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T edgar lyon
we the editorial board and editors of brigham young university

studies wish to express our sympathy and sense of loss at the passing
of a member of the editorial board T edgar lyon has served on the
board for nearly ten years from 1969 until his death on september
20197820 1978

an outstanding scholar in history christian studies and LDS
church history particularly the nauvoo period he was the author
of nearly 200 scholarly articles book reviews and church lesson
manuals as well as several books

born and reared in salt lake city utah T edgar lyon upon
graduation from the university of utah with a BA in history in
1927 joined the church education system as a seminary teacher in
rigby idaho he attended the university of chicago where he re-
ceived an MA degree in christian history in 1932 and later in
1962 he received a phd degree in history from the university of
utah in 1933 having earlier served as a proselyting missionary in
the netherlands he returned to that country as mission president

he was a great teacher for over forty years he served in the
church educational system as teacher and associate director of the
university of utah institute of religion he was a popular teacher
because he blended an abundant knowledge and a great faith and tes-
timony with a vibrant sense of humor and a deep concern for his
students



dr lyon was a leading expert on the nauvoo period of church
history in 1963 he was appointed research historian of nauvoo rest-
orationto ration inc at the time of his death he was preparing a volume
on the nauvoo period for the projected sixteen volume history of
the saints his death is a great loss to the completion of this particu-
lar work of scholarship for his vast knowledge and perspective as a
historian and his percipience and skill as a writer will be impossible
to replace

we are thankful for T edgar lyons life of service and scholar-
ship and for his willing contribution of time and energy in the years
he served as a member of the editorial board of BYU studies

and though that he were worthy he was wys
and of his port as meke as isis a mayde
he never yet no vileinye ne sayde
in al his lyfalyf untoun to no maner wight
he was a berrayverray parfit gentil knight

chaucer

he will be greatly missed among us



what of the lectures on faith

leland H gentry

introduction
latter day saint history is replete with historical questions some

of which pertain to what are termed the lectures on faith what are
the lectures on faith how did they originate why were they
taken out of the doctrine and covenants who wrote and delivered
them it is the purpose of this paper to examine these questions and
to supply some plausible answers

the lectures on faith are a series of seven theological presen-
tations made to the school of the elders held in kirtland ohio
during the winter of 1834 353 5 1 for more than eighty years these lec-
tures were printed with the revelations of god to joseph smith in
every english edition of the doctrine and covenantscovenancolenants 2 although
never held to be on a par with the revelations themselves the lec-
tures were widely used as doctrinal aids by members and missionaries
during this period 3

in 1921 the lectures were removed from the doctrine and cov-
enants for reasons later to be shown since that time interest in and
use of the lectures in the church has waned considerably As joseph
fielding smith once observed the rising generation knows little
about the lectures on faith 7141144 fewer still it would seem understand
their doctrinal importance it is not the intent of this paper how-
ever either to examine the doctrinal implications of the lectures or
to speak at length concerning their present value for latter day
saints A thorough study of the teachings of the lectures would be
the subject for another article

the printed format for the lectures is a fairly simple one each of
the first five lectures is divided into two parts a formal argument

leland H gentry isis an instructor at the salt lake institute of religion at the university of utah
the lectulecoulecturesres were first given inin december 1834 and appear to have borne the title lectures on

theology later at or near the time of their publication the title was changed to lectures on faith
joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of lutterlatterlufter day saints ed B H roberts 2ndand ed

rev salt lake city deseret book 1959 601gol60 21762 176 180 hereafter cited as aqhqHC
some of the earliest revelations given to joseph smith were initially published inin 1833 under the

title A book of commandments for the government of the church of christ zion independence mo
W W phelps and co 1833 in august 1835 a new edition containing many more revelations was
published inin kirtland ohio this new publication doctrine & covenants of the church of the latter day
saints kirtland ohio F G Wwilliamsiliamsilliams and co 1835 also included the lectures on faith

joseph3josephajoseph fielding smith seek ye earnestly salt lake city deseret book co 1970 p 194
ibid



and a catechism designed to test student understanding and reten-
tion of the basic information provided 5atbat5 at varying intervals the stu-
dent is also urged to commit portions of his study to memory 6 in
addition the discourses are laid out in an impressive if somewhat
redundant manner and each line of argument is thoroughly but-
tressed with supporting scripture 7

much evidence exists to show that the lectures were composed
with care and precision each except the first begins with a brief
paragraph summarizing the arguments of the one before then fol-
lows a second paragraph which sets forth the leading thought of that
particular lecture each lecture builds in systematic fashion upon its
predecessor until the final conclusion is reached in lecture seven
namely that faith in god is an essential feature of mans quest for
eternal life

historical background

in order to understand the essential background of the lectures
it is necessary to know something about the school of the elders and
its predecessor the school of the prophets both were held in kirtl-
and ohio the school of the prophets from january to april 1833
and the school of the elders from november 1834 to march 1835
learning is and always has been a cardinal principle of the latter
day saint faith 8 and the establishment and maintenance of schools
have received much attention wherever the church has gone

the aforementioned schools were unique in that their attention
was directed solely to the adult males of the church many of whom

the catechismal portions of the lectures are labeled questions and answers on the foregoing
principles queries such as what isis theology or how old was noah when shem was bom form
a part of each catechism each question isis followed by an answer taken froinfrom the lecture and isis accom-
panied by appropriate scriptural citations in assigning a reason for including the catechism with the
lectures ththemselvesmselves the latter day saints messenger and advocate kirtland ohio 1 may 183512218351855 122
states it was found that by annexing a catechism to the lectures as they were presented the class
made greater progress than otherwise and inin consequence of the additional proofs itit was preserved inin
compiling

nels B lundwall comp A compilation containing the lectures on faith salt lake city N B

Lnlundwalldwalldwail ndn d ppap 47 53 60
while most of the scriptural citations come from the bible brief quotations are also cited from the

book of mormon and joseph smiths new translation or inspired version of the bible
such8suchhsuch mormon aphorisms as the glory of god isis intelligence dacd&c 9336903693 36 it isis impossible for

a man to be saved inin ignorance dacd&c 1316131151 6 and A man isis saved no faster than he gets knowledge
teachings of the prophetjosephprophet joseahjoseph smith comp joseph fielding smith salt lake city deseret book co
1959 p 217 while uttered inin contexts having definite spiritual application have long been employed
to induce church members to seek secular learning
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could neither read nor write 9 when it is remembered that the early

propagatorspropagatory of the faith were called upon to proselyte men whose
academic attainments often exceeded that of the elders the keenly
felt need for educational growth and assistance will be readily appar-
ent one could scarcely recommend the book of mormon as the
word of god if he himself could not read it

the school of the prophets was called into being by revelation
although primarily intended for growth in things spiritual 10 the
school did not confine itself to such matters indeed the revelation
directing that the school be formed commanded its members to be-
come instructed more perfectly in theory in principle in doctrine
in the law of the gospel in all things that pertain unto the kingdom
of god members were also urged to study

things both inin heaven and inin the earth and under the earth things
which have been things which are things which must shortly come to
pass things which are at home things which are abroad the wars and
the perplexities of the nations and the judgments which are on the
land and a knowledge also of countriescountries and of kingdoms

sometime in april 1833 the school of the prophets closed in

joseph smiths schooling consisted of training inin reading writing and basic arithmetic most likely
received at home josephs father joseph smith sr had taught school inin vermont prior to moving to
new york and itit may have been from him that joseph smith jr received his early education see
lucy mack smith history of ofjosephjoseph smith by his mother ed preston nibley salt lake city bookcraft
195811958 p 46 joseph smiths situation was by no means unique brigham young had gone to school
only eleven days before he joined the church inin 1832 see journal of discourses 26 vols london
latter day saints book depot 1855 86 1317613 176 on the other hand there were exceptions oliver
cowdery sidney rigdon william E mcclellinmclellinMcLellin and orson hyde had all taught school prior to 1830
and each played an important role inin the early efforts of the saints to increaseincrease their education orson
hyde had attended burronburton academy near kirtland ohio where he studied grammar geography arith-
meticmenc and rhetoric william E mclellinmcclellinMc Lellin had taught inin five states prior to his move to kirtland his
tory of orson hyde MS ppap 3 4 special collections harold B lee library brigham young univer
sity see also latter day salrissaintstarmastarnas messenger and advocate kirtland ohiolobiolohio I11 february 18351801835180.18351855 80

meetings of the school of the prophets were solemn assemblies inin which light speeches
laughter lustful desires pride and light mindedness were excluded dacd&c 8888121121 meetings
began about sunrisesunrise and continued until about 4 PM each member was required to appear for study inin
clean linen and was to have bathed beforehand how often the school met isis not known but each

timetime itit did meet the sacrament of the lords supper was administered according to the pattern set forth
inin the new testament john 13 see minutes regarding the school of the prophets utah phase MS
3 october 1883 church historical department salt lake city utah the information provided about
this school was furnished by zebedee coltrin only surviving member of the 1833 school hereafter this
source will be cited as Coltricoltrinscoltnnscoltrinens testimony

dac11d&cd&c 887888 78 79 orson hyde served as teacher inin the school but sidney rigdon also lectured on
grammar coltrineColtricoltnnscoltrinsns testimony 11 october 1883 another source states that TF G williams M D
sidney rigdon william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin M D orson hyde and joseph smith are said to have instructed
from rimetimetimerime to time inin the common academic branches H S salisbury history of education inin the
church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saintssamts journal of history 15 192212631922 263265 A brief but illuminating
survey of this phase of mormon history may be obtained by consulting orlen curnscurtis peterson A hist-
ory of the schools and educational programs of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints inin
ohio and Mismlsmissourisoun 1831 1839 masters thesis brigham young university 1972 chap 3
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tending to commence again in the fall 111212 in the meantime plans
were laid to commence a school for the elders of the church who
should come together to receive instruction preparatory for their
missions and ministry 111313 whereas1113whereas the school of the prophets was
intended primarily for leaders of the church only the school of the
elders was open to all potential missionaries

neither school commenced as anticipated by the fall of 1833
the church was deeply involved in its missouri troubles 14 through-
out the winter and the next spring members were busily engaged in
raising an army zions camp to aid the stricken missouri saints
plans for further schooling were temporarily set aside 15

the fall of 1834 saw in the church the revival of educational
interest near the end of october writes joseph smith it was nec-
essary to make preparations for the school for the elders 16 16whereinwherein
they might be more perfectly instructed in the great things of god
during the coming winter A special room located in the recently
completed printing office in kirtland was appointed as the class-
room for instruction 17 it was here that the lectures on faith were

times and seasons nauvoo illinois 5 1 january 184475318447551844 755753 see also HC 13401 340540 precisely why
theherhe school closed at this timetime isis not known A revelation given to joseph smith on 1 june 1833 reports
that my servants sinned a very grievous sinsin and contentionscontentions arose inin the school of the prophets which
was very grievous unto me saith your lord therefore I1 sent them forth to be chasteneychastenedchastened dacd&c 951095 10
but itit was also the spring and timetime to begin spring work the pattern inin all of the schooling offered inin
kirtland during the datterlatter day saint sojourn there was for the elders to use their winterswinters inin educating
themselves and their springs and summers for plowing planting and preaching coltrin claims that the
school closed however so that the brethren could go to work to obtain funds for the purchase of three
farms inin kirtland which were needed inin order to complete the kirtland temple these farms belonged
to peter french elijah smith and a mr morley coltrineColtricoltrinscokrinsCokrinsns testimony 11 october 1883 it isis pos-
sible that all three factors operated to bring the school to a close

otidesotimestimes and seasons 5 1 january 18447541844 754 55 see also HC 154213421 342542
lainiainin july of 1833 hostilities threatened to break out inin jackson county missouri between the mor

mons and their missouri neighbors matters calmed somewhat however until late october and early
november when an estimated 1000 saints were forcibly evicted from their homes thereafter atten-
tiontion centered on how to help the exiles inin their efforts to recover their lands and this left little time for
the pursuit of educational matters for an account of the missouri difficulties their causes and results
see warren A jennings zion Is fled phophdph D diss university of florida 1962 chaps 4 and 5

see dacd&c 10155101 55 60 1032210322541032234103loy 223422225434 for a brief account of this episode inin LDS church history see
wilburn D talbot zions camp masters thesis brigham young university 1973 and peter
crawley and richard L anderson zions camp BYU studies 14 summer 19744061974 406 20

A similar school of the same name was held during the summer of 1833 inin missouri with parley
P pratt as teacher and president for elder pratts interesting account of the school and his personal
relationship thereto see his autobiography of parley P pratt salt lake city deseret book 1960 ppap
92 93 he was commended by revelation for his part inin the school see dac 97397975 3 6

HC 21692 169 70 according to one source the building was hastened to itsits completion through the
efforts of lucy mack smith joseph smiths mother see salisbury history of education inin the
church 152641026415 264 precisely how many elders attended the school isis not known though joseph smith
reports that itit was well attended HC 21752 175 76 the numbers could not have been too many how-
ever for the meeting place was a small room a mere 30 by 38 feet and was also used for sunday
worship servicesservices it was so small that those who appeared for worship on the sabbath sometimessometimes had to
be turned away and itit gradually became the practice for members to take turns staying home so that all
could have an equal chance inin attending caroline B crosbysCrosbys journal MS church historical depart
ment
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delivered to and carefully studied by the elders
classwork commenced somewhere between the middle and last

of november the classes being mostly elders wrote the prophet
tt gave the most studious attention to the all important object of
qualifying themselves as messengers of jesus christ to be ready to do
his will in carrying glad tidings to all that would open their eyes
ears and hearts 18 how often classes convened or during which
hours of the day is not known 19 but the school continued until the
last week in march 1835 at which time the elders thus trained were
given opportunity to go forth and proclaim the gospel 2010

the lectures on faith were initially published in complete form
in 1835 in the first edition of the book of doctrine and covenants 21

A few years later parley P pratt republished the lectures in the new-
ly founded millennial star a british mission publication As editor
of the new periodical elder pratt informed his readers that he was
presenting them with a brief course of lectures on the first prin-
ciples of theology 112222

the period between 1840 and 1900 can best be described as a

settlingttsettling in period during which time use of the lectures solidified
in the church in 1850 john davis of methyr tydvil wales made
the lectures available in welsh 23 later in 1878 orson pratt wrote
from england wondering whether or not to include the lectures in a

HCIHC 21762 176
the elders school of 1835 1836 met from 100010 00 AM to 4004 00 PM each day this may have been

the pattern of the 1834 1835 school also sincesince both schools had a similar intent namely to qualify the
elders as messengers ofjesusof jesus christ ibid ppap 176 218 430 33 476 see also erastus snows testitesti-
mony inin minutes of the school of the prophets utah phase one can gather an idea of how busy the
elders were during the 1835 sessionsession from oliver cowderysCowderys answer to a proposal from sampson avard
that the latter bring a seriesserlesseriesserles of philophilosophiphilosophicalphilosophysophi calcai lectures to kirtland inin the fall of the same year cowdery
replied by letter that the elders were much too busily engaged inin other studies to attend letter of
cowdery to avard 15 december 1835 oliver cowdery letters church historical department

1hc21hcjhc 2218
21 21shortlyshortly after the doctrine and covenants was published variousvarious quorums of the priesthood met

inin kirtland to express themselves regarding the book many of those present testified that the book was

true and its contents were the doctrine and covenants of their faith nothing however was said

concerning the lectures except by john smith who representing the kirtland high council bore rec-
ord that the lectures were judiciously arranged and compiled and were profitable for doctrine HC
22442 244

tae22thetac lafterlatterlaffer day saints millennial star manchester england 1 september 18401291840 129 the first
four lectures appeared inin volume 1 ppap 129 33 137 50 169 74 and 241 45 the last three lectures
appeared inin volume 3 ppap 13538135 38 150 52 165 69 A careful check shows that the lectures werbewerewerb pub-
lished by parley P pratt precisely as they stood inin the original publication without emendations of any
sort it isis possible that the delay inin the publication of the last three lectures was occasioned by the soon
to be printed doctrine and covenants inin liverpool this was the first foreign edition of the doctrine
and covenants and did not make its appearance until 1845

2323journaljournal history 31 december 1850 p 2 church historical department the journal history isis a

day today scrapbook history of the church it should not be confused with the journal of history a

publication of the reorganized church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter daysaintsday saints
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new publication of the doctrine and covenants which he was pre-
paring john taylor then president of the twelve and presiding offi-
cer of the church replied the lectures on faith were published
with the sanction and approval of the prophet joseph smith and we
do not feel that it is desirable to make any alteration in that regard
at any rate not at the present 1114two24 two decades later in 1897 edwin F
parry a missionary in england and a writer for the millennial star
penned a brief article in which he recommended the lectures as an
excellent study for missionaries the lectures he wrote are
plain and logical and every assertion made in them is fully sustained
by conclusive scriptural proof 1525112525

shortly after the turn of the century the doctrine and cov-
enants was adopted as a course of study for the mutual improvement
association of the church prior to their study of the revelations
however students were treated to a brief historical outline of the lec-
tures by elder john A widtsoeWidtsoe the review is largely a series of quo-
tations which show the genesis of the lectures and their relationship
to the doctrine and covenants 26

later on in 1921 the lectures on faith were removed from the
doctrine and covenants no edition since that time has carried
them A number of years later the exact date is not known nels
B lundwall a compiler and publisher of books in the salt lake city
area reprinted the lectures the 1906 07 historical sketch by dr
john A widtsoe and a treatise on true faith by orson pratt were
included in the new publication lundwall entitled his work A com-
pilationpi lation containing the lectures on faith the pamphlet has current cir-
culationcu in the church

WHY THE LECTURES WERE REMOVED

some have wondered why the lectures on faith were removed
from the doctrine and covenants the answer is not difficult to
find their inclusion in the book of doctrine and covenants had
gained for the lectures a position of honor not likely intended by
those who first placed them there they were study helps not revelacevela

24 24letterletter of john taylor to orson pratt first presidency letterpress copybooks vol Z 1877 1949
1 april 1879 these letterbooksletterbooks are housed in the church historical department

2millennialmillennial star 59 august 18975221897 522
2generalgeneral board of the YMMIA modernmodem revelation the history and message of the doctrine and

covenants MIA manual 1906071906 07 salt lake city skelton publishing 1906 ppap 31 37 elder widtsoe
was at this time teaching at brigham young university the course he wrote covered two years of
study for the mutual improvement association young men and women john A widtsoeWidtsoe in a sunlit
landind salt lake city deseret news press 1952 p 93
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tionseions when it became apparent that some in the church were ac-
cording these doctrinal aids dignity equal to and sometimes surpass-
ing that of the revelations themselves the lectures were removed
joseph fielding smith one of three apostles appointed to look into
the question of removing the lectures 2717 once explained the reason
they were taken out of the doctrine and covenants was that they
were not revelations they were only helps although he had per-
sonal regard for the lectures and often cited them inii his spoken and
written works elder smith wished it distinctly understood that the
lectures were removed not because as some had claimed they con-
tained false doctrinedoctrine2872812828 but because they were not now considered
and were not considered when they were placed in the doctrine and
covenants on a par with the revelations 3129112929

charles W penrose member of the first presidency in 1921 was
also in a position to know the facts in a private letter written prior
to the deletion of the lectures he stated

the statement that the lectures on faith which have been pub-
lished from time to time in the book of doctrine and covenants were
never considered or published as revelations isis correct they were
considered to be very excellent expositions of the doctrines contained
therein but never ranked as the word of the lord which isis contained
in the real book of doctrine and covenants

there is no need of any regrets concerning the publication of the
lectures they contain a great many very fine thoughts well expressed
but they are not an essential part of the book and can be eliminated if
necessary without any detriment to the revelations contained in the
book 5030

the lectures did pose one significant doctrinal problem for the
church it had long been accepted church doctrine that the father
ie god has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as mans the

son also but the holy ghost has not a body of flesh and bones but
is a personage of spirit 113131 lecture five contained a statement which
seemed to contradict this view it reads

there are two personages who constitute the great matchlessmatchlesmatchleschies s gov-
erning and supreme power over all things by whom all things were

the committee was composed of joseph fielding smith john A widtsoeWidtsoe and james E talmage
with elder talmage as committee chairman

18 smith18smith seek ye earnestly p 194
joseph fielding smith doctrines of salvation 3 vols salt lake city bookcraft 1956 23042 304504 see

also 31943 194
letter of charles W penrose to mrs oscar perry arco idaho 21 march 1921 heberheberjheberdJ grant

letterbooksLetterbooks p 860 church historical department president penrose just advanced from second to
first counselor ten days before was wntingwritinganting inin behalf of president heberdheberj grant who was out of town

dac3d&cd&c 130150130221502222
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created and made that are created and made whether visible or invis-
ible whether in heaven on earth or in the earth under the earth or
throughout the immensity of space they are the father and the son
the father being a personage of spirit glory and power possessing all

perfection and fullness the son who was in the bosom of the father a

personage of tabernacle made or fashioned like unto man or being in
the form and likeness of man or rather man was formed after his like-
ness and in his image he is also the express image and likeness of the
personage of the father possessing all the fullness of the father or the
same fullness with the father 31

difficulty is occasioned by the statement that the father is a per-
sonage of spirit while the son is a personage of tabernacle such a

statement needs clarification in view of the orthodox view that both
the father and the son have bodies as tangible as mans increased
confusion results from a statement in the same lecture which asserts
that christ asasjodsgods only begotten son possesses the same mind
with the father which mind is the holy spirit rightly under-
stood the statement might cause no difficulty but the following
line states that these three ie father son and holy spirit con-
stitute the great matchless governing and supreme power over all
things 3133113333 for latter day saints the third member of the godhead is
a personage of spirit rather than simply the mind of god

hence it was that joseph fielding smith in an interview on 22

july 1940 is quoted as having assigned the following reasons for the
removal of the lectures from the doctrine and covenants

1 the lectures were never received by joseph smith as revelation
2 the lectures are only instructions relative to the general subject of

faith and are not the doctrine of the church
3 the lectures are not complete as to their teachings regarding the

godhead
4 it was thought by elder james E talmage chairman of the com-

mittee responsible for their removal that to avoid confusion and
contention on this vital point of belief ie on the godheadlgodhead it
would be better not to have them bound in the same volume with
the commandments and revelations 34

32 lundwall32lundwall compilation containing the lectures on faith p 48
ibid331bid elder bruce R mcconkie and president charles W penrose have given interpretations of

the prophets meaning in the lectures see bruce R mcconkie mormon doctrine 2ndand ed salt lake
city bookcraft 196611966 ppap 319 20 and doctrines ofsalvationof salvation 16 fnan 18 see also charles W penrosesPen roses
explanations in the llabonaliahona the eldersjournalelders journal 18 1920 1921485 and the ninety second semi annual
conference rportrfortaport ppap 23 99 and heberjheberdheber J grant letterbooksLetterbooks p 860.860 president penrosesPen roses comments are
significant in that they were made at the very time that the question of removing the lectures from the
doctrine and covenants was being considered

john william fitzgerald A study of the doctrine and covenants masters thesis brigham
young university 1940 ppap 343 45
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since 1921 all editions of the doctrine and covenants have car-
ried a brief explanation in relation to the removal of the lectures

certain lessons entitled lectures on faith which were bound inin
with the doctrine and covenants in some of its former issues are not
included in this edition these lessons were prepared for use in the
school of the elders conducted in kirtland ohio during the winter
of 1834 1835 but they were never presented to nor accepted by the
church as being other than theological lectures or lessons 1535

authorship AND DELIVERY

two important questions remain 1 who delivered the lec-
tures on faith and 2 who wrote them unfortunately no cate-
gorical answer based on unassailable historical evidence can be given
to either question two immediate prospects however present them-
selves joseph smith and sidney ridgon claims for both have been
made through the years

there seems to be little question that sidney rigdon had some-
thing to do with the lectures charles W penrose former member
of the first presidency once wrote we learn by reading the history
of the early times in the church that the lectures were delivered by
sidney rigdon when he was in full fellowship 36 unfortunately
president penrose offers no hard evidence to support his claim that
the lectures were in fact delivered by elder rigdon neither does an
examination of historical sources for the 1834 1835 period reveal any
rigdon connection the remark is merely an offhand comment
made in a personal letter written during the press of other church
business

the statement of president penrose does however reveal a per-
sistent tradition in the church that sidney rigdon delivered the lec-
tures just how early this tradition gained acceptance is not known
such a conclusion may have come from a statement made by ze-
bedee coltrin in salt lake city in the 1880s coltrin oldest and only
survivor in 1883 of the original school of the prophets reported in a

public meeting that the lectures were given not in the school of the
prophets but in a larger school on the hill afterwards where sidney

the doctrine and covenants of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city
the church ofjesus christ of latter day saints 1921 p v

heberdheberj3heberjHeberJ grant letterbooksLetterbooks p 860
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rigdon presided 37

unfortunately we do not know what coltrin meant by his use
of the word preside perhaps he intended to say that sidney rig-
don taught the class or he may have meant that elder rigdon was
the schools presiding officer 38 38whatwhat can be safely said is that by the
turn of the century a tradition connecting sidney rigdon with the
lectures was clearly established in the church in november of 1902
the deseret news carried the following

the inquiry is frequently made and one has just been received as

to who delivered the lectures on faith those excellent address-
es which have furnished information and argument for many of the
elders of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints were delivered
by sidney rigdon but they were subsequently examined and prepared
for publication in the doctrine and covenants by the prophet joseph
smith 399

none of the foregoing is particularly helpful in answering the
question of authorship however to deliver the lectures is not neces-
sarily to compose them someone else could have written them and
then sidney rigdon widely known for his oratorical skills could
have delivered them 40 such appears to have been the point of view
taken by joseph fielding smith when he wrote

the statement has been made that sidney rigdon wrote these lec-

tures sidney rigdon did not have an analytical mind I1 am told he
was considered to be the leading orator of the church in his day but
he could not sit down and analyze his thoughts and arrange and corre-
late them as we find them arranged and correlated here 41

still there have been some who have insisted on rigdonsRigdons au

coltnns31coltrins testimony ii11 october 1883 judging from the detail furnished by coltrin inin two
sessionssessions with the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve his memory was excellent consid-
ering he was nearing eighty years of age coltrin was born 7 september 1804 andrew jenson latter
day saint biographical encyclopedia 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history company 190111901
1190ligo1 190igo several schools of the prophets were held inin utah under the administrations of presidents brig-
ham young and john taylor during the 1860s 1 1880s880s for an excellent study of these schools see john
R patrick the school of the prophets its development and influence inin utah territory masters
thesis brigham young university 1970

the latter possibility seems unlikely particularly if joseph smith the churchschurche presipreslpresidingding officer
were inin constant attendance at the school see HC 21762176.2 176

39defedeffdetererDeseretDese nefref news 8 november 1902 p 2

daryl chase sidney rigdon early mormon masters thesis university of chicago 1931
chap 5 F mark mckiernan the voice of one crying inin the wilderness sidney rigdon religious reformer
1793 1876 lawrence kansas coronado press 1971 ppap 16 18 26 123 neither biographer says a
word about rigdonsRigdons connectionconnection with the lectures

41 smith41smith doctrines ofsalvationof salvation 23032 303503
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thorshipthorship 4theathe42 the lectures wrote john henry evans in the 1920s are

as unlike anything joseph smith ever wrote as was ralph waldo emer-
sons writing different from that of his contemporary margaret fuller
uninspired isis the only word that properly describes the pamphlet
iei e the printed lectures it begins with a definition taken from

bucks theologicaltheologicallcail dictionary proceeds to tell us how our knowledge
of god isis derived and goes on to describe the qualities of god as
shown inin the bible the treatment isis just what any one of a thousand
theologians of rigdonsRigdons timetime could produce it isis said that oliver cow-
dery also aided in the composition of this documentdocument4documents434

others disagree edwin parry writing in the millennial star in
1897 refers directly to the prophet joseph smith as the author of
the lectures 114444 charles C richards first counselor in the ogden
stake presidency inin 1910 said before these schools the school of
the prophets and the school of the elders in the fall of 1834 the
prophet delivered lectures on theology which were afterwards
published in the doctrine and covenants and called lectures on
faith 114545

elinore partridge and alan J phipps who have both analyzed
the lectures by statistically comparing them with known works of
sidney ridgon and joseph smith take a different point of view 46

partridge concludes

first although joseph smith did not writewrite the lectures as they ap-
pear inin the 1835 versionversion his influence can be seen inin images examples
scriptural references and phrasing second sidney rigdon may well
have prepared them for publication however the style throughout isis

42 sidney42sidney rigdon still inin favor with the church inin 1834 35 was considered the likely candidate
following his excommunication from the church founded by joseph smith sidney rigdon began his
own organization there may be some significance to the fact that although sidney rigdon later pub
lisheddished the lectures inin his own churchschurche periodical he made no claim to authorship see messenger and
advocate of the cburchchurch of christ Pittspittsburghburghl 15 october 1845 ppap 364 66 november 1845 ppap
385 89 december 1845 ppap 405 07 january 1846 ppap 422 24 february 1846 ppap 443 45 rigdonsRigdons
publication isis not to be confused with that of similar name edited by oliver cowdery inin kirtland some
ten years before

lohnjohn henry evansjosephevans joseph smith an american prophet new york macmillan 1946 ppap 959695 96

this writerwriter anxiousanxious to present joseph smith inin the most favorable light possible and considering the
lectures to be a most inferior product sought to disassociate joseph smith from them

4millennialmillennial star 59 august 18975221897 522 edwin parry was born inin 1860 and was too young to have
known firsthand precisely who authored the lectures the same can be said of charles W penrose

who although born inin 1832 did not join the church until 1850 and did not emigrate to utah until
1861 jenson lafterlatter day saint biographical encyclopedia 16451 645 246

improvement era 14 1909 1910181910iglo 18
46 stylistic46stylistic analysis attempts to determine authorship by means of comparing known writings of a

given author with those inin doubt comparison isis based on the use of function or high frequency
words ege g for and but etc as well as the use of content or lesser used words words inin
both categories are counted tallied and compared comparison isis also based on the assumption that
writers habitually used similar patterns of expression inin their written work results are held by some
experts to be as revealing as say ones fingerprints
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not consistently his third the lectures in their published version rep-
resent a compilation or collaboration rather than the work of a single
person 4741

phipps work is the most complete effort to establish authorship
for the lectures thus far attempted by statistical analysis he con-
cludes that sidney rigdon authored lectures one and seven while
joseph smith was responsible for lecture five lectures two three
four and six possess elements of both mens styles indicating a col-
laborationlaboration phipps theorizes as follows

it is possible the lectures were produced by discussion with sidney
rigdon as scribe or as the reworker of the rough draft after reading
the new draft joseph smith could have suggested changes and decided
to author his own lecture the fifth to round out the seriesserlesserlesseries if they
had been entirely joseph smiths or sidney rigdonsRigdons or any other per-
sons it seems probable their authorship would have been divulged 48

it is important in assessing the lectures to know that their pub-
lished form is not necessarily the precise form in which they were
delivered at the school of the elders A special committee formed
on 24 september 1834 by the high council in kirtland was appoint-
ed to arrange the items of the doctrine of jesus christ for pub-
licationli these items were to be taken from the bible book of
mormon and the revelations which have been given to the church
members of the committee were the prophet joseph smith oliver
cowdery sidney rigdon and frederick G williams 49 sometime
during their deliberations the committee decided to publish the lec-
tures with the above items

whatever may be the truth with respect to the authorship or
delivery of the lectures there is good historical evidence to show
that joseph smiths connection with them was more than superficial
in recording his activities for late october 1834 the prophet states
in his journal it now being the last of the month and the elders
beginning to come in it was necessary to make preparations for the
school for the elders 50 the account does not reveal the nature of

elinore H partridge characteristics of ofjosephjoseph smiths style and notes on the authorship of the
lectures on faith task papers in LDS history no 14 december 1976 p 28

alan413aian J phipps the lectures on faith an authorship study masters thesis brigham young
university 1977 ppap 67 68

49hcHC 2165 phipps study considered oliver cowdery frederick G williams parley P pratt and
W W phelps as potential authors also the evidence was overwhelmingly in favor of sidney rigdon
and joseph srniarnismithth

