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can god be pictured
TRUMAN G MADSEN

A little boy was hard at work with a crayon what are you
drawing his teacher asked god he replied oh but we
don t know what god looks like still busy and without looking
up he replied we will inin just a minute

on the picturability of god mormonism isis with the little
boy though perhaps not with his picture the rest of christen
dom tends to agree with the teacher

HOW IS CHRIST LIKE GOD

MORMON catholic protestant let me put the issue to you this
way suppose the three of us were standing in the presence of
the resurrected christ we each have modern cameras with
quality lenses and filters would our photographs be adequate
portrayals of god

CATHOLIC it depends on what you mean by adequate and
god we would at best have only a surface glimpse of our

lord
protestant I1 am not sure I1 view the easter eventevent3eventa just as you
do anyway your question seems strangely unimportant to me
what matters is whether we are grasped in the faith state

MORMON already different perspectives are emerging so
let me announce where I1 am leading whatever is true of the
appearance and nature of christ as he stands glorified before us

the content of the following dialogue is not invented it is based on many
actual discussions with esteemed figures in catholic and protestant circles
and is an attempt to speak accurately for them its summary form has two
main objectives first to highlight recent trends in official writing about
god and second to show how the most fervently urged objections to mor-
mon teaching of divine personalism turn on closer analysis into compqllcompellcompellinging
thrusts toward it the author will welcome comment from representatives of
any and all faiths especially critical comment TGM
dr madsen is professor of philosophy at brigham young university and
director of the institute of mormon studies

thehe easter event and the phenomenon of the empty tomb are the
focus of much protestant discussion resurrection often means the resurrection
faith of the early apostles catholic is committeedcommitteescommit teed to an actual resurrection
but not necessarily a physical one

115113
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is true of the eternal father not on the surface only but in
depth

this is not to say as I1 am often berated for saying that the
eternal father isis exactly like mortal man rather jesus christ
in his perfected and picturable state is exactly and completely
like the father

CATHOLIC oh no you are projecting your own ffinitudeintrude
my objection comes from chalcedonchalcedonyChalcedon there were two natures
in the one person of christ full humanity and full divinity
our camera would not reveal the hidden divinity you are
making the appearance the total picture of god a serious and
heretical error

protestant I1 am less concerned than catholic with the
exact language of the creeds bultmann and others have moved
us to a symbolic understanding of the trinity 2 and many now
admit the old formulas are weak and unintelligible but 1I

too would object to your fastening on the jesus of history as
a veritable icon of the divine 3 god is ultimate reality hence
though personal is not a person 4

MORMON for both of you I1 have a question if I1 ought to use
personal imagery for christ because he is a person and if I1

ought to worship him because he is in every way worthy of
worship why not apply similar imagesL to the father

protestant you know very well god is a spirit infusing
yet transcending all things therefore cannot be spatialized he
isis in all things therefore cannot be localized he undergirdsunder girds all
that is therefore cannot be objectified

see rudolph bultmann kerygma and myth ed hans W bartschzartsch SP
CK 195419541

much protestant writing distinguishes the jesus of history from the
christ of faith the outcome of a century of biblical scholarship concludes we
must be content to see jesus through the eyes of the early church or not see
him at all

whether it isis even meaningful to speak as is common of the ultimate
as personal whwhileae1e subtracting from the term all the ordlerdlordinarynary and even extra-
ordinary qualities at the foundation of personality isis a question rarely pursued
but obviously critically important close analysis will show that usually what
is meant isis that we as persons have a personal relationship with god who isis
not a person

slsincence schleirmacher the idea of man s absolute dependence has prevailed
over detached or spectator observation the core of religious caring and of
the idea of holiness requires an ultimate it isis said and to fix on any object of
finite reality is idolatry see john A T robinson honest to god london
student christian movement press 1963 a popularization of tillich
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OF monotheism AND EMANATION

MORMON you have abandoned our original stance we are
in the presence of christ clearly he does not pervade all
things but each of us may very well be pervaded by the emana-
tion of his or if you like the spirit why then your fixation
on the universal spirit to the exclusion and in extreme forms
denial of personality

CATHOLIC because primarily the moment you talk of singu-
lar personality especially in incarnate person you limit god 0

and if there is one thing the whole christian tradition teaches
it is that god is not limited

MORMON if you mean by limited that he has boundaries
and measurable even sensuous qualities true enough but if
you mean that chereftherefthereforeoteore he is prevented from overmastering the
universe including thomas being and protestants power
of being yyouou are negating christ s testimony all power is
given me not all power is me both in heaven and earth
matthew 2817 so with the father

CATHOLIC but you do not face the implications of what you
are saying you are talking tritheism three gods you are
violating the great nicean tradition of one substantial god of
which I1 am chief custodian 7

MORMON I1 must again question your time honored abuse of
11 one and two you have a twonesstwo ness father and son as
arius and athanasius8athanasius8 did which even protestant s metaphori-
cal reading doesndoean t help much your two participate in
one metaphysical substance buttressed by aristotelian defini-
tions but the monotheistic comfort is illusory for on your
view almost every attribute we discern in the present embodied

the entire spectrum of catholic and protestant writing agrees on this
notion of limit from billy graham to the jesuit karl rahner see his theologi-
cal investigations trans cornelius ernst baltimore md helicon press 1961

the councils discussed modalism three functions and subordination-
ism that christ was somehow subordinate to god see J S whales chris-
tian doctrine london cambridge university press 1963 chapter 5 no one
considered whether christ could be an individual coeternalco eternal and yet have de-
veloped to become fully like the father the main issue traditionally is how
god became man

s athanasius held that the second person of the trltritrinitynityanity was not only bodi-
less but so unlike man that his self revelation was really misleading his
purpose was atonement else he would not have been incarnate in human form
see athanasiunsAthanasiuns de incarnations viii
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christ must be denied to the father you object as if terrorized
even to admitting that the father is associated with space and
time incorporeal changeless unconditioned are your terms
it is scandalous in a technical sense that christ was a par-
ticularti 0

who then has two gods you do different they are
radically dissimilar much of what inspires honor for the
resurrected christ elicits horror when directed toward god the
father and this splits your allegiance

CATHOLIC wait wait we worship both father and son in
hypostatic union 10 we do not fall into your logical net we
refuse it

MORMON you can say it as you can say round square but
you cannot do it anymore than you can make a round square
it is not just a problem of logic but a problem of action and
aspiration in action I1 cannot aspire with say thomas a kempis
to become like christ except by becoming unlike the father
if with some mystics I1 aspire to union with the changeless
unconditioned god I1 am no matter how you say it down-
grading christ as an ideal and if I1 understand you attempting
the impossible but don t you see either christ is the express
imalmaimageae of the father s person hebrews 13 whom we may
fully emulate or there is something more and higher you
can t have it both ways

CATHOLIC christ is highestc for us but he does not exhaust
god any way you sidesteppedside stepped the issue what does your
twonesstwo ness amount to answer my objection

MORMON two separate persons are yet alike and inin that
sense one perfected glorified celestial personalities christ
is equal with god as your creeds say but he became so as your
creeds deny I1 must say here that forgoror a century it has been a
ploy of our ill wishers to disparage mormonscormons for not believing
inin the divinity of christ it turns out that we alone take
seriously the full deity that christ achieved he isis not one
aspect of the divine but now exemplifies through and through

the scandal of particularity is a platonic reaction divine individuality
isis lost in much platonic and neoplatonicneo platonic thought

some theologians hold that all three of the godhead were somehow
present in and yet not reducible to the person of christ
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what it means to be and not just partly to represent divine
nature 11

WHERE LIES THE MYSTERY

protestant oh now please the trinity in the end has to
be treated as incomprehensible the paradoxes of the incarna-
tion are paradoxes of faith you lack a sense of mystery the
finite mind is helpless before the infinite 12

MORMON too often that is a double evasion first because
you don t really remainremain silent about god and second because
it suggests I1 alone profess to know more than can be known
but it is just the other way around you and catholic are the
ones who impose a mass of alien and questionable categories
upon the prophetic heritage

yet if mysteriousness is the highest tribute we can tender
the divine I1 submit that personality is in all cases more
genuinely unfathomable the elaborate subtleties of selfhood
touch us and elude us at more points than all other sorts of
reality combined there is no superpersonal being all the non-
personal isis subpersonalpersonalsub your own theologians have recently
made this point 13 but you still have a fixation on dangbangbeingrang rather
than on the far more profound living

I1 realize it startles you to be told the hebraic insight has
greater validity than the greek but your reversal is a philo-
sophical prejudice which is detrimental to christendom and
even much modern judaism lr

the most explicit mormon statement on this theme is found in the doc-
trine and covenants 9313159313 15 he received not the fulnessfalness at the first

much effort has been made to make christ himself revelation revelation
essentially consists not in the communication of truths about god but in the
self revelation of the divine personality john baillie our knowledge of god
new york schribner s 1939 ppap 175177175 177 see also john knox chilstchrist the

lord chicago willett clarkdarkoark and company 1945 and william temple
nature man and god new york macmillan company 1935

kierkegaard for example in his revolt against reason held it was more
difficult to describe one individual actor on a stage than to build up a whole
system of ideas abstractions essences

charles hartshorne is with a minority influenced by whitehead and has
restored a notion of process compatible with being inin the divine nature
but his views are widely ignored see especially his philosophers speak of god

chicago university of chicago press 1953
15the ancient hebrews who taught anthropormorphism were reverent to

the point of refusing to name the name of diety but the overlay of meta-
physical reflection has often replaced jewish personalism see abraham joshua
heschel bettBetibertbetweenceenveen god and man new york harper 1959
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CATHOLIC we are up against semantic blocks you lack
proper understanding of religious language to avoid the ex-
tremes of negation saying only what god is not and of an-
thropomorphism using human words to apply to the nonhuman
god we have one bridge left analogy wee can speak only
of similarity of relations 10 now my question mormon do
you really suppose any finite term or image or if you insist
picture has a one to one application to the divine

MORMON we are not discussing what we can say about god
but what we are to think about god therefore I1 answer you

yes what you can truly apprehend and picture of the christ
can be likewise your word is univocally pictured of the
father he that hath seen me hath seen the father john
149

BUT IS IT BIBLICAL

protestant oh but this means unlicensed anthropomorph-
ism a god bearded and enthroned one who has to wipe his
eyes and blow his nose

MORMON A caricature but such images are less inin need of
correction than many you recommend religiously it does not
ofoffendfend me that christ wept but does that a prime mover or
first cause cannot the three of us will save much needless
dispute if we stop defining the other man s terms

protestant just the same your writers do use finite terms
that come dangerouslyI1

close to blasphemy in the name of the
bible I1 object to that practice

MORMON the bible both catholic and protestant historians
acknowledge that trinitarianism as you and catholic define it
cannot be found in or even between the lines of the gospels and
epistles the problems arose later they say now I1 have no
brief with progressive revelation on the contrary I1 am rather
alone inin holding both to the necessity and actuality of modern
self disclosure of god I1 cannot place similar confidence inin

retrogressive speculation

for the traditional notion of language see E L mascall existence and
analogyanalog london longman s green 1949 also less difficult by J V lang-
mead casserley the christian in philosophy new york scribner 1951
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CATHOLIC I1 admit historical conditioning 17 but that does not
mean I1 endorse your position let s be more specific if I1 follow
you you restrict personality to the human dimension to self-
hood and as protestant says to crude materialism A god the
father embodied

IS THIS NOT materialistic
MORMON do you want to say christ isis not embodied now

CATHOLIC no A glorious body is his but not so the father

MORMON Is christ s body crude because materiate

CATHOLIC no
MORMON here again isis the division you say a body isis good
and glorious for christ bad and unthinkable for the father
hasnchasn t your own Tielhard de chardin persuaded you of the
possibility of a fusion of spiritual and material in all authentic
persons pisils

here I1 can be bold A glorified body expands increases
intensifies all the powers of the soul to be free of a body
a body such as christ s isis to be enslaved to a lesser order of
existence if this sounds revolutionary it isis because you dis-
regard the central meaning of resurrection I1 fear a misguided
reverence for god and often a despising of man has led you
finally to deny bodies to both what a travesty that makes of
christ and his mission

CATHOLIC against both you and protestant the pope has re-
cently reiterated the doctrine of the real presence of christ
inin the eucharist such a body must be metaphysical in a way
that no finite physical body is 19

MORMON therefore you are obliged to ascribe capacities to a
body that earlier protestant was reserving for the universal

seedocumenissee documents of vatican II11 ed walter M abbott S J new york
america press 1966

lTTeeilhardilhard de chardin a paleontologist and a catholic jesuit who won
the plauditsplauditepl audits of julian huxley maintains inin his bestsellerbest seller phenomenon of man
new york harper torchbooksTorchbooks 1961 that the thrust of matter and life is

toward christogenesisChristogenesis the personalizing of the impersonal but this thesis
interferes with traditional catholic dogma concerning creation original sin and
the nature of man

1 some9somecsome catholic progressivesprogress ives recently urged the pope to endorse an ana-
logical presence rather than the traditional real presence his refusal reflects
an anxiety about too rapid and too extreme reconstruction in church policy
and practice
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spirit but that is beside the point the point is you are locked
in to a pseudodivisionpseudo division of reality

CATHOLIC this much I1 can allow to you the old jansenist
and augustinian pessimism and dualism have been balanced

20now

MORMON only halfheartedly no papal encyclical and no
protestant journal has announced that matter is as sacred as
spirit that the two worlds are continuous and that in joseph
smith s words all beings who have bodies have power over
those who have not 21

CATHOLIC that is going too far

MORMON then christ went too far

WHAT MOVES THE HEART

protestant I1 detect a tendency in you to assume that your
picture of christ is motivating

MORMON yes powerfully motivating

protestant well I1 admit indeed insist that rich biblical
language such as lord redeemer savior is to be re-
tained in worship so in fact do brunner and tillich 22 thus
though the protestant principle finally breaks any worldly
imageI1 we can be motivated by the imagery without claiming
as you seem to that it has a solid connecting link

MORMON your view and commendable tolerance can be-
come self defeating a plea for fruitful illusion thus not
only statements about christ but also christ himself are viewed
not as revelatory of god but as transparent to god from
there it isis an easy step and what isis to prevent it to the view that

2 augustine partly no doubt cluedue to his sympathy with neoplatonicneo platonic philoso-
phy tended to disparage the flesh and the world more than the more influ-
ential for catholic theology st thomas acquinasAcquinas but the catholic ststillit
believesbelibellbeilees the fall of man was a wounding fall more than a complete de-
pravity fall such as in calvin

joseph smith teachings of the prophet joseph smith compiled by
joseph fielding smith salt lake city the deseret news press 1938 p 181

emitemil brunner a german neo orthodox theologian deplored the
philosopher s god who simply allows himself to be looked at tillich too
falls or as I1 would say risesrises into personalistic imagery see paul edwards
tillich s confusions mind vol 74 april 1965 p 192 ftff also the

honesthollest to god debate ed david L edwards philadelphia westminster
press 19651963
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even if jesus never lived it doesndoean t really matter 2321 next nothing
matters to this the most sophisticated answer is that as christ
clearlydearly exemplified it makes a magnificent difference if the
god you care for and pray to is there

protestant your appeal to differences may be your un-
doing don t you see how easily you can distort the religious
life everywhere are people who hear god called father
immediately they transfer the trauma and misery of their child-
hoods with all too human fathers to their notion of god the
effect on worship and prayer as any psychiatrist can tell you
is disastrous 24 this isis reason enough for careful theological
correction of picture th inkingthinking

MORMON you can t really mean what you just said if a
picture of a loving father of whom christ is a present prototype
moves you then what of an actual one

look at the diadladiagnosesdiagnosesdianosesnoses of jaspers unamuno and various
literary figures who describe the problem of modern man as
depersonalization 25 we have become things objects to be ma-
nipulatednipula ted serial numbers renewal and reunion they say can
only come when we find again the inward distinctive humane
levels of sharing and communicating religion joins in the
efeffortfort

but how strangely opposite is your therapy when you turn
to god it is as if you had learned nothing from these writers
the plea for genuine intimate person to person relationships
with god brings out the cry oh no recognize that god
transcends all existence that he or should we now say it is
beyond finite form or structure ultimate concern demands
more 1220 actually our ultimate concern reaches toward the inti-
mate concern of a real not a projected father
CATHOLIC from my point of view you are confusing philo-
sophical ultimatesultimates and personal faith I1 would not give up

some eg positivists point out that this kind of theology is compatible
with any state of affairs hence it is neither true nor false but simply mean-
ingless others eg pragmatists prefer to say that if religious beliefs though
literally false are functionally important they should be permitted to flourish

psychoanalytic theory is actually neutral on the relevance of religious
belief but whether one follows freud or not there is much evidence of the
impact of mortal fathers on one s religious conceptions

gabriel marcel a catholic has also been eloquent on this theme
2theathethe phrase ultimate concern is paul tillich s see his introductory

volume Ultimaultimateje concern ed D mackenzie brown new york harper
1965
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thinking of god in personal terms witness the great mystic
works of st john of the cross the devotional literature of
thomas merton and our art and liturgy

MORMON yes and you might also add the catholic layman s

interest in and even preference for the intimate saints and the
virgin likewise protestant hangs on to the personal pronouns
he or sometimes buber s thou even in his technical

writing 227 but if both of you transcend these remnants of per-
sonalism in your theology how can you seriously pray sing or
even worship with them

CATHOLIC we must do so because it is the best we being
finite can do

MORMON true and for a reason it is the best god can be

CATHOLIC are you saying you cannot improve or refine your
imagery

MORMON no my images are not yet onetoone to one because I1

am imagining what the prophets experienced but some of your
creedalcreedal ones are one to nothing mine can be revised and en-
riched by progressive unfolding and finally by communion face
to face but you want them purified by the categorical denial
that god the father has a face

BUT SHOULDNT WE distinguish BETWEEN
MYTH AND REALITY

protestant the more I1 listen the more I1 feel you are mak-
ing some very questionable assumptions apparently unaware
of the great gains of recent discussions of myth and symbol

MORMON I1 m glad you have said it so starkly it reflects a
strange misunderstanding

dymythologizingdemythologizing to name one enterprise reminds us that
in this scientifically enlightened age we should make none of
the primitive assumptions of the new testament cos-

mology 2 how cosmology relates to god is a puzzlement since

martin buber a brilliant jewish philosopher in ich du I1 thou pro-
tests defining man s relationship to god as an Ilitit or I he relationship see
I1 and thou trans ronald gregor smith new york scribner 1937

bultmann s effort to demythologizedemythologize is an attempt to interpret the
myths not necessarily fictions of the new testament in terms of their

relevance to the modern existential predicament of man see ketyKerykerygmagina and
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others of your influential writers such as barth brunner and
the niebhursNiebhurs inveigh against natural theology 29 but in most
instances they are not really depicturing the biblical message
but replacing imagesdrieri with images

robinson suggests we abandon our notions of god up
there and out there for what for the god down there
11 ground and power of being 30 here we are with a spatial
image again catholic says beatific vision and seems to fancy
a vortex of beautiful light rays some theologians prefer
11 spirit itself love itself 31 more images process philos-
ophers talk of creative force or principles of harmony 32

the radical and secular theoltheologiansolansb prefer to redefine god
as the name of man s love for other men 33 told to avoid any
images or concepts at all we squint our eyes and try to envisage
a qualitylessquality less blur itself an image I1 conclude therefore that
you cannot consistently be against pictures but only against the
christ picture

and what has all this done for us some call it the trivialitrivilli
zationbation of god some call it death by a thousand qualifica-
tions and altizer and friends call it just plain death but the

myth A lucid criticism isis ronald W hepburn demythologizing and the
Probproblemlern of validity new essays inin philosophical theology ed flew and
macintyre london student chrichristianstian movement press 1955

2seeaseesee karl barth the christian understanding of revelation against
the stream london student christian movement press 1954 emil brunner
the natural knowledge of god the christian doctrine of god phila-

delphia westminster press 1950 and reinhold niebuhr reinhold niebuhr
how my mind has changed ed harold E fey new york meridian books
1961 natural theology is broadly the effort to gain access to the existence
andor nature of god by reference to natural world or natural reason these
writers argue this is impossible

john A T robinson an anglican theologian has stirred up immense
controversy some of it secondhandedsecond handed through bishop jamestames pike in his
widely read honest to god see footnote 5 he canonizescanonizercanon izes being and repu-
diates person

thus nels F S ferre an intrepid critic of tillich claims tillich toward
the end of hlhiss systematics and it turned out his life wished to rewrite it
entirely substituting as the basic category spirit instead of being itself
but while ferre himself refuses to retain person preferring the personal in
his latest book the living god of nowhere and nothing london epworth
press 1966 he retains spirit life and love as primary descriptions of
god he says god cannot even be personality in the sense of our knowledge
of personality because such a god would be bound p 23

asee2seesee john cobb A christian natural theology philadelphia westminster
press 1965 a reworking of whitehead s religious thought

see thomas J J altizer radical theology and the death of god new
york bobbs merrill company 1966 A most perceptive criticism is robert
mcafee brown the meaning of the death of god ed bernard murchland
new york vintage books 1967
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mormon immersed in the prophetic tradition has held no
funeral for the prophets such depersonalized gods never lived

IS appearance REALITY

CATHOLIC there is another difficulty I1 have wanted to men-
tion all along you startle me with your confident objectivity
you are giving much too much valivallvailvaliditylity to your apparitions I1
warn you that what god is experienced as has little if any
bearing on what god isis we make room and some of your
people don t seem to realize it for visionary and dream experi-
ence like your joseph smith s but that is secondary to sound
rational metaphysics demonstrable by reason 34

some of our children for example start by seeing saints
and the virgin at another stage of maturity they report im-
pressionspressions of christ but finally they become clear on first
principles and they anticipate in abstract thought the pure un-
differentiated white light of the beatific vision

MORMON the process of our maturation isis just the reverse
we begin with the light and spirit that emanate from god to
every man isis given the light inferential knowledge develops
then we grow to closer understanding and communion in the
realm of saints but finally these preparatory experiences lead
to the crowning presence of god weW e do not thus get beyond
personality ours or his but are transformed by him until we
are capable of entering his presence

BUT IS NOT THE DIVINE BEYOND visualization
protestant that brings up another of your intolerable as-
sumptions your discussion shows that by pictured you finally
mean visualized as if someday we will really see not just
imagine now surely you will not say the invisible is visible

MORMON you and even more catholic though your theories
prohibit visualization of deity have worked hard to achieve just
that a striving that includes michaelangelo blake and dali
we neednneeda t argue the justification here someday maybe all
of us will be able to recognize how much and how little
difference there isis between your immaterial substance and

see gustre weigel and arthur G madden reisiglreiiglreligionon audandnud the knowledge
of god englewood cliffs N J prentice hall 1961
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my 11 refined matter there are subtleties of soul as well as of
body that no clumsy dualism can account for

but even on your own premises you should not give up pre-
maturely scientists tell me they visualize electrons even
though they are unseeable it is fashionable to talk of models
of this unseen reality these are not just useful fictions but in
some way they actually connect with or reflect reality
all I1 need to say here is that since among the prophets there
are genuine visions and visitations I1 cannot honestly regard as
conclusive the doubts of those who have had neither

protestant let me issue my final admission and hesitation
my struggle to make sense of god in this new age may be
awkward at times but my motives are clearclear as are catholic s

for all his strange sacred traditions we want to uphold the
majesty and sacredness and grandeur of the divine the abso-
lute admittedly slippery is traditionally the most sublime

MORMON I1 raise a question about your absolute a question
rarely spoken that afflicts the depths of man more than all
secular attacks combined

why should an absolute in power plenitude of being or
whatever create men so hopelessly unlike him why should I1
revere the so called majesty and grandeur of a god who chose
to place an everlasting gulf between his nature and mine with
whom I1 have and can have nothing in common except being

CATHOLIC the question is blasphemous it shows an appal-
ling irreverence an incredible blindness to man s contingency
here I1 contribute my witness god s very nature forbids that
he should have equals

protestant finally I1 believe the ultimate reality is

gracious and fulfills man s quest for grace but again I1 oppose
any identification of the ultimate as a being

MORMON I1 witness inin reply god s very nature requires that
he should have equals sons becoming joint heirs christ was
the first to become fully like the father and he is the ex-
emplar of our actual divine possibilities thus I1 have left
to the last the question that should have been first which
god or which picture of god is most worthy of our allconall con
suming love



