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foreword

when the first presidency recently called me to serve as
church historian they counseled in partial explanation that
the resources and techniques of genealogical research should be
closely aligned with those of historical research this counsel
reflects a concern for correlation of agencies programs insti-
tutions not to abandon the values of specialization but to
enable these to be pooled cooperatively to serve larger long
range purposes

the world conference on records sponsored in 1969 by
the genealogical society of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints has done much to alert experts throughout
the united states and abroad to the resources motivations
and ever improving technology that stand behind mormon
collections of genealogical and historical data one result is a
new regard and a new sense of mutual helpfulness in the huge
task of retrieval and record maintenance

we commend the interdepartmental and interuniversityinter university
efforts of the institute of mormon studies and mark the re-
sults of another year of research some of which appears in
ahlsthisthis issue of BYU studies institute researchers working in
close cooperation with our microfilmersmicrofilmers as well as with our
church historian office staff have deepened the store of
creditable data on mormon origins early leaders and the new
york period drawing together a variety of disciplines in-
cluding archaeology and historiography at the whitmer home
they have assisted in discovering relating and weighing such
findings

we commend all those who are contributing to or who may
yet contribute to these efforts we encourage their continuance
and intensification and pledge our cooperation in the more
effective gathering and use of the past that is always the
prologue of the destiny of mankind

howard W hunter
church historian
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guest editors prologue

TRUMAN G MADSEN

it has been thought that you might like to have the following
notes relating to my grandfather egbert B grandin who
printed inin 1830 the first edition of the mormon bible these
items were told to me by my mother harriet grandin allenalienailen
many years ago
the mormonscormons tried to get their bible printed inin rochester
but no one wanted to undertake the work my grandfather at
first refused after consulting friends who felt that it was
merely a business matter and that he would be inin no way re-
lated to the religion he consented the type was set for sev-
eral pages at a time and the mormonscormons brought the manuscript
in lots each day taking the manuscript sections away the same
day my grandfather received his pay 3000 worth inin a
farm and part of another farm or a mortgage on the latter
both near palmyra the printing was done on what is
known as a washington press the writer saw this inin the
mormon museum inin salt lakecitylake citygity for decades it had lain
neglected in the cellar of a store of pliny sexton s I1 suppose
on main street the hand work on the old style press must
have been arduous no power presses then 1

As the above paragraph shows even the 1830 printer was
less than receptive to the publication of the book of mormon
and not at all receptive to the book itself many still seriously
doubt that the book is what it purports to be a sacred history
but there can now be no doubt that it has a history and that
means a seriesserlesseriesserles of unexpected turnaboutsturnabouts for its critics

the critics expected the book to be a non christian threat
to the faith once delivered to the saints again and again it
has instead pulled men and women toward that faith illustrat-
ing and then enacting it

dr madsen professor of philosophy at brigham young university isis director
of the instdinstinstitutetute of mormon studies he has lectured and published widely inin
the history and philosophy of religion

excerpts from a letter from henry allenalienailen addressed to the librarian of
the palmyra library and recently recovered by larry C porter
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the critics called it the gold bible the mormon bible
and assumed it would replace the bible but historically it has
been a major force inin pulling more than three million persons
toward understanding and respect for the bible

the critics expected it to be exposed as a forgery or a
plagiarizedplagiarizer rehash of spaulding rigdon ethan smith or avail-
able indian lore but quite by itself the book has remained the
single tangible artifact that renders these alternative explana-
tions untenable

finally the critics expected it to be a bubble for back
woodsmenwoodsmanwoodsmen and none hesitated to predict the collapse of its in-
fluence inin the nineteenth century but strangely whatever may
be its relevance to the arguments of that time and place it
has an almost pre established harmony with the needs of the
twentieth and as trends continue it may be even more rele-
vant to the twenty first

with confidence then we can predict an increasing willing-
ness to read the book with diminished hostility and with a
concern to fairly test it

that means that the story of its origin needs to be kept
straight its documented elements separated from mere say and
hearsay it isis important that the story of the origin of the book
of mormon also be translated correctly and that is what a
team of research scholars have been about this year

where were the smiths living at the time of the moroni
visits russell R rich has given us a framework for confi-
dence what about joseph smith s reputation inin palmyra
at the time of translation richard lloyd anderson takes what
may well be the first thorough look at the hurlbut hurlingscurlingshur lings
and offers a detailed historiographer s appraisal what of the
anthon transcript story stanley B kimball has pursued with
discipline and patience the main characters in the incident and
given us a platform from which to acknowledge what we can
and cannot reliably say what about the original book of
mormon manuscript dean C jessee offers a most fascinat-
ing article on the fragments that are preserved what of the
impact of the book on the new york community leonard
arrington larry porter laurence yorgason and jeffrey
holland offer further glimpses into that

throughout our research we have felt a lasting debt to the
book s detractors for through the campaign of disparagement



254

they have left as it were literary fingerprints which provide
dates places circumstances and a close look at what was being
claimed and counter claimed taken together they will con-
tinue to undercut the notion that the book was done in a
corner

while we have encountered many dead ends we have
nevertheless opened some territory that promises further data
we commend these topics to the initiative of new york minded
mormon historians

1 the prophets silver mining efforts for stoaletoal stowellowellSf
and their relationship to the plethora of money digging
accounts

2 the legal trials of joseph smith in the new york period
3 activities of the smith family during the years 1823-

1827
4 the coherence of joseph smiths own account of the

translation with his closest scribes his wife emma and
oliver cowdery

in addition we are aware of four hearsay traditions the
sources of which cannot now be located and we invite informed
corncommentment from our readers

1 A paragraph presently unlocated inin the papers of joseph
knight senior describing the return of joseph and
emma from the hill cumorah with the plates and the
arimurim and thummimThummim

2 A statement remembered but not identified by dr T
edgar lyon that inin the process of translation the
prophet became more and more familiar with the lan-
guage until at the end he no longer utilized the urimarim
and thummimThummim

3 A statement that joseph anticipating publication of the
book cried out 0 lord what will the world say and
was somehow reassured that mind opening evidence would
be forthcoming

4 A report that not long after reading the book parley P
pratt was assigned by the prophet to rereadre read the entire
bible for parallels and corroborations when he submitted
his notes joseph was noticeably astonished at the number

any information leading to the arrest and conviction of
these references or any reasonable facsimile will be most wel-
come here then are some accumulated findings of another
year s research into mormon origins



where were the moroni visits

RUSSELL R RICH

dating early events in church history is occasionally es-
peciallypecially difficult because early eye witness accounts are often
found to disagree take for example the birth date of alvin
smith the prophet joseph s oldest brother the history of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints which is taken
from joseph smith s journal lists the date in question as feb-
ruary 11 179811798 but lucy mack smith lists the date as feb-
ruary 11 1799 in her first edition of her history of the
Propprophethetbet 2

there has been much more controversy over alvin s death
than over his birth A footnote in the DHC 1116ilg16 includes a
genealogy of the prophet s family giving the date of alvin s

death as november 19 1825 on the same page and also on
page 2 in the body of the text the prophet is quoted as speci-
fying the date as 1824 in mother smith s original edition
she also gave 1824 as the year of alvin s death in joseph
smith 24624 6 in the pearl of great price the present edition
also gives 1824 as the year of alvin s death ascertaining the
correct date of alvin s death will assist our dating and placing
the first moroni visit

two sources enable us to establish the death date of alvin
as november 19 18231825 first is the inscription on alvin s grave
inin the community cemetery located adjacent to the old west-
ern presbyterian church in palmyra his tombstone gives his

dr rich is a professor of history of religion at brigham young university
and a specialist on the schismatic groups of the restoration

joseph smsmithth the history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints salt lake city 1946 vol 1 p 16 commonly known as documentary
history of the church hereafter referred to as dhc1DHC

lucy mack smsmithithi byoBlobolographbiographicalblographgraph celicellceti sketches of joseph smith the prophet
and Hhishlf sprogenitorsprogenitors for many generations liverpool 1853 p 40 this first
edition was said to have contained errors occasioned by its not being carefully
compared with historical data and was reissued inin a utah edition history
of joseph smith 19011901igol from page 1 of the introduction

255



256

death as november 19 1823 this evidence alone isis insuffi-
cient to authenticate this date becauseabecausea tombstone placed
years after a death might also be inin error however there is
another bit of evidence that does establish the 1823 date as
the correct year beyond doubt

it appears that someone was spreading rumors around pal-
myra that alvin s body had been exhumed from its grave and
mutilated these rumors naturally brought deep concern to
the smith family joseph smith sr became so concerned that
he purchased the following advertisement in the paynewaynevayne sen-
tinel printed at palmyra this ad appeared on successive wed-
nesdays september 30 october 6 13 20 27 and november
3 1824

toino110 the public V
HEREASnereas reports have been in-
dustriouslyWHEREASW put in circulation

that my son allvinjllvin41vindirin had been removed from
the place of his interment and dissected
which reports every person possessed otof
human sensibility must know are pecu-
liarly calculated to harrow up the mind
of a parent and deeply wound the feel-
ings of relations therefore forfur the pur-
pose of ascertaining the truth of such re-
ports 1I with some of my neipeinelneighborshborsebors this
morning repaired to the graverave and re-
moving the earth found the body which
had not been disturbed

this method is taken for the purpose
off satisfying the minds of those who may
have heard the report and of infintinformingormin
those who have put it in circulation that
it is earnestly requested they would de-
sist thereltherefromroirotn and that it is believed
by some that they have been stimulated
more by a desire to injureinjireinkire thhtah reputation
of certain peipelpersonssons than a philanthropy
for the peaceandpeace and welfare otof myselfmyaeifandarldarid
friends JOSEPH SMITH

raliPalipalmyrapyrapyrnnyra sept 25th25 1824 53

A microfilm photograph by courtesy of the church hist
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it is obvious that neither 1824 nor 1825 could be the correct
date for alvin s death since a request not to circulate grave
molesting rumors was printed as early as september 30 1824

some historians have used the death date of alvin as a
means of determining the house in which the smiths were
living when moroni made his first appearance to joseph
while living in palmyra the smiths pooled their funds and
eventually negotiated for the purchase of 100 acres of land
about two miles south of palmyra in the township of man-
chester and the county of ontario they soon constructed a
comfortable log house there on the west side of the road
possibly 100 possibly less than 100 yards south of the palmyra
township and wayne county line after a time they began
to plan another home one that would be more comfortable
for older people this house was begun under the manage-
ment and control of alvin mother smith states

and when november 1822 arrived the frame was
raised and all the materials necessary for its speedy com-
pletion were procured

the utah edition of mother smith s biography gives this
date as 1824 obviously the utah date is incorrect since alvin
died in 1823 when this house was still only partially com-
pleted in fact from the description given this seems to have
been about the stage of construction the house was in when
alvin died thus it appears a possibility that mother smith
should have given the date as 1823 instead of 1822 but never
as late as 1824

since it has been definitely established that it was not
later than 1823 when alvin died and that the new house was
not yet finished for mother smith stated that shortly after
alvin s death they took steps to get the house finished as
speedily as possible and hired workmen to complete the job
there is only one possibility that it was in the new house that
moroni appeared to joseph the night of september 21 1823
this would be that perhaps because of the large number
of children in the family the smiths were using the unfin-
ished house as sleeping rooms for some of the boys this
writer is of the opinion however that the appearances of
moroni were in the snug log house referred to above which
the smiths built shortly after purchasing the farm
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one other interesting conclusion might also be noted in
relation to alvin s death shortly before he died alvin in
speaking individually to each member of his family said to
joseph 1 I want you to be a good boy and do everything
that lies in your power to obtain the record be faithful in
receiving instruction and in keeping every commandment
that is given you 3 mother smith states that

alvin manifested if such could be the case greater zeal
and anxiety in regard to the record that had been shown to
joseph than any of the rest of the family in consequence of
which we could not bear to hear anything on the subject
whenever joseph spoke of the record it would immediately
bring alvin to our minds with all his zeal2ealbeal and with all his
kindness and when we looked to his place and realized that
he was gone from it to return no more inin this life we all
with one accord wept over our irretrievable loss and we could
not be comforted because he was not 4

with the date of alvin s death definitely established as
november 19 18231825 and with record of his great interest
shown in the record it is obvious that recent criticism
that the first vision and the first moroni visit could not have
preceded 1825 is unhistorical

acylucyucy smith history of joseph smith salt lake city 1958 p 87
chidikidihidlbid p 89



the original book of mormon
manuscript

DEAN C JESSEE

the one thing that confirmed the divine authenticity of the
book of mormon in the mind of emma smith was the method
of writing the manuscript when asked about her belief by her
son she answered

no man could have dictated the writing of the manu-
script unless he was inspired for when acting as his scribe
your father would dictate to me hour after hour and when
returning after meals or after interruptions he would at once
begin where he had left off without either seeing the manu-
script or having any portion of it read to him this was a
usual thing for him to do it would have been improbable
that a learned man could do this and for one so ignorant
and unlearned as he was it was simply impossible 1

joseph smith s own claim for the book was that he trans-
lated it through the medium of the urimarim and thummim
by the gift and power of god and that it was the most
correct of any book on earth and the keystone of our religion
and a man would get nearer to god by abiding by its precepts
than by any other book 122

while much that has been said regarding the origin of the
book of mormon is beyond the experience of the average
searcher only as he accepts or rejects the credibility of the
earliest witnesses the existence of the book itself provides a
common ground for careful investigation but beyond this some

dean jessee is a member of the staff at the LDS church historian s office
in salt lake city

joseph smith last testimony of sister emma the sainssaints herald vol
26 oct 1 1879 p 290

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
ed B H roberts salt lake city 1948 vol 4 ppap 461 537 cited here-
after as DHC
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surviving badly weathered fragments of the original manu-
script permit a consideration of the book of mormon from a
paleographic standpoint it is the purpose of this study to re-
viewview the history and consider the handwriting and composition
of the remaining segments of the original manuscript for what
they inaymay contribute to the credibility of early witnesses regard-
ing the book of mormon origin

THE WRITING OF THE manuscript
joseph smith records that during the night of september

21 1823 a heavenly messenger appeared to him and revealed
the location of a book written upon gold plates giv-
ingin an account of the former inhabitants of this continent
and that the fulnessfalness of the everlasting gospel was contained
in it also that there were two stones deposited with
the pplatespiateslates and that god had prepared them for the purpose
of translating the book 3 receiving the plates four years later
on september 22 1827 joseph was delayed in his efforts to
translate them by persecution which became so intense that
multitudes were on the alert continually to get the plates

from him 4 this condition became so intolerable that he was
forced to leave manchester new york and go to the home
of his wife s parents in harmony pennsylvania where he ar-
rived in december 1827 5 by june 14 1828 he had completed
at least 116 manuscript pages of the translation with the help
of martin harris a palmyra farmer of respectability who
assisted him as scribe about this time harris after much
solicitation was permitted to take the writings to palmyra and
show them to his family while there others saw them and

by stratagem got them away and they were never re-
covered 6 following this loss the plates and the interpreters
were taken by the angel and not returned until september 22
1828 7 little translation was done prior to april 5 1829 8 when

bifibidbid volvoi 1 p 12
ibidbibidibzd4ibid p 18
ibid p 19
ibid p 21
preston nibley ed history of joseph smith by his mother lucy mack

smith salt lake city bookcraft 1958 p 135
thathat some translation was done just prior to cowdery s coming is indindicatedcatedbated

from a march 1829 revelation when thou hast translated a few more
pages thou shalt stop for a season doctrine and covenants 530 see
also sec 1041
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oliver cowdery a new york school teacher arrived at har-
mony and was engaged as scribe 9

the translation progressed with little cessation until june
of 1829 when david whitmer a friend of cowdery s came to
harmony with an invitation for joseph and oliver to continue
their work at his father s home in fayette new york 10 whit-
mer offered them free board and room and the assistance of
himself and one of his brothers to aid inin writing having need
for help in an undertaking so arduous joseph and oliver
accompanied whitmer to fayette where the remainder of the
work was completed according to david whitmer the trans-
lation at his father s home in fayette occupied about one
month from june 1 to july 1 1829 12

THE manuscript AFTER publication
upon completion of the translation precautions were taken

for protection of the manuscript during the printing of the
book

first that oliver cowdery should transcribe the whole manu
sciptsaipt second that he should take but one copy at a time to
the office so that if one copy should get destroyed there
would still be a copy remaining third that inin going to and
from the office he should always have a guard to attend him
for the purpose of protecting the manuscript fourth that a
guard should be kept constantly on the watch both night
and day about the house to protect the manuscript from
malicious persons who would infest the house for the purpose
of destroying the manuscript 13

john H gilbert who set the type for the first edition of
the book of mormon inin the EB grandin printing office in
palmyra new york remembered that the printing com-
menced inin august 1829 and was finished in march 1830 14

taking into consideration the time spent dodging persecu-
tion and losing part of the manuscript with its consequences
the actual writing time of the original manuscript covered
about three months

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio october 1834 ppap 141514 15
DHC vol 1I p 35
ibid p 49
kansas city journal june 5 1881
nibley history of joseph smith p 157
andrew jenson and edward stevenson infancy of the church salt lake

city 1889 p 37



that thou 4ii4mightestmi mightestlightestmightest be like unto this river continually tvu runn
the fountain of

ing into A all righteousness & he also spake unto lemuel saying 0 that thou

mightestmightlightestest be like unto this vally firm & steadfast & immoveable in keeping

the commandments of the lord now this he spake because of the stiffneck

ednesseldness of laman and lemuel for behold they did murmur in many thin

djsgsgjs against their father because that he was a visionary man & that he had lead

them out of the land of jerusalem to leave the land of their inheritance &

their gold & their silver & their precious things & to perish in the wilder

nelssdelssness & this they said that he had done because of the foolish immagionations of

his heart & thus laman & lemuel being the eldest did murmur against

their father & they did murmur because they knew not the dealings of that god

who had created them neither did they believe that jerusalem that great city

could be destroidoestroiddest roid according to the words of the prophets & they were like unto

thethle jews which were at jerusalem which sought to take away the life of

mylmyjbyjmy father & it came to pass that my father did speak unto them in the vally of

lemueiLellemuelmuelmuei with power being filled with the spirit untill their frames did
shake before him & he did confound them that they durst not utter against him where

fore they did do as he commanded them & my father dwelt in a tent & it came

torn that I1 nephi being exceeding young nevertheless being large in staitstat
of god

ulrealreure & also haveinghaleing great desires to know of the mysteries A wherefore I1 cried

unto the lord & behold he did visit me & did soften my heart that I1 did

believe all the words which had been spoken by my father wherefore I1

did not rebell against him like unto my brothers & I1 spake unto sam

makeingmareing known unto him the things which the lord had manifested

unto me by his holy spirit & it came to pass that he believed in my vvovo

radsrdsrjds but behold laman & lemuel would not hearken unto my words

ai&i& being grieved because of the heartnessheardnessheard ness of their hearts I1 cried unto the lord for th

nephi
elmem & it came to pass that the lord spake unto me saying blessed art thou A beca

uleulsealseuse of thy faith for thou hast sought me diligently with lowliness of heart ai&i&

in as much as ye shall keep my commandments ye shall prosper4flprosper 4& & sha

11 be lead to a land of promise yea even a land which I1 have prepared for
you a land which is choice above all other lands & in as much as thy bre

brackets on the left of the page identify letters that are not visible on
the accompanying photograph but which are legible on the original



book of mormon manuscript I11 nephi 2921292 9219 21 inin the handwriting of
oliver cowdery by courtesy of the church historian
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little reference is made to the manuscript between the time
of the book of mormon publication in 1830 and the deposit
of the document inin the nauvoo house cornerstone eleven years
later hyrum smith was reported as saying that the manuscript
11 once fell into the hands of an apostate 1 I hyrum think one
of the whitmerswhittersWhitmers and they had to resort to stratagem to get
possession of it again

on october 2 1841 eyewitnesseseye witnesses declare that joseph
smith placed the manuscript in the southeast cornerstone of the
nauvoo house which was then being constructed warren
foote stated 1 I was standing very near the cornerstone when
joseph smith came up with the manuscript of the book of
mormon and said he wanted to put that in there as he had
had trouble enough with it it was the sizesize of common foolscap
paper and about three inches thick 1 ebenezer robinson
onetimeone time editor of the times and seasons recalled

after the brethren had assembled at the southeast corner of
the foundation where the cornerstone was to be laid presi-
dent joseph smith said wait brethren I1 have a document I1
wish to put inin that stone and started for his house which
was only a few rods away across main street I1 went with
him to the house and also one or two other brethren he got
a manuscript copy of the book of mormon and brought it
into the room where we were standing and said 1

I will
examineexamine to see if it is all here and as he did so I1 stood
near him at his left side and saw distinctly the writing as he
turned up the pages until he hastily went through the book
and satisfied himself that it was all there it was written
on foolscap paper and formed a package as the sheets lay
flat of about two or two and a half inches thick I1 should
judge it was written mostly inin oliver cowdery s handwriting
with which I1 was intimately acquainted having set many pages
of type from his handwriting inin the church printing office
at kirtland ohio some parts of it were written inin other
handwriting he took the manuscript and deposited it in
the cornerstone of the nauvoo house at1t

the manuscript remained inin the cornerstone until 1882
when it was removed by lewis bidamon who had married

letter from john brown to john taylor dec 20 1879
warren foote dairy oct 2 1841 vol 1 p 57 this statement agrees

with that of john brown who also witnessed the proceedings he quoted joseph
smith as saying 1 I have had a great deal of trouble to preserve it I1 now deliver
it up to the lord and will not have the care of it any longer brown to taylor
letter cited above in note 15

ebenezer robinson the return vol 2 ppap 314315314 315
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emma smith following the death of the prophet and was liv-
ing inin the house at the time on september 27 1882 the
deseret news printed a report from the carthage illinois
republican as follows

last tuesday while major bidamon was tearing down the
walls of the eastern wing of the old nauvoo house he
came across the corner stone which was laid by the prophet

at the time the building was commenced which was inin
the year 1841 the stone was inin the foundation inin the south-
east corner and inin the center of it was a square cut chest
about 10 x 14 inches and eight inches deep covered with
a stone lid which fitted closely inin a groove or shoulder at
the top and cemented around the edge with lead that had
been melted and poured inin the seam on removing the lid
which was done with some difficulty the chest was found
to be filled with a number of written and printed docu-
ments the most of them mouldybouldy and more or less de-
cayed ls

after removing it from the cornerstone bidamon gave
portions of the manuscript to nauvoo visitors on five known
occasionsoccasions one of these occuroccurredonoccurredredonon september 7 18851883 when
mrs sarah M kimball a onetimeone time resident of nauvoo re-
turned to visit her former home

I1 asked the lady friend with whom I1 was riding to call with
me on mr bidamon a former acquaintance after learning
where I1 was from he recognized me and seemed pleased we
talked a little of times that were and of persons gone
I1 referred to his home which is a temporary four room build-
ing on the southwest corner of the foundation laid for the
nauvoo house I1 asked why the heavy and extensive founda-
tions around him were being torn up he replied that he had
bought the premises and the rock was torn up to sell as
he was poor and otherwise would not have been able to build
I1 said I1 am interested inin this foundation because I1 remember
there were treasures deposited under the chief cornerstonecorner stone
he said yes I1 took up the stone box and sold it it had
been so long exposed to the wet and weather that its contents
were nearly ruined I1 gave the coincolncoincoln to joe and told him he
could have the pile of paper he said it was the manuscript of
the book of mormon but it was so much injured that he did

relics of the old nauvoo house deseret news september 27 1882
this date for the removal of the manuscript from the cornerstone is verified inin
the conversation of joseph W summerhays with lewis Bidabidamonbidainoninon on oct 3
1884 inin which bidamon isis recorded as saying inin 1882 1I made some
alterations in the house and in taking down the east wing inin the south east
corner I1 came across a stone box summerhays diary october 3 1884
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not care for it while we were talking mr bidamon s wife
brought a large pasteboard box and placed it on my lap it
contained a stack of faded and fast decaying paper the bottom
layers for several inches were uniform in size they seemed
to me larger than common foolscap the paper was coarse
in texture and had the appearance of having lain a long
time inin water as the ink seemed almost entirely soaked into
the paper when I1 handled it it would fall to pieces I1 could
only read a few words here and there justust enough to learn
that it was the language of the book of mormon above
this were some sheets of finer texture folded and sewed to-
gether this was better preserved and more easily read I1 held
it up and said mr B how much for this relic he said
nothing from you you are welcome to anything you like
ffromrom the box I1 appreciated the kindness took the leaves
that were folded and sewed together 11

four months after her return from nauvoo mrs kimball
wrote joseph F smith 1 I procured a relic from the corner-
stone of the nauvoo house you can have it if you will take
the trouble to call I1 am somewhat infirm otherwise should
have reported to you earlier 20211

the kimball acquisition is identifiable from a description
given by george reynolds secretary of the first presidency
who examined it in 1884 after it had been given to joseph F
smith reynolds described it as consisting of twenty pages

ten sheets and containing the book of mormon text from
I11 nephi 22 to 1 nephi 1335 mrs kimball s observation
that some of the leaves appeared larger than common fools-
cap agrees with reynolds page measurement of 1612 inches
long by ag6g6y8 inches wide 1 which is longer than but not as
wide as foolscap

the largest known single acquisition of the manuscript oc-
curred on may 21 1885 when the assistant church historian
franklin D richards and his son charles C visited lewis
bidamon in nauvoo

we were quite willingly shown all that remained of
the book of mormon manuscript the paper isis yellow
with age and from the moisture sweated from its own hiding
place it is brittle to the touch many of the leaves crumble

letter of sarah M kimball to george reynolds july 1199.9 1884 quoted
in george reynolds history of the book of mormon the Contricontributorfurorhulor vol
5 july 1884 p 366

letter from sarah M kimball to joseph F smith october 10 1883
reynolds history of the book of mormon p 366
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like ashes and some of them are broken away it is necessary
to handle them with the utmost care the writing is faint
and is not legible on many continuous lines but fragmentary
clauses and even whole verses are occasionally discernible

when the proprietor saw the profound interest with
which we regarded these things he spoke to us about them
with great respect and generosity we talked with him upon
the subject of the writings at considerable length and through
his complaisance when we came away we brought with us all
of the manuscripts and have them now inin our possession 22

the pages of the manuscript obtained by richards on
this occasionoccasion comprised two segments of the book of mormon
text reportedly covering I11 nephi 155 to 2 nephi 30 and
alma 219 to alma 6022 mr richards did not indicate the
number of pages he received from bidamon however a com-
parison of present holdings with his listed references suggests
that portions of the manuscripts he obtained have been either
lost in transmission and handling or an error was made in the
reporting 23

franklin richards retained this portion of the manuscript
until his death in 1899 when it passed to his son charles C
who on december 13 1946 presented it to president george
albert 224 measurable of richardssmith the leaves the acquisi-
tion appear to be foolscap 13 inches by 16 inches paper fol-
ded and sewed to make 8 inch by 13 inch pages

if lewis bidamon readily parted with segments of the
document on these two occasions such was not the case when
the utah businessman joseph W summerhays visited him on
october 3 188418842525

I1 was introduced to major LC bidamon I1 said to him
major they tell me over inin missouri that you have found the
manuscript of the book of mormon inin this house how isis it
he answered in 1882 1I made some alterations inin the house
and in taking down the east wing in the southeast corner I1
came across a stone box about 10 x 15 6 inches deep the

aletter2letterletter of franklin D richards to the editor of the deseret news visit
to pueblo independence carthage nauvoo richmond etc deseret news
july 1 1885 ppap 380381580381380580 581381

2seeaseesee listing on p 273
21 an address delivered by charles C richards at the sacrament meeting

held in the hawthorne ward of the sugar house stake in salt lake city utah
sunday evening april 20 1947 ppap 8128 12 also book of mormon manuscript
original presented to church deseret news church news december 14 1946

joseph william summerhays diary october 3 1884 change in this
quotation isis limited to punctuation and spelling
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box was sealed with a stone cap in it I1 found a bible book
of mormon doctrine & covenants hymn book times &
seasons a letter addressed to the pres of the united states
written by lyman wight setting forth the wrongs of our
people some manuscript and less than one thousand dollars in
cash a joke all in a bad state of preservation then turn-
ing to his wife he said to her bring the papers which she
did I1 examined them especially the manuscript I1 cannot tell
what it isis for it is very rotten and the ink isis faded but from
the more visible I1 make the following extracts and again I1
say unto to you that it isis my will that my servant lyman
wight should continue inin preaching inin zion in the spirit of
meekness confessing me before the world and I1 will bear him

and he shall and honor 212 I1up as on eagles wings beget glory
think this is from the doc & cov I1 quote further and they
said unto me what meanethjeaneth the river of water which our
father saw and I1 said unto them that the water which my
father saw was filthyness and so much was his mind swal-
lowed up inin other things that he beheld not the filthyness
of the water I1 said unto them that it was an awful gulph
which seperatedseparatedseperated the wicked from the tree of life and also
from the saints of god and I1 said unto them that it was a
representation of that awful hell which the angel said unto
me was prepared for the wicked 2277 1I think this is from
the book of mormon some of the manuscript was I1 think
extracts from the book of mormon and some from the doc
& cov some of it was inin printers takes and had been cor-
rected the pencil marks being plain and the ink faded I1
ask ed the major for some of the manuscript he refused
but when he left the room his wife gave me one leaf and a
few leaves of the bible 2as2s8

mr summerhays did not specify which page of the manu-
script he received on this occasion 29 however of the items
he saw and described three of them section 124 of the doc-
trine and covenants the lyman wight petition and the page
containing I11 nephi 1526291526 29 are found among the book of

summerhays was copying from the manuscript of the revelation of january
19 1841 dacd&c 12418 which inaugurated the building of the nauvoo house
the revelation had been placed in the cornerstone with the book of mormon
manuscript

21thisthis quotation is from I11 nephi 1526291526 29
reference to printers takes and penciled corrections in regard to the

original manuscript of the book of mormon would indicate that portions of
it may have been used by the printer of the 1830 or the 1837 editions of the
book the preface of the 1837 edition of the book of mormon states that it had
been carefully examinedreexaminedre and compared with the original manuscripts by
elder joseph smith jr assisted by 0 cowdery

alma B summerhays of salt lake city who kindly provided the above
quotation from his father s diary was unaware of the content or location of the
page obtained by his father when contacted in january 1970
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mormon manuscript material in the historian s office at
least two of these the doctrine and covenants revelation and
the page from the book of mormon were obtained by frank-
lin richards in his 1885 visit 030O

A fourth recipient of a portion of the manuscript was ed-
ward stevenson who had accompanied the book of mormon
witness martin harris from ohio to utah in 1870 in an
account of his visit to david whitmer s son in richmond
missouri inin september 1888 stevenson recorded seeing the
printer s copy of the manuscript then in the possession of the
whitmer family he added that the original had been placed
in the nauvoo house cornerstone that franklin D richards
had a portion of it at that time and 1 I have a piece of the
same and deposited a portion in the museum of salt lake
city 31 A year later addressing a congregation in provo

utah stevenson remarked that mr bidamon had given him a
small portion of the manuscript as a relic which I1 now have

32 the present location of this segment of the manu-
script isis unknown

another page of the book of mormon manuscript was
identified on august 8 19511931 when the deseret news printed
a photograph showing a part of 1 nephi 14 with the notation
that it represented nearly a full page of the manuscript which
is now inin the possession of A B kesler a salt lake city
resident

