the other my mother is
great on funerals and goes to all she can she says there s

nothing like a good funeral to keep you humble and help you
keep in mind what things are going to be like when you get on
the other side she talks a lot about crossing over and going
beyond the veil and stuff like that the way she talks about
uncle ephraim that s her brother who got killed in the war
and dead grandpawgrandpasGrandpaw jones and others wondering how they re
getting on and everything you d think they were still alive or
something

I1 know when brother callahan died she said she didndian t
know how the lord could even let him in the lowest degree
of glory because he d been such a terrible rascal all his life
rascal being about the worst word to describe anybody she ever
uses she said it was going to be terrible for him when he had
a bright recollection of all his sins which is what happens to
you in heaven unless you repent which seems to be a pretty
good idea of that s really what happens

robinson s dog barked at me when I1 went by but didndian t
come close enough to kick which would have been kind of
hard anyway what with the pie then I1 got to mr newton s

it s a big two storied brick place painted white with a white
picket fence around and big cottonwood trees with a swing in
one the johnson s had nine kids but they moved to california
because sister johnson got sick and couldncoulden t stand to live high
up in the valley after they left my mother said it was a crying
shame a big house like that didndian t have a woman and children
in it because that was what it was built for
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mr newton wasngasn t in the house so I1 had to trail up
through the yard past the barn and the corral he was just
going in the chicken coop with a bucket of water when I1 saw
him then he saw me why hullo there hely he said

hullo sir I1 said which is what my mother always tells
me to say then he asked me how I1 was and I1I1 told him fine
and that my mother was fine too and she sent the pie he said
that was nice and my mother was very kind

come on in and see my turkeys he said finally pushing
open the door

it smelled like chickens but there was only turkeys thirteen
of them which I1 remember seemed like kind of a funny number
for anybody to have anything of theysurethey sure wewerere big and black
and strutting around as if that was all they had to do one
was bigger than all the rest

that s tom mr newton said pointing to it tom
tom tom tom tom he said holding out his hand you d
have thought he was calling a dog or something but tom
didndian t come usually he comes he said mr newton sure
was proud of those turkeys and of course that was what
caused all the trouble later

on the way back to the house we met jed black who helps
mr newton he said for jed to start throwing down some feed
to the cows and he would be back out jed told my father
that mr newton was a good man to work for though he sure
didndian t overpay except he had a terrible temper sometimes my
father said he knew mr newton pinched a dollar pretty hard
before he let it go temper he always says shows character in
a man I1 don t think my mother knew about mr newton s

temper at the time one thing for sure I1 knew then 1I didndian t
want him mad at me my mother says a big man like that
can do a lot of work and doesndoean t get sick much

when we got in the kitchen mr newton took oneonesonet of my
Mothermother s cake plates from the cupboard and put it in a sack
he said the pie sure looked good and he would have a piece
before he went back outside when he opened the cupboard I1
saw lots of canned stuff I1 reminded him about the funeral
just before I1 left

ill be ready he said but he didndian t sound too happy I1
guess he figured if he kept the pie he would have to go

that night at supper my father asked my mother to say the
evening prayer she asked that the lord bless everybody of
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course and give those strength who had cause to moummourn or were
called to bear life s inevitable tragedies as she always calls them
and then she prayed special for mr newton like she usually
did asking that his understanding might be quickened so he
would see the light join the church and be exalted she also
prayed for nephi to be directed to the honest in heart and bring
many souls into the kingdom

just then my father coughed twice which meant he was
ready to eat and the prayer was long enough I1 guess my mother
heard it too she stopped about then my knees were kind of
hurting from kneeling on the linoleum so I1 was glad she
finished it isncisn t so bad when we pray in the front room there s

carpet in there when I1 opened my eyes moroni was already in
his chair he likes to eat it seemed to me at the time that if
the lord did everything my mother asked him to about mr
newton he was going to be a member in a hurry

the next day we all went to the funeral along with about
everybody else in the valley and it was really swell after the
preaching was over and we took brother swenson out to the
cemetery and left him and went back to the church to eat each
of the sisters had brought food and it was all lined up on the
tables out on the church back lawn in the shade of the big
wwillowillow1 trees with the white tablecloths kind of flapping a
little in the breeze that was starting up you just took what
you wanted

the relief society was in charge so of course my mother
had to kind of direct things she s president she told us where
to sit and said she would be there in a little while she said for
my father to fill her plate because he knew what she wanted
anyway

