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the new publications
of the standard works 1979 1981

robert J matthews

introduction

in august 1979 the church ofjesus christ of latter day saints
published a new edition of the king james version of the bible its
ancient standard work in august 1981 the church then published
new editions of the book of mormon the doctrine and covenants
and the pearl of great price its three latter day standard works this
1981 edition marked the first change in format since 1920 for the
book of mormon and since 1921 for both the doctrine and covenants
and the pearl of great price it also marked the first major addition
to the doctrine and covenants since 1876 except the manifesto
added in 1908 and since 1902 to the pearl of great price except for
two temporary additions in 1976 several features make the publica-
tion of these new editions of the standard works a monumental event
inin the onward progress of the church

in order to view these new editions in their proper setting we
need to review briefly the reasons that first prompted publication of
this LDS edition of the bible and then led to the decision to improve
and update the other standard works

for many years throughout the church students of the scriptures
have wished for a bible that was cross referenced to the other stan-
dard works for the past forty years or so many church members
have used a bible published by cambridge university which was
known as the missionary edition because it contained a separate
ready reference and other notes supplied by the church as special
helps to missionaries however the footnotes cross references and
dictionary designed for the bible only were prepared by cambridge
press and were often found inadequate for LDS use the bible dic-
tionary was informative in many instances but having been prepared

robert J matthews is the dean of religious instruction at brigham young university

387



without the advantage of latter day revelation it lacked discussion of
many topics significant to latter day saints and also contained a
number of viewpoints that believers in the book of mormon doc-
trine and covenants and pearl of great price would recognize as in-
correct latter day saints have a basic tenet that the bible as great
and venerable as it is whether it be the kingjamesking james version or any
other version is not now as it originally was neither in completeness
nor clarity consequently church members have often desired a
bible that would bring together under one cover cross references
to other standard works explanatory footnotes excerpts from the
joseph smith translation and any other features that would aid the
latter day saint reader

an initial step by president harold B lee in october 1972
established a committee consisting of elders thomas S monson and
boyd K packer of the quorum of the twelve soon elder bruce R
mcconkie was appointed by the first presidency to the committee
elders marvin J ashton and howard W hunter also served for a
time this committee acting under the immediate direction of presi-
dent spencer W kimball who at the time was president of the
quorum of the twelve was given a charge to prepare bible study
aids that would assist members of the church in increasing their scrip-
tural knowledge and improving their gospel scholarship the com-
mitteesmittees official name is the scriptures publications committee and
the first presidency has charged it with the responsibility of oversee-
ing the editing and publication of all the standard works of the
church

when the committee began its work it was given no detailed list
of plans except a stipulation that the text of the kingkingjamesjames bible was
to be used without alteration the committee called on others for
technical assistance1assistanceassistances1 and worked to identify ways to produce an edi-
tion of the bible that latter day saints could use to maximum advan-
tage williamjameswilliamWillia mJamesjames mortimer then manager ofofdeseretdeseret book in salt
lake city and now director of printing services for the church was
appointed committee secretary in this capacity he also served as the
church business agent in the actual work of publishing the scriptures
subcommittees were formed assignments were made and the work

manywany were engaged in the production of these new editions of the standard works at one time at least
one hundred faculty and students at brigham young university were assigned various tasks many faculty
throughout the seminary and institute of religion systems were also involved it would be impossible to list all
who contributed and a partial list would be inadequate the principal laborers besides those mentioned in
the text of this article were ellis T rasmussen and robert C patch of the BYU religious instruction faculty
they were assisted by robert J matthews mention must be made also of the exceptional computer work of
steve howes and vicki barney hovik of BYU and of the excellent work of secretaries and typists without
which the project could not have been done
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commenced As materials were produced they were submitted to
the scriptures publications committee for review and periodically
cleared by the first presidency and the twelve

because cambridge university in great britain had the necessary
equipment and experienced personnel the page layout typesetting
proofreading and making of printing plates were done there the
cambridge technicians also developed a special easy to read type
style with short extenderstendersex which made it pleasing to the eye yet per-
mitted the lines to be placed quite close together thus saving space
since most of the books would be marketed in the US the majority
of the printing and binding was done in boston to save shipping
expense

in august 1979 seven years after the work commenced the LDS
edition of the king james version came from the press with the
following 1 new explanatory chapter headings 2 an extensive
598 page topical guide abbreviated TG in the new editions or
subject matter index with 3495 entries 3 over 600 excerpts from the
joseph smith translation of the bible abbreviated JST that greatly
illuminate passages of the king james version abbreviated KJV
4 cross references to all of the standard works 5 a 195 page bible

dictionary referenced BD with 1285 entries especially written for
latter day saint use 6 a simplified footnote system and 7 24 easy
to read maps with a gazetteer the topical guide bible dictionary a
section of joseph smith translation passages gazetteer and maps
form an 826 page appendix

the new footnotingfootnoting based upon verses rather than on chapters
employs a simplified numbering system beginningwithbeginning with a in each
verse former systems based on chapters rather than on verses often
extended to a long series of footnotes going all the way through the
alphabet and having to double the reference symbol as in aa

bb etc the former system offered a chain reference which the
new format does not but the simplicity of use when coupled with the
topical guide makes the new system preferable and the chain system
unnecessary

during the preparation of the bible study helps it became ap-
parent that ideally there should be new editions of the other standard
works since the improved chapter headings and the footnote and
cross referencing systems developed for the bible would
also benefit the other scriptures furthermore there were several
typographical errors and omissions in the latter day scriptures that
needed correction other clarifications and additions including new
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introductory material for each of the books of the triple combination
two new sections having to do with salvation for the dead maps for
the doctrine and covenants president wilford woodruffswoodruffe views
concerning the manifesto and a statement about the 1978 priesthood
revelation would likewise be beneficial for the best use of these scrip-
tures

the new editions virtually offer a comprehensive course of study
in the gospel of jesus christ and were designed for use by seminary
and institute students missionaries and the general membership of
the church however even an advanced scholar can benefit from the
chapter headings joseph smith translation entries alternate read-
ings from hebrew and greek easy to read reference system and oth-
er such features 2

THE BIBLE

the text of the new edition is the kingjameskingjames version in britain
known as the authorized version which is the official english
language bible of the church no modifications of any kind were
made in the text itself the additions being limited to extensive study
aids the cross references chapter headings footnotes topical
guide and bible dictionary are not official pronouncements of
church doctrine although the committees who prepared them en-
deavoreddeavored to be accurate

chapter headings
every chapter in the bible has an explanatory descriptive head-

ing written especially for this new edition to give the reader a preview
of the chapter usually with a doctrinal emphasis the headings are
interpretive and actually serve as a commentary to each chapter the
following example from genesis chapter 3 will illustrate this point
other editions of the bible have depicted the events of this chapter as

mans shameful fall and the serpent cursed headnotesheadnotes in the
missionary edition the new LDS edition reads

the serpent lucifer deceives eve she and then adam partake of
the fonforforbiddenhidden fruit her seed caristcarestchristchiist shall armisebruise the serpents
head role of woman andofmanundand ofmanodmanof man adam andaveandeveandedeeveeaf cast out ofodthethe gar
den of eden adam presides eve becomes the mother of all living

vlnavina fielding anderson church publishes first LDS edition of the bible ensign 9 october 1979
8 18
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toticaltopicalToloticalticarticaltihal guide and concordance
the topical guide and concordance is a major segment of the new

material consisting of 3495 entries at least 750 ofwhich are extensive
collections of scriptural statements with references from all of the
standard works this topical guide which is really a subject matter
index is a most useful instrument and in a unique way shows that the
four standard works teach the same doctrine thus effectively demon-
strating that they are witnesses for each other the alphabetical en-
tries are so constructed that in a matter of minutes any reader can
locate a number of passages from the standard works on almost any
gospel topic passages are given first from the old testament then
the new testament the book of mormon the doctrine and cove-
nants and then the pearl of great price

A committee of six persons prepared these materials which were
first published in 1977 as A topical guide to the scriptures of the
church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints this publication field
tested the materials and also allowed its many users to note errors and
omissions and thus improve its contents every copy contained a
detachable form which asked for readers suggestions to be sent to
the committee that volume was subsequently revised and published
in the new edition of the bible in 1979 as topical guide with
selected concordance and index

this guide is at once extensive yet simple in its construction for
example under the general topic of jesus christ there are nearly
1600 scriptures this large number of references would be unwieldly
were it not for the alphabetical arrangement of fifty eight subtopics
that provide a very definite selection of information from each of the
standard works

thethejosephTh eJosephjoseph smith translation
the new LDS edition of the bible retains the text of the king

james version throughout but augments it with more than 600 foot-
note passages from the joseph smith translation of the bible these
footnotes cite the reference to and reprint the text of the joseph
smith translation if it is not more than eight lines long excerpts
longer than eight lines are included in a seventeen page collection
beginning on page 797 of the appendix under the title joseph
smith translation excerpts too lengthy for inclusion in foot-
notes the book of moses and joseph smith matthew formerly
joseph smith I1 in the pearl of great price are also excerpts from

the joseph smith translation but since most users of the new LDS
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edition of the bible will also have a copy of the pearl of great price
footnotes to moses and joseph smith matthew are designated
by citation only