A few final pieces of the manuscript were obtained by
andrew jenson at nauvoo on october 6 1888 1 I1 called on
lewis C bidamon and while conversing with him on the early
history of nauvoo he brought to me some small pieces of
paper pouring them into my hat remarking mr jenson those
are the last fragments of the original manuscript of the book
of mormon if you want them you may have them 33 these
fragments equivalent to about one page are totally illegible

the kimball and richards acquisitions account for sixty
eight of the seventy two manuscript leaves of the book of

franklin D richards deseret news ppap 380381380 381
edward stevenson diary september 12 1888
utah enquirer provo utah august 30 1889
statement of andrew jenson march 18 1938 an additional portlportiportionon of

the origoriginalnal manuscript was obtained by the reorganized church at one time
but for want of more adequate preservation procedures disintegrated long ago
richard P howard restoration scriptures A study of their textual develop-
ment independence missouri herald publishing house 1969 p 27



laman and lemual repent and go with nephi

that i praid unto the lord saying 0 lord according to my faith

which is in me wilt thou deliver me from the hands of my bre

thren yea even give me strength that i may burst these bands

with which i am bound and it came to pass that when i
hands and

had said these words behold the bands were loosdloosa from of my A feet

and i stood before my brethren and i spake unto them again
ware

and it came to pass that they A angry with me-me again and

and baughtsaught to lay hands upponappon me but behold one of the

daughters of ishmael yea & also her mother and one of the sons

of ishmael did plead with my brethren insomuch that they

did soften their hearts and they did cease striving to take

away my life and it came to pass that they ware sorrafulsorraful becbee

aus of their wickedness insomuch that they did bow down

before me & did plead with me that i would forgive

them of the thing that they had done against and

it came to pass that i did frankly forgive them all

that they had done and i did exortefort them that they would

pray unto the lord their god for forgivnessforgiveness and it came

to pass that they did so and after that they had done pray

ing unto the lor thdhe we did again travel on our joujourneymey

toward the tent of our father and it came to pass that we did

came down unto the tent of our father and after that i

and my brethren and all the house of ishmael had come

dow unto the tent of my father they did give thanks

unto the lord their god and they did offer sacrifice and of

fer burnt ofrings unto him and it came to pass that we hadhadjhadl

gerherdgetherd to geather all manner of seeds of every king both

of grain of every kind and also of the seeds of fruits of

every king and it came to pass that while my father

tarried in the wilderness he spake unto us saying

behold i have dreamddreama a dream or in other words i

have seen a vission and behold becausbecaas of the thing
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identifieddentifieddentified scribe by courtesy of the church historian
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mormon now filed in the church historian s office present
evidence does not indicate the source of the remaining four

THE preservation OF THE manuscript
those who described the manuscript after its removal from

the nauvoo house cornerstone were unanimous inin observing
that it had been severely damaged by the elements so delicate
were the pages that any subsequent handling resulted in fur-
ther deterioration consequently action was taken to perman-
ently preserve it from further decay since portions of the
manuscript were almost unreadable an ultravioletultra violet photograph
was taken of each page to increase the legibility this work
was done sometime between 1949 and 1954 by the genealogi-
cal society microfilm photographer ernst koehler who was
filming records for the church historian s office at the time
these photographs offer the best means for reading the text
of the manuscript

A second step in the preservation process occurred in 1968-
1969 when earl olson assistant church historian took the
loose sheets of the manuscript to the W J barrow restoration
shop in richmond virginia for deacidification and lamina-
tion 34 ten sheets comprising the kimball acquisition were
laminated september 252625 26 1968 and the remainder of the
manuscript was completed june 192519 25 1969 35

THE handwriting OF THE manuscript
at least five scribes aided joseph smith during the writing

of the original book of mormon manuscript martin harris
wrote for joseph during the initial stages of the translation in
harmony pennsylvania prior to the loss of the 116 pages of
the manuscript inin 1828 there is no definite evidence that he
continued to write after that emma smith in answer to a
question in 1879 regarding those who were scribes for joseph
during the translation of the book of mormon named in addi-

so brittle was the paper that a preliminary step to lamination required the
removal of the binding thread and the cutting of each sheet along the fold

specifically the barrow method of restoration and preservation of the book
of mormon manuscript consisted of the removal of harmful acidic impurities
from the paper by soaking it in a solution of calcicalciumum hydroxide followed by
calcium bicarbonate after washing and drying the document was sandwiched
between layers of cellulose acetate film and then placed between layers of
transparent tissue paper to provide maximum strength
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ORIGINAL BOOK OF MORMON MANUSCRImanuscriptPT HOLDINGS
IN THE CHURCH historians OFFICE

text scribescribee 1 text scribe text scribe
kimball acquisition 1884 alma 242324252552425242325524 23 25525 5 OC alma 46404710464046 40 471047 10 OC
1 ne 22252222232 2 23 OC alma 2561625625 6 16 oc alma 471022471047 10 22 OC
1 ne 225318225518222331822322523 331851818 OCJW alma 252516261125161626261111 OC alma 4723364723564725564723472547 23 36 OC
I11 ne 318423185183 184422 JW alma 261124261126 n 24 oc alma 47364811473647 36485648481111 OC
1 ne 4220424 2 20 JWOCJWVOC alma 262426245526243526 24 353 OC alma 481123481125481148 11 23 OC
I11 ne 42042057420374 20 37 U almaaima 263526552635271226 35 271227 12 OC alma 482348254994825482349948 23 49949 9 OC

I11 ne 4384584385144 38 5145 14 U alma 271224271227 12 24 OC alma 4992049949 9 20 OC
1 ne 51451475514735 14 737 3 U alma 2724286272427 24 28628 6 oc alma 492030492050492049 20 30 OC
I11 ne 7317737 3 17 LU alma 28629528628 6 29529 5 OC alma 5011250150 1 12 OC

alma 30 OC alma 501226501250 12 26 OCI11 ne 717811717717881111 U 29530229529 5 3022
1 ne 811278118 11 27 U alma 3025021750230302172 17 OC alma 50263750265750502626 37 OC

alma 28 oc alma 503850585185058503851850 38 51851 8 OCI11 ne 827948278 27 949 4 U 3017501730172830 17

1 ne 941011949 4 1011lollloli10 11 U alma 302842302830 284242 OC alma 5181951851 8 19 OC
alma 304253 OC alma 511931511951 19 31 OCUneI11 1011lollioli101111110 11 illlii11111 1

1 ne 111iiiili1111811 1 18 U alma 305350535055305331530 53 31531 5 OC alma 51315151528513152851 31 52852 8 OC

I11 ne 111832111811 183232 U alma 3151931551531 51919 OC alma 5522817288 17 OC
1 ne 11321152128113212811 32 12812 8 U alma 311935311931 19 35 OC alma 521728521752 17 28 OC
I11 ne 128128251282312 8 23 JW alma 31355135329515532951355155313532931 35 32932 9 oc alma 52285228552522853252 28 53255253 2 OC
1 ne 131151181311813151 1 18 JW alma 323210243210102424 OC alma 535 52103232102 10 OC

alma 32245632243224362 24 36 oc alma 5310225510225310551053 10 22 OCI11 ne 131829131813 18 29 JW
I11 ne 132935132913 29 35 JW alma 32375257335525735532575257323733532 37 33535533 5 OC alma 532255225322541153 22 541154 11 OC

alma 33553522555223352253533555 5 22 OC alma 541124541154 11 24 OC
richardsRich aids acquisition 1885 alma 33223412552234125522041233223522552233 22 3412041234 12 OC alma 542455542454 24 55 15 OC
I11 ne 1551515515 5 15 JW alma 3412315412315412513412541234 12 31 OC alma 551528551555 15 28 OC
1 ne 151525 JW alma 34315431545134314134 31 41 OC alma 555528552828 556688 OC
I11 ne 152536152515 25 36 JW alma 351551143511435 1 14 OC alma 5682256856 8 22 OC
I11 ne 1515361615361556361616 14 JWOCJWVOC alma 3535143610351414 361036 10 OC alma 56225622575656223722 377 OC
I11 ne 161431161416 14 31 OC alma 3611561136112636 11 26 OC alma 5638515658515638565856 38 51 OC
I11 ne 1631175163116 31 17517 OC alma 3626562637856265785626362637836 26 37857837 8 OC alma 5651576565156 51 57657 6 OC
I11 ne 1752017517 5 20 OC alma 37857819378195781 8 19 OC alma 5761757657 6176 17 OC
I11 ne 172034172017 20 34 OC alma 371957193719307 19 300 OC alma 571757175057173057 17 300 OC
I11 ne 1734481754481734175417 34 48 OC alma 37305730455750455730575037304337 30 434 OC alma 573057505865750573058657 30 58658 6 OC
I11 ne 1748186174817 48 18618 6 OC alma 37435743388574538857435745374338837 43 38838 8 OC alma 5861758658 6 17 OC
I11 ne 18 6- 18618 OC almaaimaa 5893975895973893973895898 9 39759739 7 OC alma 581858185158183158 18 311 OC
I11 ne 1818193181818 18 19319519 3 OC alma 59840359840539840339859839 8 405404033 OC alma 5833583559358355955835583359358 33 59359559 3 OC
I11 ne 1931219319519 3 12 OC alma 4031540340540 3 15 0OCC alma 59460259459 4 60260 2 OC
I11 ne 1912201191219 12 20120 1 OC alma 4400 15 4411 2 OC unknown acquisition
1 ne 2012020120 1 20 OC alma 412144124 2 14 OC alma 6236625662364962 36 49 OC
I11 ne 20202114202020 2021211414 OC alma 41144213411441 1442421342151 OC alma 625063625062 50 63 11 OC
i1 ne 2114224211421 14 22422 4 OC almaaimama 4213294213421542 3 29 OC alma 631163 11 helhei 151 5 OC
I11 ne 2241422422 4 14 OC alma 4229431142294511422942 294329454311451111 OC hel 1617161 6 17 OC
I11 ne 2214264221422 14 26426 OC almaaima 4311451143112243 n 22 OC hel 1 182818 28 OC
I11 ne 222622 26 alma 4322452236452256452243223643 22 366 OC hel 128281281 28 282 8 OC2neane2 ne 171 7 OC alma 4336474356474336435643 6 47 OC hel 28582828382 S 383 S OC
2 ne 1818181 8 18 OC alma 4347445434743 47444455 OC hel 58223838228 22 OC
2 ne 118301181 18 30 OC almaalmiaimiaima 4451444544 5 14 OC additional fragmenfragmentsdragments
alma 222227222222 22 27 OC alma 4414452441444 14 45245 2 OC alma 112021112011 20 21 OCalma 2230225034225054225022303422 30 344 OC alma 4521745245 2 17 OC alma 113711 37 OC
alma 2312516231625123 1 6 OC alma 4517466451745 17464666 OC alma 11444511 44 45 OC
alma 2372452572452372432372572 7 24324524 3 OC alma 4661846646 6 18 OC alma 195719519 5 7 OC
alma 245240142451424 5 14 OC alma 461828461846 18 28 OC alma 191819 18 OC
alma 241424142524142324 14 232 OC alma 462840462846 28 40 OC almaaima 192119 21 OC

3 ne 26526 5 OC
pairings indicate the two sides of ia ssinglengleagle sheet of the Ms
OC oliver cowdery JW posspossiblyablyibly john whitmer bU unidentified scribe eereven
sheet of the kimball acquisitioacquisitionn and the first eleeneleven sheets of the richards acquisition
were entirely preserbreserpresentedpresenedpresebedenedved of thosethose remaremaining1

i
ninaning approxapproximatelapproximated1

i matelymateis 4
1 to 3

1 of each sheet is mmissingissing
although photographed byb ernst koehler inin 1949541949 54 these two sheets were missing when
the manuscript was laminated inin 1969



against them to battle & I1 nephi beheld that

the gentiles which had gone out of captivity
by

were delivered A the power of god out of the

hands of all other nations & it came to pass

that I1 nephi beheld that they did prosper in the

land & I1 beheld abookaboodA book & it was carried forth

among them & the angel saith unto me know

est thou the meaning of the book & I1 saith I1

know not & he saith behold it proceedethproceedeth out

of the mouth of a jew & I1 nephi beheld it & he

saith unto me the book which thou beholdestBeh oldest

is a record of the jews which contain the covananconanan

ts of the lord which he hath maid unto the house
of israel & it also containethcontaineth many of the prophecies

of the holy prophets & it is a record like unto the

engraveingsengraveings which are upon the plaits of brass

save there are not so many nevertheless they
the

contain the covanantscovenantscovanants of A lord which he hath

maid unto the hause of israel wherefore they

are of great worth unto the gentiles & the ange

I11 of the lord said unto me thou hast beheld

that the book proceeded forth from the mou

th of a jew & when it proceeded forth from the

mouth of a jew it contained the fulnessfalness of the
the

gospel of the lord of whom A twelve apostles
bore record & they bore record according to the

truth which is inin the lamb of god wherefore

these things go forth from the jew in puri

ty unto the gentiles according to the truth

which isis inin god & after that they go forth by

the hand of the twelve apostles of the lamb

from the jews unto the gentiles behold after

this thou seest the formation of that great

& abominable church which is the most
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tion to herself oliver cowdery martin harris and her brother
reuben hale 3 the bulk of the manuscript was written by
oliver cowdery after his arrival inin harmony in april 1829
reuben miller quoted cowdery on the subject at the time of
the latter s return to the church inin october 1848 1 I1 wrote
with my own pen the entire book of mormon save a few
pages as it fell from the lips of the prophet 377 following
the move to fayette new york inin june 1829 joseph smith
recorded that john whitmer assisted us very much inin writing
during the remainder of the work and previous to that david
whitmer had offered his servicesservices when convenient 38 reu-
ben hale most likely wrote prior to the move to fayette while
joseph was residing at the hale residence in pennsylvania

of the 144 pages of the book of mormon manuscript in
the church historian s office 124 pages are in the hand-
writing of oliver cowdery eleven were probably written by
john whitmer and twelve others are the work of an un-
identified scribe

factors that aid inin identifying handwriting presuppose that
each person has distinctive writing characteristics from which
available samples may vary and although no two writing
samples of an individual are exactly alike variation is confined
more to superficial details than fundamental writing habits
the identification of basic writing characteristics provides the
means for detailed comparisioncomparitioncomparision and study many examples of
oliver cowdery s handwriting appear inin the manuscript sources
of early church history due no doubt to his close association
with joseph smith his professional background as a school
teacher his appointment as the first church historian and his
ability as a penman the isolation of basic features of cow-
dery s writing permits an accurate identification of his work inin
the book of mormon manuscript 3

joseph smith last testimony of sister emma p 289-
26 oct 1 18791879p289p289

reuben miller diary october 21 1848 compare messenger and
advocate october 1834 ppap 141514 15

DHC vol 1 p 49
holograph samples of oliver cowdery s writing inin the historian s office

are found in volume 1 of the patriarchal blessings book alA l1 of joseph
smith s history of the church and the oa01o1oliveriverlver cowdery papers other
samples are located inin the cowdery docket book and letters at the huntington
library inn Calicailcaliforncaliforniacalifernforn ia the priprinterritertiter s copy of the book of mormon manuscript inin
the possession of the reorganized church at independence missouriM ssouritsouri and the
newel K whitney acquisition recently obtained by brigham young uni-
versityversity
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one characteristic of the cowdery writing in the manu-
script that almost never appears in his other writings is the
complete lack of punctuation and paragraphing a peculiarity
that applies to the other two scribes as well the lack of such
detail however by one whose usual mode of writing did not
preclude this adds credence to the claim of a dictated text for
the book of mormon available samples of cowdery s writing
show consistent punctuation with the single exception of
revelations that were apparently dictated to him 40

the handwriting on eleven pages of the book of mormon
manuscript contains similarities to known samples of john
whitmer s writing however identification is not positive since
existing variations between known samples of whitmer s writ-
ing and the manuscript writing may not be within the limit of
acceptable differences only further comparison of earlier sam-
ples will clarify this point

the writer of a third portion of the manuscript is unknown
available handwriting samples of known associates of joseph
smith during the book of mormon translation provide no clue
to the scribe of twelve pages of the manuscript basic writ-
ing characteristics of this person bear no resemblance to known
samples of the writing of emma smith martin harris hyrum
smith samuel harrison smith christian whitmerwbitmer jacob
whitmer and david whitmer neither do they compare with
joseph smith s own hand

of the three amanuenses whose writing appears on the
manuscript that of the unidentified scribe contains the most
error since this portion of the manuscript is more legible than
the rest published excerpts have been taken almost exclusively
froinfrom these pages 4 consequently the analyst who seeks to
calculate scribal error for the whole book on the basis of these
examples may receivereceive a faulty impression

the appearance of oliver cowdery s handwriting on what
appears to be the third page of the book of mormon manu-
script the first page of the surviving fragments raisesraises a
question of the beginning point of his work as scribe if as
evidence indicates 12 some translation of the book of mormon
had been done prior to cowdery s arrival inin pennsylvania in

kidibidbid
consult the improvement era june 1941 p 342 november 1960 p

803 march 1911 p 384 and deseret evening news dec 23 1899
dac2d&cd&c 530 1041 nibley history of joseph smith ppap 135 141
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april 1829 such writing would naturally precede cowdery s

if oliver commenced writing at the beginning of I11 nephi any
writing that preceded his could not have exceeded two pages
it may be however that his work on the manuscript com-
menced at a later point in the text joseph smith after being
directed not to retranslate the lost 116 pages of the manu-
script was advised to insert in their place the engravings
which are on the plates of nephi 14341 this would correspond
to the first 133153155135 pages of the printed book comprising I11 nephi
to the words of mormon the location of the cowdery writ-
ing at the beginning of the text of 1 nephi followed by the
apparent hand of john whitmer may indicate that oliver
beganb writing at a point in the manuscript beyond the loss of
the 116 pages and that the plates of nephi were written
after the completion of the rest of the book

in conclusion the history of the original book of mormon
manuscript shows that many individuals have contributed to
the preservation of part of a unique religious document and
while the further identification of handwriting may yet estab-
lish particular facts an analysis of remaining fragments of
the manuscript lends support to early statements regarding the
origin of the book 1 1 that several scribes were employed
during the writing process 2 that the book originated from
a dictated text and 3 that oliver cowdery wrote the major
part of the manuscript

dacd&c11d&c 103010301050 41
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on A study
of the social and geographical origins
of early mormon converts 183018451830 1845

LAURENCE M YORGASON

mormon historical scholarship has not yet provided answers
to some questions regarding mormonism s origins it is not yet
fully known for example who in terms of social and econom-
ic backgrounds joined the mormon church in the early years
of its existence although a partially valid response would cite
the names and backgrounds of a few prominent people among
whom the leaders would be found it seems clear that little
data is at hand informing us of the cross section of church
members from which came the rank and file strength of the
mormon church such information would give us clues regard-
ing the real appeal of the mormon message to prospective con-
verts 1 such information would also give us a more accurate
picture of the environmental pressures and influences on joseph
smith and other church leaders responsible for formulating in-
terpreting and implementing church doctrines and practices
further the organizational trends and doctrinal developments
of the church might be seen in sharper focus in the light of in-
creased understanding of its environment 2

mr yorgason is an instructor at the LDS institute of religion affiliated
with the university of arizona in tucson

see mario S de pillis the quest for religious authority and the rise
of mormonism dialogue A journal of mormon thought vol 1 spring
1966 ppap 688868 88 for an example of an attempt to arrive at answers to this ques-
tion essentially without the assistance of such information

2deadede pillis has also attempted to find answers to these problems in his
article the social sources of mormonism church history vol 5737 may
1968 ppap 507950 79 but again without the aid of sufficient information to justify
his conclusions
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the most thorough efforts to date to overcome this infor-
mation gap have come from george S ellsworth in his doc-
trinal dissertation A history of mormon missions in the
united states and canada 183018601830 1860 in which two chapters
chapters 13 and 14 are devoted to discussions concerning

the social backgrounds of early mormonscormonsMormons together with a
more detailed study of the specific backgrounds of twenty six
leaders of the church he points out that although this study
is no thorough cross sectional analysis the conclusions are not
untypical and the generalizations might be made to
apply without serious error to the general body of the
mormon people 3 in his summary statements regarding this
subject ellsworth concludes that the mormonscormons came from
mostly rural areas and were typical representatives of those
areas whether they were free thinkers religious non affiliates
earnest seekers after an ideal faith or regular church mem-
bers 4 he is careful to point out that mormonism is not to
be associated with frontier revivalism 5

ellsworth s conclusions concur generally with assertions
made on this latter point by whitney R cross in his chapter
on the mormonscormons in his book the burned over district the
social and intellectual history of enthusiastic religion inin
western heipneipneznei york 180018501800 1850 p 150 especially such con-
clusionsclusions were generally considered to have considerably miti-
gated the theory that prospective mormon converts were emo
tion starved frontiersmen and that the mormon phenomenon
was actually one of the many and varied responses to the re-
ligious needs of the frontiersmen of the day

mario depillis assistant professor of history at the uni-
versity of massachusetts at amherst in the article previously
referred to footnote 2 has correctly pointed out that more
aspects of the problem of understanding mormon origins
need to be illuminated he asserts for example that tradition-
al thinking needs to be revised especially in consideration of
cross s theses and that certain frontier conditions could
exist almost anywhere that these conditions usually consisted

george S ellsworth A history of mormon missions in the united states
and canada 183018601830 1860 unpublished doctoral dissertation berkeley the
university of california 1951 p 540340

ibad4ibidibjd ppap 3414254142541341 42
ibid p 542342
for an example of this theory see ray allenalienailen billington westward expan-

sionsionslon new york the macmillan company 1960 ppap 534539554559534559034539054539534554034054 539559
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in social economic andor political upheavals resulting in
social dislocation in the minds of inhabitants of those regions
after an all too brief review and analysis of the backgrounds
of a few early converts and an analysis of data regarding areas
of successful mormon missionary efforts data supplied by
ellsworth depillis makes the following conclusions

it is simply the thesis of this article that the origin 1827-
1844 of what can be called mormonism was related to
the disorientation of values associated with migration to and
within the backwoods areas of the united states typically
these areas were newly settled rural locales and might be
loosely called frontier areas whether or not they con-
tained more than six persons per square mile 7

in a study by the present writer initiated to test some of the
above assertions along with other objectives the need has be-
come apparent that further and more specific information on
the social and geographical backgrounds of early mormon
converts would prove invaluable in the efforts of historians
to understand mormon origins with this in mind the writer
has made an attempt to provide such information in a thesis
entitled the social and geographical origins of early mor-
mon converts 183018451830 1845 items of information regarding the
backgrounds of some 280 converts from that period have been
gathered and described these items include the religious in-
clinationsclinations of each convert before conversion to mormonism
his baptism place and date the location of his birthplace the
places his parents moved and where he was raised the religious
inclinationsinclinations

I1

of his parents and their economic andor social
status the sizessizes and ages of the abovementionedabove mentioned localities are
also included A chapter is included giving information and
analysis on all the significant leaders of the period contrasting
such information with the backgrounds of all other members
considered in addition a comprehensive map is used to
demonstrate the localities from which all the converts came
finally tables were included to facilitate comparison of data
in concluding analyses

on the basis of the foregoing data some detailed conclu-
sions have been made it seems clear for example that the
larger part about 75 percent of the converts were inhabi-
tants of rural areas rural being defined as 2500 or less in

de pillis church history p 79
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habitants I1 and that most were born in the east new england
new york with comparatively few either born or converted in
the south in these areas most received a common school
education three years or less few received an extended
education and fewer still were illiterate

most of the converts the average age of the converts was
about thirty had belonged to other churches although a
significant number had chosen to belong to no church about
31 percent the previous religious affiliations of these con-
verts reveal that about half the converts belonged to churches
which used the revival as part of their worship and proselyting
procedures the following were typical of this baptist metho-
dist presbyterian and disciples of christ campbellitesCampbel lites
and of those who did belong to the more revivalisticallymorerevivalisticallyrevivalistic allyaily orien-
ted churches some were members in name only because of their
distaste for revivals most of the converts belonged to the re-
ligions of their parents but there was an increase of the re-
jection of extant churches from parents of converts to con-
verts 17 percent to 31 percent

mormonism did not attract the highly urbanized those
sophisticated in business politics or religion the wealthy did
not flock to its message neither did the very poor nor the
transients of society in short the mormon converts from the
period under consideration seldom came from society s highest
or lowest levels neither economically socially religiously nor
geographically they were since becoming mormonscormonsMormons often
called extremists but the items in their background considered
here seem to suggest that mormonism had its roots in the
average and unobtrusive segments of society



joseph smiths
new york reputation reappraised

RICHARD LLOYD ANDERSON

the biographer of joseph smith s early life will know his
subject when he relies on sources that know their subject this
truism is more obvious in stastatementternent than application for non
mormon biography has not faced the severe limitations of the
uniformly hostile affidavits taken by a sworn enemy of the
mormon prophet the image thus obtained is sharply discor-
dant from the joseph smith documented in the 1830s a leader
of physical prowess and vigorous manhood a profound idealist
with spontaneous humor and warmth who displayed personal
courage under tremendous odds A similar youth in the 1820s
is discovered not by editing out non mormon sources but find-
ing those non mormon sources that reflect definite contact with
joseph smith such a study shows that collecting informed
statements about the prophet will produce a substantial favor-
able judgment 1

most books on joseph smith claim reliance on evidence
but the glaring contradictions show that many apparent his-
torical sources are highly unreliable obviously joseph smith
was a topic of warm controversy in his own community con-
sequently one must not take at full value the statement of a
contemporary without raising the following issues

professor of history and religion at brigham young university dr anderson
holds degrees in the fields of law greek and ancient history and has con-
centratedcentrated his research on new testament and the witnesses of the book of
mormon

this subject could not have been researched without the generous coopera-
tion of the LDS church historian and assistants the aid of the BYU research
division and itslists director lane compton and of the institute of mormon
studies and its director truman madsen in writing I1 am indebted to the
critique of an admired friend professor leonard J arrington of utah state
university
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1 verification of person besides meeting the possi-
bility of fictitious invention vital statistics show wheth-
er a person was old enough to be a capable observer and
may furnish clues on whether the observations are based
on close or distant contact

2 accuracy of reporting here the question is wheth-
er the person purportedly making the statement really
did so second and third hand statements are obviously
suspect but the interviewer recording an apparent first-
hand statement may superimpose his preconceptions on
the statement of another
3 opportunity for observation the basic qualifica-
tion for any historical source is firsthand contact with
the person or event described yet the anti joseph smith
statements of contemporaries show a distinct tendency to
report community rumor not personal experience

4 bias of the source historians today recognize that
no observer is free from bias but intense prejudice tends
to exaggeration one must therefore be rigorous in ex-
amining the factual basis of the conclusions of joseph
smith s contemporaries

although initial collection of statements against joseph
smith isis an oft told story its outline is a necessary background
for the affidavits to be analyzed D P hurlbut excommun-
icated twice by LDS tribunals for immorality became so per-
sonally vindictive that he was put under a court order restrain-
ing him from doing harm to the person or property of joseph
smith 2 he was next employed by an anti mormon public
committee to gather evidence to completely divest joseph
smith of all claims to the character of an honest man 3 to
achieve this goal he travelled to new york and procured state-
ments at palmyra village the largest business center adjacent
to the smith farm and also at manchester the rural district
that included stafford street cornelius stafford then twenawen

2foriforfor a fuller discussion of hurlbut s personal vindictiveness see richard
lloyd anderson the reliability of the early history of lucy and joseph
smith dialogue A journal of mormon thought vol 4 summer 1969 p 15

to the public official committee statement published in the gainesvillepainesvillePainesville
telegraph january 31 1834 early nnineteenth century spelling of names is not
always consistent and hurlburt appears in LDS records the quoted statement
and autographs favor the hurlbut of this article
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ty later remembered that hurlbut arrived at our school house
and took statements about the bad character of the mormon
smith family and saw them swear to them 4

the painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio editor E D howe replaced hurl-
but as a respectable author and published the affidavits in
mormonism unvaried 1834 laying the cornerstone of anti
mormon historiography howe lived to see the solidity of the
edifice observing forty four years afterward in his memoirs
that the book has been the basis of all the histories which
have appeared from time to time since that period touching
that people more accurately howe s writing was insignif-
icant but the palmyra manchester affidavits published by him
have introduced joseph smith in every major non mormon
study from 1834 to the present yet even supposedly definitive
studies display no investigation of the individuals behind the
hurlbut statements nor much insight into their community

some simple arithmetic ought to shake the canonical status
of the hurlbut howe affidavits the smith family lived on
the line between wayne and ontario counties well settled with
substantial populations all who claimed to know joseph smith
in this area had contact in the townships of either palmyra
or manchester and the 1830 census contains about 2000 males
old enough to know the smiths in these two localities from
that possible number hurlbut procured the signatures of sev
enty two individuals who claimed firsthand experience with
joseph smith at best hurlbut selected one half of one per-
cent of the males who potentially knew anything about the
smiths although howe presented these as representative
they are matched by approximately the same number in those
communities known to have a favorable opinion of the smiths
in the late 1820 s dr gain robinson uncle of the smith
family physician gathered sixty signatures on a certificate
attesting the smiths reliability inin an attempt to prevent loss
of their farm inin 1825182 5 yet the crucial issue is not signatures

statement of C R stafford march 1885 auburn ohio cit naked truths
about mormonism vol 1 no I11 january 1888 p 3 hurlbut s published
affidavits will be analyzed in the article they include two general statements
with multiple signatures and also the following individual statements joseph
capron parley chase willard chase abigail harris henry harris lucy
harris peter ingersoll roswell Nnicholscholschois barton stafford david stafford
joshua stafford Wwilliamiliamlilam stafford and G W stoddard

eberber D howe autobiography and recollections of a pioneer printer
painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio 1878 p 45

fortormorhor full discussion see anderson dialogue ppap 16 19
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but individual testimony with supporting details in this cate-
gory there are only ten individual statements on joseph smith
to be considered 7 but three times this number of individual
recollections have been preserved from non mormonscormons of palpatpai
myra manchester that do not appear in hurlbut howe

until hugh nibley s myth makers opened the subject de-
tailed study of deficiencies in the hurlbut howe evidence was
not easily found nibley drew the net broadly and exposed the
contradictory nature of anti mormon testimonials on joseph
smith the purpose here is more specific to analyze hurlbut s

statements for firsthand informinformationatlon then to suggest major
insights from other non mormon statements from palmyra
manchester although this will exclude a number of susque-
hanna valley and fayette recollections the more abundant
palmyra manchester evidence is based on longer contact with
joseph smith much of which extended to pre mormon days