10hcHC 2169
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those preparations and we are left to wonder if they had anything
to do with the lectures on faith

other statements in the prophets journal cause similar questions
to arise for example of his activities in november of 1834 the jour-
nal states no month ever found me more busily engaged than no-
vember but as my life consisted of activity and unyielding exertions
I1 made this my rule when the lord commands do ittyla5151 later that
same month the record states 1 I continued my labors daily pre-
paring for the school 5251

these questions naturally present themselves what was the na-
ture of joseph smiths preparations during this period why was
he so busily engaged more so than in any other month of his life
to that point of what did his daily labors consist as he prepared
for the school what had he been commanded of the lord to do
part of the answer to these interogatoriesinterrogatories may have been provided by
the prophet himself of his activities in early december following
the opening of the school the prophet wrote our school for the
elders was now well attended and with the lectures on theology
which were regularly delivered absorbed for the time being every-
thing else of a temporal nature 53why53 why should attendance at the
school and the lectures on theology absorb all other things of a

temporal nature unless joseph smith was somehow intimately con-
nected therewith granted that attendance at the school would take
time why would the prophet mention the lectures as a specific time
consumer if all that were necessary was to attend school and listen
the evidence while admittedly not conclusive argues most per-
suasively if not for joseph smiths delivery of the lectures at least
for his hand in the authorship of the same

but even if it could be shown that the prophet did not write or
deliver the lectures personally it cannot be denied that he had much
to do with their final published form As a member of the com-
mittee appointed to oversee the printing of the revelations joseph
smith could have busied himself with their preparation why then
did he choose to involve himself with the lectures on faith instead
writing under date ofjanuary 1835 the prophet states during the
month of january I1 was engaged in the school of the elders and in
preparing the lectures on theology for publication in the book of

IIHCHC 2170
bibidibid2ibid

IIHCHC 2175 76
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doctrine and covenants which the committee appointed last sep-
tember were now compiling 1754115427541154note54 note that while others on the com-
mittee were compiling the revelations joseph smith was busy
preparing the lectures for publication why the prophet alone

appears to have determined the shape and texture of the lectures
in their published form sidney rigdon was also a member of the
publication committee had he been the sole author of the lectures
it would seem that he not joseph smith would have been the logi-
cal one to edit and to prepare them for publication 55 Is it not pos-
sible that joseph smith realizing that the lectures were to be pub-
lished in an official church record felt the finished document should
have his official sanction as prophet seer and revelator

for these reasons as well as the spirit contained in the lectures
themselves some of the churchschurche finest scholars have supported the
viewview of the prophet joseph smiths authorship joseph fielding
smith widely known for his gospel scholarship was of the opinion
that we must give the prophet joseph smith credit for the lec-

tures 56 elder bruce R mcconkie longtime student of the lectures
and known to cite them on occasion has written that the lectures
ttwerewere prepared by the prophet for study in the school of the elders
in kirtland in 1834 1835 and also for publication in the doctrine
and covenants 57

these samesame scholars also disagree with the statement that the lec-

tures are uninspired joseph fielding smith for example insisted
in my own judgment these lectures on faith are of great value and

should be studied I1 consider them to be of extreme value in the
study of the gospel of jesus christ 58 elder mcconkie has added

in them is to be found some of the best lesson material ever

HC 21802 iro180
if itit isis argued that the prophet joseph smith should have been the logical one to reviewreview and

prepare the revelations for publication also sincesince he was the one who originally received them from the
lord let itit be remembered that the prophet had already performed that function two years earlier inin
connectionconnection with the book of commandments under assignment from a conference of the church inin
november 1831 joseph smith was appointed to arrange and get them the revelations inin readiness
by 15 november 1831 HC 12291 229 later we read that my timerimetimerime was occupied closely inin reviewing the
commandments and sitting inin conference for nearly two weeks HC 123512551 255235 these comments arearc very
like those made later inin connectionconnection with preparing the lectures on faith for publication

smith doctrines ofsalvationof salvation 230425042 504304
mcconkie mormon doctrine p 439 this idea was later modified by elder mcconkie inin a speech

at brigham young university he said these statements that I1 now read were inin part written by the
prophet and inin the whole approved by him they are taken from the lectures on faith the
lord god of ofjosephjoseph smith speeches odtheoftheof the year provo utah brighambnghambangham young university press 1971
p 4 italics added

smith seek ye earnestly p 194
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prepared on the godhead on the character perfections and attri-
butes of god on faith miracles and sacrifice they can be studied
with great profit by all gospel scholars 59 charles W penrose a
leading theologian of his own day likewise referred to the lectures as
1tveryvery excellent expositions of the doctrines contained therein 116060

SUMMARY AND conclusions
conclusive historical evidence for an answer to the question of

who wrote the lectures on faith is lacking careful searches through
letterbooksletterbooks and other papers of joseph smith and early church lead-
ers as well as scrutiny of numerous diaries journals and autobiog-
raphies for the 1834 1835 period have revealed nothing of a defini-
tive nature concerning the identity of either the writer or the
deliverer of the lectures on faith what has been discovered is that
the lectures were presented to the school of the elders in december
of 1834 and formed the basis for much of the theological study un-
dertakendertaken at the school during its tenure

whereas the lectures were very popular in the early days of the
church owing it would seem to their place of importance in the
doctrine and covenants they are little known and seldom used by
the younger or newer members of the church their removal from
the doctrine and covenants in 1921 is felt to be largely responsible
for this fact

the question of authorship however isis a moot one sincejosephsincsince josepheJoseph
smith personally prepared the lectures for publication the condition
in which we have them today while not necessarily their original
state is precisely as he approved them and sent them forth they are
as suitable for study today as they ever were

the very spirit of the lectures is the spirit of the restored gospel
of jesus christ who wrote them is surely of lesser importance than
the great benefits to be derived from a careful study of the same if
the ancient aphorism that a tree is known by the fruit it bears is still
a valid test latter day saints would be well advised to acquaint
themselves more fully with the lectures on faith

mcconkie mormon doctrine p 439 at least two other LDS scholars hyrum andrus and sidney
B sperry have studied the lectures and used them extensively andrus writes there can be no doubt
that the theological ideas in the lectures came from joseph smith all the major ideas within
them can be found in his revelations and teachings before 1834 andrus principles of perfection salt
lake city bookcraft 1970 p 20 see also sperry doctrine and covenants compendium salt lake city
bookcraft 19601i960 p 580580.

heberdheberjHeberJ grant letterbooksLetterbooks p 860
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all my children
clifton holthoitholtjolleyjolley

1

if your foreheads curl
about the peril of pinched
and purple fingernails
and hair goes straight against
A mothers mind for it to twirl
about bright temples purling amber
past white unworried brows
look here my little girls
I1 have an appetite for troubled children
and hair too plain and pain
of yours look here
my weary small spring squirrels
I1 am the oak to all your treasure
and you the only pleasure
to my old and woowoodenden bone

2
my sons like linen on my arm
stars about my narrow forehead
grace upon my common tongue
I1 taste a brilliant calor
where the fragile rhythm of a young
unbroken mind has mine
inquired the sacramental stone
to lie upon and break
fathers father sons
just so and sons like bread
on silver white have come
to lie beneath the knife
and burn to sacrificial form

3

my children make a patriarchy
like jewels on a priestly gown
or petals on an olden tree
they speak the final comfort

clifton holthoitholtjolleyjolley isis an instructor of english at brigham young university
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an analysis of the padilla gold plates

ray T matheny

the padilla gold piatesplatesplates5151 are well known in LDS church ar-
chaeologicalchaeological anthropological circles where they have been the sub-
ject of publications papers 2 discussion and firsthand examination
they have become an exciting topic and have often been used in
missionary endeavors as an example of empirical evidence for the au-
thenticity of the book of mormon if authentic these twelve post-
age stamp size plates represent the most significant archaeological
evidence of the book of mormon yet to appear if not authentic
they are an embarrassing fraud thus they deserve careful exam-
ination the following article will examine the circumstances of
their reported discovery their physical description their apparent
means of production and the content of their engravings in an at-
tempt to determine their historic value

the plates were reportedly found in a tomb in guerrero mexico
which was excavated by dr jesus padilla orozco and his compan-
ions sometime between 1952 and 1956 3 dr padilla now a physician
in mexico claims that many other gold objects were found and dis-
tributedtri among other men participating in the tomb excavation but
he chose to take the plates because the writing on them interested
him

the original padilla collection consisted of twelve plates five of
which were turned over to jose davila 4 and seven were retained by

paper presented at the twenty fourth annual symposium on the archaeology of the scriptures brig-
ham young university october 1974
ray T matheny is professor of archaeology and anthropology at brigham young university

metallurgists classify sheet as being under 113 inch in thickness and plate as being over 18 inch
therefore the padilla plates should be referred to as sheets of gold stock since they are about 120 as
thick as plate

M wells Jajakemankernan and ray T matheny gold plates from mexico newsletter and proceedings of

11the SEHA number 787 january 1961 see also the following unpublished manuscripts jose 0 da-
vila A study of the amuzgus gold plates 31 july 1963 paul R cheesman A report on the gold
plates found in mexico 1971 paul R cheesman ray T matheny and bruce louthan A report on
the gold plates found in mexico 1973 all in the possession of paul R cheesman BYU religion
department

in a letter to paul R cheesman 26 june 1971 dr padilla stated that the tomb was located and
emptied of its contents between 1952 and 1956 by himself and several friends he declined to give the
location of the site but subsequently informed dr cheesman that it was in the state of guerrero

jose octavio davila morales obtained five small hinged plates from dr padilla in about 1961 his
report see fnan 2 statesscaresstarcs that padilla dug at the site of piedra del rey near the village of amuzgus
oaxaca in 1957 davila was unaware when he received the plates that seven other inscribed plates
existed
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dr padilla all twelve plates have now been examined by the au-
thor

7

circumstances OF DISCOVERY

in january 1971 dr padilla displayed for dr paul cheesman
and me some of the plates and other artifacts reportedly taken from
the guerrero tomb these consisted of numerous small objects in-
cluding an array of jade beads shaped like calabashesabashescal short tubes and
round forms all drilled for stringing also found were carved shell
stone receptacles carved obsidian and jade earspoolsearspools jade labretslaurets or-
naments worn in a perforation in the lip monochrome pottery with
cascabel supports slit type bell like openings projectile points
miniature pottery vessels and copper bells all of which appeared to
be of late date for mesoamericaMesoamerica absent from the collection were
polychrome pottery vessels which may have been sold the assem-
blage in general is of the post classic period AD 900 1200 and
strongly supports padillas claim that the material was taken from a
tomb in guerrero the only objects conspicuously different from
those normally found in tombs in the area are the gold plates

PHYSICAL description OF THE PLATES

general description of the plates the plates are bright gold in col-
or but the smaller ones in davilas possession show a slight cop-
perish hue when turned to different angles in the light the plates
are of several sizes 512.512512 X 669.669669 five plates 787.787787 X 945.945945 two
plates five plates consist of small rectangles of gold sheet for which
I1 do not have dimensions all plates measured are thin ranging from
olioll.011011 to .01250125 in thickness more exact notation on individual sizes
warrants the careful appraisal that follows the smaller five plate set
has a hinge attached on one edge so that the plates fit together like a
bracelet when strung by wire or thread each plate has symbols en-
graved on it some on one others on both sides

size and layout of the plates the remarkable accuracy of layout
and precision manufacture of the plates provides evidence of their
date of origin the plates are laid out as near perfect rectangles plate
8 is .50855085 and 508.508508 in its width measured at each end and 693695.693693
and 682.682682 in its length this is only .00050005 difference in its width
and oiioll.011011 difference in length which are remarkably small deviations
from rectangularity for a handmade item table 1 was constructed
for five plates numbers 8128 12 to check whether this small deviation
was accidental or not
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TABLE I11

manufacturing deviance to produce a rectangular
form for five of the padilla plates

average deviation
deviation for rectangularityrec angularity from perfect

rectangle
plate no length width

8 oiioli.011011 .00050005 .0057500575
9 oolooi.001001 00900911.00911009.009 005.005005

10 00430045.00430043 0026.00260026 .003450034500545
11 .00460046 0014.001400141 003005.003003
12 .00120012 .003200320052 .00220022

plates 10 11 and 12 exhibit deviances considering the length
perceptible only to sophisticated modern measuring devices plates 8

and 9 show deviances detectable only when the dimension in ques-
tion isis checked against known standard edges with a perpendicular
base or perfectly flat surface by such tools as an engine divided
square and surface plate

the question of how these gold plates were ascribedscribed out and cut
is an important one to explore because it will also tell us something
about the tools available to the maker I1 know of nothing made in
antiquity either in the old or new worlds that approaches the rec-

tangularitytangularity achieved by the maker of the padilla plates

figure I11 shows on one edge of plate 10 the marks of the fine
toothed saw which was used in cutting the metal this method of

figure 1 plate 10 showing saw marks identified as having been produced by a
modern jewelers fine toothed saw
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cutting is necessary to prevent thin sheet metal from being distorted
as it is when cut with shears sawing leaves a flat surface next to the
cut edge shears often drag unwanted metal to one edge which must
be trimmed off and distorted edges must be hammered flat figure 2

figure 2 plate 9 showing saw marks on one edge which match those found on
plate 10

shows that plate 9 was also cut with a saw figure 3 shows that one
edge of plate 10 was filed to its final dimension which left groove
marks in long lines on the edge

figure 3 one edge of plate 10 showing that it was filed to size note file marks
running lengthwise on the edge
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plate thickness plates 8 9 and 10 constitute a set made up into
a bracelet these plates were measured with a micrometer at five

points free from engraving the comparative results are shown in
table 2 the plates average .01250125 in thickness and show an average
difference in thickness of .0001800018 the latter measurement is such a

small quantity that to manufacture a set of gold plates by hand
methods within these minute tolerances is truly a marvelous achieve-
ment 5

TABLE 2

manufacturing deviance in thicthicknesskness for
three of the padilla plates hinhingedged set

maximum
plate no average thickness plate no difference

8 .0125501255 8 9 .0002000020
9 .012350123501255 9 10 .0002800028

10 .0126301263 8 10 .0000800008

average thickness average difference
plate no for all plate no for all

8 8
9 .01250125 9 .0001800018

10 10

since the human eye cannot detect such small differences in
thickness as those noted for the small plates examined above one
must conclude that a sophisticated measuring device was required to
produce a gold sheet in close tolerances

the larger plates were also measured and the results are shown in
table 3 the average thickness for both plates is .0112401124 and the av-
erage difference in thickness between the two is 00016.0001600016 according
to sr jose davila plate 12 was examined by dr daniel C worlton
about 1962 davila quotes worlton as saying these gold plates
were hammered flat the thickness of the plates varied in light

to illustrate how small the variances are I1 measured head hair samples from three european
descent individuals and found the maximum difference was 0006 or three times the thickness differ-
ence measured on platesplacespiates 8 9 and 10
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of my own measurements of plate 12 1I wonder if worlton exam-
ined a different plate than plate 12 6

TABLE 3

manufacturing deviance in thickness for
two of the padilla plates

difference in
plate no average thickness thickness

11 .0111601116
.0001600016

12 01152.0115201132.01132

it should be clear that our sophisticated measurements show we
are dealing with gold sheet that has been manufactured by the most
precise means known the plates were cut out of a gold sheet stock
that gives every indication of having been manufactured on a metal
roller press and not by any known hand method the sheet metal
roller press was invented by leonardo da vinci in the sixteenth cen-
tury and was not generally used in europe until the nineteenth cen-
tury

quantitative analysis plates 11 and 12 have been analyzed quan-
titatively at brigham young university in provo utah and by dr
maurice D lambert of richland washington analysis by the
atomic absorption method at brigham young university showed
plate 11 to be made up of 89 gold 2 silver 9 copper a small
amount of zinc and iron plus traces of other elements lamberts
testing using xrayX ray spectographyspectrographyspectography shows plate 12 a probable com-
panion to plate 11 to be composed of 7396759675 gold 1351015 silver and 14

copper only three elements were tested for and they accounted for
100516100loo of the plates composition these methods then produced
gross results with considerable discrepancy in analysis of the two
plates the assumption that because of the close thickness dimension
that both plates 11 and 12 came from the same gold sheet stock may
thus be in error we mustmust either reject the analyses or assume that

6seeaseeee davila A study of the amuzgus gold plates hand hammered gold sheet is necessarily of
unequal thickness because of the method used in making it and it does have a rough surface dr
worlton either did not examine plate 12 very closely did not use a micrometer or examined a crude
duplicate of the plate that I1 have examined
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two gold sheet stocks of identical thickness were used in the manu-
facture of plates 11 and 12 7

despite these discrepancies the gold in the padilla plates is con-
siderablysiderably purer than the gold of most new world artifacts for ex-
ample positively identified gold foil from peru when checked by the
atomic absorption method showed about 479b47 gold 299362991629 silver 23
copper and smaller amounts of zinc and iron plus traces of several
other elements nonetheless these analyses do not provide con-
clusive information at this time and indicate the need for further
quantitative analysis

ANCIENT goldworkingGOLD WORKING IN THE NEW WORLD

to place the preceding comments on the shape and composition
of the plates in context it is desirable to review the historical back-
ground of mexican metallurgy it is well known that metallurgy was
practiced in mexico during early classic times8 AD 200 600 and
perhaps earlier 9 the development of metallurgical techniques in
south america is reported recently by clair C Patterpatterson10pattersonoPattersonpattersonbosonO10 to have
been a stepwisestep wise discovery of techniques going back to 1800 BC spe-
cifically the earliest known technology for working gold in thenewshenewthe new
world also comes from south america in the province of anda
huaylashuaylas department of apurimacApu rimac at the site of waywakawaydakaWaywaka where
gold foil and a metalworkersmetalworkers tool kit were found joel grossman

reports of this find implications are that the use of metal was al-
ready well established in peru by the initial period complicated

ttit isis not likely that different stocks could be found of identical thickness even modern manufac
turing tolerances allow some variation between runs of production sheet

the following locations and chronological scheme apply lowland maya country consisting of the
yucatan peninsula gulf coast region including the mexican statesscaresstares of campechecampicheCam peche tabasco chiapas and
veracruz the petenperen of guatemala british honduras and partspans of honduras the maya cultures of the
past have been divided into the following chronological scheme

pre classic maya before the time of christ
proto classic 100 BBCC AADD 200
early classic AD 200 600
late classic 600 900
post classic 900 1200
protoprowprom historic 1200 1500

john9johnajohn L sorenson reconsideration of early metal inin Mesomesoamericamesoamencaamerica unpublished manuscript
1972 inin the possession of sorenson BYU general education department

11 clair C patterson the development of arsenic copper alloys inin peru during middle horizon
times paper delivered to the society for american archaeology 37th annual meeting may 1972
patterson presents evidence for the development of metallurgy inin peru inin stages between 1800 BC and
AADD 1500 she says the peruvians did not discover the principle of the bellows sulfide smellingsmeltingsmelting or
silver cupolationcupolanoncupo lationlanon

joel grossman the beginnings of metallurgy inin south central highlands of peru paper deliv-
ered to the society for american archaeology 37th annual meeting may 1972 the initial period isis

presumed to mean food production economy ca3000 BBCc
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metal treatments were known in later peru that equalledequal led the best
technology of the old world craftsmen 12

gold sheet was made by casting various quantities of gold silver
and copper into ingotsingols which contained numerous impurities in-
cluding traces of other elements the cast ingot was then made into
sheet by repeated hammering and annealing this was the only
known process of making thin metal sheets in the new world
thick sheet metal called plate was cast with ancient technology but
examples of this type are rare the hammering and annealing process
produced a thin but uneven sheet metal marked by numerous pocksbocks

see figure 4 made by the hammer and anvil examination of the
padilla plates shows no such hammer pockmarkspockmarks but only slightly
scratched smooth surfaces

figure 4 gold foil from peru which has been hammered to the desired thickness
by stone tools note the rough pockedcocked appearance of the surface

SCRIPT LAYOUT AND ENGRAVING

it is the engraving on the plates however that gives them their
book of mormon implications the padilla plates labelled 8 12 have
engraved characters on both sides laid out in a consistent symmetry

12 12heatherheather N lechtman ancient methods of gilding silver examples from the old and the new
worlds inin science and archaeology ed robert H brill cambridge mass MIT press 1971 and
the gilding of metals inin columbianprecolumbianPre peru inin application of science inin examination of art ed

william J young boston museum of fine arts 1973

28



five characters can be read across for the width and five for the
length showing twentyfivetwenty five characters for each side of each plate
see figure 5 the complex engraved characters are small measur-

ing 165.165165 to 084.084084 the smallest character is 027.027027 such fine engrav-
ing probably required the use of a magnifying glass during the en-
graving process the engraving technique was analyzed by don J
christensen of las vegas nevada a professional jewellenjewellerjeweller and engrav-
er who asserts that modern methods were used in engraving the

figure 5 one side of plate 11 showing the symmetry of characters numbering
five across and five down plates 8 12 each exhibit this peculiar symme-
try
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metal platesplatepiatess and in attaching the hinge onto the sheet metal 13 chdschrischrlschads
tensen notes that the sheet metal is uniform in hardness and thick-
ness and the attached hinges have been made with modern tubing
dies

the hinges themselves have been attached to the plates14plates14 by a
soft solder which on plate 9 shows a crack at the point of attach-
ment see figure 6 this soft solder can only be a lead base prob-
ably mixed with tin which melts at around 350 F no other use of
soft solder has been found from pre columbian america only an al-
loyed type is known it was made of gold copper and sometimes
silver which melts at about 1150001500 F 15

figure 6 hingeattachmenthinge attachment on plate 9 note crack in soft solder on the right side
of the hinge where it is attached to the plate

conjlldonlydondonjJ christensen ofofmM jchristensenJ chnstensenchistensen & sons jewelers las vegas nevada to ray T matheny
we have examined the small gold and silver alloyed plate you have numbered S 3 in our opinion this

isis of fairly recent manufacture they would have been rolled out on fairly modem present century
rollers to obtain the uniform thickness and hardness also the attached partial hinge isis a tube of recent
tubing dies the engraving isis done by hand using steel engraving tools this type of work could be
done by anyone who isis familiar with hand engraving at this time it isis my belief and understanding
that ancient engraving was done by the method we presently call chasing that isis by using a tool and a

mallet to propel the roolcooltoolrooi inin cutting the characters the engraving inin question was not produced inin this
manner the edges of the plate appear to have been cut with a modem jewelers saw there are what
appear to be saw or file marks on some of the edges the thickness of the plate isis 3 mm this isis a
standard thickness inin modern supply it isis my opinion based on the above evidence that the plate isis a

modemmodern one made to look old and isis not of ancient origin
14cylindricalCylindrical14 hinges inin near perfect symmetry made inin such small sizesize could only have been formed

by a hard metal die and mandrel it isis inconceivable that a metalsmithmecal smith could have rolled gold sheet to
such symmetry as isis represented here by the tools available inin pre columbian times

IDD T easbyeasbyjrjr ancient american goldsmiths natural history 65 october 19564011956 401 09
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ANALYSIS OF THE ENGRAVEN characters
art motifs on the plates present a curious mixture of aztec

maya and anthon transcript likenesses plate 3 shows five anthon
transcript like symbols at the bottom and an anthropomorphic head
with scrolls positioned over the characters the head motif is also
found on a gold disk taken from the sacred well at chichen itza
yucatan mexico figure 13c figure 7aaa 16 the art style found on
the gold disk is rendered in typical lowland maya curvilinear design
and is in particular noted for the post classic period of the yucatan
peninsula 17the17 the rendering on padilla plate 3 is crude in comparison
to the disk found at chichen itza in that it tends to reduce the aes-
thetic curvilinearity of the maya design to more angular lines fig-
ure 7bab

figure 7aaa part of an art motif found on a gold disk taken from the sacred weillwellatat
chichen itza yucatan mexico after lothrop 1952 figure 13c

7bab same motif found on padilla plate 3

samuel K lothrop metals from the cenotecenorebenote of sacrifice chichen I1itzairzarzaarza yucatan memoirs of the
peabody museum harvard university 102 1952

lothropilothrop calls this particular design a maya one with the exception of the small hatched lines
which he shows to be a toltec characteristic see lothrop metals from the cenotebenote of sacrifice p 32
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plate 6 has three panels showing art motifs nearly identical to
those found on a carved wooden lintel at chichen itza figure 8 18118111

again the design is a crude rendering in comparison to the wooden
lintel carving though the different scale must be considered this
lintel is dated to the post classic occupation of the yucatan penin-
sula

plate 12 shows a tree pictograph that is practically identical to
that found on the aztec codex borbonicusBorbonicus which is dated to the
sixteenth century other symbols are interspersed with the tree de-
sign that are like those found on the anthon transcript

the fourth set of symbols are those identified as the anthon
transcript there is an abundance of these symbols throughout all of
the plates and several other symbols not associated with the anthon
transcript which is a copy of symbols taken from the book of mor-
mon plates by joseph smith martin harris then took the transcript
to dr charles anthon and asked him to verify their authenticity
the correspondences of the inscriptions on the padilla plates to
those of the anthon transcript are remarkable and those correspond-
ences deserve very close analysis

in checking on a possible source for the anthon symbols I1 was
told by dr gareth W lowe field director of the new world arc-

haeologicalchaeological foundation that the mexican mission had used a tract
in the early 1960s entitled el libro de mormon la historia de las

ame17americascas antes de colon salt lake city deseret news press nd
in this tract p 5 figure 9aaa the top four lines of the anthon tran-
script were reproduced by an artists drawing not a photocopy of
the original the bottom three lines of the transcript were not re-
produced in the tract

checking the possibility that someone had copied these top four
lines as a base for the symbols used in the padilla plates I1 broke
down the entire set of anthon symbols into basic elements occurring
singly and in compounds see figure 10 using the crowley num-
bering system see figure 11II 19

the single elements did not need to be repeated to qualify sym-
bols that appear to be similar to one another are listed as variants

It iedwardedwardlEdwardredward seler gesamnelte abhandlunger 5 graz austria akademische ruck verlarsanstaltverlarsansralt 1961

p 283
ariel L crowley about the book of momonmormonnomon salt lake city desert news press 1961 crowleyscrowleysrCrow leys

fine work isis well known hence the use of his numbered characters it should be noted that numbers 97

98 and 99 arearc missing from crowleyscrowleysrCrow leys system also there isis some disagreement on the total number of
sepseparatelyrarely rendered characters for instance crowley numbers 136 and 137 would be a single symbol to
me compare the photocopy of the anthon transcript figure 9bab
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for example crowley number 4 01 is regarded as the same as
number 39 i j but in reality these may have been separate mor
phemeschemes

compounds were regarded as assemblages of elements which
may be made up of infixes andor affixes appended to a basic ele-
ment an example of the use of an infix may be found by referring
to the crowley numbers 100 and 104 which show the use of
as a basic element without appendages but then seeing it used as

part of a compound infix in numbers 3 7 and 31 and in others an
example of an affix may be found in crowley number 4 where the
symbol is appended by the affixes making a complete
assemblage of but no element crosscutscrosscuts another

following these simple rules allows us to make a reasonable
breakdown of the anthon transcript and to see at least the limited
number of symbols used singly and in combination this was not an
attempt to make a linguistic analysis of the anthon transcript I1

leave this to epigraphersepigraphers but it is a useful device to isolate all pos-
sible components of symbols available to anyone wishing to repro-
duce it further no claim is made that the element breakdown is

complete it was made as a matter of convenience for this study
using this method ninety five elements and compounds were

discerned which were used as symbols having some presumed mean-
ing of these thirty six are single occurring elements many of
which also appear as parts of compound symbols sixty two are com-
pounds consisting of elements noted above there are several in-
stances where some of the elements of the compound appear only in
one compound symbol and not singly for example crowley num-
ber 201 consisting of elements and can be consid-
ered to make up a compound As it is only a sample of one
or more of the writing systems probably taken from a single text
found on the gold plates from which joseph smith translated we
would expect the anthon transcript to be an incomplete set of sym-
bols which is what we think to be the case

method of comparison of the anthon symbols with those of the
padilla plates was to use the above described element and compound
list placed in vertical columns figure 10 with the symbols that ap-
pear on each numbered plate shown to the right in respective col-
umns autograph copies of each plateplate2020 in an enlarged form were

2oautographautograph copies of the symbols found on each plate were made by william adams jr a scholar
of semitic languages
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used against the symbol list of the anthon transcript looking either
for single elements that stood alone or for compounds A total of
thirty eight anthon transcript like symbols appear on the padilla
plates of these twenty three are compounds and fifteen are single
symbols recognizably the same or greatly similar to the transcript
rendered by joseph smith 21 several of the compound symbols are
complex assemblages of up to ten parts which would seem to rule
out accidental duplication

how do we account for the fact that so large a number of the
anthon transcript symbols appear on the padilla plates in almost
identical style recall the mexican missionary tract that has the top
four lines of the anthon transcript reproduced by an artist figure
9aaa an analysis of these four lines of symbols and those found on
the padilla plates reveals a curious fact 6691066 occuronoccur on the plates an
analysis of symbols found on the bottom three lines of the anthon
transcript shows that of those symbols that were not already dis-
played in the top four lines of the missionary tract only three
05103103196.03196031.031 one only in part are found on the padilla plates forty that
do not appear in the top four lines do not appear on the padilla
plates if even one complicated compound symbol from the bottom
three lines of the anthon transcript appeared on the padilla plates
one would be forced to consider some source other than the mis-
sionary tract but since the only symbols that can be correlated are a

simple dash a dot and one zigzagzig zag line element number 64 then
we must look at these as being purely accidental correspondences

conclusions
since dr padilla has provided testimony concerning when how

and where the plates were found and has maintained over the past
thirteen years that this story is true the plates were investigated
from the point of view that they were genuine each question that
was generated about the technology of the plates during the in-
vestigationvestigation was treated in such a way as to discover the nature of the
tools and techniques of their manufacture

layout and cutting of the plates were remarkably accurate to say
the least A flat surface perpendicular reference and precision meas-
uring devices were required in addition the plates were cut by a
fine toothed saw a type commonly employed by jewelers today

dean C jessee has identified the handwriting of the anthon transcript as that ofjosephof joseph smith
jr however this has been challenged
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these instruments were not available to ancient american metallur-
gists and were available to old world craftsmen only in relatively
recent times the production of gold alloy sheet with the close toler-
ances of thickness of the padilla plates is most certainly a modern
achievement the method of engraving is also a modern one requir-
ing finely made hardened steel tools the making of cylindrical
hinges in such perfect symmetry is also astonishing as is the fact that
they were soldered by a technique known only in recent times

the copied art motifs from the wooden lintel located at chichen
itza and from the gold disk taken from the sacred well of the same
archaeological site are clumsy attempts to portray authenticity it is

highly unlikely that these motifs being individual works of art
should be duplicated in another medium by another culture at an-
other location at another time further the copying of the aztec
symbol from the codex borbonicusBorbo nicus was an act of little ingenuity it
is difficult to imagine a written medium showing writing symbols
used from the book of mormon period which closed at AD 421
according to pratts chronology mixed with symbols used over 1000
years later by the aztecsazteca and yet another of the classic maya period

the script used for the plates clearly was in part copied from the
mexican missionary tract which supplied a large percentage of the
total number of symbols used not only was the artist apparently
unaware that the bottom three lines of the anthon transcript were
not printed on the mexican tract but he also failed to understand
the clustering of symbols that occurs in any language in his in-
discriminate distribution of the anthon figures 22 additionally we
must consider that the anthon transcript was written with a quill
pen or equivalent this is evident in the fact that the symbols begin
with a thin line then widen on the curvilinear strokes thus when
we see the anthon transcript duplicated on metal or other media
with the same curvilinear strokes we suspect that it is a copy from
the pen and ink rendition without a change in artistic style such a
rendition in itself constitutes grounds for rejection

it is my opinion that the padilla plates are not authentic because
of any one of the major technological anachronisms given above
but given all of the factors considered the case against the
authenticity of the padilla plates should be closed once and for all