126 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

two poems by martha haskins hume

the awakening
somewhere between sleep and waking
a white hawk flies
through threshing wings of light
which blind and shake
man knows he never dies

somewhere between sleep and waking
loves lies
lies with a bruised beak raking
man as he rises into light
the awesome quaking

solstice
our love turns now upon its solstice
halved by the blood s cacophony
where mind strips off the wry flesh poultice
we cling encircled by love s strategy
smoulderingshoulderingSmoulder ing inin our mustard flower
we watch the leaves unfurl their banns
now must I1 run to stone coiled precipice
of self dim face which never scans
before we are I1 am

mrs hume isis a doctoral candidate inin english at the university of colo-
rado



authority coniconfconflictslictslichts in the
mormonbattationmormon battalion

EUGENE E CAMPBELL

the history of the mormon battalion presents an interest-
ing study of conflicting military and religious authority with
the exception of the commanding officer initially all of the
members of the battalion were also members of the mormon
church and its officers were chosen by the church leaders
and were entrusted with religious leadership as well as military
supervision of the men however it proved to be difficult to
be a military officer and a brother in the priesthood at the
same time especially when the highest officers of the battalion
were non mormon unfortunately for the mormon officers
some of the enlisted men held a higher rank in the priesthood
than they and gradually began to assert their religious authority
over that of their officers by the time the battalion was dis-
charged the men were badly divided some chose to re enlist
some chose to follow their senior captain but the large majority
chose to follow the men who had emerged as their religious
leaders

when captain james alienallenailen rode into the mormon camp
in july 1846 he carried a letter authorizing him to enlist a
battalion of five hundred mormonscormons and march them to cali-
fornia to join general kearney in the conquest of that area
from mexico this letter instructed captain alienallenailen to permit
the enlisted men to choose their commissioned officers subject
to his approval and these officers would be permitted to
choose the noncommissioned officers also subject to the com-
manding officer s approval 1 this selection was carried out
in typical church fashion however for the church leader brig-
ham young said that if the brethren wished him to nominate
men for officers he should select men of judgment experience
and faith who would take care of the lives of their men 2

dr campbell isis professor of history at brigham young university
daniel tyler A concise HIhstoryastorystory of the march of the mormon battalion

salt lake city juvenile instructor press 1885 p 113
2frankafrankrank golder the maychmarch of the mormon battalion new york the

century company 1928 p 125123
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it was voted unanimously that president young and his council
nominate the officers for the several companies as far as they
thought proper 3 thus the men were committed to obedience
to their officers on the basis of their selection by the church
leaders as well as by military commission

just before leaving council bluffs the officers selected
were gathered together for instructions and counsel by brigham
young and other church leaders tyler reported this meeting
as follows

on saturday the 18th of july 1846 president B
young H C kimball P P pratt W richards john taylor
and wilford woodruff met inin private council with the com-
missioned and non commissioned officers on the banks of the
missouri river and there gave us their last charge and
blessing with a firm promise that on condition of faithful-
ness on our part our lives should be spared our expedition
should result inin great good and our names should be held
in honorable remembrance to all generations they instructed
the officers to be as fathers to the privates to remember
their prayers to see that the name of the diety was revered
and that virtue and cleanliness were strictly observed
they also instructed us to treat all men with kindness
and never take that which did not belong to us even ffromrom
our worst enemiesenemies not even in time of war if we could
possibly prevent it and in case we should come inin contact
with our enemies and be successful we should treat prisoners
with kindness and never take life when it could be avoided 4

henry standage added some items of interest in his journal
he wrote

president young instructed the captains to be fathers to
their companies and to manage their affairs by the power and
influence of the priesthood then they would have power to
preserve their lives and the lives of their companies and
escape difficulties the president told them he would not be
afraid to pledge his right hand that every man would re-
turn alive if they would perform their dutiesdittiesduiles faithfully
without murmuring and go inin the namenarnenaine of the lord be
humble and pray every morning and every evening in their
tents A private soldier isis as honorable as an officer if he
behaves as well no one is distinguished as being better
flesh and blood than another honor the calling of every
man in his place all the officers but three have been in the

golder ppap 125124123124123125 124
tyler ppap 128129128 129 also journal history of mormon battalion MS

july 18 1846 hereafter referred to as JHMB
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temple let no man be without his undergarment and always
wear a coat and vest keep neat and clean teach chastity
gentility and civility swearing must not be admitted insult
no man have no contentious conversation with the mis-
souriansourian mexican or any class of people do not preach
only where people desire to hear and then be wise men im-
pose not your principles on any people take your bibles and
books of mormon burn cards if you have any

tyler quotes brigham young as sayingsaving not one of those who
might enlist would fall by the hands of the nation s foes and
that their only fighting would be with wild beasts 6 further
instructions were given the officers and men by letter in a
letter dated august 19 1846 president young said if
you are sick live by faith and let the surgeon s medicine alone
if you want to live using only such herbs and mild foods as
are at your disposal 7 on the following day another letter
was received addressed to the men and officers of the battalion
and after repeating the counsel that the officers act as fathers
to the men counseling them in righteousness in all things
they were also instructed to remember the ordinances in case
of sickness b these instructions in regard to sickness and faith
healing resulted in a great deal of misunderstanding and bitter
experience on the part of the men

it should be noted that president young addressed all of
his letters to captain jefferson hunt senior captain of the
battalion even though one of the general authorities of the
church levi W hancock was a member of the battalion
hancock who was one of the seven presidents of the seventies
had volunteered as a musician in company E despite his
high position in the church brighambriham young seems to have
ignored him as far as any assignment of leadership is con-
cerned it is true that henry bigler believed that hancock and
david pettigrew had been appointed by brigham young to
11 counsel advise and act as fathers to the men of the bat-
talion 9 and that golder refers to hancock in a footnote as
chaplain and one of the musicians of the battalion 0 10O how

journal5journal history of the church MS july 18 1846 hereafter referred
to as journal history

tyler p 118
ibid p 141466

s journal history august 20 1846
urahgulajutahguraj historical quarterly vol 5 no 1 p 44

golder p 147
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ever there is no reliable evidence that hancock had any official
appointment as spiritual leader on the contrary he isis never
mentioned by brigham young inin his communications with the
battalion and he makes no claim for such office in his own
journal further evidence may be seen in the fact that jeffer-
son hunt conducted most of the meetings and although he
usually called on hancock to speak hunt was in charge presi-
dent younyoungg apparently expected the officers to take the lead
in spiritual affairs as well as in military since all but three
had been to the temple it was presumed that the officers could
care for the spiritual needs of the men

levi hancock first began to show signs of leadership about
a month after the battalion had left council bluffs on august
20 1846 he recorded the following

about this time I1 saw D B huntington who told me
that some of the brethren had defiled themselves and that
many witnesses had seen it with their own eyes I1 con-
cluded that I1 would ponder upon the subject and see if there
couldncoulden t be some measures taken that would prevent more of
such troubles in camp therefore I1 called upon capt
hunt and told him we ought to have some meetings and he
then appointed me to take charge of the same and then call
on brother winwm hyde and tyler to assist me and father petiperipedipedd

grew sicsiclhicl to open the meeting I1 talked to the battalion as
well as I1 knew how I1 told them that they must not sware
swear and take the name of the lord in vane vain and

told them that he who had sineddined sinned to do it no more
for a long time

several other men recorded their reactions to the meeting but
sergeant william coray s account is given in greater detail
than the others he wrote

levi W hancock who was the highest ecclesiastical
authority inin the battalion at this time opened the meeting
elder tyler spoke followed by hancock hyde and capt
hunt the latter told his feelings at considerable length and

levi hancock journal 16aiga MS approximately august 20 1846
the importance of this meeting in hancock s mind as well as insight into

his religious nature may be determined from the following item recorded in
his journal

having an opertunaty opportunity now finish the recording of the
operations of the spirit upon me on the 21st day of august at hurricane hill
I1 thought the lord spoke to me and told me my sins were all forgiven and
what was done at the meeting august 20th was according to his spirit which
overjoyed me so that I1 lay sometime in the spirit praising my god who is so
good and kind as to manifest himself to me in such a manner
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with great animation he fairly laid the ax at the root of the
tree and discountenanceddiscountenancer vice inin the strongest terms which
imported a good spirit to the battalion and checked insubor-
dinationdination materially captain hunt advised the captains of
companies to get their men together frequently and pray for
them and teach them the principles of virtue and be united
with each other 12

tyler and standage also gave similar reports of this meeting
standage included david pettigrew in his list of speakers 13

one week following this meetingc the journal history records
that the officers in command called upon elders david petti-
grewI1

and levi W hancock to take charge of the spiritual
affairs of the camp 21411414

apparently there were no serious conflicts of authority
during this first month hancock had used his own initiative
inin approaching captain hunt concerning the meeting and
hunt and the officers had recognized the need when they
asked hancock and pettigrew to act as spiritual advisors to
the men A few days after this important meeting word was
received that captain allenalienailen had died and with his death came
the beginning of conflict in the battalion

captain alienallenailen had assured the mormon leaders that if he
should leave the battalion the senior captain would have the
right to command accordingly jefferson hunt took over
according to hunt s report of this incident he called the
officers together and assigned captain hunter and lieutenant
dykes to investigate his right to command two days later
captain hunter produced the law on the subject showing
that it was hunt s right to command the following day how-
ever lieutenant A J smith rode into camp having been sent
by the commandant at fort leavenworth to offer his services
to lead the battalion in a letter to brigham young hunt re-
ported

the next day lieut smith came up and I1 was made ac-
quaintedquain ted with him he soon told me he desired to lead the
mormonmornion battalion to santa fe and referred to the benefits

JHMB august 20 1846
golder p 148

davdavidd pettigrew familiarly known as father pettigrew was one of the
oldest men in the battalion being then in his fifty sixth year he had served
as a member of the nauvoo stake high council and had a fine record of
church activity

journal history august 27 1846
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we should receivereceive from having a U S offofficericer at our head
I1 told him it might or it might not be so but forfor myself I1
was willing to risk marching the mormon battalion myself
to gen kearney I1 was however but one and could only
act as such if he wished I1 told him he could see all the
officers together and lay the matter before them and if a
majority of them wished that he should lead us to gen
kearney I1 would consent accordingly I1 notified all the
officers and they were present inin the evening when lieut
smith laid his propositions if our battalion were gone
ahead that the provision master was not acquainted with any
of our officers and if we should overtake him and make out
a requisition he could not officially know us inasmuch as
we had neither commissionscommissions nor certificates that we were
officers major walker the paymaster general addressed us
he candidly advised us to let smith lead us referring to the
many difficulties we should have to meet if we undertook to
go by ourselves our pilot informed us that it was the inin-
tention of col price who we all knew was our inveterate
enemy to attach us to his regiment if we did not accept of
smith

there was nothing said by our officers one way or the
other inin the presence of smith and the other officers save
by adjutant G 0 dykes who stated our inability to make
out correct pay rolls and other documents now wanting with-
out some instruction and gave his viewsviews inin favor of smith
I1 questioned smith very closely on his intentions if he cal-
culated to carry out the designs of lieut col alienallenailen stating
that I1 would under no consideration resign my command
to him if he did not intend to carry out these designs he
replied that such was his intention when they were all
through I1 requested that lieut smith the paymaster pilot
and doctor should withdraw I1 then told the officers that it
remained with them after hearing what they had to decide
the question the matter was talked over a little when capt
higgins moved that lieut smith should lead us to santa
fe which was seconded by capt davis and carried unaniananiunani-
mously smith was apprised of this and took command the
next morning

unfortunately lieutenant smith proved to be a harsh dis-
ciplinarian and the men of the battalion blamed their officers
for accepting him as their commander without putting it to a
vote of the men 16

golder p 156 letter from jefferson hunt to brigham young concerning
smith s appointment dated santa fe oct 17 see B Y history MS 1893
P 393.393593595

tyler p 226
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accompanying smith was dr sanderson who had been
appointed to the position of battalion surgeon by colonel
allenalienailen before he died 17 this officer was the cause of much of
the dissension in the battalion and was thoroughly disliked
by the mormon soldiers part of his unpopularity came from
the fact that he was a missourian and from his constant use
of vulgar and profane language the main difficulty was his
refusal to respect the mormonscormons belief in faith healing tyler
reported that some of the men who were sick were being car-
ried in a wagon purchased by sergeant thomas S williams
although they had neglected to report themselves to dr san-
derson this led to a severe altercation involving threats of
violence between williams and the commanding officer be-
cause of this sergeant N V jones went to lieutenant smith
and told him that the soldiers were loyal and respected their
officers but that they had religious scruples against takimtaking
mineral medicine smith said that he was not aware of this and
did not want to force the men to do somethimsomesomethingthim that was
against their religious convictions he turned to adjutant
dykes and asked if jones statements were true dykes replied
that there were no such religious scruples and that the church

authorities themselves took such medicines 18

later hunt had told the colonel that it was rather
against our religious faith but when tyler went to hunt and
insisted that the colonel be made to know that it was against
the faith of the men and that the malpracticesmalpractices of sanderson
should end hunt said that such actions by tyler would raise
a mutiny and said that nothing more could be done 10

dykes unfortunate answer plus hunt s refusal to press the
issue made an almost intolerable situation for the sick men of
the battalion and led to a further loss of confidence on the
part of the men in their officers tyler appears to reflect the
feelings of most of the men when he attributes the deaths of
several men to the administrations of arsenicarsenic and calomel at
the hands of dr sanderson 20

TB H roberts comprehensive history of hethe church salt lake city
deseret news press 1930 V p 106107106 107

tyler p 145
dykes was regarded by the mormon soldiers as the source of much of

their trouble see tyler p 148 and golder p 187
19ihidikidibid p 160
leid201hid201ibidhidfidfyd ppap 158 163 186274186 274
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on october 3 another council of officers was called to
consider the suggestion that the battalion be divided tempor-
arily sending the strongest men ahead to keep the battalion
from being discharged and to permit the rest to follow as
rapidly as they could this proposition was approved being
opposed only by first lieutenants james pace andrew lytle
samuel gulley and we think lieutenant W W willis with
invited guests levi W hancock david pettigrew sergeant
william hyde and others 1221 this indicates once again the
unofficial position held by these two men it also indicates
the source of some of the trouble caused between the officers
and men brigham young had counseled the officers not to
allow the battalion to be divided on any account and colonel
allenalienailen had promised that it would not be divided these men
opposed the separation on the grounds that it was against the
counsel of the church leaders lieutenant dykes maintained
tharthacthatthab there was no time to call councils and that president
young did not know their present circumstances 9222

A few days later at the last crossing of the arkansas the
problem of division became more severe when it was deter
mined that those who had accompanied the battalion but were
not actually enlisted should be sent up the arkansas river to
pueblo colorado after it was learned that there was a small
colony of mormonscormons wintering there standage remarked that

the officers were consenting to almost anything that lt
smith our tyrant would propose 2313

later in santa fe after a conference with colonel doni-
phan commandant of santa fe and lieutenant colonel philip
st george

0 cooke who had been appointed by general kearney
to lead the battalion to california the officers of the battalion
aoreedagreedagreed to accept their offer to send all the sick together with
the remainremaininginyoinlo women and children that belonged to the bat-
talion to peublopaublo to winter with an escort and with the privi-
lege in the spring of intersecting the main body of the church
and going westward with them at government expense 2421

accordingly eighty six men together with the women and
children with the exception of the wiveswives of five of the men

2121tylertyler ppap 157158157 158
22ibid
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history2history of brigham young MS p 387
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marched to pueblo under the command of captain james
brown still later after leaving santa fe fifty five more men
were declared to be too sick to make the rugged march to
california and were sent back to pueblo under the command
of lieutenant W W willis this left approximately three
hundred and fifty men who made the march to california
each of these divisions eventually worked to the advantage of
the battalion as well as the other people involved but at
the time of the division the end results could not be seen and it
appeared to the men that their officers had betrayed them

while the influence of the military leaders was declining
the prestige of hancock and pettigrew the religious leaders
was rising they had encouraged the resistance to the doctor s

medicine and had advised against dividing the battalion A
few days out of santa fe another crisis develocevelodevelopedpedded that greatly
enhanced their position of leadership in the eyes of the men

the battalion had passed the point in the rio grande vall-
ey where general kearney s force had turned westward toward
california and the men werewre becoming apprehensive about the
possibility of being marched into mexico rather than into
california as they had been promised colonel cooke had sent
out guidesauldesaulden who had returned with reports that there was no
water between them and the gila river a distance of about a
hundred miles A council of the staff and captains of com-
panies was called and the decision was made to proceed along
the road which led in a southwesterly direction tyler in
describing the situation says

A gloom was cast over the entire command all of our
hopes conversations and songs sincesince we left nauvoo were
centered on california somewhere among that broad domain
we expected to joloinjoinI1

i n our famicamifamilies
1

I i es and frfriendsI1
i ends

in this critical moment brother david pettegrew sicsic

better known as father pettegrew owing to his silver locks
and fatherly counsels and brother levi WV hancock went
from tent to tent and inin a low tone of voicevolcevoicevolce counseled the
men to pray to the lord to change the colonel s mind
then they invited a few to accompany them to a secret place
where they could offer uptipuipulp their petitions and not be seen by
those inin camp that night over three hundred fervent prayers
ascended the throne of grace for that one favor

on the inmorningorning of the 21st the command resumed its
journey marching inin a southern direction for about two miles
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when it found that the road began to bear to the southeastsouth east
instead of the southwestsouth west as stated by the guides the colonel
looked inin the direction of the road then to the southwestsouth west
then to the west saying 1 I dont want to get under general
wool and lose my trip to california he arose inin his saddle
and ordered a halt he then said with firmness this is not
my course I1 was ordered to california and he added with
an oath 1I will go there or die inin the attempt then turn-
ing to the bugler he said blow the right

at this juncture father pettegrew involuntarily ex-
claimed god bless the colonel the colonel s head turned
and his keen penetrating eyes glanced around to discern
whence the voicevolcevoicevolce came and then his grave stern face for
once softened and showed signs of satisfaction 2325

the battalion turned to the west and made their way to
california arriving inin january 1847 disciplinary problems on
the long march as well as severe tests of physical endurance
brought relations between the men and their officers to a
breaking point after reaching their destination the battalion
members were assigned occupation duty inin various parts of
southern california an attempt was made to make a spit
and polish military unit out of them and this added to the
general dissatisfaction felt by the men standage expressed his
feelings in the following way

this is the closest place we have been in yet to stand
guard through the night and then be obliged to work on the
fort through the day 10 hours parade at retreat with our
accouterments and do our own cooking and especially as
we can see no use of crowding business thus close the fact
is if our battalion officers who profess to be our brethren
would act as fathers to us we could have easiereaslereasiereasler times but
they seek to please the gentiles and to gain favor at our
expense 26

those who have been in the army know that soldierly
grumbling at hardship and discipline is to be expected but
in this case the relationship between the men and their officers
was slightly different these officers had been selected by
the leaders of the church and the men knew that they had
been instructed to act as fathers to their men and to manage
their affairs by the power of the priesthood this rebellion

25 ylerTyler ppap 206207206 207
2journaljournal history april 28 1847



MORMON BATTALION 137

against the officers was based on religious reasons rather than
military discipline

this division of opinion and loyalty came to a head when
an attempt was made to get the battalion to re enlist for an-
other term colonel stevenson 27 in company with captain
hunter sergeant hyde and corporal alexander came from
san diego to los angeles on june 28 to try to get the bat-
talion to re enlist for six months using a strange mixture of
threats and promises compliments and insults 228 after listen-
ing to this speech the men were dismissed into the hands of
their officers and were instructed by captain hunt to meet at a
point a short distance from camp to discuss the problem cap-
tains hunter hunt and davis and lieutenants canfield and
dykes all spoke strongly in favor of the proposition 229 then
david pettigrew got the floor and said

that he thought it our duty to return and look
after our outcast families others could do as they thought
best but he believed that we had done all that we had set
out to do and that our offering was accepted and that our
return would be sanctioned by the church leaders 0

the meeting was then adjourned because of the heat of the
sun and agreement was made to meet in the big tent at the
fort at noon standage gave a detailed report of this meeting
as follows

this certainly isis a very important crisis inin the history
of the travels or this battalion of latter day saints everyone
left to be led or walk by faith and the light of the spirit
none privileged to step forth and counsel us and our officers
who were given to us as fathers during the serviceservice all seem
to have run into many vicesvices except some about 12 0 clock
we met inin the tent some spoke when it was agreed to ap-
point a committee to draft an article of writing stating the
terms on which the men would enlist captain hunter
captain davis and father pettegrew sic were chosen for
the committee As soon as the writing was completed we were
again called together and the articles of agreement read
when several short speeches were made some believing our
mission ended the 17th of next month and others the re

stevenson2stevenson had succeeded colonel cooke when the latter went east with
general kearney bancroft history of california V 450

281211tyleryler ppap 293294293 294 contains a fairly long summary of the speech
journal history june 29 1847
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verse among the speakers was sergeant hyde of B com-
pany who spoke to the point of returning he believed
that god was satisfied sergeant tyler made some good re-
marks on the subject father pettegrew seemed warm on the
subject his remarks were truly applicable captain
hunter hinted that he had heard that there was a prophet
somewhere inin the camp he believed among the privates if
so he wished that he would come forth and give us the
word of the lord on the subject brother levi han-
cock spoke from the door of the tent said that he had
never influenced the men against the officers either publicly
or privately some remarks had been made by captain hunter
belbeibelievingbellevinobellerinolevino that someone had been trying to set the men at
variancevariance with the officers lieutenant lytle spoke denying
ever using an influence against the officers meeting dis-
persed 15 or 16 names being obtained for re enlisting news
taken to the colonel stating terms &cac which was rejected 31

this meeting revealed at least two things first it showed
that most of the men preferred to take the advice of pettigrew
hancock hyde and tyler in preference to the senior officers
the general desire of the men to get out of the army probably
had something to do with this second it also indicated that
the officers suspected hancock and possibly pettigrew and
lytle of influencing the men against them

in regard to levi W hancock s activities tyler reported
the follfollowingfollowinoowinoI1

brother hancock was very zealous and did his best to
influence the men to live their religion taught under
every circumstance he was really deserving of much credit
for the zeal and diligence he manifested inin his missionary
work among the brethren but it was very apparent that some
of the officers regarded his actions as officious and enter-
tained a feeling of jealousy towards him on that account
he however denied the imputation that he was prompted
by any other than the purest of motives and he retained the
good feelings of the others and his influence among them
notwithstanding the perjudiceperjudice that existed towards him
among those few officers 322312

there is evidence however that hancock did criticize the
officers even if he meant to do it in a spirit of kindness
standage said that lieutenant holman had told him that levi
hancock s course with the brethren would have led to an in

journal history june 29 1847
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surrection had he not been checked 33 more definite than that
statement however isis the report of a meeting held on february
15 by william coray it reads

this evening levi hancock held a meeting at lieutenant
dykes quarters inin which he stated that he hated to be under
the necessity of telling the brethren his rights he said
the spirit of god should do it men have tried to take

away my rights meaning the captains but I1 wont give them
up to any man he said that a number of the battalion
brethren had met together and washed each other s feet
and annointed each other with oil and that spirit of the lord
had testified to them that it was right

in regards to preaching brother tyler is the man to
preach to this battalion I1 know it for it was revealed tto me
after casting many insinuating remarks about the captains
taking the lead when it was not their place etc he con-
cluded by calling for an expression of the congregation
whether brother tyler should preach next sunday or not

winwm hyde arose stating that he had but little to
say but what he should say would be at the risk of all hazard
this was that levi hancock was his file leader and that he
would obey his counsel let the circumstances be what they
may

in the meantime I1 sat still and listened to all that was
said but said naught myself I1 found that brother levi
and the captain who was present considered thernthemselvesselves inin-
sulted by having their appointment taken up before their
time 34

coray said further that he did not know who was right
but he felt that both were wrongwron he felt that hancock had
been wrong in stirring up enmity of the nienmen against the offi-
cers and that the officers had often been tyrannical and had
set very poor examples for the men 3

part of hancock s influence with the men seems to have
come as a result of holding meetings with select groups inin
which the ceremony of washing each other s feet was prac-
ticed both azariah smith and samuel rogers reported such
a meeting held on february 18 1847 inin which twelve men
received the ordinance and rogers records meetings on sun-
day february 21 wednesday february 24 and wednesday

journal history april 2 1847
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march 11 in which a total of thirty seven men participated in
this ritual 30

hancock wrote a letter to brigham young inin may giving
him a report of his activities and feelings