five minutes after we got sat down sister clarkdarkoark came by
with ralph and his two little brothers my father has always
liked sister clarkdarkoark and even more since she got her divorce
they excommunicated brother clarkdarkoark which my father said at
the time was a good thing because he was worse than any
barnyard tomcat and didndian t deserve a good woman like sister
clarkdarkoark after the divorce my father would go over to sister
clarkdarkoark s once in a while to help her on her farm or sometimes
he sent our hired man john over he says sister clarkdarkoark is one
of the few women he ever met who had a head on her
shoulders and that she deserved any help he gave her
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so my father invited them to sit with us he got right up
and helped sister clarkdarkoark with her plate and saw she got seated
then he introduced mr newton to them they started talking
and seemed to forget all about us kids my mother came a little
later well I1 see you got acquainted she said smiling at
sister clarkdarkoark and mr newton both at the same time my father
kind of gave her the eye after that us boys got permission to
sit on the grass and eat with some of the other guys we didndian t
want to listen to the gab at the table besides a lot of people
were coming by to visit

that afternoon after we dropped mr newton off and were
driving home my mother said she thought it was a fine after-
noon brother newton really seemed to enjoy himself she
said 1 I watched him during the sermons he liked sister clarkdarkoark
too anybody could see that

1 I guess you didndian t have anything to do with doris clarkdarkoark
sitting by us either did you mother my father asked as we
pulled into the lot

well I1 certainly didndian t invite her to sit at our table my
mother said smiling you did that

no but you saw to it that she came in our general direc-
tion didndian t you he said what was I1 supposed to do let her
go sit ofofff somewhere alone with those three boys

all the same you invited her to sit down she said it
wasngasn t me

my father said something under his breath about people
sticking their noses into other people s affairs then my mother
said he was going against nature and the lord wanting9 to keep
sister clarkdarkoark and mr newton apart when it was obvious they
were meant for each other and it woulditwouldatwould help save mr newton s
soul because you have to be married to get into the highest
degree of glory in the next world

also she said my father was stiff necked which is a word
they use in the book of mormon a lot and that he just wanted
to keep them separated because he liked a bachelor friend to
hobnobhob nob with and wanted to be the only one to help sister
clarkdarkoark she said he shouldnshouldna t oppose the lord s will my father
said it was bad enough her trying to save mr newton s soul
buttryingbut trying to get him married to boot was too much and that
my mother had a peculiar idea of what the lord s will was as
far as he was concerned
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that night my father said the prayer but he didndian t say
anything about mr newton except he did say for the lord to
protect the innocent I1 don t think my mother liked that because
she looked up then only for minute though she told me to
close my eyes

well after the funeral my mother really shifted into high
gear as far as mr newton s joining the church was concerned
she had him over to eat at least twice a week and invited him
to all the meetings and church socialssociasociatsls it seemed to me I1 spent
half my time taking food over to him there was two weeks
though she was gone to help my sisters who were having babies
one in june and one in july she always goes for a week to
help out it seems to me they have a lot of babies because she s

gone quite often
my mother has pictures of all the family on top of the piano

every time there is a new baby she adds another picture my
father says if the kids don t stop having babies she will have
to sell our little piano and buy a grand to put the pictures on
she says my sisters are just following the commandment to
multiply and replenish the earth and give the spirits bodies
that are waiting around inin heaven my father says that is a
mighty easy commandment to follow my mother says if any-
body should know about that he should

the second time my mother went to help with a baby my
father asked her if she wasngasn t afraid of losing ground with mr
newton she said no that going without her cooking would
help him realize what he was missing not being married my
father said she was bigger schemer than he thought that he
knew she was using her cooking to help convert mr newton
but he hadnhaan t figured on her trying to marry him off by using
the same weapon my mother said she wasngasn t a schemer and he
just didndian t understand the mysterious ways of the lord

