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berrett s book is an invaluable tool to any traveler in
the middle east it includes most of the identifiable biblical
sites and many non biblical points of interest plus dozens of
maps charts diagrams and color and black and white photographs latter day saints will find references to LDS scriptures which pertain to the various locations
local guides
dr berrett in his preface correctly states
do not always know what the individual visitor wishes to
see
often LDS tourists are disappointed because they are unable to receive the mormon point of view of the places they
visit A good example of where dr berrett has included inte
teresting LDS insights to a particular location is his material
qurnran community and the dead sea scrolls appp
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mormons however should find this travel
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guide equally helpful because only a small fraction of the total
content makes reference co
io LDS scriptures and writings and
these are usually at the end of the biblical material
the book gives a comprehensive coverage of ten countries
cyprus egypt greece iraq italy jordan lebanon syria
turkey and with the emphasis of course on israel the latter
comprises almost one third of the book
although arranged by country further subdivision by area
town and specific sites are made there is a brief thumbnail
history given of each location both ancient and modern and
all the scriptures which pertain to that particular spot all sites
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are listed in a logical sequence of travel to avoid backtracking
however if the traveler s itinerary does not coincide with dr
berrett s the comprehensive index enables one to readily find
whatever river monument tomb mountain city lake ruin or
museum one happens to be interested in
the maps and charts are very complete and well done including maps of what is in some of the tombs and a floor plan
of certain museums also helpful are numbers in the text that
correspond to the same sites on the maps
guiding a group of students to the temple wall in the old
city of jerusalem I1 lost my way last summer in the maze of
narrow winding streets however with dr berrett s book in
hand I1 soon had our group headed in the right direction withdidn t know where 1I was
out anyone suspecting that I1 dian
the uniformity of style throughout the book makes it
easy to use instead of having to get used to the peculiarities
of different maps brochures guide books for every area
visited for example biblical names always appear first in
one type face modern names next in another style of type variants definitions of names translation and other explanatory
matters are next in italics
it is difficult to criticize this work it is so well done A
few words about the time it takes to go from one location to
another would be helpful since those used to thinking in terms
of mileage on US roads or freeways will find themselves
running late as they navigate the ancient roads throughout the
near east modern road numbers might also be included plus
accomodations however dr bersome general information on accommodations
rett probably intentionally avoided getting into this area because economic growth especially in israel would make any
treatment of this nature out of date within a short time
the book still includes the sites of occupied areas of israel
under their original country for example information on the
sinai peninsula is still listed under egypt should that nation
regain the territory lost in the six day war of 1967 the book
will again be correct however with the israel development
in this area they apparently don t intend this to happen
one of the finest features is the excellent overview of history of each country from ancient times to the present both
in outline and summary this makes discovering the world
of the bible a valuable book not only a travel guide but an
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excellent reference book for any serious students of the bible
and history
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no single topic demands greater attention of latter day
saints than the quest for celestial exaltation this concern is
the subject of a short ten chapter book entitled the way to
the sun by a young LDS author this brief outline of the
plan of salvation which might have been more appropriately
titled the way to the son is expressly written for latter
day saints who haven t yet reached perfection but who are
struggling to live the basic principles of the gospel seeking
fellowship with the savior and desiring to partake wholeheartedly of the love of god specifically the author s purposes are to help the readers find the greatest happiness
the love of god to bring them to jesus christ their personal
guide and to help them live celestial lives on earth that they
might be exalted in the hereafter
to fulfill his purposes barrus deals very briefly with these
basic themes
thernes celestial happiness or the love of god jesus
christ as the spiritual light of our lives faith as the foundation of all things prayer becoming disciples of christ love
ciferss way the value
lucifer
suffering as a part of the plan of life Lu
of scripture study and mortality as a time of testing barrus
discussion is written mainly in hortatory style
we must
and draws upon statements primarily from the scriptures for
support and clarification
the way to the sun fulfills only in part the stated purposes of the author the book deals with some basic elements
and principles of the plan of salvation but omits a number of
author s purpose of illum
illumining
others crucial to the autlior
ining the way
to exaltation for instance little or no mention is made of the
role of gospel ordinances in our lives or the place of the
temple nor is specific treatment given of such vital exaltation
principles as sacrifice or consecration this criticism is meant
only to suggest the need for a more precise statement of the
book s coverage moreover it would seem that in an attempt