HURLBUTS GENERAL affidavits
hurlbut heavily influenced the individual statements from

palmyra manchester as can be shown by his phrases regularly
appearing in affidavits of the Staffords chases etc his lan-
guage evidently appears in two community affidavits names
of fifty one residents of palmyra appear on one document and
names of eleven residents of manchester appear on another
one must make a necessary assumption here the signers of a
petition or declaration are normally not authors merely rati
fiers when hurlbut appeared in the manchester schoolhouse
he undoubtedly had penned the statement that eleven rather
nonliterary farmers signed one would envision the same pro-
cedure as inevitable for the fifty one signers from palmyra
someone authored the general statements and hurlbut is the
best candidate

not only does identifiable phrasing appear but similar
structuring of the affidavits in the following comparison sig-
nificantnificant word correlations are indicated but the more signifisignify

this statistic excludes three palmyra declarations lucy harris talks only
of her husband G S stoddard s single sentence on the smiths is merely a
gratuitous comment the smith family never made any pretensions to re-
spectabilityspectability and abigail harris reports a single conversation with lucy smith
that is strictly not relevant to the character of joseph smith for abigail s
evident tendency to maliciousness see hugh nibley the myth makers salt
lake cityotygity 1961 ppap 202220 22
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cant point isis the similarity of basic structure from two pur-
portedlyportedly different authors

GENERAL PALMYRA AFFIDAVIT PARLEY CHASE AFFIDAVIT 48

we the undersignedundersignerundersigned have I1 was acquainted with the
been acquainted with the family of joseph smith sen
smith family for a number both before and since they
of years while they resided became mormonscormonsMormons and feel
near this place and we have free to state that not one of
no hesitation inin saying that the male members of the
we consider them destitute smith family were entitled
of that moral character to any credit whatsoever
which ought to entitle them
to the confidence of any
community they were par-
ticularlyticul arly famous for vision-
ary projects spent much of
their time in digging for digging for money was their
money which they pretended principal employment
was hid in the earth and to
this day large excavations
may be seen in the earth
not far from their residence
where they used to spend
their time in digging for
hidden treasures joseph
smith senior and his son they were lazy intemperate
joseph were in particular and worthless men very
considered entirely destitute much addicted to lying in
of moral character and ad-
dicted

this they frequently boasted
to vicious habits of their skill

it was not supposed that in regard to their gold bible
any of them were possessed speculation they scarcely ever
of sufficient character or in-
fluence

told two stories alike theiletle
to make any one be-

lieve
mormon bible is said to be

their book or their a revelation from god
sentiments through joseph smith jr

his prophet and this same
joseph smith jr to my
knowledge bore the reputadeputa

these two documents and all hurlbut affidavits cited are in E D howe
mormonismMormonnormon hm jjnvaunrailedriff painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio 1834 ppap 261262261 262 and p 248
for purposes of comparison the sentence about money digging has been placed
before its preceding sentence and hurlbut s italics removed and mine added
deletions in the general palmyra affidavit are restricted to the non smith
paragraph since the affidavits appear in this work of howe appp 232262252262232252 262
arranged by the name of the deponents further reference will be made by
name and not footnoted pages
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tion among his neighbors
of being a liar

and we know not of a single the foregoing statement can
individual in this vicinity be corroborated by all his
that puts the least confibonfi former neighbors
dence in their pretended
revelations

the words italicized in the above comparisons are a key to
equivalent portions of the two affidavits both progress form-
ally through a recital of knowledge of the smiths their des
reputability in the community money digging and being ad-
dicted to evil practices closing with application of general
character to religious claims and the assertion that no one in
that area takes them seriously it is highly unlikely that parley
chase would write following the identical outline of hurlbut s

palmyra affidavit rather hurlbut composed both
moving to the general manchester affidavit one can see

from the similar ianalanalanguagelanaualelagaualeuaLe that hurlbut obviously prepared
it for signing the sole claim there against the smiths is found
in the first sentence on the following chart which contains
three negative patterns mirrored in other affidavits of supposed
independent authorship9authorship9

lazy indolent set of men but also intemperate and their word
was not to be depended upon

lazy intemperate very much addicted to lying
lazy set of fellows a drunkard and a liar

lying and indolent set of men and no confidence could be placed
in them

became indolent and told marvellousmarcellousmarvellous stories
notorious for indolence foolery and falsehood

once more the combination of similar vocabulary and sim-
ilar thought pattern is apparent the indoindolentlentinlent in intemperatetemperate
lying pattern of four affidavits with slight modification in
another two was not independently created by six spontaneous
declarations hurlbut either suggested this language penned it
for signing or interpolated it afterwards A greater point is
being made than common phrases however hurlbut s redun-
dancies reveal what he most wanted to prove and what the

statements respectively from the general manchester affaffidaitaffidavitdav t parley chase
david stafford the first phrase appears in the sentence following a drunk-
ard and a liar henry harris joshua stafford and joseph capron
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reader must be cautious of accepting this would not nec-
essarilyessarily be so if independent language gave support to in-
dependent statements but the opposite is true on his themes
of laziness drunkenness and untruthfulness the first of this
triad is hurlbut s variation on his favorite theme the smith s

constant money digging10digging10

the general employment of the smith family was money dig-
ging

the general employment of the family was digging for money
their principal employment digging for money was

A great part of their time was devoted to digging for money
spent much of their time in digging for money

this similar phrasing suggests a common author and the last
example isis demonstrably hurlbut s since it comes from the
general palmyra affidavit similar language is found in every
palmyra manchester declaration under study here with the ex-
ception of barton stafford s

other favorite words from the general affidavits are pre-
tended visionary and a stressed concept isis the lack of in-
fluence in this community which finds its counterpart in in-
dividual statements such as the smith family never made
any pretensions to respectability or in short not one of
the family had at least claims to respectability virtually
every affidavit bearing on the smiths opens with several sen-
tences similar to the general palmyra affidavit clear evidence
of regular outside structuring

placing hurlbut s vocabulary under a magnifying glass in
this manner reveals his specific goals common language is

most frequent on the points of intemperance lying and lazi-
ness with the last redundantly emphasized as vocational money
digging since hurlbut s hand is plain on these general charges
the careful historian must be skeptical of stories supporting
these charges throughout many affidavits hurlbut s language
inin ostensibly non hurlbut affidavits shows that all his specific
evidence isis highly suspect especially on the point of money
digging careful study of the pre 1830 smith economics proves
they were anything but lazy and if that contention in fact

statements respectively from david stafford peter ingersoll parley chase
sentence inverted william stafford and the general palmyra affidavit

statements respectively of G W stoddard and barton stafford
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falls hurlbut s related accusation of money digging is seriously
suspect in fact the extreme language of almost every affi-
davit on this subject raises doubt had the smiths been regu-
larly observed in money digging reasonable statements to that
effect would be expected As it is the collected depositions
describe a large family living under marginal frontier economy
11 without work or by laboring very little their general
employment of money digging never gave them income but
they somehow survived doing little else such exaggerations
indicate more than overstatement they suggest invention

yet the historian must study the content of all documents
and the one striking characteristic of hurlbut isis reliance on
vague generalities the two community statementsstaternents combined
accuse the smiths of being a lazy indolent set of men who
were entirely destitute of moral character and addicted to
vicious habits such phrases really do not say anything as both
critic and friend of hurlbut agree the rules of evidence in
the united states insist that a witness tell specific experiences
and leave to the court or jury the function of forming opin-
ionsionslons fromgrom them for lack of specific evidence the general pal-
myra and manchester statements of hurlbut merely prove that
sixty two signers found the smiths objectionable they fail to
state what direct observation led to this conclusion similarly
the individual statement of parley chase quoted above with
the general palmyra affidavit is historically insignificant it
merely parades conclusions without substantiation and to make
matters worse in hurlbut s concepts and language

HURLBUTS SHORTER affidavits
the arithmetic of the hurlbut witnesses from palmyra man

chester can now be summarized from a total of fifteen state-
ments the three affidavits just discussed must be subtracted
as insignificant the general manchester statement the general
palmyra statement and its echo the parley chase affidavit
three more are irrelevant statements of lucy harris abigail
harris and G W stoddard mainly concern martin harris
and contain nothing observed about joseph smith with these
half dozen excluded there remainremain three long statements and

statements respectively of joseph capron and henry harris responsible
investigation dismisses these contentions see anderson dialogue p 15
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six of the one page variety the latter are typically deficient
in evidence about joseph smith jr

analysis of hurlbut howe will lose its way in pointless
detail without constant reiteration of a single question what
firsthand experiences do the hurlbut affidavits allege con-
cerning joseph smith for instance henry harris reports cer-
tain conversations with joseph smith close enough to the pro-
phet s own claims to be garbled in the telling but the sole ob-
servation of the lying nature of the pretended prophet is
the failure of a jury in a justice s court to decide a case ac-
cording to smith s testimony when harris was a juror since
many a truthful man has failed to gain the vote of a jury the
point is trivial regarding joseph smith s character only three
of the shorter affidavits seriously detail smith money digging
and none in convincing terms roswell nichols ties the sup-
posed treasure searches entirely to conversations with joseph
smith sr that resemble his known belief in the book of mor-
mon joshua stafford claims that joseph smith jr showed him
a piece of wood from a money box and also claimed to have
discovered buried watches As will be shown later joshua staf-
ford himself is named by relatives as leading in money dig-
ging in the neighborhood which renders such indirect evidence
against joseph smith suspect after all Staffords claim is lim-
ited to reported and possibly garbled conversations with
joseph smith not observation of any act of the mormon found-
er likewise joseph capron tells details of a fantastic dig
11 north west of my house but alleges no personal observa-
tion the money digging subject must be further discussed

the point for now is that direct experience with joseph smith
is strictly lacking in the smaller affidavits raising the issue

the remaining two shorter affidavits allege joseph smith s

human failings barton stafford a few years younger than
joseph accuses the young prophet of undignified conduct
sometime in 1827 or afterward joseph was allegedly intoxi-
cated on cider scuffled with a fellow worker tore his shirt
and was escorted home by emma since even here barton staf-
ford does not clearly say that liehelleile observed the event only that
it happened in my father s field some doubt remains wheth-
er this is a story or an observation david stafford does de-
scribe a personal experience claiming that joseph had drinked
a little too freely and while working together a dispute led
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to hard words which led to a fight and he got the advan-
tage of me inin the scuffle one ford who attempted to inter-
vene supposedly came off little better for we both entered
a complaint against him and he was fined for the breach of
the peace 11

joseph smith s only known response to a particular hurlbut
affidavit presents another version of the david stafford inci-
dent it appears in willard richards memo entries of 1843
conversations of the prophet

while supper was preparing joseph related an anecdote
while young his father had a fine large watch dog which
bit off an ear from david stafford s hog which stafford
had turned into the smith corn field stafford shot the dog
and with sixsix other fellows pitched upon him unawares and
joseph whipped the whole of them and escaped unhurt
which they swore to as recorded in hurlburt or howe s book 13

since the above incident takes on such a different context in
being told by stafford or smith it is a striking reminder that
controversial events cannot be settled by hearing only one side

if david stafford took his complaint to the local justice
of the peace the extant record does not show it though it only
covers the years 18271850182718301827 18501830 the record does give certain fac-
tual insights into the characters of both the smiths and david
stafford it lists three suits in the above period against hi-
ram or hyram smith and two against joseph smith
since there were other joseph smiths in the manchester area
and since one hiram smith signed hurlbut s general man-
chester affidavit 14 it cannot be proved that these five actions
pertain to the family of the prophet the one that evidently
does however shows the attempt of the smiths to be honest
in their financial obligations the abbreviated trial notation of
june 28 1830 records the folfoifollowinsollowinfollowinglowin0 in a suit against hyram
smith

joseph smith father of the defendant appeared and the
case was called and the plaintiff declared on a note and

joseph smith s journal kept by willard richards jan 1 1843 1I am
indebted to professor marvin S hill of brigham young university for pointing
it out the richards statement isis an official record kept daily from current
minutes

this hiram smith Isis evidently the same person who was elected highway
supervisor in the smith neighborhood both before and after the joseph smith
family had moved west mcrofmarofmicrofilmsims of the manchester town record as well
as the justice s record being discussed are at brigham young university
library
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account note dated 7thath april 1830 for 200720.072007 on interest
and on account for shoeing horses of balance due on ac-
count 69gg .6969 joseph smith sworn and saith that his son the
defendant engaged him to come down at the return of the
summons and direct the justice to enter judgment against
the defendant for the amount of the note and account judg-
ment for the plaintiff for twenty one dollars seven cents 13

if all of the smith actions in the manchester record pertain
to the joseph smith family they indicate only that the family
was poor a condition which the smith autobiographies also
portray with considerable emotion thus roswell nichols com-
ment based on two years as a neighbor is gratuitous for
breach of contracts for the nonpaymentnon payment of debts and borrowed
money and for duplicity with their neighbors the family was
notorious by this standard the neighborhood justice of the
peace record indictsindices david stafford not the smiths from 1827
to 1830 he was plaintiff in three suits and defendant inin six
suits of collection a record in the locality with this streak of
legal cantankerousness one is not inclined to think that joseph
smith was necessarily the guilty party in quarreling with david
stafford nor is stafford s ex parte affidavit likely to repre-
sent the character of the smiths without guile

HURLBUTS LONGER affidavits
since the shorter affidavits contain essentially non evidence

a study of hurlbut howe must focus on the only three sub-
stantial statements in the collection the shortest of these comes
from william stafford the father of barton stafford and
there is fortunately additional family information by which
to test it the hurlbut touch inin vocabulary is unmistakable
here as a closing comment imitates the close of the general
palmyra affidavit no one apprehended any danger from
a book originating with individuals who had neither influence
honesty or honor pomeroy tucker portrays stafford as a
former sailor without education which if true would consider-
ably heighten the possibility that hurlbut composed stafford s

affidavit and merely had him sign it

ajustsjustjusticesce s record of nathan pierce 182718301827 1830
pomeroy tucker the origin rise and progress of mormonism new

york 1867 p 24 note compare the nearly identical reports supposedly re-
membered spontaneously for some years by two different affiants for he
had often sasaidsaldid1 that the hills in our neighborhood were nearly all erected by
human hands roswell nichols they would say also that nearly all the
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there isis one clear firsthand testimony of participating with
joseph smith sr in a treasure dig with joseph smith jr su-
pervisingpervising from the house but the accompanying sheep story
throws a great deal of doubt on the digging story as authenti-
cally coming from stafford As told by the hurlbut affidavit
the smiths devised a scheme to cheat their neighbor out of
11 a large fat black wether hearing the smiths represent that
the sacrifice of such a sheep must appease the spirit guarding
a treasure stafford contributed the sheep to gratify my curi-
osity but the treasure was lost and with it the sheep which
1 I1 believe is the only time they ever made money digging a
profitable business oddly after the only time the stafford
statement adds a comment about a worthless gang a typical
hurlbut phrase which surrounded the smiths and had more
to do with mutton than money an intended implication of
the smiths in repeated sheep stealing

hurlbut evidently did not represent stafford accurately
in 19521932 M wilford poulson took notes as wallace miner
recalled a conversation with william stafford on the subject

I1 once asked stafford if smith did steal a sheep from him
he said no not exactly he said he did missmiss a black sheep
but soon joseph came and admitted he took it for sacrifice
but he was willing to work for it he made wooden sap
buckets to fully pay for it

A more elaborate version of the miner stafford conversation
was reported inin the village history of thomas cook which
agrees that joseph took the initiative to admit the taking and
that he did the work to repay stafford for the sheep 18 of
course william stafford died inin 1863 at which time miner
was twenty and there are obvious limitations inin recalling
the details of what one had said almost seventy years earlier
nevertheless it is significant that miner s recollection of staf-
ford exonerates the smiths of dishonesty a reversal of hurlbut
reporting stafford

hills in this part of new york were thrown up by human hands william
stafford

M wilford poulson notebook of 1932 interviews brigham young
umversummersuniversityty archives the obvious error of writing smith for sheep in the
first sentence has been corrected

thomas L cook palmyra and vicinity palmyra new york 1930
ppap 221222221 222 cook gives miner s recollection because various stories have
been told about the sacrificing of the sheep
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an earlier insight into william stafford s opinion is avail-
able however his second son was born the same year as joseph
smith 1805 had the personal ambition to gain a good edu-
cation for the day and qualify by examination as a physician
practicing until about 1870 in the general area of manchester
and thereafter at rochester there dr john stafford was inter-
viewed by the reorganized latter day saint apostle william
H kelley in 1881 the kelley question answer notes on this
point read as follows

what about that black sheep your father let them have
1 I have heard that story but don t think my father was

there at the time they say smith got the sheep I1 don t know
anything about it

you were living at home at the time and it seems you
ought to know if they got a sheep or stole one from your
father

they never stole one I1 am sure they may have got one
sometime

well doctor you know pretty well whether that story
is true or not that tucker tells what do you think of it

1 I don t think it is true I1 would have heard more about
it that isis true 19

since the well informed john stafford knew nothing of the
sheep story it is plain that william stafford did not carry the
attitude against the smiths that his hurlbut affidavit repre-
sents if there was such an event of a borrowed sheep it had
nothing to do with dishonesty but inin the interview dr staf-
ford also insisted my father william stafford was never
connected with them in any way a direct denial of the rela-
tionshiptionship presupposed by the smith stafford money digging
episode luridly described in the hurlbut affidavit 220 the fact
that william stafford s family doubted the authenticity of the
hurlbut inspired testimony together with hurlbut s evident
editorializing talents casts serious doubt upon the william
stafford affidavit as an historical document

the longest hurlbut affidavit is that of willard chase
william H kelley the hill cumorah the stories of hulburt

howe tucker etc from late interviews saints herald vol 28 june 1

1881 p 167 hereinafter referred to as kelley interviews
athe2thethe sentence preceding john stafford s denial is what tucker said about

them the smiths was false absolutely since tucker s reference to william
stafford was a rereiterationteration of hurlbut s sheep story john stafford clearly was
skeptical that his father was correctly represented in either hurlbut howe or
tucker
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in which instances of dishonesty and treasure digging are min-
imal in fact the chase statement contains more parallels to
mormon sources than any other affidavit this would lead to
the inference that chase imposed his individuality to a large
extent though many of the hurlbut stock phrases and formu-
lae are still apparent the chase family tradition was later
reported by the younger brother of willard and he maintained
willard s statement to hurlbut genuine on the other hand
he differed in certain details of recollection from the printed
afaffidavitfidavit 21 willard chase ought to have taken more care in
his stastatementternent than others contacted by hurlbut since lucy
smith recalled him as a methodist class leader in 1827 and
his obituary described him as formerly a minister of the wesl-
eyan methodist church and was an earnest and zealous
worker for many years 22

although chase had superior practical education his per-
formanceformance as a witness is characterized by a nearly total lack
of personal observation he tells the familiar story of finding
an unusual stone while digging a well with alvin and joseph
smith and accuses joseph and hyrum of duplicity inin keeping
the object beyond that he discloses no direct knowledge that
the stone was utilized in treasure digging but only alleges that
joseph claimed to discover wonders by its use the intrigu-
ing thing isis what willard chase does not say here the pal
myra manchester sources attach a firm money digging tradi-
tion to the chase family for instance dr john stafford re-
called

the neighbors used to claim sally chase could look at a
stone she had and see money willard chase used to dig
when she found where the money was don t know as any-
body ever found any money 2

the interview the same year with abel chase confirmed
his family s involvement after describing the stone inin posses-
sion of his sister abel chase responded to the following ques-
tions

do you really think your sister could see things by look-
ing through that stone mr chase

well she claimed to and I1 must say there was some-
thing strange about it

cf kelley interviews p 165
22 22palmyrapalmyra CoUrcoufcourierzerler march 17 1871

kelley interviews p 167
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where is your sister now
she is not living now my brother willard is dead

also he would know more than I1 do about those things 21

the chase family were in actuality money diggers but in the
longest hurlbut affidavit willard chase fails to report any
smith money digging activities firsthand if willard chase
is honestly describing what he knows the conclusion follows
that the smiths did not have a connection with the money dig-
ging circles in the area and this is just what lucy smith re-
ports in her history describing the ridiculous magical activi-
ties of chase and company to steal the plates of the book of
mormon practices that appear foreign to her experience 2521

willard chase does report stories about the money digging
of joseph smith in the susquehanna area apparently without
real knowledge of palmyra manchester activities he imported
secondhand stories from more than a hundred miles away
what he tells is a highly distorted version of joseph smith s

employment on a treasure excavation project there this is his
pattern in other matters he tellstelkteiktelis of several episodes about the
smiths published by mormonscormons long after the 1834 printing of
howe s mormonism unavailedunvailed so either hurlbut or willard
chase knew of these independently the chase affidavit ap-
proximates these incidents eg the first failure at the hill to
obtain the plates emma s warning ride to macedon etc but
with exaggerated ridiculing details one would assume the
same of his secondhand treasure stories about joseph smith 2ai2i

this leaves only peter ingersoll as a hurlbut witness with
a serious claim to firsthand knowledge of smith malpracticesmalpractices
little is known about him other than his appearance in the land
records around the 1820 s as a property holder near palmyra
village a foreclosure on land to satisfy a judgment and the ap-
parent move from palmyra after sale of properties in 1836 in
1879 abel chase claimed he moved west years ago and died

ibid p 165

lucy smith biographical sketches of joseph smith the prophet liverpool
1853 p 102 applying the ridiculous terminology both to willard chase
and his group and their procurement of a conjuror to locate the plates cf
her characterization in ironic terms of sally chase s utilization of a green glass
on which she claimed to see many very wonderful things and great
discoveries ibid p log109

hurlbut in general and the chase affidavit in particular rely heavily
upon conversations with the smiths notoriously open to mistaken interpreta-
tion recollection and amplification
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about two years ago 277 but his life after leaving palmyra is at
present a mystery so is his affidavit opening with the stan-
dard hurlbut language that the general employment of the
family was digging for money ingersoll follows with two
claimed experiences of joseph smith sr s use of the divining
rod 2 beyond this everything of a negative nature about
joseph smith jr consists not in observation but supposed ad-
missions in conversation no hurlbut affiant represents know-
ing joseph smith so intimately yet no personal observation
about joseph smith is given

the real issue in the ingersoll statement is whether the dam-
aging admissions reported from joseph smith debunk the mor-
mon prophet or hurlbut ingersoll the prize story concerns
joseph s supposedly confiding inin ingersoll that he brought a
quantity of wrapped sand into the smith home his family s

curiosity resulted in questions which brought his impulsive
identification with the 0ooldengoldengoidenbolden bible

to my surprise they were credulous enough to believe what
I1 said accordingly I1 told them that I1 had received a com-
mandmentmandment to let no one see it for says 1I no man can see it
with the naked eye and live however I1 ofofferedferedcered to take out
the book and show it to them but they refuse to see it and
left the room now said jo J1 I have got the damned fools
fixed and will carry out the fun

there are serious difficulties inin accepting this story the
ingersoll affidavit dates the episode at august 1827 but the
chase affidavit maintains that by june 1827 joseph smith sr
had given willard chase full details of the record on plates
of gold and the family s knowledge of it from some years
ago since ingersoll so violently contradicts the chase chron-
ology which agrees with mormon sources the accuracy of

peter ingersoll is seriously suspect beyond this is the im-
probability that any family consists of such a collection of gul
libles as to be awed by the mechanical brashness of the ingersoll
episode after all the smiths are known in history as compe-
tent people

statement of abel D chase may 2 1879 palmyra new york cit
charles A shook true origin of the book of mormon cincinnati 191419141l9l4
p 131511311

in one of these is the acaccusationcusat on like the sheep story that the smiths
milked ingersoll s cows while manipulating their discovery although ingersoll
received a favorable verdict he was himself sued on this claim that he had taken
a cow justice s record of nathan pierce 182718301827 1830 entry of may 26 1830
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there is but one remarkable consistency about the hurlbut
howe affidavits their unmodified condemnation of joseph
smith and his entire family this evidence proves too much
it portrays a dozen people living in a restricted area from 1816
to 18501830 lucy was bomborn 1821 and not a single good act or
redeeming quality was displayed inin that time by any one of
them fifty one palmyransPalmyrans acquainted with the smith family
for a number of years found them destitute of moral
character this solemn anti smith credo casts a shadow across
every affidavit in short not one of the family had the least
claims to respectability more than sweeping phrases are at
stake the hurlbut testimony runs through about thirty pages
on the smiths in palmyra manchester and fails to include even
one favorable recollection of the mormon founders these are
diatribes not evaluations obviously the attempt was made
only to discredit not to gather authentic information because
history is the art of seeing both sides of the balance sheet
hurlbut produced mere propaganda his total lack of any af-
firmativefirma tive family tradition contaminates every negative story
repeated this general quality of hurlbut howe as non
evidence highlights sharply the only two systematic attempts
that were later made to gather recollections of non mormon
associates of the smiths inin new york

oemingDEMINGDEMINGS S COLLECTED statements
A B demingdoming published his gathered testimony in a news-

paper entitled naked truths about mormonism with the ban-
ner line over the only two issues to appear read and laugh
as you never laughed before and startling revelations
he was the son of the courageous non mormon general M R
deming who stood for law and order in the civil chaos of
western illinois after the prophet s martyrdom affected by
his father s early death and neurotically resentful at the per-
secutionsecution his father s mormon sympathies caused him deming
considered all my misfortunes through life to be the direct
or indirect result of his friendship to the mormonscormons alt-
hough impelled to gather evidence against their faith deming
was plagued by fears that the mormonscormons might kill me as I1

have several times been creditably informed they intend to do
yet he describes in detail his cordial reception inin salt lake city
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by mormon officials in 1882 and 1886 iai9 demingderning therefore ap-
pears as a pathetic reincarnation of the disgruntled hurlbut

the historian must treat deming s results as carefully as
hurlbut s checking out the names and residences designated
inin his statements shows that demingdoming apparently did make con-
tact with several who had known the smiths in palmyra
manchester this is not to say that these parties were carefully
interviewed or that deming was above hurlbut like promp-
ting or editing the point isis that in his one sided reports from
biased people demingderning does not totally damn the smiths as
hurlbut howe for instance christopher stafford was three
years younger than joseph smith and despised him though
liehelleile admitted liehelleile really knew joseph s brother samuel harrison
smith better and considered him a good industrious boy silo1130sili113o

caroline rockwell smith remembered her family s conversionconversion
to mormonism without bitterness and the good deeds of lucy
smith jo smith s mother doctored many pepersonsrsonsesons in pal-
myra she did not consider joseph smith an obvious fraud
1 I hope somsometimeetline it will be known whether mormonism is

true or not 31

reading deming requires gleaning through piles of the
usual chaff of hearsay admissions reported indirectly general-
ities on bad reputation etc firsthand claims of joseph smith s

drinking and fighting occasionally appear though in language
standard enough to come from a common compiler the money
digging theme however contains the real surprise for the
deming statements involve not only the chases but the staf
fords and others inin the community in the quest for buried trea-
sure caroline rockwell smith does not even mention the
joseph smith family in connection with this subesubjectct but gen-
eralizesera lizes

there was considerable digging for money in our neighbor-
hood by men women and children I1.11 saw joshua stafford s

peepstone which looked like white marble and had a hole
through the center sally chase a methodist had one and
people would go for her to find lost and hidden or stolen
things 22

all this personal data deming volunteers on the first page of naked truths
about mormonism vol 1 no I11 january 1888

ibibidid vol 1 no 2 april 1888 p i1 statement of C M stafford
march 23 1885 auburn ohio

ibidibzd statement of mrs M C R smith march 25 1885
ibid
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cornelius stafford repeated the sheep story in exaggerated
form but personal observation of money digging points else-
where than the mormon prophet

there was much digging for money on our farm and about
the neighborhood I1 saw uncle johnandjohnanajohn and cousin joshua staf-
ford dig a hole twenty feet long eight broad and seven
deep they claimed that they were digging for money M

one of the more amusing features of smith folklore in
palmyra manchester isis the frequent reference to existing
holes of the money diggers as proof that the smiths were dig-
ging the deming affidavits shatter the hurlbut imposed
monopoly by revealing that excavations were made by nu-
merous others in fact these statements reveal no direct know-
ledge that the smiths were involved the nearest miss is the
claim of isaac butts that joshua stafford told me that young
jo smith and himself dug for money in his orchard and else-
where nights 34 that might be far from clear since the last
thing to be suspected from the hurlbut joshua stafford af-
fidavit is that upright joshua would long tolerate the presence
of joseph smith

faced with more comprehensive evidence on money dig-
ging than hurlbut admitted the historian may envisionenvision one
of four situations 1 1 francis W kirkham located a news-
paper article on early money digging that parallels every story
told against joseph smith the editor of the rochester gem
reacted to the publication of the book of mormon inin 1830
by remembering that a family of smiths moved into the
primitive rochester of 1815 the eighteen year old son of this
poor family claimed to find a stone with clairvoyant proper-
ties located treasure in nearby hills by its use and engendered
a night dig on the part of followers marked by a disappearing
chest upon the breaking of a spell 3 kirkham asks concerning
this pre hurlbut reference was this ridiculous story the
origin of the accusations that were heaped upon joseph

ibid vol 1 no 1 january 1888 p 3 statement of C R stafford
march 1885

lerflerribid p 2 statement of isaac butts nd south newbury ohio butts also
says that joseph smith used a divining rod and later a peep stone for locating
buried or lost objects although claiming to have seen both he specifically
does not claim observation of joseph smith in these practices a point seriously
in doubt because of butts indiscriminate use of hearsay and confessed residence
in ohio from 1818 into the 1820 s

imposition and blasphemy moneydiggersMoneydiggers etc gem may 15 1830
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smithsmith3smitha3 hugh nibley develops evidence for such a trans-
ference by showing other pre joseph smith money digging
parallels since every weird detail of the stories later attached
to joseph smith is found in full bloom before smith can pos-
sibly have been involved and since a solid group of mormon
witnesses who knew joseph in this early period 11 protest that
the digging stories about him are not true public rumor
simply created an erroneous parallel by trying to dress joseph
smith in other men s clothes 1137111737