by august it looked to me like mr newton was about
ready for baptism he was going to church real often and even
helping build the new addition on the chapel also he was
playing in the ward horseshoe tournament which my father
accused my mother of getting the bishop to start just so mr
newton would play he liked horseshoes my mother didndian t
say anything she was already talking about a party for mr
newton when he got baptized my father told her not to count
her members before they were dunkedbunked by which he meant
baptized and my mother told him to be more respectful
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also mr newton seemed to be kind of interested in sister
clarkdarkoark he hadnhaan t dated her at least that s what ralph told me
but he danced with her at the church socialssociats and sat by her in
meetings and sometimes went by her place to help her with
little things my father accused my mother of arranging that
and said she would get those two talked about if she wasngasn t
careful with her arranging she said nonsense that there wasngasn t
anything wrong with mr newton going over to clarkdarkoark s in
broad daylight to help put up a clothesline she said he was just
upset because mr newton was doing the little things for mrs
clarkdarkoark he used to do

of course my mother wanted to get mr newton baptized
first because then him and sister clarkdarkoark could get married in
the temple in salt lake for time and all eternity which is how
long they marry you for there and you have your family and
everything in the life to come my father says if he were mar-
ried to some women he knew this life would be plenty long
enough and he wouldnwouldnt t want to be stuck for eternity too my
mother says he shouldnshouldna t talk that way around us boys

every time I1 went over to mr newton s he showed me his
turkeys he was proud of those birds and he was getting them
all ready to show at the state ffairair in october they were fat
as they could be with their feathers all silky and pretty of
course my mother admired the turkeys when mr newton talked
about them but she said later after he would leave that if he
had a wife and family to concern himself with he wouldnwouldnt t
have time fforor turkeys the best place fforor a turkey was on a
platter she said my father asked he why she didndian t tell mr
newton that

well my mother nearly had me convinced all about god
because it looked like mr newton was just like she said
going to enter the fold but then we had all the trouble about
tom that biggest turkey of mr newton s and everything
seemed to change

it was the last saturday before labor day and me and the
other guys went down to the pond way below mr newton s

to swim and play indian in the big grove of cottonwood trees
down there we had on our breechcloths which were really
dish towels we d hooked from our mothers and our war paint
like usual and had been swimming when we decided to build
a fire and roast the potatoes we d brought along ralph clarkdarkoark



110 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

and sam simmons went into the trees to get some wood while
the rest of us got the potatoes ready

they d only been gone a few minutes not nearly long
enough to get the wood when all of a sudden they came
tearing back through the willows with ralph leading shouting
A turkey A turkey there s a wild turkey in the big tree

of course if we d stopped to think about it we would have
known it couldncoulden t have been a wild turkey because we don t
have any around our part of utah but we didndian t stop to think
I1 guess we wanted it to be a wild turkey so much we didndian t
think about anything else

it was a big tomtorntormtomm just sitting on a low limb giving us the
eye and kind of talking to himself you d suppose I1 would
have recognized that tom as many times as id seen him but
I1 didndian t we started shooting at him with our bows but it was
quite a while before somebody finally bounced an arrow off
him but he sure came roaring out then we ran out of arrows
and started throwing rocks yelling and hollering all the time
the old turkey a gobbling like crazy half running and half
flying all through the trees and us right behind him we
couldncoulden t hit him though but about that time ralph took his
flipper from around his neck and loaded up which was kind
of cheating because whoever heard of an indian using a flipper
anyway that old tomtorntormtomm perched on a limb just once too often
and ralph got off a shot he plunkedflunked him square inin the head
right in the middle of a gobble which he didndian t get to finish
down he came just like a sack of wheat

we had a big war dance of course and then got a pole and
tied him to it by his feet and carried him back to where we
were going to build our fire thinking all the time we were in-
dians taking a turkey to the pilgrims we decided to cook him
which was a dumb thing to do because he was so big it would
have taken a week anyway me and dave nelson started to
pick him while the rest went to gather wood we knew we
would need lots of wood

I1 was sitting on a rock holding the turkey and had a big
handful of feathers id just pulled off the breast when it
happened mr newton came crashing through the willows
like a mad bull right at me I1 don t remember exactly what
took place except that dave who was holding one of the legs
at the time made a flying leap for the bushes knocking me off
mmyy rock with the turkey right on top of me I1 was sort of
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dazed for a minute I1 guess but I1 could sure hear mr newton

he was hollering tom tom over and over and almost
doing a dance I1 figured maybe he thought dave was tom
somebody but then I1 saw he meant the turkey he sure was
upset he picked up the turkey and stood there kind of hug-
ging it and holding its head and looking at it I1 thought he was
going to give it some artificial respiration or something to
bring it back to hillifeilfee like they taught us in the scouts I1 could
have told him it wasngasn t any use I1 guess he figured that out
by himself though because pretty soon he laid the turkey down
gentle like it was a baby and turned on me I1 was still kind
of sitting there by the rock just beginning to figure out whose
turkey we d annihilated

well after considerable shouting swearing and stomping
around during which time he called me a murdering little
savage a heathen and a few other things mr newton grabbed
me by the wrist and yanked me up we11ll see what your
mother has to say about this he said then gave me a jerk and
we were off to a running start one hand on me the other
cradling the turkey