22william22william adams jr cryptographic analysis of the padilla plates unpublished manuscript
march 1973 adams comments on the padilla plates suggest that the artist of the plates seems to have

gotten mixed up in the directions the symbols should appear some symbols and clusterings of sym-

bols are rendered backwards Ms in the possession of paul R cheesman BYU religion department
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the early christian prayer circle

hugh nibley

the nature of the early christian prayer circle may be described
by letting the oldest documents speak for themselves beginning
with the latest and moving backwards to the earliest the rite was
depicted for the last time in a document read to the assembled
churchmen of the second council of nicaeannicaea in 787 AD and con-
demned by them to the flames their objection was to parts of the
text that proclaimed the gnostic doctrine of the total immateriality
of christ on the subject of the prayer circle which was strange to
them they preserved a discreet silence 1 actually that part of it was
an excerpt taken from a much older writing the acts of john being
the earliest apocryphal christian acta dating at least to the early
third century

hugh nibley isis emeritus professor of ancient scripture at brigham young university
ajJ1j D mansi sacrorumSac rorum Concilioconciliorumconaliorumrum nova et amplissimaamplis sima Collectio graz akademischer verlag i9601960

vol 13 cols 169 75 the minutes of the meeting are instructiveinstructive beginning with col 172 tarasiusjarasiusTara sius
the most holy patriarch said let us viewview the document as a whole as contrary to the gospel

the holy synod said aye sirsitsir and itit says that the human nature was only an appearance
constantineConst annne the most holy bishop of constantiaCons rantia inin cyprus said this book isis the basis of their

unauthorized assemblies
jarasiustarasiusTara sius the m h patriarch said these things are simply ridiculous
theodore the most god beloved bishop of catanacarana said yes but this book has been undermining

the authority lit wrenching the vestments of the holy church of god
euthymius the most holy bishop of sardis said their false sects parasynagogalparasynagogaiparuparasynagogal had to have this

book to backsack them up lit as witnesses
the entire synod declared all heresy depends on this book
tarasiusjarasiusTara sius the most honorable bishop said alas how many heretical books support their false teach

ings
gregory the most holy bishop of neocaesareaNeocaesarea said but this book isis nothing but vile infection

miasmamiasma and a disgrace
on a motion by jarasiustarasiusTara sius the holy synod said let itit be condemned anathema from the first

letter to the last
john a most revered monk and vicarvicar to the eastern patriarchs said behold blessed fathers itit isis

most clearly demonstrated herewith that the leaders of the heresy which criticizes true christianity are
really the companions and fellow travelers of nebuchadnezzar and the samaritanasamaritansSamaritans to say nothing of the
jews and gentiles greeks and also of those cursed atheists the manichaeansmamchaeans whose testimony they
citecite let them all be anathernizedanathemized along with their writiaritiwritingsngs

the holy synod said anathema
john the monk then made a motion may itit please the most holy and oecumenical synod to

vote that no further copies be made of this pestilential book
the holy synod voted let no copies of itit be made furthermore we herewith declare itit worthy to

be consigned to the flames
here peter the secretary of the meeting signs his name to the minutes conventional christian

ity viewsviews the ancientancient prayer circle as a sort of gnostic aberration L gougaudgoubaudGougaud inin F cabrol and H
leclercq dictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarche ologie chretienne et de liturgizeliturgieliturgie parispans letouzelletouzey et ane 192111921 vol 4 col
249ff249ft it isis never mentioned again inin orthodox sources cabrol and leclercq dictionnaireDiction naire darcheologiedarche ologie

47874 4787ff787ffff
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in reading this and other accounts of the prayer circles we seem
to enter as max pulver expressed it into a strange space a strange
world unlike ours a world above that opens before us when we en-
ter into the round dance of the disciples led by jesus 2 the passage
from the acts of john reads as follows after a notice on the extreme
secrecy inwhichin which these things were guarded

before he was seized by wicked men and by the wicked serpent of the
jewish authorities lawgivers nomothetoumenolnomothetoumenoi he called us all together
and said before I1 am given over to those men let us sing a hymn of
praise to the father and so go forth ready to face whatever lies ahead
then he commanded us to form a circle taking hold of each others
hand and he himself taking up a position in the middle uttered the
amen formula and pay attention to me epakouete mouwowmowhou follow my
instructions then he began a hymn saying

praise glory doxa to thee father and we standing in the circle
followed him with the amen

glory to thee logos glory to thee grace chatischaryscharischarts love amen
glory to thee spirit glory to thee holy one praise to thy glory

amen or be praised doxasouldoxasoudoxasoulfousou with glory amen
we praise thee father we thank thee light in which there is no dark-

ness amen
and while we all give thanks I1 say explain

I1 wish to be saved and I1 wish to save amen
I1 wish to be delivered and I1 wish to deliver amen
I1 wish to bear wounds ti trosko and I1 wish to inflict them amen
I1 wish to be born and I1 wish to bring forth bear amen
I1 wish to eat and I1 wish to be eaten cf ignatiusIgnadus epistle to the

romans 41141 amen
I1 want to hear and I1 want to be heard amen
I1 want to comprehend know being all intelligence nous

amen
I1 want to be washed and I1 want to wash amen
charis grace leads dances inin the chorus I1 wish to pipe play

the flute dance all of you amen
I1 wish to mourn all of you mourn lit kopsastheKopsas the inflict blows

cutslcutsycuts upon yourselves amen
and after having led us in other things inin the circle chorus beloved
the lord went out and we went forth like lost wanderers or like
people inin a dream fleeing our several ways 3

st augustine in his 237th epistle quotes a slightly different ver-
sion calling it a hymn commonly found in the apocryphal writ

2 maxfax pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion according to the acts of john in the mys-
teries eranos papers II11 bollingenbollingerBollingen series vol 30 no 2 new york pantheon books 1955 p 169

texts3texts of this part of the acts of john taken from a number of sources may be found in mansi
sacrorumSacrorum Concilioconciliorumcondliorumrunrumtun cabrol and leclercq dictionnalredictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarche ologie 4787ff4787ff M R james the apocry-
phal new testament oxford clarendon press 1972 ppap 253ff ed hennecke and W schnecmelcherschneemelcherSchnecSchneemelchermeicher
newneuineufneef testament apocrypha 2 vols philadelphia westminster press 1965 2227 32

42



ings which he getsfrorngets fromgrom the priscilliansPriscillians who believed it to be the
hymn of the lord which he recited in secret to his disciples the holy
apostles according as is written in the gospel after he recited a
hymn he ascended the mountain matthew 2630mark26302650 mark 1426 its
absence from the new testament which was augustinesaugustinasAugu stines argument
for rejecting it as spurious was explained by the sectariesnectariessectaries by quoting
tobit 127 the ordinances of the king it is well to conceal though
it is praiseworthy to reveal the works of god conventional chris-
tianityti following augustine has always denied that there was any
significant teaching of christ not included in the new testament
for to admit such would be to admit serious gaps in their own
knowledge yet augustine labors to show line by line that the hymn
is not heretical as the bishops of nicaeanicaean found it 350 years later
but that each statement can be duplicated somewhere in the scrip-
tures 4 the4theathe further back we go the more prominent becomes the rite
inin the church

the actual performance of such a rite is described inin a very old
text attributed to clement of rome and preserved in a seventh cen-
tury syriac translation entitled the testament of our lord jesus
christ as delivered orally by him to us the apostles after his resurr-
ection following his death 5 in celebrating the sacrificial death of
the lord pulver calls his study the round dance and the cruci-
fixionfi the bishop would

make the sacrifice the veil of the gate being drawn aside as a sign of the
straying of the former people he would make the offering within the
veil along with priests deacons authorized widows subdeaconssubdeacons dea
conesses readers and such as were endowed with spiritual gifts As
leader the bishop stands in the middle the men and women are
assigned their places north south east and west around him then
all give each other the sign of peace next when absolute silence isis
established the deacon says let your hearts be to heaven if anyone
has any ill feeling towards his neighbor let him be reconciled if any-
one has any hesitation or mental reservationsreservations doubts let him make itit
known if anyone finds any of the teachings incongenial let him wwith-
draw

th
etc for the father of lights is our witness with the son and

visiting angels take care lest you have aught against your neigh-
bor lift up your hearts for the sacrifice of redemption and eternal
life let us be grateful for the knowledge which god is giving us

st augustine epistle no 237 in J P migne patrologicpatrologiaPatrologia latina 221 vols paris J P migne
1844641844 64 33102 hereafter cited as PL quoted partially H leclercq in cabrol dictionnaireDiction naire
darcheologietparcheologiedarrhedarche ologie 1786 and hennecke and schneernelcherschneemelcherSchneemelchermeicher new testament apocrypha 2228 note

ignatius Ephrephraemaern II11 rahmani ed testamentum domini nostrijesmnostri jesu christichrist moguntiaemogunriaemoguntine F kirch-
heim 1899 hereafter cited as TDNJX the age of the work is discussed on ppap ix xiv
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then the bishop says in an awesome voice our lord be or is with
you and all the people respond and with thy spirit 6

A sort of antiphonalandphonal follows with the people in the ring responding
to the words of the bishop then the bishop begins the prayer prop-
er the people repeating these same things praying he thanks
god for the plan of salvation by which thou hast fulfilled thy
purposes by preparing a holy people hast stretched forth thy hands
in suffering that they might be freed from such suffering and from
the corruption of death 7

the identical idea is expressed in the prayer circle so fully de-
scribed by bishop cyril of jerusalem ca 350 AD which we have
discussed elsewhere

0 strange and paradoxical thing we did not die in reality after
having been actually crucified rather itit was an imitation by a to-
ken
0 love of men overflowing christ really received the nails inin his
blameless hands and feet and suffered pain while 1I without any pain
or struggle by his sharing of suffering the pain enjoy the fruits of sal-
vation 8

also in a long passage in the acts of john
you who dance consider what I1 do for yours is this passage of man
which I1 am to suffer
for you could by no means have understood what you suffer unless to
you as logos I1 had been sent by the father
if you knew how to suffer you would be able not to suffer
learn how to suffer and you should be able not to suffer 9

plainly the rite is intimately involved with the suffering of the cruci-
fixion

the syriac prayer ends grant therefore 0 god that all those
be united with thee who participate in these sacred ordinances
and the people say amen bishop give us unity of mind in the
holy ghost and heal our spirits that we may live in thee
throughout all eternity then certain ordinances are explained to
those in the circle it is he who gave adam a garment and the
promise that after death he might live again and return to heaven
it is explained how christ by the crucifixion reversed the blows of

ibid ppap WE
ibid ppap 38 40ff
scyrilcyrilcydil of jerusalemofjerusalem Catecheticcatecheticaecatecheticalae oraroratorationeromtionesorationesiones in J P migne patrologicpatrologiaPatrologia graecagraces 161 vols paris npap

1857 68 331109 25 hereafter cited as PG also in hugh nibley the message of therosethejoseteethe josephph Ssmithmith
papyri an egyptian endowment salt lake city deseret book 1975 p 282

hennecke and schneemelcherSchneemelcher new testament apocrypha 2230ff2230 ff lines 31 42
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death according to the plan of the eternal father laid down before
the foundations of the earth 10

still older are some documents designated as the gospel of bar-
tholomewtholomew belonging to that growing corpus of very early writings
believed to contain instructions and teachings given to the apostles
in secret by the lord after his resurrection on one occasion when
the apostles were met together bartholomew said to peter andrew
and john let us ask mary the favored one how she conceived the
lord and bore him this was an embarrassing question and no
one was willing to approach mary on the subject and bartholo-
mew said to peter you are the president and my teacher you go
and ask her but peter says bartholomew himself should ask and
after much hesitation he approaches mary on behalf of the other
apostles and she agrees to enlighten them

they form a prayer circle and mary standing before them
raised her hands to heaven and began to call upon the father in an
unknown language a number of versions of which are given

when she finished the prayer she said let us sitsit on the ground or
stand quietly kathisomenkathisomen at the prepared place edaphonedaphos sincesince it is plain
that they remain standing come peter you are in charge stand at my
right hand and place your left hand under my forearm and you an-
drew you do the same thing on my left side 12

john and bartholomew are instructed to support or catch mary if
she faints lest my bones fail me when I1 start to speak this mu-
tual support in the circle is necessary where some may be caught
away in the spirit and pass out

in a variant version when the brethren are met together on the
mount of olives peter said to mary blessed one please ask the
lord to tell us about the things that are in heaven but mary re-
minds peter that as adam has precedence over eve so it is his busi-
ness to take the lead in such things 13 having taken position in the
circle mary begins to speak

when I1 was inin the temple of god a number of early sources report
that mary served in the temple like samuel as a child14child 14 there

rahmani TDNJX ppap 446044 60
A wilmart and E tisserant fragments grecs et latinslarinsgatins dedc 1evangile de barthelmy revue bib

liqueliquesNS 10 1913321
ibid121bid p 324

13 ibid p 327
some references to this in hugh nibley quaranqumran and the companions of the cave revue de

quaranqumran 5 april 19651861965 186
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appeared to me one day a manifestation like an angel of unfamiliar as-

pect and suddenly the veil of the temple was rent and there was a

great earthquake and I1 fell on my face unable to bear the sight of him
but he stretched forth his hand and raised me up and I1 looked up to
heaven and a dewy cloud came and lacuna moistened me from head
to foot and he wiped me off with his stole robe shawl and said to
me greetings thou favored one chosen vessel and he grasped my
right hand and there was bread in abundance and he set it out on the
altar of the temple cf the shewbread and he ate first and then gave
to me and he put forth his hand from his garment and there was
drink in abundance and he drank first and then gave to me and I1

beheld and saw a full cup and bread and he said to me in three
years time I1 shall send to you my logos and you will bear a son and
through him the creation will be saved peace to thee my beloved
forever and ever and suddenly he was gone from me and the temple
was as it was before

at this point the lord himself appeared and commanded mary to
utter no more of this mystery while the apostles were sore afraid
that the lord would be angry withthemwith them 15 the sacramental episode
is close to the holy wedding in the temple described in the story of
joseph and asenath giving some indication of the great age and
wide ramifications of the motif 16 the account continues with jesus
giving the apostles further instructions in the ordinances but the
text is badly damaged in one version andrew accuses mary of teach-
ing false doctrine an authentic human touch is the occasional refer-
ence in the early documents to a slight but uncomfortable tension
between mary and some of the apostles but peter reminds him that
the lord confided in mary more than any other while mary upset
weeps and says peter do you think I1 am making all this up17

in the book of 2ndand jeu considered by carl schmidt to be the
most instructive of all early christian texts the apostles and their
wives all form a circle around the lord who says he will lead them
through all the secret ordinances that shall give them eternal pro-
gressiongression 18 then all the apostles clothed in their garments placing
foot to foot made a circle facing the four directions of the cosmos
and jesus standing at the altar shogreshoureshoure proceeded to instruct them

wilmart and tisserant fragments grecs et latinslarinsgatins p 325
16joseph and asenath chaps 141714 17

evangelium mariae 17 18 ed W C till die gnostischegnosrischegnos tischerischedische Schriftschriftenschriffenen des koptcopt pap berlin 8502
in texteundtemte und untersuchungen 60 195195574574 76

111811II jeu p 54 40 text in C schmidt griostischegnosrischeGnos discherische Schriften in koptischerkoprischerkop rischertischerdischer sprachespracher aus derndem codex
brucianusBrucianus in texteteate und untersuchungen8untersuchungm 8 189218929999
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in all the signs and ordinances in which the sons of light must be
perfect 19

snatched at the last moment from the rising waters of the as-
wan dam in 19661966 was the kasrkaar el wazzbazz fragment where we read

we made a circle and surrounded him and he said 1 I am inin your
midst in the manner of these little children when we finished the
hymn they all said amen then he said other things and each timetime
they must all answer amen gather to me 0 holy members of my
body and when I1 recite the hymn you say amenamen20112120

the acts of john describes the circle as being in motion a sort of
dance and earlier texts than the nicaean version add a cosmic touch
to the formula

1 I would pipe dance all of you I1 would mourn mourn all of you21you51
one ogdoad sings praises with us amen
the number 12 dances on high amen
all that which is above participates inin the circle amen
or alternate version he that dancethdanieth not knoweth not what is

being done amen
now if you follow my dance

see yourself in me who am speaking
and when you have seen what I1 do

silence about 112222keep my mysteries

it is doubtless to this rite that clement of alexandria refers in the
second century when he writes come to our mysteries and you
shall dance with the angels around the unbegotten and eternal one
while logos of god sings along with us the great high priest of
god who prays for men and instructs them 23

clergymen of every denomination have vied in fervor in con-
demning all dancing as of the devil yet strangely the only passages
they can find to use from early christian writings never condemn it
outright the favorites are st augustinesaugustinasAugu stines dictum melius est ardredrate

ibid ppap 66ff 53955953g ff inin schmidt Gnosgnostischegnosnschetische schnftenschriftenSchriftschriffenen ppap 114 17 quote from p 114 both
first and second jeu contain sketches showing variousvarious arrangements of prayer circles other texts eg
the gospel of bartholomew and pistis sophia p 358 make itit clear that the facing inin four directions
denotes standing inin a circle

kaarkasr2kasr al wazzbazz fragment p iin end from photographs kindly lent to the author by professor
hughes at the university of chicago at the time of their discovery inin 1966

21puiverpulver jesus round dance and crucifixion p 186 notes thattha mourning here denotes that the
initiate isis expected to suffer after the manner of the leader the word for mourn inin matthew 1117is11 17 is
koptomaikop tomai literally to inflict wounds upon oneself

22 22variantsvariants inin M R james apocrypha anecdota cambridge university press 1894 211
23ciementclement of alexandria cohortation adgentesad rentesgentes xiianxn inin migne PG 82418 241
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quam saltare 1124111424 and chrysostomschrysostomaChryso stoms where there is dancing there is
the devil also but the churchmen who quote it never finish what
chrysostom has to say as he continues god gave us feet not to
cavort shamefully but that we may some day join in the dance of
the angelsangels2525to25 to which angelic dancing the great basil also refers as

part of the christian tradition what is more blessed than to imi-
tate the dance of the angels here on earthearth26112626 ritual dancing was
condemned by the fathers not because it was new but because it
was old in the church it smacked of the old jewish heritage both
augustine and chrysostom condemn the old jewish dancing as part
of the sabbath rejoicing 27

were it not for a violent prejudice against dancing the long de-
bates of the scholars as to whether the participants in the prayer
circle really danced or not would be pointless since the earliest texts
clearly say they did dance but what kind of a dance in the classic
work on the essenesespenesEssenes philo writing at the time of christ tells how
men and women in the circle following the lead of an exanexarexarchosehmschas or
choral instructor would chant hymns with antiphonal responses in a

manner resembling both the rapt enthusiasm and the circular mo-
tion of ancient choric dances hands and feet keeping time in ac-
companimentcompani ment 1128he28 he is describing the therapeutae who were an es-
sene group related both to the egyptian communities of desert
sectariesnectariessectaries and to the people of the dead sea scrolls one could hardly
accuse them of frivolity

the greek and russian orthodox churches still preserve the
ring dance around the altar in that most conservative of rites the
wedding ceremony when bride groom and priest all join hands and
circle the altar three times H leisegang connects this definitely
with the old prayer circle 29at29 at the coronation of the byzantine em-

st augustine ennaratioEnnaratio inin Ps acixcixa inin migne PL 37117257117237 1172 quoted differently along with other
texts on the same subject by gougaudgoubaud inin cabrol and leclercq Dictiondictionnairedictwnnairenairenaife darcheologiedarche ologie 42504 250

john chrysostom homily no 48 on matthew inin migne PG 5849158 491 and gougaudgoubaud inin cabrol and
leclercq dictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarche ologie 42484 248

ast6stst basil epistle class ii no 2 inin migne PG 322255222532 225 26

augustine ennaratioEnna ratio inin Ps acixcixer chrysostom advjudaeosadvdev juddJudajudaeosfoseos inin migne PG 4884548 845 46
28 28philophilo on the contemplative life xixi the passage as rendered by F H colson inin the loeb classical

library edition cambridge mass harvard university press 1967 179165179 l65ffff reads after the supper
they risense up all together and standing inin the middle of the refectory cf qumranquaran form themselves

first intoinrointo two chiroichoroi choirs circles one of men and one of women the leader and precentor eurearexarchoschos

being the most honored amongst them then they sing hymns to god sometimessometimes chanting
together sometimessometimes antiphonally then they mixmix and both together become a single choir a
copy of the choir setsec up of old beside the red sea this isis the way augustine and chrysostom describe
the sabbath dancing of the jews see preceding note but philo being himself a jew found nothing
shocking inin itit

goubaudgougaudGougaud inin cabrol and leclercq dictionnaireDiction naire darcheologiedarche ologie 42514 251 giving these and other examples
of ancient dances surviving inin christianchnstianchistian church H leisegang inin eranos papers II11 p 244
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perorgeror everyone danced around the emperors table three times 5030 the
most common representations of ritual dancing in early christian art
show pious damsels dancing around the throne of king david 31

and the jewish apocryphal writings often depict a situation best de-
scribed at the opening of the book of mormon where lehi sees god
on his throne surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in
the attitude of singing and praising their god 1 nephi 18 sur-
rounding concourses are concentric circles and the singing and prais-
ing are never static it is a dynamic picture with everything in mo-
tion as lehi sees it and as the cosmic pattern of the thing requires
the prayer circle is often called the chorus of the apostles and it is the
meaning of chorus which can be a choir but is originally a ring
dance as pulver designates it in the title of his study the prayer was
a song such as paul prayed and sang in the darkness of a prison
about midnight they prayed a hymn to god see acts 1625

and if they sang in chorus would they not dance philo says that
the true initiate during the rites moves in the circuit of heaven and
is borne around in a circle with the dances of the planets and stars in
accordance with the laws of perfect music the music of the
spheres 32

the most puzzling reference to the dance is also the oldest one
that in matthew 1116 17 this generation is like unto chil-
dren sitting in the markets and calling unto their fellows and
saying we have piped unto you and ye have not danced we have
mourned unto you and ye have not lamented it was taking lib-
erties with this strange passage as a pretext that the early sectariesnectariessectaries
justified the dancing in their prayer circles according to gougandGougand 33

in the text read at nicaeanicaean the lord says to the circle amen when
grace comes I1 want to pipe and you all dance but in a circle where
they are already singing the dancing is only to be expected in view
of old jewish customs and this episode takes place in the upper
room at the last supper the passover why should that playful
game be introduced on that most solemn of occasions in matthew
117 jesus is speaking about john the baptists followers and begins
concerning john what went ye out into the wilderness to see

this is a challenge to the desert sectariesnectariessectaries they were out there as the

Constantconstantme3constantineconstantceme porphyrogenitusporphyrogcnitus de caeremoniiscaeremomis aulae byzantinaebyzantmaeByzantinaemuemae 1651 65 83 irrlffiffinf migne PG 112568112 568

689
many illustrations from early christian art published inin gougaudgoubaud inin cabrol and leclercq diction

nairenaire darcheologiedarche ologie 4 4524ff524ff
philo3philoophilo de opificio mundi ppap 70ff leisegang eranos papers II11 p 234

gougand33gougandGou gand inin cabrol and leclercq dictionnalredictionnaireDiction naire darcheologiedarche ologie 44284 428
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serekhserech scroll VIII 12ff so clearly tells us to prepare the way
see matthew 111110illoiilo10 he speaks of johns great mission as the herald

of a dispensation an elias which was for to come matthew
1114 and then addresses the initiates he that hath ears to hear
let him hear v 15 describing the present generation as those re-
jecting johns message v 12 they would accept neither john nor
the lord vs 18 19 they refused to dance to their playing nor
would they mourn with them for the sins of the world vs 16 17

the knowledge is properly guarded he that hath ears to hear let
him hear v 15 a hint to the initiated that it is meant only for
them in the acts of john the lord says grace is dancing I1 would
pipe dance all of you I1 would mourn mourn all of you the con-
nection with matthew is undeniable and again the limitation of the
real meaning to the inner circle he that does not move in the
circle knows not what is happening amen an important clue is
the likening to little children in matthew 1116 the kasrkaar el wazzbazz
fragment says we made a circle and surrounded him and he said 1 I
am in your midst in the manner of these little children he
added gather to me 0 holy members of my body and when I1 re-
cite the hymn you say amen 34

in both the acts of john and the apocryphon of john jesus
appears at the same time as a grown man and a little child and in a
famous infancy account when he and john embrace as small chil-
dren they fuse into one 35 Is it a mere coincidence that he repeatedly
speaks of the little children and the dancing when declaring unity
with john the central act of the prayer circle was prayer and it was

as he was praying in a certain place when he ceased one of his
disciples said unto him lord teach us to pray apjohnasjohnas john also taught
his disciples luke 111 2 italics added again in close comparison
with john he teaches them the lords prayer jeremias in a recent
study of that prayer notes the significant fact that in it christ ad-
dresses the father as deedabbadyed and that jeremias observes was some-
thing new using an aramaic word used by a small child when
addressing his father jesus contemporaries jeremias writes
ttnevernever addressed god as abba36 that was little childs talk address-
ing god as a real intimate father as a trusting little child would
littlelittielttie children do not stand on their dignity when they are happy

see above notes 20 and 21
1 acts ofjohnofjohn 88 in hennecke and schneemelcherSchneemelcher new testament apocrypha 1322
36j6 jeremias the lords prayer in modem research christian nemsnewsneds from israel 14 april

196312 13

50



their singing and dancing is spontaneous some of that spontaneity
and simplicity carries over into the later cult of the christ child but
in the early christian texts it is the clue to an authentic situation in
the testament of the XII apostles the lord appearing to the people
after the resurrection just before producing bread and wine miracu-
lously for the administering of the sacrament has a conversation
with a little child 37 in exactly the same situation in the book of
mormon the resurrected lord blesses the little children one by
one but he begins his discourse to the nephitesNephites by telling them
three times that no one can approach him except as a little child
see 3 nephi 922 1137 38.3858 the prayer circle is the nearest ap-

proach to the lord that men make on earth and they can approach
him only as little children

the prayer spoken in the circle differs every time it is not
strictly prescribed the one leading the prayer expresses himself as
the spirit moves him andtheand the others either repeat each line after him
which would not be necessary if they all knew it by heart or add

an amen at the end of each phrase which is the equivalent of re-
citing the prayer for oneself the most significant example of this
freedom of composition is certainly the lords prayer originally
wrote jeremias the doxology fortorwor thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory for ever was absent yet it is found in the
oldest church order the teaching of the twelve apostles has
someone taken liberties with the sacred canon then no the ab-
sence of the doxology from the original text jeremias explains
does not mean that jesus intended his prayer to be recited without

a word of praise at the end but in the very earliest times the dox-
ology had nofixedformno pixeyfixed tormform and its precise wording was left to those who
prayed only later on it was felt necessary to establish the
doxology in a fixed form138form 23813858 which explains why the prayer has dif-
ferentferent forms in matthew 613 and luke 114 also the older ara-
maic form of the prayer required forgive ourour debts which the
greek of luke changes to forgive our sins 113919 this vindicates both
the inclusion of the doxology in the lords prayer in 3 nephi
139 13 and the reading there of debts instead of sins

almost all accounts mention the introduction of the prayer as
being in a strange language a triple formula of words resembling each

gospel3gospel of the XII apostles frgarg 2 in R graffin and F nau eds patrologicpatrologiaPatrologia orientaliaorientalisoiientalisOrienorlen talis 39 vols
paris LiblibrairielibrairicLibrarairieidiciric de paris firmin didot 1903 2133

38jeremias lords prayer in modem research p 10 italics added
39 ibid39ibid p ii11
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other thus in I11 jeu after they form the circle jesus begins a hymn
which appears to be meaningless a speaking in tongues a glosso-
lalia 4010 in the pistis sophia also the lord having formed the
apostles and their wives in a circle around him and taking the place
of adam at the altar called upon the father three times in an un-
known tongue 114141 elsewhere the text explains how while they stood
ailaliall in white each with the cipher of the name of the father in his
hand jesus prayed in a strange language beginning with the words
iaolaoido aoi oia which we are told meant hear me father the father
of all fatherhood boundless light according to our source this
is the interpretation iota because everything came out of began
with it alpha because everything will return to it omega because
everything is process lit the fulfilling of all fulfilling 3142114242

in another version when the lord ordered the twelve to make
a prayer circle and join him in a triple amen and hymn to the father
and creator of all treasure he began by saying ie ie ie calling
upon the father to create beings to be the lords of every treasure
and as such to bear the name of their father jeu who has re-
plenishedplenished the treasuries with countless spirits and degrees of glory 1145114343

when abraham according to an old and highly respected source
rebuilt the altar of adam in order to bring a sacrifice to the eternal

one as he had been instructed by an angel he raised his voice in
prayer saying el el el el jaoeljabel the last meaning jehovah
receive the words of my prayer receive the sacrifice which I1 have
made at thy command have mercy show me teach me give to thy
servant the light and knowledge thou hast promised to send himhim44734411445344

abraham was following the example of adam who prayed to god
for three days repeating three times the prayer may the words of
my mouth be heard god do not withdraw thyself from my suppli-
cation then an angel of the lord came with a book and com-
forted adam and taught him 1145when114545 when adam and eve found them-
selves cut off from the glory of the lord according to the intriguing
combat of adam they stood with upstretchedunstretchedupstretched hands calling upon
the lord as adam began to pray in a language which is unintelli-
gible tousto us 1146the46 the so called coptic gnostic writing purports to give

pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion p 175
pistis sophia p 358
ibid p 357

451431 jeu inin teatetexte und untersuchungen 832685268 526326 371
44 44apocalypseapocalypse of abraham 12812 8 9 171117 11 17
41mjM J bin gonongorion die sagen derjudender juden 5 vols frankfurt M rutten & loening 1913 1 260ff1260ff
46 46combatcombat of adam text inin J P migne dictionnaireDiction naire dapociyphesdapocrypha 12 vols parispans J P migne 1856
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us adams words on the occasion as being composed of the elements
ioiaio i a and iloyeloy el meaning god is with us forever and ever and
through the power of revelation 114747 the jewish traditions indicate

that the story is no gnostic invention though of course mysterious
names and cryptograms are the stuff on which human vanity feeds
and every ambitious sectary would come up with his own words and
interpretations yet though none of these writings may be taken as
binding or authentic taken all together they contain common ele-
ments which go back as far as the church of the apostles when
mary asks the lord tell me your highest name he standing in
the midst of a cloud of light said he eloheclohe eloheclohe eloheclohe eran
eran eran rafoncafon rafoncafon rafoncafon raqonraaon rason raqonraaon etc
etc 48 such mysteries are just the sort of thing unqualified persons
love to play around with and various gnoagnognosticstic groups took fullest
advantage of them but again the jews are way ahead of them as we
see in the huge cataloguescataloguercatalogues of mysterious angelic names in such
works as 3 enoch

what H leclercq calls that magnificent gesture of raising
both hands high above the head with which those in the prayer
circle began their prayer was as he notes a natural gesture both of
supplication and submission 49 it was specifically a conscious imita-
tion of the crucifixion 50 and that brings to mind the significant de-
tail mentioned by the synoptic writers that the lord on the cross
called upon the father in a strange tongue those who were standing
by though aramaic was supposed to be their native tongue dis-
agreed as to the meaning see mark 1533ff1533 ff and indeed the mssass
give many variant readings of an utterance which the writers of the
gospels left untranslated plainly because there was some doubt as to
the meaning it recalls the cry of distress of david in psalms 542
hear my prayer 0 god give ear to the words of my mouth 51 and

inirrlir psalm 551 give ear to my prayer 0 god attend unto me
and hear me my heart is sore pained within me and the terrors
of death are fallen upon me

F preisigke studying the same gesture among the egyptians it
is none other than the famous ka gesture notes that it represents

coptic gnostic work ed C schmidt in teatetexte und untersuchungenvnterwchungen 8253
asebastiansebastian euringer die binde der Rechtfertigrechtfertigungung orientalist 9 19402491940 249

4949cabrolcabrol and leclercq dictionnaireDiction naire d1archeologiedarchwlogie 101212
pulver5pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion ppap 175ff 193
psalms5psalms 542 elohim 5hmatphillatiahmashma tphillati ha abinahazinah imrehnmreil imrei phi
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submission the hands up position of one surrendering on the bat-
tlefieldtlefield while at the same time calling the attention of heaven to an
offering one has brought in supplication he also points out that the
early christians used the same gesture in anticipation of a visitation
from heaven to which they added the idea of the upraised arms of
the savior on the cross 52we52 we have already mentioned the prayers of
adam and abraham calling upon god in a strange tongue in the
midst of darkness and distress abraham says the zohar received no
message until he built an altar and brought an offering for there is
no stirring above until there is a stirring below we do not say
grace over an empty table or altar 5313 enoch was another who as he
prayed stretched forth his arms and his heart swelled wide as eter-
nity and to comfort him god sent him the vision of noahsmoahs salva-
tion see moses 74lff741ff74174 lffiffff according to first enoch noah also prayed
in his distress calling upon god three times and saying hear me
hear me hear me54 let us also recall that when mary led the prayer
circle of the apostles she raised her hands to heaven and began to
call upon the father in an unknown tongue above note 17

suffering is an important theme of the ancient prayer circle the
rite is always related to the crucifixion according to pulver which
was anticipated by it in the upper room for the core of the lords
supper is the idea of sacrifice 55 in the rites the believer must incurincur
the same sufferings as his god and therefore he must mourn with
him hence the peculiar passage in matthew 1116 17 56 ignatius
letter to the romans shows that real suffering alone enables
one to become a disciple to learn and gain experience for ig-
natius the believer must repeat the destiny of his god he must be-
come an imitator of god mimelesmimetes tou tcheoutheou 157this1577 this is done ritually
as is plainly stated by cyril of jerusalem and the author of the testa-
ment of jesus christ cited above and thou hast stretched forth thy
hands in suffering that they might be freed from such suffering by
an act of imitation 58

the clearest expression of the idea is given in that archetype and
model of all initiates and suppliants adam As he and eve were sac

51F preisigke vom gottlichergottlkhemgottlichemgottlgottlikhenkhemchemhbenahem fluidum nach agyptischeragypt ischer anschauungAnschauung berlin W de gruyter 1920 p
41 n 3 p 42