2 early mormon and non mormon sources agree that
the smith men hired out frequently and that one main activ-
ity was digging wells pits and other building excavations
since many saw this regular construction work of the smiths
it is likely that their later notoriety in the book of mormon
revelation brought the accusation of money digging for many
ordinary activities 53 when josiah sumal was excited about
the possibility of discovering spanish gold he hired a crew
of laborers among which were joseph smith and his father
since the existence of palmyra manchester treasure digs isis
certain the smith men may have participated in other ven-
tures merely as employees a variation of the previous case
in either of these events one might observe one of the smiths
digging and completely misinterpret his reasons for doing so

there is no substantial evidence for the final possibility
4 the aggressive treasure seeking of the smiths if it took

place they participated in a passing cultural phenomenon
shared widely by people of known honesty however the
supernaturalism presented in early mormon sources is re-
strained qualitatively distinct from the magical superstitions
of the money digging stories yet to know these propensities
of certain segments of the palmyra manchester community
makes joseph and lucy smith s histories more credible in
regard to non mormon attempts to search for the plates and
the danger of staying inin that area during the translation frus-
trated money diggers had nothing to show for their consider

francis W kirkham A new witness for christ in america rev ed
salt lake city 1959 vol 2 p 46 the gem article is also quoted in full at

ppap 464946 49 its editor edwin scrantom was twelve years of age at the time
of this episode but when he wrote the article was an authority on rochester
history for common pre 1827 money digging publicity see ontario repository
february 9 1825 and wayne sentinel february 16 1825

hugh nibley myth makers salt lake city 1961 ppap 182183182 183 190
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able efforts whereas joseph smith possessed tangible plates
that he displayed to witnesses 38

hurlbut structured his evidence to create the false im-
pression that the smiths not others dug for money this
leads one to question the time alleged for this activity as

equally erroneous the majority of the individual affidavits al-
lege treasure hunting as the major smith occupation from
1820 until the latter part of the season of 1827 but at
least one palmyra source acknowledges the latter date as the
beginning of such rumors the rev jesse townsend penned
an abusive account of joseph smith in 1833 for the ten
years I1 have known anything of him he has been a person of
questionable character of intemperate habits and latterly a
noted money digger latterly suggests approximately
1828 for the spread of such a reputation which corresponds
to the prophet s recollection that at the news of the book of
mormon discovery in 1827 false reports misrepresentation
and slander flew as on the wings of the wind in every direc-
tion 40 his own history specifically identified his hired
employment on the stoaletoal excavation late 1825 and early 1826
as the source of later rumors hence arose the very prevalent
story of my having been a money digger 41 there is no solid

compare caroline rockwell smith s recollection that the mormon source
version of these events was told at the time catherine smith sister of the
prophet showed me in their house a chest with lock where the plates were
kept but they feared they would be stolen and then she took up four bricks in
the hearth and said they had been buried there ref at n 31

letter of jesse townsend to phineas stiles december 24 1833 palmyra
new york cit tucker origin of mormonism p 288

times and seasons vol 3 march 1 1842 p 708 also cit joseph
smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake
city 194619501946 1950 vol 4 p 538 cf the earlier written recollection of the
prophet about the identical year rumor with her thousand tongues was all
the time employed in circulating tales about my father s family and about my-
self if I1 were to relate a thousandth part of them it would fill up volumes
times and seasons vol 3 may 2 1842 p 772 also cit history of the
church vol 1 p 19

ibid lucy smith represents stoat the nauvoo spelling as locating joseph
because he had heard of his supernatural gifts but both lucy and joseph smiths
histories describe notoriety from the telling of the first vision in 1820 in
fact joseph smith sr bought space in the wayne sentinel for six weeks be-
ginning sept 29 1824 to refute rumors tending to injure the reputation of
the smiths the 182518261825 1826 work for stoat and 1827 acquiring the plates
undoubtedly gave new directions to gossip other mormon sources do not
furnish reliable evidence for money digging in new york accusations upon
apostasy inin kirtland may be smears and joseph smith s salem trip in this period
isis not a historical source for his life a decade earlier the interview with martin
harris by joel tiffany mentions joseph seeking treasure in this early period but
if harris is quoted correctly the source of information not disclosed is possibly
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evidence of joseph smith as the prime mover in any treasure
seeking project perhaps the supernaturalism of receiving rev-
elationselations through the urimarim and thummimthummirnThummirn and seerstone
after 1827 resembles generally the peeking practices of that
time the policeman and thief the chemist and alchemist
use similar equipment but with quite distinctly different mo-
tivations and abilities

THE KELLEY interviews
the legend of the dishonest money diggers who founded

mormonism received new impetus from pomeroy tucker in
1867 A palmyra editor tucker depicted superstitious and
unscrupulous smiths by merely requoting the 1833 statements
apparently without so much as reinterviewing the hurlbut
contacts still alive tucker was aware of at least three of
these named in his preface as references joseph capron
barton stafford and willard chase such sloppy methods
were evidently not completely applauded A dozen years
later abagail jackway told william H kelley 1I have heard
willard chase say tucker never even asked him for what he
knew and chase lived next door to him too 42 As pointed
out elsewhere tucker knew joseph smith and admitted that
dishonesty was not within the remembrance of the writer
though repeating community gossip as recollections of many
living witnesses 43 the difference between what tucker him-
self remembered and the stories he still heard is the differ-
ence between personal observation of the smiths and the
palmyra manchester folklore yet palmyra manchester was
never totally scornful of mormon origins although wallace
W miner was not born until 1843 he grew up in the former
smith vicinity and thomas L cook in 1930 named him the
only one living in the neighborhood whose relations with the
earlier families have continued for the last eighty five years 44

public rumor of the time tiffany however mentmentionsons howe s book as one of
the three sources he relies on for authentic knowledge of mormonism because
of his spiritualist theory that inferior beings inspired joseph smith tiffany s
reliance on howe means that hurlbut possipossiblybly contaminated tiffany s reporting
of martin harris particularly see mormonism tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys monthly vol 4

1859 p 568 we also procured a copy of an expose published about
twenty years ago by ED howe of painesvillegainesvillePaines ville so that we are now in possession
of the facts and early literature of the mormon faith

welleykelleyweiley interviews p 166 willard chase and pomeroy tucker appear as
neighbors in the 1860 census

tucker4tuckerktucker origin of mormonism p 15
cook palmyra p 241
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in 1932 miner told M wilford poulson in the early days
we didndian t hear so much that was disreputable about the
smiths 4

the clearest proof that certain neighbors approved of the
smiths comes inin the second systematic attempt to preserve
palmyra manchester recollections in 1881 william H and
E L kelley visited there with the express purpose of inter-
viewing all who had firsthand knowledge of the mormon
founders particularly joseph smith the kelleyskellems were willing
to hear the worst let it hurt whom it would and their going
together made possible one writing during each interview
william H kelley then an RLDS apostle and competent
leader took responsibility for writing up the detailed transcript
of conversations which concluded with a description of his
method

these facts and interviews are presented just as they oc-
curred the good and bad side by side and allowing for
a possible mistake or error arising from a misapprehension
or mistake in taking notes it can be relied upon as the opin-
ion and gossip had about the smith family and others
among their old neighbors

for a test of william H kelley s note taking ability one
should compare his report on david whitmer the same year
the kelley whitmer interview is detailed and minutely agrees
with known writings and comments of the book of mormon
witness consequently the william H kelley transcripts from
palmyra manchester can be trusted as the most comprehensive
investigations ever made there 4717

poulson notebook of 1932 interviews professor poulson s strict standards
of accuracy are well known

the kelley interviews contain william L kelley s description of method
at ppap 161162161 162 and 168 since the interviews were printed inin transcript form
by individuals contacted page citations are unnecessary

the printlprantlprintingng of the kelley interviews sparked a skirmish of affidavits
recorded in charles A shook true origin of mormon polygamy cincinnati
1914 ppap 363836 38 the only statement that raises a signsignificantif cant issue on kelley
mlmisquotationsquotatlon is that of john H gilbert who alleges a half dozen mistakes in
the long interview obviously to discredit all of the kelley interviews without
claiming perfection for the kelleyskellems or any other nineteenth century interview
one can see that gilbert admits the main direction of conversation and quarrels
with certain details some of gilbert s misrepresentations are trivial other
main points in the kelley interviews can be substantiated as being said to others
by gilbert and even written by gilbert himself he also claims but one change
necessary after talking with the jackwaysJackways on anaylsis gilbert isis a source of
confirmation of the basic accuracy of the kelley reports for the kelley whitmer
interview see sazsafsaintisaintsntsants herald vol 29 1882 ppap 666966 69
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the kelleyskellems dogged insistence on personal knowledge dis-
qualified several who merely repeated hearsay about the smiths
a tendency also true of hurlbut s day one young man who
signed the 1833 condemnation at manchestermanchester was abel chase
some fifty years later he confessed only a knowledge of gen-
eral character and careful questioning turned up nothing that
he really knew about the smiths since he was only thirteen
years old when joseph smith left palmyra for a permanent
residence in the harmony and fayette areas it is little wonder
that abel chase could tell the kelleyskellems nothing definite

ezra pierce and hiram jackway vaguely remembered joseph
smith in public situations jackway was twelve when joseph
moved to harmony but only two individuals out of nine
interviewed displayed any intimate knowledge one was the
same age as joseph john stafford the doctor already men-
tioned inin connection with the affidavit attributed to his father
william the kelleyskellems questions are not always specific enough
to determine which recollections of john stafford are personal
and which recall stories that circulated early for instance the
only mention of drinking is the cider and torn shirt story told
hurlbut by john s brother barton but it is not really clear that
either of them saw what went on personal observation does
come to bear however in john stafford s comments on
joseph s physical aggression never saw him fight have
known him to scuffle evidently the distinction between brawl-
ing and playful wrestling regarding accusations of laziness it
appears that he had worked by joseph s side he would do
a fair day s work if hired out to a man questioned regard-
ing joseph s education dr stafford replied omitting inter-
vening queries

joe was quite illiterate after they began to have school at their
house he improved greatly they had school in their house
and studied the bible they did not have any teacher they
taught themselves

his impression of joseph as a person agrees with the prophet s
known traits and autobiographical comments and at the same
time disagrees with much palmyra folklore he was a real
clever jovial boy

because there are problems with the quality of john
stafford s observations on money digging his remarks really
tell more about his father william than the smiths
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the smiths with others were digging for money before joe
got the plates my father had a stone which some thought
they could look through and old mrs smith came there
after it one day but never got it saw them digging one time
for money this was three or four years before the book of
mormon was found the smiths and others the old man
and hyrum were there I1 think but joseph was notnanoi there

in the lengthy kelley transcript of interviews this is the only
stated observation of anyone regarding smith money digging
aside from the question of whether stafford was sure the
group of men were digging for money he appears to doubt
whether he really saw joseph smith sr and hyrum there CI1 I
think that the smiths were digging for money as a gen-
eral practice evidently rests on hearsay since the doctor has but
one inexact recollection of seeing them and he was certain that
joseph was not there whether lucy smith s attempting to
borrow the seerstone isis an authentic recollection is far from
clear A mere social visit and mild interest might be behind
john stafford s impression but he must be speaking from ob-
servation on the possession of a stone by his own family so
the hurlbut affidavit from his father only tells part of the
truth william stafford was evidently independently involved
inin the superstitions that he or hurlbut accuses the smiths of

what can be safely asserted historically after reading hurl-
but deming and kelley is that money digging did go on in
palmyra manchester before joseph smith acquired his plates in
1827 what remains unclear however is a definite association
of the smiths with it close family members implicate willard
chase joshua stafford william stafford and others in some
aspects of these practices

in the kelley interviews the person with the most first-
hand knowledge was also the most favorable to the smith repu-
tation this was orlando saunders an old settler whom
thomas cook particularly regretted not interviewing 41 anti
mormon writers of the late nineteenth century preferred to
quote his younger brother lorenzo who moved to michigan
about 1854 and died there in 1888 but lorenzo was sixsix years
younger than joseph smith whereas orlando saunders was two
years older than the mormon prophet 4 orlando is also the

cook palmyra p 10
in two preserved statements lorenzo saunders says virtually nothing

firsthand about joseph smith after considerable correspondence virtually re
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more interesting in that he remained all his life on the family
farm within a mile of the smith farm and was aware of the
various anti mormon spokesmen for palmyra manchester until
his death in 1889 it is clear that he dissented and on specific
grounds of experience

fortunately orlando saunders was also interviewed by a
non mormon author of ability frederic G mather a short
time before the kelleyskellemsKel leys report 0 mather was conditioned to
journalistic interpretation instead of historical documentation
with the consequent brief and paraphrased comments but the
two interviews remarkably agree mather reports saunders as
saying that the smith family worked for his father and for
himself 1 which fits the fact of enoch saunder s death in
1825 this contact with the smith men was not cursory accord-
ing to the kelley interview they have all worked for me
many a day mather also reports specific business dealing the
purchase of a horse and bridle the latter being paid for by a
bible 52

there is one apparent contradiction in the two interviews
which must be resolved in favor of the kelleyskellemsKel leys after quoting
saunders on joseph smith mather follows by nature he was
peacablyplacably disposed but when he had taken too much liquor he
was inclined to fight with or without provocation the weak-
ness of this statement is that mather s article is a synthesis of
opinions about joseph smith inin mather s own words and the
above statement must be a lapse back to his normal narrative
the kelleyskellems asked particularly about this subject and they
quote saunders directly everybody drank a little in those
days and the smiths with the rest they never got drunk to my
knowledge

questing him to remember seeing sidney rigdon at the smiths before 1830
lorenzo gave some vague recollections claiming to do so from age sixteen he
also remembers joseph coming to hhiss house and explaining his difficulties in
gettgettingng the plates though he considers hhimm an imposter and maintains his
mother did also letter of lorenzo saunders to thomas gregg january 28
1885 cit shook true origin of the book of mormon ppap 134135134155134154 135155

for a brief biography see nealnavinationalonalonai cyclopaedia of american biography
vol 20 new york 1929 ppap 492495492493492 495493

frederic G mather the early days of mormonism lippincottsLippincotts maga-
zinezine vol 26 1880 p 198 with the exception of the following footnote
citation all further quotations of mather are on this page although mather
writes sanders rather consistent family practice and orlando s autograph
follow saunders

521121ZW121bidbidfidhid p 205
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money digging is notable by its absence in both the mather
and kelley reports in the latter saunders insisted 1I don t
know anything against these men myself furthermore hebe
contradicts the hurlbut contention that the book of mormon
was joseph smith s inconsistent adaptation of his treasure seek-
ing he always claimed that he saw the angel and received the
book but 1I don t know anything about it if the smiths
merited the money digging criticism saunders was not above
giving it but the only criticisms reported by either mather
or the kelleyskellems were on another point the well preserved
gentleman of over eighty told mather that the smiths could
save no money which isis mirrored precisely in the kelley
record 1 I did not consider them good managers about busi-
ness but they were poor people the old man had a large
family

in hurlbut the smiths did nothing but exploit their neigh-
bors but orlando saunders experience was opposite they
were the best family in the neighborhood in case of sickness
one was at my house nearly all the time when my father died
neither did he consider them poor credit risks 1 I always
thought them honest they were owing me some money when
they left here that is the old man and hyrum did and martin
harris one of them came back inin about a year and paid me

hurlbut howe and tucker had a single thesis the smith
family particularly joseph were so thoroughly unreliable in
ordinary affairs that they necessarily defrauded the public on
the book of mormon the kelleyskellems found saunders a fair
type of the intelligent new york farmer and he was charac-
teristicallyteristically agnostic here he had seen the book but never
read it nor did liehelleile care anything about it on the practical
issue of the smith reliability he was solidly favorable mather
summarily reported he gives them the credit of being good
workers the kelleyskellems quoted his words they were very
good people young joe as we called him then has worked
for me and he was a good worker they all were evidentlEvidenevidentlytl
referring to the youthful strength of the prophet saunders
told mather that joseph jr was a greeny both large and
strong pressed by the kelleyskellems on howbow well hebe knew joseph
smith orlando saunders reiterated

oh just as well as one could very well he has worked for
me many a time and been about my place a great deal he
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stopped with me many a time when through here after they
went west to kirtland he was always a gentleman when
about my place

WILLIAM SMITHS refutation
in sum major non mormon biographies treating joseph

smith s new york life and reputation are historically sub-
standard this judgment unfortunately applies as well to twen-
tieth century productions as nineteenth since both fall into an
unsophisticated acceptance of hurlbut s contrived and slanted
statements without apparent awareness of non mormon sources
favorable to the smiths from palmyra manchester nor do
other independent statements from that area confirm the hurl-
but evidence some merely repeat rumors of the time but com-
pound hearsay does not suddenly become evidence when spoken
by a genuine palmyra manchester resident 53 for all of his
prejudice crusty orsamus turner was honest enough to dis-
tinguish between his own rather complementary recollections
and the stories that later circulated about joseph smith he
knew that community reports had various qualities for he ruled
out the spaulding theory of the book of mormon because it
was not accepted by those who were best acquainted with the
smith family 4 history begins when that issue is raised

but anti mormon literature is overcrowded with non
witnesses for instance rev jesse townsend can prate about
the imposturesimpostures and low cunning of the mormonite leader
and yet say not that he knows joseph smith but that he knows

of him the reason why more accurate data on joseph smith
was not of easy access is suggested in townsend s own words

indiscriminate quotation reaches its lowest ebb when supposed palmyra
residents are relied upon without investigation daniel hendrix is typically
quoted on early joseph smith biography as remembering that parson reed told
joe that he was going to hell for his lying habits fawn M brodie no man
knows my history new york 1946 p 26 cited recently for this quote in
edmund wilson s acrid excursus into mormon history the dead sea scrolls
194719691947 1969 new york 1969 p 280 the lateness of the recollection de-
mands verlveriverificationficatificari on since it comes from a purported interview printed in the
st louis daily globe democrat february 21 1897 p 34 to date rather
diligent investigation has failed to verify the existence of dandanielel hendrix
whose other rambling descriptions are not notably accurate or parson reed

0 turner history of the pioneer settlement of phelps and gorhamsGo rhams
purchase and morris reserve rochester 1852 p 214 the recollections of
turner and tucker regarding joseph smith have been studied in richard lloyd
anderson circumstantial confirmation of the first vision through reminisc-
ences brigham young university studies vol 9 no 3 spring 1969
ppap 376386376 386



JOSEPH SMITHS reputation 311

he lived in a sequestered neighborhood 55 in simple
terms the smiths lived away from any village by two miles or
more to add to the problem of a villager really knowing the
young prophet within a few months of obtaining the ancient
plates he moved to other neighborhoods only occasionally
visiting palmyra manchester during the publication of the
book of mormon consequently john gilbert chief composi-
tor for the book of mormon stated inin interviews that he saw
joseph smith only once or twice even though gilbert was in
public life in palmyra from 1824 through the mormon exodus
of 1831185118 31 5 albert chandler later a prominent editor in michi-
gan worked as a bookbinder s apprentice on the book of mor-
mon in 1829301829 30 yet he knew joseph smith jr but slightly
what I1 know of him was from hearsay principally from

martin harris who believed fully in him 5717 some of the fifty
one signers of the general palmyra condemnation probably had
no more than this degree of knowledge of the smiths 58

there are even greater problems in taking palmyra man
chester statements as definitive on the origin of the book of
mormon As chandler recalled the palmyra of 1829301829 30 every-
one scoffed at martin harris but none really knew the events
and personalities behind the new religion

the absolute secrecy of the whole inception and publication
of the mormon bible stopped positive knowledge we only
knew what joseph smith would permit martin harris to
publish in reference to the whole thing 59

much non mormon opinion is obviously irrelevant to the
writing of early mormon history howe claimed to print only

a few among the many depositions which have been obtained

townsend to stiles inin origin of mormonism p 288
numerous interviews with gilbert establish that he dealt with hyrum

smith and martin harris in the book ofor mormon production his letter to
james T cobb march 16 1879 palmyra new york is clear hyrum smith
was the only one of the famfamilyly I1 had any acquaintance with and that very
slight A inmicrofilmcrof im of ththisIs letter was kindly loaned me by larry porter brig-
ham university field research representative in new york state

letter of albert chandler to WIwilliamiliam alexander linn december 22
1898 coldwater mich cit william alexander linn story of the cormonsmormons
new york 1902 ppap 484948 49

lemuel durfee knew the smiths indiindirectlyrectlyerectly as a landlord from 1825 to
1829 but prior to that evidently did not know them at all according to lucy
smith s account ppap 969896 98

chandler to linn inin story of the cormonsmormonsMor mons ppap 484948 49
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from the neighborhood of the smith family 60 doubtl-
ess his motivation was to prove the worst without much
awareness of which signers were in the best position to speak
in the study of joseph smith s character it is the distant non
observer of palmyra manchester who tends to be hostile the
better informed the witness the more affirmative his views

this tendency requires a careful look at the close knit smith
family since they had the most intimate knowledge of young
joseph smith the prophet answered hurlbut howe by ad-
mitting human weaknesses but denying gross personal trans-
gressiongression and insisting 1 I have not been guilty of wronging
or injuring any man or society of men 61 in further statements
he elaborated only to the extent of admitting digging in
nibley s phrase not for gold but for hire 62 the unaffected
but detailed history of lucy smith throws far more light on the
family s early history than all of hurlbut howe but in her
artless simplicity she does not respond specifically to the
charge of the early affidavits actually an evidential strength
but the last surviving brother of the prophet met these issues
head on

william smith was too young to remember the earliest
days at palmyra manchester but his recollections are very
specific from about 18251823 an individualist who was notably
not an organization man he spent his later years in the obscur-
ity of an iowa farm he is known for an occasional speech or
interview but his considered answer to hurlbut howe lay
among the papers of a friend until forwarded to the LDS
church about 1925 in sending smith s manuscript charles
knecht described his own interest in the family which prompt-
ed him to loan william a chambers miscellany containing a
summary of the hurlbut evidence william wanted to reply
to it and wanted me to see it published 63 the manu

howe mormonism JJunavailedunvailedri valled p 231
latter day saints messenger and advocate vol I11 december 1834

p 4400
in addition to the citations of joseph smsmithth s published histories already

made see the elders journal vol 1 july 1838 p 43 question 10 was
not jo smith a money digger answer yes but it was never a very profitable
job to him as he only got fourteen dollars a month for it also cit joseph
smith history of church vol 3 p 29

letter of charles knecht 1925 yakima washington both smith and
knecht appear as required by knecht s recollections on the 1880 census in
Elkader iowa knecht then as 36 and a clerk dry goods store knecht is
listed inin yakima city directories from 1924 through 1926



JOSEPH SMITHS reputation 313

script is definitely inin william smith s handwriting and evi-
dently dates from about 1875 64

william s discursive response reached methodological bed-
rock inin its third sentence frustration at historians who have
no greater foundation for facts to build upon than public
rumor gag3 embedded in doctrinal discussions and lengthy
historical parallels are specific reactions to the conclusions of
hurlbut howe to the charge that his brother joseph was sus-
pected of sheep stealing william replied vigorously that at
no period of his life was he guilty nor was he ever suspect-
ed of committing such an offense 61 the value of the younger
brother s comments go beyond specific denials to details of
their home life the father absurdly characterized by a noted
biographer as possessing irreligion and cynicism insisted
quietly on hymns and prayers both night and morning the
tone of strict piety in the home is described my parents
father and mother poured out their souls to god the donor of
all blessings to keep and guard their children and keep them
from sinsin and from all evil works 11767

the chambers summary of hurlbut goes to the essential
issues of this paper

the reputation of the family according to the testimony of
neighbors was of the worst kind we are told that they
avoided honest labour were intemperate and untruthful ad-
dicted to sheep stealing digging for hidden treasures etc w

responding specifically to this quoted statement william
smith s answer was brief but direct in denial and explanation
of the origin of these charges

knecht s handwritten letter aivesgiesgivesaiesalesalves 1875 as the approximate year of his
contact with william smith and the close of the manuscript p 19 of the
transcription reads my father and mother are both dead some 20 years
a statement as it relates to the last survivingsunning lucy smith harmonious with
1875

smith s underlining isis preserved inin this quotation though so irregular
that remaining quotations will ignore his underlinings all quotations from
waw1williamlliam smith and those throughout the article are modified only to the
extent of capitalization punctuation and spelling

typescript p 3 all quotations haehave been checked with the manuscript
though the typescript is a nearly perfect transcription and isis cited for con
veniencevengencevenieniencelenienceenience inin paging

ibid p 18
this quotation corresponds exactly inin the smsmithth manuscript typescript

p 6 and the only edition of chambers miscellany availableaaiaal lablelabie at ththiss writing one
undated but by reference to mormon events publpublishedshed after 1877 the many
editions of this work reaching back to the 1840 s make possible smith s use
of an earlier edition
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my statement on this subject is that the charges are false
my father s family were a peacablepeaceablepeacable quiet and a church
going people and nothing of these calumniescalum nies was ever heard
of not until after my brother joseph smith came out with
his profession as a prophet r3ra

william smith supported by informed non mormon testi-
mony gives specific recollections of daily life designed to reveal
hurlbut s charges as malicious defamation

the improvements made on this farm was first commenced
by building a log house at no small expense and at a later
date a frame house at a cost of several hundred dollars
after noticing these facts we crave the reader of this article
to judge whether there was much time for indolence or for
indulgence in immoral or intemperate habits here I1 wish
to remark that I1 never knew my ffatherather joseph smith to be
intoxicated or the worse for liquor nor was my brother joseph
smith inin the habit of drinking spiritous liquors neither
did my father s family spend their time or any portion of
their time in idle habits such was the prevaprevailingfling circum-
stances of the family connected with the want of money
and the scarcity of provisions that necessity made an im-
perativeperative demand upon every energy nerve or member of
the family for both economy and labor which this demand
had to be met with the strictest kind of industry and no
persons speaking the truth can say to the contrary

typescript p 6 the unorganized pattern of the biographical material in
william smith s answer isis a valuable insight into his historical aims and tal-
ents he is spontaneous to a fault and organized only inin intent bringing his
experiences to bear inin random fashion since he isis not characterized by care-
ful historical explanations and is careless of sequence the absence of descrip-
tions of the first vision an event of his late childhood is objectively insig-
nificantnificant cf anderson circumstantial confirmation of the first vision
BYU studies ppap 398401398 401

ibid ppap 171817 18



the dogberry papers

and the book of mormon

RUSSELL R RICH

on september 2 1829 a new paper was born in palmyra
new york bearing the following title and heading

THE REFLECTORREFLECIOR
printed and published weakly sic by
0 dogberry jun editor and proprietor

the object of the papers was to correct the morals and im-
prove the mind 1

0 dogberry was the pseudonym for a certain esquire cole
an ex justice of the peace who had obtained access on sundays
and evenings to the use of the idle E B grandin & co press
the same press which was being used to print the book of mor-
mon

vol 1 no I11 bears the september 2 1829 date and started
the first series which continued through december 16 1829
the december 22 issue began a new series and therefore
started with no I11 again price was to be 1 per series and the
issues were to be published weekly for four months

apparently rumors and gossip about the coming forth of
the book of mormon were widespread and esquire cole
who looked upon joseph as an imposter printed rather tart
comments about him and the book of mormon listed below
are some of the comments taken from vol 1

the gold bible by joseph smith junior author and pro-
prietorprietor is now in press and will shortly appear priestcraft is

short lived no 1 page 2 september 2 1829.1829

dr rich is a professor of history of religion at brigham young university
and a specialist on the schismatic groups of the restoration

the reflector new series no 4 p 29

315
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the book of mormon is expected to be ready for delivery
in the course of one year great and marvellousmarcellousmarvellous sic things
will come to pass about those days no 3 page 10 septem-
ber 16 1829.1829

three separate statements appeared in the next number
we understand that the anti masons have declared war

against the gold bible oh how impious
the number of the gold bible apostles is said to be com-

plete jo sic smith jr is about to assign to each a mission to
the heathen

some few evenings sincesince a man in the town of mendon
had a loud call to go andpreachand preach the doctrines contained in the
gold bible under heavy denunciations all from no 4 page
14 september 2523 1829.1829

the gold bible is fast gaining credit the rapid spread
of islamism was no touch to it no 5 page 18 september
30 1829.1829

the new jerusalem reflector states that the building of
the TEMPLE of NEPHI is to be commenced about the begin-
ning of the first year of the milleniummillennium thousands are already
flocking to the standard of joseph the prophet the book of
mormon is expected to astonish the natives no 6 page
22 october 6 1829.1829

gold bible
A work bearing this cognomen gold bible is now in the

press as much curiosity has been excited in this section of the
country on the subject and as the work itself will not be ready
for delivery for some months to come at the solicitation of
many of our readers we have concluded to commence publish-
ing extracts from it on or before the commencement of the
second series no 15 page 57 december 9 1829.1829

the second series of the reflector called in the masthead
new series began publication on december 22 1829 it

had been changed in size to about eight inches by ten inches
with eight pages of three columns no 1 contained nothing
about joseph smith or the book of mormon but the first page
of no 2 page 9 in the new series was filled with chapter
1 of 1 nephi and the first three verses of chapter 2 in the
current edition though it did not contain nephi s explanation
immediately under the chapter heading with the exception of
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one printing error there is only one change from the reading
in the first edition of the book of mormon 1 nephi 19 of
the present edition which reads and he beheld that his
lustre was above that of the sun at noondaynoon day is printed thus in
the reflector and he beheld that his lustre was above
that to the sun at noondaynoon day the word to being substituted
for of

on the fourth page page 1513 of this no 2 issue in an-
other article under the heading gold bible mr cole seems
somewhat softened in his attitude toward the book of mor-
mon for he wrote

we do not intend at this time to discuss the merits or
demerits of this work and feel astonished that some of our
neighbors who profess liberal principles and are probably
quite as ignorant on the subject as we are should give them-
selves quite so much uneasiness about matters that so little
concern them the book when it shall come forth before
the public it must stand or fall according to the whims and
fancies of its readers how it will stand the test of criticism
we are not prepared to say not having as yet examined many
of its pages we are however prepared to state that from
a part of the first chapter now before us and which we this
day publish we cannot discover anything treasonable or
which will have a tendency to subvert our liberties As to its
religious character we have as yet no means of determining
and if we had we should be quite loth jrsic to meddle with
the tender consciencesconsciences of our neighbors

issue no 3 of the new series was published on january
13 1830 and continued on with I11 nephi I11 in the original
edition publishing to the end of verse 15 of chapter two of
the current edition with no changes except the word thou
is misspelled though 1 I1 nephi 29 the first time it is used
thereafter it isis spelled thou verse 10 as in the official
book of Momormonrinon this much filled half of the first page
again on the fourth page page 20 there was an article un-
der the heading gold bible

we inadvertentlyinadvertantly neglected inin our remarks last week
respecting the wonderful work to accompany them with the
explanations requisite to a correct understanding of it the
appellation of gold bible isis only a cant cognomen that has
been given it by the unbelieversbelieversun for be it known that this
book as well as the sacred volume which is held so valuable
by all good christians is not without its revilers and unbelievunbelied
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ers by way of derision the true title of the work as appears
from the copyrightcopy right jicrrsic is the book of mormon com-
prising a great number of books or parts by different pri-
mary authors all of which are divided into chapters the
first isis the first book of nephi of which we gave an ex-
tract inin our last and is continued in the present number of
our paper the whole purports to be a compilation in
ancient hieroglyphics on plates said to resemble plates of
gold by one of the chosen of the lost tribes whose name
was mormon

the next part of the book of mormon that was published
was in the january 22 issue a four page unnumbered extra
the book of mormon material was not on the front page this
time but was on the third and fourth pages numbered pages
27 & 28 rather than continuing

C71
with 1 nephi 1 esquire

cole skipped over to alma 22 where he began with alma
4322 current edition and continued through verse 40 of
the same chapter just as it reads in the first edition this took
just a little over two thirds of a page and was the third and
last time that book of mormon material was quoted directly
in the reflector