the joseph smith translation provides many items of clarifica-
tion as well as additional information and its contributions are usual-
ly doctrinal in nature entries range from short items consisting of
the correction of one word to long passages cifof hundreds of words

an example of a josephajoseph smith translation entry is found in con-
nection withjohnwitwith johnhJohn 41 3 the subject is baptism and the kingjamesking james
version reads

when therefore the lord knew how the phariseesPharisees had heard that jesus
made and baptized more disciples than john though jesus himself
baptized not but his disciples he leftleftjudeajudea

the foregoing passage leads one to conclude that jesus did not per-
sonally perform water baptisms the corresponding passage from the
joseph smith translation john 41 5 clearly affirms that he did

when therefore the phariseesPharis ees had heard thatjesusthat jesus made and baptized
more disciples than john they sought more diligently some means that
they might put him to death for many received john as a prophet but
they believed not onjesuson jesus now the lord knew this though he himself
baptized not so many as his disciples for he suffered them for an exam-
ple preferring one another and he leffleftleftjudeajudea

other passages remove contradictions clarify obscure or vague
statements correct erroneous conclusions and offer much informa-
tion not available from any other source the joseph smith transla-
tion is one of the major contributions of the prophet joseph smith
toward understanding the bible and it is an excellent study guide to
help readers obtain the true meaning and intention of many
passages

the bible dictionary
the new dictionary is based upon the cambridge dictionary that

appeared for many years in the missionary edition of the bible used in
the church but this dictionary has been improved in three major
ways 1 items considered by the committee either to be in error or
of insufficient value to be given space in the new dictionary were
omitted 2 items that were incomplete because they were based on
the bible alone were strengthened and complemented by latter day
revelation and also the teachings of the prophet joseph smith con-
tained in the history of the caunchchurch abbreviated HC in the new edi-
tions this includes entries on the fall zion arimurim and thummimThummim
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adam sacrifice and hundreds of others 3 new entries were added
that were basic to the gospel including discussions on such matters as
dispensation of the fulnessfalness of times aaronic priesthood melchizedek
priesthood the family and many others the changes in the new
dictionary are doctrinal rather than cultural or geographical it con-
tains a total of 1285 entries

alternate readings from hebrew and greek
even though the king james version is unchanged in the new

edition additional help is often needed because some of its passages
do not adequately reflect the hebrew and greek texts therefore
alternate readings developed by scholars at brigham young universi-
ty are provided in the footnotes to clarify obscure and obsolete terms
and to explain idiomatic phrases for example

I1

created gen 1111 is

shown inin the footnote to have the meanibeanimeaningng in hebrew of shaped
or fashioned the phrase multiply thy sorrow and thy concep-
tion gen 316 is shown to mean in hebrew increase thy discom-
fort and thy size ie in the condition and process of pregnancy
the phrase seek judgment isa 117 is shown to mean seek
justice and they judge not the fatherless isa 123 means
I1 I1 they do not do justice to the fatherless the phrase searchethsearcheth the
reins rev 223 is shown in the greek text to mean searchethsearcheth the

desires and thoughts the noisome sore rev 162 in
the greek is really a bad or evil sore instead ofofjohnsjohns looking
upon the scarlet woman with great admiration rev 176 the
footnote shows the meaning to be great astonishment although
such helps are found throughout the entire bible LDS readers will
probably most appreciate those in genesis isaiah and revelation
because the subject matter of these books has such a direct bearing on
the latter days

THE BOOK OF MORMON

preliminary pages
one of the significant additions of the 1981 edition of the book

of mormon is a one page introduction that briefly explains what the
book of mormon is this introduction declares that the crowning
event recorded in the book of mormon is the personal ministry of the
lord jesus christ among the nephitesNephites soon after his resurrection
also included is the prophetjosephprophet joseph smiths declaration that the book
of mormon is the most correct of any book on earth and the key-
stone of our religion and a man would get nearer to god by abiding
by its precepts than by any other book
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earlier editions of the book of mormon contained the testimo-
ny of three witnesses the testimony of eight witnesses and
an article bearing the caption origin of the book of mormon
these are also included in the new edition but the latter article has a
new title testimony of the prophet joseph smith one of the ef-
fects of this new caption is to create an impressive crescendo in the
testimonies of these special witnesses culminating in the testimony of
the prophet joseph smith who is the greatest witness

chapter headings
every chapter in the 1981 edition of the book of mormon has

been given a new descriptive interpretive and explanatory heading
for example the former heading to 2 nephi 3 read

lehi to his sonjosephson joseph A prophecy byjosephby joseph in egypt A choice seer
foretold the mission of moses hebrew anyandandnephitenephite scriptures

the new heading is more specific

joseph in egypt saw the nephitesNep hites inin vision he prophesied of ofjosephjoseph
smith the latter day seer of moses who would deliver israel and of
the coming forth of the book of mormon

another example showing the increase of detail in the new
headings is seen in 3 nephi 15 former heading

the law of moses supersededsupercededsuperceded the giver of the law fulfills the
law the sheep of anotherfoldanother fold

new heading

jesus announces that the law of moses isjuffiis fulfillediledaniledinin him the nephitesNep hites
are the other sheep ofwhom he spake in injerusalemjerusalem because of iniquity
the lords people in jerusalem do not know of the scattered sheep of
israel

the hundreds of new chapter headings constitute a kind of com-
mentary to the book of mormon

text corrections
throughout the various printingspaintingsprintings and editions of the book of

mormon beginning with the first english edition in 1830 there have
occurred some variations in the text most of these have been slight
and often have not seriously affected the meaning of the passage
however some have been significant enough to warrant correction

A researcher seeking to determine the original andandoror correct
text of the book of mormon has several advantages and source materi-
als of a kind that are not available to those seeking the original texts
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of the bible for one thing a sizeable portion of the original
manuscript of the book of mormon whichjosephwhich joseph smith dictated to
oliver cowdery and other scribes is extant and is housed in the ar-
chives of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints in salt lake
city it consists of 144 handwrittenhand written pages covering material roughly
from 1 nephi 2t62 to 2 nephi 1 alma 22 through 46 aandhd also parts of
the book ofofhelamanhelaman A complete copy of the original which is prin-
cipally but not entirely in the handwriting of oliver cowdery is also
extant and is generally referred to as the printers copy because it
was made to be used in setting the type for the first edition of the
book of mormon this manuscript is owned by the reorganized
church ofjesus christ of latter day saints RLDS and is housed in
missouri it consists of 466 pages and containscontains some slight variations
from the original dictated manuscript both of these documents have
been used for research by members of the LDS and RLDS churches

in addition to the original prepublication handwritten docu-
ments copies are also available of every printed edition of the book of
mormon those most notable for comparison of the text are the
1830 1837 1840 1852 1876 and 1920 editions the first three are
particularly valuable because they were printed during the lifetime of
the prophet joseph smith and some copies contain editorial notes by
him the title page to the third edition 1840 contains the state-
ment that it has been carefully revised by the translator

many of the variations in the text of the book of mormon consist
of unintentional departures by the typesetter of the first edition from
the handwritten manuscript while others are transcription errors by
oliver cowdery as he made the printers copy furthermore studies
show that some typographical errors have persisted in every edition of
the book of mormon and other variations have occurred in some but
not all of the many printed editions fortunately there have been
scholars who being aware of these variations have commented on
them in their formal papers and other publications 3 the 1981 edi-
tion has benefited from such research and has at least 265 corrections
of which about 100 are substantial enough to affect the meaning A
few significant items are as follows

1 nephi 132415241324 instead of plainness of the gospel the new
edition uses fulnessfalnessfulness of the gospel the original dictated manuscript

among these arejeffreyrare jeffrey R holland an analysis of selected changes in major editions of the book of
mormon 1830 1920 masters thesis brigham young university 1966 stanley R larson A study of
some textual variations in the book of mormon comparing the original and the printers manuscripts and
the 1830 the 1837 and the 1840 editions masters thesis brigham young university 1974 and richard
P howard restoration scriptures A study of their textual development independence mo herald
publishing house 1969
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says fulnessfalnessfulness the printers copy says plainness which was an
understandable human error because plain and plainness occur
several times in the same chapter and plainness is the topic of the
passage all subsequent editions have used plainness because of
the influence of the first printing the 1981 edition returned to the
original text because fulnessfalnessfulness seems to be consistent with the in-
tended meaning of the passage which is a declaration that many
plain and precious things have been taken out of the bible therefore
it no longer contains the fulnessfalness of the gospel message

1 nephi 192 instead of engraven upon those plates
slengravenSlenengraven upon those first plates is used the history of this
passage is the same as that of the previous entry that is the word in
the original text was dropped in the printers copy and all subse-
quent printingspaintingsprin tings have omitted it the passage isis more precise with the
wordfirstwordfirsfwordnanttfirst included on the basis of the original manuscript the word
first has been restored to the 1981 text

1 nephi 1923 the book of moses becomes the books of
moses the justification for this correction is that the original
manuscript uses the plural books the printers copy uses book
the correction is also reasonable and necessary since moses wrote
more than one book and the book of mormon itself speaks of the

five books of moses 1 nephi 551111

2nephi2272 nephi 227 instead of the great mediation the 1981 edi-
tion uses the great mediator this passage was obviously a reading
error by the typesetter the original manuscript is not extant the
printers manuscript reads mediator but the first and all subse-
quent editions have read mediation the sentence is grammatical-
ly more correct with mediator because it retains the parallel structure
that the choice for mankind is between christ the great mediator
and the devil this parallelism is weakened by the uses of the word

mediation correcting this passage is therefore of significance for
grammatical accuracy as well as doctrinal emphasis