D
in regard to the

condition of the battalion part of the letter read as follows

there has been some wickedness among some but
I1 called them together and talked as well as I1 could to them
and I1 warned them against swearing and cursing each
other and fighting as there has been all of this before I1
commenced this I1 asked the lord to direct me and I1 called
a meeting and asked if any man had anything against me
and if liehelleile had to tell me then so that I1 might repent all
hands said that I1 was clear from all and that I1 had set a
good example I1 called on a man to come and wash my feet
he said that lieheile would I1 then washed his and he minemine and
I1 said 1 I forgive all men according to the revelations and
told them why I1 had done it and how jesus said if I1 have
washed your feet ye also ought to wash one another s feet
all hands then went to washing feet I1 told them that they
must stop swearing as they had done and swearing has now
become unpopular inin this camp but about this time a
jealousy arose among us some of the officers said that there
wasvas a secret conspiracy inin the camp I1 then called on all the
brethren to bear testimony that I1 had taught nothing but
against wickedness and that I1 had a perfect right to do it
wherever I1 was inin any part of the earth I1 have nothing
against them anyhow but there are many things that look
strange to me and that I1 do not comprehendocomprehendscomprehendo as the
spaniards say brother jones hulet and others can tell better
than I1 can write one thing isis some officers putting out their
hands to stop the wages of others as has been the case inin this
battalion and then be so full of religion that they imagine
they have never sinned inin their lives 37

the results of hancock s activities became apparent as the
time of their enlistment drew to a close A few days before
their discharge standage wrote

our officers are becoming more and more like men
giving us as many privileges as they can conveniently they
have not been more than half as strict for a few days past
in fact they seem to realize that their power as military
commanders will soon be gone and that their influence will
be gone too inasmuch as they know that there are men inin

samuel rogers journal typescript special collections brigham
young university library

levi hancock letter recorded in JHMB may 12712 1847
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this battalion who stand as high and much higher in the
priesthood therefore it seems as though they wished to
restore the confidence in some measure which they well
know that has departed during the last 12 months brothers
A lytle and J pace are appointed to lead back the company
to the church being the only two who have had respect
unto the priesthood of the son of god and acted as fathers
to the brethren who were placed under them for twelve
months 18

according to tyler lytle and pace were elected by ac-
clamationclamation 39 it is not known who nominated them but there is
quite a possibility that the accepted church pattern was fol-
lowed and the nominations were made by the highest church
leader present levi W hancock at least four days after their
release standage said

this morning the cap s captains of 50s and losios
were nominated by levi hancock captain pace and lytel
sicsic elected by the brethren and organization effected accord-

ing to the pattern left for us for travelling purposes also mili-
tary by our prophet joseph 40

the long awaited day of discharge arrived with the dawn-
ingin g of july 16 1847 azariah smith gave the following word
picture of this event

at 3 0 clock PM the five companies of the battalion
were formed according to the letter of their company with
A inin front and E inin the rear leaving a few feet of space in
between the noterriousnoter rious notorious lieutenant A J smith
then marched down between the lines then inin a low tone
of voicevolcevoicevolce said you are discharged that isis all there was of
ceremony of mustering out of the serviceservice this veteran corps
of living martyrs to the cause of their country and their re-
ligion none of the men regretted the lieutenant s brevity in
fact it rather pleased them 41

standage adds that after their discharge by smith

captain davis marched company E after being mustered
out into the pueblo under arms and gave tilethetlle men as much
winewine &cac as they could wish he then delivered us into the
hands of lieutenant pace first lieutenant to march us back
to the quarters there to be discharged somesorne remarks by

journal history june 27 1847
tyler p 293
journal history july 20 1847
J H M B july 16 1847
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captain davis lieutenant pace lytel sicsic levi hancock
and father pettegrew sicsic when 3 cheers were given and
many left with animals they had purchased for a camping
ground three miles up the san pedro river 42

by the time of their discharge the battalion had been
divided into several factions twelve men had been chosen
by general kearney as an escort for him on his trip east
and left los angeles on may 13 eighty one men and officers
had re enlisted three had died one officer had resigned and
one man had been discharged and drummed out of camp
this left approximately 250 men who were planning to
join the main body of the church speaking of this group will-
iam coray said

meanwhile those who believed inin the counsel of brother
levi W hancock made preparations and started with him
to meet thetiietile church by way of walker s pass nearly 40 or 50
inin company with captain hunt also marched for the bay of
san francisco expecting to hear from the church in that
place 43

the main body then chose to follow hancock and petti-
grewI1 the fact that eighty one re enlisted and forty or fifty
followed hunt is indicative of the lack of unity within the

0group but the religious
11

leaders commanded the loyalty of a
significant majority of the battalion members when their term
of enlistment ended

journal history july 16 1847

jJ H M B july 16 1847
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A note on first snow leonialeonia7leonlayleoniah
by dale T fletcher

first snow leonia was produced in 1916 the year
mahonri young began to teach at the art students league
inin new york city his reputation was well established by then
he had learned etching in the 1890 s while working in the
engraving department of the salt lake tribune later he be-
came the president of the new york society of Eteicherschers in his
lifetime he produced over 2500 prints he said of the artists
of the renaissance the pieces of the great masters are filled
with things they don t give you one glance you get a glance
and that s good but you can read into them they are full of all
kinds of things much of his own work is just so

A person today cannot help wondering whether mahonri
young realized that the renaissance master s faith in the value
of things was dependent upon the authenticity of the church
given the apostacyapostasyapostacy when renaissance man tried to marry medie-
val faith to classical reason the 1inevitable offspring was doubt
which has grown and spread ever since thus the understruc-
ture of art based on things was progressively knocked away
until we come to the avant garde painter of today a self alone
and out there isis chaos the blank wall where the truth is less
isis more minimal art

good for the minimal artist he sees it clearly the world
isis inin a desperate situation the value of all things isis in seriousserious
jeopardy all sorts of frightful conclusions must be faced if
the apostacyapostasyapostacy remainsremains unremedied false religions are an opiate
re i inin art isis not rationally justifiable inin this kind of pre-
dicamentdicament of course most people are unaware of the predica-
ment and if such a one is an arlist he might be just as apt to
do one thing as another following the fads thinking it isis all
an exciting adventure to this bottomless limbo the avant garde
painter prefers the wall

yet thanks alone to the restoration mahornimalorni young s faith
inn the value of things was justified after all

mr fletcher is assistant professor of art at brigham young university







french reaction to shakespeare
JOHN A GREEN

it is known that before and after shakespeare s death inin
1616 troupes of english actors often performed inin sweden
denmark the netherlands germany austria and even
latvia in germany and austria particularly where extensive
research has been conducted the bulk of the repertoriesreper tories was
shakespearean in france however investigation of early sev
enteenth century material published or otherwise has yet to
bring to light any mention of shakespeare whatsoever the only
document of that time containing even the slightest allusion
to what may possibly have been a performance of one of
shakespeare s plays is the journal of the first physician to
the dauphin at the court ofot henri IV of france the doctor
recorded that in september 1604 an english company of
actors appeared at the fontainebleau palace to amuse the
dauphin then only three years of age for two weeks after-
ward the young prince insisted on strutting around the palace
dressed like the english comedians and saying tipheiph toph
milord some have speculated since the publication of the
journal inin 1868 that the child was playing falstaff saying
tap for tap my lord inin shakespeare s henry IV act 2

scene 1 whatever the play was the actors never finished the
record indicates that their performance broke up when the
dauphin ordered one of the troupe beheaded

if shakespeare was the author of the play performed in part
before the young prince none of the audience would have

this paper originally presented to faculty and graduate students of the
various departments and sectsectionsionslons of the college of humanities necessarily
involved some popularization simisimlsimilarlylarlybarly the footnotes added for this publica-
tion are intended essentially for the nonspecialist in most cases therefore
I1 have avoided referring to primary sources which for this study too often
involve holographic foreign scattered or out of print materials in favor
of works currently available I1 must recognize at the outset my debt to
two contemporary scholars robert wythe cannaday jr french opinion
of shakespeare from the beginnings through voltaire 160417781604 1778 unpubunput
diss university of virginia 1957 394 ppap and helen phelps bailey
hamiethamlethami inin france from voltairevoitVoltvoiralre to laforgue 173018861730188611730 188611886 geneva droz
1964 181 ppap all quotes unless otherwise noted are from them the
translations are mmeamemine
john A green is professor of french at brigham young university
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cared writers received little credit for their work at that time
indeed it was not until 1625 that notices began to carry the
name of the playwright 1 and as far as shakespeare is con-
cerned no frenchman between 1604 and 168211682 is known to
have made any reference to him or to any of his plays writes
cannaday nor is there any concrete evidence of performances
of his plays or those of any other english playwrights by
actors of any nationality in france nothing significant hap-
pened in 1682 either except that a nobleman who knew no
english mentioned a comediecom6diecomediesComediemedle de henri VIII in a letter
three vearsyears later a relatively obscure author dropped the name
of shakespeare and twelve other english writers in two sen-
tences on english poets

the general attitude of the french toward the english is
probably summed up in a letter written about that time at
least during the reign of charles 11II of england the french
ambassador at that court in answer to a request from louis
XIV for the names of the most illustrious men inin english let-
ters began it seems that the arts and sciences sometimes
abandon one country to go0

go and honor another now in the
sciencessciences harvey as early as 1628 had discovered and pub-
lished a treatise on the circulation of the blood one of the
greatest discoveries of medical science it was rejected in
france however a priori partly because the word cllculateurcirculateurcirculateur
even before 1628 had become synonymous with quack and
partly because france inin the seventeenth century wanted to
influence more than to be influenced presently to return
to the ambassador s letter they the arts and sciences have
passed into france and if any vestiges remain here it is only
through the reputation of bacon momsmortis thomas more
buncananbunchananBuncanan sic and more recently of one miltoniusMil tonius john
milton who has made himself more infamous through his
dangerous writings than the executionersexecutioners and assassins of
their king

of all the countries of europe france knew less about
england in the seventeenth century and preferred it that way

than of any other major power england had been the enemy
duringdurina the hundred years war her longbowmenlongbowmen had
decimated the french nobility at the battle of agincourtdagincourtAgincourt her

gustave lanson esquisseEsqu isse dune Hishistoirehsstoiretoire de la tragdietragedietragediesTrasediegediesefie francaisefrancafranqa ifeise rev
ed paris champion 1954 p 55
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ecclesiastics had killed joan of arc her king had separated
her from the church she had supported the theprotestantsprotestants against
cardinal richelieu and finally inin 1649 as the ambassador re-
ferred to inin his letter she had rebelled againstb the young
charles 1I and beheaded him behind this general prejudice and
ignorance however lie other facts that help to explain why
shakespeare remained unknown in france throughout the
seventeenth century

the development of the french theater for example begins
to differ markedly during the renaissance from that of the
english it had begun inin both countries inin the church then
moved to the public square as the comiccomic element the crude
and the grotesque were introduced into the drama both
countries eventually reacted against the excesses but not at
the same time nor with the same intensity the resistance inin
france was sudden and forcible sixteen years before shake-
speare was born in england it began to develop about the
time shakespeare embarked on his career but remained as
an undercurrent until the puritans came to power toward the
middle of the seventeenth century

the french parliament pronounced against the coarse
humor and grotesque scenes of the renaissance mystery plays
in 1548 by decreeing the suppression of religious drama dur-
ing the next hundred years french critics and writers succeeded
in eliminating other excesses consider for example the stage
setting for a typical religious drama taken from a manuscript
of 1547 only a year before parliament s restraining order the
audience had at once a view stretching from hell on the right
to paradise on the left with other mansions representing the
cities of nazareth and jerusalem the palace the temple and
the sea with a boat on it in between 2 some plays called
for thirty and even forty mansions with this type of staging
the action is described as simultaneous rather than successive
making it possible for any number of mortals of all ages and
types to appear together with beings from the lower regions
and from the world above in dramas covering a decade a cen-
tury or even as in the mystery of the old testament four
thousand years

the gradual elimination of these excesses of time place
and action began after 1548 as playwrights under constant

21 theatre anon art nouveau larousse illustreflluslr VIIv11vil 988
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presspressureure from the critics worked toward establishing simplicity
and verisimilitude as guiding principles of an improved french
theater and of course refining the drama to exclude the
coarse and the grotesque involved purifying and simplifying
the language at the beginning of the sixteenth century trans-
lators had been hard put to find french equivalents for the
noble thoughts of the latinsgatins in less than a century writes
lanson invention and borrowing of words by all levels of
society had swelled the vocabulary to the bursting point spell-
ing was chaotic and grammar hopelessly cluttered 3

the bgreatestoreatestgreatestoreatest contributions toward refining the language of
the poet were made by malherbe about 1600 and by the liter-
ary salons after 1608 malherbe who established poetry not
prose as the preferred form of literary expression in france
for more than 200 years followed the critics and writers of his
time in that he strove for simplicity and the elimination of
affectation or artificiality of manners sentiments and style he
condemned the renaissance poets for having given free rein
to their imagination and emotions and for having expressed
personal sentiments inin verse

by 1625 when notices began to carry the name of the
playwright french theater had begunbeaunbaaunb to attract people of
quality including ladies 4 no play of lasting merit had yet
been written and was not until 16361656 but in that year cor-
neille s le cid gave modern french drama its first master-
piece and determined the form of french classical tragedy
which racine and his generation were to carry to perfection
that is le cid established most of the guiding principles at
least for the theater that critics playwrights and poets had
begun to define in france sixteen years before shakespeare s

birth after le cid the principles would stand unchallenged
for another century and a half until hugo and the romantics
like the middle age and renaissance playwrights before them
imagined a drama that again emphasized scenicscenic art and an
unrestricted vocabulary and embraced everything including
the infinite

lanson la langue franfrancaiseaisealse au xvieavie sieclesi&clesincle in Hishistoirehzsfozretoire de la littera
ture franxserrancaiseFranxfranise se l6th16thlath ed paris hachette 1921 ppap 351356351 356

lanson Esquesquisseesquzssejsseisseitse dune rivoirehisioirehivoire de la I1raedletragdletrandle francaisefrazcaisefnwalsefratFraz caise loc cit
henry carrington lancaster A Hhistorystory of01 french Dradramaticdramalicmaricmalicmarlc literature in

the seventiethseventeethseventeeihseseuSeven teeth century part V recapitulation 161017001610 1700 baltimore johns
hopkins press 1942 p 6611
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by the middle of the seventeenth century simplicity re
finement and purity inin french drama had developed from a
matter of educated artistic taste to a case of necessity special
seats located right on the stage but at each side gave the
nobility an opportunity to display their fine manners and
clothes to the rest of the audience and in a poor performance
or play to trip the actors or interfere with the dialogue
france adhered to this extravagant custom which charles 11II
took back with him to england when he came to power until
the middle of the eighteenth century until then playwrights
helped to solve the problem by reducing the number of char-
acters and their movements to an absolute minimum and by
continuing to refine the langulanguagelanguaae

C
aae

C
and the subject matter to the

point that the distinguished stage audience felt more inclined
to listen than to participate

just as harvey s discovery then inin 1628 could not pene-
trate into france because of the peculiar situation existing inin the
french medical profession so the unique position of french
theater and french society inin general posed a formidable barrier
inin the seventeenth century to any extension of shakespeare s

genius or influence across the channel of course the french
medical profession eventually had to recognize the truth of
harvey s discovery and shakespeare did not remainremain unknown
inin france during the eighteenth century

toward the end of louis XIV s reign the state hovered
on the brink of financial ruin faith in the church was waver-
ing and a quarrel had broken out as to which writers were
superior the ancients or the moderns the greatest classicist
writers modestly supported the ancients but inin a losing cause
that stretched out over forty years the moderns won and those
they defended the most illustrious moderns among them were
caught as the church had been caught in its handling of
galileo and the copernican theory preaching false doctrine
immediately some thought of other comparisons to be made
while the long quarrel had raged changing conditions inin
france had opened up all sorts of cultural and other exchanges
with england for example a translation of addison s spec-
tator appeared inin 1714 the first vehicle of shakespearean in-
fluence inin france the abbe prevost returning home after

theatre loc atcilcif
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several years in england published a newspaper every mon-
day from 1733 to 1740 with the avowed purpose of spreading
knowledge of english literature voltaire while reflecting the
prejudices of words bolingbroke and chesterfield whose pro-
nouncementsnouncements against shakespeare are known to have exceeded
a mere tipheiph toph unintentionally aroused the interest of all
france in english literature generally and in shakespeare
particularly and inin 1746 la place published an eight volume
edition of shakespeare s works it attempted to do justice both
to shakespeare and to french classicism to the latter by
omittinomittingomitting9 or

1
giving

7 iving short synopses of monstrous or objec-
tionabletionable scenes and by rendering the rest into alexandrine
verse or prose france read this first translation with en-
thusiasmthusia sm

in 1760 then following the quarrel of the ancients and
the moderns which racine and corneille had lost while
winning an anonymous writer for the journal encyclopdiqueencyclopedtque
measured the best writers of france against those of england
corneille vs shakespeare and racine vs otway france had
known less about england inin the time of corneille and racine
than about any other country inin europe but less than half a
century after the death of louis XIV she was obsessed with
anglomania and the two english writers were compared
favorably with corneille and racine voltaire who could not
admit the inferiority of the french classicists without admitting
his own published inin pamphlet form an appeal to all the
nations of europe calling on all who could read from st
petersburg to naples to examineexamine with him Hahamletinlet othello
and otway s the orphan to compare them with selected plays
of the french writers and then to decide which country had
the superior theater

but voltaire could not stem the tide in 1769 hamlet was
adapted for the french stage by dueisduelsducis who literally wor-
shiped shakespeare since he knew no english however he
was obliged to use and trust the la place translation con-
sideringsi the changes he made to reconstruct the whole play in
accordance with the conventions of french tragedy he did not
even need la place A list of names of the principal characters
would have sufficed because laertes was eliminated along
with rosencrantz and guildensternguildensteinGuildenstern fortinbrasFortinbras the ambas-
sadors to norway the strolling players and the monstrous
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gravediggersgravediggers those left spoke alexandrine verse and the
denouement was brought about without violence to the unities
ducisduelsdueis recast ophelia as strong minded fearless and aggres-
sive she loses her father but not her mind As for the queen
she has but one thought to make up for her crime she was
11 an embodiment says bailey of remorse and retribution
certain to please an audience who expected tragedy to uphold
virtue and draw a moral lesson diderotdidelot suggested that ducis
should quit playwriting and turn to copying letters or com-
posing official dispatches but audiences applauded wildly
while ladies no doubt with great propriety swooned it
does not matter whether this polite society was applauding
shakespeare or racine and corneille in disguise they thought
they were expressing approval of the englishman

in 1776 the first of letourneur s twenty volume prose trans-
lation of shakespeare s works appeared containing a list of
over 800 subscribers for more than 1200 copies it was a sin-
gularly impressive list headed by the king and queen of
france the king of england and the empress of all the
russiasdussiasRus sias it has been judged a good translation but the prefaces
and preliminary discoursediscoursdiscours ran a sort of quarrel of the ancients
and moderns inin reverse this time corneille moliere and
racine became the ancients and the eighteeneighteenth th cencenturytu ry writers
the moderns while the three ancients were lauded for their
efforts nothing at all was said about voltaire or any of his
contemporaries

voltaire an old man responded vigorously with a long
letter to the academy which he hoped would be read in

public session to serve as a lesson to the court and as a joint
reminder to the academiciansAcademicians of the horrors of shakespearean
tragedy and the elegance of the french dalembert did read
a modified version of the letter to a closed session of the
academy but eventually had to inform voltaire that it was
futile to attempt to get official sanction for his own views
two years later in 1778 voltaire died and the man elected
to replace him in the academy was jean francoisfranois ducis

at the end of the eighteenth century a revolutionary
france to use danton s words flung at the feet of europe s

kings the head of a king 177 the romantics soon believed that

quoted in the horizon book of laethetae age of napoleon new york ameri-
can heritage publishing co 1963 p 21
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they had sent the heads of corneille and racine rolling after
it but at the beginning of the century while madame de staelstaa
pleaded eloquently with french writers to begin to seek in-
spiration from germany and england and while ducis suc-
cessfullycess fully staged an adaptation of othello which eliminated
lagoiago and reworked hamlet chateaubriandChateaubriand one of the fore-
most precursors of romanticism spoke out sharply against
the growing shakespeare cult

A people that has always been more or less barbarous
in the arts may continue to admire barbarous works and
this is of no great importance but I1 do not know how far
a nation that has masterpieces inin all genres can risk its
morals it isis in this that the leaning toward shakespeare isis
much more dangerous inin france than inin england in the
english it is simply ignorance inin us it is depravity bad
taste and vice almost always go together the first is nothing
but the expression of the second as speech is of thought