As to why no further material from the book of mormon
was quoted we find the story inin the history of joseph smith
by his mother lucy mack smith 21 she does not tell us the date
but nmerely states that one sunday afternoon while the book
of mormon was being printed hyrum became worried about
the safety of the work and persuaded oliver cowdery to go
to the printing shop with him when they arrived they found
mr cole busy printing his newspaper mothemotherr smith states

upon reading the prospectus of his paper they found
that he had agreed with his subscribers to publish one form
of joe smith s gold bible each week and thereby furnish
them with the principal portion of the book inin such a way
that they would not be obliged to pay the smiths for it 3

mrs smith remembered the paper was called dogberry
paper on winter hill there never was any paper published
under this name but the editor and proprietor of the reflector
called himself 0 dogberry and occasionally inserted a note
that the paper was published at the bower on wintergreenwinter4greenagreen

acylucyucy mack smith history of joseph smith salt lake city utah book-
craft 1958 chapter 32

ibid p 164
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hill and so putting these facts partially together in her
memory many years later mother smith remembered it in-
correctly as dogberry paper on winter hill

hyrum and oliver were vigorously opposed to esquire
cole s printing of sections of the book of mormon when
cole ignored their argument that they held the copyright and
continued to print what he wanted hyrum and oliver report-
ed such to the prophet s parents joseph smith sr immediate-
ly went to harmony pennsylvania and arrived back in pal-
myra with joseph the following sunday As soon as joseph
had warmed himself he went to the printing shop where mr
cole was again working on his paper when joseph insisted
that mr cole not print anymore of the book of mormon
cole wanted to fight him but through patience and firmness
joseph and mr cole agreed to submit the matter to arbitration
where it was decided that mr cole must stop his violation of
the copyright there are probably many ramifications of the
copyright arbitration with which we are not acquainted but
one obvious one appears in the following issue of the reflector
even though esquire cole had softened his language and even
his attitude toward the book of mormon from what it was in
the first series to what it became in the new series he re-
turned to his earlier stance after his disputation with the pro-
phet joseph over his illegal use of the book of mormon he
reverted to calling the book of mormon the gold bible
which title he had said was used by revilers and unbelievunbelied
ers this is illustrated in the march 16 1830 reflector when
the following letter and editorial were printed

palmyra march 11 1830

0 dogberry esquire
dear sir when the present series of the reflector is com-

pleted you will please erase my name from your list of sub-
scribersscri bers

yours etc
luther howard

mr cole s comments concerning this letter were

we have only to regret that this little lump of anguish
who measures something more than four feet in his shoes
had not requested an immediate discontinuance as he isis the
only person of the same description our list contains it is
from the enlightened independent and liberal minded that
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we receive and expect support not ffromrom meddlesome cant-
ing or whining hypocrites it is not from a man who pro-
fesses ostentatiously to belong to a calvinistic church where
himself and the family display a profession of fine clothing
while he privately advocates the gold bible this man has
an itching to appear in print he shall be gratified we have
many communications on hand respecting this pious as well
as meddling worthy his geneva friends will not be for-
gotten

many other comments appeared in later issues of mr cole s

paper shortly after the publication of the book of mormon
they all reflect this same negative outlook as mr cole s

softened attitude was only temporary

1970 RESEARCH PROJECT

the institute of mormon studies research project for this
year will be the ohio period the findings will be pub-
lished in the spring 1971 issue of BYU studies students
research librarians and other interested persons who
would like to participate in make suggestions about or
provide information on this period of research please
write to institute of mormon studies brigham young
university provo utah 84601
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A NOTE ON THE RETURN

benton P patten

paintings are more than restful viewsviews upon walls they contain
some of the greatest commentaries our culture has for in-
stance rembrandt s pictures of the life of christ nearly eight
hundred in all which still inspire us whole schools of art
social realism pop art and other ismsiams many people wish a
painting to be as plainly read as the freeway exit sign nothing
more nothing less because they know what it is

As an artist searches deeper into his soul symbols and insights
produce unexpected views as they come into his consciousness
the reason a man continues time and time again to use seed
pods and ramshackle houses as inspiration is indicative in some
way as to the message he is trying to convey maritain said that
the artist embodies the samesame thought as the poet except that he
expresses it visually As you know some imagery in poetry is
as hard a problem to unravel as is a well done painting

this work was concerned with a particular september evening
when a boy again asked his father in heaven if he was still in
favor with him and came to symbolize the return of all
resurrected beings in this dispensation

mr patten is presently an art instructor at the utah state school for the
deaf in ogden utah







the anthon transcript
people primary sources

and problems

STANLEY B KIMBALL

of the many important and little understood events of early
church history certainly the consultation of martin harris with
professor charles anthon in new york city in february 1828
regarding the book of mormon is one of the most important
and intriguing it is also one of the earliest events of the resto-
ration which can be assessed rationally and tested the events
leading up to this visit are briefly as follows by late 1827
the story of joseph smith and the gold plates was sufficiently
well known in and around palmyra new york to have caused
great curiosity and cupidity among some of his contemporaries
in order to protect the plates and to have sufficient time and
peace of mind to commence the translation of the plates joseph
and emma moved to harmony pennsylvania about 150 miles
away where emma s parents lived

shortly thereafter a friend of the smith family martin
harris of palmyra visited him secured a handwritten copy
of some of the characters on the plates took them to new
york city for the evaluation of men of learning and returned
to relate the following to joseph smith

I1 went to the city of new york and presented the
characters which had been translated with the translation
thereof to professor anthony jicsicw a gentleman celebrated
for his literary attainments professor anthony stated that
the translation was correct more so than any he had before
seen translated from egyptian I1 then showed him those
which were not yet translated and he said that they were

dr kimball professor of history at southern illinois university at ed
wardsvillewardsville has studied widely on church origins he is also a member of the
editorial board of dialogue A journal of mormon thought

325525
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egyptian chaldeacchaldeanChaldeac jicsic assyrianassyriacAssyriac and arabacarabaca
jicsicsc and he said they were true characters he gave me
a certificate certifying to the people of palmyra that they
were true characters and that the translation of such of
them as had been translated was also correct I1 took
the certificate and put it into my pocket and was just leaving
the house when mr anthony called me back and asked
me how the young man found out that there were gold plates
in the place where he found them I1 answered that an angel
of god had revealed it unto him

he then said to me let me see that certificate I1 accord-
ingly took it out of my pocket and gave it to him when he
took it and tore it to pieces saying that there was no such
thing now as ministering of angels and that if I1 would bring
the plates to him he would translate them I1 informinformeded him
that part of the plates were sealed and that I1 was forbidden
to bring them he replied I11I cannot read a sealed book I1
left him and went to dr mitchell who sanctioned what
professor anthony had said respecting both the characters
and the translation 1

this story familiar in mormon lore raises a great many
important questions which need careful examination among
these questions are the following who was martin harris
how did he become involved with joseph smith who ad-
vised him whom to consult regarding the transcription who
were the persons with whom he did consult what were their
qualifications what was the import and significance of
their opinions what was the necessity if any of the consul-
tations how reliable is martin harris account of what tran-
spired when and how was the connection made between the
prophecy of isaiah 2911 regarding a book that is sealed
which men deliver to one that is learned how and when was
the transcript made how rapidly did the story of this remark-
able event spread was it used as a missionary tool what
is the pedigree of the so called anthon transcript in existence
today

WHO WAS MARTIN HARRIS AND

WHAT WERE HIS connections WITH JOSEPH SMITH

martin harris 178318751783 1875 was a highly respected and
well to do farmer and individual in palmyra new york at that
time prior to his trips to harmony pennsylvania and new

times and seasons vol 3 may 2 1842 p 773775 usually cited as
joseph smith 26465264 65
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york city he had resided in palmyra for over thirty five years
he had been born in easttownEasttown saratoga county new york

and had moved with his family to palmyra in 1792 when he
was nine years old we are told that as a boy joseph smith
had worked on the harris farm for fifty cents a day and that
he and harris had even wrestled together we also know that
harris was a friend of the smith family and was one of the
first individuals with whom the family shared the information
about joseph s spiritual experiences 2

just prior to joseph s move to harmony an important
meeting took place between him and martin harris whether
this meeting was by design or accident we are not sure
joseph s mother records that with a view of commencing the
work of translation and carrying it forward as speedily as cir-
cumstancescumstances would permit 3 joseph requested her to set up an
appointment for him with martin harris such a request sug-
gests that in spite of having worked for harris joseph did not
know him very well whether this appointment was ever made
and kept is not known we do know however that late in
1827 when emma s brother alva hale arrived in palmyra to
help the young couple move to harmony joseph and alva met
harris in a public house in palmyra mr harris stepped up to
joseph and said how do you do mr smith after which he
took a bag of silver from his pocket and said again here mr
smith 500050.005000 1I give this to you to do the lord s work
with 4

during this or a subsequent conversation arrangements
were apparently made for martin harris to give joseph enough
time to settle in harmony and transcribe some of the characters
whereupon harris should come to harmony and take the
characters to the east and on his way he was to call 0onn all the
professed linguists in order to give them an opportunity to
display their talents in giving a translation of the characters 15

this harris did in february 1828
it is highly unlikely that harris knew with whom to consult

in the east regarding the transcription and translation from

2for2forifor joseph s connections with harris see the millennial star vol 55
december 4 1879 p 794 the historical record vol 6 may 1887 p

218 and lucy mack smith history of the prophet joseph smith salt lake
city 1954 ppap 104105104 105 114

smith history of the prophet joseph smith p 114
ibid p 118lisils
ibid p 119
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the plates there is of course the possibility that he simply
went to new york city and inquired on the spot it is much
more probable that he sought advice in advance

there is some evidence that he returned to palmyra after
receivinoreceivingrecereceivingivino the manuscript before leaving for the east the
reverend john A clarkdarkoark 180118431801 1843 then a resident minister
in palmyra later recorded that it was early in the autumn of
1827 sic that martin harris called at my home remarking
that he had a matter to communicate that he wished to be strict-
ly confidential and showed him a few characters copied from
the plates clarkdarkoark also wrote that he was so much in earnest on
this subject that he immediately started off with some of the
manuscript smith had furnished him on a journey to new york
and washington 6 clarkdarkoark does not say whether harris requested
advice from him regarding men of learning

WHO ADVISED HARRIS ABOUT WHOM TO VISIT

two other possible sources of information are worth con-
sideringsi one was the nearby academy in canandaigua only
nine miles from palmyra the canandaigua academy one of
the oldest and best in western new york state opened in the
fall of 1796 unfortunately the early records of the academy
are very incomplete prior to 1842 so we know little about the
faculty with whom martin harris may have advised 7

another possible source of harris information was a
luther bradish bradish 178318631783 1863 a diplomat statesman
and student of languages was born in cummingtonCummington massa-
chusettschusetts but later settled in franklyn county new york brad-
ish was also well traveled for his day just before the war of
1812 in which he served as a volunteer he had visited the
west indies south america and great britain and during the
years 1820261820 26 he was sent by john quincy adams US secre-
tary of state to asia as a semiofficialsemi official agent on a special mis-
sion to the sublime porte in constantinople concerning an
american trade treaty with the ottoman empire after fin

john A clarkdarkoark gleanings by the way philadelphia 1842 ppap 222
229 apparently clark was much too busy in philadelphia to be accurate about
the date of such things

lewis C aldrich comp history of ontario county NY syracuse
189311895118931895 ppap 226228226 228 and correspondence with clyde M maffin ontario county
historian stephen A douglas was a student of the academy for three years
in the 1830 s
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ishingashing this mission during which time he learned arabic he
traveled to egypt palestine syria and europe where he spent
considerable time in the great capitolscapitals and studied assiduously
their languages manners and antiquities 8 of his sojourn in
egypt bradish himself informs us that he spent five months
there in 1821 9 during that time he happened to pass through
dendera when the french engineer jean baptiste lelorrainelorrainedelorraineLe was
engaged in the operation of preparing antiquities for removal
to france bradish carried this news to cairo where henry salt
and bernadino drovetti the english and french consuls
general in egypt at that time did all they could unsuccess-
fully to prevent Lelorraine from shipping his antiquities to
france 10 upon his return home bradish won a franklyn
county seat in the new york state assembly in albany he
held that position from 182718301827 1830

there are two independent sources stating that harris did
indeed seek the opinion and advice of bradish concerning the
transcription the first source is pomeroy tucker 180218701802 1870
founder in 1822 editor and part owner with egbert B
grandin printer of the book of mormon of the wayne
sentinel published in palmyra tucker reports that harris
sought the interpretation and bibliological scrutiny of such

scholars as hon luther bradish dr mitchell professor ant-
hon and others since tucker was a native and resident of
the area and a newspaper editor it is safe to assume that in
spite of his anti mormon bias this simple declaration of fact
is reliable especially since we have a corroborating second
source

this second source is a stastatementternent made by john H gilbert
in september 1892 an associate of both tucker and grandin

dictionary of american biography vol 2 p 568 hereafter cited as
DAB other important references to bradish will be found in the eclecticelecticElectic
vol 60 september 1863 ppap 111114111 114 and the new england historic
genealogical society memorial biographies vol 5 ppap 268276268 276

t luther bradish to unknown person november 1838 luther brad-
ish papers new york historical society

M saulnier notice sur iele voyage de at Le lorraine en egyptefgypteegypto paris
1822 ppap 45 48 since salt and Drdrovettiovett figure so prominently in the ca-
reer of antonio lebolo the discoverer of the mummies which contained
the book of abraham this reference to them inin connection with bradish isis
intriguing if not very important the most complete and recent study of the
connection between salt drovetti and lebolo and joseph smith is jay M
todd s the saga of the book of abraham salt lake city 1969

pomeroy tucker the origin rise and progress of mormonism new
york 1867 p 42
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gilbert was the chief compositor of the book of mormon
which was printed on the wayne sentinel press according to
gilbert harris stopped at albany and called on lt governor
bradish 11311212 furthermore Wthe statement by W phelps
that harris went to new york city by way of utica and
albany 13 strengthens the possibility that harris consulted
bradish about the transcription

it is entirely possible that martin harris knew bradish be-
forehand though a resident of franklyn county over 200
miles northeast of palmyra bradish did have relatives in the
palmyra area 14 it is also entirely possible that his travel ex-
periencesperiences especially those in egypt and the near east were
known to harris since few americans of that day had made
so long and so varied a foreign tour

regardless of who advised harris a more important ques-
tion is why he was directed to professor anthon and
mitchell in 1828 the main centers of learning were of

course all in the east there were five such centers har-
vard yale princeton the university of pennsylvania or what
was later called by that name and columbia college now
columbia university since the science of egyptology did not
exist inin 1828 there were no egyptologists the only scholars
in the world acquainted to any degree with the egyptian lan-
guage would have been those in the field of classical studies
in those days classicists did not limit themselves strictly to
greek and roman studies but studied most of the other ancient
civilizations as well

the chief classical scholars in the united states in 1828
were edward robinson george ticknor edward everett and
george bancroft at harvard james L kingsley and TD
woolsey at yale and anthon at columbia robinson and
woolsey however were in europe in 1828 ticknor was at that
time primarily interested in the romance languages and everett
was in politics after 1826 1015 of the remaining practicing clas
sicists inin the east during 1828 anthon was the best known

memorandum of john H gilbert esq september 8 1892 palmyra
new york typescript copy p 4 located in LDS church historian s office

eber D howe mormonism unavailedunvailed sicficsic painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio 1834 p
273213275215

in the bradish papers there are several letters connecting him with pal-
myra prior to 1828

john edwin sandys A history of classical scholarship cambridge
1908
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it seems certain then that anyone qualified to advise harris
properly would have recommended him to anthon

WHO WAS PROFESSOR ANTHON

charles anthon 178718671787 1867 was a professor of classical
studies at columbia for forty seven years from 1820 until his
death one of eight children born to dr george christian ant-
hon a german surgeon and his second wife genevieve jadot
who made their home in new york city young charles was
probably the most brilliant student who had ever attended col-
umbia college he won so many prizes and honors that to
give other students a chance his name was witheldwinheld from schol-
astic competition

at first his main interest was law but in 1820 one year
after being admitted to the bar he became adjunct professor of
greek and latin at columbia college and in 1830 was advan-
ced to professor of greek language and literature anthon was
a prolific scholar and for more than thirty years produced at
least one volume annually each of his text books passed
through several editions and for thirty years about the middle
of the nineteenth century his influence upon the study of the
classics in the united states was probably greater than that of
any other man 16

of the many extant contemporary opinions concerning ant-
hon the following are representative in an 1850 sketch of
his life edgar allan poe wrote if not absolutely the best
he is at least generally considered the best classicist in ameri-
ca As commentator he may rank with any of his day and
has evinced powers very unusual in men who devote their lives
to classical lore 17 upon his death he was eulogized in an im-
portant magazine of the day harpersharper s weekly as more widely
known in europe than any other american commentator on
classical authors 18 his obituary in the new york times of
july 30 1867 noted that his textbooks are regarded as stand-
ard authority in many schools and colleges and their repub-
licationli and extensive uses in england bear ample testimony
to the esteem in which they are held abroad

DAB vol 1 p 314

edgar allan poe the literati new york 1859 ppap 454745 47
august 17 1867 the article is illustrated with a large portrait by

matthew brady the famous civil war photographer
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anthon was a bachelor and lived in the residence wing of
the college at 7 college green and it was likely in his study
that the visit of harris took place the college was then lo-
cated one block north of the present post office and federal
building near city hall park in lower manhattan at the time
of harris visit anthon was probably working on his magnum
opus an edition of horace a study which won him his full
professorship in 1830 it is also important to note that martin
harris later related that anthon was alone at the time of the
consultation 19 this fact is important because there were no
witnesses to the event from whom we might glean more in-
formation

WHO WAS DR MITCHELL

the identification of professor anthon has provided no
difficulties the determination of who dr mitchell was is
somewhat more complicated the dictionary of american bi-
ographyography a comprehensive and reliable source of american
biography lists three mitchels and thirty two mitchells among
them are several who could possiblypossibpossiely have been this dr mitch-
ell the most likely candidates are

1 nehumbehum mitchell 176718531767 1853 american jurist born
in massachusetts 2 samuel augustus mitchell 170218681702 1868
american geographer born in bristol connecticut who settled
in philadelphia where he prepared textbooks maps and geo-
graphic manuals and 3 stephen mix mitchell 174318351743 1835
american jurist and legislator born in wethersfieldWethers field conn-
ecticut member continental congress 178317881783 1788 US senator
179317951793 1795 chief justice connecticut supreme court 1801-
1818

unfortunately martin harris never referred to this learned
man except as dr mitchell references to him in church his-
tory are scanty and sometimes vague one suggests that he
was a certain dr samuel mitchell another states he may have
been a dr mitchell of philadelphia both writers were ap-
parentlyparently thinking of samuel augustus mitchell mentioned
above others refer to him as samuel 1I mitchell and sam-
uel E mitchell

from a statement by david B dille a one time missionary in england
who had interviewed harris in the Milnilniimillenialmillemalmillennialleniallemal star vol 21 september 1853
p 545
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however a non mormon writer who is well qualified to
shed some light on the subject rules out all the above candi-
dates this writer is professor anthon himself in two of his
letters one dated february 17 1834 to mr E D howe of
painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio and the other dated april 3 1841 to rev
T W coit rector of trinity church new rochelle west
chester county new york we find the following statements
in the howe letter anthon wrote

some years ago a plain and apparently simpleheartedsimple hearted
farmer called on me with a note from dr mitchell of our
city now deceased italics minelmine requesting me to decypher

sic if possible the paper which the farmerfanner would hand
me 20

this would fix the date of dr mitchell s death sometime be-
tween 1828 and 1834 all of the previously mentioned mitch-
ells died after 1834 in the coit letter anthon wrote

many years ago the precise date I1 do not now recollect
a plain looking countryman called upon me with a letter from
dr samuel L mitchell italics mine21

neither the dictionary of american biography nor long
worths directory of the city of new york 1828291828 29 however
list a samuel L mitchell the latter lists a samuel mitchell
who was a lampmaker obviously not dr mitchell this same
directory however does indicate a samuel L mitchill MD
living at 47 white street research revealed that in 1828 a
samuel latham mitchill MD was a vice president of rutgers
medical college in lower manhattan we also know that this
dr mitchill was in new york city during february 1828 for
on february 16 of that year dr mitchill delivered in the
city hall an address on the late thos addis emmet 22 this
dr mitchill born 1776 died in 1831 and thereby complies
with the death before 1834 of dr mitchell as mentioned
above in anthon s letter to howe he also resided in new
york city as did the dr mitchell mentioned in the same
letter

howe mormonism unavailedunvailed ppap 270272270 272
even though this letter was first published by coit in the church re-

cord vol 1 flushing new york april 24 1841 ppap 231232231 232 the usual
source is given as the 1842 reprint of the letter in clarksdarks gleanings ppap 233-
238 the two printingspaintingsprintings are identical

J N phelps stokes the iconography of manhattan island 149819091498 1909
new york p 1675 emmett was a famous irish lawyer



334

samuel latham mitchill was of quaker parentage the son
of robert and mary latham mitchill of north hemstead
long island new york his early studies were in the classics
after receiving his medical and scientific training in new
york and edinburgh he was appointed to the chair of natural
history chemistry and agriculture at columbia college in 1792
he was a man of many talents and much energy in addition
to teaching he was twice in the US house of representatives
180118041801 1804 and 18101815181018131810 18151813 a senator from 180418091804 1809 professor
college of physicians and surgeons in new york 180718261807 1826
and an organizer and a vice president of rutgers medical
college during its brief existence 18261850182618301826 18501830 23

first last and always mitchill was a promoter of science
he has been called the nestor of american science he
was a member of dozens of scientific and scholarly societies
and wrote scores of learned books pamphlets articles etc
on a multitude of subjects his contemporaries described him
both as a living encyclopedia and a chaos of knowledge

although all mormon and many non mormon references
to the good doctor spell the name mitchell rather than mitchill
this writer is satisfied that the shadowy dr mitchell is in
reality samuel L mitchill this problem of the spelling of the
name need not be confusing the two names sound very much
alike mitchell being the much more common spelling 2421

HOW VALID WAS THE ANTHON MITCHELL commentary
now for the most important question how valid was the

testimony of anthon and mitchill respecting the transcription
and translation of ancient nephite egyptian records accord-
ing to martin harris dr anthon said that the translation was
correct more so than any he had before seen translated from
the egyptian dr mitchill is reported to have sanctioned
what professor anthon had said it is important that we real-
ize that even though the statement of martin harris is now
contained in the pearl of great price joseph smith was only
reporting what martin harris said happened and was not necesfeces

see article on him in DAB vol 1513 p 71
thehe famous scientists biographer has noted the misspelling of the

name means little as few people either then or now spell mitchillsmitchielsMitchills namenarne
correctly courtney robert hall A scientist in the early republic samuel
latham mitchillmifchillafitchillMif chill new york 1934 p 104.104 it seems conclusive then that the
dr mitchell was really dr samuel L NEtdetbetmitchillchill
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harilysarily vouching for what dr anthon and dr mitchill reput-
edly had said

there are at least three possible interpretations of the mar-
tin harris statement regarding his visit with dr s anthon and
mitchill

the first is that martin harris fabricated the whole story
but this is hardly tenable he was skeptical in the first place
that is why he went to new york city and he certainly had
nothing to gain by falsifying evidence to support the almost
fantastic story of the impoverished and persecuted prophet if
martin harris was thinking about making money from the
book of mormon it was not necessary for him to have gone
to the trouble and expense of visiting new york city

the second is that dr s anthon and mitchill made up their
stories or at least pretended knowledge that they did not have
this is unfortunately not too difficult to believe the learned
are prone to pontificate anthon s interest in the matter may
have gone deeper did he wish to share some of the wealth
and fame that exploitation of the golden plates might bring
this is possible for the book of mormon itself says and
the learned shall say bring hither the book and I1 will read
them and now because of the glory of the world and to get
gain will they say this and not for the bgloryalory of god 12525

however a third interpretation that anthon and mitchill
merely recognized the characters as some form of egyptian and
so stated this I1 believe is most probable many books had been
published by 1828 containing facsimilies of egyptian characters
and anthon and mitchill could easily have been acquainted
with at least the appearance of the various styles of egyptian
writing whatever they said respecting the correctness of the
translations cannot be taken too seriously even a reincarnated
egyptian could not have translated the characters because the
reformed egyptian had been so changed that none other

people knoweth our language 26 it is entirely possible of
course that they said nothing at all about the translation but
only remarked that the transcription was correct for in 1828
neither anthon mitchill nor anyone else in the world for that
matter had seen much translated from the egyptian it is not
difficult to understand how a man of harris background could

2522 nephi 2715162715 16
mormon2mormon 934
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have mistaken transcription for translation perhaps harris was
so intent on fulfilling a scriptural prophecy that he heard only
what he wanted to hear certainly any notion that he had been
an instrument in god s hands in fulfilling prophecy would
have helped convince him that he should sell his farm and
finance the publication of the book of mormon

the simple supposition however that anthon and mitchill
were able to recognize various styles of egyptian writing is

nothing very remarkable or important and certainly no evid-
ence that they were in any position to say that either the trans-
lation or transcription was correct we must go deeper than
this to place any weight on their judgment two standard
ways of deepening such an investigation are an examination of
the nachlasseNach lasse or literary remains and the publications of a
given individual

in the case of dr mitchill aside from the above mentioned
facts that he was in his youth a student of the classics and
had at least a reading ability of several languages no other
possible evidence of a competence in egyptian studies has come
to light his biographer mentions nothing his papers in the
east hampton free library and elsewhere reveal nothing
and a ten page bibliography of his writings indicates he never
published anything regarding any language it appears then
that mitchill could have given harris only a very superficial
opinion regarding the transcript

in respect to anthon fortunately we have more to investi-
gate while there is nothing germane to this study in his papers
at cornell university 27 a study of his publications is most re-
warding we have noted that he produced many volumes and
was considered the principal classical bookmaker of his time 2821

most of this enormous output was however after february
1828 and therefore of little help in evaluating anthon s

acquaintance with the egyptian language in 1828 but one
very significant book was published in 1825 and went through
six or more editions by 1828 in fact this was the book that
established anthon s reputation as one of the foremost classi
cistscasts in america the work was A classical dictionary by
john lempriere first published 1788 corrected and im-
proved by charles anthon

aletter2letterletter of herbert finch curator and archivist comellcornell university to
author november 13 1969

sandys A history of classical scholarship vol 3 p 466
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our interest in lempriere s work is not important it is to
the four thousand anthon additions to the dictionary men-
tioned in the preface that we now turn our attention 29 be-
cause they may be used legitimately as a criterion of anthon s

learning and acquaintance with various subjects but in which
of anthon s four thousand added subjects are we interested
and which have value in determining anthon s acquaintance
with egyptian reading through his reference to egypt is
most disappointing it isis only a short geographic sketch of the
country in the preface however anthon states the articles
on which the most labour has been bestowed are the following

memnonium nilus pyramides thebaetheban
turning to these and other entries in this classical dictionary
we find anthon referring to many writers and authorities in-
cluding bruce davison montagu salt belzoni lacroselabroseLacrose
denon jablonski and mannertbannertMannert he also cites champollionChampollion s
11 elaborate treatise on hieroglyphics of egyptegypt3030 definite evi-
dence that anthon was aware of the early works of the french
scholar jean francois champollionChampollion 179018321790 1832 the greatest
student of the egyptian language of the period and the man
upon whose work much of subsequent advance in egyptology
was made anthon does not identify the exact title of this book
by champollionCham pollion but the latter had written only one book by
1827 that could fit the above description his famous precis duA
systemedsystemesystme hieroglyphiquehliroglyphiqueHieroglyphique sesdesdesaes ancientsanciens egyptiansegyptienspgyptiens paris 1824
the writer has been successful in locating anthon s copy of the
precis at cornell university hopefully I1 searched it for
marginalia in any way connected with harris visit but nothing
was found only anthon s signature on the flyleaf

HARRIS sufficiently CONVINCED

such is the story of the harris anthon mitchill encounter
in spite of the limited ability of anthon and mitchill or any-
one else in the world at that time to pronounce judgment on
the transcription and despite the ridicule of anthon regarding
the story of angels and the destruction of anthon s certificate
harris was sufficiently convinced to go into debt and devote his
full time to the support of the young prophet As soon as pos

john lempriere A classical dictionary corrected and improved by
charles anthon sixth american edition new york 1827 p vi

oidoldibidbid p 480
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sible probably in april harris went to harmony and served
as joseph s scribe until june 14 1828 31

A year later in june 1829 his faithfulness and support
earned him the privilege of becoming one of the three witn-
esses to the book of mormon in fayette new york whence
joseph smith had moved in 1829 at the generous and friendly
invitation of david whitmer a friend of oliver cowdery who
succeeded harris as joseph s scribe inin the work of translating
the book of mormon the following august harris mortgaged
his farm to guarantee the 3000 necessary to print 5000 copies
of the book of mormon which was finally published in pal-
myra during march 1830 the church was organized april 6
of that year and martin was one of the first to be baptized

HOW RELIABLE IS harrisaccountHARRIS ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED

As far as the official account published in 1842 as noted
above of what transpired it must be carefully noted again that
joseph smith is not vouching for what harris said he is

simply reporting what harris told him since there were no
witnesses to the event we have only the many statements of
martin harris and two statements from anthon to go on

that the event took place pretty much as harris reported it
is substantiated by anthon s previously cited letters to howe
and coit 32 much has been made of the fact however that
these two letters which are very critical of the mormonscormonsMormons insist
that the paper contained anything else but egyptian hiero-
glyphics and they are widely quoted by anti mormon writers
why should harris story be accepted above that of the pro-

by this date he had transcribed 116 pages of foolscap with considerable
misgivings joseph smith allowed harris to take these pages back to palmyra
to show his wife somehow the material was lost or stolen with the result that
both joseph and martin were severely chastizedchastised by the lord and for some time
joseph was not allowed to contcontinuenue translating thereafter either emma smith
or oliver cowdery served as scribe to the prophet apparently harris had
little connection with joseph smith until a year later when he became one of
the three witnesses to the book of mormon

since anthon lived for twenty years after the publication of the second
letter and since there is no recorded denial of his letters having been forged
or misquoted we may assume even though we do not have the original let-
ters that he did actually write them a fact which proves that the interview
did indeed take place should further evidence be desired one could cite henry
drisler A commemorative discourse new york city 1868 since this
booklet is really a short biography of anthon written immediately after his
death the reference in it appp 212221 22 to the howe letter should settle any
doubt regarding the interview having taken place and the letter having been
written
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fessor one good reason is that the two letters contain glaring
inconsistencies 33 aside from anthon s acknowledged brilliance
the sources reveal him as also a rather crochetycrocherycrochety bachelor a
pettrypeltry taskmaster with no outside interest and a man of no
religious association the two letters were not written by the
detached scholar but by an uncritical emotional man trying to
rid himself of any connection with people he did not and could
not understand