2 nephi 306 instead of white and delightsome as in
most earlier editions the 1981 edition uses pure and delight-
some in reference to future lamanite generations the printers
copy says white unfortunately the remaining portion of the
original dictated manuscript does not include this scripture the
1830 and 1837 editions of the book of mormon based on the print-
ers copy also say white however the 1840 edition which was
I1 carefully4carefully revised by the prophet joseph smith uses pure in
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place of white all subsequent editions have reverted to white
probably because the 1852 edition the next after the 1840 was based
on the 1837 edition rather than on the 1840 in the process ofarrang-
ing the 1981 edition the committee presented all of the textual cor-
rectionsrections along with the reason for each proposed correction to the first
presidency and the twelve for approval the decision to use pure
in this passage was made not on the basis of the original manuscripts
as were most other cases but on the 1840 revision by the prophet

joseph smith and the judgment of the living prophets this correc-
tion does not negate the concept that future generations ofoflamaniteslamanitesLamanites
will become white but it removes the concept that one has to be
white to be delightsome to the lord

mosiah 2915291 him have I1 punished according to the law which
has been given is corrected to him have I1 punished according to
the crime which he has committed according to the law which has
been given although the original manuscript is not extant the
printers copy contains the whole passage as did the 1830 printing
however the 1837 and all subsequent printingspaintingsprintings have omitted ac-
cording to the crime which he has committed an omission of this
kind seems to have occurred because of the repetition of the words
I1 according to the the typesetters eye easily passing to the last in-
stance and not seeing the intervening words this phenomenon hap-
pens often enough that textual critics have given it a name homolohomoeo
archton meaning same beginnings or homoeoteleuton same
endings it is a problem to anyone copying extensive amounts of
material or to a printer setting type in this case mosiah 2915
material was omitted from the text by the typesetter although the
incomplete passage still makes sense the important detail that
punishment was measured according to the crime was lost in other
instances the same process was responsible for the loss of material that
was more vital to the meaning as the next example illustrates

alma 3230 chapter 32 contains alma s discourse comparing
faith in god to the sprouting of a seed and growth of a plant both
the original manuscript and the printers copy show that the printed
editions have omitted thirty five words from the latter part of verse 30
in the original the phrase sproutethsprou teth and beginnethbeginneth to grow occurs
three times in close proximity however the first printed edition
1830 retained only two of these phrases thus losing the rest of the

material all subsequent editions of the book of mormon have re-
flected the 1830 loss which is clearly the result of the typesetters
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mistaking the last phrase of the copy as the one he had just set
the thirty five words have now been restored to the 1981 text

and now behold will not this strengthen your faith yea it will
strengthen your faith for ye will say I1 know that this is a good seed
for behold it sproutethsprou teth and beginnethbeginneth to grow

the foregoing example is the most extensive restoration inin any
portion of the book of mormon and is necessary not only for textual
accuracy but also because the words are needed to complete the
thought expressed by alma that ones experience in the initial
growth of faith is a strengthening process toward even greater faith

alma 16516.5 instead of whether the 1981 text uses whither the
situation described in this passage is a time of war in which some
nephitesNephites have been taken captive by the lamanitesLamanites in the earlier
editions the chief captain over the nephite armies goes to alma the
high priest because alma has the spirit of prophecy and asks wheth-
er the lord would that they should go in search of their captive
brethren use of the word whether means to ask ifatheyytheythey should go or
not the original manuscript is not extant for this passage but the
printers copy uses the word whether as have all editions of the
printed book of mormon however the printers copy also contains a
correction that was made during work for the 1837 edition indicating
the word should be whither why this correction was not incor-
porated into the 1837 edition is not known it has now been included
in the 1981 edition the word whither of course means where not

if the proper sense of the passage therefore is where shall we go
to find our brethren that whither is the proper word is further
verified in the next verse in which alma tells them where to go to
rescue the prisoners

explanatory footnotes
in addition to cross references to all LDS scriptures the 1981 edi-

tion contains a number of explanatory or content footnotes these
occur occasionally to explain terms that seem to have a hebrew con-
nectionnection such as in 1 nephi 221010 in which lehi wishes his son lemuel
could be like a valley firm and steadfast and immovable in keep-
ing the commandments of the lord the footnote reads IE

like eziondzion geber the hebrew roots of which denote firmness and
strength or might of a man

when ishmael died he I1 was buried in the place which was called
nahomnahorn and his daughters did mourn exceedingly 1 nephi
1634 35 the footnote for the word nahom reads HEB probably
consolation from verb naham be sorry console oneoneselfseifself
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the quotations from isaiah contain many footnotes explaining
hebrew terms and comparative information with the joseph smith
translation and the book of mormon for example at 2 nephi 122
the following footnote occurs comparison with the king james
bible in english shows that there are differences in more than half of
the 433 verses of isaiah quoted in the book of mormon while about
200 verses have the same wording as KJV another footnote for 2

nephi 118 reads see the latter day saint edition of the king
james version of the bible for other notes and cross references on
these chapters from isaiah

pronouncing guide
at the conclusion of the 1981 edition of the book of mormon is a

new version of the pronouncing guide that suggests probable sounds
of the words from the book of mormon

index
an extensive index of 416 pages and nearly 2500 topics is placed

in the back portion of the triple combination for all three standard
works the headings are followed by separate paragraphs for refer-
ences from the book of mormon the doctrine and covenants and
the pearl of great price when any of the three books is published
separately it will contain its portion of the index one of the features
of this index is that it frequfreaufrequentlyentlyantly refers the readers to the topical guide
andor the bible dictionary for additional information

THE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

the new explanatory introduction to the doctrine and
covenants is designed 1 to inform the reader as to why a collection
of revelations like those contained in the doctrine and covenants ex-
ists 2 to present a short history of various printingspaintingsprintings 3 to present
the testimony of the twelve apostles of 1835 to the truth of the
book of doctrine and covenants and 4 to explain how this new
edition is different from earlier ones it closes with the explanation
that various errors have occurred and been perpetuated in previous
editions especially in dates and geographic place names given in the
historical portions of the headnotesheadnotes therefore some minor correc-
tions were in order in this 1981 edition

other special features of this edition include two new sections
137 and 138 material by president wilford woodruff about the

manifesto of 1890 and the first presidency statement about the
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priesthood revelation of 1978 there are also improved cross
references improved section headings new subject matter sum-
maries for each section and four maps showing major geographical
locations all of which help readers understand and rejoice in the
message the lord has given in the doctrine and covenants

corrections and additions were made when error had occurred or
when it seemed that fuller explanation was needed in the headnotesheadnotes
than had been given in previous editions considerable care was
given to assure accuracy most of the alterations were made in the
headnotesheadnotes changes in the text were basically limited to punctuation
see dac 7616 17 and a few deletions of unnecessary words see
dacd&c 78 it would not be feasible in a summary article such as this to
include every variant but we will present a few to show what has been
done we will also attempt to give the rationale behind the correc-
tions in the new edition 4

section headnotesHeadnotes
in the earlier editions of the doctrine and covenants the head

notes contained two types of material historical background and a
content summary these were printed all the way across the page
covering the space of two columns in the new edition the headnotesheadnotes
contain historical and background information only and still reach
across the entire page the content summaries are separated from the
history and placed at the top of the lefthandleft hand column consistent with
the format used in the chapter summaries of both the bible and the
book of mormon it thus places the content summary which is gen-
erally doctrinal in nature in a paragraph by itself in a more con-
spicuous position than formerly used

many of the historical background portions are significantly dif-
ferent from earlier headings A discussion of some of the headnotesheadnotes
and the reasons why they are different follows in the numerical order
of the sections

section 1 beginning with the 1921 edition the heading read
revelation given through joseph smith the prophet during a

special conference of elders of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter
day saints heldakheldatheld at hiram ohio november 1 1831 the 1981 edi-
tion omits the phrase ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints

information for corrections and additions was drawn from many sources the most significant of which
are robert J woodford the historical development of the doctrine and covenants phd diss
brigham young university 1974 and lyndon W cook prepublication manuscript for his book the revela-
tions odtheoftheof raetherke prophetjosephpropfetprophet joseph smith provo utah seventy s mission bookstore 1981 in addition many of
the faculty of religious instruction at BYU contributed individual items and made helpful suggestions
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when the church was organized on 6 april 1830 it was called
the church of christ see dacd&c 202011 as is evident from many early
documents including the title page of the book of commandments
printed in 1833 the complete title of the church as we know it to-
day was not revealed until 1838 see dacd&c 1153 4 therefore it
would be anachronistic to refer to the church in 1831 by a title it did
not receive until 1838 this minor but historically accurate adjust-
ment was also made in the headings of sections 21 22 and 102

section 2 former editions have read WORDS SPOKEN BY

MORONI the angel to tojosephjoseph smith the prophet the new edition
reads anA extract from the words 0of the angel moroni to joseph
smith the prophet since moroni spoke many more words than
those presented in section 2 this clarification seems appropriate

section 3 the former heading revelation given to joseph
smith the prophet at harmony pennsylvania july 1828 relating to
the loss of certain manuscripts of the first part of the book of mor-
mon is enlarged to read relating to the loss of 116
pages of manuscript translatedfromtranslated tromfrom thefirstpartrhethe first tartparttarr of the book of mor-
mon which was called the book ofoflehileailehileal