As late as 1836 chateaubriandChateaubriand dismissed hamlet with one
word bedlam but his opinions had no more effect than
those of voltaire before him the french had not seen the
true shakespeare once on the stage but they thought they had
and nothing could oppose their imagination even those who
had read letourneur s translation understood very little except
that shakespeare was as free of the rules and the unities and
all the rest as the french revolutionaries had made themselves
in 1789

in 1821 another good prose translation appeared this
time by guizot the reception at first was a little cold be-
cause england s part in the defeat and exile of napoleon
was still fresh in the public mind but before long it was sell-
ing well enough to justify a revised edition in 1860 which
was still being reprinted in 1938

during the 1820 s two troupes of english actors performed
shakespeare in paris the first inin 1822 fared little better than
the earlier troupe which had appeared before the dauphin inin
1604 on opening night a whole act of othello had to be
omitted and two nights later the troupe was so peltedbelted with
apples and epithets that A school for scandal never got beyond
the first scene it was the poor acting however not shake-
speare that aroused the audience
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before the second troupe s appearance one last famous
comparison was made between racine and shakespeare
stendhalutendhalStendhal thought racine a great writer for the court of louis
XIV but reminded his contemporaries that the whole of the
ancienancien jerimeregime had been swept away and that any modern
imitation of him was simply out of place with nineteenth
century audiences shakespeare not bound by the unities or
by slavery to alexandrine rhyme offered a better model for
a year or two with the support of lamartine stendhalutendhalStendhal as-
sumed the role of a leader among the younger writers he was
fifteen or twenty years older than most of them however
and by 1827 they had grouped under hugo in that year when
hugo wrote his first play cromwell centering about the man
responsible for beheading charles 1I but so vast in its scope
it could not be staged stendhalutendhalStendhal was a loner and the preface
to cromwell served as a manifesto of the romantic school
with hugo not stendhalutendhalStendhal at the head

in the same year 1827 the second troupe of english
actors this one talented arrived inin paris the effect they
had on the audience may be judged from the reaction of but
one young romantic alexandre dumas

they announced hamlet I1 was familiar only with ducis
versionversion I1 went to see shakespeare s I1 also saw romeo
shylock william tell and othello I1 read I1 devoured
everything inin their repertory and I1 recognized that in the
world of the theater everything emanated from shakespeare
just as inin the world of reality everything emanates from the
sun that no one could compare with him for he was as
dramatic as corneille as comic as moliere as original as

calderon as much a thinker as goethe and as passionate
as schiller I1 realized that his works alone contained as

many types and personalities as the works of all others com-
bined I1 recognized lastly that he was the man next to god
who had created the most 8

it was probably after the publication of stendhalutendhalStendhal s essay on
racine and shakespeare or after the 1827 performances that
the cartoon racine s wigwiorwion appeared in paris it shows the
younger generation grouped under the banner long live
shakespeare setting fire to the wig while the classicists

quoted by elliott M grant in the theater fromfroin 1800 to 1830 chief
french plays of the nineteenth century new york harper and row 1934
p 3
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flourishing their own banner long live the three unities are
trying to extinguish the flames

even though romanticism began to wane after 1844
shakespeare remained popular dumas for example estab-
lished the theatre historiqueHistorique inin 1847 for the express purpose
of presenting shakespeare in french what he did with the
bard however indicates how shallow his understanding really
was or how little theater audiences had changed in spite of
romanticism for hamlet he used a new translation by
meurice but it was all in alexandrine verse and dumas per-
sonally arranged the scenario omitted a few scenes altered
passages as he saw fit and followed ducis in devising a
denouement calculated to suit french taste better than the
original would have done in answer to dumas the com9diecomediecomedies
Franfranfaisefranazsefrancaisefaisefalse revived the ducis version and continued to play it
until 1852

in 1864 hugo to promote his son s new eighteen volume
translation of the complete works rated shakespeare as highly
as dumas had after the visiting english troupe s successful
performances in 1827 meanwhile actors and poets had be-
come obsessed with hamlet suffering with him on stage and
off this particular mania lasted until the turn of the century
and although inin some individuals the madness had little or
nothing to do with shakespeare still it sprang from a general
desire to penetrate and understand the english playwright
some of the foremost poets and writers were caught up in it
including baudelaire rimbaud mallarm6mallarmemallareeMalmai larme laforgue villiers
de lisleilsie adam and paul bourget for jean moreasmorgas there were
only two subjects of conversation his own poems and hamlerhamlet10hamlethamier10

against two translations of shakespeare s works in the
eighteenth century I1 count seven in the nineteenth and even-
tually inin 1899 a french stage performance of hamlet fol-
lowed shakespeare rather than ducis or dumas sarah bern-
hardt had commissioned marcel schwob to give her a new
accurate and faithful translation for the stage sarah had played
opopheliaheliahellaheila some years before in a production that folded almost

this cartoon is reproduced by gustave lanson and paul tuffrauTuf frau inn
manuel lllushefllustr dhistoire de la litteraturelitt&atureLitterafureture franfrancaisefranfaisecalsefaisecaiteaisealse boston heath 1953
p 541

arthur symons bolourcolour studies in patis new york dutton 1918 p
193195
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as soon as it began when schwob completed his prose trans-
lation based on the oxford text sarah at the height of her
career used it to launch her own theater in 1899 this time
she played Hahamlethamietnilet and with such success that she took the
production to london the critics were far from kind but
undaunted she moved to stratstratfordfo rd on avon for the shake-
speare festival here agree her many biographers her per-
formanceformance was a sheer delight

georges and ludmilla pitoeffpitowbitow used the schwob translation
to score a similar success before audiences all over france and
belgium inin 1927 and 1928 and the comediecom6diecomedies franfrancaiseaisealse pro-
duced it inin paris from 1932 to 1934 11 andre gide a friend of
schwob s who never cared for the lattertatterlatieriatter s translation pub-
lished one of his own inin 1945 that has been played the
schwob translation has not been performed since although it
was republished twice inin the 1950 s

there have been two more french translations of shake-
speare s complete works in this century I1 believe the latest a
twelve volume bilingual edition bybv leyrisbeyris and evans around
1964 there are few educated people in france today who have
not heard of shakespeare whereas every semester I1 meet
american college students who have never heard of corneille
moliere or racine

french literary critics and historians would be willing I1

believe to write in the name of shakespeare at the top of the
list of the world s greatest writers but between him and the
next english writer on that list I1 think they would be inclined
to propose the names of their three great classicists and prob-
ably those of hugo and one or two other later poets shake-
speare is today played or translated with some regularity and
commendable fidelity inin france about every decade but
racine corneille and moliere have come back into the picture
they are performed every year

information in a letter to the author from genevievegenevive delune librarian
at the comediecom6diecomedies franFranaiseaisealse Aaprilpri 1 18 1959



before the sepulchre

CLINTON F LARSON

characters
mary magdalene centurion
martha A soldier
mary martha s sister pontius pilate
joseph of arimathea

scene the garden before the tomb into which jesus has just
been taken the entrance to the tomb isis open joseph is near
alary magdalene who is weeping martha and mary are going
in and out of the tomb with vessels and clothe apparently en-
gaged inin preparing the body of jesus for burial aethe centurion
and the soldiers are loitering nearby

MARY thank you joseph
she continues weeping joseph comforts her

JOSEPH I1 had thought to be his disciple
but now liehelleile lies broken in his tomb and whatever we do
Is an apology before the power of death
MARY I1 weep for him
As if the dead sea brims in my eyes
JOSEPH where isis the silver light
of the eternity in his word
MARY it lies with him as broken
As he joseph the nails inin his hands and feet
As he would writhe against them for the freedom
fromerom anguish his pain is in my eyes
and inin the bosom of death the white valley of the future
where the great birds wheel
JOSEPH I1 face the problem
of death because I1 was dead before him or as if dead
I1 could not be sure of him
MARY if the sky would shake again
and lend me its dark terror I1 might die open
As the cross

dr larson professor of english at brigham young university has written
many poetic dramas on religious themes
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JOSEPH I1 sought him as would pilate who washed
his handsbands in the disgrace of his duty to an emperor
MARY may I1 go to him
MARTHA not now he is not ready
the thorns and blood remain I1 cannot pick or wash them away
he has hung so long
MARY MARTHAS SISTER I1 cannot see them through my tears
and the darkness of the tomb

martha and mary enter the tomb

JOSEPH and the darkness in me
Is the stone of my faith
he removes an imaginary cup from his robes

he said drink this
in remembrance of me and what it was I1 drank I1 knew not
except that I1 knew I1 walked with him in the vale
of his witness though I1 was last to drink
beyond the door I1 felt him then departing it was the hour
of his last ministry before the trials and gethsemane
MARY may I1 see it

she reaches for the imaginary cup

MARY may I1 hold it where his hands touched
the centurion approaches as she takes the cup he is mawkish

to hide a psychosis of confusion and despair

CENTURION enough of this bleating and weeping Is he
locked in

Is he anointed and sanctified
JOSEPH not yet not yet prepared
CENTURION has he ascended to his father wherever that

may be
JOSEPH not yet
CENTURION A complication another problem too difficult
to mention again women will he rise again
on the third day
JOSEPH some say he will
CENTURION faith calls
like voice from on high to attend this fantasy of judea
I1 was not talking to you but for your information
and before those of you who wish to bear witness
I1 tell you god is dead
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he laughs sardonically
I1 do not know why

you carry on so mewlingdewling and whimpering here
MARY the nail in his feet that I1 have washed with my tears
CENTURION I1 myself fixed the nail for his relief
that he might stand on it to catch his breath

MARY As if holding the cup inin front of her this inin re-
membrancemembrance of him

CENTURION devotion devotion
I1 wish I1 were as attractive alive as he isis dead
cannot I1 convinceconvince you woman mary weep over me

he seizesseizes the imaginary cup

or shall I1 weep the dregs of my soul into this
that all may have a sacrament of me arisenarisen
to this occasionoccasion that he may not arisearise now or ever
even on the third day you see I1 dutifully observe
and acknowledge all superstition well equipped as I1 am
in emptiness god isis dead if you think
that there isis anything here or there

pointing to the sky

that cares
one whit for you or for a bevy of oracles
you have collapsed into the miremire of your own innocenceinnocence
I1 drink the very airair inin this cup as a testament
to the vacancy that isis jesus of nazareth king of the jews
JOSEPH give me that
he seizesseizes the cup

he touched it with the nearness
of love
CENTURION quick as a seizureseizure of remorse

he draws his sword

JOSEPH pilate gave me
leave to carry him here and care for him
without this annoyance
CENTURION politicking inin behalf
of the indigent dead eh roman against roman
because peace isis more convenient than war
I1 do not understand this ritual



BEFORE THE SEPULCHRE 161igligi

or this traffic inin and out of the sepulchre
the crucified should be left inin the fields
JOSEPH the issueissue isis that he will arisearise from death
CENTURION like a will 0 thewispthe wisp a vapor over the sea
JOSEPH like the nativity of the morning star this I1 know
in the witness of mary s tears
CENTURION you are not sure
joseph recoils tromfromfroinfrohn this probe

ah god isis dead I1 if he was so holy why did not you
cry out to join him inin his ecstasy drink it up
you did not join him now you will never know
if his word about mansionsmansions inin the sky has substance
or even illusion
SOLDIER sir isis it time for our relief
CENTURION do you have a sun dial on your head
SOLDIER no Ssiri r
CENTURION soldier marcus you are most annoying do not

offend me
without offering an escape from your baying
ignorance how should I1 know
SOLDIER but
CENTURION do you suppose
there isis a roman legion to back you up
SOLDIER no ssiri r
CENTURION your only alternative is to be pleasantly like stone
attentive to my need that you remainremain utterly silent
stand up there by that stone close your mouth
and think of the inspiration of a warbling thrush
the soldier moves to the position the centurion orates

now it may be that these people are somehow rightright
that fellow whom we hung on the cross might be
play acting inin there with all this attentattentionlowioln
he might even now show a little life
after all we did not break his legs
and anyone can recover from a puncture

mawkishlyy inin an attitude of supplication
father forgive them for they know not what they do

again 1 I thirst and yet again father
into thy hands I1 commend my spirit again the martyr
and the disciples will gather like a storm of gnats
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around him and yet another cult will arise
through spontaneous generation and 1I 1I will be
squire to it not that I1 guarantee not that
I1 am going to go in there and dismember this jesus
brandishing his sword

and strew him over the countryside so generally
that even the census takers will have a difficult time
remembering him
he sw aggers into the tomb

MARY in grief my lord
there isis a moment of silence then pontius pilate enters

stains on the back of his robe suggest the veronica

PILATE in an emotional suspension
Is this where he was laid
JOSEPH he rests inin the sepulchre
PILATE and you and these women attend him
JOSEPH yes
but the centurion isis inside he said to dismember
the body of our lord
PILATE Is it there indeed
JOSEPH yes
PILATE and he has not risenrisen from the dead
JOSEPH no
PILATE it isis my dark fear that he will rise again
in his innocenceinnocence
his hands work as if he isis washing them

my judgment stands inin my white mind
As if it were all I1 ever knew I1 see him inin there
under the tilted head of my centurion like alabaster
serene and spiritual as if alive they stare
at each other until a snake slips into my conscienceconscience
that I1 have laid him there to still his innocenceinnocence
MARY falling on her knees before him
sir inin the power of rome keep him for us or restore him
PILATE I1 am not that power of heaven and earth of which

he spoke
but only that of my centurion
calling0 centurion here
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nothing happens

he is caught up inin my visionvision of death that masterpiece
of my furling mind that lies pierced inin his hands arms
and feet centurion it is 1I the vessel of our emperor

whose wounds fill with a transparency of water
that washes them I1 am the vessel of his cleanliness
driven with wind
nothing happens joseph leaves

or is my centurion caught up inin an ecstasy
sepulchre sepulchre mouth of my meaning
where is he my days condemn
my knowledge of the word that fell back
against the tree groaning the contrition of my power
for the third time centurion
the centurion appears stark and silent

and then the sure
against the true groaning the contrition of my power
knowledge attends me that the word is dead
taken in grace
MARY I1 have wept for him
who said 1 I am that I1 am the son of man
PILATE the epithet is in me that I1 have killed the world
centurion what did you see
CENTURION ashen I1 went inin
to cut his flesh ligament frfrom0rn bone but his face
was a mask of his awareness of me

the world
before me has a gray and zealous skin to satisfy
my hand that touches it the light has fled
that I1 have seen him living on the hill there
in the rainbow of evening in the sixth hour
after noon the spiral of god touched me shivering
in the darkness
PILATE ah god I1 am the warm denial
the knowledge of facts women of jesus
judge and spare me touch me who have touched him
in the urgency of frankincense and myrrh

the women approach him
let me

take your hands
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he holds each successively
whose palms are torn

with your devotion women of god what was
your love that you care for him now what do you do
will that love raise him from the dead and was he
really not an imposter but the son of god
CENTURION sire my god
PILATE the tongue of my blasphemy
I1 am caught in the fork of time the decision
of good or ill is the volume of the sky and I1 am
the serpent s tongue that I1 did not quite know
that I1 would kill the one who could not die
and now I1 tremble that he lives to look at me
in the immortal eyes of men and my centurion
centurion it is a blasphemy that you should live
after seeing him take your sword and give me
your escape here for my expiation
CENTURION my sword
here
PILATE here for the honor of rome for we have failed
CENTURION looking at his sword
the volcevoicevoicevolce of my commander typically in command
and my peace in this but now I1 know the vale
beyond the pain of my reality where this is seen
As a key to a fantasy of eternal terror
PILATE give yourself the terror for me
CENTURION how may I1 do this to atone for my sin

A ghastly play begins of the centurioncentarcentvr ion placing the point of
his sword against various parts of his body his rarrathigh stomach
neck forehead and eyes

my eyes
that I1 may not see again
but finally he puts the hilt to the ground and his palm above

the point
MARY no no
that will not bring him to us again or give us peace
CENTURION yes this is the way
PILATE blood on your hands for his

rubbing his hands
you are a just man that is you know justice
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CENTURION I1 shall drive my palm against this point
his movement isis excruciatingly slow but then hebe drives his

palm against the point the point emerges bloodless he cries in
pain

here isis the point of my suffering bloodless
I1 cannot bleed
MARY he wept in the garden
his tears of blood that we might be saved
PILATE our flesh against the blade the blade
erect through it
MARY the cross held him
PILATE caressing his agony centurion what do you feel
remission
MARY the desolation of his love that he lies
in the sepulchre the stone of his sacrament
CENTURION yes it is not worthy
PILATE you are perhaps correct
I1 am a hypocrite in this matter my mind stands back
in a pallor of velvet quiescence I1 am never quite involved
MARY the legion of terror has taught you this duty

she withdraws to the sepulchre with mary and martha and
enters

PILATE the duty I1 pay my conscience that does not breathe
but hangs still as a hive of thought buzzing
1I sometimes cannot believe myself mary of magdala
do not withdraw
CENTURION stricken but ironicironic and I1 am the evidence of

discipline
the carnage of your sickness
PILATE well said centurion
you are my ritual and my declamation scream

the centurion gives a slight cry he lifts his hand and the
sword falls away

it does not seem possible to equal the agony
of the crucifcruciacrucifiedled

the centurion grasps his palm

JOSEPH entering with the holy graigralgrail
here is the real cup he drank from this cup
and spoke of a redemption that would come
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if we should remember him
to pilate

do you wish to drink
I1 drank from the cup
PILATE pointing hold it under his hand
perhaps he will learn to bleed and suffer help him
JOSEPH what has happened here
CENTURION I1 am the specimen
of my roman discipline repentance is not in me
for I1 have failed before the lordship of pain
pilate who washes his hands of everything
PILATE you are the vessel of my mockery I1 tried
having also failed I1 of course must keep up appearances
CENTURION in my appearance before caesar he shall hear
of this
PILATE and I1 shall reply how you were caught up
in the religious antics of judea and how it was
that the heat affected you are you too a king
of the jews what isis the burden of sin you bear
CENTURION you forced me you commanded me
PILATE I1 do not play god
I1 am not god no one will believe you besides
you did it willingly to atone for some sin
the details of which escape me now
CENTURION my humor is

that I1 wish to die

he sits to gain equanimity
PILATE my social hero how commendable
A purpose the maimed and indigent thrive with purpose
JOSEPH my master wished to live
PILATE A slight difference
JOSEPH but he gave himself
PILATE not so unusual the usual
pretense

mockingly judicious
and will he live

JOSEPH looking at the grailgrall have you seen a shadow
cast against a flower the color darkening
or at evening when lightless and its color gone
but sure as memory
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PILATE wondrous A way of speaking
JOSEPH but you knew
PILATE yes that he was god just as surely
As I1 know that he is inin that sepulchre
JOSEPH then why
did you give him over to the executors of death
PILATE the security of the state
JOSEPH no I1 cannot believe
A political gesture from you
PILATE then such trouble
diverts my eyes that I1 would wish his people to have
A god devoid of purpose that I1 might enjoy
the pleasures of my ofofficefice and that I1 might be seen
in the habit of roman supremacy
JOSEPH looking at the cup possibly
but you said that he was god
PILATE an office by its nature
eternally greater than mine
JOSEPH yes what is the reason
he drank from this to save us from our sins
PILATE all right to fulfill his destiny to make him
the god he is I1 am your christian saved in eternity
for I1 have given him his fulfillment that he could rise
above all even above the roman state
JOSEPH eternal rome
the virtue of creating him as god
PILATE the ultimate
safeguard of your loyalties
JOSEPH and yours
PILATE yes
I1 am so accustomed to the balances of power
As to recognize how here we could have the wave
of insight to reshape destiny beyond the time of rome

he goes to the centurion
I1 do not recognize such virtue in this

he pats the centurionecenturions head
his devotion

Is confused not the velvet fire of the women who attend god
and though god is dead his spirit is not it will thrive
JOSEPH you are as judas who could say the same thing
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PILATE no my motive is pure I1 do not need the material
reward

moreover I1 did not betray god he was brought before me
he was a just man and his justice will prevail
IEif he were truly god that is to say personally divine
personally eternal then my position might admit to danger
CENTURION crying oufoutour my reprisal my vengeance
PILATE yes of course
I1 am the natural man jesus jesus will insureinsure
thegoodthergoodthe good of the natural man bringing him out of himself
into the glories of god the salvation of man isis

supremely important to me
JOSEPH then you are the contingency
of pure mind and purpose inin behalf of men
PILATE yes
and this isis my holiness my christianity the unanimity
that will forget the suffering of jesus for more important
matters with which he would have ultimately agreed
the personal god isis dead hence the ministrations of the women
who were here he isis now eternal as we have desired him
to be
JOSEPH hypocrisy you stillstilt wash your hands of him
PILATE and you are wrought up with petty concerns which

ignore
the supremacy of god

narmarnarymary magdalene emerges from the ssepulchre mary and mar-
tha behind her

MARY he isis broken as the vinevine isis broken
stretched against the wall of pain he isis caught inin pain
in the death that came upon him I1 could not bear
to touch his face the mask that says again
it isis finished

JOSEPH I1 shall take the cup out of this land
where it can be better taken for his virtue
MARY centurion
you are inin pain the sarnesame pain
CENTURION but I1 live for my sacrifice
Is not worthy
MARY may we both cry our devotion as we would
from the well of being
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PILATE and if you weep where isis the poise
JOSEPH her love isis the thoroughness of her being
MARY in the sunlight
of joy I1 wept for him the saviorsavior out of the cloud of light
that lifts my eyes I1 followed him from the riverriver
to the sea through the villages of his witness
where he spoke of manna and the touch of palms
waving with the wind in the visions of twilight
when the dust arose to surround his witness
I1 fled to him with my scarf inin my hands
like my love that I1 would touch his feet
when they would come to rest before me
when he would look down at mewithbewithme edthwdth his steady love

she turns her hands open and they are tinged with blood from
her ministrations
and I1 took his feet inin my hands for they
had walked throughthrouah the visions of the earth for him
to find me and he raised me to him and kissed me
with aura of forever in his eyes
PILATE stricken this isis the personal god
of which she speaks joseph I1 have prepared a pinnacle
over the chasm that seethes the red and gold of sullen hell
I1 am the inch away from her devotion that makes of me
the pretender the image of the shaken stick twining
into the serpentine guess of his divinity
JOSEPH she held him inin her hands
As I1 offer you this cup inin remembrance of him

he offers the cup to pilate

PILATE I1 am the hour of law in the azure eyes of god
whom I1 did not see though he stood before me
in the grandeur of his being

he criescries in anguish
I1 did not come to him

he came to me to bring me before the countenance of men
for me to speak the breadth of my knowledge of him
and I1 failed him inin my pettiness I1 could notseenotsie
and whatever I1 do becomes the voicevolcevoicevolce of my malice against him
the outrage of my denial how close I1 have come to him
in my design so close that I1 might have been
As she before him at his feet
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he takes the centurionecenturions sword turns away and brandishes
ait

here isis the point that slides
through me and begs my recognition of it that this
Is my offering god that I1 shall live with it
because I1 offered you the point of my discretion
As you raised yourself upon a nail to keep your life
god behold mary who holds you in her arms
in whom you shall ascend to the glory of your offering

mary opens her arms and with her breath caught heart-
brokenly by the poignancy of her anguish walks forward as

if offering the dead body of jesus to all who might accept him
pilate isis facing the tomb the veronicaveronica on his robe now quite
apparent the spiritual unseen dolcevoicedoirevoice of mary magdalene says
with great compassion

I1 am here waiting for you
asking for you to come
but not as you are in your fame
but as the hurry of leaves forgotten

there the tumult of going
tilts on the threshold of sound
As if your voicevolcevoicevolce hints of the coming
foliage of thorns

the ninihtnight
D
ht bristles the whispering

vengeance of giving the power
rising like the delicate hand
for the nail the list of the head

for god you listen to hymns
crackling for flame but calm
As the woodsman sleeping
you follow the coming pain

I1 am here waiting for you
when the obsession is over
and left in the leafless tree
where are the turning and fleeing

that are ever the finished god
I1 am here waiting for you
under the tree waiting for the touch
of its leaves



prolegomena to any study of the
book of abraham

hugh nibley

on november 27 1967 the metropolitan museum of art
presented to the church as a gift certain egyptian papyri once
owned and studied by the prophet joseph smith this was a
far more momentous transaction than might appear on the
surface for it brought back into play for the first time sincesince
the angel moroni took back the golden plates a tangible link
between the worlds what we have here is more than a few
routine scribblings of ill trained scribes of long ago at least
one of these very documents was presented to the world by
joseph smith as offering a brief and privileged insight into
the strange world of the patriarchs it was such a strange
world that the egyptologists who were asked to express their
opinions of the prophet s teachings could only snort and sputter
with disgust and they will probably do the same again for
the lord plainly does not intend to let the matter rest there

it is almost certain that having the papyri waved under our
noses will have somewhat the same effect on LDS educators
that the success of the first sputnik had on american educa-
tion in general through the years it will be recalled the
educationists could always reassure themselves since the
public is paying our way if the public is satisfied with what
we are doing that is all that counts and the public had better
be satisfied because after all we are the experts with no
one to call them to account the schoolmenschoolmanschoolmen had a nice thing
going until out of the dark blue came the ominous little
bip bips in the same way a few faded and tattered little
scraps of papyrus may serve to remind the latter day saints
of how sadly they have neglected serious education there is
no shortage of people publishing books and articles holding
learned symposiums and giving classes and lectures inin the
mysteries of the pearl of great price but the precious papyri

dr nibley professor of history and religion at brigham young uni-
versityversity has written widely on many church subjects
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themselves the subject of so much wise discourse through the
years are greeted with an abashed silence it is said that when
the chinese inin their first naval encounters with europeans
found their ships no match for steamboats they proceeded to
erect funnels on the decks of their junks in which they would
burn straw thus rivaling the formidable appearance of the
enemy the mock steamboats no doubt satisfied the chinese
and made a fine impression as long as they did not have to
come up against real steamboats and such has been the way
of our mormon scholarship assiduously aping the learning of
the world inin its safe and comfortable isolation it would have
been possible through the years to have obtained from time to
time the services of the world s best egyptologists and archaeol-
ogists for but a fraction the cost of say a local billboard
campaign to add luster to the image of the university not
only has our image suffered by such tragic neglect but now
in the moment of truth the mormonscormons have to face the world
unprepared after having been given a hundred years fair
warning

we cannot evade our responsibility by calling for caution
if you want to be cautious forget about the book of mormon
forget about the pearl of great price once you have ac-
cepted joseph smith s interpretations of the facsimiles in the
latter you have thrown caution to the winds and you had better
start thinking of some defense for inin making those interpreta-
tions the prophet challenged the world to do its worst and
through the years the leaders of the church have accepted
without qualifications the proposition that if the world can
prove joseph smith mistaken we shall have to accept its find-
ings wholly committed and given fair warning the mormonscormons
have deserved even the unfair verdict that the world passed
against them and the prophet in 1912 when eight professional
scholars condemned joseph smith s interpretations of the fac-
similes as utterly absurd for had any of the saints during the
past century ever taken the pains to check up on the actual
state of egyptian studies inin the world it would have been an
easy thing to show how abyssmallyabyssmally inept the performance of
dr spalding s panel of experts really was

the deciphering of hieroglyphics has always been a favor-
ite playground for those seeking a shortcut to faustian cele-
brity even the great leibniz was convinced that he had dis
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covered the key to egyptian inin armenian and a long proces-
sionsionslon of lesser lights in the days before joseph smith had come
up with their variousvarious solutions and each inin his time has been
duly discredited the most remarkable of these was the
learned jesuit athanasiusAthanaslusius kircher 160116801601 1680 1 who deserves
mention because his name has often been mentioned in studies
of joseph smith indeed when some of the egyptologists who
condemned the prophet in 1912 later talked things over among
themselves in chicago they came to the conclusion that smith
could best be explained as another athanasiusAthanaslusius kircher and
some egyptologists notably E A W budge even maintained
that joseph smith actually got his ideas in the book of abra-
ham from kircher but if joseph smith ever saw one of
kircher s books on egypt which isis doubtful sincesince even inin his
day those books had become exceedingly rare collectors items
and if he had been able to read kircher s awkward latin his
own ideas must have borne some resemblance to those of
kircher which they do not actually it would be hard to
find a more complete contrast between any two men than
between these two

to be brief kircher from first to last had everything going
for him hailed as the prodigal of the age he received the
almost universal support and applause of the learned of all
lands including even america and the substantial assistance
of popes and emperors from the age of thirty to the end of
his long life he was completely free to devote himself to study
without interruption and was never denied anything he asked
for so far this hardly suggests the career of joseph smith
kircher s life according to his biographers was completely
uneventful laborieuselabor ieuse et banale and though he got off to
a flying start he was soon overcome with disgust and lassitude
and unable to abide the criticism that was inevitably aimed
at his claims to omniscienceomniscience became a misanthrope and re-
cluse 2 even less like joseph smith

but what of his work of the forty four learned volumes
that came from his pen nothing remainsremains that isis considered to
be of the slightest use of anybody of his numerous works on