As far as the truthfulness of the harris statements concern-
ing what occurred we have no evidence whatsoever beyond his
character richard L anderson has done extensive research on
harris life in palmyra and has proved that none of his towns-
men exceeded his established reputation as a responsible and
honest individual and that during his almost 40 years resi-
dence in palmyra he was admired for his integrity 34

the integrity of harris can further be substantiated by the
facts that though his connections with joseph smith cost him
money his domestic tranquility and brought upon him much
ridicule that in spite of having been severely censored for
losing the first 116 pages of the book of mormon manuscript
that after the trials of kirtland his mind became darkened
to the extent that he was formally excommunicated in december
1837 that he remained in ohio after the church left for
missouri illinois and finally for the valley of the great salt
lake that he eventually joined various other churches includ-
ing the strangitestrengiteStrangite for which he did some missionary work in
england in 1846 and that he was pilloried in the elders
journal of august 1838 as a lacky beneath contempt
and also in the millennial star an official church publication
in england on november 15 1846 in an article entitled
sketches of notorious characters and described as one hav-

ing yielded to the spirit and temptation of the devil and a
bitter enemy 11 of joseph smith that despite all this there is

no record of his ever having denied his testimony to the truth

both letters are reprinted in full with analysis in B H roberts A com-
prehensiveprebensivefive history of the church of iffusjesuslesus christ of latterlaitey day saints salt
lake city 1930 vol 1 ppap 102109102 109 and also in francis W kirkham A
new witness for christ in america special fourth edition salt lake city
1967 vol 1 ppap 414422414 422

richard lloyd anderson martin harris the honorable new york
farmer the improvement era vol 72 no 2 february 1969 ppap 18 21
see also the same author s tlethetheile certainty of the skeptical witness the im-
provementprovement era vol 72 no 3 march 1969 ppap 626762 67
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guiness of the book of mormon and his experiences connected
with it

while it can be argued that the foregoing reveals instabili-
ty in harris character the fact remains that not only did he not
try to rid himself of the stigmata of being a deluded person
and a religious fanatic or strike back at his critics in the mor-
mon camp but he continued to his death to affirm his testi-
mony he was interviewed many times on the subject before
and after his disaffection and always told the same story this
is impressive evidence of his inner conviction of the reality of
his various spiritual experiences connected with the book of
mormon

once the background of this whole incident is explored
and assessed we are still left with some nagging questions
among which are what was the meaning and significance of
the event would the restoration have been significantly
altered in any way if the harris anthon incident had never
taken place since as will be shown the incident apparently
did not become an important missionary tool and was not
especially trumpeted abroad to impress investigators this author
does not think the incident had any great practical value
especially when we conclude as we must that the opinions of
anthon and mitchill were not conclusive in any way

the standard answer regarding the why and purpose of the
harris anthon incident is that it was necessary to fulfill the
prophecies of isaiah and nephi 35 such an answer however
is really begging the question for then one must ask why the
prophecies were made in the first place it could be argued
that the proheciesprophecies represent nothing more than the fact that
god rewarded two faithful servants with a glimpse of the
future and that these two men dared not leave unrecorded
such a vision

2 nephi 2715182715 18 but behold it shall come to pass that the lord god
shall say unto him to whom he shall deliver the book take these words
which are not sealed and deliver them to another that he may show them unto
the learned saying read this I1 pray thee and the learned shall say bring
hither the book and I1 will read them and the man shall say I1 cannot
bring the book for it is sealed
isaiah 2911 and the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a
book that is sealed which men deliver to one that is learned saying read this
I1 pray thee and he saith I1 cannot for it is sealed
B H roberts went no deeper than this interpretation and even as profound
a thinker as orson pratt pursued the question no further in his divine authorit-
y of the book of mormon liverpool 1850 as reprinted in orson pratespratts
works salt lake city 1945 vol 1 ppap 107289107 289 especially ppap 271279271 279
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perhaps the real reason behind the event lies in an
ecclesiastical imperative that through sufficient witnesses to

truth mankind will be left without excuse for having rejected
god s word that such a divine imperative exists is suggested
by many scriptures among the most clear being that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be establish-
ed and in the mouth of as many witnesses as seemethseebeth him
good will he establish his word matt 1816 and 2 nephi
2714 according to oliver cowdery the angel moroni told
joseph smith that the scripture isaiah and nephi must
be fulfilled before it is translated which says that the word of
a book which were sealed were presented to the learned for
thus has god determined to leave man without excuse
italics minemine30 apparently moroni was the source of the belief

that prophecy was about to be fulfilled and apparently this
1835 publication was the first public statement to that effect

joseph s mother adds a little to our understanding of this
she records that in reference to joseph s preparation prior to
translation the first step that he was instructed to take in
regard to this work was to make a facsimile of some of the
characters which were called reformed egyptian and to send
them to some of the most learned men of this generation and
ask them for a translation thereof 37

turning from the philosophy and rationale of the event
itself let us now consider the concrete results to what use was
this unique incident put how was the story disseminated
the story spread undramatically by word of mouth through
newspapers periodicals at least one tract and by books martin
harris told the story in palmyra immediately after he re-
turned from new york city by 1840 missionaries had carried
the story to new rochelle new york and to england before
1849 at least four newspapers carried the story between 1829

in a series of letters published in the messenger and advocate in 1834 and
1835 from oliver cowdery to W W phelps especiaspeciespeciallyallyaily in the fourth letter
of february 1835 cowdery claims that he had the help of joseph smith in the
preparation of the letters such a claim lends authority to these letters A simi-
lar statement is made by edward stevenson reminiscences of the prophet joseph
salt lake city 1893 ppap 282928 29 it was manifested to the prophet that a

facsimile of characters must be copied and sent to the most learned professors
of the country and that martin harris should be the bearer of them

smith history of the prophet joseph p 114 martin harnisharrisharrns claimed that
the lord had shown him that he must go to new york with some of the
characters paul R cheesman an analysis of the accounts relating
joseph smith s early visions unpublished master s thesis brigham young
university 1965 p 131
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and 1831 the first book to mention the incident was published
in 1834 in 1840 two denominational journals carried the story
also in 1840 the first semiofficialsemi official church reference to the
matter was made in a tract in 1842 the story was officially re-
leased by the church in nauvoo and liverpool england be-
tween 1842 and 1890 at least nine books made mention of it
and in 1844 the first reproduction of the anthon transcript
and the first published reference to the connection between the
event and the prophecy of isaiah appeared As has been noted
above the incident was even mentioned in a commemorative
discourse following the death of anthon

more or less chronologically these references to the con-
sultationsul tation are as follows we have already cited above what
harris reported to joseph smith in harmony harris related the
incident to at least two citizens of palmyra john H gilbert
recorded that martin returned from his trip east satisfied that
joseph was a little smarter than professor anthon 38 the
rev T A clarkdarkoark in palmyra wrote that after his return he
came to see me again and told me that among others he had
consulted prof anthon who thought the characters in which
the book was written very remarkable but he could not decide
what language they belonged to 39 harris was also an ener-
getic missionary for the church he and his brother elmer
baptized a hundred converts by 1833 40 it is difficult to imagine
that both martin and his brother did not relate the experiences
in new york city it might also be well to point out that
after martin harris became one of the three witnesses and
saw the plates and the angel moroni he tended to stress this
remarkable experience more than the visit with anthon and
mitchill

perhaps the first newspaper account is in the palmyra free-
man august 1829 but this is known only through a quotation
reprinted in the rochester advertiser and telegraph of august
31 1829 so blindly enthusiastic was harris that he took
some of the characters interpreted by smith and went in search
of someone besides the interpreter who was learned enough
to english them but all of whom he applied among the num-
ber was professor mitchell of new york happened not to be

gilbert memorandum p 4
clarkdarkoark gleanings p 229
andersonandersenanderson the certainty of the skeptical witness p 63
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possessed of sufficient knowledge to give satisfaction 41 about
a week later the rochester gem of september 5 1829 reported
the incident as follows harris states that he went in search
of someone to interpret the hieroglyphics but found no one was
intended to perform that all important task but smith him-
self 4212

some time later the canandaigua new york morning
courier and enquirer of september 1 1831 reported the in-
cident

harris with several manuscripts in his pocket went to the
city of new york and called upon one of the professors of
columbia college for the purpose of showing them to him
harris says that the professor thought them very curious
but admitted that he could not decipher them said he to
harris mr harris you had better go to the celebrated dr
mitchell and show them to him he is very learned in these
ancient languages and I1 have no doubt he will be able to give
you some satisfaction harris says that the doctor looked
at his engravings made a learned dissertation on them
compared them with the hieroglyphics discovered by cham
pollion in europe and set them down as a language of a
people formerly in existence in the east but now no more 4313

the first known reference to this incident in book form
was made in 1834 by eber D howe in his publication
mormonism unavailedunvailed sicsic howe after serving in the
war of 1812 became a printer s apprentice in buffalo new
york on the buffalo gazette in 1817 he moved to cleveland
and in 1822 removed to nearby painesvillegainesvillePainesville or nine miles from
kirtland to start his own newspaper the gainesvillepainesvillePainesville telegraph
which he edited until 1835 thereafter though his brother took
over the paper he remained in painesvillegainesvillePainesville for many years en-
gaged in the printing business and the manufacture of woolen
goods 44

howe s interest in mormonism probably originated from
the missionary activities of parley P pratt in and around men-
tor ohio in october november 1830 which resulted inin the

As cited in kirkham A neunew witness vol 1 p 151
leid12ibidibid p 152

for this newspaper article in full see james gordon bennett s 1831
report on the mormonitesMormo nites by leonard J arrington in this special issue of
BYU studies apparently anthon did compare the transcript with the prints
in his copy of champollionChampollion s prcisprecisarcis

eber D howe autobiography and recollections of aa pioneer printer
painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio 1878
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conversion of pratt s friend sidney rigdon a campbellite
minister most of his congregation and the establishment of a
small branch in mentor which was not far from painesvillegainesvillePainesville
shortly thereafter on january 11 1831 howe wrote to
william wines phelps for answers to some enquires touching
the origin of mormonism 40 phelps 179218721792 1872 born
in new jersey had been active in new york politics edited a
newspaper was in 18511831 a printer in canandaigua near pal-
myra and was seriously investigating mormonism

the probable reason howe chose to write to phelps was
that the latter was a fellow printer near the place of origin of
mormonism or it may be however that howe learned of
phelps from sidney rigdon since prior to january 11 1831
rigdon and phelps had discussed mormonism for ten hours 46

in any event on january 15 phelps answered howe reporting
among other things that when the plates were said to have
been found a copy of one or two lines of the characters were
taken by mr harris to utica albany and new york at new
york they were shown to dr mitchell and he referred to
professor anthon who translated and declared them to be the
ancient shorthandshort hand egyptian 47 phelps had apparently heard
this story or had read about it in the various newspaper accounts
cited above

after the mormonscormons moved into the kirtland area during
early 1831 howe reported on their activities and recorded in
his autobiography all their vain babblingsbabblings and pretensions
were pretty strongly set forth and noticed in the columns of
the telegraph 48 these articles became the basis of his book
mormonism unavailedunvailed it was inin the preparation of this book
that howe decided on february 9 1834 to write to anthon
and took the liberty to inform mr anthon of the vile use that
was made of his name in the country and to request of him a
statement of the facts respecting it 49 anthon obviously in-
censed by what howe reported answered him immediately in
the above cited letter

howe mormonism unavailedunvailed p 273
ag1gibid p 274

ibid p 273
howe autobiography p 44 this autobiography reveals a man incapable

of interpreting sensitively the restoration and one who would have considered
it as vainvalnvainvaln babblingsbabb lings up to the age of 40 1838 he found it easier to
concureconcurs in the opinion of others he then became a skeptic and finally an
adherent of modern spiritualism appp 4445.444544 45

49howe mormonism unavailedunvailed p 270
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the first semiofficialsemi ofofficialficialfacial mormon account of this event is con-
tained in a missionary tract written by orson pratt one of the
original twelve apostles in 1840 in liverpool england he
wrote that

a few of the original characters were accurately transcribed
and translated by smith which with the translation were
taken by a gentleman by the name of martin harris to the
city of new york where they were presented to a learned
gentleman of the name of anthon who professed to be ex-
tensivelytensively acquainted with many languages both ancient and
modemmodern he examined them but was unable to decipher them
correctly but he presumed that if the original records could
be brought he could assist in translating them 50

in 1841 we get some idea of how the harris anthon inci-
dent was being spread slowly by word of mouth and by mis-
sionariessionaries in september 1841 the times and seasons in nauvoo
printed a letter from charles W wandell 181918751819 1875 a
new york convert then laboring as a missionary in new ro-
chelle new york in this letter written july 27 elder wandell
reports that

the episcopal DD TW coitecoitjcoitcolt at this place had the curi-
osity to write to professor C anthon of new york to know
if our statement concerning the words of the book were
correct professor anthon answered him by letter with permis-
sion to publish it which he did you will find it in a periodi-
cal entitled the church record vol 1I no 22 51

wandell then added an extract from this letter

this is the best and earliest reference we have regarding
the use missionaries made of the anthon harris story accord-
ing to coit some of the mormonscormons in new rochelle were
claiming the patronage of professor anthon s name in behalf
of their notions landand he took the liberty to state the fact
to him and ask in what possible way they had contrived to
associate him with themselves 5212 the reverend dr thomas
winthrop coit 1803180518851803188518051803 1885 an episcopal clergyman and au-
thor of several learned theological works was at that time

183918491839 1849 rector of trinity church in new rochelle and

orson5orsonborson pratt an interesting account of several remarkableRemark lible visions and
of the late discovery of ancient american records new york city 1841
ppap 676 7

times and seasons vol 2 september 5 1841 ppap 544545544 545
coit the church record p 231 see also clark gleanings p 232
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thereafter professor of church history at trinity college hart-
ford connecticut 53

in 1842 there were at least four published references to
the harris anthon visit including clarkdarkoark s gleanings and dan-
niel P kidder s mormonism and the cormonsmormonsMormons by far the most
important however was in the may 2 issue of the times and
seasons which contained the fourth installment of what was
then called church history cited above the chief sig-
nificancenificance of this publication was that it was the first official
reference to the event it is rather strange that the prophet
waited fourteen years to publish the story no mention what-
ever was made to the incident in the morning and evening star

1832341832 34 the latter day saints messenger and advocate 1834-
36 or in the elders journal 183758185758183738.1837381837 38 that same year the
story was reprinted in the millennial star in october as the

history of joseph smith
in late 1844 two important dimensions to the anthon story

are added the first publication of what the transcript looked
like and the first explicit allusion to the event having been
a fulfillment of isaiah 2911122911 12 this information was present-
ed to the public in two ways by newspaper and by placard
on saturday december 2211 samuel brannan the presiding
elder of the branch in new york city and publisher and editor
of a semiofficialsemi official church publication the prophet published
in this newspaper a three line reproduction of the anthon
transcript with no introductory remarks or any indication of
source this illustration was printed under a headline reading
the stick of joseph taken from the hand of ephraim he

then added that the following is a correct copy of the
characters taken from the plates which the book of mormon
was translated from the same that was taken to professor
mitchell and afterwards to professor anthon of new york
by martin harris in the year 1827 sic in fulfillment of isaiah
2911122911 12 the quotation was given in full

although brannan gave no source or any further informa-
tion about this illustration of the stick of joseph we can
divine its probable origin sometime prior to december 1844
probably earlier in the same year someone printed a black

DAB robert bolton history of the protestant episcopal church in the
county of westchester new york 1855 p 481 trinity church new
rochelle N Y 168819381688 1938 new rochelle new york 1938 ppap 9109 10
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and gold placard titledtided the stick of joseph taken from the
hand of ephraim A correct copy of the characters taken from
the plates of the book of mormon was translated from
the same that was taken to professor anthon of new york
by martin harris in the year 1827 sic in fulfillment of isaiah
2911122911 12 since the wording and the three lines of the tran-
script printed in the prophet on december 12 are almost identi-
cal with that printed on the black and gold placard it seems
more than likely that this placard was the source of brannan s

story in the prophet 5

very little however is known about the provenance of the
placard we conclude of course that it existed before decem-
ber 21 1844 and from the only extant copy known in the LDS
church historian s office we learn the following from what
is written on its back there is the signature of mrs hyrum
smith who died in 1852 and a statement 1844 placard
stick of joseph this was formerly owned by hyrum smith
and sent to the historian s office march 22 1860 by his son
joseph fielding smith one obvious assumption would be
that it was printed in nauvoo on the times and seasons press
but preliminary comparison of the fonts indicates that it was
not

now to the questions regarding the fate of the urtext or
original copy of the transcript and the pedigree of the transcript
in possession of the reorganized latter day saints church
today hereafter cited as the RLDS transcript about the
first question we know almost nothing harris probably kept
his copy for many years but there is nothing known about what
he finally did with it As we shall soon note many years later
david whitmer claimed to have the original transcript there
isis unfortunately no additional evidence for this claim the
situation is further complicated by a statement of the prophet s

mother that mrs martin harris obtained a copy of the charac-
ters her husband took to new york city puntil3 until5until new informa-
tion is brought forth about the final disposition of the original
transcript and the alleged second copy we can only deepen
the study of the RLDS transcript and its background

according to the RLDS church the paper itself is old and
of the same quality and appearance of the paper of the book

all subsequent issues of the prophet were searched for further informa-
tion regarding the stick of joseph but none was found

smith history of joseph smith p 121
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of mormon manuscript and of early revelations manuscripts
undoubtedly made before 1833 while such an observation
is helpful it is by no means conclusive until an expert in
diplomatics is called in and paper and ink tests are run 57 we
must concentrate on the pedigree of the document

the RLDS transcript was given to the church in 1903 by
the heirs of david whitmer fifteen years after his death in
1888 the first account of whitmer s possession of this docu-
ment was made by edward stevenson later a member of the
first presidency of seventies who visited whitmer in 1871
and made a copy of the documentdocument9documents9 later the march 25 1881
edition of the richmond missouri conservator reported that
whitmer had the original transcript a claim which whitmer
made again in 1887 when hebe wrote 1 I have in my possession
the original paper containing some of the characters tran-
scribed from one of the golden plates which paper martin
harris took to professorprofessor anthon of new york 60 in 1884
a committee of the RLDS church conversed with whitmer
and were shown the transcript unfortunately we lack any fur-
ther information regarding how when or why whitmer ac-
quired this document though inconclusive it is of interest to
note that martin harris neither confirmed nor denied whit-
mer s claim

reasoning by analogy we can surmise a little about the
transcript from the wandering of one of the two manuscript
copies of the book of mormon translation As protection
against loss or theft while it was being printed joseph smith
had oliver cowdery make a copy of the translation which
copy cowdery later kept in his possession joseph smith
placed the original translation in the cornerstone of the nauvoo

from a letter of frederick M smith may 9 1941 to john A widtsoe
as cited in kirkham A new witness vol 1 p 176

170fof course even such an examination would not be conclusive for it is
quite possible to have either a genuine document containing false information
or a faked document with true information this is just one otof the many rea-
sons why god prefers to work through faith rather than knowledge facts and
knowledge are often debatable a private testimony is not

the donation was probably made by whitmer s grandson george
schweich of richmond missouri there is some evidence that the RLDS tran-
script or some copy of it or the original transcript was in the possession of a
william evarts benjamin of new york city around 1901 see 1I woodbridge
riley the founder of mormonism new york 1902 p 80

thishis he published in 1893 in his reminiscences of joseph smith
david whitmer an address to all believers inin christ richmond mo

1938 reprint p 12
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house in october 1841 where it was subsequently nearly de-
stroyed by waterwater6161 after the death of cowdery in march
1850 his copy of the translation went to his friend and fellow
witness david whitmer in 1903 his heirs sold it to the
RLDS church where it remains to this day for many years
whitmer believed that his copy of the translation was the
original in 1878 however orson pratt and joseph F smith
proved to him that he really had the cowdery copy 62 this is

important for if whitmer was mistaken about his copy of the
book of mormon translation it is equally possible that he was
mistaken about the originality of the anthon transcript he
claimed to have

OBSCURITY OF SOURCES

since we know nothing about how whitmer acquired his
copy of the transcript we are free to assume that perhaps martin
harris felt that the transcript ought to be kept together with
the cowdery copy of the book of mormon translation and at
some time gave the transcript either to cowdery or to
whitmer there is no evidence that he gave it back to joseph
smith to be deposited in the cornerstone of the nauvoo house
there is always the possibility too that what eventually came
into whitmer s hand was the alleged second copy or even
a copy of a copy

one interesting and possibly very meaningful detail about
the RLDS transcript is the word Charcharactersactors written across
the top four students of early church history RD webb
ariel crowley dean jessee of the LDS church historian s off-
ice and the anti mormon writer 1I woodbridge riley think
that this word is in the hand of joseph smith if so the
authenticity of the RLDS transcript would be strengthened
greatly

for the time being however we must face the conclusion
that the three primary sources of the anthon transcript the

richard howard church historian of the RLDS church refers to these
two manuscripts as the D MS dictated manuscript and the E MS emendedemenderemended
manuscript which was used by the printer in the 1880 s L C bidamon sec-
ond husband of emma smith opened the cornerstone and divided what was
left of the D MS between the LDS and RLDS churches only pages 3223 22 plus
fragments exist today in salt lake city those pages giengivenglen the RLDS church
disintegrated long ago see richard P howard restoration scalscrlscripturesptures A siudystudysindy
of their textual development independence mo 1969

joseph fielding smith the original manuscript of the book of mor-
mon the improvement era vol 10 june 1907 ppap 572576572 576
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1844 placard the 1844 newspaper story and the RLDS tran-
script are all equally obscure until we learn more about the
origin of any of them we are in no position to say definitely
that any of them is original a near contemporary copy of the
original or a spurious invention to give credence to the book
of mormon story

circumstantial evidence however including the fact that
there is a high degree of similarity of the characters on the three
sources suggests that all three are at least closely related to the
unknown original and new information about one will aid in
our understanding of the others

OTHER considerations
it is beyond the scope of this paper to say much about the

characters over the years however suggestions and attempts
have been made to indicate and prove that the characters are
some form of egyptian meso american or even phoenician
the strongest argument that can be made for the ingenious and
pioneering efforts of those who favor the egyptian origin of
the characterscharacters0303 is the definite resemblance of the RLDS tran-
script characters to egyptian characters but this does not prove
that the transcript is authentic that the characters make con-
nected thought or are egyptian indeed twelve almost half
of our english latin characters appear in the cyrillic alphabet
but this fact never has given and never will give anyone insight
whatsoever into or understanding of russian serbian or bul-
garian also it must be pointed out that there are so many
variant hieratic and derndemoticotic characters that the affinity of
many other writing systems with egyptian could probably be
proved

if the case for the transcript characters being egyptian in
origin appears less than absolute it is nonetheless infinitely
stronger than any of the other arguments the only basis for
the characters being somehow connected with meso american
scripts is of course that since some pre columbian peoples
were descended from some book of mormon peoples it would
not be totally unreasonable to expect some connections between
their manners of writing 64 the most far out explanation how

see the works of R C webb ariel crowley and two RLDS commen-
tators harvey siebel and paul M hanson

see studies by augustus le plongeonplongeronPlongeon crowley welby W ricks jose 0
davila and especially carl hugh jones
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ever of the transcript characters is that of a phoenician
origin 6315

finally there are two other minorminor but interesting consider-
ations one pertains to a possible second visit of harris with
anthon and the other to an alleged encounter between michael
N chandler the person from whom at the suggestion of
joseph smith the church purchased some mummies which
held some papyri and anthon and mitchill neither event
unfortunately can be supported well the only evidence we
have for the first is in anthon s letter of 1841 to coit in which
he states that one day when I1 had ceased entirely to
think of the countryman and his paper this same individual
to my great surprise paid me a second visit he now brought
with him a duodecimo volume which he said was a transla-
tion into english of the golden bible he begged my accep-
tance of the volume I1 declined receiving it however ac6c

no further evidence of this second visit has been found
the purported visit of chandler with anthon and mitchill

rests on an equally tenuous foundation the only known au-
thority for this information is john riggs 181219021812 1902 an
early convert whose father ran a hotel in kirtland during the
mormon period there he became an MD and settled in provo
utah in 1851 where he remained for the rest of his life 67 an
attempt to prove or disprove this connection between chandler
and anthon and mitchell has caused this writer weeks of futile
effort and considerable grief although it is both probable and
possible that chandler took his papyri to anthon for an opinion
there is no evidence that he did and until further evidence is
available there isis no point and little interest in speculating
about it

the possible visit with dr mitchill isis however worth
continued effort if it can be proved that the dr mitchill
was really samuel latham mitchill who died in 18511831 then we
have at least a much clearer idea of when chandler came into
possession of the mummies and a better chance of learning

probably first advanced by le plongeronplongeonPlongeon ross T christensen is develop-
ing a thesis that the mulekitesnfulekitesMu lekites were largely phoenician inin their ethnic origin

coit the church record p 232

dr john riggs tullidgesTullidges quarterly magazine vol 3 1884 p 283
see also the book of abraham the academic reviewrenew vol 1 march
1885 p 46 A small collection of the private papers of john riggs was re-
cently acquired by brigham young university library the six page typescript
of riggs autobiography makes no mention of this incident
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more about them and their whereabouts prior to their ac-
quisition by joseph smith in kirtland in 1835 if on the other
hand it can be proven that this dr mitchill was not SL
mitchill we then gain a new lead an additional opportunity to
seek out information about these mummies and papyri by
properly identifying this new dr mitchill and searching his
life and papers for bits of information

conclusions
for a variety of reasons most institutions especially religious

ones ultimately face the necessity of preparing a detailed history
of their own origins while the early generations are so close
to the beginning that their personal knowledge is adequate and
their faith strong succeeding generations have to acquire their
knowledge secondhandsecond hand and therefore require written accounts
not only to buttress their own faith but to answer the ever
present critics and doubters this generation must now utilize
fully the art and science of history to recapture the past and
properly narrate and interpret its own origins we must search
out more fully the sources of the restoration in preparation for
a new comprehensive history of the church alluded to in dr
madsen s preface to last year s institute of mormon studies
issue of BYU studiesstudies6s

while there still are and perhaps always will be some un-
answered questions regarding the anthon transcript this
writer would like to think that the above detailed investigation
of the whole story the people involved and the three primary
sources of the transcript has not only answered more questions
than it has raised eliminated much error and answered some
criticism but also made the story more understandable credible
and what we like to call faith promoting

truman G madsen guest editor s prologue BYU studies vol 9
no 3 spring 1969 ppap 235240235 240



james gordon bennetts 1831

report on the mormonitesMormonites

LEONARD J ARRINGTON

in the summer of 1831 james gordon bennett demon-
strated the enterprise which was to make him one of america s

greatest journalists by investigating the circumstances surround-
ing the coming forth of the book of mormon born in scotland
in 1795 and for several years a student in a catholic seminary
at aberdeen young bennett on a sudden impulse migrated
to nova scotia in 1819 for a while he was a teacher but later
moved to new york city where he worked for the courier
he first obtained national recognition when he was the washi-
ngton D C correspondent for the new york enquirer send-
ing in lively reports on such topics as the tariff the united
states bank and the performances of the french english and
italian opera companies A strong supporter of andrew jack-
son bennett eventually secured the backing to purchase the
enquirer and combined it with the courier to publish the
morning courier and new york enquirer As associate editor

182918321829 1832 bennett developed the courier and enquirer into
a leading eastern newspaper

during the height of the controversy over the united states
bank bennett decided upon a tour of upstate new york in
company with martin van buren whom liehelleile later supported as
nominee for vice president on the jackson ticket and nath-
aniel S benton bennett spent two months from june 12 to
august 18 1831 on an interviewing tour which took him up

leonard J arrington is professor of economics and hhistorystory at utah state uni-
versityverxersity the author of great batinbasin kingdom an economic history of the
linerlatteralnerelner dajday saintfsaints dr arrington has published in westernlVestern humanities reviewrenew
rural sociology dialogue BYU studies and a variety of historical journals

allan nevins james gordon bennett in dictionary of american
BlobiographygraphY

553353355555
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the hudson to albany and westward on the newly completed
erie canal to buffalo bennett s personal diary of this trip
now inin the manuscripts division of the new york public lib-
rary tells of the visits of himself and companions with political
and business leaders in saratoga schenectady utica syracuse
auburn ithaca geneva canandaigua avon springs roches-
ter lockport niagara falls buffalo batavia and other
towns in western new york at each stop bennett records
in his reporter I1 s brief form script the opinions of local
leaders on such topics as internal improvements local problems
and prospects masonry and antimasonryanti masonry the new york
safety fund banking system and other important topics of
the day he also records his personal observations of town life
newly built factories the condition of farms and farmhouses
canals activity on the lakes and many scenic attractions these
notes provided the basis for several articles which were sub-
sequently published in the courier and enquirer

of interest to new yorkers at the time was the emergence
of a new religious society usually called mormonitesMormonites with
a colorful and flamboyant young prophet joseph smith As
ready as any ambitious young journalist to report on the bizarre
bennett made diary notes from which he wrote one of the
earliest feature articles on the new religion

three separate entries in bennett s diary are of interest to
mormon historians collectors may be surprised that an entry
for june 29 18511831 describing his journey by canalboat from
utica to syracuse indicates that on the book table in the canal-
boat reading room were three newspapers and two books wal-
ter scott s ivanhoe and the book of mormon the entries for
august 7 and 8 18511831 were made at geneva a picturesque
village situated about sixteen miles southeast of the joseph
smith farmstead near palmyra internal evidence suggests that
bennett discussed mormonism with E B grandin whose firm
had printed the book of mormon charles butler the lawyer
philanthropist from whom martin harris attempted to borrow
money to pay for printing the book of mormon and others 2

here are those entries

butler had been a clerk in the offiofficece of martin van buren As assistant
district attorney of genessee county inin the late 1820 s butler prosecuted the
kidnapperskid nappers of william morgan whose exposure of freemasonry created a sen-
sation inin western new york butler later became president of the board of the
union theological seminary a position he held for twenty seven years
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geneva august 7 1831

mormonismmormonjsm old smith joseph smith sr was a healer
a grand story teller very glib was a vender made

gingerbread and buttermintsbuttermints &c&c young smith joseph
smith jr was careless idle indolent fellow 22 years old

brought up to live by his wits which means a broker of
small wants harris martin was a hardy industrious farmer
of palmyra with some money could speak off the bible
by heart henry sidney rigdon a parson in general
smart fellow he is the author of the bible they dig first
for money a great many hills the golden bible hill
cumorah where there is a hole 30 or forty feet into the

side 6 feet diameter dug among and the chest fled his
approach turned into a religious plot and gave out the
golden plates the hill a long narrow hill which spreads out
broad to the south covered with beech maple basswood
and white wood the north end quite naked the trees cut
off inin the road from canandaigua to palmyra between man-
chester & palmyra several fine orchards on the east and
fine farms on the west here the ground is hilly but small
hills very uneven the lake canandaigua outlet runs past
part of it mormonitesMormo nites went to ohio because the people here
would not pay any attention to them smiths wife emma
looked into a hole and the chest fled into a trunk and he lost
several of them william w1waW phelps of the phoenix was
converted to mormonism and isis now a teacher or elder

august 8 1831

mormonism charles butler saw harrisharris3harrise they wanted
to borrow money to print the book he told him he carried
the engravings from the plates to new york showed them
to professor anthon who said that he did not know what
language they were told him to carry them to dr mitchell

doctor mitchell examined them and compared them with
other hieroglyphics thought them very curiouscurious and they
were the characters of a nation now extinct which he named

harris returned to anthon who put some questions to him
and got angry with harris

professor richard L anderson of brigham young university states that
among the charles butler papers in the manuscript division of the library of
congress is a folder containing correspondence for 1842 one four page state-
ment dictated by mr butler relates to the butler bennett interview butler stat-
ed that sometime after harris application for a loan as he was balkiwalkiwalkingwaikingng iinn the
street at geneva he butler was accosted by a young man who chewedshewed him a
letter asking if he knew where he cd find the person to whom it was addressed
the letter was to mr B butler from jas watson webb then edledieditortor of the
N Y inquirer introducing the bearer james gordon bennett who was sent to
get information about the discovery of the mormon bible see also francis H
stoddard the life and letters of charles butler new york 1903 ppap
125128125 128
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although the reader will note important inaccuracies these
notes nevertheless demonstrate bennett s intense interest in the
controversial new religion certainly the notes reflect myths
about the coming forth of the book of mormon which were
already in the process of formation in 1831

while at canandaigua located at the head of lake can
andaiguaandaigua ten miles south of the joseph smith farm on august
15 1831 bennett used the above notes to write a two part
feature story which appeared inin the morning courier and en-
quirer on august 31 and september 1 1831 having been writ-
ten on the spot this early report on mormonism as a
species of religious fanaticism and as a church and state
party suggests not only contemporary attitudes toward the
mormonitesMormo nites but also the rapidity with which misinformation
was conveyed by the press the charges of roguery of joseph
smith s shiftlessness of sidney rigdon s authorship of the
book of mormon and of the pretensions of the new faith are
all mentioned and deplored the articles also contain a graphic
and perhaps firsthand description of the hill cumorah as it
looked in 1831 the two articles which were discovered by
nancy richards in a new york library in 1969 and photo
stated for the use of professor richard L anderson of brigham
young university are here reproduced in their entirety through
the generosity of dr anderson 4