A similar clarification occurs in the heading to section 10 A
footnote to dacd&c 1042 explains the reason for the change in the
preface to the first edition of the book of mormon the prophet ex-
plained that the material in the 116 pages had been translated from a
portion of the plates called the book ofoflehilehilehliehl

section 11 this revelation was given throughjosephthrough joseph smith the
prophet to his brother hyrum and carries a date of may 1829 its
placement in the doctrine and covenants tends to suggest a time pri-
or to the restoration of the aaronic priesthood on 15 may 1829 sec-
tion 13 however in the history odtheof the church compiled from data
dictated or approved by the prophet the revelation to hyrum is
placed after the restoration of the aaronic priesthood 5 conse-
quentlyquent ly an explanatory note in the new edition indicates that sec-
tion 11 possibly was received after the restoration of the aaronic
priesthood

section 30 this is a revelation to david whitmer peter
whitmer jr and john whitmer the heading is essentially the
same in both the former and new editions for the date place and
recipients however the new edition adds the following histor-
ical comment originally this material was published as three

joseph smith jr history odtheoftheof rhethe church ofofjesusjerusjesus christ oflatterof lafreylatter day saints 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt
lake city deseret news 1932 51 13946139 46 hereafter cited as history odtheoftheof ramtherpm church

403



revelations it was combined into one section by the prophet for
the 1835 edition of the doctrine and covenants in the book
of commandments 183318351853185518331853 this material appears separately as chap-
ters 31 32 and 33

section 5434 the forepart of the heading is essentially unchanged
except for a comment that parley P pratt is an older brother to
orson pratt however at the end of the heading the new edition
adds this revelation was received in the peter whitmer sen
home 6

section 35 the former editions read

revelanongivenrevelation given to joseph smith the prophet and sidney rigdon
december1830december 1830 As a aprefacepreface to his record orthisofthisof thiothis revelation the prophet
wrote in december sivneysidneysierey rigdon came to inquire of the lord and
with him came edward parriPartipartridgefdgeidgeemye the latter was a pattern ofoffiietypiety and
one of the lords great men

the new edition alters this considerably

revelation given to joseph smith the prophet and sidney rigdon at or
nearnearfayetterayettefayetteragette new york december 18318300 at this time the proph-
et was engaged almost daily in making a translation of the bible the
translation was begun as early arjuneasjuneas iunejunelune 1830 and both oliver cowdery
andyjohnandjohnundand john whitmer had served as scribes since they had now been
called to other duties sidney rigdon was called by divine appointment
to serve as the prophets scribe in this work bersevezsedezsebenseverseverse20verse 20 asaAs a preface to
his record of this revelation the prophet wrote in december sidney
rigdon came promalfromfromlfrom ohio to inquire of the lord and with him came
edward partridge shortly after the anebalarrivalanival of these two brethren
thus spake the lord

in order to show the context of this revelation it seems necessary to
provide information about the work of translating the bible in which
the prophet was engaged furthermore since the revelation was to
sidney rigdon it seems appropriate to delete from the former head-
ing the reference to the character of edward partridge and include it
in the heading to section 36 which is a revelation to him

section 4543 the former heading declared that the first part of the
revelation was addressed to the elders of the church and the latter
part to the nations of the earth however a close reading of the
revelation suggests that the entire revelation is to the elders this is
handled accordingly in the 1981 edition the first part deals with

discourse by orson pratt 18 september 1859 journal ofdiscoursesof discourses 26 vols london latter day
saints book depot 1854 86 reprint ed 1967 7311
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matters of0f church polity the latterpartiatterlatter part contains a warning that the
elders are to give to the nations of the earth

section 49 this revelation was given to sidney rigdon parley P
pratt and leman copley about the religious group known as the
shaking quakers the new edition explains that the correct name of
the shakers was united society of believers in christs second ap-
pearing 7 it also adds useful information about some of the major
doctrinal concepts held by the shakers enabling the reader to better
understand certain statements in the revelation the new edition
thus adds the following to the heading

some of the beliefs of the shakers were that christs second coming had
already occurred and he jadbadhadfadfud appeared in the form of a woman ann
lee baptism by water was not considered essential the eating ofofporkpork
was spenisaenispecificallyfinallyfically forbidden and many did not eat any meat anandd a celi-
bate life was considered higher than marriage in prefacing this revela-
tion the prophet wrote in order to have a more perfect understand-
ing on the subject I1 inquired of the lord and received the following

when the reader has some idea of the beliefs of the shakers
he can see the intent of the revelation more clearly for instance
verses 5 10 have a strong emphasis on the facts thatjesusthat jesus is the son of
god and the savior of all the world and that he will come again to
earth verses 22 23 declare that when the savior comes he will not
come in the form of a woman neither of a man traveling on the
earth this precise information has direct bearing upon the shak-
ers doctrine for they believed jesus had already come as a woman
likewise verses 11 14 emphasize the ordinances of the gospel in-
cluding the necessity of baptism verses 15 17 speak against willful
celibacy verses 18 19 declare that the eating of meat is not forbidden
by the lord each of these declarations is directed at some aspect of
the shakers belief without a knowledge of those beliefs the reader
of this revelation might not see the significance of what the lord is

saying and the revelation would appear to be of general application
the background shows the revelation has specific intent

the new heading closes with this statement the revelation
refuted some of the basic concepts of the shaker group thetheadoretheaforeafore-
mentioned brethren took a copy of the revelation to the shaker com-
munity near cleveland ohio andreadisandreaditandreand reudreadreddaditit to them in its entirety but
it was rejected

the material concerning the shakers beliefs was obtained from milton V backmanbackmanjrjr of the BYU
religious instruction faculty and several written sources notably frederick william evans compendium of
the origin history principles rules andregulationsandregulations government and doctrines of the united society of
believers in christs secondappearingsecond appearing new york D appleton and co 1859
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two other items that clarify this revelation should also be noted
verse 18 reads and whosochoso forbiddethforbiddeth to abstain from meats that
man should not eat the same is not ordained of god the awkward
wording forbiddethforbiddeth to abstain has the same effect as a double
negative and could cause misunderstanding by seemingly saying that
the eating of meat is forbidden the obvious meaning of the passage
however is clear in verse 19 which states that the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the air are ordained for the use of man for food
and for raiment As an added clarification the new edition con-
tains a footnote for verse 18 as follows IE biddethbirdeth to abstain see
v 19 and gen 93 4

in verse 21 we find the statement and wo be unto man that
sheddeth blood or that wastethwasseth flesh and hath no need to this is
appended the corollary footnote that reads TG life sanctity of JST
gen 9911gligil11 and surely blood shall not be shed only for meat to save
your lives and the blood of every beast will I1 require at your hands

section 61 this revelation was given on the bank of the missouri
river at a place called mcllwainesmcilwainesMcllwainmciiwainMcIlwa ineses bend the new heading offers
several clarifications one of which corrects the earlier statement that
placed the revelation on the first day ofaodaofajourneyof a tourneyjourney on the missouri
river based on a study of the historical records 8 the new heading
states that the event took place on the third day of the journey
another helpful feature connected with this revelation is that the
map on page 297 of the new edition showing the missouri illinois
area locates McIlwamcllwainesmcilwainesMcllwainmciiwainineses bend the location of this site has been
generally unknown but through calculations made by modern schol-
ars from information in journals and diaries it has been located 9

section 72 this revelation has to do with the appointment of
the second bishop in the church the new edition explains that

this section is a compilation of two revelations received on the same
day verses 1 8 make known the calling of newernewelknewelnedelkK whitney as a
bishop he was then called and ordained after which verses 9 26
were received giving additional information as to a bishops
duties w

section 78 most students of church history are aware that sec-
tions 78 82 92 96 103 104 and 105 carried a number of code
names and words used to disguise the identity of the persons places

A sidney gilbert book of commandments laws and covenants book B library archives
historical department of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited
as church archives as cited in cook revelations of prophetjosephprophet joseph smith p 143

gmaxsmaxwaxmax parkin and lyndon cook as cited in cook revelations of prophetjosephprophet jasephjoseph smith p 143
thelothe clarification for this division comes from the kirtland revelation book church archives

ppap 13 15
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and concepts referred to the original drafts of these revelations did
not contain these code words but used rather the real names of the
persons and places these code words began with the 1835 edition of
the doctrine and covenants however many readers have not
understood why these unusual names were used some have sup-
posed they represented a divine or revealed name of the persons and
perhaps pertained to a past or future existence this evidently was
not the case the code names were used in 1835 so as not to expose to
the enemies of the church the identity of the persons places or con-
cepts the 1876 edition of the doctrine and covenants printed the
real names in brackets after the code words this practice was con-
tinued until the 1981 edition since there exists no present need to
have the code names the 1981 edition uses only the names in the
original manuscript this procedure is explained in the new head-
note to sections 78 and 82

section 82 has some additional interesting factors requiring
further discussion prepublication handwritten manuscripts are
available for all of the revelations containing code words except for
section 82 since the printed editions of section 82 have four code
names not found in the other sections the people to whom they refer
remained unidentified even in the new 1981 edition this is ex-
plained in a footnote to verse 11 alam was probably edward par-
tridge see HC 1363 the other unusual names in this verse are not
identifiable at this time although some current scholars attempted
to identify the three remaining persons referred to in the unusual
names mahalaleel harah and shalemanassehShalemanasseh there was not a con-
sensus and it seemed best therefore not to identify these code words
in the new edition

much of what we know about the origin of the unusual names
was given in an article by elder orson pratt longtime church histori-
an and a member of the twelve he explained the circumstances that
gave rise to the names and he also identified some of the persons
but he was writing from memory and made some errors I111I1 some of
the words such as badrakbaurak ale formerly in dacd&c 10516 and baneemy
in 10527 have hebrew origins

section 86 this revelation clarifies some aspects of the parable
of the wheat and the tares contained in matthew 13 the former
heading read revelation given throughjosephthrough josepajoseph smith the proph-
et at kirtland ohio december 6 1832

