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contributing authors serve in various
academic fields, and the book includes
their biographies so that the reader may
better contextualize the diverse perspectives of the essayists.
The Oxford Handbook of Mormonism
is organized into eight sections beginning with “History of Mormonism.” This
section discusses not only the history of
Mormonism, but also the development
of Mormon studies as a scholarly field.
Essays explore topics on Mormons in
Utah and around the world, women’s
relationship with the Church, and differences between Latter-day Saints and
the Community of Christ. The next
two sections, “Revelation and Scripture”
and “Ecclesiastical Structure and Praxis,”
give broad overviews of elements in the
Church such as the Bible and the Book
of Mormon, revelation on an individual
and Church level, missionary work, the
priesthood, and temples. “Mormon
Thought,” the fourth section, focuses
more on theology than the other sections. The doctrines of revelation, the
nature of God, the Atonement, and
the plan of salvation are all included.
The “Mormon Society” section treats
social discussions such as family structure, gender, race, politics, and lived
religion. “Mormon Culture” examines
popular and folk culture, the relevance
of geography in Mormon culture, and
relationships with art, architecture, literature, music, and media. The Oxford
Handbook concludes with “The International Church” and “Mormonism in the
World Community.” In these final two
sections, Mormonism is studied in its
locations in Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Pacific, and also in relation
to world religions, law, and politics.
The Oxford Handbook of Mormonism
contributes considerably to the burgeoning field of Mormon studies. The essays
are logically and neatly organized in the
eight sections, yet each topic is distinct.

The essays are current and should provide a valuable resource for those in
Mormon studies, as well as for general
readers interested in the open landscape
of American and world religions. The
Oxford Handbook is not so much a reference handbook as it is a collection of
essays, editorials, and articles. This guide
will give modern scholars an understanding of the status of Mormon studies today and the possibilities for where
it can go in the future.
—Janeen Christensen
Meine Suche nach dem lebendigen Gott:
Gedanken aus dem Leben von F. Enzio
Busche, edited by Tracie A. Lamb, translated by Wolfgang Gebauer (Leipzig:
Leipziger Universitätsverlag, 2015)
In 2004, Deseret Book published Yearning for the Living God: Reflections from
the Life of F. Enzio Busche. Eleven years
later, this book was translated and published in German by Leipziger Universitätsverlag (Leipzig University Press),
a noteworthy and perhaps unique publishing event in Latter-day Saint history.
That a prestigious German university
press would publish the biography of an
LDS General Authority speaks volumes
about the respect Elder Busche still
commands in his native land.
Born in Dortmund in 1930, three
years before Hitler’s rise to power, Enzio
found himself at age fourteen drafted
into the faltering German army. When
the war ended, he, along with most of
his fellow countrymen and -women,
learned the horrible truth about Hitler’s
Third Reich. Enzio found himself full of
questions: Who is man? Is there a God?
What is the purpose of life? What happens after death?
So began his search for the living
God, which eventually brought him in
contact with the Mormon missionaries.

Book Notices V 207

After a lengthy investigation of the until October 2000. For the first three
Church, Enzio eventually agreed to be years of this period, he served as presibaptized, but only after extracting the dent of the Germany Munich Mission,
promise that he would never have to and from 1987 to 1989 he was president
hold a calling or give a talk. Of course of the Frankfurt Germany Temple. A
these were conditions he himself out- particularly moving chapter is devoted
grew, becoming in time the first Ger- to “Die Heiligen überall in der Welt”
man called to serve as an LDS General (the Saints in All the World), detailing
Authority, a calling that enabled him extraordinary experiences he shared
to speak to congregations in forty-one with ordinary members of the Church
countries, forty-five of the fifty United during his many travels.
States, seven Canadian provinces, and
This is a unique book about a unique
eighty cities in his native Germany.
man and is now available in his native
This biography briefly touches upon tongue. It should be of special interest
Elder Busche’s youth; devotes several to Latter-day Saints in Germany or to
chapters to his conversion, baptism, and those, like me, who served missions in
early years as a Latter-day Saint; dis- German-speaking countries and wish
cusses his family and business dealings; to read Elder Busche’s story in the lanand concludes with his experiences as guage they once spoke as representaa member of the First Quorum of Sev- tives of the Church.
enty, where he served from October 1977
—Roger Terry