MORNING COURIER AND ENQUIRER
new york new york

wednesday august 31 18311851

MORMONISM RELIGIOUS fanaticism CHURCH
AND STATE PARTY

canandaigua aug 15th 1831

new york has been celebrated for her parties her sects
her explosions her curiosities of human character her

fanaticism political and religious the strangest parties and
wildest opinions originate among us the human mind in
our rich vales on our sunny hills in our crowded cities
or thousand villages or along the shores of our translucent
lakes bursts beyond all ordinary trammels throws aside
with equal fastiduousnessfastidiousness the maximsmaxims of ages and the disci-
pline of generations and strikes out new paths for itself in

nancy richards is curator of the museum of the concord antiquarian
society concord massachusetts an article by dr anderson appears elsewhere
in this special issue of BYU studies
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politics in religion in all the great concerns of man new
york has a character peculiarly her own strikingly original
purely american energetic and wild to the very farthest
boundaries of imagination the centre of the state is quiet
comparatively and grave to a degree but its two extremities
eastern and western the city of the atlantic and the con-
tinuous villages of the lakes contain all that isis curious in
human character daring in conception wild in invention
and singular in practical good sense as well as in solemn
foolery

you have heard of MORMONISM who has not para-
graph has followed paragraph inin the newspapers recounting
the movements detailing their opinions and surprising distant
readers with the traits of a singularly new religious sect
which had its origin inin this state mormonism is the latest
device of roguery ingenuity ignorance and religious excite-
ment combined and acting on materials prepared by those
who ought to know better it is one of the mental exhalaexhava
tionseions of western new york

the individuals who gave birth to this species of fanati-
cism are very simple personages and not known until this
thrust them into notice they are the old and young joe
smith s harris a farmer ringdonkingdon jicjirsicsic a sort of preacher
on general religion from ohio together with several other
persons equally infatuated cunning and hypocritic the
first of these persons smith resided on the borders of
wayne and ontario counties on the road leading from
canandaigua to palmyra old joe smith had been a country
pedlar inin his younger days and possessed all the shrewdness
cunning and small intrigue which are generally and justly
attributed to that description of persons he was a great
story teller full of anecdotes picked up in his peregrin
ationsactions and possessed a tongue as smooth as oil and as quick
as lightning he had been quite a speculator inin a small way
in his younger days but had been more fortunate in picking
up materials for his tongue than stuff for the purse of late
years he picked up his living somewhere in the town of
manchester by following a branch of the american system

the manufacture of gingerbread and such like domestic
wares in this article he was a considerable speculator hav-
ing on hand during a fall of price no less than two baskets
full and I1 believe his son joe junior was at times a partner
in the concern what their dividends were I1 could not learn
but they used considerable molasses and were against the
duty on that article young joe who afterwards figured so
largely inin the mormon religion was at that period a careless
indolent idle and shiftless fellow he hung round the
villages and strolled round the taverns without any end or
aimalmaimalm without any positive defect or as little merit inin his
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character he was rather a stout able bodied fellow and
might have made a good living in such a country as this
where any one who is willing to work can soon get on in
the world he was however the son of a speculative yankee
pedlar and was brought up to live by his wits harris also
one of the fathers of mormonism was a substantial farmer
near palmyra full of passages of the scriptures rather wild
and flighty in his talk occasionally but holding a very re-
spectablespec table character in his neighborhood for sobriety sense
and hard working

A few years ago the smiths and others who were in-
fluencedfluenced by their notions caught an idea that money was
hid in several of the hills which give variety to the country
between the canandaigua lake and palmyra on the erie canal
old smith had in his pedlingbedling excursions picked up many
stories of men getting rich in new england by digging in
certain places and stumbling upon chests of money the
fellow excited the imagination of his few auditors and made
them all anxious to lay hold of the bilk axe and the shovel
As yet no fanatical or religious character had been assumed
by the smith s they exhibited the simple and ordinary de-
siresire of getting rich by some short cut if possible with this
viewview the smith s and their associates commenced digging in
the numerous hills which diversify the face of the country in
the town of manchester the sensible country people paid
slight attention to them at first they knew them to be a
thriftless set more addicted to exerting their wits than their
industry readier at inventing stories and tales than attending
church or engaging in any industrious trade on the sides &
in the slopes of several of these hills these excavations are
still to be seen they would occasionally conceal their pur-
poses and at other times reveal them by such snatches as
might excite curiosity they dug these holes by day and at
night talked and dreamed over the counties riches they
should enjoy if they could only hit upon an iron chest full
of dollars in excavating the grounds they began by taking
up the green sod in the form of a circle of six feet diame-
ter then would continue to dig to the depth of ten twenty
and sometimes thirty feet at last some person who joined
them spoke of a person inin ohio near painesvillegainesvillePaines ville who had a
particular felicity in finding out the spots of ground where
money is hid and riches obtained he related long stories how
this person had been along shore in the east how he had
much experience in money digging how he dreamt of the
very spots where it could be found can we get that man
here asked the enthusiastic smiths why said the other
1 I guess as how we could by going for him how far off
1 I guess some two hundred miles I1 would go for him my-
self but I1 want a little change to bear my expenses to
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work the whole money digging crew went to get some
money to pay the expenses of bringing on a man who could
dream out the exact and particular spots where money in iron
chests was hid under ground old smith returned to his
gingerbread factory young smith to his financing faculties
and after some time by hook or by crook they contrived to
scrape together a little change sufficient to fetch on the
money dreamer from ohio

after the lapse of some weeks the expedition was com-
pleted and the famous ohio man made his appearance
among them this recruit was the most cunning intelligent
and odd of the whole he had been a preacher of almost
every religion a teacher of all sorts of morals he was
perfectly au fait with every species of prejudice folly or
fanaticism which governs the mass of enthusiasts in the
course of his experience he had attended all sorts of camp
meetings prayer meetings anxious meetings and revival
meetings he knew every turn of the human mind in relation
to these matters he had a superior knowledge of human
nature considerable talent great plausibility and knew how
to work the passions as exactly as a cape cod sailor knows
how to work a whale ship his name I1 believe is henry
rangdonrangoon or ringdonkingdon note how precise bennett is in his
reporting or some such word about the time that this
person appeared among them a splendid excavation was be-
gun in a long narrow hill between manchester and palmyra
this hill has since been called by some the golden bible hill
the road from canandaigua to palmyra runs along its western
base at the northern extremity the hill is quite abrupt and
narrow it runs to the south for a half mile and then spreads
out into a piece of broad table land covered with beautiful
orchards and wheat fields on the east the canandaigua out-
let runs past it on its way to the beautiful village of vienna
in phelps it is profusely covered to the top with beech
maple bass and whitewoodwhite wood the northern extremity is
quite bare of trees in the face of this hill the money diggers
renewed their work with fresh ardourarbour ringdonkingdon partly uniting
with them inin their operations

to be continued

continued in the thursday september 1 1831 issue of
the MORNING COURIER AND ENQUIRER

MORMON RELIGION GLERICALCLERICAL AMBITION WESTERN
NEW YORK THE mormonitesMORMO NITES GONE TO OHIO

concluded from yesterdays paper

about this time a very considerable religious excitement
came over new york in the shape of a revival it was also
about the same period that a powerful and concerted effort
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was made by a class of religionists to stop the mails on sun-
day to give a sectarian character to temperance and other
societies to keep up the pioneer lines of stages and canal
boats and to organize generally a religious party that would
act altogether in every public and private concern of life
the greatest efforts were making by the ambition tact skill
and influence of certain of the clergy and other lay persons
to regulate and control the public mind to check all its
natural and buoyant impulses to repress effectually freedom
of opinion and to turn the tide of public sentiment entirely
in favor of blending religious and worldly concerns together
western new york has for years had a most powerful and
ambitious religious party of zealotszealouszealots and their dupes they
have endeavored ever sincesince the first settlement of rochester
to organize a religious hierachyhierarchyhierachy which would regulate the
pursuits the pleasures and the very thoughts of social life
this organization was kept up by banding churches and con-
gregationsgregations together by instituting laws similar to those
of excommunication by a species of espionage as powerful
and as terrible as that of a spanish inquisition every occu-
pation in life every custom of the people every feeling
and every thought from the running of a stage or of a
lady s tongue up to the legislation of the state or of con-
gress was to be regularly marked and numbered like so
many boxes of contraband or lawful merchandise by these
self created religious censorshipscensorships and divines rochester is
and was the great headquarters of the religious empire the
late mr bissell one of the most original and talented men
inin matters of business was equally so in religious enthusiasm
and all measures calculated to spread it among the people
the singular character of the people of western new york

their originality activity and proneness to excitement fur-
nished admirable materials for enthusiasts inin religion or
roguery to work upon pure religion the religion of the
heart and conduct the religion that makes men better and
wiserwiser that makes woman more amiable and benevolent

that purifies the soul that represses ambition that seeks
the private oratory and not the highway to pour forth its
aspirations such a religion was not that of the party of which
I1 speak theirs is the religion of the pomp and circumstance
of glorious controversy the artificial religion of tracts
magdalen reports lines of stages the religion of collecting
money from those who should first pay their debts of
sending out missionaries to spend it and of letting the poor
and ignorant at home starve and die such mistaken princi-
ples and erroneous views must when attempted to be carried
into effect breed strange results men s minds in this age
will not submit to the control of hypocrisy or superstition or
clerical ambition they may be shackled for a day through
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their wiveswives and daughters for a month a year but it can-
not be lasting when the first die or the last get husbands
independence will be asserted

this general impulse given to religious fanaticism by a
set of men inin western new york has been productive
among other strange results of the infatuation of mormon-
ismism this piece of roguery folly and frenzy for it partakes
of all isis the genuine fruit of the same seeds which produced
the sunday mail movement the pioneer line of stages the
magdalen reports &cac &cac it is religion run into madness
by zealotszealous and hypocrites

it was during this state of public feeling inin which the
money diggers of ontario county by the suggestions of the
ex preacher from ohio thought of turning their digging
concern into a religious plot and thereby have a better
chance of working upon the credulity and ignorance of ther

their associates and the neighborhood money and a good
living might be got inin this way it was given out that visions
had appeared to joe smith that a set of golden plates on
which was engraved the book of mormon enclosed in
an iron chest was deposited somewhere in the hill I1 have
mentioned people laughed at the first intimation of the
story but the smiths and rangdonrangoon persisted in its truth
they began also to talk very seriously to quote scripture to
read the bible to be contemplative and to assume that grave
studied character which so easily imposes on ignorant and
superstitious people hints were given out that young joe
smith was the chosen one of god to reveal this new mystery
to the world and joe from being an idle young fellow
lounging about the villages jumped up into a very grave
parsonlike man who felt he had on his shoulders the salva-
tion of the world besides a respectable looking sort of a
blackcoat old joe the ex preacher and several others were
the believers of the new faith which they admitted was an
improvement inin christianity foretold word for word in the
bible they treated their own invention with the utmost re-
ligious respect by the special interposition of god the
golden plates on which was engraved the book of mormon
and other works had been buried for ages inin the hill by a
wandering tribe of the children of israel who had found
their way to western new york before the birth of christi-
anity itself joe smith isis discovered to be the second messiah
who was to reveal this word to the world and to reform
it anew

in relation to the finding of the plates and the taking the
engraving a number of ridiculous stories are told some un-
sanctified fellow looked out the other side of the hill they
had to follow it with humility and found it embedded be-
neath a beautiful grove of maples smith s wife who had a
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little of the curiosity of her sex peeped into the large chest
inin which he kept the engravings taken from the golden
plates and straightway one half the new bible vanished and
has not been recovered to this day such were the effects
of the unbelieversbelieversun on the sacred treasure there isis no doubt
but the ex parson from ohio isis the author of the book which
was recently printed and published inin palmyra and passes for
the new bible it is full of strange narratives in the style
of the scriptures and bearing on its face the marks of some
ingenuity and familiar acquaintance with the bible it is
probable that joe smith isis well acquainted with the trick but
harris the farmer and the recent converts are true believers

harris was the first man who gave credit to the story of
smith and the ex preacher he was their maiden convert the
ali of the ontario Mamahomethornet who believed without a rea-
son and without a murmur they attempted to get the book
printed but could not raise the means till harris stept sic
forward and raised money on his farm for that purpose
harris with several manuscripts inin his pocket went to the city
of new york and called upon one of the professors of
columbia college for the purpose of shewingchewing them to him
harris says that the professor thought them very curiouscurious but
admitted that he could not decyphercypherdecipherde them said he to harris
mr harris you had better go to the celebrated doctdoat

mitchell and shew them to him he is very learned inin these
ancient languages and I1 have no doubt will be able to give
you some satisfaction where does he live asked harris
he was told and off he posted with the engravings from the
golden plates to submit to doc mitchell harris says that
the doctor received him very purlitely looked at his en-
gravingsgrav ings made a learned dissertation on them compared
them with the hieroglyphics discovered by champollionCham pollion in
egypt and set them down as the language of a people
formerly inin existence in the east but now no more

the object of his going to the city to get the book of
mormon printed was not however accomplished he re-
turned with his manuscript or engravings to palmyra tried
to raise money by mortgage on his farm from the new york
trust company did raiseraise the money but from what source

whether the trust company or not I1 am uncertain at last
a printer in palmyra undertook to print the manuscript of
joe smith harris becoming responsible for the expense they
were called trantranslatorsslaters but in fact and inin truth they are be-
lieved to be the work of the ex preacher from ohio who
stood inin the background and put forward joe to father the
new bible and the new faith after the publication of the
golden bible they began to make converts rapidly the re-
vivals and other religious excitementsexcitements had thrown up mater-
ials for the foundation of a new sect they soon found they
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had not dug for money in vain they began to preach to
pray to see more visions to prophesy and perform the
most fantastic tricks there was now no difficulty in getting
a living and the gingerbread factory was abandoned they
created considerable talk over all this section of the country
another revelation came upon them and through joe and
some other of these prophets they were directed to take
up their march and go out to the promised land to a place
near painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio money was raised in a twinkling
from the new converts their principles their tenets
their organization their discipline were as yet unformed
and unfashioned and probably are so to this day since
they went to ohio they have adopted some of the worldly
views of the shakers and have formed a sort of community
system where everything is in common joe smith harris
the ex pedlar and the ex parson are among their elders
and preachers so also now is phelps one of mr granger s

leading antimasonicanti masonic editors in this village
such is a brief view of the rise and progress of the

mormon religion one of the strangest pieces of fanaticism
to which the ill advised and the worst regulated ambition and
folly of certain portions of the clergy inin western new york
ever gave birth what a lesson it ought to teach us

james gordon bennett s eagerness to break into print be-
fore he had all his facts straight is not untypical of his own
career nor of that of the propensities of leading journalists of
his age considering the state of transportation and communi-
cation in antebellum america newspapers were able to get
away with ambiguous writing if not palpable falsehoods
this partly accounts for the pertinacity with which early am-
ericans held on to the false and damaging image of mormon-
ism conveyed by bennett and other writers and publishers

nevertheless the resourcefulness displayed by bennett in
reporting so early on the emergence of the new faith suggests
why bennett rose to become one of america s greatest news-
paper entrepreneurs in 1835 he established the new york
herald a four page daily selling for one cent a copy which
soon achieved a preeminent position among american news-
papers the heralds coverage of the news wrote allan nevins
in his article on bennett in the dictionary of american biogra-
phy was comprehensive piquant and bold its boldness
in laughing at churches politicians and pompous public char-
acters nevins added was widely applauded thus while ben-
nett s editorials and articles were sometimes flippant impudent
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and sensationalistic they also contributed toward the demo-
cratization of the new republic

throughout his journalistic career his death occurred in
1872 bennett published hundreds of articles on the mormonscormonsMormons
and his reports on joseph smith were among the fairest that
were printed about that extraordinary personality never one
to recall past injustices and ever ready to acknowledge present
favors joseph smith personally induced the city council of
nauvoo illinois in december 1841 to pass a resolution ex-
pressing lasting gratitude and appreciation to that high
minded and honorable editor of the new york weekly herald
james gordon bennett esq for his very liberal and un-
prejudiced course towards us as a people in giving us a fair
hearing inin his paper thus enabling us to reach the ears of a
portion of the community who otherwise would ever have re-
mained ignorant of our principles and practices the council
resolution expressed the hope that the citizens of nauvoo
would subscribe for the herald and thus be found patronizing
true merit industry and enterprise

joseph smith history of the church and2nd ed 6 vols salt lake
city 1949 vol 4 ppap 477478477 478 but see also the allusions to bennett in
vol 5 ppap 275276275 276



the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
and the coming forth
of the book of mormon

LARRY C PORTER

with the many branch ward and stake organizations which
currently bedeck the international scene of mormonism it is
understandable that the activities of a small branch of saints
at colesvilleCo lesville broome county new york could have been
virtually forgotten with the passage of time yet at the close
of 1830 it was one of some five principal branches serving as
focal points for the gathering of the faithful in the new
church fayette seneca county new york served as the
headquarters of the church while other branches existed at
colesvilleColesville kirtland and mentor geaugageaugh county ohio and
warrensvilleWarrensville cayahogaCayahoga county ohio 1 the Colesville branch
was personally inaugurated by the prophet joseph smith and
its membership played a significant role in the initial years of
the new dispensation drawn by joseph s affirmation of com-
municationmunication with the heavens and the supportive evidences con-
tained in the book of mormon the colesvillelesvilleCo saints gave
impetus to the missionary zeal of the restoration and provided
elements of needed leadership for the rapidly expanding faith

A local account places joseph smith in the new york
pennsylvania border region shortly after 1818 as a participartica

mr porter is a doctoral candidate inin history of religion at brigham young
university he isis on leave from the department of seminaries and institutes
where he has served as a teacher principal and district coordinator and cur-
rently lives on the martin harris farm in palmyra new york

journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
december 31 1831 located in the LDS church historian s office salt lake
city utah
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pant in a lumbering enterprise 2 however joseph s own narra-
tive first places him in the area in october 1825 employed by
one josiah stoat 3 mr stowell s farm bordered the sus-
quehannaquehanna river some two miles south of the village of south
bainbridge now afton chenangoChenango county new york he
had professedly identified an area near the village of har-
mony in the township of harmony now oakland township
susquehanna county pennsylvania about three miles below
the new york line where

a company of spaniards a long time since when the
country was uninhabited by white settlers excavated from the
bowels of the earth ore and coined a large quantity of money
after which they secured the cavity and evacuated leaving a
part still inin the cave purposing to return at some distant
period 4

having been previously unsuccessful discovering the where-
abouts of the mine 5 mr stowell had hired a number of work-
men to assist him in seeking for the purported treasure in
1825 he was desirous of securing joseph s services on account
of having heard that he possessed certain means by which he
could discern things invisible to the natural eye 6 as he hadbad
heard while visiting a relative simpson stowell at palmyra
new york he offered 14 per month to joseph 7 who in-
itially demurred but the insistence of mr stowell and the
prospect of good wages apparently prompted him and his
father to go to the site on the susquehanna according to the

emliyemilymily C blackman history of susquehanna county pennsylvania phila-
delphia 1873 p 577

joseph smith journal history of the church documentary history
of the church MSS located in LDS church historian s office book alA l1
p 7 see also joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints ed BH roberts salt lake city 1902 vol 1 p 17 commonly
called documentary history of the church hereafter cited as dhcjDHC in the
original manuscript stoaletoal is also spelled stowel with a single 11 I official
records inin the chenangoChenango county new york clerk s and surrogate I1 s offices
spell the name with a double 1 I stowell the writer will adopt this latter
form stowell

latter day saints messenger and advocate kirtland october 1835
p 201 on august 14 1968 the writer personally examined the excavation
which isis east of flat brook and northeast of the mckune cemetery which
according to local residents was the site of this early digging there isis a de-
pression there although it is obscured by heavy underbrush

james H smith history of chenangoChenango and madison counties new york
syracuse 1880 ppap 153154153 154 this account calls josiah isaiah which is

incorrect
lucy smith history of the prophet joseph salt lake cac1cityty 1902 p 91

wraTrawyaeraserssersseys magazine new series vol 7 february 1873 p 229 DHC
vol 3 p 29
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terms of a purported articles of agreement josiah stowell
calvin stowell william hale charles newton william 1I
wiley the widow harper mrs oliver harper joseph
smith sr joseph smith jr john F shephard elihu stowell
and john grant were to receive designated shares of any
wealth realized from the venture 8

isaac hale states that joseph smith jr and the other
money diggers arrived at harmony in november 1825 and

boarded at his place during the course of their mining oper-
ation he further attested that after a short time they
became discouraged and soon after dispersed this took place
about the 17th of november 1825 9 joseph described these
procceedingsprocceedings when he asserted that after I1 went to live with
him stowell he took me with the rest of his hands to dig
for the silver mine at which I1 continued to work for nearly
a month without success inin our undertaking and finally I1
prevailed with the old gentleman to cease digging after it 10

while at the hale home joseph became very much attract-
ed to a daughter emma who was similarly drawn to him of
this attraction isaac hale reported that after

the conclusion of the digging young smith made sever-
al visits at my house and at length asked my consent to his
marrying my daughter emma this I1 refused and gave him
my reasons for so doing some of which were that he was
a stranger and followed a business that 1I could not approve
he then left the place 11

the resulting distant courtship terminated some fourteen
months later on january 18 1827 with their elopement and
marriage in south bainbridge new york in a ceremony per-
formed by one squire tarbill tarble 12

between the time of his lodghodglodginging at the hale home and his
eventual marriage joseph worked for josiah stowell who also

susquehanna pa journal march 20 1880 citdt the salt lake daily
tribune april 23 1880

the susquehanna register montrose may 1 1834
10dhcDHC vol 1 p 17 the old gentleman josiah stowell would have

been fifty five years of age at the time
the susquehanna register may 1 1834
12dhcDHC vol 1 p 17 the writer believes that the spelling of tarbill

may well prove to be tarbell or tarble names prominent inin the area it
is also possible that the squire tarbill sought is esq zachariah tarble who
was in the locality at the right time but the connecting link if any must yet
be established
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operated saw mills on the susquehanna river and owned
holdings which numbered in the hundreds of acres 13 A most
interesting personal sketch of mr stowell portrays him as
follows

deacon isaiah josiah stowell a man of much
force of character of indomitable will and well fitted as
a pioneer in the unbroken wilderness that this country pos-
sessed at the close of the last century he was one of the ver-
mont sufferers who for defective titles consequent on the
forming a new state from a part of massachusetts in 1791
received wild lands in bainbridge he had been educated
inin the spirit of orthodox puritanism and was officially con-
nected with the first presbyterian church of the town organ-
ized by rev mr chapin he was a very industrious exemp-
lary man and by severe labor and frugality had acquired
surroundings that excited the envy of many of his less for-
tunate neighbors he had at this time grown up sons and
daughters to share his prosperity and the honors of his
name 14

joseph smith also worked as a laborer for joseph knight
sr whose residence was approximately three and one half
miles southwest of the stowell place 15 the knight home was
situated on the south side also referred to as the east side
of the susquehanna river opposite the village of nineveh
near the colesvilleColesville bridge colesvilleCo lesville township new york 16

mr knight operated a farm a gristmillgrist mill and a carding
machine the carding mill was on the susquehanna about

see land deeds identified in the grantee and grantor indices chenangoChenango
county books 5 series 1 SZS Z2 179818741798 1874 ppap 222422302224 2230 in a cursory sur-
vey of deeds the writer found over 800 acres purchased by josiah stowell in
chenangoChenango county new york

the chenangoChenango union norwich new york may 2 1877
an excellent description of the physical layout of the joseph knight

sr property is furnished in the following account
just opposite of nineveh on the east side of the river on what isis now

known as the scott or henry P bush farm in a little old gray frame house
lived a poor man named knight who worked hard to sustain his little family
at the outlet of pickerel lake on this farm knight had a carding mill the
dam trenches and racewaysraceways being still visible in this mill knight toiled from
day to day to eke out the scanty supply for his little ones some distance west
of the carding mill on a slight riserise of ground stands an old bambarn in which
smith later preached to his disciples giving forth his doctrines and revealing
the new truth

jacob morris papers 1656 newspaper clipping dated thursday aug
16 1888 located in the olin research library cornell university

hamilton child gazetteer and business directory of chenangoChenango county
NYNX for 1869701869 70 syracuse 1869 p 82 broome republican binghamton
may 5 1831
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two miles above centre village Co lesville township broome
county 17

in his journal newel knight the second son of joseph
knight recounted the hiring of joseph smith and the subse-
quent telling of his experiences with the plates containing the
book of mormon to the knights

the business inin which my father was engaged often
required him to have hired help and amongtheamong the many from
time to time employed was a young man by the name of
joseph smith jun to whom I1 was particularly attached
his noble deportment his faithfulness and his kind address
could not failfallgalifali to win the esteem of those who had the plea-
sure of his acquaintance this chosen instrument told us
of god s manifestations to him of the discovery and receiving
of the plates from which the book of mormon was trans-
lated of his persecutions for the gospel s sake and many
other items of his eventful life 18

joseph knight jr gave an expanded picture of his father s

holdings
C

and the family s acquaintance with joseph and the
gold book

my father moved to chenangoChenango co york state in decem-
ber 1808 in a few years june 24 1811 he bought a farm
on the susquehanna river inin broome co 20 miles above the
great bend built a grist mill and two carding machines 1I
was raised to work inin them my father bought three other
farms and hired many hands inin 1827 182611826 hebe hired joseph
smith joseph and I1 worked and slept together my father
said joseph was the best hand he ever hired we found him
a boy of truth he was about 21 years of age I1 think it was inin
november he made known to my father and 1I that he had
seen a vision that a personage had appeared to him and
told him where there was a gold book of ancient date buried
and if he would follow the directions of the angel he would
get it we were told it inin secret I1 being the youngest son my
two elder brothers nahum and newell did not believe in
such things my father and I1 believed what he told us 19

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318 located in LIDSLDS church
historian s office newel knight s journal scraps of bioblobiographyraphy tenth
book of the faith promoting series juvenile instructor office salt lake city
1883 p 47 HP smith history of broome county syracuse 1885 p 332
the broome county new york census for 1825 designates joseph knight
sr as operating one of the two carding machines listed in colesvilleCo lesville town-
ship

scraps of biography ppap 47 48
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 compiled by T

thomas bullock from loose sheets in joseph knight s possession august 16
1862 located in LDSLIDSlloslios church historian s office this is joseph knight



370570

both the townships of Co lesville and bainbridge tradition-
ally claim that joseph smith attended school in their respective
districts at some juncture during his residency there 2021 if indeed
this was the case it is interesting to note the possible curricu-
lum for Co lesville as suggested by the report of the commis-
sioners of schools of the town of colesvilleCo lesville signed september
26 1826 the books most inin use in the common schools of
our town are the following viz webster s & crandal s

spelling books testaments english readers walker s dict-
ionarytionary daboll s arithmetic flint s surveying and wood
bridges & wilett s geographies 21

apparently joseph smith s labors with joseph knight sr
were seasonal or at least sporadic as he was again in the hire
of josiah stowell at the time of his wedding in 1827 joseph
states that we were married while I1 was yet employed inin
the service of mr stoaletoal immediately after my marriage
I1 left sr stoaletoal s and went to my father s manchester ontario
county new york and farmed with him that season 22

the extent to which joseph s close friends and confidentsconfidants
had prior knowledge of the time appointed for his securing
the golden plates as being september 22 1827 is rather
obscure but it seems obvious that both knight and stowell
journeyed to manchester about that time with a decided pur-
pose inin mind

so far at least was the elder knight taken into the proph-
ets confidence that he purposely so arranged his affairs as
to be at the smith residence near manchester at the time
the plapiaplatespiatestes of the book of mormon were given into joseph s

possession 23

josiah stowell and joseph knight sr came to the smith
home on september 20 and tarried several days becoming
primary witnesses to that momentous occasion although lucy
smith s account suggests that they were not appraised of

jr s account broome county deeds liber 53 ppap 363736 37 newel knight re-
versed his initial skepticism and became an outstanding leader in the early
church organization however nahum continued his reluctance to accept the
tenants of joseph smith

child gazetteer and business directory of chenangoChenango county p 82
chighichildid states that joseph attended school in district no 9 H P smith bistorhistorhistory3

of broome county p 332
school reports 181318671813 1867 broome county courthouse binghamton

new york
22dhcDHC vol 1 p 17

23ibid p 47
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joseph s going to the hill cumorah and were even making
preparations to leave 2421 she also states that it was mr knight s

horse and wagon which were used to transport the plates from
the hill cumorah to their initial hiding place in the birch log
and some two days later it was joseph knight sr and josiah
stowell who were among those summoned to go in search of
the three ruffians who beset joseph when he retreived the
plates from an endangered situation 2 5

in december 1827 when local persecution necessitated
joseph s removal from manchester to his father in law s home
in harmony pennsylvania the prophet maintained his associ-
ations in colesvilleCo lesville and vicinity his friends there gave him
material assistance in sustaining his immediate needs joseph
knight sr recorded

I1 left my father joseph knight sr purchased a building
spot adjoining my father s and began to work for myself and
nearly ready to build a large house joseph had commenced
to translate the plates he told my father he wanted fifty
dollars my father could not raiseraise it he then came to me the
same day I1 sold my house lot and sent him a one horse wagon
father and I1 often went to see him and carry him something
to live upon at last oliver cowdery came to write for him
then he got along faster 2266

in addition to the foodstuffs joseph knight sr also furnished
joseph and oliver with some of the paper upon which the
original copy of the book of mormon was first written 27 on
one of his visits to harmony in may 1829 joseph knight sr
became the subject of a revelation through the prophet which
admonished him that no one can assist inin this work except
he shall be humble and full of love having faith hope and
charity being temperate in all things whatsoever shall be en-
trusted to his care 2 the work of translation would have been
seriously curtailed had it not been for the assistance of these
discerning friends

smith history of the prophet joseph p 100
ibid ppap 100106100 106

joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 1 the road
distance from the knight farm opposite nineveh new york to joseph
smith s home in harmony pennsylvania was about twenty miles

preston nibley joseph knight was a friend of the prophet joseph
smith church news september 10 1955

doctrine and covenants 128 salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 1954 hereafter cited as D & cac1C
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in early june 1829 joseph smith and oliver cowdery
moved to the peter whitmer sr home inin fayette new york
at his invitation here the translation was completed the witn-
esses called and by march 26 1830 the book of mormon
made available to the public on april 6 1830 the church
of jesus christ was organized inin the whitmer s log home at
fayette without a list of those who attended the proceedings
the writer has been unable to determine if any of the people
from broome or chenangoChenango counties participated in the events
of that day joseph knight jr states definitely that my
father joseph knight sr was not there 10 however in
that same month april 1830 joseph smith made a special
visit to the home of joseph knight sr at colesvillelesvilleCo in a
missionary endeavor

mr knight and his family were universalists but were
wiwillingilingailing to reason with me upon my religious viewsviews and were
as usual friendly and hospitable we held several meetings
inin the neighborhood we had many friends and some enemies
our meetings were well attended and many began to pray
vocally to almighty god that he would give them wisdom
to understand the truth amongst those who attended our
meetings regularly was newel knight son of joseph
knight 31

newel knightknialit was the first inin his family and apparently
the first of the colesvillelesvilleCo saints to accept the new gospel dur-
ing the last week in may 1830 liehelleile visited at fayette where
he was baptized by david whitmer 3212 soon after the first con-
ference of the church held june 9 1830 at the whitmer
farm joseph smith returned to colesvillelesvilleCo accompanied by his
wife emma oliver cowdery john whitmer and david whit-
mer

the sabbath arrived june 27 1830 we held our meet-
ing oliver cowdery preached others bore testimony to the
book of mormon the doctrine of repentance baptism for
the remissionremission of sinssins and the laying on of hands for the gift
of the holy ghost etc early on monday morning june
28 18301185011830 oliver cowdery proceeded to baptize emma smith
Hezehezekiahklahkiah peck and wife martha long joseph knight and