9 the new heading adds

discourse by orson pratt 16 august 1873 journaljournalofdiscoursesofdiscoursesofDiscourses 16156 see also orson pratt the
seer 1853 54 reprint ed salt lake city eugene wagner nd ppap 227 29
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by way of explanation this revelation was received while the
prophet was reviewing and editing the manuscript of the translation
of the bible

there are interesting historical items that contribute to the
foregoing statement the prophethadprophetProphethadhad already completed the trans-
lation of the new testament by march 1832 eight months before he
received the revelation recorded as section 86 in his initial transla-
tion the prophet did not alter matthew 1330 which in the king
james version places the gathering of the tares before the gathering
of the wheat however the joseph smith translation manuscript has
a note pinned over the passage making the proper correction that the
wheat is gathered first this corresponds with the sequence given in
dacd&c 867 this correction apparently was added on 6 december 1832
while the prophet was reviewing the manuscript for publication
although this entire review was not completed until july 1833 12

in december the prophet was working with matthew 13
A note in the prophet s journal for 6 december 1832 reads

december 6 translating and received a revelation explaining the
parable of the wheat and the tares etc 13 the activity referred to by
the prophet apparently has reference to his review of the bible manu-
script this example is an illustration that during the process of the
bible translation the prophet received light and inspiration not only
correcting errors that had crept into the bible but also providing addi-
tional information in this case section 86 not only corrects a biblical
error but also interprets the parable in terms of latter day fulfillment
this revelation also demonstrates the close relationship that existed
between the translation of the bible and the reception of many reve-
lations now contained in the doctrine and covenants

section 87 the former editions have the following headnote
revelation AND PROPHECY ON WAR given throughjosephthrough joseph smith

the prophet december25december25 1832185278527832 the new edition adds the follow-
ing this section was received at a time when the brethren were
reflecting and reasoning upon african slavery on the american conti-
nent and the slavery of the children of men throughout the world
this information is attributed to president brigham young 14

section 88 the earlier heading read revelation given
throughjosephthrough joseph smith the prophet at kirtland ohio december 27

1832 designated by the prophet the olive leaf it has been

history odtheof rhethe church 1324
joseph smithjournalsmith journal 6 december 1832 church archives we are indebted to stephen knecht for

insight on the situationsituation
14 discourse by brigham young 20 may 1860 journal ofdiscoursesof Discourses 858
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enlarged in the 1981 edition to read it was designated by the
prophet as the olive leaf pluckedfromplucked tromfrom the tree of paradise
the lords message of peace to us it appears from the historical
records thatportionstharthattrat portions of this revelation were receivedonreceivedreceiveyondonon december 27
and 28 1832 andjanuaryand January 3 1833 15

section 89 the heading in former editions read revelation
given through joseph smith the prophet at kirtland ohio febr-
uary 27 1833 known as the word of wisdomlVismomdomsom the 1981 edition
adds the following background information As a consequenceofconsequence of
the early brethren using tobacco in their meetings the prophet was
led to ponder upon the matter consequently he inquired of the lord
concerning it this revelation known as the word of wisdom was
thereaulttheresultfhethefae result the first three verses were originally written as an inspired
introduction and description by the prophet

when the word of wisdom was first printed originally as a sep-
arate tract and later in the 1835 edition of the doctrine and cove-
nants the material now contained in verses 1 3 consisted of a para-
graph that was not part of the text it became a regular part of the
text in the 1921 edition

section 99 this revelation to john murdock was placed in its
present sequence in the 1876 edition of the doctrine and covenants
at that time and in subsequent editions the heading has listed the
date as august 1833 however there is considerable evidence that
this date is incorrect brother murdocks own journal the kirtland
revelation book and the editions of the doctrine and covenants
previous to 1876 all give the date as august 1832 16 the earlier date
is certainly correct especially as determined from the journal and its
sequence of events therefore the new edition gives the proper date
and adds this explanation although editions of the doctrine and
covenants beginning with 1876 have listed this revelation as kirt-
land august 1833 earlier editions and other historical records certify
to the proper information the error of dating in the 1876 edition
has caused this section to be placed out ofproper chronological order
it should properly be between sections 83 and 84

section 102 the headings in the former editions of this section
have read MINUTES of thrhethee organization of the first high cocounciluncil of
the church ofofjesusjesus chiistchrist of latter day saints at kirtland ohio
february 17 1834 the 1981 edition contains several significant
differences to avoid an anachronistic reference to the present name

5 Woodfordwoodfbrdwoodfard historical development of the doctrine and covenants ppap 1127 28
cook16cook revelations ofprophetjosephof prophet joseph smith p 201
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of the church the words the church are used instead of the complete
title see discussion of section 1

other additions in the headnote include the following the
orioiioiforiginalginal minutes were recorded by elders oliver cowdery and orson
hyde two days later the minutes were corrected by the prophet
read to the high council and accepted by the council verseyversesverses3030 32
having to do with the council of the twelve apostles were added by

the prophet josephposeloseph smith in 183518557855 when he prepared this section for
publication in the doctrine and covenants this addition was ap-
propriateprop riate and necessary since the council of the twelve was organized
in march 1835 a year after the kirtland high council came into be-
ing and a clarification between the two was needed

section 107 this extensive revelation on priesthood is dated in
the 1921 edition as 28 march 1835 however it is clear that not all of
the section was received on that day the 1981 edition adds this ex-
planation although portions of this section were received on the
date named the historical records affirm that various parts were
received at sundry times some as early as november 18311831

the records referred to tell us that when first published in the
1835 edition of the doctrine and covenants this revelation was sec-
tion III111ili and captioned on priesthood with no date given later
the 1876 edition was prepared by elder orson pratt and he placed
this revelation as section CVII with the explanation raerafforeparttheforepartthe fore tartparttarr or
firstfiftyfirst fittyfifty eight verses being given march 28th 18351855 the other items
were revealed at sundry times since the entire document appeared
in the 1835 edition the sundry times spoken of by elder pratt had
to have been earlier than 28 march 1835

the material now in verses 59 100 is in the kirtland revelation
book which states that this material was revealed in november
1831 this information clarifies dacd&c 10758 which refers to an
earlier but unspecified revelation on church government likewise
verse 93 which speaks of a vision showing the order of the sev-
enty also seems to refer to an earlier revelation there are other
evidences that parts of section 107 were received earlier than the
traditional date for example verses 53 55 occur verbatim in a bless-
ing given by the prophet to his father on 18 december 1833 sixteen
months before the popular date given for section 107

the realization that section 107 is a compilation of revelations
rather than a single one received on 28 march 1835 is historically
quite helpful to understanding the doctrine and covenants it says
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something about how revelation comes and how it is used and indi-
cates that the prophet received some revelations earlier than the date
under which they appear formally in the doctrine and covenants

section 108 this revelation is directed through the prophet
joseph smith to lyman sherman the former editions of the doc-
trine and covenants have not presented enough background material
in the heading to enable the reader to understand the content of the
revelation correctly consequently there has been some misunder-
standing concerning it former editions have interpreted the revela-
tion as a promise to brother sherman that he would be ordained to
the office of elder see the heading to the 1921 and subsequent print
ings however sincesince brother sherman was already a seventy and a
high priest at the time of the revelation some additional background
is needed

on 26 december 1835 lyman sherman came to the prophet
and said he was wrought upon and troubled and desired a revela-
tion through the prophet as to his shermanssheriansShermans duties 17 just what
was bothering him is not specified

the direction in dacd&c 1082 4 26 december 1835 is that
brother sherman should let his soul be at rest concerning your
spiritual standing and that he would be remembered with the first
of mine elders whom I1 have chosen this is not intended to mean
an ordination to the office of elder in the melchizedek priesthood as
the 1921 edition states since he was already a high priest but seems
to mean something like you shall be one of the first leading
elders in the church etc in 1837 he was released from the office of
seventy since at that time high priests could not be seventies and
was subsequently called as a member of the twelve 16 january 18183918593 9
but died february 1839 before he was ordained the headnote and
content summary to this section in the new edition of the doctrine
and covenants are worded in a manner to guide the reader toward a
proper context and interpretation this section is a clear example of
the need for adequate background information if we are to under-
stand correctly

section 119 this section presents a revelation that was given to
the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith at far west missouri on 8 july 1839 ear-
lier in the church the united order had been practiced wherein
those who belonged to the order deeded their entire property to the