13 Zohar lech lecha 88a
5411 enoch 652

pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion ppap 175ff
61ibidbid p 186
rahmani TDNJX ppap 40 44 cf nibley message ofthejosephof fhethe joseph smith papyri p 282
ibid
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rificing on an altar with arms upraised an angel came down to
accept the sacrifice but satan intervened and smote adam in the
side with the sacrificial weapon adam fell upon the altar and would
have died were it not that god intervened and healed him on the
spot declaring that what adam had suffered so far was acceptable to
him as a true sacrifice being in the similitude of his own offering
even so will I1 be woundedwounded5959

the prayer asks for light and knowledge as well as other aid and
the answer is a teaching situation thus the angels who came down
in answer to adams three fold appeal may the words of my
mouth be heard etc came with a book and comforted adam and
taught him 6010 or in another version when adam and eve prayed
at their altar three messengers were sent down to instruct them 61

the lord himself appears to teach abraham as he is studying the
heavens according to clement 6261 and the valuable testament of
abraham begins with his receiving instruction at an altar on a holy
mountain surrounded by men whom I1 will show you how they
will form a circle around you being on the mountain of the al-
tars 116365 indeed the main theme of those many ancient writings
called testaments and attributed to almost every patriarch pro-
phet and apostle of old is the journey of the purported author to
heaven during which he receives lessons in the most advanced theol-
ogy history and astronomy

of particular interest is the testament of job whose age has
been vindicated by the recent discovery of fifth century coptic frag-
ments of it 64 make a circle around me my children form a circle
around me that I1 may show you what the lord and I1 did lit
what the lord did metamoumetamou along with me thus he begins with
what seems no more than an admonition to gather round but when
he begins explaining things to his daughters strange ordinances
emerge when the famous three daughters of job complain to him
that their seven brothers received a greater inheritance than they he
assures them that he has reserved for them a better heritage 46146lff461ff46 lffiffff
5 he then tells one of the girls to go to the celle and fetch three

59 59combatcombat of adam in migne dictionnaireDictionnaire dapqcryphesdapocryphes 1329ffl329ff
gobinbin gorion sagen derjudender juden 1260ff1260 ff
at6tF temestriniTemestrini trans lcle code Nanazoreennazorecnzoreen livre dadam in migne dictionnaireDiction naire dapocryphes 187

clementine recognitions 132 33 in migne PG 11226 27
63 apocalypse of abraham chap 12

64rR A kraft the testament ofjobof joejob according to the SV text missoula montana society of biblical
literature 1974 ppap 3 11 on the various texts the greek version is also reproduced by F C cony-
beare testaments ofjobofjob and the XII patriarchs jewish quarterly review 13 october 19001111900lllff1900111ffff
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golden caskets containing their inheritances in each one is a mys-
terious article of clothing designated as a chorda a2 string or thread
but of such cunning design as to defy description being of no earth-
ly design but of heaven giving off lightnlightninglikelightninging likeilke emissions like
sunbeams 468 the girls are told to put them on like shawls so
that it would be with them throughout the days of this earthly life
469 one of the women asks disappointed Is this the heritage

you told us about in reply job tells her that these chordalchordai will not
only preserve them in this life but will also lead you into a better
world even the heavens 473 he explains that the lord gave him
the three bands on the day when he decided to show me mercy
healing him of the afflictions of the flesh and placing the item be-
fore him saying arise gird up thy loins like a man I1 shall ask you
certain questions and you shall give me certain answers 474 6
when job tied them on all sickness left him and his body became
strong and his mind at ease 477 10 and the lord spoke to me
in power showing me things past and future 4710 11 he tells
the girls that they will have nothing to fear in this life from the
adversary because these things they wear are a power and a pro-
tection phylaktetionphylakterion of the lord 4711 12 then he tells them to
arise and gird themselves to prepare for heavenly visitantsvisi tants 4712

thus it was that when one of the three daughters arose and clothed
herself peiieilexenperieilexen showing that this was a garment and more than a
string according to her fathers instructions she received another heart
and no longer thought about earthly things and she began to utter
words apofhthengxatoapophthengxato mkemakemee a clear and important statement in the
angelic sounds phone and sent up a hymn to god using the manner
of praising of the angels and as she recited the hymns she let the
spirit make marks charagmatacharagmata on her garment 481 8

here the string or chord iiss definitely called a garment stole the
next girl girded herself likewise and recited the hymn of the crea-
tion of the heavens speaking in the dialect of the Archons mak-
ing her a true muse 491 3 the third girl chanted verses in the
dialect of those on high and she spoke in the dialect of the
cherubim her words being preserved as the prayers of amaltheias
keras a most significant name 501 3

in the opening lines of the testament job tells his three daugh-
ters and seven sons to form a circle around him the second son is
called choroschores make a circle around me peiikyklosateperikyklosate me he re-
peats the word and I1 will demonstrate hypodeixo a very explicit
word to you the things which the lord did with me epoiesenep oiesen met
emoudemou ie which we did together it does not mean what he did to
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or for me for I1 am your father job who was faithful in all things
en pusel hypomomei and you are the chosen and honored lineage
genos of the seed of jacob ie he gives them a patriarchal bless-

ing his testament 11 5

then job recounts an adventure quite like that of moses in the
first chapter of the book of moses after which job suddenly appears
as the humiliated king who regains his glory the job who ruled
over all of egypt no less 2886 he shows his royal visitors his
real throne which is in heaven 33 and they become upset and
angry about his illusive eternal kingdom which he assures them is
the only stable state of existence 36 if you do not understand the
functions of the body he asks them how can you hope to under-
stand heavenly matters 3886 in the midst of his terrible afflic-
tions he calls upon the lord with upraised hands they lifted me
up supporting my arms on each side and standing thus I1 first of all
gave thanks and then after a great praying I1 said to them lift up
your eyes to the east and there they saw jobs dead children
crowned in the presence of the heavenly one 402 and his wife
who had just joined them she having died of sorrow and exhaus-
tion according to an old legend satan had appeared to her as a bak-
er and when she asked for a scrap of bread to feed herself and her
ailing husband reminding him of his former generosity to one and
all satan coolly replied that he would give her bread when she gave
him money piously assuring her you can have anything in this
world for money cf 246 8 elephazeliphaz and the other friends were
forgiven by god for resenting jobs claim which is also enochs
that god had given him a right to his own throne in the heavens
431 and in his joy eliphazelephaz led another prayer circle he began a

hymn the other friends repeating after him along with their sup-
porters troops near the altar he began by casting out satan
451431431ff43lff43 lffiffff behold the lord has drawn near the saints now stand
prepared their crowns of glory awaiting them in advance pro
eyoumenoneyoumenon 4514311a4311431 laa after elephazeliphaz finished with the hymn all the
others repeating after him epiphonountoneptphonounton while moving in a circle
kraft andnd circling about we arose and went into the city to the

house where we live and carried on festivities rejoicing in the lord
441 thus the story ends as it were in the upper room where it

began cf matthew 2630 and mark 1426

in 2 jeu the apostles and their wives form a circle around jesus
specifically so that he can teach them the ordinances of the treasury
of light they being conducted by him through all the ordinances
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and thereby learning to progress in the hereafter 5165116565 at marys
request on behalf of the apostles the lord specifies the progressive
order of all ordinances hysteriamysteriamysteiiamy steria all knowledge instructions
soounsaooun seals sphragides tokens psephoifsephoz supplicationssupplicat ions or forms of
driessddiessaddress epikalesthaiepikalesthaz degrees or positions toggtopolto66To 116666 and in the

acts of john he tells those in the circle what you do not know I1

myself will teach you 1367116767 the whole situation centers around the last
supper and belongs to the church from the beginnbegianbeginninging 68

in a bartholomew text the lord takes the twelve up into the
mountain and standing in their midst gives them certain signs and
tokens and then departs 69the69 the gnosticsagnostics exploit and distort this situ-
ation in their usual way thus when an angel comes to rescue norea
in response to her prayer he says 1 I am el el eth who stands
before the holy ghost obviously a hebrew source the shekhinaShekhina I1

have been sent to converse with you and to save you from the ad-
versaryversary I1 will instruct you concerning what you should know 117070

indeed in various accounts satan tries to get in on the act we
have seen how he smote adam interrupting his lessons at the altar
and when abraham prayed at his altar have mercy show me
teach me give to thy servant light and knowledge thou hast prom-
ised to send him satan promptly appeared on the scene with an
insolent here I1 am and as he began to teach abraham a true
messenger from god arrived and cast satan out and proceeded with
the proper instructions 71 in 2 jeu the lord warns the men and wo-
men in the circle that the ordinances in question are very secret be-
cause satan wants them distorted and misrepresented as they surely
will be if they go abroad in the world 72 divulging72divulging those very things
it will be recalled was the sin for which the watchers in enochs
day were destroyed 7573 according to rabbi eleaser abraham built
three altars in order to instruct his children and fortify them against
apostasy 74

652 jeu p 54 40 in teatetexte und untersuchungen 899
66 pistis sophia ppap 358ff 363ff363 ff

acts61acts ofjohnof john 1 43 in hennecke and schneemlcherschneemelcherSchneemeichermelcher new testament apocrypha 2231
68 even those gnostic versionsdefendingversions defending the proposition that jesus did not really suffer on the croiscrosscross

celebrate 11 a pseudo passion and a pseudo death of christ according to pulver jesus round dance
and crucifixion ppap 176 78

evangoevangfevang of bartholomew fol l4b14blab 152 in E A W budge coptic apocrypha london britiaritibritishsh mu-
seum 1913

70 hypostasis70hypostasis of the archonsarchois 1403 tisltrsl in theologischeTheolo gische literaturzeitung 1958 no 10 col 667
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As to the teacher sometimes it isisjaoeljaoeljabel or jehovah as the heav-
enly choirmaster and sometimes it is michael or gabriel As often
as not it is three sent ones 7755 but of course all the knowledge is sent
down from god abraham would utter prayers on certain occa-
sions while sacrificing thus invoking the one god 117676 this was
the beginning of jewish liturgy clement however takes it back a

step farther adam finding he needed help solicited divine assis-
tance with prayers and sacrifices that was the beginning of the
ordinances of god 117777 according to the moslem commentators all
creatures form in circles around god to be taught suggesting the
gathering of all the beasts at life giving water holes in the desert 78

H leisegang finds that throughout the ancient world the prayer
circle is for the instruction of initiates 79 we may even go beyond his
range to the medicine circles of indians all over america among the
plains indians as described by H storm

the people all sit quietly together and learn the four harmonies of bal-
ance each of the people can now perceive the others and they realize
that they are all teachers they put their arms around each other and
care for each other then they begin to dance towards the flowering
tree together in a great circlecircle80circie8010

the four harmonies mentioned in the last quotation appear
throughout the world in the ring dance the number of those form-
ing the circle isis among the pagans almost always sixteen as leise-
gang shows with the christian circle it is twelve combining the
three levels and the four cardinal points 81 in thejewishthe jewish 3 enoch the
three levels of the twelve produce rings of thirty six in I11 jeu at
every station or step kopostopos there are twelve springs of reason
and in each every father has three faces so that the fathers that en-
circle setheussetreus have 36 faces at every level taxis there is a trea-
sure containing 12 heads and in each kopostopos there are always three
watchers to instruct 82 As might be expected the number 360 is
constantly mentioned and pedantspedanus and mystics had a field day shuf-
fling and rearranging their cosmic circles as did mathematicians and

see theimportantthe important discussion of the three men inin white inin erwin goodcnoughgoodenough jewish symbols inin
hethe greco momanroman period 13 vols new york pantheon books 1953 1251 25 28

A Z idelsohnjewishidelsohn jewish liturgy and its development new york henry holt 1932 p 3

clementine recognitions 411
F dietericidietencidieterichDieteDietencirici ed their und mensch vor dem konigkomg der beniengenien leipzig hinrichs 1881 ppap iff cf

clement I1 epistle ad connthoscorinthoscorinthisCorinConn thos 20
leisegang inin eranos papers II11 p 244
8oheyemoyohstheyemoyohst storm seven arrows new york harper & rowe 1975 p 20

81 especially81especially instructiveinstructive on the circles of eight and twelve etc isis the coptic sophia christi ppap WE95 ff
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8211 I jeu ppap loff inin teatetexte und untersuchungen 852ff8 52ff

59



astronomers our circles still have 360 degrees if the gnostic can tell
us in a typical text that the nous of the universe has 12 faces and
the prayer of each one is directed solely towards him while in the
midst stands an altar upon which is the only begotten word 8313 that
it is not so far from the impeccably orthodox ignatius of antioch
for whom the dance of twelve is in imitation of god 84

monuments of great age and imposing majesty in many parts of
the world suggest the prevalence of the main ideas thus when hel-
iodorusliodorus went far up the nile to meroe describing conditions during
the persian occupation of the fourth century BC he saw a council of
holy men sitting in a circle of twelve with three altars in their
midst 85as85 As an eyewitness to the operation and as a personal friend to
the emperor eusebius was able to describe the arrangement of con-
stantinesststandnes tomb and the mystique behind it he built a martyrium
in memory of the 12 apostles in the city bearing his name it was a
golden superdomesuperdosesuperdome open to the sky and utterly dazzling A ring of
twelve columns with relics of an apostle deposited at the foot of each
represented the holy chorus then constantine had a happy after-
thought he had twelve reliquaries in honor and memory of the sa-
cred chorus of the apostles placed in the circle of the rotunda each
at the foot of a column and in the center of this he put his own
casket so that as he explained it by a clever calculation any hon-
or shown to an apostle would be automatically focused as if by a
burning glass on the object in the center the remains of the emper-
or thus that smart man characteristically utilized the intercession
of the apostles to his own advantage 3386118686

the plan was carried out in the still surviving mausoleum of
constantines daughter constantiaConstandiaanria with its twelve double columns
in a circle around the sarcophagus or altar 87 and from the same peri-
od in the tomb of diocletian at split and many other imposing
monuments dedicated to harnessing the power of the heavens
through the prayer circle there is a definite cosmic connection here

what is eternal is circular and what is circular is eternal
write giorgio de santillana anand hertha von dechenddechandDechend quoting aris-
totle with the comment that was the mature conclusion of human

83 second83second coptic gnostic work p 8aaa inin texts und untersuchungen 8 23lff8231ff
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thought over millennia it was an obsession with circularity 88 if
plato bids us behold immortal souls standing outside of heaven as
the revolution of the spheres carries them round and they behold all
things beyondbeyond8981989119 1 clement among the oldest and most esteemed
of christian writings declares that the sun and the moon and the
chorus of stars according to his decree in harmony and without any
deviation circle in their appointed orbits 90 the life of the soul is
related to the motions of the heavenly bodies in the twelfth thanks-
giving hymn of the dead sea scrolls and the remarkable tenth page
of the manual of discipline is an ecstatic song with instrumental ac-
companimentcompani ment and dance in the temple attuned to the circling of the
spheres and the revolutions of the times seasons and festivals it be
gins

at the beginning of the rule of light in its circling at the gathering to
the appointed place at the beginning of the watches of darkness when
its treasury is opened and poured out upon the earth and in itsits revolv-
ing and drawing together from its source of or for the sake ofof light
when the outpouring of the light shines forth from the holy abode
etc I1 will sing what I1 learn and all my harping isis for the glory of
el and all the sound of my harp shall be attuned to his holiness while
the flute of my lips shall strictly conform to lit be laid to the line ofof
his instruction I1 will prescribe the limits from which I1 will not
depart 11 I1 will gladly receivereceive what he teaches me As soon as
my hand and feet are stretched forth I1 will call upon abarekhabare kh his
name at the beginning both of the goingoutgoinggoingoutout and the coming inin line
13139191

here the singer compares his solitary song to the strict discipline and
instruction of the prayer circle in the temple eg 1 I will make the
heave offering with my lips line 6 that being a temple ordinance

with the fall according to a hebrew enoch fragment adam
tried his best to behold again the glory of the shekhinaShekhina but had to
settle in his fallen state for the circle of the sun which all behold in
glory as the sign of the shekhinaShekhina with 6000 prophets circling around
it 9291 in the various ascension texts we are taken again and again
through the various levels of concentric rings the order taxis of
holy angels in their ring dances foroshorostasianchorostasianhoroschoros tasian lit standing properly in

giorgio de santillana and hertha von dechenddechandDechend hamlets mill boston D R godmegodine 1977 ppap
48ff

platopiato phaedrusPhaedrus p 247
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IQS manual of ofdisciplinediscipline 101loilol10 1 393 9
wadolfjellinekadolfjellmek bet ha midraschMi drasch 6 vols jerusalem wahrmann books 1967 V 172 book of

enoch
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a ring isaiah is instructed in his ascension not to worship at any
of the six central thrones at any of the chorostaiaschorostaias or singing praise
circles circles he must pass on the way up since all the others are
simply focusing their praise on him who sitteth in the seventh
heaven 119393 such a mounting up is described by philo

the soul is borne ever higher to the ether and the circuit of heav-
en and isis carried around with the dances of the planets and fixed stars
inin accordance with the laws of perfect music reaching out after the
patterns of the originals of things of the senses which itit saw here on
earth while longing to see the great king himself 9414

philo is attempting to combine jewish lore with the mysteries of
egypt pulver notes that the eight circle is commoner than the
twelve and occurs also in early christianity whenever it discloses an
egyptian influence 95 certainly what is purportedly the first and old-
est shrine in egypt the abaton tomb of osiris and first place of
settlement with its great ring of 365 altars and its three levels etc 96

suggests the circle of 365 aeonsafons that marks the place of the adam of
light with its three sides or directions 97 and even more does the ar-
rangementran of the ideal temple in the newly published temple scroll
from the qumranquaran cave 1I 98198911 plutarch explains certain mysteries on
the authority of the egyptians in a combination of earthly and heav-
enly geography which is typically egyptian the worlds are so or-
dered that one always touches the other in a circle moving as it were
in a stately ring dance which takes place surprisingly within a

triangle the founfoundationdatisidatiwi and common altar of all these worlds
which is called the plain oftruthortruthof truth in which lie the designs moulds
ideas and permanent examples or samples of all things that ever
were or shall be 99 some have suggested that the three cornered
plain in question is the nile delta 100 and it is not surprising that
plutarchyplutarchs image of things was Christianichristianizedchristianizerzed by an egyptian cle-
ment of alexandria that which christ brings forth is trans-
formed into an ogdoad and through three names is liberated as a

93ascension93 ascension of isaiah 14151 4 15 17 inin R H charles ascension of isaiah london A & C black
1900pp1431900 appp 145143 44

9thilophilo of alexandria de opificio mundi ppap 70ff
910pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion p 188
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second gnostic work 6aaa text inin teatetexte und untersuchungen 823082508 250230
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ology of the hebrew university of jerusalem shrine of the book 1977 cols 34 39 42
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liellei1 ieI e the so called pyramidologists A hypocephalus like that of facsimile no 2 of the book of
abraham depicts the geography of the earth as a reflection of that heaven with the delta inin the center
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triad when you bear the image of the terrestrial world then you
also bear the image of the celestial 101

it is because each prayer circle is a faithful reproduction of the
celestial pattern that impulses can be transmitted from one to the
other by all who are in a receptive state the thoughts of those in the
circle are concentrated as in a burning glass or since the thing most
emphasized as the indispensable requirement of the circle is the abso-
lute purity of mind concentration of thought devoid of any reserva-
tions or distractions and since the communication is beamed from
one treasury of light to others the analogy of the laser is quite
striking 102 the three who were sent to teach adam and eve the or-
der of prayer gave them the pattern after the manner of what is
done above in the treasury of light 103 if that sounds too gnostic
the same image meets us in the abovementionedabove mentioned tenth page of the
manual of discipline in the book of adam adam is endowed

with the image and likeness of the lords above while eve isis the
queen of this world I1 god provided sensentt the three visitors
genies for their protection and taught them the holy mysteries

and the prayers which they must recite and I1 told them further 1 I
have provided for you this earth in a dwelling place fit for eternity
and then sitting near them I1 taught them the manner of calling upon
the lords to bless them 7710411104104

according to the hasidic teaching the order of prayer is in ac-
cordancecordance with the emanation of the worlds since through prayer
we become attached to him who is blessed105blessed 105 and rules the
worlds in orthodox judaism the talmud represents the beth dinn
or tribunal of heaven as a circle in the centre of which god is
seated and the earthly sanhedrin as a reflectionreflectionof of it 106the106log the sympa-
thetic vibration makes the individual also a microcosmmicrocosm responding to
the cosmic forms as we see in the odes of solomon which echo the
dead sea scrolls with the ecstatic declaration the lord is the
crown upon my head I1 will not be shaken even though the uni-
verse is shaken I1 will remain standing As I1 istrikestrikeistrice the chords of
the lyre the spirit of the lord speaks in my members 10707

clement of alexandria dubia from the oriental teachings of theodotustheodotosTheodotus 80 in migne PG
9696

112 second112second gnostic work 8aaa teatetexte und untersuchungen 823lff8231ff
piStiS103pistis103 Pisdisrisdds sophia ppap 10 11
10413book10413ookook of adam in migne Dictiondictionnairedsctmnnairenaire dapocryphes 187 88
1110ror ha meir ii 109bio9b cited in J G weiss the kavvanoth of prayer in early hasidism journal

of jewishofjeuish studies 9 1958182 83
1isaacisaac myer qabhalahqabbalah philadelphia isaac myer 1888 p 306
bodes0odesodes of solomon nos v and vi

63



in forming the prayer circle one excludes the outer world as
families holding the passover feast form closed circles with their
backs all turned on the outer world or as the true initiates from the
inner or esoteric circle leaving all the rest to the outer or exoter-
ic world the lord explains this to the apostles telling them of
higher prayer circles as he takes each by the hand and introduces him
into the first mystery explaining that is why I1 said to you that
you were chosen out of the world 108 it was from such a circle in
heaven that god at the creation of this earth chose those who would
be his rulers in it according to I11 jeu the apocalypse of abraham
and the book of abraham 525323325523 and god stood in the midst of
them and he said these I1 will make my rulers for he stood among
those that were spirits 31109109

the special object of leisegangsLeisegangs study an alabaster orphic bowl
depicting a prayer circle bears an inscription beginning with an in-
vocation of the celestial force which moves the outermost sphere en-
compassing all the spheres of heaven110heaven 110 the third line reads

because thou movestbovest in a circle and exhorts the readers to
invoke the divine cosmic power the sun which rules the infinite cos-
mic space over the heaven of fixed stars carrying the readers
thoughts back to the primordial age before the birth of the cos-
mos iiiili111 for the nritestes inin the circle take place in the supercelestial
space beyond the starry heavens 112 leisegang concludes that the
many pagan versions of the thing all bear witness to the mysteries
to the diverse yet always interrelated forms of the original orphic
dionysian cult descended deep into the christian world llyliy11313 his
final word is that all these rites were in some way related though
today the nature of the connection can only be surmised 114 they
go much farther back than the orphic dionysian tradition however
since the old babylonian hymn of creation the enumaeduma elish tells
how at the creation god drew the universal figure the quartered
circle which is repeated at every level of existence 115 with the idea
that whatever is done on one level or world is done in heaven also 116ilg16
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the only proper place for such activities is the temple since that
edifice is expressly designed for taking ones bearings on the universe
in every sense the temple is the center from which light goes
forth and which at the same time draws everything to itself and
brings all things together 11717 its ordinances are those prescribed after
the heavenly pattern see hebrews 85 we have written extensively
elsewhere on the hierocentrichierocentric layout of ancient temples cities
camps and other ritual complexes of their universality and antiqui-
ty there can be no doubt nor is there any shortage of early writings
to tell us what they signified to their builders

in 3 enoch the rabbi ishmael mounting up to heaven must
pass through six hekalothhekaloth chamber within chamber the halls
being arranged in concentric circles the word bekal usually means
simply temple it is the arabic word for shrine or temple but in the
enoch literature it regularly refers to the chambers or rooms of the
temple representing various steps of initiation 11818 arriving at the en-
trance of the seventh maimal rabbi ishmael reports in the opening
lines of his epic

I1 stood still in prayer before the holy one blessed be he and lifting
up my eyes on high ie toward the divine majesty I1 said lord of
the universe I1 pray thee that the merit of aaron who received the
crown of priesthood from in the prespresenceencel of thy glory on the
mount of sinai be valid for me in this hour no unclean thing can
take this step otherwise

one thinks of moses also clothed upon with glory on the moun-
tain moses 73 12 9 rabbi ishmael having reached the door to
the presence of god must become a crowned king and a priest before
he can enter he asks for this because like others who make this
supreme prayer he seeks to be delivered from his lower condition
that satan may not get power over me nor throw me down from
the heavens 119 ie even as they were for on meeting adam in the
dark and dreary world satan boasts and taunts him that he has
caused him to be cast out of paradise even as adam had caused his
expulsion from heaven at the time of the creation 120 in short ish-
mael utters the classic prayer of adam moses abraham and others
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and receives the proper reply when god immediately sends meta
tron his servant the angel the prince of the presence to instruct
him and bring him farther on the way forthwith the holy one

sent to me metatronbetatronMetatron his servant the angel the prince sar of
the presence who came joyfully to ishmael grasped him firmly by
the right hand in the sight of all and said enter in peace before
the high and exalted king and behold comprehend the picture
likeness of the merkabahMerkabah the use of special words hitsaqelhitsaqel
comprehend for see demuth likeness or picture instead of

simply saying god and merkabahMerkabah that elaborate circumlocution
all save the writer from further obligation to say just what it was
rabbi ishmael saw sincesince itit cannot be described to those mortals
who have seen nothing like it the same caution is expressed in
lehisgehis report that he was carried away in a vision even that he saw
the heavens open and he thought he saw god sitting upon his
throne 1 I1 nephi 18 italics added rabbi ishmael also reports like
enoch and he is reporting all this to explain what it was that enoch
experienced that god had given him a throne similar to the
throne of glory cf moses 759 and he spread over me before
me on my account ahladlalldildir a curtain veil of splendour and brilliant
appearance of grace and mercy similar to the curtain of the throne
of glory and on it were fixed all kinds of lights in the universe 121211

the curtain comments odebergadeberg on this regularly represents the
recording of the divine decrees with regard to the world the secrets
of the worlds creation and sustenance etc in short the innermost
divine secretssecrets122122 the secrets that is of this earth and of all other
lights in the universe we pointed out in the egyptian endowment

that ancient temple veils represented the point or act of transition
between mans sublunary life and the vast open reaches of the im-
mensity of space beyond into which one passes by passing through
that veil 123 they were cosmic veils appropriately adorned as rabbi
ishmael reports with astronomical marks and emblems

such a veil was discovered in a cemetery of astanaaltana in central
asia by sir aurel stein and has been hailed by de santillanaSandllanailanaliana and
von dechenddechand as done in true archaic spirit which means that only
hints are given and the spectator has to work out for himself the
significance of the details 11114124 it dates from the seventh century was
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found in position suspended from pegs on a wall it is in sassanian
rather than chinese workmanship and was found near the body of a
man dressed in sassanian style near the head lay also the crown
shaped paper hat an accompanying document says that several

sutrasbutras were copied and recited by monks at the funeral of the mans
wife she was buried in 8 december 667 her husband in 689 AD 125

A mixture of cultures is apparent the sutrasbutras sassanian art and chi-
nese elements the chinese having moved in quite recently 640
AD and the ritual with which the parties are so much concerned
may have been somewhat eclectic with a foundation of nestorian
christianity in the veil in question what first catches the eye are the
signs of the square and the compass boldy drawn as they are held up
in the right and left hands respectively of the lady and her husband
to quote the official description silk perhaps originally white
subject the legendary emperor fuhsifuhei with his consort nuwasnewas facing
each other about three quarters life size the bodies rise from a

continuous flounce like short white skirt an apron their two in-
ner arms stretched stiffly and horizontally towards each other the
hand of each appearing under the opposite armpit of the other shows
that they are embracing fu hsi holds in his uplifted left hand a
masons square nu was holds in her right hand a pair of com-
passes from below issue two intertwined serpentine bodies
which coil around each other the well known caduceuscaducous of life
and death signifying that all things have their opposites cf john
314 etc the whole design is completely surrounded with dia-
grams of the constellations while above the heads of the two figures

is the sun disc white with red spokes surrounded by twelve small-
er circles each connected to the next by a straight line to form an
unbroken circle except at the very top where it is left open plainly
the circle of the months of the year 126 fu hsi is not only the first
king but also the patron of artisans the creator god As de santil-
lana and von dechenddechand explain it the two characters surrounded
by constellations are fu hsi and nu kua ie the craftsman god and
his paredrapareiraparedra who measure the squareness of the earth and the
roundness of heaven with their implements the square with the
plumb bob hanging from it and the compass 1312711127127 as they lay the
foundations of the world so the pharoah would go out by night
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with the lady seshat to lay out the foundation of a new temple by
taking directbearingdirect bearing on the stars with the proper instruments the
lady was his one indispensable assistant on the occasion 128 let us
recollect that in the creation hymn of the manual of discipline the
singer promises to gauge all his doings and mark the course of his
ring dance to the music of the spheres with the plumb bob and
line 129119127 the constellations on the astanaaltana veil are dominated by the
great bear indicating the center of the universe the omphalus or um-
bilicus mundi the navel of the cosmos 130 thus square compass and
polestarpole star designate the veil as the cosmic gate curtain or barrier to
worlds beyond

rabbi ishmael recited his prayer just before passing through to
the throne which was behind a curtain and he also informs us that
god made for me a garment of glory 131151 bearing the same mark-
ings as the veil and having the same cosmic significance which re-
minds one of the close affinity between robe and veil in the very
early christian hymn of the pearl131pearl132peariPearl 132131152151 and also recalls how the bishop
leading the prayer circle in the syriac testament of our lord stands
with upraised hands and offers a prayer at the veil after which he
proceeds to make the sacrifice the veil of the gate being drawn
aside 133 st augustinesaugustinasAugu stines version of the priscillian prayer circle
ends with the apparently incongruous statement 1 I am the gate for
whoever knocks on me which augustine explains in terms of
psalms 247 referring to the veil of the temple 134

the fullest expression of that altruism by which one saves one-
self in saving others is a simple but ingenious device employed in the
prayer circle it was the diptych a sort of looseleafloose leaf notebook or
folded parchment placed on the altar during the prayer it contained
the names ofpersonsof persons whom the people in the circle wished to re-
member the diptychs are among the oldest treasures preserved in
the oldest churches the name means folded double though the
documents could be folded triple or quadruple as well if the list of
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names was very long 135 the prayer for the people on the list was
never part of the later mass but was always a litany a special appeal
for certain persons by litanies one intercedes for certain classes of
persons 11136the11136136 the original diptychs were the consular diptychs carried
around by top roman officials the mark of the busy pagan execu-
tive in high office according to leclercq when bishops became im-
portant figures in city politics high government officials would pre-
sent them with diptychs as flattering presents 1313711137157137 As notebooks
they were convenient and practical just the thing for keeping and
handling important lists of names and to such a use the christians
gladly put them 138 in the place of the diptychs properly so desig-
nated those used in government business there were substituted at
an early time notebooks or leaves or parchment which one would
place on the altar during the celebration of the mass gradually
the reading of the names out loud was given up and the priest
merely referred to all the faithful whose names were written down
on the diptychs or the leaves taking the place of diptychs 139 the
practice of laying names on the altar is of unknown origin though it
is very old and it is agreed may well go back to the days of the
apostles 140 confusion with the old roman pagan custom of reading
off the names of donors from such lists caused it to be repeatedly
denounced by the early fathers in the west141West 141 but the problem never
arose in the east and the laying of a small tablet containing the
names is to this day the practice in the western syrian rite 11142142

at first the list of names was read aloud before being placed on
the altar but as that took up too much time one of the surviving
lists has over 350 names the reading was phased out the list could
be placed on the altar without any vocal reading of the names 11143145143

the common practice of scratching ones name on the altar to assure
inclusion in the prayers forever after may go back to old jewish prac-
tice for in 3 enoch when the ministering angels utter the prayer
the qaddishbaddish all the explicit names that are graven with a flaming
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style on the throne of glory fly off and they surround and
compass the holy one on the four sides of the place of his
shekhinaShekhina 13441144144

since the purpose of the prayer circle was to achieve total unity
of minds and hearts keeping inin mind the absent ones it was natu-
ral to include the dead as well as the living in remembrance one
prayed for himself and also for all my relatives and close associates
consangumitateconsanguinitate zelveloel velfamiliaitatefamiliaritatefamiliaritate and forallborallfor allaliail the saints of the church

of god as well as for those who died in the faith who are recorded
in my book of remembrance 11145145 we pray for ourselves our broth-
ers and sisters and for those who have paid their due to death
whose names we have written down or whose names appear on the
holy altar and all who stand in the circle with faith recognition
with devotion and honor to thee 11146146 but in the earliest times the
lists of the living and the dead were kept strictly separate in two
separate books 11147147 for the work for the dead was something special
and apart we remember the dead wrote epiphaniusepiphanous in the 4thath
century 1 I1 by performing ritual prayers 2 by carrying out cer-
tain ordinances and 3 by making certain special arrangements
oikonomias 11148148 in the clementine recognitions when clement asks

peter shall those be wholly deprived of the kingdom of heaven who
died before christs coming he receives a cautious answer you
force me clement to make public things that are not to be dis-
cussed but I1 see no objection to telling you as much as we are al-
lowed to he tells him of the spirits of the dead retained in good
and happy places but refuses to explain how they are to be re-
deemed 149 likewise when mary asks the lord on behalf of the
apostles how a good man who has completed all the ordinances
may save an undeserving relative who has died she is told that the
good man must repeat all the same ordinances again while naming

the soul of such and such a person on whom I1 am thinking in my
heart mind whom he thus mentally accompanies through the
proper number of circles kyklolkykloi in the transformations metabolia i
as he becomes baptized and sealed with the signs psephoi of the
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kingdom and so advances 150 what these circles are the reader
may decide for himself we remember not only the saints writes
the areopagite but our parents and friends rejoicing in their con-
dition in the refrigeriumrefrigeri um and praying that we too may finish this life
worthily we all join together in this 15151 the refrigeriumreftigetiumrefrigerium referred to
by the areopagite means those good and happy places spoken of
by peter and alma the greek name for it is anapausisanapausis a place where
you rest for a time and the famous stowe missal says the members
pray for all who are in the anapausisanapausis from adam down to the pres-
ent day whose names are known to god and also for us the
living sinners 152152151

lists beginning with adam smack of genealogy and we have al-
ready noted one person who prayed for all those even including the
faithful dead who are recorded in my book of remembrance note
145 in the fierce contentions between churches from the second
century the age of heresy on in which each sought to establish
its priority in authority and doctrine the lists of bishops were
brought forth as the strongest proofs of rival claims tracing the line
ofeachof each church down from adam abel seth etc thus combining
the idea of dispensation with that of genealogy the idea of keeping
such bishop lists was inspired in the first place stegmuller main-
tains by the general practice of keeping family records and genealo-
gies among the romans and greeks indeed it may go back to what
mommsen called the genealogical mania of the hellenistic
world 153 in one of the earliest of all orthodox christian writings the
pastor of hermas when the angel asks the writer if he knows the
names of theelectthe elect he replies 1 I cannot keep them in my memory
give me a book and I1 will write them down 11154154 in his confessions
st augustine requests whoever reads this please remember my
mother and father at the altar for which purpose he gives their full
names 155

st augustine makes a sharp distinction between the martyrs to
whom one prays and the livingforliving totforeor whom onepraysone prayyprays 1115616 typically ro-
man innocent I1 condemned the old gallic and celtic practices of
praying for all the faithful of this place as well as our kinsmen and

oplOPiopistispisrispicrisPis stisrisdisdds sophia ppap 325 26 322 23
anonymous attributed to origen commentary on job in migne PG 17517
cabrol and leclercq dictionnairedarcheologiedictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarche ologie 41073
stegmuller reallexikon 311464731146 47
pastor of hermas vis 2 in migne PG 2895
st augustine confessions ix
cabrol and leclercq dictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarcheologie 4105

