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words in the past have been the turning point of major debates
on succession it would have been wise to clarify the situation
but the faults are all minor the book is a major and long
derailment of this imoverdue contribution to the step by step detailment
im
portant subject due to its appearance shortly after the succession of president joseph fielding smith to the presidency some
slon
church members have been prone to dismiss it as a quickly
prepared volume to capitalize on a cresting wave of interest in
things successional far from that it is the product of several
years careful and responsible study and should deservedly become the touchstone for discussions of the topic indeed the
incontestable fact that this very fundamental doctrine has been
progressively refined to its present state has implications that
go far beyond succession it applies with equal force to concepts
of prophetic knowledge revelation and essentially the whole
of our understanding of the gospel that virtually all our
gospel doctrines are best elucidated under this same developmental truth is a point that has not been appreciated by either
church members at large or many of our authors and commentators it is to be hoped that durham and heath will contribute
to the recognition of that concept as well as to an accurate
understanding of succession the book is highly recommended
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most of his black brothers would call him an uncle tom
many of his white brothers at BYU have showered him with

211

BOOK REVIEWS

almost apologetic kindness and attention in an effort to somehow demonstrate to everyone and themselves that they are
not racists that they really like al cherry black al cherry
having found himself a center of attention among other
mormon students it is not surprising that cherry should publish something like its you and me lord the subtitle my
experience as a black mormon will obviously make the book
sell it made the reviewer apprehensive of a focus on popular
controversy rather than upon substance but apprehension of
mere controversial content are quickly stilled even lulled to
sleep as the first two thirds of the already short book pass
quickly without any mention of the LDS church but with two
strikes against him cherry finally delivers something really
meaningful in a casual friendly rendering of his feelings he
somehow manages to avoid the defensive sort of logical argumentation that tends to plague pro mormon publications on
this subject rather than quoting stories of the pre
pro existence or
dubious conclusions from questionable survey data cherry
simply explains that for him the important thing in god s
kingdom will not be who leads us there but simply who gets
there at the same time he delivers strong and well deserved
criticism of complacent priesthood holders and of apologetic
mormons
cormons who have told him they would not have joined the
church had they been black
hopefully cherry s book will signal some kind of change
from the traditional defense argument approach by mor
mons to this subject unfortunately but almost inevitably lat
ter day saints had to await a black to begin to make this
change
it is ironic that while a black convert student was publishing its you and me lord another student a returned
missionary who also sincerely cared for the people of the
church and was committed to the church s humanitarian and
moral ideals was publishing mormonisms
Mormoni sms negro policy
social and historical origins stephen taggart s conclusion
eviquite different from cherry s is that the weight of the evi
evl
dence suggests that god didn
dian t curse the black man his white
children did taggart s well written and very readable little
book carefully traces the development of the mormon negro
policy concluding that the policy stems from conciliatory efforts made by joseph smith and others in response to social
11
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stress created by the church s location in the 1830s in proslavery missouri taggart s facts are generally well documented although one key document an extra edition of
the evening and morning star which was printed in july of
1833 is summarized by taggart rather than quoted directly
and is never footnoted many of his statements are carefully
qualified in an effort to preserve historical accuracy but most
of the pivotal conclusions and often the basic assumptions with
which he examines many of the documented statements are
questionable at best A policy statement printed in the revised
edl
edi
edition
tilon of the doctrine and covenants in 1835 which cautioned
against disobedience or disrespect for the law which at the
time legitimized slavery is interpreted by taggart as having
been a formal credential of the church s proslavery colors
his interpretations of the motives of joseph smith and others
are usually couched in such phrases as probably intended or

apparently intended
taggart s documented evidence in itself positively rela
reia
tes
relates
the policy s first definition to the
dle missouri period but estabdie
lishes little beyond that that due
the policy s definition was related to that period is only logical social situations usually
act to necessitate policy definition but no evidence presented
by taggart substantiates his thesis that social stress determined
the policy s content the real core of his case is taggart s own
unsubstantiated conclusions such as joseph smith s having
conveniently added allusions to priesthood denial
dental to the first
chapter of abraham in the pearl of great price in an effort to
manufacture a theological justification for his negro policy
which up to that point had rested only on reheated southern
fundamentalist dogma what taggart presents finally is a
new and very good adaptation of the old argument that
joseph smith was a very good and resourceful man that the
church is probably the best but that at least some of what
is claimed to be revealed from god is of ordinary human
origin
hopefully before or after reading taggart s interpretation
of the revelatory significance of the policy the reader will
consider the official statement of the first presidency reported
in the february 1970 priesthood bulletin which restates the
position of the church with regard to the negro both in society
and in the church