1ap1p marestangMarestang athanase kircher recueil de tramauxtrarauxtravauxtydTraTr avauxraux volvalvaivoi 28 1906
ppap 223622 36 also in vol 30 1908 and J janssen Atharathanaseatharraselaserase kircher egypto
logue caromChromChronichroniqueschromquesques degyptepegypte vol 19 1943 ppap 240247240 247 see also R C
webb the improvement era vol 16 1913 ppap 1088891088 89

marestangMarestang recueil de tramauxtravauxTravaux vol 28 ppap 232523 25
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egyptology the greatest the oedipus aegyptiacus a work in
four folio volumes on which he spent more than twenty years
of hard work isis to quote his biographer folie inin it all
conceivable types of information jostle each other in complete
confusion we look inin vain for any overall plan order or
logicc to the work as a whole after careful study one finally
comes to the conclusion that a vainvalnvainvaln desire for erudition and a
truly infantile display of scientific learning were all that guided
the pen of kircher against all this we have the book of
mormon composed with a vocabulary of only 3000 words
making no attempt to be profound or clever but a miracle of
clarity and condensed coherency kircher to be sure was like
joseph smith deeply religious but again with a diametrically
opposed orientation for while kircher never allowed that a

single syllable of the bible could possibly be the subject of any
questioning whatever smith shocked thete world not only by
adding scriptures to the bible but by declaring that the scrip-
tures are marred by the mistakes of their human custodians
even the first verse of the bible having been altered by some
old jew without any authority and while kircher quite
wrongly claimed a perfect knowledge of many exotic languages
while the world stood by and applauded joseph smith made no
secret of his falibilityfallibility and claimed to know no language but
english finally inin the few cases in which athanasius kircher
was proven right no matter how he managed it he has been
given full credit for his performance while joseph smith inin
the many many cases inin which he scores a direct hit aagainogainocain
no matter how is never given any credit whatever

the example of kircher is less significant for the light it
throws on joseph smith than the warning it provides for the
youth of zion who have been only too prone to follow kircher
instead of smith both inin their scholarly and their religious pro-
cedurescedures in the first place because egyptian isis written inin

pictures the custom has been quite general ever sincesince hora
pollon introduced it inin the ath5th century of seeking the key to
hieroglyphics inin attributing a symbolic interpretation to each
of the little pictures and then fitting the symbols together to
make a kind of sense out of them that was athanasius
kircher s method and through whole decades he toiled away

ibid p 3311
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with vast patience and finesse establishing subtilesubbie and profound
connections between the little images in the inscriptions with
deep logic and method after all he was a jesuit he worked
out every point and when he was through was able to viewview the
results of his work with immense satisfaction after all if
hundreds of individual figures inin an inscription make good
sense independently and then fit together inin a pattern that
makes perfectly good sense as well then surely that cannot
be an accident the chances against such a perfect coincidence
of figures and meanings by mere accident are infinitesimal
one has seen the same lo10logic9ic applied in our own day to dubious
damaged scanty and isolated figures on new world surfaces
which have been duly declared to be egyptian glyphsglyphis and in-
terpreted by the kircher method with the added element of
phonetic manipulation as the final touch to this intriguing
fun game it isis strange how those who will hastily excuse
themselves from sitting down to a brief examination inin ele-
mentary egyptian say five english to egyptian sentences and
vice versa will hold forth with professional assurance on the
meaning of egyptian crytogramscryptograms of the most abstruse and dif-
ficult sort here let kircher be an example and a warning
to us all

even more dangerous was kircher s habit of giving heart-
felt thanks to god for inspiring him in the perpetration of his
philological horrors this kept him going for years but it
was really a form of cheating the student who tells me that
if I1 refuse to accept his inspired interpretations of the fac-
similes or the anthon transcript or of book of morimorlmormonnon
geography or indian glyphsglyphis I1 am holding inin contempt the
doctrine of continued revelation isis cheating too just as isis the
one who accuses me of denying the power of prayer when I1

give him the D liehelleile deserves instead of the A he prayed
for what these people forget isis that revelation is nontransfer-
able if I1 dream that my great grandfather lived inin halifax
that may assist me substantially inin my genealogical researches
but the genealogical society will not be inin the least interested
in my dream not because they do not believe inin revelation but
because they know that a man s revelations are strictly his own
affair many a revelation has led to documentary proof in
genealogy but salt lake isis interested only inin the documents
kircher used the appeal to divine aid as a shortcut to spare
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him the work he could have done himself but didndian t if there
is any moral principle that is highly characteristic of mormon-
ism it is the doctrine that god expects us to exhaust the re-
sources at hand before appealing for supernatural aid joseph
smith our greatest prophet inin his short lifetime exerted him-
self strenuously to learn what he could of hebrew greek and
german if he was not immune from studying the hard way
why should his present day followers seek religious shortcuts
to omniscience as did athanasius kircher

which brings us to the subject of joseph smith s egyptian
grammar because a surprising number of people have recently
undertaken studies of that remarkable work this writer how-
ever has never spent so much as five minutes with the egyp-
tian grammar and does not intend to unless he is forced to it
when parties in salt lake procured and reproduced photo-
graphs of this document they advertizedadvertised it with the usual
sensationalism as a hidden document revealed joseph
smith I1

s egyptian alphabet and grammar suppressed for 130
years now comes to light this document proves that
joseph smith did not understand egyptian and that the book
of abraham was a work of his imagination joseph smith
never pretended to understand egyptian nor that the book of
abraham was a work of his scholarship if this document as
advertizedadvertised proves anything it isis that some people will go to
any length of skulduggery to make a case out of nothing for
if the so called alphabet and grammar were meant as an in-
spired communication it would have been published as such
not hidden or suppressed for 130 years it was hidden and
suppressed for the same reason that brigham young s laundry
lists are hidden and suppressed because it was nobody else s

business let us allow joseph smith at least for the time being
the luxury of a moment of privacy of a little speculation on
his own there on his hands and knees in the front room of the
mansion house with papyri spread out around him on the
floor the fact that he kept his notes strictly to himself is
evidence enough that they were his own private concern and
were never meant as a message to the church

this is a very important point the whole attack against
the book of abraham in the past has been based on the prefect-
ly false principle that whatever a prophet does must be of a
supernatural nature and whatever he says must have the
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authority of scripture and that hence if a prophet ever betrays
the slightest signsilynsllyn of human weakness or any mortal limitation
he must necessarily be a false prophet this silly doctrine is
a projection of the deeply rooted sectarian belief that since the
bible isis inspired by god there cannot conceivably under any
circumstances whatever be the slightest suspicion of a flaw or in-
accuracy in its pages inin other words whatevwhateverwhateser god has anything
to do with must necessarily be absolutely perfect it was
precisely his rejection of this viewview that brought the wrath of
the christian world down upon the head of joseph smith in
the beginning the sectarian world has never been able to see
how it isis possible to have revelations and still learn by trial
and error if brigham young experimented with silkworms
and sugar beets they argued doesndoean t that prove he isis a false
prophet because aren t prophets infallible and don t they
know everything why experiment then the pearl of great
price itself admirably illustrates the issueissue the facsimiles now
inin use are extremely bad reproductions far inferior to the first
engravings published inin 1842 am 1I then as a member of the
church bound to consult the present official edition and that
only and regard it as flawless bad as it isis because it is the
official publication of the church who isis responsible for the
present state of the book in 1903 james E talmage ap-
pearing before a senate investigating committee explained

mr worthington let me ask you particularly about
the pearl of great price have you had anything to do with
the revised edition of that work

mr talmage I1 made the revisionrevision the last edition of
the pearl of great price one of the standard works as it now
appears has been revised by me inin this way the matter has
been compared with the original manuscripts and the division
into chapters and verses and the references given are my own4owna

the senators wanted to know just how much authority dr
Taltaitalmagetalmaaletaimagemaale carried in his own inspired writings and he told them

mr worthington let me ask you about the articles
ojofo j faith you say you were authorized by the high church
officials to prepare such work and it was approved by a
committee of high officers of the church appointed by the
presidency Is that work or anything inin it binding upon any
member of your church

proceedings before the committee on privileges and elections inin the
matter of the protests against the hight of hon reed smoot to hold his
seat washington DCUS government printing office 1905 vol 53 p 5
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mr talmage oh inin no sense
mr worthington referring to earlier remarks of tal-

mage it would have to be submitted to the church con-
ference and adopted by them before it would bind any
mormon

mr talmage most assuredly
mr worthington Is there any publishing house au-

thorizedthorized to publish works and send them out which works
bind the church as an organization

mr talmage no such publishing house could be
named

mr worthington the deseret neusnewsneuynebynemy has been spoken
of here frequently as the organ of the church has anybody
inin your church the power to put inin the deseret news anything
which isis not inin the standard works that shall bind the people
of your church if it has not first been approved by the people

mr talmage no one not even the president of the
church no one could make anyanythingthingLhing binding by simply
publishing it inin the deseret neus or any other medium or
any other form

from this it should be perfectly clear to all that no one is
bound by anything outside of the four standard works and that
to make an issue of the so called egyptian grammar isis to insist
on a doctrine of infallibility that isis diametrically opposed to
the teachings of the church

now to the papyri pictured in this special section of BYU
studies these accompanying photographs convey their own
message like the three facsimiles which have been thrust on
the attention of the learned world for nearly 130 years they
are anybody s game if contemporary egyptologists have any-
thing to say about them we eagerly await their comments
today however the literal translation of any egyptian religious
text tells no more about what was really going on than the
conversion of an exceedlingly technical scientific explanation
into mathematical symbols would enlighten the mind of one
completely ignorant of science and mathematics

leading students of egyptian religion assure us that all
these years during which we have been translating a set of
symbols into a mechanical jargon we have really had no under-
standing whatever of the real nature of the symbol or the mean-
ing of the jargon any serious study of the book of abraham
facsimile must take it up from there

ibid ppap 242624 26
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nauvoo city may 26th56

this certifies that we have sold

to mr A combs four egyptian

mummies with the records of them

thes mummies were obtained from

the catacomscatacombcatacoms of egypt sixty feet

below the surface of the earth by

the antiquarian society of paris

& forwarded to new york & purchased

by the mormon prophet joseph
smith at the price of twenty four

hundred dollars in the year eighteen

hundred thirty five they were highly

prized by mr smith on account

which attached tota
of the importance A of the record

accidentalyaccidentallyaccidentaly the breast of
which were A found enclosed in A one
of the mummies from translations

by mr smith of the records these mum-

mies were found to be the family of
pharo king of egypt they were

kept exclusively by mr smith

until his death & since by

the mother of mr smith notwiths-

tanding we have had repeated

offers to purchase which have

invariably been refused until her

death which occuredoccurred on the

fourteenth day of nfwjaasmay fathisr this month

nauvoo L C bidamon

hancock co ills may 26 emma bidamon former wife
of jos smith

joseph smith son of jos
smathsmfth

type in parentheses was written in pencil the rest of the letter was written
in ink
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joseph smith and the
lebolo egyptian papyri

JAMES R CLARK

the eleven fragments of egyptian papyri returned to the
church by gift from the new york metropolitan museum of
art on november 27 1967 have had a long and eventful his-
tory just what that history was before their discovery in 1818-
1821 by antonio lebolo isis not certain whether these particular
fragments were once in the possession of or inscribed by abram
abraham prince of god and father of the faithful has not
been determined what can be traced is their general move-
ments after their discovery by lebolo

in the opinion of dr aziz S atiya the man who redis
covered them in the metropolitan museum it is quite certain
that they are genuine and authentic ancient egyptian papyri A
world renowned authority on ancient documents dr atiya is
convinced that these fragments were once part of the collection
of Eegyptianpypcyp tian papyri which were in the possession of joseph
smith 1

dr hugh nibley has been asked to discuss the fragments
as egyptian documents for this special section of BYU studies
and I1 have been asked to comment on the history of their
original discovery by lebolo and their transmission over the
past 146149146 149 years as far as we know the story at the outset
it is important to point out that the collection of four mummiesmummies
and several papyri that came into the hands of joseph smith
in july 1835 were part of a large collection of egyptian arti-
facts gathered between 181718231817 1823 by antonio lebolo a pied-
montese adventurer who died in 1823

NEW FINDINGS ON THE LEBOLO MUMMIES

recent research in italy indicates that portions of the lebolo
collection are presently in the museo egitto in turin italy and

dr clarkdarkoark professor of religious education at brigham young university
has studied and written wlwidelydelydeiy on the pearl of great price

personal interview by the writer with dr aziz S atiya university of
utah intercultural education center december 13 1967

195
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that there is a monograph written in 1824 about that collection
by giulio di san quintino the curator of that museum in the
18201820 s 2

the monograph notes that san quintino spoke personally
with lebolo about his discovery and that he also used some
of lebolo s notes in preparing the monograph it was san
quintino s belief that the tomb lebolo entered was not that of
a single family or even of a single dynasty since not all the
mummiesmummies found there were of the same family and evidence
suggested that the tomb had had repeated use over a consider-
able period of time

by combining information from the monograph and from
dr curto the present director of the museo egitto in turin
it is possible to make some identification of eight of the original
eleven or twelve mummies which made up the lebolo find and
to trace their disposition the museum in turin currently holds
four mummies from this collection

1 A baby named Petemenoff who died august 27 AD 123
2 A woman named bonanno
3 A sister to the above bonanno
4 A second sister to Bonanno 3

san quintino s monograph lists the names and tells of the dispo-
sition of four or five more mummies of that collection

1 A man named petemenonePetemenone who died june 2 AD 116
this mummy was sold by lebolo to frederic cailliaudcailleaud

178718691787 1869 a french traveler and mineralogist it went
to the paris museum in 1824 and has been the subject of
several articles notably by letronneLetronne and champollionChampollion

2 A child called tfutetaute who died january 15 AD 127 this
mummy lebolo sold to giovani d anastasi also spelled
Athanathanasiathanaslasil 179918371799183741799 183718374185741857 A detailed description of this
mummy was published inin 1823 by george frances gery

179518541795 1854 for the egyptian society of london
3 A female named senchosisSenchosis who died march 11 AD 146

this isis one of two mummiesmummies lebolo sold to baron
heinrich carl menu minutoli 177218461772 1846 a prussian

meslieleslieneslie W bradshaw the lebolo mummies in the turin museum italy
newsletter Proceedingsandproceedingsand of the society for early historic archaeology no
101 may 1 1967 ppap 242 4

ibid brother bradshaw an LDS missionary in italy interviewed dr curto
at the musecomaseco egitto inin turin he noted that dr curto dates the lebolo find
inin 1818 p 2
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military officer it isis reported that these two mummiesmummies
were lost at sea off the coast of africa during transport
to europe

4 A man named sotero it isis known that lebolo had this
mummy inin his possession inin trieste italy shortly before
his death inin 1823 4

thus we see that most of the mummies in the lebolo find
were sold while they were still in africa or europe of the re-
maining three or four leslie W bradshaw writes

nothing is mentioned by san quintino concerning the remainremain-
ing three mummiesmummies of the original 11 or 12 consequently we
have no names or dates if we assume that lebolo kept these
three inin his possession until a later time then they together
with that of the man named sotero could have been the
four received by michael chandler at new york city r

this summary and conclusion by bradshaw are interesting
in light of a postscript to oliver cowdery s letter to william
frye published in the latter day saints messenger and advo-
cate december 1835

you will have understood from the foregoing that
eleven mummies were taken from the catacomb at the time
of which I1 have been speaking and nothing definite having
been said of their disposal I1 may with propriety add a few
words seven of the said eleven were purchased by gentle-
men for private museums previous to mr chandler s visit
to this place with a small quantity of papyrus similar as

he says to the astronomical representations contained with
the present two rolls of which I1 previously spoke and the
remaining four by gentlemen resident here

many of us who have been following the history of the
lebolo collection for some years had assumed that the sale of
the seven mummiesmummies to 11 gentlemen for private museums had
been transacted by chandler in the united states bradshaw s

research however would seem to indicate that only four mum-
mies from the lebolo find ever came to america and these
came into the possession of joseph smith but this does not
take into account the claim that dr samuel george mortonmorion

giulio di san quintino interpretazione e confrontoconfrontsConfronto di una billinqueBillinque
inscrizione che sta soprabopra una Murnmurnmicamummicamummickmica egiziana del R museo di torino
lezionilezwm archeologiche 1824 as cited by leslie W bradshaw above

bradshaw5bradshawmbradshaw the lebolo mummies p 5
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purchased a female mummy from lebolo s heirs inin philadelphia
in 1833 11

joseph smith s own statement on that portion of the collec-
tion which michael chandler brought to him identifies his
source as a lebolo heir but at a later date than 1833

on the ard3rd of july 183511835 michael H chandler came
to kirtland to exhibit some egyptian mummiesmummies there were
four human figures together with somesoine two or more rolls of
papyrus covered with hieroglyphic figures and devices

DHC 2235

WHAT WERE THE PAPYRI

several of the saints inin kirtland purchased the mummies
and then as joseph smith commenced the translation of some
characters of hieroglyphics0 he and his two scribes W W

phelps and oliver cowdery found that one of the rolls con-
tained the writings of abraham another the writings of joseph
of egypt DHC 2236 italics mine for the remainder
of the month of july 1835 he was continually engaged in
translating an alphabet to the book of abraham and arranging
a grammar of the egyptian language as practiced by the
ancients DHC 2238 no further journal entry regarding
his work with this collection of papyri occurred until october
1 1835 when he indicated that with phelps and cowdery he
was once more at work on the egyptian alphabet and they
had the principles of astronomy as understood by father
abraham and the ancients unfolded to our understanding

DHC 2286
between october I11 and december 31 1835 there are

fifteen individual entries inin joseph smith s journal referring to
the papyri the mummies andor the records six of these
entries call the papyri egyptian records six additional entries
refer to the collection as ancient records or records of an-
tiquitytiqui ty in another entry he calls them simply the papyrus
only in one entry does joseph smith refer to them as sacred
records the important point here seems to be that while inin
july 1835 joseph smith referred to one roll as containing the
writings of abraham and another the writings of joseph of

david C martin A lebolo mummy found inin philadelphia Neunewslettersletter
and proceedings of the society for early Hishistoricroricloric archaeology no 101 may
1 1967 p 5
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egypt in subsequent references during the three month period
when hebe was working most intensively with them he spoke of
the papyri simply as egyptian records or ancient records
these numerous entries should at least raise a caution against
any assumption that the entire collection of papyri that joseph
smith had was exclusively the record of abraham and joseph
the fact that these two documents were considered most im-
portant by the prophet may have led to that faulty assumption
certainly the interest was and is high in whatever association
abraham a-ridarldand joseph had with the papyri by reminding every-
one that the bible tells us that neither abraham nor joseph was
left buried in egypt joseph smith put down a rumor that was
spreading inin october 1835 even in the public press 7 that in
his collection he had the mummified bodies of abraham and
joseph then on december 31 1835 he wrote the following
in his journal about the mummies in his possession who
these ancient inhabitants of egypt were I1 do not at present say
DHCdhc234823482548

SIMILAR descriptions
joseph smith s description of the records of abraham and

joseph is very close to dr atiya s description of fragments from
the metropolitan museum joseph smith said

the record is beautifully written on papyrus with
black and a small part red ink or paint in perfect preserva-
tion the characters are such as you find upon the coffins
of mummiesmummies hieroglyphics etc with many characters like
the present though probably not quite so square form of
the hebrew without points DHC 2348

dr atiya described the eleven fragments found in the new
york metropolitan museum of art as inscribed principally
with black ink made with soot and glue one of the two
ancient methods of making ink for inscribing papyrus and the
more permanent of the two methods 8

NONLDSNON LDS descriptions OF THE PAPYRI

on january 30 1836 joseph smith showed the record of
abraham to a number of visitors among them his hebrew

commercial bulletin and missouri literary register st louis missouri
october 12 1835

interview with dr atiya december 13 1967
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teacher rabbi joshua seixas who pronounced it original be-
yond all doubt DHC 2388

in 1837 a mr william S west who was not a follower
of joseph smith but was conversant with what was being said
about him and his possession of the egyptian mummies and
records wanted a firsthandfirst hand look at these mummies and docu-
ments he visited kirtland ohio and later published a report
of that visit in a sixteen page pamphlet west says of the col-
lection

the mormonscormons have four mummies and a quantity of
records written on papyrus inin egyptian hieroglyphics which
were brought from the catacombsCatacombs near thebes inin egypt
they say that the mummiesmummies were egyptian but the records
are those of abraham and joseph and contain important in-
formation respecting the creation the fall of man the deluge
the patriarchs the book of mormon the lost tribes the gather-
ing the end of the world the judgementjudgement &cac &cac

he also indicated that information was given him while at
kirtland that the papyri were in fragments because

these records were torn by being taken from the
roll of embalming salve which contained them and some
parts entirely lost 10

samuel woolley in a diary entry in 1838 claims the distinc-
tion of helping to transport the mummies and papyrus from
kitlandditlandKitland ohio to far west missouri when joseph smith
moved church headquarters there 11

in 1840 joseph smith had settled at nauvoo illinois and
was receiving numerous interested visitors one such visitor
became the anonymous author who wrote in the quincy whirwhig
published in nearby quincy illinois the following interview
with joseph smith

it was a beautiful morning towards the close of april
last when the writer accompanied by a friend crossed the
mississippi river from montrose iowa to pay a visit to
the prophet

after he had shown us the fine grounds around his
dwelling he conducted us at our request to an upper room

william S west A few interesting facts respecting the rise progress
and pretensionsfretentionspretentions of the cormonsmormonsMor mons warren ohio 1837

10ihidibid
unpublished diary of samuel woolley in the possession of the woolley

family in cardstonbardstonCardston alberta canada
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where he drew aside the curtains of a case and showed us
several egyptian mummies which we were told that the
church had purchased at his suggestion some time before
for a large sum of money

the embalmedembalmembalmered body that stands near the centre of the
case said he isis one of the pharaohsPharaohs who sat upon the throne
of egypt and the female figure by it is probably one of the
daughters

he then walked to a secretary on the opposite side of
the room and drew out several frframesarnes covered with glass
under which were numerous fragments of egyptian papyrus
on which as usual a great variety of hieroglyphical characters
had been imprinted

these ancient records said he throw great light upon the
subject of christianity they have been unrolled and preserved
with great labor and care my time has been hitherto too
much taken up to translate the whole of them but I1 will
show you how I1 interpret certain parts there said he
pointing to a particular character that is the signature of the
patriarch abraham

the importance of this published interview historically
is that it shows joseph smith ready to identify one of the four
mummies as a pharaoh or king of egypt that it confirms
west s statement that the papyri were in fragments and that it
notes these fragments had been put under glass and mounted
inin frames As the reader may see from the pictures in this issue
one of the fragments of the metropolitan museum collection
isis in a wooden frame under glass and certain others notably
the one that joseph smith apparently used for the reproduction
of facsimile no I11 might well have been in such a frame for-
merly since its present width corresponds with the width of the
frame surrounding the framed fragment there is also a paint-
ing in the church historian s office in salt lake city which
shows joseph smith s mother seated in a chair presumably in
her home and on the wall in the background is a similar frame
with a drawing of facsimile no 1 under glass

publication OF THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM

two years later in 1842 when joseph smith was ready to
begin publication of his translation of portions of these egyp-
tian records he assembled a staff in the times and seasons
office to assist him wilford woodruff was the business man-
ager and john taylor the assistant editor joseph smith took
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over the editorship of the periodical specifically to supervise
the publication of his translations of these ancient records
reuben hedlockbedlock was instructed to prepare the woodcutswoodcuts for the
illustrations facsimiles to accompany joseph smiths transla-
tions

joseph smith published the first installment of his transla-
tions from the egyptian records in the march 1 1842842 issue of
the times and seasons along with facsimile no i1 as an illus-
tration called for inin the text entries in joseph smith s journal
for march 1842 indicate that he continued to translate and
revise the manuscripts of the translation even while they were
being published the entire contents of the present book of
abraham in the pearl of great price with its three facsimiles
had been published by may 16 1842 in february 1843 john
taylor the new editor of the times and seasons promised his
readers that joseph smith would furnish subscribers with
further extracts from the book of abraham but circumstances
and the violent death of joseph smith on june 27 1844 pre-
vented the fulfillment of that promise