DHC vol 1 ppap 487648 76 the wayne sentinel palmyra march 26
1830

w0 joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 1

DHC3dhc vol 1 ppap 818281 82
12 12scrapsscraps of biography p 52
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wife polly peck william Stringstringhamhain joseph knight jun
aaron culver and wife hannah peck levi hall polly

and 1l33knight julia stringham

although not named in the above account there were
others baptized on june 28 1830 esther knight stringham
daughter of joseph knight sr was baptized with her parents
and her husband william stringham 34 sally coburn knight
wife of newel knigmtknight was also baptized at this time how-
ever her baptismal date is listed as june 29 1830 june 28
a tuesday which would have been the day following josephs
arrest 35 anna knight de mill daughter of joseph knight
sr and wife of freeborn de mill was similarly baptized on
june 29 1830 june 28 36 it should also be noted here that a
short time afterwards emily coburn sister of sally coburn
knight was baptized over the strenuous objections of her
father amasa coburn and the rev mr shearer of the presby-
terian faith 37

joseph knight jr relates that the baptisms of june 28
were accompanied by disruptive events

when we were going from the water we were met
by many of our neighbors pointing at us and asking if we
had been washing sheep before joseph could confirm us he
was taken by the officers to chenangoChenango co south bain-
bridge for trial for saying that the book of mormon was
a revelation from god my father employed two lawyers

james davidson and john reid to plead for him and
cleared him that night our wagons were turned over and
wood piled on them and some sunk in the water rails were
piled against our doors and chains sunk inin the stream and a
great deal of mischief done before joseph got to my father s

ibid ppap 535553 55 utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935195519351955 p 108
vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79 DHC vol 1 p 88 lists a levilev hale rather than
the levi hall named by newel knight the writer believes that levi hall
is correct

utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935 p 148
messenger and advocate october 18341854 p 12 oliver cowdery editor

of the messenger and advocate remembered the date as being june 29 1830
however the baptisms were performed on monday morning monday would
have fallen on june 28 the writer believes that there is a dating error here
and that sally knight was baptized on the same day as her husband monday
june 28 1830

letter of elsie mcgee to preston nibley october 3 1955 located in
the joseph knight letter file LDS church historian s office

scraps of biography p 54 emily coburn later denied the faith and
was author of a book on mormonism emily M austin mormonism or
lijelifeuff among the cormonsmormons madison 1882
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house he was taken again to be tried in broome co father
employed the same lawyers who cleared him there 38

the confirmation of the new saints so rudely interrupted
by the constable was subsequently accomplished newel
knight and his wife sally visited joseph smith in harmony in
early august 1830 and with emma were confirmed members
of the church the remaining confirmations were completed
on august 29 1830 when joseph hyrum smith and john and
david whitmer visited Co lesville that evening we assembled
the church and confirmed them partook of the sacrament
and held ay3ya happy meeting

one report says that on september 6 1830 freeborn de
mill husband of anna knight de mill was baptized by hy-
rum smith and confirmed by joseph smith at colesvillelesvilleCo 40

however another source lists his baptism at september 26
1830 41 if the second date is correct this would conceivably
place him in fayette for the first day of the second conference
of the church where A number were baptized and the word
of the lord prevailed 4212 the minutes of this conference which
assembled at the whitmer farm september 262826 28 1830 lists
the whole membership of the church as sixty two they also
note that newel knight was ordained a priest under the hand
of brother oliver cowdery 43

newel knight reports that soon after this conference

brother hyrum smith wife jerusha bardenharden and fam-
ily lovina and mary came to Co lesville to live with me
but most of his time as also that of my own was spent inin
the villages around preaching the gospel wherever we could
find any who would listen to us either inin public or private
A few believed and were baptized on the l4th14thlath of october
brother hyrum smith and I1 held a meeting at my uncle heze-
kiah peck s at this meeting four persons came forward

joseph kinghfskinghts incidents of history from 1827 to 1844 p 2 DHC vol
1 ppap 888988 89 the writer would like to pursue the nature of the south bain-
bridge and colesvilleCo lesville trials at a future time

scraps of biography ppap 626462 64 DHC vol 1 ppap 106109106 109
issa M R teeples stapley complcimplcompl de mille family history and gene-

alogy 1953 p 37
early church information file the genealogical society salt lake

city utah
DHC vol 1 p 118

far west record the conference minutes and record book of christ s

church of latter day saints p 2 located in the LDS historian s office
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and manifested their desire to forsake all serve their god
in humility and obey the requirement of the gospel 44

A few days afterward still in october 1830 newel knight
and hyrum smith called on another of newel s uncles his
mother s brother ezekial peck both ezekial and his wife
electa buck embraced the gospel and were baptized 45 eliza-
beth knight daughter of joseph knight sr was baptized at
colesvillelesvilleCo by hyrum smith on november 1 1830 she was
then thirteen years of age and said to have been the youngest
member to be baptized up to that time 4641

orson pratt was ordained an elder at fayette by joseph
smith on december 1 1830 and sent on his first mission
to colesvillelesvilleCo to labor with hyrum smith and newel knight
he returned that same month to fayette accompanied by hy-
rum 47 the brother of martin harris emer harris living at
or near windham luzerne county pennsylvania was contact-
ed and apparently baptized by hyrum smith and newel
knight on february 10 18318311851 411

in january 1831 jared carter set out on a business trip
of several weeks and stopped at the home of john peck a
brother of hezekiah peck and polly peck knight in lisle
township broome county john was opposed to the work of
joseph smith but allowed jared to examine a copy of the
book of mormon

after reading a while inin the book of mormon and
praying earnestly to the lord that he would show me the
truth of the book I1 became immediately convinced that it
was a revelation of god & it had such an influence on my
mind that I1 had no mind to pursue my business on visiting
the church of christ at colesvilleCo lesville & having an interview
with them I1 felt it my duty to separate from babalonbabalion stcjicsic
and be baptized accordingly I1 was baptized by hyrum smith
about the 20th of february for the remission of sins & as I1

was baptized I1 felt the influences of the spirit of god for
as I1 seeped out of the water I1 was wrapped in the spirit both
soul & body even so that the chill of the cold water was
taken ffromrom me 4414114

scraps of biography ppap 656665 66
mabutahmah genealogical magazine vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79
ibid vol 26 1935 p 150
journal history december 1 1830
early church information file the genealogical society scraps of bi-

ographyography ppap 656665 66
jared carter journals 183018341830 1834 located in LDS church historian s

office
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there are others who affiliated with the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
at this time but the date and circumstances of their baptisms
are still unidentified josiah stowell has always intrigued the
writer he was obviously a leading figure in the affairs of
that branch yet the details of his baptism or his reasons for
not accompanying the eventual move to ohio have eluded us
whether his extensive holdings family or condition of age

he was sixty one years old precluded his removal is difficult
to discern there is one account which bears additional investi-
gation however in a sworn statement given march 27 1903
by one sally ann beardsley she says 1 I remember of the time
when the followers of smith including deacon josiah stowell
went away it was said they were going to the promised
land 10 if the account is accurate perhaps it is possible that
josiah did go with the saints for a short season however the
land deeds of chenangoChenango county do not reflect a move to ohio
but rather a removal to nearby tioga county new york

in a series of land sales over an extended period of years
josiah stowell sr sold his holdings inin chenangoChenango county and
made new purchases in tioga county in an indenture made
on august 30 1833 he purchased sixty five acres on the north
side of the susquehanna river in the town township of
tioga tioga county new york the deed names him as a
resident of the town of tioga1tioga1 his wife mariam bridgeman
stowell died in smithborosmithbornSmithboro tioga county new york septem-
ber 23 1833 at the age of sixty52sixty12sixty 5212 on june 28 1839 josiah
is identified as an inhabitant of the town of barton and
county of tioga an indenture made on february 3 1844
refers to him as being of chemung in the county of che-
mung and state of new york 34 he is reported to have died
at smithborosmithbornSmithboro but no death date is mentioned

that josiah stowell sr did not lose his ardor for the
faith isis attested to in a letter written by a member of the
church martha L campbell to joseph smith at the instiga

jacob morris papers 16516566
deed book 29 p 478 tioga county courthouse oswego new york the

deed books of tioga county contain many land transactions of josiah stowell
sr and his children particularly josiah stowell jr and horace stowell

2stowell stowell genealogy ppap 220250220230220 230250
deed book 63 p 107 chenangoChenango county office building norwich

new york
deed book 85 chenangoChenango county office building norwich new york

5stowell stowell genealogy p 229
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tion of brother stowell dated elmira chemung county new
york december 19 1843 it reads as follows

brother smith by the request of brother stowell I1 now
set down to write you he is quite unwell & isis some times
fearfullfearfullyfearfull that he cannot stand it through the winter & wishes
me to say to you that he wants your prayers & the prayers
of all the saints for the recovery of his health to in able him
to gether among the saints & he also wishes to know if you
could receive him as a brother he says he shall come out to
nauvoo next spring if he lives & has health to indureendure the
journey he says if he remains as well as at present he shall
venture to start he says he never staggard at the founda-
tion of the work for he knew to mutch concerning it if I1 un-
derstoodderstood him wright he was the first person that took the plates
out of your hands the morning you brought them in & he
observed blessed isis he that seeth & says he has seen & believed

he gave me strict chur charge to say to you his faith
isis good concercencerconcerningning the work 0off I1 the lord he has ever mani-
fested good feeling toward you and your fathers family &
also the church we do earnestly solicit your prayers for
us in regard to our health & also to besechbebech the lord for us
that he may open the way for us to come up to zion the
next season for to meet with the saints would be a delicious
morsel OG

whether the state of josiah stowell s health or word of the
death of joseph smith june 27 1844 were the factors which
precluded his going to nauvoo isis presently an unknown per-
haps even death denied him the delicious morsel which he
sought

not all of the early converts of the colesvillelesvilleCo branch
stayed faithful to their covenants or remained with the coles
ville group reed peck turned antagonistic towards mormon-
ism during the missouri period and witnessed against the
saints at a trial in richmond missouri in november 1838 he
was subsequently excommunicated from the church at a con-
ference in quincy illinois march 17 1839 W7 peck prepared a
strong anti mormon treatise containing his observations of the
mormon conflict in missouri which manuscript was extensive-
ly quoted by lu B cake in his examination of the rudiments

letter of martha L campbell to joseph smith jr december 19 18431845
josiah stowell papers located in LDS church historlhistorianhistoryan s office martha

1L campbell was a member of the LDS church at elmira new york having
been baptized at that place on august 9 1835 under the ministrations of elders
evan al greene and john young jr see journal history july 6 1835

DHC vol 3 ppap 209210209 210 284
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of mormonism As late as augustauaust 28 1862 he was living
in cortlandvilleCortlandville cortland county new york when he pur-
chased his son presson s land in the township of afton 539

there helieite died august 23 1894 and his wife clarissaclarissa00ciarissa00 was
later buried with him in the east afton cemetery although
he chose to disassociate himself fromfronigromfront the church reed peck s

father mother brother and sister continued with the saints
to nauvoo benjamin slade was another member of the
colesvillelesvilleCo branch who left the church and became a witness
for the state of missouri in the prosecution of the brethren at
richmond on january 13 1857 he and his wife roeana
roxa were listed as residents of the township of guilford

chenangoChenango county new york aaron slade jr went to
buffalo with the mormonscormons enroute for nauvoo but returned
and settled on the chemung 4

baptismal records are not available for others we associate
with the colesvilleCo lesville saints identified as a member of the
branch inin missouri in september 1833183518531855 clark slade is probably
one of the original broome chenango saints philip slade
and his wife eliza who may or may not have been associated
with mormonism are suspects they resided in chenangoChenango
township and were disposing of property in the village of
binghamton on march 2 1831 phebe crosby peck affiliated
with the colesvilleCo lesville branch her husband benjamin brother

lu B cake old mormon manuscript found peepstonePe epstone joe exposed
new york 1899 the original peck manuscript isis located inin the huntington

library san marino california
deed book 113 p 404 chenangoChenango county office building norwich new

york
reed peck married clarissa M peck and they were the parents of four

sons presson R frank F charles D george W and a daughter kate reed
peck file no 3852 petition of presson R peck october 14 1896 surrogate s
court chenangoChenango county office buildtbuildibuildingng norwich new york letter of presson
R peck to the hon albert F gladding norwich new york sept 29 1896
located inin file no 3852

reed peck file no 3852 petition of presson R peck october 14
1896 alice payne garden mrs henry chairman genealogical research com-
mittee new york state conference of the national society daughters of the
tkmericanamerican revolution complcompicimpl unpublished cemetery church and town
records etc 193019311930 1931 vol 1 p 9 located inin the guernsey memorial
library norwich new york

utah genealogical magazine vol 27 1936 ppap 787978 79
DHC vol 3 ppap 209210209 210
smith history of chenangoChe nango and madison counties neu york p 141

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318
deed book 13 p 462 broome county courthouse binghamton new

york the writer has not yet discovereddisco ered the relationship between the respective
slades named above
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of hezekiah peck died april 30 1829 prior to the organiz-
ation of the church later in missouri in about 1833 phebe
married joseph knight sr following the death of his first
wife polly peck knight 67

attempts are yet being made by the writer to trace a num-
ber of other prospective members of the Co lesville organiz-
ation among them a mr kimball who lived and carried
on sugar making about one half mile from my joseph hervy
home I1 was often in his shop people said that when smith
passed through the adjoining valley kimball joined them 68

the third conference of the church was convened at the
home of peter whitmer sr in fayette on january 2 1831
at that gathering the prophet joseph smith advanced a revela-
tion from the lord which vitally affected the entire colesvillelesvilleCo
membership wherefore for this cause I1 give unto you
the commandment that ye should go to the ohio and there I1
will give unto you my law and there you shall be endowed
with power from on high ii of this revolutionary an-
nouncementnouncement newel knight simply states

it was at this conference that we were instructed as a
people to begin the gathering of israel and a revelation
was given to the prophet on this subject

having returned home from conference inin obedience to
the commandment which had been given 1I together with
the colesvilleCo lesville branch began to make preparations to go to
ohio As might be expected we were obliged to make
great sacrifices of our property the most of my time was
occupied inin visiting the brethren and helping to arrange their
affairs so that we might travel together in one company 70

in the midst of these preparations hyrum smith presiding
elder of the colesvillelesvilleCo branch received the following com-
municationmunication from the prophet dated kirtland ohio march
3 1831

my dearly beloved brother hyrum I1 have had much con
cirnairncirnairn sic about you but I1 always remember you inin my prayers
calling upon god to keep you safe inin spite of men or devils
I1 think you had better come into this country immediately
for the lord has commanded us that we should call the elders

utah genealogical magazine vol 26 1935 ppap ios108los108109109log vol 27
193619561936 p 79

the oneonta herald oneonta new york january 18 1900
D & C 3832
scraps of biography p 68
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of this church to gether sic unto this place as sognsoonsoon as
possible 71

in response to this directive hyrum went to kirtland leaving
newel knight to supervise preparations for removal within
the branch indicative of the vast amount of preparation re-
quired to move a body of people are a sampling of the land
transactions which were necessitated

freeborn de mill disposed of thirty six acres on march 1

1831 and some twentyfivetwenty five acres on july 16 1830 the latter
undoubtedly by proxy rl12 aaron culver sold one hundred acres
on march 9 1831 71 in an indenture dated march 9 1831
newel knight sold the sixty acres which he had acquired from
his father joseph knight sr in 1828 774 joseph knight sr
apparently had some difficulty selling his land and was re-
quired to secure the services of an attorney william M water-
man the may 5 1831 broome republican bears this notice

FOR SALE THE farm lately occupied by joseph knight
situate in the town of colesvillelesvilleCo near the colesvillelesvilleCo bridge
bounded on one side by the susquehanna river and contain-
ing about one hundred and forty two acres on said farm
are two dwelling houses a good barn and a fine orchard
the terms of the sale will be liberal apply to

wm M watermanwaterman7575

newel was aided by his young brother joseph jr who in
early april of 1831 went on foot among certain of the breth-
ren to alert them concerning the proposed move 776 the exact
date of departure for the Co lesville saints in their journey to
ohio is difficult to establish it is probable that there was
more than one group on the move at about the same time
ithaca tompkins county new york was evidently the ap-
pointed rendezvous for the respective parties on the road

joseph smith papers located in LDS church historian s office see
also the letter of joseph smith to martin harris dated kirtland february 22
1831 which directs martin to send to colesvilleCo lesville and have either hiram
sicj c or newel to come immediately or both if they can be spared photoprint

of the original in the joseph smith papers apparently newel could not
be spared

deed book 13 p 298 deed book 12 p 448 the latter piece of land was
jointly owned with garrison de mill

JWibid deed book 14 p 299
ibid p 298
broome republican binghamton new york may 5 1831 p 3 micro-

film copy located in the binghamton free library binghamton new york
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844
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joseph knight jr states that in 1831 we met at ithaca and
came to buffalo together 77

there are some very interesting local accounts of having
witnessed the saints on the move harriet E shay recalls

I1 distinctly remember seeing the followers of joseph
smith jr of mormon fame go by my fathers george clap
pers house on the east side of the susquehanna river in the
town of afton county of chenangoChenango NY between afton
formerly south bainbridge and nineveh on what is now
known as the lewis poole farm

to the best of my recollection there were eight 8 or
ten 10 wagons they were covered like western emigrant
wagons and were drawn by oxen

one reason I1 remember so distinctly of the wagons going
by is from the fact that my uncle cornelius atherton was en-
gaged to be married to betsy peck daughter of hezekiah
peck who with his wife and son reed peck went with the
mormonscormons at that time hezekiah peck forbade the marriage
of betsy and uncle cornelius unless he would join the mor
mons and go with them this uncle cornelius would not do

that day was made impression to me as I1 witnessed the
sorrow of uncle cornelius who was at our house when the
wagon train went by

laisoI1 alsoaiso remember an incident which occurred about the
same time which later became more familiar to me as I1 be-
came acquainted with the parties stephen pratt was engaged
to be married to a peck girl a relative of hezekiah peck I1
think her name was anna just before the followers of smith
started they ran away and were married therefore they did
not go with the mormonscormonsMormons

I1 knew reed peck son of hezekiah well after he deserted
the mormonscormons at kirtland ohio or nauvoo he came back to
afton and spent his days above the village on east side of the
riverriver his place is known as pecks mills he died about three
years ago he was a man highly respected

mrs harriet E shay being duly sworn deposes and says
that the above statement isis true to the best of her knowledge
and belief

harriet E shay

subscribed and sworn ioto
before me this 27th day
of march 1903

delos van woert notary Public78

ibid
7jacobjacob morris papers 1656
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joseph hervy similarly remembered a party of departing
saints

passing through coventry into the town of lisle now
triangle thence up the south branch of halfway brook
a stream that had it risediserisegise inin the town of smithville and a
small village of that name my memory isis that some
twenty or thirty women girls men and boys on foot and in
two old fashioned western emigrant wagons comprised the
emigrating party I1 well remember hearing it talked that
women left their husbands and families to with smith 79

subpoenaed as a witness in colesvillelesvilleCo when only a few days
out newel knight recorded this plan has been adopted
by our enemies to add a little more to the persecutions already
heaped upon us the whole company declined traveling until
I1 should return 0 80O jared carter was to recount we went
to ethicaethical sic & took water to go to the ohio 81 ithaca is sit-
uated on the south end of cayuga lake which opened a system
of waterways all the way to ohio their route would have
taken them north viavlaviavla the cayuga and seneca canals which
generally followed the course of the seneca river and thence
into the erie canal system conveying them west to buffalo

at buffalo the colesvillelesvilleCo saints were frustrated in their
efforts to take a sloop for fairport ohio because the wind
blew from the lake and filled the harbor with ice so that we
were detained nearly two weeks 822 approximately a week after
their initial arrival they were joined by eighty saints who had
embarked from waterloo seneca county under the leadership
of lucy mack smith while these two groups were conversing
still another boat landed having on board about thirty breth-
ren among whom was thomas B marsh who immediately
joined us 83

while at buffalo jared carter was appointed to lead 12
or 13 Colesville brethren joseph knight jr among them
over land to dunkirk new york where they took a steamboat
to fairport ohio and then proceeded to kirtland this feat
was accomplished under very trying circumstances 84 according

9the oneonta herald oneonta new york january 18 1900
scraps of biography p 69
jared carter journals 183018341830 1834

2scraps of biography p 69
asmithsmith8smith history of the prophet joseph ppap 174 177

jared carter journals 183018341830 1834 joseph knights incidents of history
from 1827 to 1844
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to thete itinerary of freeborn demill the saints at buffalo were
finally able to take passage from that lake erie port on wed-
nesday may 11 1831 after a most disagreeable crossing due
to boisterous winds they reached fairport ohio on saturday
may 14 18311831 85 upon their arrival at kirtland it was advised
that the colesvillelesvilleCo branch remain together and go to a neigh-
boring town called thompson sixteen miles northeast of kirt-
land as a man by the name of copely had a considerable tract
of land there which he offered to let the saints occupy 86

here they were to be organized under the law of consecration
and stewardship however joseph knight jr recounts that
the arrangement with copley soon lost its attractiveness ne-
cessitating their removal to missouri

we went to kirtland ohio then to thompson
ohio and commenced preparing houses on a brothers land
who had a thousand acres my folks came on they were called
the colesvilleColesville church we planted and sowedbowed a great deal the
man was turned out of the church for bad conduct his name
was lemon copley he then began to persecute us and we
had to leave his farm and pay sixty dollars damage for fitting
up his houses and planting his ground we then had a revela-
tion to go to the western line of the states we arrived at
independence jackson co missouri 25 july 1831185118 31 87

the revelation referred to by joseph knight jr was given
to newel knight in consequence of the difficulties with lemon
copley and contains a directive that you shall take your jour-
ney into the regions westward unto the land of missouri unto
the borders of the lamanitesLamanites 88 again obedient to the prophet
the colesvilleCo lesville saints commenced their journey on june 28 1831
and reached independence as stated above on july 25 1831 899

newel knight leader of the expedition gives us some addi-
tional particulars

on the third day of july I1 took passage with the colesvilleColesville
company at wellsville ohio arrived at st louis on sunday
the 18th on sunday the 18th I1 took passage on the steamer
chieftain for independence mo where we arrived the 25th
august 2ndand commenced the first house in zion august 3rdard
the land of zion and the lot for the temple was concecratedconsecrated

journal history july 25 1831 scraps of biography p 69
scraps of biography p 69
joseph knights incidents of history from 1827 to 1844
D & C 548 DHC vol 1 p 181
journal history july 25 1831
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the colesvillelesvilleCo branch began to labor diligently on the 4thath of
august the first conference was held at the house of bro
lewis joshua lewis on the 7thath my mother polly peck
knight died the time now pasedbased sic inin our common
labourslaboureLabours building houses and sowing grain untill sic winter
jan 22 and 23 1832 A general conference was held at my
house where much business was done I1 was employed as
president of the branch the most of my time 90

settling in kaw township the colesvillelesvilleCo branch contin-
ued to maintain its identity throughout the stay in jackson
county july 25 1831 to december 1 1833 01 even when the
jackson mob drove them into clay county missouri during the
winter of 1833 newel knight attested that the colesvilleCo lesville
branch as usual kept together and formed a small settlement
on the missouri bottoms building themselves temporary
houses 9212 however in 1836 when the saints in clay county
were again required to leave their homes the Co lesville branch
became a nonentity its membership being absorbed into other
organizations of the church

from the very inception of mormonism the saints com-
prising the colesvilleCo lesville branch linked their lives inexorably with
the restored gospel and the volume which had inspired their
conversion the book of mormon they relinquished family
friends homes and material comforts in pursuit of their testi-
monies the prophet joseph smith was not unmindful of these
sacrifices on august 22 1842 while making entries in the
book of the law of the lord he formulated a tribute to certain
of the Co lesville membership which might well serve as a pro-
totype for all

I1 am now recording inin the book of the law of the
lord of such as have stood by me inin every hour of peril
for these fifteen long years past say for instance my aged
and beloved brother joseph knight sen who was among

newel knight journals 180018451800 1845 318 the writer specspecificallyficallyfinally cites
this reference because of a time discrepancy inin the published source scraps of
biography p 70 listing their travel from ohio to missouri as occurring inin the
month of june rather than july the manuscript accounts of newel
knight joseph knight jr and the time table of the freeborn de mill family
confirm july

journal history july 25 1831 the latter date december 1 1833
marks the departure of freeborn de mill from jackson county into clay county
missouriM issouri

2 2scrapsscraps of biography p 85 newel knight s wife sally coburn knight
sometimes spelled colburn died in clay county on september 15 1834 he

subsequently married lydia goldthwait at kirtland ohio november 24 1835
scraps of biography p 94
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the number of the first to administer to my necessities while
I1 was laboring in the commencement of the bringing forth of
the work of the lord and of laying the foundation of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints for fifteen years
he has been faithful and true and evenhandedeven handed and ex-
emplaryemplary and virtuous and kind never deviating to the right
hand or to the left behold he is a righteous man may god
almighty lengthen out the old man s days and may his
trembling tortured and broken body be renewed and inin the
vigor of health turn upon him if it be thy will consistently
0 god and it shall be said of him by the sons of zion
while there is one of them remaining that this man was a
faithful man inin israel therefore his name shall never be for-
gotten

there are his sons newel knight and joseph knight
jun whose names I1 record in the book of the law of the
lord with unspeakable delight for they are my friends 93

DHC vol 5 ppap 124125124 125



A note on
mormon americana at yale

JEFFREY R HOLLAND

one of the finest non mormon accumulations of important
manuscripts and materials relating to the first halfbalf century of
LDS history is stowed away in the yale university library
while mormon materials have been accruing to yale for years
the heart of this rich selection is a relatively recent gift the
william robertson coe collection one of six private colleccallec
tions1tionseions acquired by yale curators over the past two decades to
swell their now highly significant array of western americana
titles

the genesis of the coe collection dates back to 1910 when
mr coe purchased a ranch in wyoming from colonel buffalo
bill cody and began to identify himself with the needs and
interests of wyoming and the west in his work he frequently
cooperated with his friend the right reverend nathaniel S

thomas episcopal bishop of wyoming bishop thomas him-
self a collector of western books suggested to coe the desir-
ability of the formation of a library of western americana
while early material was still available the suggestion appealed
to coe and shortly thereafter he bought thomas small collec-
tion to serve as the nucleus for his own

As coe acquired utah materials his interest in the mormonscormons
increased and he made every effort to obtain documents from
the new york ohio missouri and illinois periods of the
church s history as well as anything pertaining to the early

mr holland is a yale university fellow where he is a doctoral candidate in
american studies

thehe other five are henry wagner s texas and middle west collection
walter mcclintock s indian collection winlock miller s pacific northwest
collection thomas streeter s texas collection and frederick W beinecke s
california and far west collection
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years in the great basin today at yale there are over nine
hundred mormon entries in the coe collection alone including
rare first editions personal correspondence from joseph brig-
ham and others and a variety of historically invaluable docu-
ments such as the bringhurst manuscripts the howard egan
papers the thomas L kane mormon papers etc 2

typical of the many book of mormon items which might
be pertinent to this spring 1970 number of BYU studies isis a
letter dated february 12 1830 and sent from one lucius fenn
of covert seneca county new york to one birdseye bronson
of winchester new hampshire massachusetts after a
rather staid beginning in which fenn notes the health of his
family and their desire for news from winchester he refers
to recent activities in the vicinity trouble caused by the free
masons the importance of the cold sober movement in halting
the spread of intemperance and then notes

there is somthingsomethingsom thing that has taken place lately that isis
mysterious to us it isis this there has been a bible found by
3 men but a short distance from us which is somthig remark-
able we think there was it is said an an angel appeared to
these 3 men and told them there was a bible concealed inin
such a place and if one of them would go to that place he
would find it he went and found as the angel said it was
in a stone chest what isis most to be wondered at isis this that
the man that found it could not read at all inin the english
language but he reald read this bible and nobody else
cannot it has been concealed there for fourteen hundred years
it is written on a kind of gold leaf it is the samesame that our isis
only there isis an addition to it they are a printing it inin pal-
myra it isis expected that it will come out soon so that we can
see it it speaks of the millenniammillenniarnMillenniamillenniumMillenniamrn day and tells when it is
a goeing to take place and it talks that the man that isis to find
this bible his name as joseph and his fathers name isis
joseph some people think that it is all a speculation and
some think that somthingsomethingsom thing isis going to take place different
from what has been for my part I1 do not know how it
will be but it is somthingsomethingsomthing singular to me as it respects
religion there has been considerable of an attention paid to it
this winter between these lakes and there has been consider-
able many as we humbly hope hahaveve been renewed by the
grace of god there isis a general solemnity upon the people

some significant other letters and papers are six letters from william
smith one ietterletter from lucy mack smith one letter from joseph smith from
the liberty jail sixty letters from brigham young several john C bennett
letters one in which he says he does not really believe all he has printed against
the church and papers of pickel oliver olney and thomas sharp et al
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generally in these parts and we hope that there will be a
greater pouringourpouringoutpouringour of the spirit than ever 3

A letter such as this written from the immediate neighbor-
hood of the peter whitmer farm where only six months earlier
joseph had been finishing the work of translation would appear
to be of at least passing interest for several reasons it seems
to acknowledge the very early public role of the three witness-
es it is indicative of the interest and enthusiasm with which
some new york contemporaries would receive the book of
mormon as it came off the press later that spring and it is

suggestive of the socioreligioussocio religious climate of northwestern new
york in 1830

while this particular item may not be of profound signifi-
cance one wonders what other pieces of greater importance
are yet lying in the yale university library or some maiden
aunt s attic in any case there is a good deal of wading and
winnowing yet to be done here and elsewhere by both the
self styled and professional LDS historians

thishis letter has already been published in mortenson and mulder among
the cormonsmormons new york alfred A knopf 1958

features in the SUMMER 1970 issue

calorimetry and metal binding inin biology by james J christensen
and reed M izatt

abraham in egypt by thomas W mackay

ideals of mormonscormons and gentiles in utah and other states by
virgil B smith
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