71



servants in this place and limited the prayer to the official dead and
recognized saints of the roman church though the order was not
enforced outside of italy until charlemagne cracked down 157 in the
eastern churches the lists and the prayers were always separate it is
specifically for the living chrysostom says that we pray standing
with upraised hands 158 As cyril of jerusalem explains it in the
circle we pray for those who are sick and afflicted in short we pray
for whoever is in need of help 159 cyril does not mention the list of
names on the altar in this account but he does elsewhere referring
to this very custom and specifying separate lists for the living and
the dead 160110igoido in the eastern churches they prayed mentally for the
living while the memento for the dead was something else requir-
ing of course the actual speaking of their names at some time the
prayer uttered for those whose names were on the altar was not a
fixed formula to judge by one old rubric giving instructions he
the leader joins hands and prays for a while no set limit then he

proceeds with his hands stretched out extensisextensis extended and all
those standing in the circle join in igi11161igl161

the physicist fritjof capra in his reflections on the cosmic
dance162Dance 162 calls attention to that system of archetypal symbols the
so calledhexagramscalled hexagramshexagrams formed of trigrams which were considered to
represent all possible cosmic and human situations in the religious
philosophy of the far east to convey their message the eight tri-
grams are grouped around a circle to the natural order the
circle among other things associated with the cardinal points and
with the seasons of the year these rings based on multiples of six
and eight he compares with the latest schemes and formulas of ad-
vanced physics for interpreting the universe not only is the basic
circle of eight hexagramshexagrams in the I1I1 ching vaguely similar to the way
in which the eight mesonsmasons fall into a neat hexagonal pattern
known as the meson octet but also the great ring dance the
sixty four hexagramshexagrams the cosmic arch types on which the use of
the I1I1 ching as an oracle book is based p 270 presents perhaps
the closest analogy to the S matrix theory in eastern thought both
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being as near as the mind of man can get to explaining reality and
matter

the various patterns and designs produced by ancient oriental re-
ligion and modern western science do look a lot alike and this is no
accident according to capra because they both represent the same
reality though why that should be so and exactly what the reality
is and how the two systems of thought are related is beyond human
comprehension at present and may remain so forever what bids us
take both systems seriously however is that each is not only perfectly
consistent within itself but that without any collusion both turn up
the same series of answers so there must be something behind it
this reminds us of leisegangsLeisegangs discovery that all these rites are in
some way related though today the nature of the connection can
only be surmised 11163the11163163 the many ring dances to which he refers were
also cosmic circles and must somehow fit into the same picture

yet one closes capras book and a lot of others with a feeling
of disappointment somehow this mayahanamiyahanaMayahana fails to get off the
ground what is wrong in giving us a picture of the entire uni-
verse including ourselves both the eastern sages and modern phys-
ics covering the same ground in different ways seem to leave out
something very important they give us the stage without the play
granted it is magnificent stage a universal stage with self operating
scene shifts providing constant display of ever changing light color
and sound filling the beholder with genuine religious awe still the
more we see of it the more restless and disturbed we become we are
taken on a tour of the studio but that is all the sets are over-
powering they include the most dazzling space science spectaculars
but our tour group becomes restive where are the actors where is
the show what is the play what is supposed to be going on here
the cosmic dance of particles whose nature we can never hope to
grasp is not ultimately satisfying even after we are convinced that
that is all there is the divine ialila is a rhythmic dynamic play
capra tells us 164 yet ultimately there is nothing to explain and
teasas long as we try to explain things we are bound by kannakarmakayma what
you have seen is the whole show for every part contains all the
others every particle consists of all other particles 1165iry165 the
bootstrap principle would quiet all complaints with its neat circu-

lar argument eg one hadron particle produces other hadrons and
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they produce it dont ask how because the process cannot be
grasped in terms of anything in our own experience so the only so-
lution is to stop worrying or looking for explanations you must
settle for that because that is all there is learn to live with it
dont expect more and you will not be disappointed that is the

sum and substance of the wisdom of the east
the whole thing rests in the end not on reason or experience

we are repeatedly told nothing can be described or defined but all
depends on feeling and intuition but if that is so must we not have
respect for our own deep seated feelings in the matter the fact is
that we cannot escape that haunting discontent there is surely more
to the play than the properties the prayer circles christian and jew-
ish give us assurance of that

the old christian prayer circle does not pretend as the orientalsOrientorientaleals
do to embrace the whole universe and to sum up all knowledge it
is merely a timid knocking at the door in the hopes of being let into
what goes on in the real world mr capra completely ignores the
near eastern and old european schemes and patterns in his survey
and they are quite as rich and ingenious and probably more ancient
than their far eastern derivatives the jewish and christian systems
are late and confused as we get them they wander in an apocalyptic
mist that cannot distinguish between revelation and speculation but
the dominant idea is that there is more much more going on than
we have yet dreamed of but that it is all on the other side of the
door the oriental shuts his eyes in mystic resignation and with in-
finite humility makes sure that we are aware of his quiet omni-
science he knows all there is to know and that is the message

it is joseph smiths prayer circle that puts it all together not
only did he produce an awesome mass of purportedly ancient writ-
ings of perfect inner consistency but at every point where his contri-
bution is tested and since he affects to give us concrete historical
material as well as theology and cosmology it can be tested at count-
less points it is found to agree with other ancient records most of
which are now coming to light for the first time the prayer circle is
one example of that we may not discuss his version too freely but
we have seen enough of the early christian prayer circle to justify
some important conclusions

1 it always appears as a solemn ordinance a guarded secret and
a mystery for initiates only this does not express a desire to mys-
tify but the complete concentration and unity of the participants
that requires the shutting out of the trivia and distractions of the
external world
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2 it always takes place in a special setting the temple even in
christian churches of later time there is a conscious attempt to re-
produce as nearly as possible the original temple situation

53 the words and gestures do not always make sense to out-
siders only he who has ears to hear may hear and only he who
joins in the circle knows what is going on this is because the pray-
er circles are integral parts of a longer series of ordinances that pro-
ceed and follow them taken out of that context they necessarily
seem puzzling

4 though private prayer circles would seem to be out of the
question quackery magic and witchcraft made use of them the
members of the circle are never those of a special social rank family
guild or profession they are ordinary men and women of the
church with a high priest presiding

in the cairo museum written onon a huge shard of red pottery is an ancient
coptic liturgical text which provides a remarkable link between ancient egyptian
and early christian beliefs it is a christian book of breathingsBrea things with the name
of osiris representing the initiate replaced by that of adam as if the egyptian
endowment were organically linked to the christian equally instructive is the
predominance of the prayer circle in the text and the cosmic significance given it
As its modemmodern editor L saintpaulsaint paul girard notes it has eight main divisions 166116

A calling upon god
line 1 the tau rho sign 167 hail elED Fathfathounelfathourielouriel 161who168 who giveth

111l1111 L saintpaulsaint paul girard un fragment de liturgizeliturgieLiturgie magiquemacique coatecopte sur ostrakonostraconOst rakon annales duda service

des antiquities de pegypteiegypte 27 1927621927 62 67

the earliest signs of the cross were formed by a greek chi X with the vertical shaft of a greek
rho P or iota 1 I through the middle or by a RHO with a horizontal bar below the loop RJ X

P they were interchangeableinterchange able and are found inin varying combinations being closely associated also
with the crux ansara the famous egyptian ankh or life symbol t for many examples see cabrol
and leclercq dictionnaireDictionnaire d1archeologiedarcheologiedarcheologie 31481514813 1481 1534 the classic latin cross does not appear inin the west
until the fourth century and like the others seems to have come from egypt ibid 14851485ffl485ffff and lecl-
ercq isis puzzled that the christians adopted a sign which ran seriousserious risk of being misunderstood p
1483 not to worry these symbols had conveyed for centuriescenturies the very ideas which the christians
wished them to represent inin a new context just as they borrowed current alphabets and other symbols
of general acceptance to convey their own peculiar ideas the symbol prefacing our text isis both the
monogram of christ and the earliest symbol of the crucifixion as such itit also designates the victory of
light over the darkness as represented inin the performance of the mysteries

phathounel11phathouriel for bathurielbathunelthurielBatBahunel from heb baltbait tsuritsun el the house of my strength isis god or my
god my rock girard citing moise schwab vocabulaire de iangelologie sv parispans C Klinckklmckseickklinckseickseickselck

1897 cf tsouri el my rock Is god H leclercq inin cabrol dictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarcheologie 11451 145 since
the names el adonai eloi and abrasax invoked together at the opening of the rites are all designa-
tions of the supreme god bathurielbathunelthurielBatBahunel as second on the list must be another epithet for el tsuy isis
properly a stone and a foundation coming at the beginning of the ritesruesrres itit strongly suggests the stone
of truth inin the egyptian initiationinitiation rites and the eben shetiyahshctiyahSheti yah of hebrew tradition nibley message of
thejosephthtletheter eJosephjoseph smith papyri ppap 120 24
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2 strength comfort 5 who gives replies antipantiphoneiantiphoneilantiphonantiphonerhoneilhonellei to ththe angels169angels1169angels 1691169

3 hail adonai my lord hail eloi my god hail
4 abrasax hallhailhali lothaellathaellotlothael70hael 17 hail
5 mistrielmistraelMistrael for mizraelmisraelMiz rael who has looked upon the face of the father171Father171

6 inin the power of laoiaolao1172172171 KHOK 17317517

B solemn adjurations adam as the type of initiate
I1 adjure you iei e put you under covenant 174

7 by the first seal placed upon the bo
8 dy of adam I1 adjure you a different word give the hand to make

to swear175swear 175 by the second
9 seal which isis upon the members of adam I1 covenant with you

10 by the third seal which marked the vitals bowelsbowels7617676

11 and also the breast heart mind177mind117mind177177117 of adam when he was brought low
cast down to become dust earth

169169girardgirard alters efettieftieesitiphanetiphonephone nenankelos who gives a voicevolcevoice to the angels to ef an tiphonet benannenan
gelos whose voicevolcevoicevolce replies to the angels because he cannot imagine the meaning of the former gi
rard un fragment de liturgieliturgizeLiturgie p 66 n 2 the first suggests the creation hymn the second the
exchange of expressions at the conclusion of the rites lines 24 27 below

the names of adonai eloi and abraxas are the most common found on those carved gnostic
gems called abraxas or abrasax H leclercq inin cabrol Dictiondictionnairedicttonnairenaire d darcheologiearcheologiedarchearche ologie 1 120872087 88 such
gems representing the world of alexandria and the egyptian greek magical papyri consist of stones
which figure inin other superstitions as well august friedrich von pauly and georg wissowaWis sowa pallyspaulys
redlrealredt encyclopadie der classischenclassischen altertumswissenschaft stuttgart J B metzlermerziermetzierMerz ierler 1894 191igl19 1110ilio1 110iloiio here
after cited as RE st augustine writes basilides gives to the almighty god the portentous name of
ABRAXAS and says itit contains the number of the course of the year inin the suns circuit while the
gentiles designate the same number by the name of meithraMeithra comm inin amos ii iiiilliii inin PL 2510825 108 in
our text abrasax isis an epithet of god as the ruler of all and the director and guide of the mysteries
the most common type of abrasax gem of egyptian originonginangin though their meanings have never been
explained REE 1109ilog1 109log 10 depicts the god as anubis with the staff of office that shows him to be the
psychopomp conductor of souls or aardeparaladraeorparalemptorparalemptoremptor guide through the mysteriesmystenes as such he isis identified
with the classic mercury and the christian michael cabrol dictionnaldictionnaireDictionnaznalnairere darcheologiedarche ologie 11341 134ff1134ffff he isis
often shown as the mummified osinsosiris with or without a crown ibid 121271 2127 fig 653

misraelIMmizraelimizraelMizizraelrael isis the angelic embodiment of divine authorityauth onryoncy girard citcitdit schwab vocahulairevocabulatre which
enables him to see behind the veil below lines 23 24

111iaoiaolao isis the common equivalent for jehovah and god H leclercq inin cabrol dictionnaireDictionnaire
daad1adarcheologiedarchercheologieLI11 IS 11147147 141

MKIIKHOK occurs inin lines 29 and 32 as 70KOKK it introduces a new phase or change of scene and
indicates that at this point certain actions take place our text inin the manner of a prompting sheet
contains only words recited without describing acts or ritesntesantes performed but only the point at which they
take place the coptic word KOK isis the common word for disrobe and related concepts and may
indicate changes inin costume

174titi orgork eroeraergfra tn the ero indicating the person adjured here inin the plural while the n isis the thing
swomsworn by W E crum A coptic dictionary oxford the clarendon press 193911939 to adjure isis to
place another under solemn obligation by entering a covenant with him

timarkotitarkoTi tarko means literally give the hand to inin token of covenant wilhelm spiegelberg koptischesKoptisches

handworterbuch heidelberg C winter 192111921 make to swear adjure entreat crum coptic diction
ary

boobe171rooberoobe e as here means to set a mark or stamp upon to impress upon to leave a mark on for
vitals the original has t achottchot meaning sizesize age form which girard emendsamends to tshlot meaning kidney
also the internal organs possibly from the root tchtchloditchlodjtchlolodidj bend be interlaced it isis the hebrew klinotkliyot

the reinsreins kidneys inward parts crum coptic dictionary
177p177P fehert heart mind thought reason cf the greek stethos the breast as the receptacle of principles

of thought and hebrew leb the heart as the seat of variousvarious feelings affections and emotions and of
moral sentimentssentiments benjamin davies ed hebrew and chaldee lexicon boston A L bradley
187511875
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C the healing of the man adam
12 until jesus christ stand bail for him lit takes him bbyy the hand in the

embrace
13 of his father 178 the father hath raised him up or met him179him119

D the breathing resurrection motif
he hath breathed in

14 his face and filled him with the breath of life send to me
15 thy breath of life even to this true and faithful one or to this ves

sel180sel10 amen amen amen

E A type of the crucifixion
16 sousa sousa sousasousa8181 I1 covenant with you by the three cries of distress

which
17 the son uttered on the cross namely eloi eloi A
18 hlebakoshlebaksh1ebaks atone192atinf111atone 182192 that is to say god my god why djou has thou forsaken

me

F the hymn
19 holy holy holy hail david the father ancestor
20 of christ he who sings praises psalms in the church of the first born

pipl of heaven hail
21 david theopa tor ancestor of the lord of the joyful ten stringed

lyre183lyre13 who sings
22 within the veil of the altar184altar114altar 184114

23 the joyful one either david or the altar hail hormosielHormosiel who sings
within the veil

the verb for covenant is here shep tore vb intrcintr grasp the hand be surety for undertake
crum coptic dictionary with the object umofmmof as here it means be surety for hn m thidethidjthidi m pef elot

girard renders entre les mainsdemainskemains de son pere ie in his embrace
119tahoftahoferatfanerataeratf can mean either set up establish cause to stand or meet with reach anoth-

er
18othethe coptic word pitespztespitaspates girard reads as greek pithos vessel though he finds the idea bizarre

early christian and jewish writers however speak of the living body which is the subject of this
passage as a vessel angelionangeionangeion barnabas calls the living body the blessed vessel to kalon syeousskeous epistenist
21 end on the other handpithoshand pithos is an alternative spelling forpeithosforgor pelpeiplithospeithosthos a greek equivalent forpithanosforpitfor pathanospithanospibanosthanoshanos
obedient receptive a fit epithet for initiate

girard makes no attempt to interpret sousa but since this is a cry for help one thinks of the
greek imperative soze mid soso or anfininfin mid dosaisosai meaning to rescue some maintain that the name of
abrasax is derived from habros and soa gentle savior or ie magnimagniflquemagnifiquefique sauveur H leclercq in
cabrol dictionnaireDictionnaire darcheologiedarche ologie 11129129

1121sIs the unfamiliar aramaic the subject of mystic speculation or just confusion girard restores it
to elema sabaktanisabaktani the trouble seems to be the scribes insistence on reading the last three syllables as
the familiar adonai atone

113 girard113girard alters thea to theo and borrows thepattrepatthe pdtpat from the next word to get theopatortheopator iancetre1ancetre du
christ an epithet of david in byzantine liturgy patitshittharashe is divided into palpa ti citharakithara
nlrashenl rashe tamettamftramft nkapfikapfikac the harp of joy of ten strings the ten stringed harp is a cosmic concept ten being

the perfect number of the pythagoreans
after writing veil of the altar the scribe erased the veil the expression p houn mpthesastrion

is for the greek formula antosentos tou thysiasterion meaning inside the sanctuary william F arndt and F
wilbur gingrich A greek english lexicon of the new testament and other early christian literature
chicago university of chicago press 195711957 though thyastherionthyastherion properly means altar
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G prayer circle
24 of the fatherfather185185 they repeat after him those who are at the entrances

gates
25 doors and those who are upon the towers ie the watch men at the

gates and when they hear what he says namely the tribes or gates
who

26 are within the twelve worlds they joyfully
27 repeat it after him holy holy one or jesus holy father 186 amen
28 amen amen hail arebraisArebrais in heaven and earth
29 then you pi bless praise god pray 1871117 KOKKUK meaning that at this

point certain actionsactions are performed hail 0 sun hail ye twelve little
children

30 who overshadow protect the body of the sunsun188 hail ye twelve phialsphialas
31 filled with water they have filled their hands they have scattered abroad
32 the rays of the sun lest they burn up the fruits
33 of the field89field19field 8919 fill thy hands pronounce blessing upon this
34 cup KOK another ordinordinanceancel

H entering the presence

hail ye four winds of heaven
35 hail ye four corners of the earth the inhabited earth oikoumene 190igo

36 hail ye hosts stratia of heaven ie the stars hail
37 thou earth land of the inheritance
38 hail 0 garden or power authority of the holy ones saints
39 oqof the father191father19Fatherigi19119 one holy father
40 holy conjsonjson holy ghost
41 amen

harmosielHarm osiel is the exalted angel who sounds the trumpet and shares with mizraelmisrael the privilege of
beholding the lord behind the veil the priscillianists were accused of worshippingworshipping him

harmosielHarm osiel instructs them girard cieuxcieus qui sont sur les portespones et les tours font echo a sa voix
is quite specific

w Is per bakioshakios for the greek formula eis pater hagiosharros though Is is the common writing for jesus
and such an identity is monophysite making jesus identical with the father As it is girard must insert
another hagios to make a proper trishagiontrishagion

girard salut 0 douzepetitsdonzedouze petits enfanteenfants quiquiprotegezprotegesprotegezprote gez iele corps dudm soleil though this can also be read
minor servants the reference to the little children in our prayer circle situation recommends the for-

mer also the preposition umofmmof would justify screen from him the body of the sun walter till
koptischeKop tische grammatik leipzig VEB verlag enzyklopadie 197011970 258 see the following note

189thethe twelve water jugs and reference to the watering of vegetation recall the peculiar arrangementsarrangments
of the prayer circles in 1 and 2 jeu according to pistis sophia p 84 the earth must be shielded from
the rays of the sun by veils or curtains lest all life be consumed today the filtering of the suns rays by
layers of atmosphere of various particles is held to be essential to sorting out life giving rays from deadly
ones and thus making vegetation and other life possible upon the earth

19othechethe imagery of the closing passage belongs to the coronation rites the four comers of the earth
motif is basic see hugh nibley facsimile no 1 by the figures A new look at the pearl of great
price part 8 improvement era 72 august 196982ff196982ff paulinus of nola associated the coronation and
universal rule with the types of crosses discussed above note I11 moemapoema XIX lines 638 41 in PL
61546 a teaching confirmed by st ambrose and st jerome

111pP schomtchom means either garden or authority both are appropriate the garden as the sanctified inher-
itance of the saints the authority being that with which the exalted holy ones of the father are
invested the original text however hasp shom which also makes sense since it means summertime
ie the summertime of the just when the saints receive their celestial inheritance eg the pastor of
hermas

78



latter day saint prayer circles

D michael quinn

A central characteristic of religious devotion is the existence of
ordinances rites and special observances that not only symbolize sa-
cred relationships between deity and mankind but also bind togeth-
er the religious participants as a group distinct from the unenlight-
ened the unconverted and the uninitiated one immediately thinks
of such examples as the ancient practice of ordination by the laying
on of hands the sacrifice of animals the abrahamic circumcision
the mosaic ceremonial cleansingsclean sings and dietary laws and the christian
baptism and sacrament these ordinances have not only been clearly
recorded in sacred history but have also been witnessed by non
believers

this binding process in religion has often been achieved through
secret as well as public rites latter day saint scholar hugh nibley
has devoted much research to ancient ordinances that were hidden
from the world and were intended to be experienced in sacred seclu-
sion 1 the importance of such study lies in the fact that within the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints are certain nonpublic or-
dinancesdinances that mormon leaders have repeatedly affirmed are divine
restorations of ancient ordinances of god 2 LDS prophets have iden-
tified these as temple ordinances known as washing anointing
endowment sealing and second anointing 3

like other temple practices the existence of a special prayer
circle ceremony has been referred to in official publications of the

an earlier version of this article was presented at the welch symposium in honor of professor hugh
nibley 28 march 1975
D michael quinn is assistant professor of history at brigham young university

see for example his the idea of the temple in history millennial star 120 august
1958228 37 247 49 christian envy of the temple jewish quarterly review 50 1959 609760 97 123
229 40 the message ofthejosephof the joseph smith papyri an egyptian endowment salt lake city deseret book
1975

jamesgames E talmage the house of the lord A study of holy sanctuaries ancient and modernmodem salt
lake city the deseret news 1912 ppap 18 99 100 23438234 38 franklin D richards the temple of
the lord the importance of temples ancient and modem utah genealogical and historical magazine
11 october 19201461920 244146l46 49 john A widtsoewidrsoeWidtsoe fundamentals of temple doctrine utah genealogical
and historical magazine 13 julyouly 19221291922 129

examples are in bruce R mcconkiemcconkleMcCon kicklc mormon doctrine 2ndand ed rev salt lake city bookcraft
1966 p 779 james R clarkdarkoark ed messages of the first presidency of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter
daduydaydur saints 1833 1964 6 vols salt lake city bookcraft 1965 2228 5112 nels B lundwall
comp temples odtheoftheof the most high rev ed salt lake city bookcraft 1975 ppap 269 74 young womens
journal 5 august 1894513
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LDSLIDS church 4 the specific ceremony of prayer in the LIDSLDS prayer
circle is known as the true order of prayer5prayersprayer 5 and has been described
in church related publications for example in 1933 the church pe-
riodical improvement era printed the following statement

president lorenzollorenzo snow put on his holy temple robes repaired
again to the same sacred altar offered up the signs of the priesthood
and poured out his heart to the lord 6

moreover a recent biography of LDS president spencer W kimball
gives this description of the weekly prayer circle of the quorum of
the twelve apostles

every thursday the council of the twelve met inin a room on the
salt lake temples fourth floor the apostles sat by seniority inin

twelve large oak chairs inin a crescent around an upholstered altar har-
old B lee played a small organ inin the corner as they opened with a

hymn then all twelve dressed inm temple clothes formed a prayer circle
around the altar the prayer completed they changed back to street
clothes to handle the quorumsQuorums business 7

in addition LIDSLDS prayer circle organizations published their own his-
tories inin 1895 and in 1929 8 thus through publications of the losLDSLIDS

church one may learn that an ordinance of the temple is known as
the prayer circle that it requires the participants to pray in a circle as
they are dressed in holy temple clothing and that the prayer is ac-
companiedcompanied by offering certain signs of the priesthood at an altar

precedents TO THE LDS PRAYER CIRCLE

one ancient predecessor of the LDS prayer circle is found inin the
ceremonies of the early christian church deriving from a practice
apparently inaugurated at the last supper this apostolic prayer circle
is described in the apocryphal acts of john first published in en-
glish in 1897 he bade us therefore make as it were a ring holding

deseret news 12 june 1923 joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jemjew christ of lutterlatterlufter duyday

saints ed B H roberts 7 vols 2ndand ed rev salt lake city deseret book 1970 73907 390590 552 554
hereafter cited as HC and aaronic priesthood leadership materials 1973 1974 salt lake city the

church ofiesusof jesus christ of latter day saints 1973 p 7 clarkdarkoark messages odtheoftheof the first presidency 62566 256
5bathshebabathsheba W smith recollections of the prophet joseph smith juvenile instructor 27 1 june

18923451892 545345

leroi C snow an experience of my fathers imimprovementprovement era 36 august 193366719356671933 667
edward L kimball and andrew E kimball jr spencer IFIV Kikimballmhallkimbail twelfth president of the

church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city bookcraft 1977 p 207 see also lawrence
clayton ed william claytonsjournalneayClaynegyclaytonaclaytonsfonstonssons journal salt lake city deseret news press 1921 p 203

SA token of love from the members of the john taylor prayer circle to patriarch joseph homehornehonne salt
lake city the john taylor prayer circle 1895 history of the elders quorum prayer circle salt lake
city 1893 1929 salt lake city apnpn p ndn d
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one anothers hands and himself standing in the midst he said an-
swer amen unto me 9 hugh nibleysNibleys research into a large number
of greek syriac and coptic texts has produced a composite over-
view indicating that certain elements of latter day saint prayer circle
ceremonies are recognizable on many occasions in these ancient rites
some ancient texts require prayer circle participants to wash their
hands or to receive secret words and ordinances or to be dressed in
special clothing other texts require them to harbor no ill feeling
toward their neighbors to pray in the circle with uplifted hands or
foot to foot or holding hands generally the participants in these
ancient rites repeated the speakers words in antiphonal manner and
copied his actions as he led the circle in prayer either at an altar or at
a veil 10

closer to joseph smiths own time and place was the use of
circle worship among nineteenth century participants in american
protestant revivals at the most famous revival of that era in cane
ridge kentucky one eyewitness wrote in 1801 that the revivalistsrevivalists
collectedccollected in small circles of 10 or 12 11 moreover in the methodist

episcopal revivals of the 1820s and 1830s when the invitation was
given there was a general rush the large prayer ring was filled and
for at least two hours prayer ardent went up to god 111212 As is well
known joseph smith and most other leaders of the early LDS
church had observed or participated in protestant revivals

contemporary with the impact of religious revivalism in ameri-
ca was the influence of freemasonry in masonic ritual of that era
there was a prayer ceremony which an official masonic source de-
scribed as follows lodges were opened at sunrise the master
taking his station in the east and the brethren forming a half circle
around him 13 from other sources it appears that after the masons
unitedly repeat the masonic signs previously received the brethren

acts of john 949694 96 inin M R james the apocryphal new testament oxford clarendon press

1924 ppap 253 54 james dates this document as not later than the middle of the second century
ibid p 228 an english translation of the new testament apocrypha had been available inin print at

least as early as 1820 but at that time the acts ofjohnof john was noted as one of the apocryphal pieces not
now extant see the apocryphal new testament trans william hone london william hone
1820 the acts ofjohnof john was first published inin Apoapocyphaapocryphacypha anecdota second series ed M R james inin
texts and studies contricontributionsbunionsbutions to biblical and patristic literature ed J A robinson 10 vols cam
bridge cambridge university press 189119521891 1952 vol 5 no 1 p ixix

hugh nibley the early christian prayer circle inin this issueissue of BYU studies
As cited inin catherine C cleveland the great revival inin the west 1797 1805 chicago university

of chicago press 1916 p 79
12revrev james erwin reminiscences of early circuit life toledo ohio spear johnson & co 1884

p 68
albert G mackey an encyclopedia of offreemasonryfreemasonry 12 vols rev ed new york the masonic hist-

ory company 1920 25772 577
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assemble around the altar and form a circle and stand in such a po-
sition as to touch each other leaving a space for the most excellent
master who then kneels joins hands with the others which
closes the circle 111414 joseph smith became a master mason on 16

march 1842 but had associated for a number of years with such loyal
masons as hyrum and john smith heber C kimball newel K
whitney james adams george miller and john C bennett 15

with its methodist masonic and early christian antecedents
the LDS prayer circle did not arise without parallels in fact histori-
cal parallels are the strength of the firm LDS position that mormon-
ism is not a new creation but instead in its most essential features is
a restoration of those sacred doctrines and practices revealed by god
to man from the beginning in mormonism the reception of divine
revelation is an active responsive process rather than a passive oper-
ation if joseph smith had any knowledge of these earlier practices of
prayer then that partial understanding served as an incentive for him
to seek divine and more complete instruction

development OF LDS PRAYER CIRCLE 1829 1846

although conventional forms of pqblicandpublic and private prayer were
practiced within the LDS church from its earliest years there were
significant variations in the conduct of prayer physical objects were
sometimes used in connection with prayer between 1827 and 1829
the prophet joseph smith sought revelation through the urimarim and
thummim as well as through a seer stone 160igo16 oliver160liverliverilver cowdery was by
revelation given the gift of working with a rod of nature and
therefore whatsoever you shall ask me to tell you by that means that
will I1 grant unto you that you shall know 11717 moreover117moreover during the

david bernard light on masonry A collection of all the most important documents on the subject of
Sspeculativeemulativeeculativeecula titetiverite free masonry utica NNYY william williams 1829 ppap 116 17 also ppap 15 28

for further analysis of this relationship see E cecil mcgavin mormonism and masonry salt lake
city bookcraft 1956 mervin B hogan utahs memorial to free masonry royal arch mason 11

fall 19741974199199 204 and kenneth W godfrey joseph smith and the masons journal of the illinois
state historical society 64 spring 197119717979 90

6&B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of lafferlatterlaffey day saints century I1

6 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1930 11291 129 21062 106log doctrine and covenants introductions
to sections 3 6 7 11111414 15151616 and 17