I1 hollered what about my clothes but I1 guess mr newton
didndian t hear me I1 sure didndian t want my mother to see me dressed
like an indian she didndian t know anything about us playing
indian but I1 was having too much trouble just keeping the
breechcloth on what with the weeds and bushes pulling at it
to worry too much about my other clothes I1 was glad I1 hadbad
on my tennis shoes though

I1 turned around once and saw the guys following back a
ways they were all dressed and ralph was carrying my
clothes I1 thought maybe they would ambush mr newton and
set me free but they were too chicken I1 would have though
if mr newton had caught one of them he didndian t even turn
around I1 guess he thought I1 murdered his turkey all by myself

when we came up past our barn I1 could see the truck was
gone which meant my father was gone too I1 was glad for that
mr newton didndian t even knock but went storming right in
the back door dragging me along and still holding the turkey
my mother was in the kitchen ironing I1 guess we were quite
a sight coming in on her like that without knocking or any-
thing her mouth kind of dropped open and she just held the
iron on my father s white shirt she was doing till it started
scorching and she smelled it
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mr newton started right in not givingmygivinglygiving my mother a chance
to say anything first he told about what wonderful turkeys
he had which was something she already knew and didndian t
need telling and how his prize tomtorntormtomm got out through a hole
high up on the south wall of the coop and how he went looking
for it down in the trees because that was the place a loose
turkey would naturally go and heard all the screaming and
yelling and followed the noise and found his prize turkey dead
and me picking him then he pulled me farther out in front of
him like he thought my mother couldncoulden t see me plain and giv-
ing me a shake when he said that last about me picking that
damdarn turkey

then mr newton stopped I1 guess he expected my mother
to say something she did too

she looked at him in a kind faint smiling comforting sort
of a way and said well that certainly is too bad about your
poor turkey brother newton

I1 guess maybe he expected her to say more than that I1
guess what he really expected was she would break right down
and cry over that turkey and say it was a terrible tragedy and I1
would be whipped within an inch of my life and all but she
didndian t my mother always says after raising and marrying off
five daughters and part raising three boys and coming from a
big family herself with all the trials and tribulations involved
that there isncisn t much can upset her but I1 guess mr newton
didndian t know that

anyway he started right up again but he didndian t swear this
time either which I1 thought kind of made him a hypocrite
because he sure swore before but anyway I1 was going to tell
my mother all about his swearing I1 figured she wouldnwouldnt t be
so anxious to have him in the church when she knew that

he called me a murdering little savage again like down at
the pond and other things and wanted to know if I1 was the
kind of boy the church developed and if so it had a lot of
improving to do which I1 thought wasngasn t a very fair question
finally he wound up though because after all there s only so
much a man can say and I1 guess he had about said it he
ended up saying he had said all he was going to and now it
was up to my mother

she stood there smiling at him still like she expected to
soften him up just by doing that why id be glad to roast
that turkey for you brother newton so it won t go to waste
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she said which was kind of a dumb thing even for her to
say because she knew as well as I1 did how mr newton felt
about people who ate turkeys then she stepped over to the
table where he d put the turkey without even asking if she
could and felt the bare spot where the feathers were gone
he s awfully big for cooking but maybe he won t be too

tough she said maybe he will grind up for patties
that was sure the wrong thing to say mr newton just

stood there hardly breathing he eyes wide open sweet suf-
fering jesus he said finally real loud and then went thunder-
ing out the back door and down the steps stomping hard
enough to put his foot right through the porch and almost
tearing the screen off the hinges my mother went after him
to say he d forgot his turkey but he didndian t come back

when she came back in she wasngasn t very happy she wanted
to know what I1 had to say for myself I1 was going to tell her but
she didndian t give me a chance disgraceful she said running
around naked as a savage then she picked up a serving spoon
laying on the sideboard and cracked me twice on the head with
it like she does sometimes when she s mad