17 17historyhistory odtheof taetherae church 2345
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church due to severe persecution and the failure ofmany to comply
with the requirements of the order this procedure was changed by
revelation and a system of tithing instituted the revelation known as
section 119 was given in response to the prophets supplication 0
lord show unto thy servants how much thou requirerequiresst of the proper-
ties oathyofthyof rhythyrby people for a tithing without knowing this background
one could easily misunderstand the revelation the word tithing
itself means a tenth however the prophet was not asking the lord
simply to show him how much a tenth was in the transition from the
united order there needed to be some guidelines furthermore it is
evident that the word tithing as used in the earlier revelations and as
commonly spoken of by the brethren was not limited to a tenth but
it was a more inclusive term covering all contributions and consecra-
tions of property thus in the 1981 edition the following is added to
the headnote

the law of tithing as understood today had not been given to the
church previous to this revelation the term tithing in the prayer
just quotedandinquotequotedsandindandinundand in previous revelations 6423 85383 9711 had meant
not just one tenth but all freewill ooooffofferingsmingseings or contributions to the
churchchurchfundsfunds the lord hadpreviouslypadhadpav previously given to the church the law of
consecration andstewardshipand stewardship ofofpropertyproperty which members chiefly the
leading elders entered into by a covenant that was to be everlasting
because ofoffadureoffafailuremureduremune on the part of many to abide by this covenant the
lord withdrew it for a time and gave instead the law of tithing to the
whole church the prophet asked the lord how much of theirpropertytheir property
he requiredrequiredforfor sacredpurposessacred purposes the answer was this revelation

not only is the clarification valuable to understanding this sec-
tion but it also enables us to get the proper insight to a previous
revelation known as section 64 in which is found the statement he
that is tithedpithed shall not be burned at the lords coming dacd&c 6423
when we understand what tithing meant in that day 1831 wecanbecanwe can
appreciate that it is not a mere ten percent that guarantees protection
against the fire the true sense of the revelation is that he who is
wholly consecrated and dedicated shall not be burned As a footnote
to 6423 the new edition tells the reader to see note on tithing in
heading to section 119 having this background information is
essential to gaining a correct understanding of both section 64 and
section 119

section 120 since the 1921 edition the date of this section has
been unintentionally given the incorrect date of 18 july it has now
been corrected to read 8 july which the prepublication records show
to be the correct date it being the same day as for section 119
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section 129 this section presents three grand keys by which
the correct nature of ministering angels and spirits may be distin-
guishedguished in earlier editions of the doctrine and covenants this sec-
tion was described as a revelation given to tojosephjoseph smith the prophet
on february 9 1843 conveying the impression that it was on this

date the prophet himself learned of these keys however there is
documentary evidence he had given a similar explanation to the first
presidency and the twelve on 27 june 1839 18 the written source
used for the doctrine and covenants was from a later occasion 1843
on which the prophet explained the same concepts and on which his
scribe william clayton recorded it thus the material now identi-
fied as section 129 although the product of revelation was not a
new revelation received in 1843 we do not know when the prophet
first received this knowledge but we know that it was at least by
27 june 1839 accordingly the headnote to the 1981 edition reads

instructions given byjosephby josethjosephjosfph smith february 9 1843 rather
than revelation given to joseph smith february 9 1843
this is an important matter for it contributes to the accuracy of the
new edition and relieves the awkward inference that the prophet him-
self did not receive the keys to angelic identification until late in his
ministry after most of the heavenly ministrantsministrants had already appeared
to him

section 132 the information contained in dacd&c 132 was re-
corded on 12 july 1843 to meet a spspecificecific need but the principle of
plurality of wives which constitutes a major portion of the section
was known to the prophet long before this date therefore the new
edition adds the following explanation although the revelation
was recorded inin 1843 it is evidentfromevident tromfrom the historical records that the
doctrine andprinciplesundand principles involveinvolved dendinvenin this revelation had jeenbeenfeenbe en known by

the prophet since 1831 this is an important clarification relative to
the time period in which the laws governing the plurality of wives
were revealed to the prophet among the historical evidence for the
earlier time period is a signed report written by elder orson pratt
in 1878 and published in the millennial star in it he affirms his per-
sonal knowledge that the prophet received a revelation on the matter
in the fall of 1831 19 A second piece of evidence comes from an ad-
dress by elder joseph F smith delivered in salt lake city on 7 july
1878 in which he gives 1832 as the time of the revelation 20

cook18cook revelations of prophetjosephprophet joseph smith ppap 286 87

19report19 report of elders orson pratt and joseph F smith millennialmillennialstarstatstar 40 9 december 1878 788
discourse by joseph F smith 7 july 1878 journaljournalofdiscoursesofdiscourses 2029
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sections 131377 138 these two sections are new to the doctrine
and covenants with the 1981 edition both documents are known to
church historians and members and have been published in church
literature they were first made part of the standard works by the
sustaining action of the general conference of 3 april 1976 and were
published as an insert to the pearl of great price they were then
transferred to the doctrine and covenants in the 1981 edition sec-
tion 137 is a record of a vision of the celestial kingdom given to the
prophet joseph smith at kirtland ohio 21 january 1836 sec-
tion 138 is an account of a vision of the saviors ministry in the world
of spirits given to presidentpresidentiosephjoseph F smith 3 october 1918 both of
these documents are fundamental to the doctrine of salvation for the
dead and are therefore invaluable additions to the doctrine and cov-
enants especially at this time when genealogical research temple
building and ordinance work for the living and the dead are reaching
unprecedented activity

supplement to official declaration 1 official declara-
tion 1 the manifesto has been published as part of the doctrine
and covenants since 1908 and remains unchanged in the new edi-
tion however there have now been added excerpts from three
addresses by president wilford woodruff regarding the mani-
festo which give detailed explanation as to why the manifesto was
issued president woodruff tells of the role of the president of the
church and of the revelations which he himself had received leading
to the discontinuance of plural marriage this material from presi-
dent woodruff has been published previously but this is the first
time it has appeared in a standard work

official declaration 2 in june 1978 the first presidency an-
nounced that a revelation had been received by president spencer W
kimball extending priesthood and temple blessings to all worthy
male members of the church the first presidency subsequently sent
a letter to the leaders of the church throughout the world informing
them of this revelation official declaration 2 consists of 1 an in-
troductory statement 2 the letter and 3 a concluding note to the
effect that the letter was unanimously sustained by the vote of the
general conference on 30 september 1978 as the word and will of
the lord

maps the 1981 edition of the doctrine and covenants isis the
first to contain maps showing significant locations having to do with
the rise of the church in this dispensation not every place men-
tioned in the doctrine and covenants is shown but the four maps
make it possible to locate the most significant cities rivers and other
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sites having to do with the contents of the doctrine and covenants
these maps were specially prepared by the department of geography
at BYU for publication in the new edition

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

the introductory note provided in the new edition of the
pearl of great price gives a short background of the various editions of
that book since the first collection was published in liverpool
england in 1818515 1 by elder franklin D richards the introduction
also provides a brief statement about the present contents each of
the various portions of the pearl of great price except the articles of
faith has been given subject matter chapter headings whereas earli-
er editions had only headings with limited content only thirteen
changes were made in the text of the pearl of great price about
twentyfivetwenty five corrections and additions were made for clarity in the
former headings

selectionsfromselections tromfrom the book of moses the moses material has had
various titles since it was first printed in the pearl great price in 1818515 1

at that time the moses material was fragmentary and contained no
unifying title or identification as to source in the 1878 second edi-
tion of the pearl of great price elder orson pratt enlarged the con-
tent of moses and added the title visions of moses to the introduc-
tory part and writings of moses to the remaining part the 1902
edition arranged the materials in eight chapters and labeled it book
of moses dr james E talmage later to become a member of the
quorum of the twelve prepared this edition on assignment from the
first presidency the new 1981 edition designates the moses material
as selections from the book of moses with the subheading anA
extract from the translation of the bible as revealed to joseph smith
the prophet june 1930 february 1831 this is an appropriate
heading because it identifies the source and the date as well as indi-
cating that this is not all of moses writing

another feature of note is the correction of the dates at the
beginning of each of the chapters of moses the dates when the ma-
terials were revealed to the prophet joseph recently became available
when the RLDS history commission kindly made the original manu-
script ofjosephofjoseph smiths translation of the bible available for research
since the book of moses is an excerpt from the prophets translation
of the bible the availability of the manuscript is very helpful for
many reasons one being that it contains several dates which when
placed with known dates and events in church history add to our
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knowledge of the time frame when the moses material was revealed to
the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith the new edition states that chapter 1 was
received in june 1830 which was correctly given in earlier editions
however chapters 2 5 were received by joseph smith from june to
october 1830 several months earlier than former editions had in-
dicateddicated part of chapter 6 was revealed in november 1830 rather than
in december as was formerly thought the date of chapter 7 was un-
changed since december 1830 is correct the date of chapter 8
which was given as december 1830 in previous editions is now
known to have been february 18311831851 having the correct dates permits
students to obtain a historical insight as to when the various portions
of the moses material were revealed to joseph smith it also helps to
establish a doctrinal relationship between the book of moses and the
revelations published in the doctrine and covenants which were
received during the same period of time june 1830 february 1831

the book ofabrahamof abraham through the variouss printingspaintingsprintings and edi-
tions of the book of abraham the clarity of the facsimilies has
deteriorated becoming less distinct and consequently less accurate
the new edition uses photoprintsphotoprints of the facsimilies as they occurred in
the first printing of the abraham material in the times and seasons
in 1842 21