A book of commandments for the government of the church of christ zion independence mo
W W phelps & co 1833 p 19 in the revelation to oliver cowdery inin may 1829 bro B hah1H
roberts said that the gift which the lord says he has inin his hand meant a stick which was like aarons
rod it isis said bro phineas young brother inin law of oliver cowdery and brother of brigham young
got itit from him cowdery and gave it to president young who had itit with him when he arrived inin
this salt lake valley and that itit was with that stick that he pointed out where the temple should be
built anthon H lund journal 5 july 1901 archives division historical nepDepdepartmentdepartmenartmen t of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as church historical depart-
ment
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nauvoo period apostle heber C kimball inquired by the rod in
prayer 18

prayer in a circle was inaugurated in the LDS school of the
prophets at kirtlandKirdand ohio in 1833 according to a reminiscence of
zebedee coltrin fifty years later

they opened with prayer joseph then gave instructions to prepare
their minds he told them to kneel and pray with uplifted hands

about the time that the school was first organized some wished to see
an angel and a number joined in the circle and prayed when the vision
came two of the brethren shrank and called for the vision to close or
they would perish 19

in the LDS church prayer was conducted in a circle as early as 1833
but this was after the conventional manner of protestant revival
tcprayertc prayer rings when mormonscormons prayed in a circle before 1842 they
did not offer those prayers as a part of intricate rites as was done
anciently and after 1842

even the revelation of 19 january 1841 which spoke of william
laws receiving the keys by which he may ask and receive blessings

dacd&c 12497 did not refer to the true order of prayer joseph
smiths remarks to a theological lyceum at nauvoo illinois in 1841
indicate that the 1841 revelation had reference to the manner in
which deity isis named

the great god has a name by which he will be called which is

ahman also inin asking have referanceferancereferenceRe to a personage like adam for
god made adam just inin his ownown image now this is a key for you to
know how to ask & obtain 20

not until 1842 did joseph smith give instructions and priesthood
ordinances that constituted what was known first as the holy order
and became known later as the endowment

on 4 may 1842 hyrum smith william law brigham young
heber C kimball willard richards newel K whitney george
miller william marks and james adams met in josephs private
office where joseph taught the ancient order of things for the first

heber C kimball 1844 1845 journal 6 june 1844 5 july 1844 25 january 1845 church histori-
cal department

19 19minutesminutes of the school of the prophets salt lake city 11 october 1883 p 69 church historical
department italics added

2 record of william P mcintire church historical department McIntimcintiresmclntiresres record has no page
numbers and is only sketchily dated the first entry is mistakenly dated 8 january 1840 since the second

entry is dated tuesday the 12 which was tuesday 12 january 1841 from the latter date until his
summary of the april 1841 conference the meetings are indicated without any designation of date or
day of the week apparently the lyceum met weekly in which case the statement quoted in the text was

given on 9 march 1841

83



time in these last days and recievedrelievedrecieved their washings anointingsanoint ings and
endowments 21 it is very likely that the true order of prayer was in-
cluded for heber C kimball wrote apostle parley P pratt on 17
june 1842 we have recievedrelievedrecieved some pressiouspreshiouspressious things through the
prophet on the preasthoodpreasthood that would caus your soul to rejoice I1

can not give them to you on paper fore they are not to be ritenbriten 112222

although the order of prayer may have been instituted as early as
1842 the organization of a prayer circle was not complete until 1843
the initial meeting for this purpose occurred on 26 may 1843 in-
volving eight of the men who had received the 1842 priesthood en-
dowmentdowment plus additional men A summary of this may 1843 meet-
ing is the first entry in a document at the LDS archives titled
meetings of the anointed quorum journalizing 1843 4 23 the

full establishment of a prayer circle that included women occurred
on 28 september 1843 which is described as follows in the published
history of the church

at half past eleven a m a council convened over the store con-
sisting of myself my brother hyrum uncle john smith newel K
whitney george miller willard richards john taylor amasa ly-
manmansohnmanjohnjohn M bernhisel and lucien woodworth and at seven inin the
evening we met inin the front upper room of the mansion with william
law and william marks by the common consent and unanimousunanimous
voicevolcevoicevolce of the council I1 was chosen president of the special council

the president led inin prayer that his days might be prolonged until
his missionmission on the earth isis accomplished have dominion over his

elden jay watson ed manuscript history of banghambnghambrigham young 180118441801 1844 salt lake city smith
secretarial service 1968 p 116 HC 515 1 2 omits william law and william marks from the list of
men which isis inin error as shown inin the following sources heber C kimball 1840 1845 journal before
the 1845 entries in a passage inin a section titled strange events june sicsic 1842 1I was aniciaaniciatedaniciacedanicitedaced into
the ancient order was washed and annointed and scalled and ordained a preast and soforthgoforth inin company
with ninenine others viz josept smith hiram smith wm law wm law marks judge adams brigham
young willard richards george miller N K whitnwhitneycy and irm heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal

21 december 1845 p 159 about 4 years ago next may iei e may 184211842 ninenine persons were admitted
into the holy order 5 are now living B young W richards george miller N K whitney & H C
kimball two are dead james adams and hyrum smith and two are worse than dead the apostatized
william law and william marks HC 515 1 2 also errs inin stating that inin may 1842 these men obtained
the highest order of the melchisedekmelchisedecMelchi sedek priesthood this particular entry was not a quote from joseph

smiths journalboumaloumal which was not begun inin the 1842 period until december 1842 the published HC entry
appears instead to have been a reconstruction of the may 1842 event by the church historian several
years later it isis clear from the organization of the quorum of the anointed on 28 september 1843 that
the highest order of the melchisedekmelchisedecMelchi sedek priesthood cannot be obtained by men alone but must be ob-
tained by men inin connectionconnection with their wiveswives through the ordinance of second anointing see disdisc

cussioncassioncussioncassion below fnan 31 and dacd&c 1311131151 1 4 13219132152 19 20
22 22kimballkimball to pratt 17 june 1842 parley P pratt and heber C kimball papers church historical

department
21 meetings21meetings of the anointed quorum journalizing 1843 4 included with joseph smith journals

joseph smith jr journal 26 may 1843 church historical department HC 54095 409
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enemies all their households be blessed and all the church and the
world 24

the reference to joseph smiths being chosen president of a special
council has caused one historian and joseph smiths most recent bi-
ographerographer to conclude that this was an early organization of the theo-
cratic council of fifty 2515 a misinterpretation which results from a

textual alteration made in the published history instead of the
words 1I was chosen president of the special council the original
record reads baurakbadrak ale was by common consent & unanimous
voice chosen president of the quorum & anointed & ordained to the
highest order of the priesthood & companion dittdittoditto0 111626 baurakbadrak
ale was a designation for joseph smith jr and his companion on
this occasion was his wife emma 27 the quorum mentioned was
often designated the quorum of the anointed the holy order
of the holy priesthood or the holy order in the diaries of its
nauvoo participants and in the official records available about its
meetings A reference to quorum in a diary or other record is too
vague in itself to assume application to a prayer circle nevertheless
the sources are sufficiently abundant that by cross checking different
sources for the same date it is possible to identify the nauvoo prayer
circle when it was described by its various names

women were excluded from the holy order for more than a

year after joseph smith administered the endowment to nine men in
may 1842 this may have been the result of the scandals surrounding
the apostasy of john C bennett bennett was disfellowshippeddisfellowshipped three
weeks after joseph smith introduced the holy order and within a

month bennett began publishing an exposeexpos6exposi charging joseph smith
with introducing spiritual wiferylifery and a female lodge of masonry ac-
tually a reference to the relief society in the cross currents of

14hcHC 663965939
klausaklausjJ hansen questorQuest jor empire the political kingdom of god and the council of fifty inin mormon

history east lansing mich michigan statestare university press 1967 p 59 donna hilljosephhillHilhii ljosephjoseph smith

the first marmonmormon garden city NYN Y doubleday 1977 p 367
16joseph16joseph smith journal 28 september 1843 meetings of the anointed quorum 28 september

1843 manuscript history of the church 28 september 1843 church historical department
27seesee dacd&c 1031032121 emma smiths participating inin the holy order continued into 1844 as inin-

dicated inin the strange events section of heber C kimballsKimballs 1840 45 journal prior to his 1845 en-

tries january 1844 my wife vilate and menny females was received inin to the holy order and was

washed and inointedmointedpointed by emma also heber C kimballsKimballs 1844 1845 journal states on 4 october 1844

4 friday met inin council at sister emma smith inin company with my bre of the twelve the bishops
and the temple commitscommity and expressed our feelings to her & what our intentions ware she seemed

pleased with our course it seamed like old times the latter passages of this entry were omitted inin HC

7283
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charges and denials that joseph smith had proposed spiritual mar-
riage to sarah M pratt wife of orson pratt both apostle pratt and
his wife were excommunicated from the LDS church in the summer
of 1842 by their own request this seems to be what heber C kim-
ball was referring to in 1845 when he said that women were not ad-
mitted to the holy order at first because men had been led by their
wives out of the church 28when28 when bennett was falsely claiming in
1842 that joseph smith had established a female lodge of masonry
there is no evidence that joseph smith even hinted that women
would be admitted to the holy order or endowment it was not
until the summer of 1843 six months after the pratts were reinstated
into the church and after the bennett scandal appeared to have
faded away that joseph smith prepared to admit women to the holy
order 292

beginning 28 september 1843 the wives of previously endowed
men werewere given the ordinances of anointing and endowment in or-
der to join the prayer circle and other men and women were admit-
ted to the anointed quorum each week by the time joseph smith
and hyrum smith were murdered in june 1844 more than sixty five
persons were members of the quorum of the anointed 30 following

heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal 21 december 1845 p 159 bennetts allegations regarding
the holy order sarah M pratt and a female masonic lodge appeared inin sangamojournalsangamonsangamo journal springfield
111 8 july 15 july 2 september 1842 pratts case isis described inin T edgar lyon orson pratt early
mormon leader masters thesis university of chicago 1932 ppap 34 44

jhc9hcHC 46044 604 presents minutes of the nauvoo female relief society which would seem to indicate
that as early as 28 april 1842 joseph smith had suggested that the women would one day receivereceive the
ordinances of the endowment and participate inin the prayer circle he spoke of delivering the keys of
the priesthood to the church and said that the faithful members 0of the relief society should receivereceive them inin
connection with their husbands that the saints whose integrity has been tried and proved faithful might know
how to ask the lord and recelzecelreceiveve an answer for according to his prayers god had appointed him else-
where however none of the italicized words inin this quote from the published history of the church
were in the original minutesminutes see nauvoo female relief society minutes p 37 church historicalHistoncal de
apartmentpartmentpart ment no document presently extant supports the conclusion that joseph smith suggested prior to
1843 that women would receivereceive the endowment and participate inin the prayer circle

alphabetical30alphabctical list of persons who were admitted to the quorum of the anointed during the life
timetime ofjosephof joseph smith and who participated with him inin weekly prayer circle meetings james adams
and wife mary almon W babbitt john M bernhiselBem hisel reynolds cahoon and wife thirzah william
clayton alpheus cutler and wife lois sister ellzabetheilzabethelizabeth 5 durfee joseph fielding and wife hannah
john P greene orson hyde and wife marinda nancy heber C kimball and wife vilate joseph C
kingsbury william law and wife jane cornelius P lott and wife permelia amasa M lyman will-
iam marks and wife mary catherine george miller and wife mary catherine isaac morley and wife
lucy fanny young murray william W phelps and wife sally orson pratt parley P pratt and wife
mary ann levi richards willard richards and wife jenetta sidney rigdon agnes C smith george
A smith and wife bathsheba hyrum smith and wife mary john smith and wife clarissa joseph
smith and wife emma lucy mack smith samuel H smith william smith orson spencer and wife
catherine john taylor and wife leonora mercy R fielding thompson newel K whitney and wife
elizabeth ann lyman wight wilford woodruff and wife phoebe lucien woodworth and wife
phebe brigham young and wife mary ann joseph young and wife clarissa see the brief record of
meetings of the anointed quorum the entries inin the wilford woodruffjournalwoodruff journal from 2 december
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the example of joseph and emma smith many of the members of
this group received the second anointing during the lifetime of jo-
seph smith to which president wilford woodruff publicly testi-
fied 31 others like sidney rigdon and orson pratt participated
alone and therefore did not receive the second anointing in con-
nection with a spouse male membership in the first prayer circle in-
cluded only the most prominent leaders of the church and king-
dom of god in most cases they were general authorities or
prominent in the bishopric of the church or leadership of the
nauvoo stake whereas the other men in the anointed quorum
who were still faithful to joseph smith in the spring of 1844 also
became members of the council of fifty 32

prior to the death of joseph smith it is significant that the fe-
male members of the quorum of the anointed were in nearly every
case the monogamous wives of the male members of the group ex-
ceptions were lucy mack smith the mother of joseph the prophet
and the widow of patriarch joseph smith sr agnes M coolbrith
smith the widow of joseph smiths brother don carlos fanny
young murray widowed sister ofofbrighambrigham young mercy R field-
ing thompson widowed sister in law of hyrum smith and sister
durfee who may have been the widow elizabeth davis brack-
enbury durfee aside from lucy mack smith the other four wo-
men were polygamous wives mercy fielding thompson was the plu-
ral wife of hyrum smith agnes coolbrith smith fanny young
murray and elizabeth davis durfee were identified in contemporary
and later sources as plural wives of the prophet joseph smith more-
over a special case was marinda nancy hyde who had been sealed in

1843 to 26 february 1844 the entries for september 1843 to may 1844 inin joseph smith jr journal inin
roberts history of the church and inin manuscript history of the church the entriesentries of 7 and 10 de
cember 1845 inin heber C kimball journal all the above manuscripts at church historical department
and the list of members of the quorum of the anointed inin the newel K whitney 1833451833 45 account
book inin box 6 folder 15 newel K whitney family collection special collections harold B lee
library brigham young university provo utah in the LDS genealogical library at salt lake city
microfilm 183371 of the nauvoo temple supplemental record of endowments isis a list on ppap
666766 67 of persons who received the endowment prior to 1845 only fifty three of the more than eighty
members of the 1843 45 anointed quorum are listed and most of the dates are inaccurate

young womenswomensjournaljournal 5 august 18945131894 513515 for contemporary evidence see wilford woodruff
journal 20 january 25 january 4 february 1844 and corresponding entries inin meetings of the
anointed quorum inin the manuscript history of the church inin HC 61816 181irlibi 96 inin history of joseph
smith lafterlatter day saints millennial star 2240622 406 455 586 and inin joseph smith jr journal

compare the list of members of the council of fifty inin 1844 as found inin hansen guestquestquestjorporforjor emp-
ireirelre p 223 with list inin fnan 30 above

87



1842 to joseph smith as a plural wife but participated with her hus-
band orson in the holy order 3533

during the lifetime of joseph smith only about seventeen per-
cent of the women in the holy order were plural wives and little
more than one third of the men had married plural wives these
men and women of the holy order were a select group a religious
elite within the church yet plural marriage was a minority practice
among them scores of men and women were not allowed to par
ticipte in the holy order until after 1844 even though they had en-
tered into polygamy during the lifetime of joseph smith therefore
during the lifetime of joseph smith polygamy was only an append-
age to the highest order of the priesthood established on 28 sep-
tember 1843

this quorum or prayer circle practiced during the life of jo-
seph smith the ordinances that were subsequently administered in
LDS temples this is indicated in a fall 1844 journal entry by joseph
fielding brother in law of patriarch hyrum smith

when sidney rigdon had thus selected A party he taught them
those things which he had learned inin the quorum as itit isis called ieie a

company on whom joseph had conferred the endowment being
clothed inin garments and received the last dat siclhiclsic instructions that
joseph could give them being washed and anointed &cac these things
were to be kept sacred as itit was not to become a general thing till
the temple be finished rigdon was admitted there A short timetime be-

andrew33 jenson plural marriage historical record 6 may 188723318872531887 233235255 34 and joseph F smith
jr blood atonement and the origin of plural marriage salt lake city deseret news 1905 ppap
81 105 containcontain lists of the wiveswives of joseph smith as well as the affidavits of other men and women
who stated that they had entered intointo sanctioned plural marriages during the lifetime of ofjosephjoseph smith
agnes smith was shown as mrs A S inin the list of ofjosephjoseph smiths wiveswives inin john C bennett
the history of the saints or an enoseexpose ofjoeof joe smith and mormonism boston leland & whiting 1842

p 256 in 1892 a formal plural wife of william smith testified that when she married smith inin polygpoleg
amy inin 1843 she was living with agnes M smith who was at that time a plural wife ofjosephof joseph smith
this testimony was omitted from the abstract of evidence published by the reorganized church of
jesus christ of latter day saints see testimony of mary ann west inin U S circuit court ath8th circuit
testimony 1892 manuscript transcripts church historical department d 1160 box 1 folder 8

23 questions 676679676 679 and compare with complainants abstract of pleading and evidence temple
lot case lamoni iowa herald house 1893 ppap 381 82 elizabeth davis durfee was listed by

bennettsbennett s history of the saints as mrs D and she was identified elsewhere as a plural wife of
joseph smith see fawn M brodie no man knows my history the life ofjosephof joseph smith the mormon

prophet 2ndand ed rev new york alfred A knopf 1972 p 469 mrs durfee was sealed by proxy to
joseph smith for eternity under her maiden name elizabeth davis on 22 january 1846 inin the nauvoo
temple marinda nancy hyde was sealed to joseph smith inin february 1842 according to an entry inin
the joseph smith journal on the page following the entry for 14 july 1843 the best recent studies of
nauvoo polygamy are danel W bachman A study of the mormon practice of plural marriage before
the death ofjosephof joseph smith masters thesis purdue university 1975 and william lawrence foster
between two worlds the origins of shaker celibacy oneida community complex marriage and

mormon polygamy phdph D diss university of chicago 1976 ppap 189 360
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fore these troubles took place almost the last that was admitted as of
the writing of this entry at the end of 1844 34

the quorum of the anointed met for the true order of prayer and
for ordinance work at least weekly in four separate locations during
joseph smiths lifetime from september to november 1843 in the
front upper room of the mansion house from november to de-
cember 1843 in the southeast room of joseph smiths homestead
from december 1843 until june 1844 in the assembly room over
joseph smiths store and on a few occasions in january february
1844 in brigham youngs house after 1844 emma smith no longer
participated in the holy order and its meetings were held in the
homes or stores of other members of the anointed quorum atten-
dance at the prayer circle of the holy order varied from half a dozen
to forty persons at each meeting 35

although this first prayer circle organization of endowed persons
was called the quorum there is no evidence that the quorum of
the anointed functioned in any sense as a priesthood quorum in
governing administrative matters of the church and kingdom of
god it is true that male members of the anointed quorum often
met together for prayer meetings and to conduct administrative busi-
ness but in the context of these meetings it is obvious that these
men were acting in their capacity as church leaders or as members of
the political council of fifty had the quorum of the anointed it-
self been conducting church business then female members of the
ttquorumtt quorum would also have been involved which was not the case
even when male members of the anointed quorum conducted ad-
ministrative business they sometimes made a distinct separation be-
tween meeting in their church capacity to discuss administrative

3434josephjoseph fielding 1843 1859 journal ppap 636463 64 entry for ca fall of 1844 church historicalhistoncalHist oncal de-
partmentpart ment in addition ebenezer robinson an editor of the nauvoo Timetimestimesandlimesandsandand seasons who became
disaffected from the church and left nauvoo inin 1844 later wrote we here statescarestare a few facts which
came under our personal observation As early as 1843 a secret order was established inin nauvoo called
the HOLY ORDER the members of which were of both sexes inin which we were credibly informed
scenes were enacted representing the garden of eden and that members of that order were provided
with a peculiar under garment called a robe the return 12 april 18902521890 252 reprinted inin E cecil
mcgavin mormonism and masonry 4thath ed salt lake city bookcraft 1956 p 136

35forfor meeting places during joseph smiths lifetime see joseph smith journal 28 september 12

november 2 december 1843 22 january 27 january 12 may 1844 in heber C kimball 1844 45

journal are the following specific references 11 august 1844 we met inin the holly order at B young
I11 october 1844 had a meeting at my hous inin the evningeining of the holy order praid fore the sick and
fore the govner 26 january 1845 inin the evningeining the holly preasthoodPreasthood meet over elder parley P
pratt store elder page relievedrecievedReci eved his admitenceadmi tence inin to the holy order 20 march 1845 the holly order
met inin the evningeining at B nobles 4 april 1845 last evningeining the holly order met at W richards we felt
the bawor of god 29 october 1845 the brethren of the holy order met at john taylors morning
and evening for prayer
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matters and meeting as the quorum of anointed to have a prayer
circle about the matters discussed for example on 25 june 1845
five apostles and the two general bishops of the church met to dis-
cuss letters from william smith and general jonathan dunham
they ended their meeting at noon and reconvened three hours later
with two other members of the anointed quorum to hold a prayer
circle in which they prayed about the letters discussed at the earlier
meeting the difference between priesthood council and the function
of the holy order was distinct 36

the clearest evidence that the quorum of the anointed or holy
order was not a governing council in the church and kingdom of
god can be seen in a crucial incident that occurred on 11 december
1845 in the nauvoo temple the men and women of the anointed
quorum conducted a prayer circle in the celestial room of the
temple and after we got through president young called the fol-
lowing persons into hebersaebers room viz H C kimball P P pratt J
taylor 0 hyde john E page george A smith amasa lyman
newel K whitney george miller and wm clayton brigham
young presented to them a letter from samuel brannan which in-
dicated there would be opposition by the US government to the
movement of the latter day saints from nauvoo into the western
regions the men eight apostles the two general bishops of the
church and the clerk discussed this serious matter prayed in the
true order about it and after we got through there was a unani-
mous feeling that the lord would answer our prayers and defeat our
enemies prest young said we should go away from here in peace in
spite of our enemies 03371137333737

if the anointed quorum had been a governing council then it
would have been presented with this potentially disastrous informa-
tion and would have discussed and prayed about it instead brigham
young dismissed the quorum of the anointed and called together
only the apostles the general bishops and a clerk for the meeting
moreover eight members of the council of fifty were excluded from
this crucial meeting even though they had participated in the prayer
circle of the anointed quorum immediately prior to the priesthood
council 38 all available evidence shows that the holy orders only

31heberheber C kimball 1840 1845 journal 25 june 1845

haberhcber C kimball 1845 1846 journal 11 december 1845 manuscript history of the church 11

december 1845 HC 7544
the38tbe members of the council of fifty who participated in the prayer circle of the quorum of the

anointed but who were not invited to this important meeting immediately thereafter were alpheus
cutler isaac morley orson spencer joseph young cornelius P lott john smith john M bemhiselBemhisel

john D lee and william W phelps debercheberhebercHeberCC kimball 1845 1846 journal 11 december 1845
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administrative function pertained to the conduct of the endowment
ordinances from 1843 to 1845 for example on 14 december 1845
the anointed quorum voted to sustain the rules brigham young
had presented to them for the future conduct of temple ordinances 39

having thus conferred the keys and form of the true order of
prayer joseph smith apparently also authorized members of the
anointed quorum to practice the order of prayer apart from the rest
of the prayer circle while heber C kimball was campaigning for
joseph smiths presidential candidacy in washington DC he re-
corded in his journal on 6 june 1844 last nite I1 clothed my self
and offerdefferd up the sines of the holy preasthoodPreasthood and called one the
nam of the lord he hurd me fore my heart was mad comfortable
and a month later he and apostle lyman wight obtained con-
firmationfirmation of the actuality of the martyrdom in answer to the order of
prayer 40

during the life of joseph smith the limited membership of the
anointed quorum tended naturally to make its members feel that
they were part of a spiritual elite after the death of joseph smith
the perils of mob action and apostasy combined to cause the apostles
and other leading men of the anointed quorum to decide on 9 au-
gust 1844 to add no new members quorum was conversed
about voted no women men to be admitted in the quorum till
times will permit 114141 both the camaraderie and isolation of the mem-
bers of the holy order during this period are indicated in a letter of
wilford woodruff to heber C kimball on 12 may 1845 please
remember me to all of the holy quorum I1 should esteem it a
great favour to meet occasionally with you or even to meet with any
one who had received their endowment 2142114242

the membership of the holy order was temporarily restricted
because as joseph fielding had written in 1844 joseph smith in-
tended the endowment not to become a general thing till the
temple be finished apparently no new members were admitted be-
tween 14 may 1844 and 25 january 1845 existing evidence indicates
that only fifteen persons joined the holy order from january to de-
cember 1845

in contrast to the composition of those admitted to the holy

391ibid391bidbid 14 december 1845
4heberhebergheber C kimball 1844 1845 journal 6 june and 12 july 1844
4willardwillardhwillard richards journal 9 august 1844 church histonhistoricali calcai department
woodruff4woodruffdwoodruff to kimball 12 may 1845 heber C kimball papers parentheses in the original
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order during the lifetime of joseph smith most of the 1845 addi-
tions to the quorum of the anointed gave obvious prominence to
the practice of plural marriage louisa beaman eliza R snow and
olive G frost had been sealed as plural wives to joseph smith dur-
ing his lifetime and after his death were married for time to brig-
ham young prior to these three womens joining brigham young in
the holy order in 1845 zina D huntington jacobs had been sealed
to joseph smith in 1841 and she apparently joined the prayer circle
of the holy order in 1845 lucy decker married brigham young as
his first plural wife in 1842 and she joined him in the anointed
quorum in 1845 her mother harriet page wheeler decker was
sealed in polygamy to brigham youngs brother in 1843 and joined
the holy order in 1845 sometime after her daughter was admitted
sarah ann whitney kingsbury and sylvia P sessions lyon had been
sealed in plural marriage to joseph smith in 1842 and were admitted
to the holy order in 1845 about the same time that they were also
sealed for time to heber C kimball apostle kimballsKimballs daughter
helen mar kimball another plural wife of joseph smith also en-
tered the holy order in 1845 joseph B noble had performed the
first polygamous marriage at nauvoo when he sealed his wifescifes sister
louisa beaman to joseph smith and both brother noble and his
wife mary adeline entered the holy order in 1845 brigham
youngs effort to institutionalize the practice of plural marriage is
reflected in the fact that of the fifteen persons admitted to the holy
order in 1845 nine were women who had entered plural marriage
with the sanction of the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith 43

43heberheber C kimball 1844 45 journal 25 26 january 20 21 march 17 april 2 may 31 july 1845
and zina D huntington jacobs diary 3 july 1845 both at church historical department and the list
of members of the holy order inin newel K whitneyswhimeyswhitneytWhitWhi neysmeys 1833 45 account book harold B lee Ilibrarylibrary
BYU aside from those listed inin the text the above sources also show that john E page and his wife
mary charles hyde and mariamanamarla L tanner lyman also entered the holy order inin 1845 whitneytwhitneysWhit neys rec
ord presents the list of members inin a manner that corresponds with the dates the individuals or couples
according to the husbands entry date were admitted intointo the holy order with the last verified ad-

missionmission prior to the martyrdom being that of lyman wight on 14 may 1844 following wights name
are the names of thirteen persons and the first seven of these names inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys list seem to corre-
spond to the entriesentries for 25 26 january 1845 inin heber C kimballsKimballs journal the last name inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys
list isis mrs noble which would date his list about 20 march 1845 when kimballsKimballs journal shows that
the holy order met at the home of josephofjoseph B noble married women inin whitneyswhitneytWhitneys list are indicated by
the surname only and two of these mrs entries are smudged so that the surnames cannot be deci-
phered even though other partially smudged names inin the list can be deciphered it isis possible that
these unreadable entries refer to mrs lyman and mrs jacobs the entry date for mary L lyman is not
certain for none of the other manuscript sources presently available about the holy order mention her
until 17 april 1845 when the kimball journal refers to her receiving the second anointing with her
husband amasa amasa lyman was shown as an early member of the holy order by entries inin the
joseph smith journal for 28 september and 12 october 1843 but he was not named again inin any
available source about the holy order until 26 january 1845 when his own journal indicates he attend-
ed a meeting of the anointed quorum serious illness a proseproselyringproselytinglyring missionmission and change of residence
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the exclusiveness of the holy order was soon to give way to
the general admission of worthy latter day saints to the endowment
ceremonies in december 1845 male members of the quorum of the
anointed met for prayer circle in the nauvoo temple on 29 novem-
ber 30 november and 5 december 1845 and at the later meeting it
was decided

on sunday morning at 9 oclock all of the holy order will assemble
fore prairbrair and council our wives will come and bertackpertack with us the
sacrament will be administered the sacrament sic and spend the
day in those thingthingssl that the spirrit shall teach this was the advise of
president B young I1 w4witiwa this gave great joy to our wimmen 444

when forty two members of the anointed quorum met on sunday
morning 7 december 1845 it was with a sense of pride that heber
C kimball recorded the following persons are members of the
holy order of the holy preasthoodPreasthood having recievedrelievedRecieved it in the life
time of joseph and hirum the prophets 3145114545

from this time onward the membership restrictions that had
been imposed on the prayer circle of the holy order gradually end-
ed on 7 december 1845 elder B young said this quorum should
meet here evry sabath and take the sacrament exactly one hun-
dred persons were newly endowed in the nauvoo temple from 11
december to 13 december 1845 but only four of these new people
joined the sunday prayer circle of the holy order on 14 december
1845 on 21 december forty five additional persons less than a
tenth of the newly endowed attended the prayer circle of the
anointed quorum and were formed into two concentric prayer cir-
cles on 28 december 1845 about 200 persons were present clothed
in priestly garments A circle was formed composed of about 20

kept amasa lyman from nauvoosNauvoos meetings otof the holy order zina H jacobs was attending a weekly
prayer meeting prior to february 1845 that did not involve the holy order and which was apparently
for the purpose of conventional prayer Sseee her diary 23 january 1845 where a brother house not a
member of the holy order according to whitneytwhitneysWhitneys list for this period took charge of the prayer meet-
ing she was attending an event that would never have occurred in the holy order where apostles
attended and presided each week the entry in the diary of zina huntington jacobs for 3 july 1845
however seems to refer coto a meeting of the holy order at the thursday prayer meeting father john
smith made some evelentexelent remarks concerning the priesthood prayer endowments &cac if the smudged
names of the two married women on whitneytwhitneysWhitneys list do not refer to mrs lyman who definitely joined
the holy order at least by april 1845 or to mrs jacobs who may have done so by july 1845 then at
least two persons admitted to the anointed quorum prior to december 1845 are unidentified data on
these 1845 additions to the holy order have been cross checked with the findings of another researcher
andrew ehat

heber C kimball 184518461845 1846 journal 5 december 1845
45ibidibid p 35 7 december 1845
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persons most of whom had received the ordinances and been admit-
ted to the first quorum at a previous time therefore the exclusive-
ness of the holy orders special prayer circle was temporarily pre-
served in december 1845 by admitting only about ten percent of
those who were being endowed for the first time in the nauvoo
temple by january 1846 several thousand persons had been en-
dowed and it was no longer possible for the single prayer circle of
the holy order to exist even by restricting its membership to ten
percent of those who were endowed on sunday 4 january 1846
there was no meeting of the anointed quorumsQu orums prayer circle on
account of the floor being not stiff enough to support so large a

company as would have come in without swaying too much 114646

thousands of persons received the endowment in the nauvoo
temple and they became full members of the quorum of the
anointed in this regard heber C kimball told some newly en-
dowed persons in 1846 that it is necessary for all who have been

through the temple to meet in quorum in order to become familiar
with the signs and tokens because they are the keys of the priest-
hood in this thesevenththe SEVENTH dispensation 1147the47 the holy order or the
quorum of the anointed organized by joseph smith in 1843 had at
last achieved its ultimate purpose of including in its membership all
the worthy latter day saints who could receive the temple endow-
ment those who had been privately introduced into the holy order
during the lifetime of joseph smith would continue to feel a special
attachment and status but the sense of distinction and elitism that
had characterized the holy order during the period 1842 to 1845
was now available to all endowed persons

an odd result of the expansion of the anointed quorum to in-
clude all latter day saints was the altered status of women in prayer
circle meetings after 1845 the anointed quorum organized by jo-
seph smith had included both men and women but stopped its sepa-
rate meetings in december 1845 heber C kimball indicated on 21

december 1845 that women could continue to participate with men

ibid ppap 7 11 14 21 and 28 december 1845 4 january 1846
47catherine lewis narrative of some of the proceedings of the momonsmormonscomons lynn mass catherine lewis

1848 p 11 italics added she was relating her own observations of the teachings and practices of the
iatterlatterlarter day saints at nauvoo where she received the endowment in the temple under the direction of
apostle kimball in whose home she lived in utah the phrase endowment company was substituted
for the use of quorum to designate persons participating in the endowment ceremony also by the
1870s in utah LDS leaders had so long discontinued the earlier use of holy order that they used the
term to describe the economic united order and to refer to polygamy seesec remarks of brigham young
and erastus snow in james G bleak annals of the southern utah mission book B typed p 221
and book C MS 15 december 1878 church historical department
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in separate prayer circle meetings when he stated to newly endowed
persons the sisters ought not to gather together in schools to pray
unless their husbands or some man be with them 2148114848 nevertheless1148nevertheless

the available records of the special and ecclesiastical prayer circles
from the 1850s to the 1950s describe only one instance in which wo-
men met with their husbands in prayer circle meetings A meeting of
the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve apostles in jan-
uary 1896 shows that it was the policy after 1846 to exclude women
from mens prayer circle meetings