I1 had to take two baths because the water got all red from
my war paint

my mother was still mad when I1 got back in the kitchen
fancy you upsetting brother newton like that she said
why what will he think just what will think I1 just hope you

haven t upset him too much what with him about to be bap-
tized and everything ill111iiiliiiti have to send him over a nice pie
tonight

1I wanted to tell her I1 didndian t think a pie would help much
but I1 didndian t she wouldnwouldnt t let me explain about anything and
I1 had to pick the turkey your father will deal with you
later she said which was what I1 was afraid of the guys
were waiting for me outside they helped me pick the turkey
the chickens

when my father got home at supper time and my mother
told him he laughed you better find yourself another con-
vert mother he said after he got over laughing strass new-
ton won t want to be joining any church whose members
murder his prize turkey

but they didndian t mean any harm she said they re just
boys surely brother newton wouldnwouldnt t let a little thing like a
turkey keep him out of the kingdom
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just resurrect the turkey and everything will be fine my
father said still laughing my mother told him not to say
such things

seeing my father felt so good I1 thought he would forget
about me but he didndian t it wasngasn t too bad though he bawled
me out and told me I1 should have had more sense when I1 told
him it wasngasn t all my fault he said not to make excuses that a
man always paid for his mistakes in this life sooner or later and
the faster I1 learned that the better offoff I1 would be he tried
to act mad but I1 could see he wasngasn t too upset about mr
newton he said I1 couldncoulden t ride my bike for a week

A little later jed came over with some plates and said mr
newton wouldnwouldnt t be going to sunday school in the morning so
not to pick him up

what did I1 tell you my father said looking up from his
paper when jed left

my mother didndian t say anything for a minute the lord s

ways are mysterious to man she said finally kind of solemn
like she was repeating scripture

they re going to have to be mighty mysterious if youveryou ver
get newton under the water he said he said too she better
forget about mr newton courting sister clarkdarkoark because if
ralph was with us mr newton probably saw him and wouldnwouldnt t
feel any more kindly toward the clarks than he did toward us
my father seemed pleased about that

all over a silly turkey my mother said then she told
my father totaketo take the turkey over to mr newton he said that
would be just like waving the red flag at the bull and did she
expect mr newton to eat his prize bird because it would be
just like him eating a member of his own family if she did
finally she decided to pay for the turkey out of her egg money
and freeze it until the church supper in october

later when I1 figured she was cooled down enough I1 told
my mother how mr newton swore and carried on at the pond
she said none of us was perfect and I1 shouldnshouldna t talk about
people s faults brother newton was provoked she said
when moroni and me went to bed she told us to pray for mr
newton so he would see the light she prayed at supper and
had a lot of good things to say about him

I1 said a word or two but not any more than I1 figured I1
had to I1 don t know what moroni said anyway it looked to
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me like mr newton wasngasn t about to get converted no matter
what happened I1 was starting to wonder a little bit about god

the next morning things were kind of quiet around our
place I1 guess my mother was thinking about mr newton s

soul and all that she wasngasn t sad though because like she
always says you have to have faith well I1 got ready for sun-
day school and was sitting on the front porch waiting for my
mother to finish getting moroni ready when all of a sudden
doctor blanchard went tearing down the road in his old ford
raising a cloud of dust my mother saw it too through the
kitchen window the way he was traveling meant somebody
was either sick or hurt

right away she started phoning down the line to find out
where he had stopped it was at mr newton s jed answered
he said mr newton fell off a ladder while he was up fixing
the hole in the coop where the turkey got out and broke his leg
and hurt his back my father came in from checking the cows
just as she was hanging up the phone he saw doctor blanch-
ard s car too

somebody sick he said
brother newton fell and broke his leg she said already

taking off her apron
my hell he said and the last of the crops to finish up

too
my mother didndian t even pay any attention to my father swear-

ing they hurried and got in the truck and went zooming over
to mr newton s she told me to read to moroni out of the
book of mormon and we probably wouldnwouldnt t make it to sunday
school

they were gone two or three hours I1 heard all about what
happened at lunch it was like jed said mr newton fell while
he was fixing the hole in the coop my mother said it was
providence because now mr newton would see how the church
helped people in distress and that would maybe bring him into
the fold my father said he hoped he wouldnwouldnt t be bothered by
any of that kind of providence

there must have been a big discussion at mr newton s

from what I1 heard doctor blanchard said mr newton would
have to go to the hospital he didndian t want to though even if
he did need nursing my mother said at the table most men are
boobsblobs and afraid of hospitals but my father said it was just
because mr newton was tight and didndian t want to spend all