A significant textual correction was made in abraham 1133 which
formerly read the first man who is adam our first father the
1981 edition reads the first man who is adam or first father
this change was made on the basis of a manuscript in the LDS church
historical archives which records abraham 1 clearly with the word or
rather than our for this passage the printing history of this verse is as
follows it was first printed in the times andseasonsand seasons of 1 march 1842
where it reads the same as the manuscript or first father 22 this
same text was continued in the first edition of the pearl of great
price july 18511851 and also in the 1878 and 1888 editions in the 1902
edition the text was changed to read our first father all subse-
quent editions of the pearl of great price have followed the text of
the 1902 edition the 1981 edition restores the earlier reading

piemiiwritingsViitings of ofjosephjoseph smith another significant format change
in the 1981 edition was to remove the caption writings of joseph
smith from matthew 24 and the joseph smith history formerly
joseph smith 1 and 2 this caption was a little misleading for these
items are not substantially different from other writings of joseph

21 times and seasons 3 1 and 15 march and 16 may 1842 703 720 21 783
22ibidibid 3 1 march 1842 704
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smith the matthew material is now appropriately labeled joseph
smith matthew with the subheading an extractfromextract tromfrom the trans-
lation of the bible as revealed to joseph smith the prophet in 18318311
matthew 2339 and chapter 24 it is abbreviated in the footnotes
of the new editions asasjsasasJS M

A correction of verse 8 was made by adding the words and shall
hate one another to the end of the verse this phrase has been miss-
ing in publications of the pearl of great price since 1818515 1 the correc-
tions were made on the basis of the original manuscript of thejosephththe eJosephjoseph
smith translation 23

A correction of verse 30 was made so it reads the love of men
in place of the love of many this correction was also made on the
basis of the original manuscript of the joseph smith translation24translation24 and
is consistent with a parallel passage in dacd&c 4527

the material formerly identified as joseph smith 2 is noynownow cap-
tioned joseph smith history abbreviated asasjsasasJS H A correc-
tion was made in verse 4 and 3656 concerning the date ofofalvinogalvinalvin smith s

death 25 the proper date is november 1823 not november 1824 as
has been erroneously printed in editions of the pearl of great price
since 1851 the year error apparently crept into the text because the
history was written several years after the event and was given er-
roneously in the times and seasons account from which the history
was extracted 26 however the proper year is easily ascertained from
an article in the wayne county new york sentinel under the date
of 25 september 1824 which mentions the fact of alvinsalbins earlier
death and burial this of course could not have been discussed in
september 1824 if the death did not occur until november of that
year some two months after the newspaper article was published
the newspaper article written by byjosephjoseph smith sr leaves no doubt
that alvin had passed away at the earlier date

the articles of faith three editorial corrections occur in the
1981 edition of the articles of faith in the fifth article of faith the
punctuation was altered to emphasize the need for divine authority in
the ministry by removing the comma after the word hands and plac-
ing it after the word autho7itauthorityy thus and by the laying on of hands
by those who are in authority to preach the gospel and administer in

23newnew testament manuscript 1 p 57 line 4 library archives the auditorium reorganized church of
jesuslesus christ of latter day saints independence mo

ibid p 56 A line 8

verse 56 was in error in all these printingspaintingsprin tings verse 4 did not offer a specific date until the 1902 edition
which then gave the year 1824 which of course was an error

timertimes and seasons 3 2 may 1842 772
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the ordinances thereof this correction emphasizes the obvious in-
tent of the passage

in the sixth article of faith the abbreviation viz was replaced by
the word namely

in the tenth article the former wording that zion will be built
upon this the american continent now reads zion the new je-
rusalem will be built upon the american continent this improve-
ment in the sentence structure allows a freer flow of words it also
specifies that the part of zion known as the new jerusalem will be
established in america whereas zion in the larger sense meaning
the stakes is not limited to america

conclusion

this article has been only a brief survey of the reasons for the
procedures followed in and the unique features of the new 1979 and
1981 editions of the standard works published by the church these
new editions officially manifest the intention of the church to pro-
mulgate the sacred word of the lord given in every age and to do it as
correctly as possible they have come forth at a time when study of
the scriptures is receiving increased emphasis in the church cur-
riculumri

the uniform reference system developed in these four standard
works reminds us ofofezekielsezekiels prophecy that the books will be one
in the hand of the lords people ezek 3715 19 this concept is

even more graphically described by lehi when he says that the writ-
ings ofofjosephsjosephs seed and ofjudahs seed shall grow together unto
the confounding of false doctrines and bringing people to a knowl-
edge of the covenants of the lord 2 nephi 312 the new study
aids the topical guide bible dictionary and maps bound within
the covers of the new editions and the improved footnotes and cross
references to the standard works on the very pages of the sacred books
are a step toward a fulfillment of these ancient prophecies and yet
these new editions are not perfect there will no doubt be further
corrections and additions in the years ahead but as they now stand
the 1979 and 1981 editions constitute the most comprehensive scrip-
ture study aid program ever made by the church

in general conference 1 april 1979 president spencer W kim-
ball spoke of the progress the church had recently made and even
more of the progress it was destined to make in the years ahead

the church is at a point in its growth and maturity when we are at last
ready to move forward in a major way but the basic decisions
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needed for us to move forward as a people must be made by the indi-
vidual members of the church we have paused on some pla-
teaus long enough the church is ready to accomplish
things now which it could not have done just a few years ago 27

some of the things being accomplished within recent years are in-
creased missionary activity improved genealogical research tech-
niques increased temple building and an increased emphasis on the
scriptures in the correlated curriculum of the church

at a time when the church ofjesusofjesus christ is rapidly extending its
message of salvation to all the world there is a greater need for these
new editions of the scriptures than ever before because the teachings
contained within them are fundamental to all the activities of the
church these scriptures are now ready for use as we stand at the
threshold of the greatest worldwide expansion of the kindkindgomkindgornkindbomgorn of god
in the history of mankind

27 27spencerspencer W kimball let Us move forward and upward ensign 9 may 1979 82
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reaganomics and the supply side
A rationale

J kenneth davies

this paper is not intended as a defense of the reagan economic
program as such nor even of the reagan political posturing and rhet-
oric these are in a constant state of flux made necessary by changing
political and economic forces as well as the bargaining game being
played between the president congress public pressure groups and
factions within the administration itself

it is intended to present some economic facts and to identify a set
of economic principles which just might help extricate the nation
from the multifaceted economic dilemma it now faces 1 this set of
principles is often referred to in the popular literature as reagan
omicscomics but this term is far too narrow and is frequently used by
liberals pejoratively indicating the concepts originated with presi-
dent reagan also referred to as supply side economics these prin-
ciples are historically valid enough to stand on their own while they
have by and large been espoused by president reagan and a number
of his advisors they are by no means the product of or limited to that
group they are principles being given consideration by a small but
growing number of economists searching for a viable alternative to
the liberal keynesian policies which have been in force worldwide and
which in the opinion of some have helped lead the US and much of
the world into the present economic problems and it is obvious that
such policies have been unable to respond effectively the principles
of reaganomics or supply side economics are philosophically related
to but not synonymous with classical economics

to understand and evaluate this set of principles the reader
must first recognize the economic milieu facing america as 1980
passed into 19811981 most of these points represent long run trends

J kenneth davies is chairman of the department of managerial economics brigham young university
the essence of this article was developed in the late spring of 1982 by the late fall the economic data

indicated substantial improvement however the long run problems still remain we may have turned the
corner but the road ahead is still long
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1 industrial production was falling having decreased
from an index of 152 in 1979 to 147 in 1980

2 unemployment had risen from 5.85858 in 1979 to
7.171 in 1980 an increase of 22

3 prime interest rates had almost doubled during the
previous year having reached a peak of 21.5215215

4 the rate of inflation had risen from a consumer
price index of 5 in 1976 to a peak of 13.3133153155 in
1979

5 productivity output per hour was down having
fallen about one percentage point since reaching a
high in 1977 as compared with a 7 increase be-
tween 1974 and 1977

6 corporate profits had fallen from an index of 197 to
182 in one year

7 the national debt was continuing its skyrocketingrocketingsky
growth increasing by 83 billion in 1980 and that
during a period of international peace

8 the social security system was almost bankrupt
9 bankruptcies were proceeding at a forty year high

10 the economy was so enervated that the value of the
american dollar in the international trade had been
falling for years

there was not one major positive aggregate economic statistic in
1980 81 there was no better formula for economic disaster