I1

the subject of permission to the sisters to meet inin prayer circles
was discussed as the question had been asked whether it would be
right or whether they could be permitted to meet with their husbands
in a prayer circle seeing that sisters had been admitted to prayer circles
inin the nauvoo temple it was shown however that on such occasions
it was for the purpose of teaching the order of prayer as it is now the
custom inin the temples it was decided that if the sisters desired to
meet for prayer they could do so as members and officersofofficersofficersofof relief so-
cieties in their regular places of meeting but that it would not be ad-
visable for them to meet at circles or to participate in prayer circle
meetings 49

so far as the records of mens prayer circles exist there was one occa-
sion in 1958 when elder joseph fielding smith authorized members
of the newly organized smithfield utah stake prayer circle to in-
clude their wives in a prayer circle meeting once a year 50 from the
records in the LDS church archives it would seem that in both the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries after 1846 it was uncommon for
women to participate with their husbands in prayer circle meetings
that convened apart from the endowment ceremony this policy
perhaps unintentionally restricted the status of women

despite the disapproval of womens joining their husbands in
prayer circle meetings there is evidence that latter day saint women
in the nineteenth century met in their own prayer circles it appears
that under the direction of eliza R snow female members of the
church met for prayer circle during the pioneer exodus and in the
utah settlements 51 although this was not in accord with heber C

deberchebercC kimball 1845 1846 journal 21 december 1845
49journal history of the church 30 january 1896 p 2 church historical department

5osmithfieldsmithfield utah stake prayer circle minutes 25 may and 1 november 1958 church historical
department

5 the eliza R snow journals for 1847 1849 at the henry E huntington library san marino cali-
fornia make many references to her attending prayer meetings with the sisters of the church in a

conversation with hugh nibley on 28 march 1975 he said that his mother had participated in a relief
society prayer circle organized by eliza R snow in utah
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KimkimbalpskimballsKimbbailsbalisballsalPs 1845 instructions such practice appears to have had priest-
hood sanction at least in some cases in 1893 for example a general
authority and member of the salt lake temple presidency approved
the prayer circle meeting of some sisters in preparation for the re-
baptism of a sister the sisters quite a number came to have a

prayer meeting so bro john r1raR winder took us up to the elders
room where there was an altar around which we knelt aunt zina
young being mouth and the rest repeating after her I1 was then

baptized frank armstrong officiating 52 even after the decision of
the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve in january 1896
advising against relief society prayer circle meetings some ward rel-
ief societies continued holding occasional prayer circles

we then attended a prayer meeting in the afternoon of the relief
society all the sisters are members of our society was presant at this
meeting but one member all of us fasting that day and part of us hav-
ingingkeptkept our fast for two days that the lord would hear our prayers
that me and cecelia would be healed

we knelt in three different prayer circles then I1 offered up a pray-
er by my self I1 felt if the lord would heal me I1 would devote the
remainder of my days to his service 13

rarely privileged to join their husbands in the separate prayer circle
meetings after 1846 latter day saint women also discontinued even
occasional relief society prayer circles by the early twentieth century

during the five years after the saints departure from nauvoo
separate prayer circles appear to have been restricted to a few eccle-
siasticalsias tical and administrative units the elders seventies high priests
and high council had separate prayer circle meetings in the nauvoo
temple and it is possible that they continued to do so during the
exodus to utah and the establishment of church headquarters there
the only groups for which existing records show a pattern of prayer
circle meetings between 1846 and 1851 were the council of fifty and
the combined first presidency and quorum of the twelve
apostles 54

52marymary ann freeze diary 19 september 1893 harold B lee library BYU
53 53hannahhannah adeline savage journal p 25 7 may 1896 church historical department also diary of

lucy hannah white flake 1 march 1895 harold B lee library BYU
willard richards may august 1846 journal 30 may 1846 p 42 william claytonaclaytonsClay tons journal ppap

40 203 for the meetings of elders seventies and high priests prayer circles in the nauvoo temple see
HC 7390 552 54 and heber C kimball 1845 1846 journal after entry for 11 december 1845
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SPECIAL PRAYER CIRCLES 1851 1929

in 1851 the conduct of prayer circle meetings was restructured in
a manner reminiscent of the anointed quorum organized by joseph
smith in 1843 beginning in february 1851 a separate prayer circle
was organized in salt lake city for each day of the week but admis-
sion was not according to ones membership in any particular priest-
hood quorum or organization the presidents of these nightly prayer
circles in 1851 were sunday william C staines monday john
young tuesday albert P rockwood wednesday william snow
thursday norton jacobs friday james fife and saturday heman
hyde although a member of the first council of seventy albert P
rockwood was the president of the tuesday evening prayer circle
only two other members of the first council of seventy were mem-
bers of his circle whereas five bishops of salt lake city wards were
admitted to his circle this mixing of ecclesiastical positions in the
membership of the salt lake city prayer circles of 1851 suggests that
when a man was appointed president of one of these special prayer
circles he could recommend for membership anyone worthy of such
opportunity regardless of ecclesiastical position 55 for ease of identi-
ficationfi these circles will be denominated here as special prayer cir-
cles in contrast to ecclesiastical prayer circles where membership was
determined by church position

the special prayer circles of the 1850s were not restricted to salt
lake city or even to utah although data are insufficient to identify
the locations of all special prayer circles during this period it is pos-
sible that they were functioning in each of the major mormon settle-
ments established in the american west the mormon colony in
san bernardino california and the st louis missouri stake were
both far distant from church headquarters yet the former had a

prayer circle as early as 1854 and the latter organized a prayer circle
in 1857 5616

the tendency for special prayer circles to include men of various
quorums of the priesthood as well as men not presiding in any of-
fice was also reflected where it might be least expected in the prayer
circle of the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve

55 55attendanceattendance rolls of these prayer circles 1851 1853 at church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued
either under the name of their president or being transferred to the prayer circle collection from the
utah territorial collection at church historical department

san bernardinomardinoBe mission 1852 1855 journal entries beginning 23 april 1854 amasa M lyman
papers church historical department erastus snow journal 9 february 1857 church historical de-
partmentpart ment
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apostles which also met on sundays the 1853 1854 rolls for ex-
ample show that in addition to the first presidency and the quo-
rum of the twelve the circle membership included edward hunter
the presiding bishop jedediah M grant and daniel H wells
prior to their becoming counselors in the first presidency joseph

young a member of the first council of seventy thomas bull-
ock truman 0 angell nathaniel H felt william W phelps ed-
win D woolley albert carrington levi richards and isaac mor-
ley 57 whether presided over by a general authority or by another
priesthood member these special prayer circles made it possible for
men to fellowship in this sacred ordinance who were united in ways
other than by membership in a particular priesthood quorum

the basic structure of these special nightly prayer circles re-
mained intact until 1858 on 25 july 1858 wilford woodruff re-
corded in his journal the next development in the history of the
prayer circles the presidency wished the twelve to get up a com-
pany each one of them to form a prayer circle 58 whether every
member of the quorum of the twelve in 1858 became president of
his own prayer circle is not presently certain but available records
show that the following members of the quorum organized their
own salt lake city circles in 1858 john taylor wilford woodruff
george A smith ezra T benson erastus snow and charles C
rich the prayer circles of these six men and that of the combined
first presidency and quorum of the twelve on sunday night ac-
counted for one special prayer circle each night of the week mem-
bers of the quorum of the twelve continued to act as presidents of
special prayer circles for seventy years

although apostles were made presidents of these special prayer
circles after 1858 non general authorities continued to preside over
other such circles these special prayer circles like those organized in
1851 were independent of stake or quorum organization contempor-
ary with the prayer circles after 1858 that were presided over by
apostles additional special circles met in the salt lake endowment
house presided over by such men as edwin D woolley joseph
homehorne alonzo H raleigh john D T mcallister amos M musser
elijah F sheets jeter clinton james W cummings samuel W
richards elias smith edward snelgrove and george C lambert

57 sunday57sunday prayer circle of president brigham young and the quorum of the twelve record of
attendance 1853 1854 being transferred from the utah territorial collection to the prayer circle col-
lection

58 58wilfordwilford woodruffjournalwoodruff journal 25 july 1858
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occasionally a non general authority became president of a special
prayer circle when an apostle had to resign the presidency because of
a church calling thus joseph hornehome took over the presidency of
john taylors prayer circle in 1882 in view of president taylors re-
sponsibilities as president of the church and jeter clinton took over
the circle of erastus snow in 1862 when the latter received a mission
call 59

whether presided over by an apostle or by a man with lesser
priesthood jurisdiction the operation of these special prayer circles
was the same established by the authority of the first presidency
the prayer circle was actually organized by either a member of that
body or of the quorum of the twelve prospective members were
nominated by the president and current members of the circle after
being unanimously voted on by the prayer circle members the
names of prospective members were recommended to the first presi-
dency for approval once approved by the first presidency the men
were admitted

in 1851 these special prayer circles met in dedicated rooms of
residences but subsequently convened in the lion house or in the
salt lake endowment house 1855 1889 in the gardo house or
private residences 1889 1893 and in the salt lake temple
1893 1929 in some cases prayer circles distant from a temple met

in residences rather than in chapels it was common for the circle
president to admit his relatives since these special prayer circles in-
cluded men irrespective of priesthood calling moreover these special
prayer circles often included men from various wards and stakes in
the salt lake valley men were released from a special prayer circle
only in the event of unwillingness to attend regularly or if they
ceased to be members of the church in good standing

it was a distinct honor to be a member of such a prayer circle
but it was an honor denied to thousands of worthy men who resided
both inside and outside the salt lake valley by 1929 the growing
membership of the church had highlighted the inequity of having
such special prayer circles for the privileged few because of their in-
creasing exclusiveness special prayer circles were discontinued by the
first presidency in 1929 on 29 march 1929 apostle james E tal-
mage explained this decision to his own prayer circle

59seesee the prayer circle rolls in church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued according to name of the
president of the circle or located in the prayer circle collection
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bro talmagetaimage acknowledged the benefit of the administration he
received last week he also explained the history of the organization
and carrying on of prayer circles both in and out of the temple and
then explained that itit was decided by the first presidency and council
of the twelve that all special circles would hereafter be discontinued

he explained that membership in circles was of necessity a special
privilege which of necessity couldnt be extended to all who were
worthy and might desire membership whereas the temple ordinance
work which is of greater importance and included the circle ceremony
is available to every worthy latter day saint who desires to avail him-
self of the advantadvantagadvantageage 60

the inequality of these special circles was reduced inin the ecclesiastical
prayer circles that continued to exist in the stakes and wards of the
LDS church after 1929

ecclesiastical PRAYER CIRCLES 1845 1978

although the high council of the nauvoo stake had a separate
prayer circle as early as december 1845 the history of subsequent
stake circles is incomplete due to an absence of records in the LDS
church archives available records indicate the existence of stake
prayer circles for only ten percent of the stakes that were organized
during the period for which stake prayer circle records can be found
nevertheless sufficient information about stake prayer circles is
available to provide a general outline of their history

stake prayer circles have continued to be organized down to the
mid twentieth century A recent formation of a stake prayer circle
occurred on 8 december 1957 when elders joseph fielding smith
and mark E petersen organized the smithfield utah stake prayer
circle other stake prayer circles may have been established in more
recent times although provo utah stake had a prayer circle al-
most immediately after the stake was formed in 1939 other stakes
indicate the opposite trend in most instances a prayer circle was not
begun until the stake had existed several years 61

these delays in forming stake prayer circles may have derived
from two factors oftentimes the first presidency and the council of
the twelve considered organizing stake prayer circles only after a for-
mal request for that privilege had been made by the stake president

james E talmage prayer circle minutes 1912 1929 29 march 1929 church historical depart-
ment james E talmage journal 29 march 1929 harold B lee library BYU

61seesecscesee the records ofjuab bear lake sevier summit wasatch maricolamaricopaMaricopa st joseph and smithfield
stake prayer circles church historical department cataloguercataloguedcatalogued according to the current name of the
stakes and compare to the datesdares the stakes were organized
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if the president of the stake did not feel inclined to have a prayer
circle such an organization was usually not imposed upon his juris-
diction by the general authorities moreover there also seemed to
be a preference for having a current or former temple worker as a
member of the stake prayer circle this may have been the primary
reason for the delays in forming stake prayer circles

membership in the stake prayer circles was determined by ones
position in the stake but this criterion varied from stake to stake
some stakes included only the stake presidency high council and
stake clerk it was more common however for the stake circle to
include the stake presidency high council stake clerks patriarchs
and high priest quorum presidency the largest known stake prayer
circle was that of the alberta canada stake which in the
1948 1950 period had more than eighty members including the pre-
viously mentioned officers plus all ward bishopricsbishoprickbishoprics seventies presi-
dents and seminary teachers of the stake 6261 even though the officers
to be included varied between stakes the inequalities of the special
prayer circles were avoided by making membership in the ecclesiasti-
cal prayer circle a result of ones position in the stake rather than by
the choice of the prayer circle president and members with mem-
bership established on the basis of stake position entry and release
from the prayer circle automatically reflected each mans tenure in
church positions

in addition to stake prayer circles ecclesiastical prayer circles
have been conducted by wards priesthood quorums eg the salt
lake stake elders quorum 1893 1929 and by temple presidenciespresiden cies
and temple workers usually these ecclesiastical prayer circles even
in local wards were organized by members of the first presidency or
the quorum of the twelve apostles for example on 18 december
1880 the president of the church his counselors and two apostles
organized prayer circles in each of the ogden utah wards 63never63 nevert-
helesstheless the presence of an apostle was not always required since in
1937 edward J wood president of the alberta canada stake and
president of the cardstonbardstonCardston temple organized a prayer circle in the
hillspringHillspring ward 64the64 the number of ward prayer circles is not readily
apparent but in 1900 apostle reed smoot said 1 I hope that there
will not be a ward but what will have a prayer circle inaugurated for

62aibertaalberta canada stake prayer circle minutes 1948 1950 church historical department
63robert mcquarrie 1845 1887 journal 18 december 1880 p 435 church historical department
journal history 2 may 1937 p 8
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it is a strength to the church 316511651165with65 with such encouragement it isis
probable that ward prayer circles have been as common by propor-
tion as stake circles

whether a man became a member of a prayer circle by virtue of
his ecclesiastical position or by the choice of a special prayer circle a

question remains as to whether there were any special requirements
for membership the example of the juab utah stake prayer circle
is probably representative when that prayer circle was organized in
1880 the following questions were asked of each member

1 do you strive to live the principles of righteousness according
to the requirements in the bible book of mormon and doctrine and
covenants

2 do you pay your tithing and offerings according to your cov-
enants agreeable to the law of god and the requirements of the holy
priesthood

3 are you striving to pay all your just debts that you may owe
no man anything according to the exhortation of the apostle

4 do you strive to magnify your calling have family and secret
prayer and sustain faithfully the presiding priesthood by your vote
faith and prayers

5 are you willing to consecrate your time talents and means for
the upbuildingbuildingup of the kingdom of god and the establishment of his
righteousness to cease to speak evil find fault and all manner of un-
righteousness

6 have you any hard feelings or bitterness in your bosom to any-
one or is there any of the undersignedundersignerunder signed whom you could not meet with
in a prayer circle66circle 66

it is to be noted that despite the emphasis by the LDS church lead-
ership on entering into plural marriage during the 1880s there is no
evidence that membership in the prayer circle elite was dependent in
any way upon entering into mormonismsMormoni sms polygamous elite nevert-
helesstheless prospective members of prayer circles were cautioned that
they must believe in all gospel principles as indicated in the 1909
instructions of apostle francis M lyman to a ward prayer circle

also that members must believe in every principle of the gospel
spoke especially on the principle of plural marriage said that members
should be firm believers in the principle but it was to be clearly under-
stood that the carrying out of the principle was in abeyance at the pres-
ent time 67

juab utah stake prayer circle minutes 189819141898 1914 book 21 october 1900 p 34 church hist-

orical department
66 ibid 1880 1887 book loose pages at front of book punctuation added

john M whitaker 190819101908 1910 memorandum book 7 november 1909 john M whitaker papers

western americana J willard marriott library university of utah salt lake city utah
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A more recent summary of the requirements for membership in a

prayer circle states they should be men who are true tried active
devoted strong in testimony integrity faithful honest obedient
submissive prayerful loyal sustain authority without hard feelings
and without guile whose houses are in order 116868 having complied
with the requirements of worthiness members of prayer circles met
weekly biweekly or monthly as the particular circle might choose

PURPOSES OF THE PRAYER CIRCLE

at a minimum the prayer circles have been for the observance of
the true order of prayer but additional activities have also been con-
ducted in prayer circle meetings As discussed previously the first or-
ganized prayer circle was a vehicle for the administration of the
anointing and endowment ceremonies of the priesthood from 1843

to 1845 this facet of organized prayer circles was of short duration
but other activities characterized prayer circle meetings throughout
their history in the church at these meetings it was often custom-
ary to consecrate bottles of oil for the anointing of the sick 69 prayer
circle meetings from the days of joseph smith to the present have
also been occasion for testimony bearing and discussion of bisicbasic inin-
spirationalspi rational gospel doctrine 70 in addition prayer circles were occa-
sions where participants covenanted to live more fully certain com-
mandmentsmand ments 771I1 rarely has extensive church business been conducted
in connection with the prayer circle meeting the exceptions to this
being the prayer circle meetings of the first presidency and the
council of the twelve those of the council of fifty and those of
the salt lake stake

it might be wondered whether the prayer circle is intended to be
a means of summoning special revelations or manifestations the pri-
mary purpose of any prayer is to commune with god and to receive

requirements and instructions for setting up prayer circles inin stakes undated typed docu-
ment d4564 church historical department

61forpor for example on 17 december 1845 seven men participated inin a prayer circle inin the nauvoo
temple for the purpose of dedicating and consecrating forty five bottles of oil for use inin temple ordi-
nances debercheberhebercC kimball 184518461845 1846 journal 17 december 1845

wilford woodruffjoumalwoodruff journal 7 january 1844 mrs woodruff and myself met with the quorum
and we had an interesting timerimetime of instruction I1 spoke during the day upon the relationship that we
sustained towards our progenitors & posterity inin the resurrection of the dead salt lake utah stake
prayer circle record 1904 1920 p 8 on april 5 1905 itit was decided that at each meeting of the
prayer circle held thereafter or until other arrangements should be made a member of the circle should

give an address on a sectionsection of the book of doctrine and covenants
heber C kimball 1840 45 journjournalalj 24 july 1845 the holly order met at the usual place for

brairprair and willard richards journal for 24 july 1845 N4 PM prayer meeting after which the quor-

um agreed to take no more snuff & tobacco for 6 weeks
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the instruction and influence of god under difficult circumstances
faithful persons may seek special manifestations of gods power as
on 9 june 1844 when vilate kimball wrote to her husband that the
weather at nauvoo had been so cold and wet that newel K
whitney and dr john M bernhisel thought the anointed quorum
needed to assemble to ask the lord to change the weather to avoid
an epidemic of sickness among the sainsaintsts 72 also with the approval
of the prophet joseph smith the members of the 1835183318531855 school of the
prophets joined in prayer for a special visionary manifestation 73

according to the will of the lord divine manifestations may ac-
company or follow prayer but there is little evidence that the order
of prayer observed in prayer circles was intended to summon special
manifestations in fact there is at least one occasion in which mem-
bers of a prayer circle were admonished not to seek such signs on
22 march 1846 samuel W richards recorded in his journal that in
the prayer circle of his seventies quorum it was proposed that we
pray for the prophet joseph to come into our midst and converse
with us the uncomfortable similarity between such an act and a

spiritualistic seance was apparent and it was decided by the presi-
dent that we had no right to pray for that thing and all was again
right 1174111474 obviously a prayer circle may result in divine manifestation
of a spectacular nature but the available records concerning prayer
circles indicate that rarely is such a manifestation sought

the purposes of the prayer circle are outlined in a recent instruc-
tion from the LDS authorities

the purpose of the prayer circle the true order of prayer get
close to the lord spirits drawn out to god and his son hearts
humble contrite and at peace soften hearts of participants and draws
them near to god perfect love and harmony pray for the sick pray
for the advancement of the lords work with his blessings upon the
people and his leaders 75

for men who were generally unable to attend religious instruc-
tion in priesthood quorums and sunday schools due to adminis-
trative assignments the special and ecclesiastical prayer circle meet-
ings were opportunities to receive the spiritual instruction that was
paradoxically denied to them by their church callings moreover the

vilatekimballVilatevilace kimball to heber C kimball 9 june 1844 continued as a letter dated 24 june 1844

church historical department
73seesecsee fnan ig19 above

samuel W richardsjournalrichards journal 22 march 1846 church historical department
requirements and instructions for setting up prayer circles church historical department
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prayer circles encouraged the bonds of fellowship and loyalty natural-
ly expected of men who served in church leadership although the
organized prayer circles may have given the impression of a church
within achua acchurchrchach they provided a great spiritual strength to thou-
sands of priesthood leaders during the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies 7671

the conducting of separate prayer circles has continued until re-
cently in some wards and stakes however on 3 may 1978 the first
presidency announced that all prayer circles except those conducted
as part of the endowment ceremony in the temples were to be imme-
diately discontinued As the number of stakes in the LDS church
reached nearly a thousand the council of the first presidency and
the quorum of twelve apostles decided that it would be too diffi-
cult to comply with all the requests for new prayer circles 77

athe6thethe estimate of thousands is not extreme in view of the fact that the published history of a
single prayer circle lists 286 members see history of the elders quorum prayer circle salt lake city
189319291893 1929

7 spencer W kimball N eldon tanner and marion G romney to all stake presidents and bish-
ops 3 may 1978 A comment about this announcement appears in update sunstone 3 julyouly august
197861978 6
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the priesthood auxiliary movement
1928 1938

richard 0 cowan

while reviewing the chronology in the sunday school hand-
book I1 was surprised to learn that priesthood classes were conducted
with the sunday school not too many years ago even though I1 had
studied twentieth century church history extensively I1 had never
heard of this combination most latter day saints regard priesthood
correlation as a phenomenon beginning in the 1960s but I1 was
amazed to learn that many correlation principles were emphasized
during the 1930s

the decade 1928 1938 witnessed a series of extensive restructurrestructure
ings of church activities and meetings most of these changes com-
bined formerly separate priesthood activities with either the sunday
school or mutual improvement association hence the name
priesthood auxiliary movement major features of this relatively

unknown movement have continued to influence the church the
significance of these developments is most apparent when they are
viewed as a continuation of even earlier efforts at correlation

antecedents
although priesthood quorums and the auxiliaries were estab-

lished during the nineteenth century there was a substantial increase
in the programs and activities sponsored by these organizations dur-
ing the opening years of the twentieth century for example the rel-
ief society and sunday school launched their classwork for adults
and the MIA adopted such age group programs as the boy scouts
and beehive girls the auxiliaries also commenced publishing their
own periodicals including the improvement era juvenile instructor
childrens friend and relleyreliefrelicsocietyRelic society magazine

amid this proliferation of auxiliary programs president joseph
F smith looked forward to the time

when every council of the priesthood will understand its duty will
assume its own responsibility will magnify its calling and fill its place
in the church when that day shall come there will not be so

richard 0 cowan is professor of church history and doctrine at brigham young university
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much necessity for work that is now being done by the auxiliary organ-
izationsizat ions

the general priesthood committee was formed in 1908 to help
vitalize the priesthood under the chairmanship of elder david 0
mckay this committee introduced weekly ward priesthood meetings
and the practice of ordaining young men to aaronic priesthood of-
fices at specified ages in some cases stake presidents sought per-
mission to combine these priesthood sessions with either sunday
school or MIA in order to avoid adding an extra meeting to the
existing schedule at first the priesthood gatherings were scheduled
on monday evening but by the early 1920s sunday morning had be-
come more popular

church leaders felt a definite need for correlating these expand-
ing activities in 1907 the committee on adjustments representing
various auxiliary organizations recommended merging the similar
primary and religion class programs for children and also consoli-
dating the churchschurche magazines for adults 2 2manymanyamany years passed before
these recommendations were implemented in 1913 president joseph
F smith organized the correlation committee to prevent unneces-
sary and undesirable duplication of work in the various auxiliary or-
ganizations elder david 0 mckay became chairman of this body
as well as of the general priesthood committee 3

in 1920 an expanded correlation committee was assigned todeto de-
fine the relative roles not only of the auxiliaries but of the various
priesthood quorums as well the committee formulated three basic
premises to guide its work 1 the auxiliaries are helps to the
priesthood and therefore subject to its authority 2 programs exist
only to meet the needs of church members 3 all organizations
should adhere closely to their original inspired assignments A specif-
ic recommendation was that the sunday school should be given the
responsibility of formal theological instruction it should be extend-
ed to two hours and absorb priesthood class instruction 4

even though the first presidency concluded that under existing
circumstances some of the proposed changes were unnecessary and

joseph F smith in conference rorrreportrorteort of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints april 1906 p
3

2marbaarba C josephson history of the YWMIA salt lake city young womens mutual improve-
ment association 1955 ppap 182 84

3marionmarionamarion G romney the basics of priesthood correlation general priesthood board meeting 8
and 15 november 1967 p 2 church historical department salt lake city utah

report of the correlation social advisory committee to the first presidency 14 april 1921 MS
ppap 1 6 8 25 church historical department
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undesirable 5 many of the committees recommendations received
continued consideration for example in 1923 the first presidency
urged stake presidents and ward bishops to conduct monthly correla-
tion meetings with their auxiliary executives 6 in addition church
leaders gave particular attention to the aaronic priesthood and in
1925 issued a list of standards which emphasized the importance
of quality supervision and regular quorum activity 7

NEW MEETING PATTERNS

by 1927 steps were being taken to implement sweeping modifi-
cations church wide under instruction from the first presidency
the council of the twelve sponsored the move A special com-
mittee consisted of elders david 0 mckay joseph fielding smith
and stephen L richards

fundamental principles
two important guiding principles determined the course fol-

lowed in planning the priespriesthoodthoodchood auxiliary movement
1 the priesthood was to assume its proper place at the center

and core of all church activity declared the presiding bishopric

the priesthood is the very foundation upon which the church is built
as also the framework which supports the structure it is the most po-
tent means of real service unless the quorums of the priesthood gener-
ally are trained and active in the performance of their duties there can-
not be the progress that there should be 8

official publications made frequent reference to president joseph F

smiths 1906 prophesy of a time when the priesthood would more
completely understand and fulfill its duty

2 church programs needed to be simplified because all church
organizations served the same groups of members elder melvin J
ballard asserted that there must be one unified simplified program
for this work no one organization in the church can do everything
for the entire group there has been delegated to each organization
its specific field he noted the frequent duplication in the lessons
and activities of the priesthood quorums and auxiliary organizations

firstdirst presidency to the council of the twelve 7 june 1922 church historical department
6firstfirst presidency circular letter 8 march 1923 church historical department
aaronic priesthood standards improvement era 29 december 1925203 04

weekly ward priesthood meetings improvement era 31 january 19282571928 257
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and explained that the priesthood auxiliary plan was conceived as a
solution to ia rather complicated situation that was arising because of
this competition and rivalry and multiplicity of meetings 9

the church sunday school
president heberjheberd grant made the first public announcement of

the priesthood auxiliary movement at the october 1927 general
conference when he explained that theological instruction was being
shifted from weekly priesthood meetings to the sunday school

this plan was amplified the following month in instructions
from the council of the twelve and from the general superintendsuperin tend-
ency of the sunday school quorums or priesthood groups as such
would no longer meet weekly but only monthly to consider their
duties and assignments

the hours from ten to twelve sunday morning have been designated as
a most suitable time for the study of the gospel by all members of the
church both male and female it isis suggested therefore that all mem-
bers holding the priesthood meet at this time not as quorumsQuorums but as
members of the church sunday school in which classes will be organ-
ized to suit the age capacity and calling of each 10

youth age groupings were adjusted to coincide with priesthood divi-
sions three classes would serve all boys and girls of deacon teacher
and priest ages respectively with lessons prepared under the direction
of the presiding bishopric A new oneyearone year missionary training class
was created for twenty one year olds and those called on full time
missions the parents class for adults was renamed gospel doc-
trine and would study courses provided by the council of the
twelve and the first council of the seventy priesthood quorum and
sunday school officials were to cooperate in selecting class instruc-
tors who would be subject to sunday school regulations

sunday school superintendent david 0 mckay declared that
1928 marked a distinct epoch in the sevenseventyty nine year history of
sunday school because courses of study were now prescribed by the
general authorities departments were adapted to the needs of
priesthood quorumsquorums sunday morning was set apart as the best time
for gospel study for all members of the church and priesthood

melvinMelvimelvlnmeivinmelvinamelvinjnJJ ballard new priesthood MIA plan improvement era 31 julyouly 1928744 45

the church sunday school juvenile instructor 62 november 192762021192762021
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courses were now studied coeducationally he observed the sun-
day school takes its proper place as a helper as an aid to the priest-
hood 11

the priesthood MIA
even though the twelves official instructions concerning the

church sunday school recommended only monthly rather than
weekly priesthood meetings the general authorities notably the
presiding bishopric still felt the need of the weekly gatherings the
bishopric stressed the need for the training of all priesthood mem-
bers in the performance of their duties and for developing quorum
identity 12

the concept of holding these weekly priesthood activity meet-
ings in conjunction with the mutual improvement association was
developed during the opening weeks of 1928 and in march church
leaders announced the new priesthood MIA plan

president rudger clawson of the council of the twelve ex-
plainedplained by revelation the lord has indicated two great avenues
through which the priesthood of his church should function viz
in study and in activity therefore the duties of the priesthood bear-
ers would include studying the gospel in the appropriate class on
sunday mornings and also attending an activity meeting in con-
junction with the MIA on tuesday evenings at which time assign-
ments for priesthood service would be considered A separate weekly
priesthood meeting was thereby eliminated elder clawson urged
each stake to initiate the new plan as soon as possible we recog-
nize that the plans and work herewith submitted are comprehensive
and to some extent novel questions will naturally arise as they are
put into operation he promised that the general authorities
would be available to answer these questions and to confer with
stake leaders concerning their problems 13

the plan for tuesday evenings called for a forty five minute
business and instruction meeting for each priesthood quorum or
group within the ward during this same time the young ladies
departments would consider lessons related to the growth and de

ibid ppap 620 26 david 0 mckay the church sunday school its growth and com-
prehensiveness juvenileacttct instructor 63 ounejune 1928299 303 the new priesthood plan improvement
era 31 julyouly 1928792 94

presiding bishopric circular letter 21 october 1927
the priesthood MIA plan improvement era 31 april and july 19285l61928516 17 744 priest-

hood quorumsQuorums improvement era 32 october 19291036
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velopment of girlhood young womanhood and motherhood aft-
erwardsterwards the MIA would sponsor an hour long activity period for
all members each one going to the group to which he or she has
been assigned according to age groups and preference these activi-
ties would be social literary recreational etc 14

age groups for the young men were coordinated with the priest-
hood ordinations deacons would be scouts the new vanguardsVanguards
program was created for young men of teacher age M men would
include priests and unmarried elders similar programs were provided
for the girls with the seniors being renamed gleanerscleanersGleaners

the same persons were to direct both the priesthood meetings
and the MIA activity periods remember MIA officials pointed
out the best men should now be available for these positions as
they will give leadership to both groups 15

church leaders saw this plan as placing the MIA in its proper
role as an auxiliary to the priesthood we recognize that the priest-
hood is the very life of the church while the sunday school pro-
vided the setting for gospel study the MIA could help the priest-
hood in the leisure time field if we are yielding something
elder ballard commented it is to help keep the priesthood where it
belongs at the head of the procession 111616

revitalizing THE melchizedek priesthood
church leaders expressed their hopes for the melchizedek priestpriest-

hood in these words

for over a hundred years the lord has had in his church a
force for good but until recently part of this force the quorums of
the priesthood has been left unutilized the clarion call for the
present is to turn this potentiality into actuality 17

first melchizedek priesthood handbook 1928
in 1928 the church issued A guideorguideforGuiguldeordefor quorums of the melchize-

dek priesthood in his preface elder rudger clawson wrote

this guide contains suggestions for the promotion of the spirit of
brotherhood and of personal and quorum activity among those who

the priesthood MIA plan improvement era 31 april 1928517 19
ibid ppap 52425524 25
16handhookhandbook of the young mens and young womens mutual improvement associations salt lake city

general boards of the MIA 1928 ppap 22 24 ballard new priesthood MIA plan improvement era
31 july 1928744 45

in the realm of quorum activity published under the authority of the council of twelve apostles
salt lake city deseret book 1931 p 3

illlillii



hold the priesthood the essential thought being that by a simple but
definite organization for quorum activity the miscellaneous and scat-
tered undertakings of the priesthood may be concentrated and made
more effective for the good of the priesthood and the church 18

the guide may well be recognized as the churchschurche first melchize-
dek priesthood handbook its material was quoted repeatedly and ex-
tensivelyten sively in subsequent instructions and it became the foundation
for later handbooks when elder john A widtsoe compiled his
priesthood and church government a decade later he drew heavily from
this work

quorum objectives
in his preface to the guide elder clawson challenged priesthood

quorums to reach their potential

the priesthood of god on earth has been organized into quorums
for the mutual good of the members and for the advancement of the
church A quorum which meets merely to study lessons only partially
accomplishes its purposes the spirit of brotherhood should be the
directing force in all the plans and operations of the quorum if this
spirit be cultivated wisely and persistently no other organization will
become more attractive to the man who holds the priesthood

every quorum member should so thoroughly identify himself with
his quorum that it would become as it were a clearing house for all the
serious affairs of his life for example the spiritual labors of the priest-
hood such as ward teaching visiting the sick of service in the aux-
iliary associations should be reported to the quorum as the converging
point of his church activities 19