LETTER OF SALE identifies PRESENT PAPYRI

the letter of sale that accompanies the metropolitan mu-
seum fragments throws new light on the disposition of the
mummies and papyri after the death of joseph smith much
of this story I1 had already reconstructed from other sources
available to me in 1955 1I summarized this research on pages
146 to 163 of the story of the pearl of great price as follows

of the four mummiesmummies and two or more rolls of papyrus
acquired by joseph smith inin 1835 the st louis museum
acquired two mummies and perhaps a part of the papyrus inin
1856 fthesethese were later sold to the chicago museum inin
1863121863.12186311863.112

the newly found letter fixes the date of may 26 1856 for the
sale of the four egyptian mummies with the records of them
by L C bidamon emma bidamon joseph smith 111III to a
mr A combs this letter substantiates much of our earlier
research and it shows that the general opinion that joseph
smith s mother had sold the relics sometime before her

12 12jamesjames R clarkdark the story of the pearl of great price salt lake city
bookcraft 1955 p 162
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death to have been in error the current information gives
us a new viewview of lucy mack smith because it shows that she
steadfastly refused to sell them while she lived it now appears
that the collection of mummies and papyri that were once in
the possession of joseph smith was not divided up until after it
left the smith family because it was sold to combs as a col-
lection

it seems that it was split up shortly after combs bought it
because the published catalogs state that the st louis museum
acquired only two of the four mummies also in 1856 the
disposition and whereabouts of the other mummies and the ad-
ditionalditional fragments of papyri not inin the metropolitan museum
gift are still subjects open for research it is evident that as im-
portant as this find is and I1 would not depreciate its import-
ance or significance in any way it is only a very small portion
of the collection once in the hands of joseph smith

the known history of the fragments we now have was
printed inin the december 2 1967 church news announcement
of their being given to the church apparently what combs
did not sell or otherwise dispose of went to his housekeeper
then to her daughter mrs alice C heusser who first drew
the museum s attention to the papyri inin 1918 her husband
edward heusser sold the fragments to the museum in 1947
where they had lain until dr atiya saw them

it is still too early to offer any real assessment as to the
significance of this gracious gift by the new york metropoli-
tan museum of art to the church A detailed study of the
fragments and research on new leads must be done before we
could do more than agree

71
with dr atiya and president N

eldon tanner that finding and receiving these papyri frag-
ments are exciting and deeply gratifying to us all

ibid



the road to carthage led west
KENNETH W GODFREY

there was no one reason for the mormon gentile difficul-
ties in illinois in order to adequately determine each pretense
relating to the perplexities of the situation every individual
would have to be interviewed in depth regarding his motives
for acting as he did because the difficulties commenced one
hundred and twenty eight years ago and concluded seven years
later the task even if desirable is impossible however enough
newspaper accounts were written sufficient diaries and jour-
nals preserved ample letters inscribed and official documents
retained that some fairly accurate conclusions can be postu-
lated that mormonscormons and non mormonscormons were unable to dwell
in peace is due to a combination of many factors which when
clearly delineated reveal that conflict was probably unavoid-
able and perhaps inevitable those factors which brought
about the arrest of joseph smith and his confinement in the
jail at carthage two years later culminated in the expulsion
of the saints from illinois and their migration to the great
basin thus it will become apparent that even though geo-
graphically carthage was east of nauvoo the road to carthage
at least for the mormonscormonsMormons led west

illinois like other frontier states had a tradition of law-
lessness and extralegalextra legal groups banding together for a com-
mon goal were not uncommon elijah P lovejoy for example
in 1838 was taken from his home and killed by a band of
men who found his opinions on slavery unacceptable 1 joseph
smith s views regarding the nauvoo charter marriage prac-
tical politics economics and religious doctrine were offensive to
many of the illinois citizenry the precedent having been estab-
lished with the murder of lovejoy it was comparatively easy
to collect a 11 mob which delighted in punishing individuals
thought to be skilled in circumventing the law 2

dr godfrey is director of the LDS institute at stanford university
johnohn L harr law and lawlessness in the lower mississippi valley

missouri historical quarterly april 1962 p 51

quincy whig july 25 1840
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rumors that nauvoo was the headquarters of a den of
thieves the center of a counterfeiting ring and a city filled
with ruthless lawbreakers led to outbreaks against the saints
living in settlements surrounding the mormon stronghold it
is almost true to say that the mormonscormons were accused of com-
mitting every crime that occurred in hancock county fre-
quentlyquent ly thieves were apprehended and on at least two oc-
casions these culprits confessed that they were mormonscormons acting
under specific instructions from the presidency of the church
vigorous denials by mormon leaders went unheeded for the
most part and people believed that the church sanctioned
theft if part of the booty were turned over for use in promot-
ing the almsaimsaimsalms of that organization 4 in spite of instruction from
the general authorities condemning such conduct other mor-
mon lawbreakers seem to have engaged in thievery believing
that such activities were justifiable if committed against mis
sourianssourianosourians gentiles frequently retaliated increasing suffering
on both sides these eruptions resulted in mormon opposition
to such illegal gentile activities producing even greater prob-
lems

the assault on the life of ex governor boggs was used
against the saints and the fact that the assailant was never
apprehended played into the hands of those antagonistic to-
ward the church enabling them to continually cast suspicion
upon the character of joseph smith with little fear of contra-
diction that the culprit was not captured also caused many
individuals to seriously question the prophet s moral char-
acter apparently a large number of people were convinced that
he had ordered the destroying angel to attack boggs in
fulfillment of an alleged public prophecy which otherwise
might not have come to pass that porter rockwell after al-

b H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus christ
of latter day salnissaints salt lake city deseret news press 1930 III111lil 114 the
wasp march 29 1843

H M woodyard john W ousby and others to lilburn W boggs
july 24 1840 found in the missouri historical society library independence
missouri charles P kane the christian church of springfield illinois
journal of the illinois state historical society 1907 p 304 journal of
wilford woodruff august 18 1841t1841 T W nixon to brigham young feb-
ruary 14 1844 found in the unclassified letter file library of the church
historian salt lake city utah hereafter referred to as the ULF

george R gayler A social Econeconomicornic and political study of the mor
mons in western illinois 183918461839 1846 phd dissertation university of
indiana 1965 p 52

millennial star september 1842 the waspff asp july 31 1840
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most eight months imprisonment could not be convicted even
in a missouri court for the most part went unnoticed and law
abiding citizens morally indignant because of the prophet s

supposed disregard for life believed themselves ethically justi-
fied inin actively working outside the law in an attempt to punish
joseph smith 7

newspaper articles written by men such as thomas sharp
editor of the warsaw signal intensified public resentment
against the prophet and his people joseph smith was said to
be an unscrupulous vile deceiver of men attempts to capture
and forcefully return him to missouri caused the mormon lead-
er to extend the jurisdiction and power of the nauvoo city
court which gave riserise to the accusation that he was using this
judicial tribunal to circumvent legally constituted authority
the saints believed that being tried in the nauvoo municipal
court was the ony way he could receive a fair verdict and pre-
vent designing men from taking his life thus an institution
which was for the mormonscormons a symbol of american legal fair-
ness became in the eyes of many gentiles an illegal method
of frustrating justice 8

americans were for the most part decidedly opposed to
large standing armiesarmies thus many citizens inin illinois viewed
with abhorrence the growing might of the nauvoo legion
each muster parade or mock battle caused speculation re-
garding the ultimate design of its leaders rumors accusing
joseph smith of calculating an attack on texas mexico mis-
souri and even the united states itself were incessantly
printed in newspapers and disseminated by word of mouth
throughout the country some individuals believed the nauvoo
legion would have to be destroyed before it had grown so

strong that opposition to it would be unthinkable citizens
living in missouri were especially fearful that the mormonscormons

7missourimissouri Repreporterorler february 5 1847 journal of wilford woodruff may
15 1842 quincy weigwhigIrlalg219hig may 21 1842 iowa hawkeye may 26 1842 native
american bulletin july 14 1842 james H hunt A history of the mormon
war st louis ustich & davis 1844 p 296 monte B mclaws the
attempted assassination of missouri s ex governor lilburnlllburn W boggs mis-
sourisouritouritoufi historical review october 1965

jamessiames leroy kimball jr A study of the nauvoo charter 184018451840 1845
master s thesis university of iowa august 1966 lee county democrat

september 2 1843 josiah lambourn to brigham young january 28 1845
ULF bloomington herald july 5 1844

cillicothecillCilli coraecothe intelligencer july 1 1843 the freeman july 23 1842 lee
county democrat may 14 1842
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would assault their homes and cities in retribution for the losses
they had suffered in that state in 1837 and 1838 at least a few
missouriansMissour ians attempted and apparently succeeded inin animating
some illinois citizens whom they united with in actively oppos-
ing the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 10

As nauvoo expanded economically cities surrounding the
mormon capital shrunk such mercantile centers as warsaw
once a thriving riverportriverport town suffered in the midst of an
economic depression which was believed to be aggravated by
the commercial activities of mormonscormons inin nauvoo the saints
were accused of promoting immigration frequently resulting in
poor converts arriving in the mormon capital which tended to
lower the economic level of hancock county they were
also accused of promoting trade only with themselves and of
striving to become a self sufficient community that thought
little about their nonmember neighbors published accounts
relative to building a dam across the mississippi river in-
creased the jealousy of other communities and caused certain
individuals to actively contend against the saints 11

because of it rapid growth both physically and economical
ly nauvoo was considered by a number of observers to be the
most prosperous community in illinois its economiceconomic success was
magnified when compared to depression wrought cities in the
remainder of the state yet many church leaders taking ad-
vantage of the new national bankruptcy law declared them-
selves insolvent that joseph smith alleaallegedlyedly transferred
property to friends and almost all his remaining land to the
church caused considerable negative comment and many
people seemed certain that he was deliberately attempting to
circumvent the spirit of the law and thus avoid the payment of
legally contracted debts those holding mortgages or notes
signed by church leaders were wrought up inin their feelings and
demanded payment but were checked by the law the prophet
and others justified themselves by contending they had lost
land and property in ohio and missouri for which they had
received no remuneration and argued that if the missouriansMissour ians

joseph E arrington destruction of the mormon temple at nauvoo
journal of illinois state historical society 1947 p 415 daily national
intelligencer june 10 1844 logansportLogan sport telegraph july 30 1842

davenport gazellegazette june 15 1842 the wasawaspwafa february 6 1842 times
and seasons february 1 1841
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would pay the 300000 owed to the saints they would gladly
pay their obligations but since no one seemed ready to make
reimbursement there was little they could do but declare them-
selves bankrupt still many people seemed certain that some-
how leaders of the church were not as honorable as they might
have been in meeting their financial obligations one report
even stated for fact that joseph smith had amassed a fortune
of just short of a million dollars with this kind of publicity
circulating it is not difficult to see why economics was at the
root of some of the saints problems in illinois 12

certain mormon doctrines not thought to be compatible
with the american religious tradition also caused conflict in
hancock county many americans were trinitarian in their
concept of god though they frequently declared in their creeds
that god the father christ the son and the holy ghost were
three persons in one substance yet they were said to be not
three gods but one god it is true that a few americans such
as thomas jefferson believed this doctrine was a numerical
impossibility still most christians were content to leave the
complexities of the three in one doctrine for the theologians to
unravel thus when joseph smith publicly preached the un-
usual plurality of gods doctrine and declared that god was
once a man many individuals thought his teachings blas-
phemousphemous 13 this provided them with a moral justification for
opposing the mormon leader such doctrines as the gathering
scriptural authenticity of the book of mormon the hebraic
chosen origin and quality of the american indian taught soon
after the black hawk war the secret nature of the temple
ceremony and the temple itself all caused the various people
to actively oppose the saints even the prophet s own followers
found some of his teachings to be more than they could accept

2joseph2josephajoseph smsmithith to H R hotchkiss may 13 1842 located in illinois
state historical society library charles ivins to hyrum smith august 22
1842 ULF bloomington herald december 10 1841 the Illliiillinoianlnolaninolan august
14 1841

tyethe western atlas and saturday evening gazellegazette august 4 1841 henry
caswell Mormomormonisinmormomsmnisin and its author london society for promoting christian
knowledge 1851 ppap 454 5 john thomas sketch of the rise progress and
Disperdispersionslon of the cormonsmormons london arthor hall and company 1849 P
6 henry mayhew life among the cormonsmormons new york hurst & co 1850
p 576376 B G weidgillWei dgill to joseph smith may 29 1844 ULF report of S W
richards to brigham young february 10 1845 ULF pastoral letter of
bishop chase january 3 1843 found in the illinois state historical society
library springfield illinois
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and caused thernthemtheen inin part at least to declare he was no longer
a prophet of god 14

because polygamy was unannounced yet practiced credence
was added to john C bennett s claims that spiritual wiferylifery was
practiced by the saints when others published accounts of the
existence and practice of plural marriage in nauvoo even more
suspicion was cast upon the prophet s character men repeated-
ly charged the mormon leader with attempting to seduce
women inin nauvoo nancy rigdon martha brotherton robert
foster william law and francis higbee published affidavits
accusing joseph smith of engaging in immoral activities 135

charges and counter charges were publicly presented and
people seem to have been led to conclude that where there was
so much smoke a genuine fire must be smoldering

joseph smith was perhaps not as perceptive in the selection
of friends and subordinate leaders as he might have been at
first at least a pretended friend forceful leader and prominent
citizen john C bennett for example after his immoral activi-
ties were exposed became a dedicated enemy a vigorous an-
tagonisttagonist and an effective inciter of public sentiment he ac-
cused joseph smith of being immoral and contended that he
was no longer suitable to receive communication from god

with the founding of nauvoo a new group of men re-
placing the whitmerswhittersWhitmers oliver cowdery and thomas B marsh
became prominent in the mormon hierarchy besides bennett
william and wilson law william marks robert foster and
others influenced the prophet and seemed to be the most
eminent figures in the mormon capital they were strong
willed active energetic individuals who after 1843 opposed
joseph and hyrum in almost everything they attempted to do
in the spring of 1844 they came out in open unreserved opposiopposit

the gainesvillepainesrillepainesvillePaines rilleville telegraph september 13 1841 fort madison courier
november 13 184118411 the peoplepeoples s miscellany and illinois herald july 27
1842 the western atlas and saturday evening gazette february 20 1841

for information regarding plural marriage in nauvoo see andrew jenson
plural marriage the historical decoirecoirecord4 VI may 1887 219 the warsaw

signal april 25 1844 benjamin F johnson to george S gibbs july 1 1911
copy in possession of the writer private journal of joseph L robinson copy
in possession of the writer martha hall to her mother june 16 1844 narr-
ative of mrs franklin D richards found in bancroft library berkeley
california memories of harriet decker young found in alienallenailen gerber col-
lection brigham young university diary of eliza R snow found in the
bancroft library berkeley california diary of mary N barzee boyce found
in the allenalienailen gerber collection brigham young university library
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tion to the prophet s economic policies his secret marriage sys-
tem his so called dictatorial powers and many of his more
radical religious doctrines several of these men lectured against
mormonism and met with mormon hatersbaters attempting to ad-
vance their own designs and to oppose those of the prophet 10

organizing together with others in nauvoo until their
group had a membership of approximately two hundred 17

these excommunicated leaders held their meetings and formu-
lated plans to take the prophet s life that he was spared was
largely due to the courage of the nightwatchnightwatch who constantly
guarded his home and person and to the loyalty displayed by
two youths who attended the meetings of this group and re-
ported its activities to joseph smith following their excommu-
nicationni many of the conspirators organized together to form
a new church actively attempting to win mormon converts

A large number of people believed the charges leveled
against the prophet by former members of the mormon hier-
archy and seemed to have become convinced that the saints
were a group of unlearned licentious dupes unable to think
for themselves following blindly a religious dictator who
violated the separation of church and state religious liberty
economic freedom private property and the sacred structure
of society itself the family it isis almost impossible to lay too
much stress on the part these former mormonscormons played inin
arousing people against the leaders of the church and actively
engaging in anti mormon activities themselves

numbers alone dictated that the saints would be a political
power in illinois they used this puissance to elect their friends
and vanquish their antagonists joseph smith declared that
he cared not a fig for whioahiowhig or democrat and served notice
that mormonscormons would disregard party labels and cast their bal-
lots for candidates who would actively encourage programs
beneficial to the mormon people

the whigs by 1841 began to denounce the saints and their
leader publicly because aspirants who received the mormon
vote almost always seemed to wear the democratic label re

journal of william clayton no 28 p 18 original in the library of
the church historian salt lake city utah document of D B huntington
ULF alton telegraph and democratic review july 30 1842 dr robert
foster to joseph smith july 16 1842 ULF davenport gazettegazelle july 21 1842

horace cummingsgummingsCumin ings conspiracy in nauvoo contributor diary of james
flanagan august 1 1843 original located in the library of the church
historian iowalouaiamalowa standard october 19 1843
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peatedlyheatedlypeatedly whig newspapers denounced this attachment the
saints seemed to have for democratic candidates and accused
mormon leaders of involving themselves in unholy alliances
with that party finally whig leaders met with anti mormon
democrats anand others who disliked the saints political power
and within a few days the birth of the anti mormon party be-
came a reality politics thereafter were largely conducted on the
basis of a candidate s being for or against the saints leaders
of the church attempted to minimize the growing number of
mormon voters and even made serious efforts to camouflage
the baptism of two county commissioners when anti mormon
candidates for the most part defeated their pro mormon op-
ponents inin 1841 some observers believed mormon political
power had been greatly exaggerated yet immigration by
august of 1842 augmented the mormon population in hancock
county so that by voting solidly for the same candidates the
saints were able to dominate the politics of that region after
the death of snyder the democratic candidate for governorvernoraovernorgovernorao the
whigs charged that judge thomas ford was not only the dem-
ocratic nominee for the state s highest office but the mormon
candidate as well the democrats retaliated by declaring that
the whig standard bearer joseph duncan had sought for and
failed to receivereceive mormon support and this was the reason for
the whig outcry of supposed righteous indignation duncan
had obtained the services of joseph smith as his nauvoo real
estate agent in an attempt to garnergarner the mormon vote caus-
ing democratic leaders to accuse him of using unethical cam-
paign practices the disclosures of john C bennett probably
caused duncan to deliver a series of mildly anti mormon dis-
courses toward the end of the campaign which probably cost
him the support of many saints however judgejude ford would
have won the election without a single vote from a latter day
saint still disgruntled whigs and anti mormonscormons in hancock
county seemed to have believed that the saints were the source
of all the political ills that could be imagined following the
1842 election the anti mormon party was formally revived
after suffering what was thought to be an untimely death
subsequent to its success inin the 1841 election this party
proved ultimately to be one of the most decisive forces in
causing the death of the mormon prophet and the migration
of large numbers of his followers to the great basin
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when church leaders learned through a series of letters
that the leading candidates for the presidency in 1844 would
not seriously consider nor actively strive to achieve financial
compensation for the saints in payment for personal depriva-
tions accrued while living in missouri joseph smith was sought
out and nominated for the office of president of the united
states in collaboration with W W phelps and john M bern-
hisel he wrote a platform frequently referred to by mormonscormons
as being one of the most statesmanlikestatesman like documents constructed
since the farewell address of georgeorge9e washington0 non mor
mons were not as complimentary and the prophet s views on
the powers and policy of the government of the united states
was called by one newspaper reporter A conglomeration of
hope mingled with fear that would agitate the whole nation
and cause the earth to quake and the sea to heave beyond its
bounds yet a careful examination of joseph smith s political
thoughts reveals that it is difficult to demonstrate effectively
that he was a uniquely different political theorist for the most
part his concept of government was not a conglomeration of
hope mingled with fear nor was it incomprehensible on
the contrary it represented the main current of early nine
teenthsteenth century american political thouthoughtaht however his plat-
form energetic campaign and seeming earnestness in doing
all he could to acquire the nation s highest office aroused the
public against him meetings were convened arguments pre-
sented conclusions reached and individuals selected to prevent
the prophet from ever taking the oath of office should he by
some miracle be elected it is highly probable that inin spite of
the determineddeterniined efforts of ordained political campaigners the
mormon leader would not have received a single electoral
vote that mormonscormons were aware of this is indicated by the
careful examination of documents and instructions given to
lucian woodworth incorrectly referred to by dr robert
bruce flanders as being a non mormon wherein he was to
negotiate a treaty with texas and mexico for land between the
two countries so that the mormonscormons could establish an indepen-
dent nation of their own 18 plans were also underway should
woodworth failfallfali for a general migration to the west

antagonism toward the mormon prophet was further inin-
cited when it was correctly rumored that he had been or

george miller to the NorilnorthernnortheinnorilgernnotNor sheintheingern islander june 27 1855
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damneddarneddammed king over the immediate house of israel by the
council of fifty 19 this action was wrongly interpreted by
non mormonscormons to mean that he was going to attempt to over-
throw the united states government by force in reality the
prophet was establishing a political organization that would
remain inin effect inin a state of limbo until commanded by christ
to function as an aid inin usherinasherinususheringherin in the millennial reign of the
king of kings still newspapers and tracts repeatedly charged
that the prophet conducted himself like a dictator and that his
actions were not only treasonable but a violation of the con-
stitutional principle that church and state should be disassoc
lated thus his kingly ordination only incensed the populace
and his untimely death became even more inevitable

the prophet s mayoral order with the consent of the city
council to destroy the nauvoo expositor became the imme-
diate excuse to stamp out his life that he was opposed to
freedom of the press was the moral justification for legal
action against him and his brother even though the council s

decision had precedence in united states and english legal
history as has been so effectively demonstrated by dallin oaks
in terms of the historical situation in which it was rendered
the order to destroy this anti mormon newspaper was certainly
a mistake thomas ford ordered the mormon leader to appear
in carthage for trial and gave personal assurance that he would
be safe but following his arrival in what was probably the pre-
dominant anti mormon city in the state the governor found
himself powerless to placate the mob that had gathered in the
guise of the state militia ford traveled to nauvoo and before
his return to the county seat the deed was done and the mor-
mon prophet was a memory that would grow and increase in
significance with the passage of time

apparently the prophet joseph was convinced that belong-
ing to the masonic order might protect him from an experience
similar to the one he had endured with his followers in mis-
souri yet an overenthusiasm for the masons caused members
of that organization to engage behind the scenes in bringing
about the death of the mormon brothers it is at least probable
that joseph smith s last words thought by some to be the first

diary of george A smith may 9 1844 copy in the library of the
church historian document dated february 6 1844 ULF george davies
an authentic account of the murder of joseph smith st louis ap 1844
the expositor june 7 1844
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part of the masonic distress signal were ignored by masons
in the mob that took his life because he had broken his
masonic vows at the time of his death the prophet was
charged with initiating women into the masonic order with
attempting to seduce master masons wives and daughters and
finally with imitating masonic ritual in his own temple en-
dowmentdowment that he was innocent of most of these charges did
little to stem the tide against him joseph smith had not in-
itiated women into the masonic order though he had given
many mormon women their endowments as part of the mormon
temple ceremony the alleged seduction of master masons
wiveswives and daughters stemmed from the practice of plural mar-
riage however in each case a marriage ceremony was per-
formed thus rendering the mason charges groundless that
part of the temple endowment which was similar to masonic
rights was defended by joseph smith stating that a part of
masonic ritual was a corrupt or apostate form of the en-
dowmentdowment his cry oh lord my god seems to have aroused
no sympathy and shortly after uttering this portion of the
masonic distress signal he fell to the ground a dead man 2021

perhaps in retrospect both mormonscormons and gentiles were
partly to blame for conflict which developed between them
the mormonscormons were sometimes boastful of their political and
economiceconomic power they frequently declared they were the chosen
people of god and tended to trade inin a commercial way only
with themselves to promulgate a large army and to engage in
a marriage system thought to be adulterous by the gentiles on
the other side the gentiles blamed the mormonscormons for almost
every crime committed inin hancock county said joseph smith
was a dictator and believed themselves justified in opposing
him without really waiting to determine the truth or falsity of
the numerous accusations against him

because they believed the rumors regarding the mormonscormonsMormons
the gentiles organized into anti mormon groups passed reso-

s H goodwingoodwill mormonismmormonjsmmovnonm and alasonrmasonry A ufahutahulahurahulsh point of viewvienvieu salt
lake city grand lodge F & A M 1925 diary of oliver B huntington
typed copy inin library of the church historian jack adamson treasure of
the widow s son unpublished paper in possession of the writer orson
F whitney lifelraelije of heber C KIkinballknnballdball alltcitgitsiltsittlltsalt lake city stevens & wallis inc
1945 ppap 111211 12 robert glenn cole highlights of illinois masonry
masonic gleanings kable printing co 1956 ppap 190191190 191 handwritten
copy of the proceedings of a meeting held in 1842 inin jacksonville illinois by
henry sherwood dated 1844 ULF
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lutionslationslutions petitioned the governor and finally concluded to drive
the saints from the state the mormonscormonsMormons still mourning the
loss of their prophet having almost completed the temple as a
monument to their slain leader met with gentile leaders and
agreed to leave illinois without further bloodshed warrants
pending for the arrest of brigham young and other leaders on
charges of counterfeiting were among the reasons for the early
departure of the saints from the city of joseph in february
rather than in the spring as originally proposed