116 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

that money there wasngasn t any need of sending him to the
hospital though my mother arranged for the relief society
sisters to take care of him mr newton said no at first but
finally said yes it was because of the twenty dollars a day it
would have cost him my father said and because he would
have been away from his turkeys

my father told mr newton he wouldnwouldnt t have to worry
about his farm that the neighbors would help jed and see his
hay got put up and everything my mother told him he should
have said brethren rather than neighbors

my mother was busy two days organizing pairs of relief
society sisters to goingo in and take care of mr newton during
the next weeks my father said it seemed to him sister clarkdarkoark
was assigned more than her share of the time at mr newton s

and my mother would get those two talked about yet she said
nonsense and for him not to worry about such things two
sisters always went together so she said everything was all
right anyway he said it looked like a plot to him

my mother also saw that mr newton got plenty of church
reading material because now he had plenty of time but she
didndian t go around his place too much she knew he was still
thinking about his turkey and she wanted things to run smooth
as possible

when the fair came me and my father and ralph took mr
newton s turkeys to show for him they all won prizes which
made mr newton very happy he had the ribbons tacked on
his bedroom wall so he could look at them all the time when
he wasngasn t reading or watching television or eating my father
said the sisters would have mr newton so fat feeding him
like they did that his legs wouldnwouldnt t be able to support the
weight when he did finally get out of bed

I1 helped when we all got together to put up mr newton s

hay then I1 helped a lot too when jed had more than he could
handle I1 didndian t get paid though my mother said it was one
way to pay back for the turkey and that part of repenting was
restoring what you had taken you have to repent if you go to
heaven

well after mr newton was laid up two months I1 don t
know what happened because he was almost better and he
decided to join the church my mother says it was because he
saw what real christian brotherhood was like while he was laid
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up but my father says it was just that the relief society wore
him down and he didndian t have a chance once he broke his leg

mr newton and sister clarkdarkoark decided to get married too
my mother tells everybody it s a real romance and he had a
chance to see what a fine woman she was while he was recover-
ing not my father though he says it was because mr new-
ton just got used to having women around the house during
those weeks and he can t get used to the peace and quiet now
he s almost better he says too mr newton needs some more
pasture and sister clarkdarkoark s farm has the best pasture inin the
valley also he says ralph and his two brothers will be a great
help on the ffarmarm and mr newton can see that my mother
says nonsense and that my father hasnchasn t got a romantic bone
in his body and he s just upset the way things turned out

they announced the engagement at the ward dinner last
week my mother sure had to do some scurrying around when
we got there though they had mr newton s prize turkey we
killed all roasted and right in the center of the middle table
she had the sisters cut it all up and spread the platters out so
mr newton wouldnwouldnt t notice when he came in on his crutches
with sister clarkdarkoark my father said she was shifty and he had
half a mind to tell mr newton she said he shouldnshouldna t oppose
the lord s will

I1 think mr newton is going to be all right though he
told ralph and his brothers he would take them to yellow-
stone park next summer if they got good grades and helped
their mother this winter and he said I1 could go if I1 wanted
which sounds like a good deal because 1I always wanted to
see a grizzly bear like the indians used to kill just with a knife
to prove they were brave

of course mr newton s temper worries me a little still I1

sure wouldnwouldnt t want to do anything wrong on that trip I1 won-
der sometimes too what might happen if he ever found out
it was ralph who blasted his turkey out of the tree my mother
says not to worry about mr newton s temper she says being
married would help him a lot and being in the church would
help too because that s what the church is for is to perfect
people and we would see a big change in mr newton by next
summer

my father says not to depend on it
I1 don t know though I1 ve been thinking about everything

that s happened this summer and I1 ve nearly decided my mother
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is right about god his moving in a mysterious way and all
now I1 m waiting for next summer mr newton s family
wrote from minnesota that they were realrea pleased he was
getting married and settling down finally because it was about
time and his younger brother who is past thirty five will be
coming out in june to see if he can t find a farm this was all
in a letter sister clarkdarkoark read to my mother

of course my mother is real happy she wrote to nephi
that the fields here in this part of the lord s vineyard are
truly ripe for harvest and she s already making plans for next
summer I1 m waiting to see what god will have to do to mr
newton s brother to get him to join the church
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