A main purpose of a quorum of the priesthood the guide as-
serted was to help every individual member of the quorum and his
family to attain a condition of thorough well being in body mind
and spirit every need of a man holding the priesthood should be the
concern of the quorum to which he belongs the handbook contin-
ued one great purpose of the priesthood quorum is to develop a

group of brethren who will care for each others welfare 3120112020

church leaders described the new era confronting the priest-
hood as characterized by greater activity they affirmed that

every quorum should have something to do that an idle quorum
is not only a useless but potentially a dangerous unit inin the priest

18aA Guigulguideforgurreguidedejordeforagrfor quorums of the melchizedek priesthood 1928 p 4

ibid ppap 3 4
ibid ppap 24 26
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hood it is vital to the priesthood that it be kept active to allow any
quorum to stagnate is to invite decay 21

in the same spirit elder clawson concluded if the quorums of the
priesthood are to achieve and maintain the high standard of effi-
ciency that is expected of them they must keep as their constant aim
service to their members and to the church 12212122

standing committees
A guide for quorums of the melchizedek priesthood outlined the

creation of four standing committees whose duties reflected priest-
hood concerns

1 the personal welfare committee was concerned with person-
al fitness spiritual intellectual and financial as well as physical and
with the individuals relationships to his family church country and
fel lowmen

2 the class instruction committee distributed lesson leaflets
and directed how courses of study were to be taught

3 the church service committee promoted ward teaching mis-
sionary work and other activity in church organizations it also en-
couragedcou raged instruction in performing ordinances

4 the miscellaneous activities committee gathered and com-
piled useful information planned social and athletic events and as-
sisted with transportation

this committee system of administering quorumsqu orums though
modified somewhat from time to time continued until 1964 when it
was supplemented by the home teaching program

strengthening THE AARONIC priesthood
the 1928 priesthood auxiliary movement continued the em-

phasis on improving aaronic priesthood programs and leadership
which had begun earlier during the decade church leaders devoted
considerable thought to how the aaronic priesthood should be
strengthened even further their attention focused on qualifications
for missionary service and on the various church organizations
working with the youth expanding on the concept of the priest-
hood MIA they realized that there should be and necessarily must

organizing the quorum for service improvement era 31 may 19286141928 1646146l4
12 council12council of the twelve circular letter 31 may 1930
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be correlation of the work of these various agencies to prepare
young men for missionary activity 33231123332523

aaronic priesthood correlation plan 1931
after extensive preparation the aaronic priesthood correlation

plan was introduced at a special meeting held 4 april 1931 in con-
junction with the general conference quorums would emphasize
performance of ordinances and other priesthood duties and would
provide for social and fraternal needs the sunday school would
teach gospel principles and ordinances church history and doctrine
programs of the young mens mutual improvement association
would provide proper application of gospel principles to personal
habits and conduct this would include the physical moral mental
social vocational recreational cultural as well as the spiritual di-
mensionsmen sions of the young mens lives seminaries were to provide week-
day formal education in the scriptures and church history 24

the above assignments did not represent a redefinition of the
roles of these church organizations but the contribution of the new
plan was to correlate the work of these agencies more completely
than ever before under the personal direction of the bishopric a

monthly ward correlation meeting coordinated the efforts of exec-
utives and teachers working with the boys in aaronic priesthood
quorumsquorums sunday school and YMMIA special attention was given
to leadership training and to involving the youth in planning and
directing their own activities 25more25 more importance was placed on the
men working directly with the youth church leaders reaffirmed that
the same outstanding individuals who served as leaders of the scouts
vanguardsVanguards and M men should also be the supervisors of the dea-
cons teachers and priests quorums respectively this consolidation
would not only bring desired correlation but would also expand the
influence of these key leaders the presiding bishopric had declared
there is no work required of those who hold the priesthood which

carries with it greater responsibility and greater opportunity for real
service than 112626training young men

the place of the Auxiliaauxiliariesfiestiesfias

under the new correlation plan each auxiliary was to have a

15 minutes of the aaronic priesthood convention 4 april 1931 p 3 church historical depart-
ment

ibid
ibid ppap 4 9 10

16 16aaronicaaronic priesthood activity improvement era 32 september 19299571929 957
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definite role to play elder george albert smith who served as YM-
MIA superintendent agreed

we have stressed sunday school we have stressed MIA and have
succeeded wonderfully but while we have been doing that in some in-
stances we have overlooked the fact that sunday school is but an aux-
iliary MIA is but an auxiliary of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints while priesthood is an essential part of the church some
priesthood leaders have felt that they did not have the cooperation of
the auxiliary workers and some of the auxiliary workers have thought
that the men in the priesthood were not interested in the auxiliaries
some who have majored in sunday school have apparently thought
that it was the most important and some MIA leaders have appeared
to be little concerned about the sunday school or the priesthood but
have been enthusiastic about MIA 27

elder melvin J ballard also a member of the YMMIA superin-
tendency wanted every boy to be active in scouting which is the
first stepping stone to bring him into the deacons quorum sim-
ilarly he saw sponsoring basketball as a means to a greater end the
emphasis on physical conditioning and on the teams being success-
ful should help the young man to put his life into such shape that
he can succeed 17281128372828

elaborating on the role of the auxiliaries president J reuben
clark jr urged that the MIA like other organizations should stress
building testimonies of the gospel so that the youth may live in
accordance with its lofty principles there were also other great
truths which should be taught he believed that the primary and
the MIA were particularly well suited to give spiritual instruction
in music art literature drama etc nevertheless president clark
concluded these cultural activities should be the handmaid of
righteousness and spirituality 29

OTHER activities correlated
the prime thrust of the priesthood auxiliary movement was to

coordinate more fully the programs of various agencies serving given
groups of latter day saints this spirit of correlation and consoli-
dation affected a variety of church activities

minutes of the aaronic priesthood convention 4 april 1931 p 6
28 28melvinmelvinmeivinmelvln J ballard aaronic priesthood correlation and the YMMIA improvement era 35

may 19324241932 424
29jJ reuben clarkdarkoark jr the place of the MIA inin the church programs improvement era 39

march 193613319361956 133153155 35
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the 1928 priesthood MIA program provided that genealogy
might be one of the electives for the adult department during the
MIA sponsored activity period on tuesday evenings by 1929 most
wards had opted for this alternative and were therefore able to elimi-
nate the formerly separate weekly genealogy meeting

similarly the priesthood auxiliary movements spirit of sim-
plifying church programs was seen in the decision to combine the
two MIA sponsored magazines since 1889 the young womenswomensjourjour-
nal had served the young ladies mutual improvement association
as its official organ in 1897 the improvement era replaced the contrib-
utor as the official publication of the young mens association As
the work of the two MIAs came more and more to be united the
idea of consolidating these two magazines gained popularity at the
1929june1929 june conference a storybook wedding dramatized the union of
the two publications the name improvement era was retained be-
cause it fit the two associations equally the first of the combined
issues appeared in november 1929 not only had the size been en-
larged but other improvements in format were made as well As
noted above the consolidation of these magazines had been proposed
as early as 1907 by the committee on adjustments

another of this committees recommendations was also carried
out during the year 1929 beginning in 1878 the primary associ-
ation provided religious training for boys and girls one afternoon
each week another program organized in 1890 to supplement secu-
lar instruction in public elementary schools was the religion class
this auxiliary usually met on thursday afternoons and stressed reli-
gious instruction while the primary met earlier in the week and fo-
cused on religious activity in 1929 the first presidency approved the
consolidation of these similar weekday programs for elementary
school children 30

difficulties IN THE priesthood AUXILIARY MOVEMENT

As has been seen the priesthood auxiliary movement inaugu-
rated in 1928 called for the elimination of separate priesthood meet-
ings quorum members were to study gospel doctrine in the
church sunday school priesthood activity meetings held in

conjunction with MIA on tuesday nights were to include dis-
cussion of quorum business and instruction in priesthood duties

first presidency circular letter 29 may 1929
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As early as 1929 church leaders acknowledged that even though
the sunday morning study program was functioning well the
tuesday evening activity meetings were not being conducted with

that degree of clearness and energy necessary to maintain interest
consequently priesthood meeting attendance declined from 21 in
1926 to 15.5155155 in 1928 5131 the presidents of many leading stakes
the presiding bishopric reported hoped that in the near future the
priesthood might again meet separately from the MIA concerned
about this decline in attendance the bishopric recommended return-
ing to the former pattern of holding priesthood meetings on sunday
morning in order to better train priesthood bearers and to build quo-
rum identity 32

adjusting priesthood meeting schedules

in 1930 the presiding bishopric authorized local leaders to sched-
ule priesthood meetings at whatever time would secure the best at-
tendance and activity and could remain unchanged throughout the
year specific options included holding these meetings tuesday night
with the MIA or on sunday mornings either in conjunction with or
apart from the sunday school 3533

A review of minute books from this period reveals that many
wards never made the shift to tuesday night in the first place and
that sunday morning continued to be the overwhelmingly preferred
priesthood meeting time

allowing more flexibility led to new problems many wards ex-
periencedperienced difficulties in scheduling priesthood meetings to elimi-
nate this confusion beginning in 1933195319351955 the general authorities di-
rected that priesthood business be conducted in the sunday school
class either before or following the lesson 5434 beginning in 1935 an-
other plan provided for half hour quorum business meetings and sep-
arate sessions for sisters to follow directly after the sunday school
lessons 35 A third modification in 1937 provided for twenty five min
ute aaronic priesthood and simultaneous girls sessions to precede
sunday school lessons and for melchizedek priesthood business to be
conducted in the gospel doctrine class 36 none of these variations

wpriesthoodpriesthood quorumsQuorums improvement era 32 october 19291036 40 statistics supplied by the
churchchu ch historical department

32presiding bishopric journal 11 march 1929 3 february 1930 church historical department
33 33priesthoodpriesthood quorumsQuorums improvement era 33 october 193019308168168l6
31 council of the twelve circular letter 31 january 1933

ibid351bid 10 september 1935
361bidibid 15 january 1937
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proved completely satisfactory and many wards ceased holding
priesthood meetings altogether

discontinuing the priesthood auxiliary movement
petitions from stakes to hold priesthood meetings before sunday

school continued in a steady stream by 11 may 1937 bishop syl-
vester Q cannon recommended to the first presidency that aaron-
ic priesthood meetings be held at a separate time from any other or-
ganization 1157113737 A committee representing the twelve presiding
bishopric and sunday school considered this matter during the fol-
lowing months A very thorough and extensive questionnaire cov-
ering every phase of the problem was sent to ward stake and quo-
rum leaders it disclosed an overwhelming sentiment in favor of a

separate meeting for the priesthood preferably scheduled near the
sunday school hour 38

the change was announced by the council of the twelve in a
circular letter in october 1937 A separate hour long quorum or
group meeting should be held each week just before or following
sunday school or on a weeknightweeknight additional monthly meetings
would be required only if a quorumsqu orums membership was divided
among two or more wards sunday school was shortened to ninety
minutes and assumed the pattern which would characterize its work
for many years 39

thus ended the priesthood auxiliary movement which for a

decade had sought to combine weekly priesthood meetings with
those of the sunday school and MIA introducing the 1937 an-
nouncementno elder john A widtsoe declared that the change was
in line with progress he affirmed that

the foundation of the church is its authoritative priesthood
the priesthood gives life to the church the progress of the
church depends upon the activity of the priesthood when the priest-
hood is active the church surges forward when inactive the church
creeps along

elder widtsoe declared that the priesthood quorums must be exam-
ples to all other organizations necessarily if a man must choose
between loyalty to his priesthood quorum and some other church

3presidingpresiding bishopric journal 18 february 1935 17 november 1936 11 may and 22 september
1937

38 38minutesminutes of the joint committee of the council of the twelve and first council of the seventy 5

october 1937 p 107 church historical department
39 council of the twelve circular letter 28 october 1937
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organization however good his duty is to the quorum elder wid
tsoeetsoe believed that priesthood quorums must assume preeminence inin
all church activities and so suggested the slogan the priesthood
quorum first 114040

notice how elder widtsoesWidtsoes language closely paralleled state-
ments made when the program was inaugurated ten years earlier
this is a classic illustration of how specific programs and activities
may change while basic principles and goals remain constant

contributions OF THE priesthood AUXILIARY MOVEMENT

although the priesthood auxiliary movement as such lasted
only ten years its achievements have continued to influence church
organizations and activities it focused attention on principles that
would later be reemphasized with the implementation of priesthood
correlation in the 1960s

the general authorities placed great stress on the primacy of
the priesthood inin church organization and function the auxiliaries
role as helps to the priesthood was reflected in the sunday schools
assuming responsibility for basic theological study and in the MIAs
being described as the activity arm of the priesthood the
churchschurche first melchizedek priesthood handbook sought to strength-
en quorums by defining their objectives emphasizing the vital im-
portance of activity and service stressing a spirit of brotherhood and
by outlining a more effective organization

the priesthood auxiliary movement also encouraged a con-
scious effort at simplifying church meetings and activities general
authorities declared that there must be but one unified program
serving any given group of latter day saints specific consolidations
that continued to benefit the church included shifting the formerly
separate weekly genealogy class to the MIA merging the youngkoung
womens journal with the improvement era and amalgamating the af-
ternoon programs of the religion class and primary the aaronic
priesthood correlation plan instituted monthly correlation meet-
ings to coordinate the efforts of all organizations working with the
youth unifying the age groupings in these organizations further fa-

cilitatedcilitatedcooperationcilita ted cooperation in fact the ideal was to have the same qualified
people serving a given youth group in both priesthood and auxiliary
capacities

john A widtsoeWidt soe the priesthood quorum comes first improvement era 40 december
19377601937 760

119



not all these goals were achieved during the 1930s but they
were not forgotten during later decades many have now been at-
tained As church leaders direct the unfolding of priesthood correla-
tion they can rely on experience gained during the relatively un-
known yet significant priesthood auxiliary movement
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notes and comments

LYMAN SHERMAN MAN OF GOD WOULDWOULDBEBE APOSTLE

lyndon W cook

anomalies in church history are interesting and generally merit
some attention the story of lyman sherman seems to be a case in
point sherman was chosen to fill a vacancy in the quorum of
twelve apostles but was never notified of his calling or ordained

lyman royal sherman son of elkanah sherman and asenath
hulbert was born 22 may 1804 in monkton addison county ver-
mont 1 As early as 1829 he moved to pomfret chautauqua county
new york where he married delcena deidamiadidamia johnson 16 january
1829 2 sherman as well as others of his wifescifes family was converted
to the church in pomfret by elders joseph B Brackenbrackenburyburybuly and ed-
mund durfee in january 1832 3 the shermanssheriansShermans moved to kirtlandKirrlandriand
ohio probably in june 1833 with mrs julia johnson and family

lyndon W cook a research historian teaches part time for the college of religious instruction at
brigham young university

family group sheet microfilm brigham young university library see also dean C jessee
the kirtland diary of wilford woodruff BYU studies 12 summer 197238219725821972 582382 joseph fielding

smiths essentials inin church history salt lake city deseret book 1971 p 587 has shermanssheriansShermans birth
place as salem massachusetts vital records of salem do notnot contain any record of sheriansshermansShermans birth
there see vital records of salem massachusetts to the end of the year 1849 vol ilII11 births salem the
essex institute 191811918 correspondence with the town clerk of monkton vermont also failed to bestabestab
lish shermanssheriansShermans birthplace but did verify the marriage of his parents on 7 december 1802 mrs C

burrittburntt town clerk of monkton to lyndon W cook 8 march 1977
marriagecarriage datedace isis found on family group sheet the couple had sixsix children delcena who re-

portedlyportedly was a plural wife of the prophet joseph smith later married almon W babbitt on 24 january
1846 and was sealed to sherman the same day she died inin utah on 21 october 1854 sherman isis listed
as a head of family on the 1830 new york census the county clerks office did not have any record of
shermanssheriansShermans owning land inin pomfret chautauqua county clerk to lyndon W cook 17 november
1977

sherman and his mother inin law julia hills johnson were apparently baptized first see benjamin
F johnson my lifes review independence mo zions printing & publishing co 194711947 p 12 see
also journal of joel H johnson typescript BYU library p 12 sheriansshermansShermans parents as well as others of
his family were batpizedbarpized inin may of 1832 by sylvester smith and gideon carter see journal of gideon
carter church archives church historical department salt lake city utah interestingly enough
both of lyman shermanssheriansShermans proselyting benefactors met untimely deaths brackenbury died inin pomfret in
1832 shortly after baptizing members of the johnson family ostensibly from the effects of poison
secretly administered to him by opposersopposers see joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of

lafferlatterlaffey vardayvur saints 17 vols ed B H roberts salt lake city deseret book 197011970 75247 524 hereaftercitedhereafter cited
as HC joel H johnson credited brackenburysBrackenburys death to blibilliousbilhous cholic see johnson journal p 12

durfee was murdered by a mob at green plains illinois 15 november 1845 see HC 752375257 525523 25 A

branch of the church was organized inin pomfret see journal of zebedee coltrin may 1833 p 414

church archives
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where they resided until 1838 4

in 1834 sherman joined zions camp and upon his return from
missouri was ordained a president of the original quorum of seven-
ty 28 february 1835 5 he was released from this position in april
1837 6

apparently an intimate friend of joseph smith sherman was one
of the first to learn of the principle of plural marriage benjamin F
johnson his brother in law noted sherman who was close to the
prophet learned in 18351185511835 that the ancient order of plural marriage
was again to be practiced by the church 1177

in april 1835 in a meeting called at shermanssheriansShermans home in kirtl-
and ohio for the purpose of giving patriarchal blessings to the
members of the family church patriarch joseph smith sr told ly-
man that he would help gather israel and that since his father had
passed away and thou hast no father god shall be thy father and
he shall comfort thee 8

the day after christmas 1835 sherman approached the prophet
joseph smith in kirtland and said 1 I have been wrought upon to
make known to you my feelings and desires and was promised that I1

should have a revelation which should make known my duty 9

the lords promise was fulfilled to sherman for joseph received a
revelation for him that very hour 10 the revelation said in part

verily thus saith the lord unto you my servant lyman your sins
are forgiven you because you have obeyed my voicevolcevoicevolce in coming up hith-
er this morning to receive counsel of him whom I1 have appointed

scesee johnson my lifes review p 15 sherman owned land inin kirtland as early as 1835 see deed
records geaughgeauga county ohio book 929 p 366 microfilm copy inin BYU library

yseesee joseph young organization of the seventy salt lake city deseret news steam printing estab-
lishmentlish ment 1878 p 4 seesec also HC 22032 205203 benjamin F johnson remembered sheriansshermansShermans assisting inin the
laying of the cornerstones of the kirtland temple inin july 1833 johnson my lifes review p 16

sherman isis not included however on george A smiths list seejournalsee journal history 23 july 1833
6hcHCjhc 24762 476 sometime after the quorum of seventy was organized members of both the high

priests and seventysseventys quorums began arguing as to who held the greater office when the discussion
turned into jealous debate the prophet called the seventy together for council after itit was assembled
he asked the newly organized quorum if any of their number had been ordained to the high priests
office previous to their ordination as seventies since five out of the seven presidents had pre-
viously been ordained high priests lyman sherman being one the prophet invited them to take their
places inin the high priests quorum again he thought that this was the best way to settle the diffi-
culty and remove all feelings without deciding the question as to which was the greatest young
organization of the seventy p 5 joseph young places the date of this change inin november 181835185535 not
april 1837 ibid the latter date isis correct see seventysSeventys book A p 18 church archives

benjamin F johnson to george S gibbs an interesting letter n p 1911 p 8

sMentsmentionmentionionlon of the april 1835 meeting as well as the patriarchal blessing to lyman sherman isis found
inin the journal of george W johnson typescript ppap 16 17 BYU library see also patriarchal blessing
file inin church archives

9hcHCjhc 23452 545345
doctrine and covenants section 108
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therefore let your soul be at rest concerning your spiritual stand-
ing and arise up and be more careful henceforth in observing your
vows which you have made and do make and you shall be blessed
with exceeding great blessings therefore strengthen thy brethren
in all your conversation in all your prayers in all your exhortations
and inin all your doings and behold and lo10 I1 am with you to bless you
and deliver you forever amen 11

shortly after receiving this revelation sherman participated with
those of his quorum in several meetings in the kirtland temple in
early 1836 wherein anointingsanointings and blessings were given to the breth-
ren 12 on 8 january 1837 he met with others in the kirtland
temple to worship after the sacrament had been administered el-
der sherman sung in the gift of tongues & proclaimed great & mar-
velous things while clothed upon by the power & spirit of god 13

on I11 october 1837 lyman sherman was called to replace jared
carter as a member of the high council in kirtland 14 where he
served until at least mid november of that year 15 he was also in-
cluded as a charter member of the kirtland safety society 16 but
there is no record of his ever holding any stock in that institution 17

after the prophets flight to missouri in early 1838 dissenters in
kirtland sought to use the printing office and materials to bolster
up a church organization opposed to the prophet 18 in an attempt
to curtail such action the printing office was set fire and destroyed 19

while church leaders in missouri presumed this act of arson to have
been perpetrated by the parrish party 20 it was lyman sherman
who started the fire to thwartjosephsthwart josephs enemies 21 he then moved to
missouri sometime prior to october 183185183822185822822 and was made a tempo

the revelation was first published in the deseret news on 10 july 18518522

12hcHC 2352 428
13jessee kirtland diary of wilford woodruff p 382

kirtland council minute book p 247 church archives hereafter cited as KCMB the
KCMB records shermanssheriansShermans being ordained an high priest and councillor on 2 october 1837 ibid
that he was ordained a high priest on this date must be an error

ibidoffidemmid p259p 259
16 latter16latterlafterlaffer day saints messenger and advocate 3 march 183746718371857 467

see marvin S hill C keith rooker and larry T wimmer the kirtland economy revisited
A market critique of sectarian economics BYU studies 17 summer 1977466 70 where a listing of
stockholders is found

johnson my lifes review ppap 29 30
ibid

10hcHO311
johnson my lifes review ppap 29 30
benjamin F johnson who arrived in far west missouri in october 1838 indicated that sher-

man was already there see johnson my lifes review p 3535.55 sheriansshermansShermans fifth child was born in far
west missouri 21 october 1838 see family group sheersheet available land records for caldwell coun-
ty do not reveal sheriansshermansShermans owning any land in that county
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rary member of the high council in far west on 13 december
1838 2311

lyman shermanssheriansShermans crowning call to become an apostle came
while the prophet and others were prisoners in liberty jail on 16

january 1839 joseph smith sidney rigdon and hyrum smith
wrote a letter to heber C kimball and brigham young instructing
them to get the twelve together and ordain such as have not
been ordained 112424 george A smith was chosen to replace thomas B
marsh and sherman was to replace orson hyde 2521

elder smith learned of his call in late january 1839 from don
carlos smith the prophets brother 26 lyman sherman however was
never notified while both heber C kimball and brigham young
knew of shermanssheriansShermans appointment well before his death they chose
not to tell him although no clear explanation was given for not
disclosing this highly important information it appears to be related
to the fact that sherman was suffering from his final illness when
brigham and heber learned of his call 27

while he is not included with the quorum of twelve apostles
in any official listing of general authorities of the church lyman
royal sherman is remembered for his faithfulness and testimony of
the restored gospel benjamin F johnson said of sherman he was
a man of great integrity a powerful preacher and by revelation was
called to the apostleship but died before receiving his ordination 2128112828

lyman sherman died in far west missouri in february 1839 29

21farfar west record p 175 church archives it isis not known when sherman left kirtlandkirdandkirland he
was planning on being absent from kirtland during the winter of1837of 18371857 38 see KCMB p 249

orson F whitney life ofheberof heber C kimball salt lake city kimball family 1888 p 238
journal of wilford woodruff 23 october 1859 church archives
george A smith my journal the instructor 82 march 19471191947 119ilg
heber C kimball records inin his journal on february 7thath 1839 1I accompanied brother brigbngang

ham to liberty to visit joseph and the brethren inin prison we stayed at liberty over night next
morning we were permitted to visit the prisoners and returned during the day february 818 to far
west when we left there far westawestjwest lyman sherman was somewhat unwell in a few days after our
return he died we did not notify him of his appointment journal of heber C kimball microfilm of
typescript wilford woodruff recording the substance of a meeting inin february 1859 wrote brother
heber cac1C kimball said joseph named G A smith to takecakerake the place of thomas B marsh and

lyman sherman was appointed to take the place of orson hyde but brother sherman was fakentaken was
very sick & died inin 3 days shortly after brother G A said when he heard of brother sheriansshermansShermans death
he thought his time would come soon brother kimball said itit was not the will of god for a man to
take brother hydes place journal of wilford woodruff 23 october 1859 wilford woodruff and
george A smith were ordained apostles on 26 april 1839 orson hyde whom sherman was to have
replaced was restored to his priesthood office inin june 1839 see reed durham jr and steve H
heath succession inin the church salt lake city bookcraft 1970 p 43

johnson my lifes review p 53
sheriansshermansShermans death date inin smith essentials p 587 isis inin error shermanssheriansShermans death probably occurred

around 15 february 1839 benjamin F johnson who was absent from far west learned of shermanssheriansShermans
death by I11 march 1839 see johnson my lifes review p 55555.
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book rereviewsviews

HART EDWARD L mormon in motion the life and journals of
james H hart 1825 1906 in england france and america provo
utah windsor books 1978 313 ppap 15.001500

reviewed by charles D tate jr professor of english at brigham young univer-
sity and editor of BYU studies

mormon in motion is most certainly a contribution to mormon
biography it is a vivid account of james H hart one of the early
saints who spent his life building the kingdom it is the second sig-
nificantnificant mormon biography to appear in 1978

but this book is different from the other significant biography
spencer Ww17 kimball in its accomplishment for church members this
second biography is a successful study written in spite of a rather
severe lack of materials where ed and andy kimball had more ma-
terials than they could possibly use plus a living subject to talk
with ed hart had only four small journals that covered but a small
part of the life of his grandfather because this is the kind of prob-
lem many of us face in writing of our forebearersforebearers mormon in motion
demonstrates how it can be done successfully too many biogra-
phies simply print the available journals with very little study or
interpretation or editing there is little attempt to set them in their
milieu or to fill in the subjects life before and after the period the
journals cover

in mormon in motion professor hart has done an admirable job
recognizing that the journals had to be the main part of his book
he has spent many years searching to gather everything available
about his grandfathers life before and after the years covered by the
journals even so the gaps in information of the life of james H
hart are significant especially in the later years professor hart sets
an example in his decision to treat the materials by subject rather
than by straight chronology some readers may find this treatment
disconcerting but even so what is important is the example and the
success achieved professor hart shows others how this common
problem of incomplete information can be handled his book was
not dashed off in a couple of weeks before a family reunion but was
a project of years of scholarly research and study though the major
part of the manuscript won the first prize award in the utah state
institute of fine arts competition for biography in 1973 it was
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some five years later before professor hart felt the manuscript was
suitable for publication

part II11 the journals is of course the best part of the book pro-
fessor hart has provided excellent explanatory notes throughout
when the journal entries are in french translation is provided but
the real fascination of the journals is not simply informational it is
the presentation of james H hart the real man who came through
trials of life more severe than most of us will ever face and emerged
with a steadfast faith that the lord was just and would set all seem-
ing injustices right there are numerous incidents of his great faith
and devotion he had an absolute faith in the brethren he truly sus-
tained those who were placed over him this is exemplified in his
record of the difficulty he had with his mission president to whom
he was first counsellor thsohs mission president was obviously in error
and in fact was very rude to the harts it was a most difficult time
for james H hart was married at the time and his wife was expect-
ing their first child yet as he wrote about the conflicts he main-
tained his position as a faithful latter day saint retaining his abso-
lute faith in the brethren remaining in his calling and serving the
lord even after his wife miscarried most probably from the emotion-
al complications of their situation totally trusting in the lords jus-
tice hart said after they had lost the baby all will be well p
88 and it was in time he and his three wives had ten children

mormon in motion presents james H hart as an exemplary repre-
sentativesenta tive of the mormon pioneer of the last half of the nineteenth
century especially in his blend of practicality and spirituality hart
was always ready to bear testimony to teach the gospel of jesus
christ and to baptize those who came believing he himself had
great faith he believed in miracles and expected them he often
scolded his companions for not having more faith for not anointing
their sick and for not healing them through the power of their faith
and priesthood but at the same time he was a man of great works
who often insisted on reasonable and logical explanations for things
that faith apparently did not explain

mormon in motion builds testimony one cannot read it without
being affected by the life of james H hart one who fought the
good fight and won his life inspires us all to fight harder to sacri-
fice more willingly and to build the kingdom wherever we may be

126



CANNING RAY C and BEVERLY BEETON eds the genteel
gentile letters of elizabeth cumminggumming 1857187 1858188788ibb salt lake city tan-
ner trust fund university of utah library 1977 ill ppap 1250125012.50

reviewed by eugene E campbell professor of history arat brigham young univer-
sitysi ty

this handsome book published in a limited edition is number
eight of the series utah the mormonscormonsMormons and the west which has
included such valuable works as elizabeth wood kanes twelve mor-
mon homes and annie clark tanners A mormon mother these let-
ters eighteen in number were written by elizabeth cumminggumming wife
of utahs first non mormon governor during the time that she ac-
companiedcompanied her husband alfred cumming and the elements of the
US army assigned to act as a aposseposseanosse comitatus to guarantee hihiss accept-
ance by the mormonscormons as brigham youngs successor in utah three
of the letters describe the trip from fort leavenworth to fort
bridger eleven were written from camp scott near burned out fort
bridger and the remaining four give her impressions of salt lake
city and the mormonscormons in the spring of 1858 filled with interesting
observations and details about the religion and people she encoun-
ters mrs cummings letters provide a fresh view of the utah expe-
dition her assertion that the winter months spent living in tents at
camp scott were the happiest and pleasantestpleasantest months of her life
while contemporary army diaries were filled with descriptions of the
cold miserable boring even desperate time they were experiencing
probably tells more about her character than the actual conditions
since her life to this point had not been unpleasant one must con-
clude that here was a woman who enjoyed challenges and new ad-
ventures and who was able to see the bright side of a difficult situa-
tion this buoyant attitude colors her descriptions of the landscape
her encounters with indians her attempts to entertain guests on hol-
idays with limited supplies and facilities and her observation of the
mormonscormons and their accomplishments in salt lake valley having
both the time and the inclination to write detailed descriptions and
observations elizabeth cumming produced letters that are a valuable
source of the womanscomans point of view

ever loyal to her husband alfred cumming elizabeth in her let-
ters portrays the new governor as the principal peacemaker and sug-
gests that he risked his life when he chose to follow thomas kanes
advice and enter salt lake city accompanied only by kane and mor-
mon guards she believed that her husband had accomplished all
alone what the peace commissioners were sent to achieve and she
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has valid reasons for her position certainly alfred cummings ef-
forts to apply the laws of the country and yet mollify the mormonscormons
and protect them in their constitutional rights in face of a bitter and
embarrassed army is a human drama that needs to be publicized

the wide page format of the book permits the extensive notes to
be printed in smaller type in a column paralleling the text of the
letters rather than at the bottom of the page or at the end of the
chapter this device ties the notes more closely to the text and al-
most demands that the reader study them unfortunately it detracts
from getting the continuity of the letters and gives the reader the
feeling that he is reading two different stories at the same time per-
haps it would be best to read the entire letter first and then to study
the notes and the letter in conjunction with each other

the authors have written an excellent introduction giving the
background of governor and mrs cumming and a survey of the
utah expedition they have also provided a substantial bibliography
and index as well as the copious notes based on such sources as cap-
tain goves utah Rpexpeditionedition lt marcysmarcas army life on the border and
the biography of wm stowell the captured mormon soldier who
supplied mrs cumming with much firsthand information about the
mormonscormons and their beliefs

in summary it is a beautiful book that should interest both the
scholar and the history buff and is a must for anyone who teaches
utah history
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