A religious people that had entered illinois in 1839 home-
less destitute and sorrowing for loved ones left buried on the
northern missouri plains were once again in 1846 homeless
without sufficient food and grieving because of two silent
graves containing the bodies of their founder prophet and his
patriarch brother little did they realize the number of graves
that would dot the trail from iowa to the great basin and the
conflict they would experience before peace was attained and
their children became a respected part of american religious
life in the twentieth century



LESSONS FROM THE PAST
or how to succeed in the university

world without really trying
GEORGE M ADDY

to every historian there comes soon or late the strong
desire to desert the exact documentation and cautious phrase-
ology that his craft and the zealous eyes of his colleagues oblige
him to use the occasional urge to soar above the footnotes and
address a larger audience must come to us all moreover a
certain catharsis is obtained by ceasing to be solemn about
history and discharging the collection of irrelevant anecdotes
random thoughts and unsuitable stories that pile up in the
course of research however this desirable end implies a re-
quirementqui rement to be amusing difficult indeed for the historian
who is apt to be too serious about the human antics his work
turns up this then is a hazardous enterprise but I1 persevere
buoyed up by the thought that the catharsis will benefit the
historian at least if not the reader 1

in the course of a decade of research I1 have been constantly
struck with how little academic life has changed most univer-
sities even an american mormon university in the twentieth
century resemble to a discouraging degree the university of two
centuries gone this parallel leads me to think that we have a

0good deal to learn from the university of salamanca which
after all had already been in business five centuries by the
middle of the eighteenth century this institution had survived
royal reform the inquisition invasion war and even the rule
of its own students since all of us even those over forty
were once students and did not spring forth full armed from
the brow of zeus let us begin0 by examining some similarities
in student life

dr addy is professor of history at brigham young university
readersheadersmeaders interested inin documentation are referred to george M addy

the enlightenment in the university of salamanca durham NQNC duke
university press 1966.1966
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similarities IN STUDENT LIFE

it is a commonplace nowadays to lament the decline of
student manners and morals to draw alarming conclusions
about berkeley rioters acid heads and bikini clad tennyfenny bop
pers and to lament the good old days say just after world
war 11II characterized by hard work frugality and propriety
I1 am sure every dean of men has his moments of quiet despera-
tion but it may help our perspective to consider the problems
of a salamancanSalamantalamancancan dean principally he had to worry about riots
female undergarments played no part rather these riots
were regional rows which at best ended in broken heads and
at worst in five or six dead and the total dislocation of the
university BYU campus bishops have problems but I1 am rea-
sonably certain that they have never been driven back from
helaman halls by musket fire as they approached to do home
teaching this was the unfortunate experience of the bishop of
salamanca when he attempted to preach to the students on one
occasion

we legislate on the length of skirts but the statutes of
salamanca speak of the length of the eating knives and try to
outlaw swords daggers pistols and muskets and to stop the
more affluent students from housing packs of hounds in the
halls the presence of women in a place supposedly given over
to the muses has made problems in modern universities but it
has also distracted the male student from a wholehearted pur-
suit of mayhem to slightly more constructive channels however
life cannot be one continual riot even at the university of
california and the same was true at salamanca where the stu-
dents like ours gave most of their attention to their daily
affairs

the salamancanSalamantalamancancan undergraduate worried about passing
about finding lodging in an intensely crowded town about
remittances from home he complained vigorously about the
food on nearly all occasions with perhaps some literary exag-
gerationgeration one complained of boardinghouseboarding house cheese cut as
thin as a spider s web that followed a soup so watery that the
smallest louse that fell out of the tutor s sleeve as he served
could be seen on the bottom of the pot the dessert at this
meal consisted of six grapes and the wine was watered vine-
gar even then the scholarship students seemed to get the
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better of their counterparts one of the cherished prerogatives
of a fellowship was the surety of receiving a pound of meat
two pounds of bread a measure of wine and a small sum for
the purchase of greens and sweets every day

THE undergraduate
the salamancanSalamantalamancancan undergraduate woke in his crowded

garret or in his relatively sumptuous college room and found
his way to the cavernous cold of the university where the old
lecture halls were and remain absolutely unheated there in
the gloom of early morning 800 in winter 700 in summer
he found a seat on a plank bench about four inches wide rested
his book and perhaps his head on a desk the same width and
waited for the professor to enter mount a dais raised four or
five feet and covered with a canopy take his seat upon a
cushioned chair and begin lectures lasted for an hour were
delivered entirely in latin and from memory professors were
strenuously forbidden to use notes or to dictate to their
students at the end of the hour the professor took his post
outside the door of the classroom to answer questions and re-
solve difficulties

like us salamancanSalamantalamancancan students attended lectures five days a
week thursday and sunday were holidays but the weekend
trip home was out because thursday and sunday mornings
after mass were occupied with scholastic disputationsdisputatious the pro-
posal and public disputation of theses were perhaps the major
intellectual exercise of the university our master s and doctor s

orals are the mere withered remnants of these exercises to cite
only one example the candidate for the doctorate in theology
at the university of alcala had to sustain theses in eight separate
disputes arguing in each with twelve doctors and three ad
vanceddanced bachelors for as longionglonion as ninenine hours

but these strenuosities were dealt with in the same way as
ingenious undergraduates deal with them today the pony or
cauletachuleta the chop as the spanish would say reached a state
of development by the eighteenth century that must have been
truly astonishing I1 have not seen any chuletaschu letas but one admir-
ingly horrified description speaks of a hundred page booklet
that provided the user with ready made theses and arguments
for all the major points of the civil law
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SOCIAL LIFE

but what happened when studies were done or as was and
isis more common ignored for the moment here the student
faced a formidable set of don ts he was forbidden to fence
play ball play cards or dice sing worldly songs or play the
guitar he could go out for a stroll with his companion buy
sweetmeatssweetmeats if he had the money or go bathe in the river
provided he had a medical certificate As a matter of fact what
he frequently did do was to fence play ball play at cards and
dice sing worldly songs accompanied by the guitar and go
out at night to serenade some of the local swingers inin what
was called the street of the inksellersinksellers

occasionally a group of strolling players came to sala-
manca causing almost as much concern to the faculty as a
rise in the price of bread both events tended to overexcite the
students the presence of these godless mummersbummers was regarded
as a threat to student morals and a distraction from studies
the university sought to provide a constructive alternative by
sponsoring various highbrowhighbrownhighbrow productions in latin designed to
help the student master the language and to better his classical
culture alas these productions were just not box office and
students seemed to prefer the noneducational performance

one pair of enterprisingenterprisinc students who somehow managed
to get to a non latin performance invited two ladies of the
touring company to their college for chocolate and conversa-
tion the vice rector of the college got wind of the project
and locked the main door inin the nick of time persisting in the
face of difficulties the ingenious students tried to bring the
girls inin through a window but the barred windows showed that
salamancanSalamantalamancancan blacksmiths had been dealing with that sort of
thing for centuries and the whole project ended in frustration
and the arrival of the watch

the campus police chief and his sturdy men are not new on
the academic scene the recognition that with college students
sweet reason occasionally needs to be supplemented with a more
forcible argument was well diffused at salamanca the master
of the schools charged with watching over the academic juris-
diction had a judge to sit on student cases and an alguacil
who with his men armed with lanterns staves swords and
bucklersbucklessbucklers pistols and occasionally muskets nightly made the
rounds of the town to apprehend the erring student
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but there was escape the student fort lauderdale of
salamanca was the nearby town of tejarestemaresTejares whither the stu-
dents repaired in the spring to relax their tensions the
wealthier colleges maintained summer homes there and the
local town girls were apparently willing to assist in dancing
the burra which seems to have been a sort of eighteenth
century twist however even tejarestemares had its spoilsportsspoilsports the
local alcalde on one occasionoccasion attempted to intervene and stop
the dancing at midnight only to be peltedbelted with wine jars and
to have his staff of office broken

unfortunately for the students the alcalde complained to
the bishop of salamanca an austere man who had inconvenient
ideas about plain living and high thinking and who was at that
moment enoaenaaengagedoedaed by royal cominiscommissionsionslon in reforming the col-
leges incidentally this last task of sisyphus had about the
same success as the abolishing of fraternities or social units
would or has anyway the bishop was a powerful and de-
terminedtermined man and the erring students were confined to quar-
ters pending the resolution of the council of castile how-
ever one student who must be at least the spiritual ancestor
of mario savio broke confinement persuaded one of the girls
from temarestejares to fly with him and they eloped on mulebackmule back
toward the portuguese frontier it was one thing to defy a
bishop but it was another to defy the council of castile the
hue and cry was raised the couple captured at zamora the
girl hustledhustled off to a convent and the student returned to the
student jail at salamanca where the last glimpse the docu-
ments give us shows him languishing in irons awaiting his
trial

GRADUATE examinations
for the student who undertook graduate study there was

the longionaionglonalono grindrind of disputationsdisputatious and the hazard of the final
examination at salamanca this dreaded rite occurred at night
in the chapel of santa barbara commencing about eight
0 clock and lasting until the eight junior doctors of the candi-
date s faculty and anyone else who cared to argue had been
satisfied however about midnight the examination adjourned
for a supper at the candidate s expense intelligent candidates
soon discovered that even full professors who are also full of
trout and turbot eel hake and shellfish turkey peacock
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pigeon roast lamb and beef ham and sausages with vegetables
and salad on the side four kinds of wine coffee chocolate
five desserts and unspecified appetizersappetizers are somewhat sleepy
and perhaps not as persistent inin examination as they might
otherwise be one of course ran the risk of the occasional case
of indigestion which might somewhat acidify the questioning
after supper

commencement EXERCISES

this examination passed the candidate was ready to take
his doctorate it is at this point that I1 venture to draw my ffirstirstarst
clear case as to how we can learn from salamanca one occa-
sionallysionally becomes aware of a certain thinness inin the ranks of our
faculty at commencements this was no problem at salamanca
where the degree granting ceremony was attended assiduously
why in the first place there was no speaker very sensibly
the spanish even now defer the inspirational talks to the fall
when some mental activity has been restored to professors and
students by a summer away from each other moreover sala
mancancancan graduations were with pomp not our shamefaced
democratically bobtailed procession but a splendidly full
blown monarchical parade with bands and uniformed university
retainers the professors rode on horseback accompanied by
pages carrying their academic insignia and coats of arms more-
over the parade ended not at a speech but at a banquet for
the faculty at the graduates expense by university statute no
less than twelve courses not counting appetizersappetizers or desserts
could be served at the end of the banquet the faculty received
their graduation fees boxes of sugar jugs of wine quantities of
candy and live chickens were aportionedapportionedp accordingZD

to rank
and passed out this was splendid but not the end for the next
day another procession took the candidates and the faculty to
the cathedral where in a magnificent ceremony the candidates
received their degrees each doctor getting his insignia of cap
cape ring gloves and book to the accompaniment of trumpet
flourishes and the roll of the kettledrum on this occasion the
faculty collected ppresentsresents of 0gloves and a cash gratuity in
procession again all went to the town square where a bullfight
with at least twelve bulls at the candidates expense beguiled
the afternoon the faculty sat together and received refresh-
ments and darts to throw at the bulls the evening concluded
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with fireworks when the new doctor finished this ceremony
and finished paying for it he knew that he had been gradu-

ated
such hi jinks however were considered unsuitable for the

graduation of the grave doctors of theology in this faculty the
processionsprofessionsprocess ions gifts and degree granting ceremony were held
but instead of the bullfight the graduate was subjected to a
thorough and sometimes cruel baiting called a gallo in which
he was unmercifully ridiculed and satirizedsatirizessatirized let one anecdote
suffice to demonstrate A certain candidate of poetic pretencreten
tionseions had published in a moment of excess a work in which
he apostrophized the burro noble because his race had borne
the savior and ended by wishing that he too might be an ass
if he could bear his lord how terribly exposed we are once
we are in print in the ceremony his tormentor added a verse
to the effect that his wishes had been immediately realized
when his colleagues chose him to carry the consecrated host in
the next convent procession

FACULTY PROBLEMS

but what of the worries of salamancanSalamantalamancancan professors some
of them have a familiar air indeed at salamanca they had
as some modern universities do the student evaluation of pro-
fessorsfessors to get a job or to keep one the aspiring salamancanSalamantalamancancan
professor had to face an opposition when a chair was open
the hopeful candidates were assigned by lot a text and given
twenty four hours to prepare and memorize a latin lecture on
it the lecture delivered before the students of the class ended
in a vote and he who got the most votes got the chair junior
professors had to defend their chairs every two to sixsix years
in the same fashion and frequently against their own students

the system had its faults the complaints about it show
that some things have not cchangedhanged much there was the pro-
fessor who was careful to pass all students there were those
who complained that their colleagues watered down the subject
or gave extra lessons to make themselves more popular and
there were outcries about the barefaced fellow who simply
treated his students at the wine shop of far greater moment
was the allegation that the opposition placed a heavy premium
on memory oratorical powers and tricks of showy erudition
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students were then as they are now too frequently impressed
with the wrong thing profound knowledge was often a posi-
tive handicap more sinister still was the frequent degeneration
of the voting into a mere riot as the student partisans of the
teachers fought it out with false votes and daggers

in the end the system caused so much trouble that the
crown abolished student voting and had the professorshipsprofessor ships
filled by the vote of the royal council this cooled off the sala
mancancancan rioters but also froze out all the professors who lacked
influence at court the august council of castile was concerned
with the wrong things too and was far too impressed by
family connection membership in the right college or the
patronage of some powerful churchman in the eighteenth
century the crown tried to give merit greater play by having
faculty committees sit as judges on the oppositions and for-
ward their opinions to madrid for final interpretation but
salamancanSalamantalamancancan professors were even more wary of being judged
by their colleagues than by their students the amount of
maneuvering to see who got on whose committee and the
attempts to influence the committee reached really horrifying
proportions

FACULTY incentives
one may well ask what incentives compelled men to stick

with academic life in the face of these harassments there were
many of course one of the most compelling was the pos-
sibilitysibility of acquiring at long last a proprietary chair and thus
securing what we call tenure after this there were no opposi-
tions and one held his chair for life after twenty years of
teaching retirement at about two thirds salary was possible
perhaps the most attractive feature was a unique salary struc-
ture that gave to the salamancanSalamantalamancancan proprietary professor a salary
superior in purchasing power to that enjoyed by most american
academics today in essence the full professors at salamanca
divided among themselves one half the university s net income
the balance went to the other professors the staff mainten-
ance of buildings and other expenses hence it was worth
hanging on moreover once one had obtained a chair the
council had the comfortable habit of promoting in seniority
so that little special effort beyond keeping one s nose clean
was needed to go up the ladder it was getting on the escalator
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in the first place that was a difficult proposition especially for
the unfortunate who were without influence in the 1750 s one
pathetic oppositorpositorop appealed to the king that he had entered
thirty six successive oppositions and had never gotten higher
than fifteenth place

there was another compensation salamanca was a faculty
run institution there was a student elected rector but since he
held office for only a year he was usually blanketed out by the
more experienced faculty who knew where the bodies were
buried there were of course detailed regulations and occa-
sionallysionally careful supervision by the spanish crown but in daytoday to
day matters the assembly of professors and doctors ran the
university indeed a faculty with so many lawyers and theolo-
gians found it easy to use the extremely detailed statutes of the
crown for its own purposes while the ministers at madrid
puzzled their way through a hairsplittinghair splitting casuist case in which
royal statutes were pitted against each other against the papal
constitutions finally balanced by an appeal to practice and
custom the university frequently went ahead and did as it
pleased

FACULTY MEMBERS

A faculty run institution meant frequent and long meetings
and many committees in the course of reading sixty eight
volumes of the minutes of the salamancanSalamantalamancancan faculty I1 gradually
became acquainted with a good many salamancanSalamantalamancancan professors
bit by bit something of their personalities their quirks and de-
sires began to emerge perhaps some quick sketches of
eighteentheighteen th cencenturytury spanish academics would be interesting to
their twentieth century american counterparts

first let me introduce the undoubted star of the faculty
doctor don diego torres villarroel professor of mathematics
and astronomy sometime dancer quack doctor bullfighter and
full time astrologer torres kept his colleagues on the run for
nearly thirty years he led the potters of salamanca in holding a
mock graduation ceremony in which the doctors rode on
asses clothed in gaudy rags and he poked unmerciful fun in
print especially at the medical faculty whom he cordially de-
tested he shared brigham young s views about poison doc-
tors this faculty in turn had a good many words to say
against astrological medicine torres published a highly suc
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cessful almanac full of astrological predictions wise saws and
sometimes mordant satire he was fortunate enough to predict
correctly the death of the briefly reigning luis 1I and this
made him as an astrologer his literary gifts got him an entree
at court and he shrewdly used this connection to push for more
mathematics and scientific teaching at salamanca he also
shrewdly pushed himself and his nephews who successively
occupied his chair after torres retirement and later death the

1granoranaran piscator de salamanca as he called himself fought all
his life to increase the influence of mathematics and science
in a university dominated by law and theology but I1 per-
sonally think that he did it mostly to annoy his stuffier col-
leagues and he certainly succeeded

torres arch enemy was a solemn theologian named manuel
ribera precise pious and prudish ribera found the jokes and
conceits of torres completely out of place in the grave and
learned group to which they both belonged his triumph when
he discovered that torres had published a book on geography
that confounded new zealand with novayagovaya zemlyazemlia can be
detected at two centuries remove one can practically see his
jowls quivering in delicious indignation when he denounced
torres for the obscenity of the uncovered breasts of the
allegorical figures on the frontispiece of the geography

then there was the faculty member who attended every
meeting and who religiously spoke on every conceivable subject
on every possible occasion student morals financial problems
relations with the town the library buildings and all alike
were grist to his oratorical mill this loquacious spaniard bore
the peculiar name of juan lince after awhile it dawned on me
that juan was entitled to his blarney because his real name was
john lynch and he was an irishman

the academic activist and adviser to governments was not
unknown in the eighteenth century patricio cortes or patrick
curtis became professor of astronomy and natural history in
the 1790 s he was also rector of the irish college for many
years excitement and danger came into his academic life
during the napoleonic invasion curtis in spite of his irish
antecedantsantecedents became the head of wellington s intelligence ap-
paratus in western spain wellington found his information
invaluable and said so many times unfortunately the french
detected him and he was arrested as a spy in 1811 somehow
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he escaped punishment and entertained wellington under his
own roof when the british arrived at salamanca inin 1812 since
the british were shortly forced to retire toward the portuguese
frontier the next period of his life must have been anything
but academic

ACADEMIC FREEDOM

another professor whose life was not exactly calm was
ramon salas professor of civil law and director of the

academy of practice of the salamancanSalamantalamancancan law school this
academy was intended to function as a kind of moot court to
give students practice in preparing and pleading cases salas
turned it into sort of a free forum and like other free forums
of more recent memory it started a lot of excitement salas
encouraged his students to examine the morality of the legal
system especially the use of torture and cruel punishments
they even debated taxation and trade policy As one scandalized
colleague put it he allowed profane minds to penetrate even
to the most hidden corner of the cabinet of the prince As the
threat of the french revolution contracted the limits of aca-
demic freedom at salamanca salas began to run into trouble
he was quietly promoted and his academy just as quietly con-
verted to its original purpose but salas refused to be silenced
he read rousseau and circulated anonymous manuscripts at-
tacking government policy these manuscripts carried all over
western and central spain by salamancanSalamantalamancancan students inevitably
attracted the attention of the inquisition moreover five of
salas colleagues all theologians following the accumulation
of extrajudicial information as they delicately put it had
denounced him to the inquisitorsinquisitoryinquisitors as a corrupter of youth this
decided the issue in april 1796 the order was given for salas
arrest what followed unlike most professorial brushes with
the inquisition has certain comic aspects don ramon some-
how got wind of the order for his arrest and immediately took
horse fleeing salamanca in hot haste alas salas was no cava-
lier A short pudgy man he suffered excruciatingly from the
hemorrhoids and his flight ended in collapse in an inn in
madrid salas escape however probably served a useful
purpose it enabled him to warn highly placed friends at mad-
rid who probably covered themselves and helped him the de-
tails of salas trial are obscure but he was allowed to abjure



LESSONS FROM THE PAST 227

de letileviieti and let off with a caution and a year of spiritual exer-
cises in a franciscan convent the university kept him on the
payroll through his trouble and on half salary until 1808

FACULTY achievement
far less dramatic but probably more effective in many ways

were the lives of professors who quietly read taught and
wrote and who thus succeeded in profoundly influencing suc-
cessive generations of students one may take as an example
bernardo zamora professor of greek in the 1750 s he began
a lone and laborious attempt to upgrade greek scholarship and
interest in classical studies generally he produced a greek
grammar comparable to any contemporary text which was
used for decades in spain perhaps more important he acquired
books in great numbers freely acquainted his students with
them and in the course of twenty years introduced much of
the new taste of the enlightenment in classical studies letters
arts and sciences to salamanca

there was dr zunzunegui professor of anatomy who
blocked by local hospital officials from obtaining cadavers
turned to dogs oxen and at considerable risk obtained the
bodies of exposed infants who were commonly left in the
churches zunzunegui quietly introduced the latest techniques
of dissection and made some considerable contribution for
two decades he conducted forty anatomical dissectionssectionsdis or
demonstrations a year

but of course the salamancanSalamantalamancancan faculty had as every insti-
tution has its time servers its obscurantists its fossilized aca-
demics there was dr ocampo arch foe of salas who de-
nounced his colleague to the inquisition for false and temer-
arious opinions and speaking lightly of established powers
and revealed truths there was the salamancanSalamantalamancancan curriculum
committee which found the chair of algebra useless with an
insufficient number of students to justify its inclusion in the
curriculum however modern academics might feel more
sympathy for the backward faculty committee that tried to block
the construction of an expensive medical and physics laboratory
in order to use the money for higher faculty salaries

there was another faculty committee that investigating
instruction at the university complained that newfanglednew fangled ideas
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had caused the decay of studies in latin and scholastic logic
and without these disciplines the students acquired a mental
laxity that gradually led to an equal looseness of manners and
morals they maintained

students show a disorder of customs and a liberty of thought
that isis pitiful and foreshadowsforeshadows misfortune for church and
state they lack modesty of dress required by ancient custom
the wearing of pantaloons headkerchiefsheadkerchlefsheadkerchiefs long hair and
other equally ridiculous and extravagant fashions are usual
even inin the vounyounyoungestgest students are impudent in the street and
irreverentirre erent inin church it isis known that they circulate books
and papers which are impious obscene and difficult of ac-
quisition

FACULTY government
what was the record of faculty government at salamanca

it must be said that it was astonishingly inefficient at times and
always slow since it was committee bgovernmentgovernmentyovernment it had all
the faults of indecisiveness unnecessary compromise and dif-
fusion of effort that commonly afflict committees occasionally
the salamancanSalamantalamancancan faculty was paralyzed by powerful vested inter-
ests and became in consequence both corrupt and oppressive
but on balance the scheme of faculty government had one su-
preme virtue it fostered a spirit of corporate identity among
the faculty that survived through the centuries on the banks of
the tormes students rectors and royal officials came and
went the faculty was always there they developed a co-

hesion and a sense of identity that was immensely strong true
that corporate spirit could be and all too frequently was oppres-
sivesive as it forced conformity but it could also foster innovation
and creativity and when this happened the university bloomed
and greworew

however faculty government was profoundly troubled by
another problem that disrupted the university generally As the
influence of the enlightenment increased and as new ideas and
new methods came to the university the partisans of spanish
tradition came to resist change with tenacity and mounting
passion for their part the liberals doctrinaire younger and
impatient for power could not conceal their eagerness to intro-
duce new plans and ideas or their delight in levering their
seniors out of the places of power and influence there came
to exist then a polarization not only of ideas but of genera
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tionseions the university suffered intense internal tension that
spoiled its unity and distracted its attention from learning the
embattled conservatives resorted as we have seen to denuncia-
tions and the gathering of extrajudicial information on the
lives and ideas of their colleagues the liberals took up invec-
tive secret pamphleteeringpamphleteering and meditated plans for the future
both sides apparently sought to woo the students and thus
brought youthful passion into a situation that was already ex-
plosive

left to itself I1 believe the university would have worked its
way through its difficulties and indeed by 1807 the liberals
had achieved a notable triumph in the plan of studies pre-
sented in that year the university was really converted from
a stronghold of theology and law into an institution emphasiz-
ing sciencescience medicine and philosophy

it was the great tragedy of the university that at this critical
moment its internal affairs became tangled with the tragic and
poignant crisis of the napoleonic invasion of spain on no-
vember 9 1807 20000 french troops entered salamanca
ostensibly on their way to invade portugal by the next spring
godoy had fallen the students at salamanca were taking up
arms and the university closed its classrooms

thus the plan of 1807 was never fully tried and the
chance of further adaptation to the enlightenment perished in
the war of independence in the course of the war the uni-
versity lost its revenues some of its buildings were destroyed
and its faculty were scattered or confronted with the crushing
choice of following the banner of obscurantist patriotism or en-
lightened and progressive treason the unity and continuity of
the university the precious corporate spirit of the faculty were
irretrievably shattered

conclusion
this was the fate of the university of salamanca but un-

wisely for a historian I1 have said that we may learn something
from it historians frequently complain that most people do not
really try to understand history they merely quarry it seeking
a few stones to construct their own particular edifice according
to a preconceived notion I1 have done this myself yet I1 hope
with some propriety in all modesty I1 offer up my conclusions
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1 the heart of any university is its faculty you may
have an awfully big log and 20000 mark hopkinsesHopkinses but the
catalyst is the guy who sits on the other end of the log

2 A faculty becomes great by thinking writing and
teaching the best way to stimulate these actions is not to in-
terrupt them

3 the chance to think write and teach without in-
terruptionterruption will in the long run attract good men especially if
they have security and good pay

4 do not worry about building tradition just stay alive
and tradition will come when it does the chances are that
fifty percent of it will be harmful or dangerous but there is no
way of telling in advance the good from the bad

5 professors and classes tend to become fossilized like
everything else the real task of a curriculum committee should
be not to keep down the number of new courses rather it
ought regularly to throw out the old ones

6 students can distindistinguisdistinguishguish the professor who is witty
well organized and has a good presence they can detect fakery
and bombast in a few minutes but they cannot for the most
part discern originality and profound learning

7 A faculty member may choose to try to influence
society at large his colleagues or his students the latter
course is the slowest but probably the surest and most far
reaching the problem is how to get them to pay attention
to you

this last the most profound mystery of our craft I1 cannot
pretend to illuminate the student of salamanca or the student
at any university goes his own way he listeth where he willeth

takes what he wants or what he can get and leaves to
lament in his turn the willful ways of youth such is the
mystery of learning perhaps that is one of the things that make
the whole business so fascinating
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fawn M brodie s no man knows my history has seen
eight american and at least one british printing in the twenty
one years since publication its present reputation is fairly
stated in the recent library of congress bibliography

mrs brodie s biography of joseph smith is a work of
intensive scholarship widely praised as the best history of the
prophet and seer upon whose revelations the church of
jesus christ of the latter day saints was founded the author
has searched out and scrutinized carefully the evidence on all
sides of the strange story and her picture of her subject is
impartial and inin the main sympathetic 1

despite such encomiumsencomiums most LDS historians feel less than
enthusiastic about the craftsmanship of mrs brodie A book
explaining in detail the grounds for such professional skepticism
is overdue to say the least F L stewart lori donegan has
educated herself in the sources of mormon history simply
through making a hobby of carefully checking brodie s docu-
mentation such a project is less a question of ideology than a
fairly objective determination of whether the footnote citations
of no man knows my history really support its thesis because
this double checkincheckancheckingg may be done on a broader scale stewart s

work is a valuable pilot study of the validity of brodie s

generalizations
the essence of exploding the myth isis a presentation of

sixty three violations of context or documentation in no man
knows my history A final chapter is added that contains an
imaginary dialogue between stewart and brodie concerning the
supposed transcript of an 1826 trial of joseph smith popularized
by no man knows my history it is questionable whether the
literary device of a hypothetical conversation contributes to the
accurate presentation of historical issues in regard to the sub-

a guide to the study of the united states of america washington
DC library of congress 1960 p 772 all further page citations in this
review refer to fawn M brodie no man knows my history new york
alfred A knopf 1946
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jecteject of this chapter however more evidential work needs to be
done on what appears to be a fictitious transcript of a genuine
trial although stewart isis skeptical of the reality of this early
event oliver cowdery s letter concerning the susquehanna
residence of joseph smith messenger and advocate oct
1835183318531855 seems plain on this point

on the private character of our brother I1 need add
nothing further at present previous to his obtaining the
records of the nephitesNephites only that while inin that county
some very officousofficiousofficous person complained of him as a disorderly
person and brought him before the authorities of the county
but there being no cause of action he was honorably acquiredacquited
from this time forward he continued to receivereceive instructions

from the mouth of the heavenly messenger until he
was directed to visit again the place where the records
was deposited

brodie disregards cowdrey s account and relies upon the sup-
posed court record promulgated by bishop tuttle in 1883
later additions have cited the reminiscence of AWB pub-
lished in 1831 in the evangelical magazine and gospel ad-
vocate which brodie maintains proves beyond doubt the au-
thenticity of the tuttle transcript such a conclusion is too
neatly reached however since cowdery s account relates that
joseph was honorably acquitted a contradiction of both
sources that brodie relies upon with numerous spectators then
alive it is doubtful whether cowdery would even have brought
up the incident if it was not a vindication of the prophet some
detail on this issue isis demanded here because stewart attempts
to equate this early trial with one mentioned by lucy smith in
wayne county in 1829 but this conclusion violates cowdery s

description both inin location and chronology the trial he men-
tions took place previous to his obtaining the records of the
nephitesNephites this much must be said inin the interest of an ac-
curate reading of the only mormon source for the event but it
must also be recognized that stewart s work moves beyond the
pioneering efforts of francis W kirkham on this issue she
stresses several important inconsistencies in the tuttle tran
script some of which are apparent anachronisms in details of
local history such work is most valuable and deserves a fuller
presentation perhaps as a journal article

to return to the alleged sixty three inaccuracies stewart s

corrections are generally valid simply counting a total is not



BOOK REVIEWS 233

as important however as classifying them by pattern which
the reader must substantially do for himself one trend shows
an inconsistency in brodie s historical theory A simple illustra-
tion is the labeling of two different events as joseph s first
major failure the kirtland conference of 1831 and zion s

camp in 1834 since stewart points out other contradictions in
analysis the seriousserious question isis raised of how well brodie as-
similatedsimi lated and correlated her own research another major trend
is adding exaggerated description or imaginary details to an
incident although stewart has presented but a portion of the
episodes that are embellished inin the retelling those now col-
lected disqualify brodie as a careful historian and move her
work inin the direction of sensational historical fiction A related
trend in brodie s methods isis simply shoddy workmanship that
inaccurately states basic dates and names not to speak of inin-
complete and distorted quotations but the trend that stewart
features by position as most seriousserious has obvious parallels apart
from mormon historiography it isis said professionally of
gibbon on rome s fall that his major failing is not so much an
antichristiananti christian bias as an incapacity to understand religion at all
stewart goes far toward showing that for the same reason
brodie might be incapable of describing much less of evaluat-
ing a major religionist

the critical point of genuine religion or respectable self
deception for brodie isis joseph smith s success in inducing
supernatural experiences among his followers from the 1829
vision of the three witnesses to the 1830 spirituality of the
infant church it was then that he was rapidly acquiring the
language and even the accent of sincere faith p 80 stewart
grasps the central issueissue by highlighting brodie s opinions of the
religion of joseph s family prior to that time in what is per-
haps her best chapter stewart analyzes the loaded terms and
inadequate generalizations that are applied to the early smith
mack religious convictions for instance brodie quotes asael
smith to show that he isis an unaffiliated bible believer con-
sequently she evaluates him as basically irreligious such
a non sequitur stewart refutes by merely supplying the words
deleted from asael smith s testament he insists upon the
evidence of scripture and reason that religion is a necessary
theme in face stewart somewhat understates the issue since
the letter itself expresses a profound humility before the great
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majesty of god brodie portrays the smith ancestors general-
ly as caught inin cultural and family disintegationdisintegration but such a
picture isis based on a dubious sociology of identifying colonial
dissent from orthodoxy as irreligion a concept extended
environmentally to joseph smith sr actually the only his-
torical portrait of the prophet s father inin this period is lucy
smith s history which reveals him plainly as a true pietist yet
brodie s linked inferences proceed to assert that palmyra data
11 indicates that joseph jmjjrjjr reflected the irreligion and cynicism
of his father p 16 it is questionable whether the biogra-
pher who so perceives the simple and devout joseph smith sr
has the requisite empathy to consider the possible sincerity of
his son this issueissue looms larger than many technical historical
judgments and stewart deserves credit for underlining it

stewart focuses upon brodie s youthful picture of joseph
for the obvious reason that the integrity of his religious claims
rests on the reality of his pre 18501830 experiences brodie s real
evidence for this period amounts to the two above discussed
items the court record and environmental irreligion plus
one the detailed affidavits of his neighbors would lead one
to believe that the youth had been immuneimmune to religious inin-
fluencesfluences of any sort appp 25425232342542344 however stewart s discussion
of these affidavits does not specifically meet the brodie thesis
the above quotation isis part of brodie s discussion of the first
vision indicating that she thinks that at age fourteen joseph
smith was basically irreligious she then assumes that the court
trial supposedly march 1826 furnished a crisiscrisis that turned
him toward a more genuine appearance of religion p 31
on the basis of the affidavits of neighbors and family tradition
brodie admits it isis clear that much of the story that he later
wrote inin his autobiography was known to his family and friends
as early as 1827 p 40 stewart spends much space showing
that all sources agree that joseph smith claimed a religious
motivation for his work it isis quite true as stewart maintains
that brodie has deleted from the record many newspaper articles
and portions of affidavits that substantiate joseph smith s relirellreil
giousbiousmousnous claims but technically the brodie thesis asks for pre 1827
proof stewart s mainmalnmainmaln contribution here isis to show that the
hurlburt affidavits were not necessarily representative of pal-
myra opinion sincesince she emphasized lucy smith s report signed
by sixty people of a community testimonial of the business inin
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tegrity of the smiths when the chronology of the brodie thesis
isis firmed up this first neighborhood statement inin favor of the
smiths inin 1826 has even more significance stewart quotes the
opinion of the historian of new york revival whitney cross
every circumstance seems to invalidate the obviously preju-

diced testimonials of unsympathetic neighbors collected by one
hostile individual whose style of composition stereotypes the lan-
guage of numerous witnesses but with this observation
the job isis only half done it has never been adequately stressed
that brodie has perhaps classically debunked the hurlburt
howe affidavits on the spaulding story on the grounds of
11 uniformity of style and content appp 4234423 4 then why
should she enshrine as history the affidavits collected by the
identical person on the issueissue of money digging especially in the
light of the fact that she declines to accept the negative charac-
ter testimony of hurlburt s major palmyra affidavit p 18

A discussion of one historical incident inin depth as treated
by brodie and stewart will serve as an illustration of the per-
formanceformance of each in december of 1842 joseph smith traveled
from nauvoo to springfield to get firm legal and adminis-
trative support inin resistingresisting illegal arrest by missouri deputies
brodie s first mistake isis her vivid description of a retinue of
forty of his best soldiers armed to the hilt with bright muskets
and brighter bayonets stewart is completely justified inin call-
ing the account over dramatized sincesince on this point joseph
smith s narrative names only nine that set out from nauvoo
and mentions no arms at all the display of which would have
been highly injudicious brodie s next blunder is transferring
an earlier incident to this journey in describing this springfield
trip inin his DHCDHQ vol 5 p 211 smith records his resent-
ment at missouri aronaswronaswrongsb and recalls that in virtual self defense
he had once threatened to use force on a night so cold that
lives were imperiled he begins the reminiscence by stating
that it occurred in paris at the time when I1 was going up to
missouri inin company with elder rigdon and our families
because brodie describes this event as happening on the trip
from springfield to nauvoo stewart is quite correct in calling
brodie to task for misunderstanding the reminiscence of 1838
and narrating it erroneously as an 1842 incident the third
error is one of location paris illinois is in the east of the state
some 10 miles from the indiana border because it is not an
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intermediate point between nauvoo and springfield bordie
clearly failed to check basic geography stewart s exact criticism
here is the paris in question is inin missouri not in illinois
in turn this isis merely stewart s assumption for joseph smith
in his 1838 flight from kirtland took a route not only near
paris missouri but also through paris illinois in fact joseph
smith s account of that journey shows that he and sidney
rigdon were toatogetherether inin paris illinois but shortly thereafter
separated so they probably were not together in the vicinity of
paris missouri as this incident requires in summary though
incorrect inin technical geography stewart s criticisms are quite
correct on the main issueissue of accuracy with literary sources if
brodie distorts simple narrative and cannot read a flashback of
joseph smith inin context no careful historian can afford to rely
upon her judgment without first examining the documentation
for himself

some will no doubt dismiss stewart s close analysis as
trivial but if many points are minute they are not unimpor-
tant history to the extent that it is scientific isis an inductive
study based on evidence if particulars are misconceivedconceivedmisconceivermis the
interpretation based on them cannot be accurate upon the
publication of brodie s biography hugh nibley summarized
its chief methodologicalb errors inin spite of his alifliflippantippantcippant manner
professionally trained LIDSLDS general authorities expressed simi-
lar objective criticisms it isis really unbelievable that a score of
years have passed before a serious point by point study of
brodie s documentation has been attempted that F L stewart
has recognized the need and published isis of itself a major con-
tributiontribution it isis hoped that further analysis of no man knows
my history will follow one must conclude on the basis of the
first results from stewart that brodie isis grossly overrated as a
historian of joseph smith on purely historical grounds

richard L anderson
brigham young university
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RICHARD L BUSHMAN from puritan to yankee charac-
ter and the social order inin connecticut 1690176516901761690 1765176 cambridge
harvard university press 1967 343 ppap 8958.95895

too frequently authors and teachers consider the history of
early america by discussing the original settlements of the
thirteen colonies and then turn abruptly to the end of the
colonial era to consider the prelude to0 the revolution the
period from 1690 to 1765 isis undoubtedly the most neglected
era of american history this neglect is especially evident
when historians refer to these years as the waiting period before
the revolution

while some historians overlook this period as one of im
portantporlant developments dr richard L bushman of the history
department of brigham young university has advanced the
thesis that between the glorious revolution and the conclusion
of the french and indian war connecticut society was trans-
formed significantly by the eve of the revolution professor
bushman writes connecticut was moving toward a new social
order toward the republican pluralism of the nineteenth
century with the death of old institutions had come the birth
of a new freedom p ix law and authority he averred
embodied inin government institutions transformed first because
of economic ambitions and later as a consequence of the great
awakening

by considering factors advancing toleration inin connecticut
bushman investigated one of the more significant develop-
ments of the colonial period in all of the american mainland
colonies planted before 1633 political leaders established
religious solidarity as a paramount political objective refusing
dissenters for decades the right to organize and conduct public
servicesservices this policy of maintaining religious uniformity was
transplanted from massachusetts to connecticut by orthodox
puritan immigrants and for over a half a century inin these
two purtainburtain colonies political leaders succeeded inin preventing
the emergence of nonconformist societies after 1690 a few
non congregational societies primarily anglican secured the
right to organize inin connecticut but with the exception of
the growth of the church of england the first significant
increaseincrease in dissident groups did not occur inin that area until
after the great awakening
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immediately prior to the revival of the early 1740 s every-
one in connecticut with the exception of those exempted for
supporting the anglican baptist or quaker faith was required
by law to attend a congregational society and contribute to the
minister s salary during the revival the connecticut assembly
forbade itinerants to preach unless they secured permission
from a resident minister although this law limited the rights
of dissenters dr bushman emphasized that the great awaken-
ing advanced toleration and altered the social order in con-
necticut by contributingc to the numerical increase of baptists
anglicans and separates an offshoot of the congregational
society because of the growth of dissent the privileges en-
joyed by members of the established church were seriously
challenged and the problems of enforcing old ecclesiastical laws
multiplied A new sense of injustice was popularized effective
ly by converts saturated with religious zeal

another subject considered in this well written book was
the plausible causes of the great awakening while discussing
this controversial subject bushman speculated that peculiarities
of the puritan personality partly accounted for the tensions
which lead to conversionconversion plagued by an increasing desire for
material wealth many settlers were highly susceptible to the
preaching of enthusiastic revivalistsreviva lists who excoriated the spread
ining worldlmessworldliness p 189

another consequence of the awakening acaccordingaccordinocordina to dr
bushman was the transformation of politics for new disputes
emerged during this religious upheaval which precipitated
political divisions new lights friends of the awakening
denounced the legislation forbidding itinerant preaching
leaders of this political faction proclaimed that forbidding
such preaching was in reality fighting against god meanwhile
old ll11lightsbightsights removed their political opponents from office in-
sistingsistino that their critics were opposed to order and government
and supported the development of a lawless society five years
after the flames of the revival had subsided however the new
lights emerged as a powerful faction and for many decades
thereafter the struggle between the friends and enemies of the
awakening continued since before the awakening no one of
importance had dared assert that the civil authorities had actual
ly oversteppedoverstepped their bounds bushman concluded that the
religious upheaval prepared americans for a political revolt by



BOOK REVIEWS 239259

igniting a new form of conflict p 26566265 66 on the eve of
the revolution he asserted the new light party that was ac-
customedcus tomed to contending against old lights quite naturally
openly reacted against british tyranny p 266

from puritanpur hanban to yankee isis a work based on exhaustive re-
search into innumerable sources and contains many thought
provoking interpretations moreover it isis rich inin details that
are often overlooked by writers of early american history for
dr bushman not only discusses the political and social changes
which occurred in connecticut during the first half of the
eighteenth century but also considers economic developments
land policies and local government inin colonial connecticut

recognizing dr bushman s contribution oscar handlin
referred to this publication as one of the most important
works of american history inin recent years

milton V backman jr
brigham young university
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CLINTON F LARSON the lord of experience provo
utah brigham young university press 1967 129 ppap 4954954.95

this reviewreview has given me trouble I1 ve started it four times
and I1 ve torn up my manuscript each time the problem is not
that I1 find it difficult to say something complimentary about
clinton F larson s the lord of experience and that I1 am
afraid of offending a friend and fellow poet the very op-
posite is the case I1 can find next to no fault with the book
such a position on the part of a reviewer is not to say the least
a la mode these days but I1 see no virtue in adhering to a
critic s pose for the sake of the stance alone therefore I1 stick
my neck out and declare flatly that I1 find this volume the most
significant collection of poems ever to have come out of mor-
monismmon ism let me explain that term significant I1 do not infer
that dr larson has inin any way added to the body of church
doctrine as eliza R snow did in 0 my father neither do I1
have any hope that his lyrics will eventually become the texts
for a body of beloved hymns as did the verses of say W W
phelps I1 do not even hold it plausible that these poems will
be widely quoted from the pulpit by future generations of
sacrament serviceservice speakers they are too difficult and com
pressed for that what 1I do mean by significant is that they
are poetry for the first time we as latter day saints can point
to a volume of verse and say to the literary world we too
have a real poet an artist of skill knowledge power and
depth for the first time we can say of a collection of mormon
poems that matter and manner have come together these
pieces are neither pretentiously stiff exercises in metrics nor
simple versifiedversifierversi fied sermons too much earlier LDS poetry has
been simply one or the other in other words we can finally
say that we have inin mormon letters a book of verse in which
craft and message merge to produce that evanescent mystery
called art

remember that I1 said that I1 can find next to no fault with
the book that isis not to say that I1 find none I1 find as a

matter of fact two the first isis a shortcoming on the part of
the author the second on the part of the average reader it
must be admitted that dr larson is sometimes guilty of over-
reaching in his poetic diction he too often employs the
strained the obviously intellectual word when a simple word
would work as well often even better let me cite a single
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instance to make my point inin the dauphin and the crows
we read they cast their meadow flowers to the skyand
circle round and trip as if to flyflywhileWhileiwhileiwhite some proliferate
epylliaspry aeschylus exudes idylliatheidyllia The saturnalia in-
deed that isis too much verbal cuteness to be either effective
or sinceresincere

but if such strained esoterica as this and the poet s exag-
gerated fondness for latin sometimes get inin the way of the
poetic experience they do not come often enough or over-
whelmingly enough to obscure or even seriously hinder the
total effect of the individual poems for the most part the
poems are lucid I1 do not mean to say easy recall that I1 have
placed blame on this point not on the head of dr larson but
on the head of the average reader the history of poetry isis
crowded with examples of difficult poetry that remainsremains ex-
cellent poetry elliot hopkins browning shelley blake for
example must all be held blamable if dr larson isis to be held
blamable I1 say simply that there is nothing wrong inin a poet s

demanding intellectual probing from his reader so long as he
gives in the work itself all of the clues and evidence the reader
needs for the interpretation because dr larson does I1 say his
poems are lucid if he demands that his reader think rather
than simply feel so many more plus points for the poems I1 say

beyond the attraction of intellectual depth I1 find much else
to praise inin the volume if some have complained that the
author s plays lack a driving dramatic force they cannot make
that accusation about his poetry one need read only home-
stead inin idaho to test the veracity of this claim it moves it
involves it strikes home of even such radically different
poems as say advent exactly the same may be said many
pieces inin the volume have real dramatic impact try reading

or singing0 before the casket to the tune of there Is an
hour of peace and rest there you have a poem with punch

with or without the melody
even the comiccomic poems come off well well laced tea

isis cgruesomelyruesome ly delightful and the old maid has a sardonic
effervescence about it which delights everyone to whom I1 have
ever read the poem

but from nniymyiy point of viewview dr larson s lyrics are the
greatest strength of the collection one could spend much
time and space examining and praising the skill and beauty
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displayed in the song of light seagull at dawn the
imagined daughter and on and on but I1 think it most ap-
propriatepropriate to end this reviewreview by quoting one single short poem
to me the best of a collection of superior poems and let the
work speak for itself inin the hope that it may impell the reader
to live with the entire volume for a while

TO A DYING GIRL

how quickly must she go
she calls dark swans from mirrors everywhere
from halls and porticos from pools of airair
how quickly must she know
they wander through the fathoms of her eye
waning southerly until their cry
Is gone where she must go
how quickly does the cloudfirecloudfire streak the sky
tremble on the peaks then cool and die
she moves like evening into night
forgetful as the swans forget their flight
or spring the fragile snow
so quickly she must go

john B harris
brigham young university
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