A historical perspective

it must be remembered that this condition had been generating
over a period of many years in which keynesian economics and social
liberalism had dominated economic thought and american public
policy in all fairness the importance of what was happening was
really unknown to most economic observers and policy makers until
the 1970s most economists had been swept into the keynesian tide
and it was not until that decade that they first became aware of the
coexistence of both excessive inflation and high unemployment
which has come to be called stagflation

during the 1930s there was excessive unemployment but no in-
flationflation in the 1940s the nation experienced war induced inflation
but little unemployment while there were several recessions during
the eisenhowerElseneisenhower years prices and interest rates were relatively stable
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the tragically abbreviated kennedy years were also reasonably com-
fortablefortable the economy making progress against unemployment with
relatively stable prices it is perhaps understandable that both
academic economists and policy makers perceived inflation and reces-
sion as mutually exclusive that there could be one or the other but
not both together public policy could then be devised which simply
either reduced unemployment or inflation this was public policy
compatible with keynesian oriented economic analysis the politics
of keynesian oriented policy was however another story policy
directed toward recession was politically popular that against infla-
tion was unpopular

it was during theth johnsonejohnson war years 1963 68 that a major eco-
nomic blunder was made which set in motion forces which brought
stagflation it was assumed that the nation could have both guns
and butter after all we were the richest most powerful nation in
the world and it was generally thought that we could continue to
support both a war and a high level of consumption the nation en-
gaged in an expensive and protracted war in southeast asia without
making the necessary domestic consumer sacrifices little attempt
was made to restrainrestrain prices and wages in addition the newly
launched war on poverty was continued through a period of
escalating prices the result was inflation worsened by the supply
shocks of worldwide shortages of food fiber and oil as the nation
moved into the seventies the inflation became so entrenched that
the public came to expect that inflation would continue and people
developed all sorts of devices to protect themselves against its effects
these devices in turn acted to insure wage price escalation with infla-
tion feeding upon itself A people expecting inflation and acting
accordingly produces what has been referred to as inflationary expec-
tationstations keynesianKeyneslansian demand management was politically unable to
correct that problem the required increased taxes andandoror reduced
government spending were both political anathema

the 1970s became a decade characterized by both rapidly rising
prices and rapidly increasing unemployment the public policy di-
lemma was that when action was taken to restrain inflation unem-
ployment increased when steps were taken to reduce unemploy-
ment inflation resulted the only way out of this dilemma seemed
to be the imposition of price and wage controls while the government
and the federal reserve stimulated the aggregate demand in hopes of
reducing unemployment through fiscal decreased taxes and in-
creased spending and monetary increased money supply policy
the american people were not prepared to accept for long such a
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radical solution the controls reluctantly imposed by nixon ended
without ceremony but with to be expected rapid escalation of prices

by 1980 it became apparent that the practices of keynesianKeyneslansian
economics and social liberalism were unable to contain or control
the aggregate economy while many of the goals were laudable
prosperity stability and justice after fifty years of operation lead-
ers had not been abletoablertoableabie to achieve them in concert it became increas-
ingly apparent to many that full employment stable prices a high
rate of economic growth and economic freedom were mutually in-
compatible although they were desirable the attempt to engineer
them had failed producing the economic instability of the 1970s

THREE AGGREGATE ECONOMIC MODELS

this failure resulted in large measure from some false economic
assumptions and the resultant invalid conclusions these errors can
be illustrated by contrasting three highly simplified models represent-
ing pre keynesian keynesian and post keynesian aggregate eco-
nomics 2

the pre keynesian model
the classical model dominating economic thought until the

1950s1930s assumed a long run aggregate supply AS curve or function in

price
levellevei

pap2

pap1

pap3

FE

figure 1 pre keynesian classical model

2theathe author recognizes the limitations of these simplified models but views their expository advantages as
outweighing their limitations
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which production employment and income PEI would be at the
full employment FE level maintained there by perfectly flexible
prices and wages this is illustrated in figure 1 if the economy pro-
duced too little relative to demand prices and wages would automati-
cally increase stimulating production if too much were produced
prices would quickly fall reducing production the induced ag-
gregate demand AD 3 regardless of its level would be sufficient to
maintain full employment whether at adiADadl ad2ada or ad3ada unem-
ployment would not exist for long there was no need for govern-
ment intervention economic ills would cure themselves

the keynesian model
in the 1930s john maynard keynes and liberal philosophers rec-

ognized the errors of assumptions and conclusions in classical eco-
nomics while prices and wages could increase they were not flexible
downward aggregate demand did not always respond quickly to
changes in aggregate supply high unemployment could exist for ex-
cessivelycessively long periods of time it appeared that economic ills would
not necessarily cure themselves the decade long depression of the
1930s1950s seemed to be proof of this their new model is illustrated in
figure 2 they assumed an aggregate supply in which any level of

price
level

pap2

AD

pap1

AD AD
PEIpel

pellpeilPEIpel FE

figure 2 keynesian model

says law was assumed namely that supply would create its own demand whatever was produced
would automatically give rise to the demand for that production according to say surpluses leading to
recession were in the long run impossible see william J baumol and alan S blinder economics new
york harcourtHarcoun brace jovanovich 1982 p 778
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production would be achieved up to the full employment level FE
by stimulating aggregate demand adiadlAD to ad2adaad2withoutwithout any infla-
tion any stimulation of AD beyond that point to ad3wouldADs would be
inflationary prices rising top2topato 2 they also assumed that aggregate de-
mand on its own was usually insufficient to achieve full employment
that operating on itsits own ddevicesevicesdevices iitt wwouldouid bbee to the left of the full
employment level implicit in their model was the assumption that
demand creates its own supply create the demand necessary to
achieve full employment and the needed supply would be forthcom-
ing this is just the opposite of the classical model

government was the only effective means of stimulating ag-
gregate demand to the full employment level it could be reached
through fiscal andor monetary policy which would compensate for
any deficiencies of the private sector the fiscal policy usually chosen
was to increase government spending meeting the modern day liber-
als agenda for increased government as the cure to socio economic
injustice reduced taxes could accomplish the same thing in ag-
gregate terms by leaving more money for the private sector to spend
but this would mean decreased government an approach which is
contrary to the liberals prescription for socio economic planning to
them appropriate monetary policy was to increase the money supply
thus inducing low interest rates which would in turn encourage
spending implementing these policies would increase aggregate de-
mand thereby stimulating production and employment theoreti-
cally full employment would be achieved without any inflationary
effect in the assumed unlikely event of inflation the appropriate
policy would be the reverse decrease aggregate demand back to the
full employment level by reduced government spending increased
taxes andor decreased money supply

the assumptions of the keynesian model were no more realistic
than were the pre keynesian ones though they appeared to be so un-
til the administration of president johnson neared its close As long
as the economy experienced either recession or inflation but not both
at the same time the keynesian solutions seemed economically via-
ble but the keynesian conclusions have not proven to be any more
valid for the 1970s and 1980s than the pre keynesian ones for the
1930s because neither represented reality A new model was clearly
needed

the post keynesian model
it became apparent in the 1970s that there was a short run in-

verse relationship between prices and unemployment illustrated by
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the phillips curve figure 3 at alternatively lower prices pi pap22 pa

higher levels of unemployment uiul u2ua ua would be experienced
at alternatively lower levels of unemployment higher levels of infla-
tion would exist the public policy implications of the phillips curve
are that because of the short run tradeofftrade off between inflation and
unemployment the use of monetary or fiscal policy to correct either
one only exacerbates the other As action is taken to reduce inflation
unemployment increases as action is taken to reduce unemployment
inflation increases

price
levellevei

pap1

pap2

pap3

uau1 uau2 uau3

figure 3 phillips curve short run movement

further complicating the issue was the apparent long run move-
ment of the phillips curves up and to the right during the 1970s
worsening the tradeofftrade off at any given price level pi unemploy-
ment was worse ui ij2u2ua u3ua at any given level of unemployment
ua prices were higher Ppa pecpeb pc as illustrated in figure 4

the mirror image of the phillips curve relates prices to produc-
tion employment and income PEI illustrated by an aggregate sup-
ply curve which rises to the right as in figure 5 it may be seen that
with a given aggregate supply the higher the level of PEI eiel e2ea e3ea
the higher the prices pi p2pa p3pa and all this at an escalating rate 4

the author recognizes that there may be challenges as to the slope oftheodtheof the aggregate supply curve he has
chosen to include in a given curve the extremes of the keynesian range the relatively flat portion and of the
classical range the relatively vermicleverticleverticle there are those who would eliminate either or both of the extremes
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figure 4 phillips curve long run movement

price
levellevei

pap3

pap2

pi

0

el eae2 eae3

figure 5 aggregate supply post keynesian model

if the economy is at a very low level ofofpeiofseiPEIpel aggregate demand
could be stimulated say from adiADadl to ad2ada shown in figure 6 with
substantial effect on production employment and income Eei to e2ea
but with little effect on prices pi to p2pa but at higher levels of
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production increases in production could be achieved only at the ex-
pense of larger and larger increases in prices pj to p4pa

price
levellevei pap4

pap3

pap2

pi ad2adaAD

adiaoi
0

EIel eae22 eae3E eae4E

figure 6 increasing aggregate demand

however should aggregate supply be diminished from asiASasl to
as2asa as seen in figure 7 prices would continue to rise pi to pap22 while
PEI would be diminished eiE to ei and consequently unemployment
would be increased

price
levellevei

pap2

adlADIaoi

PEIpel

el

figure 7 decreased aggregate supply
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on the other hand should aggregate supply increase from ASasiasl to
as3asjasb as shown in figure 8 higher8higher levels ofofpeiofseiPEIpel Eei to e3withedwitheae3 with reduced
unemployment could be achieved and at lower prices pi to pj

price
levellevei

pi

pap3

0
el eae3

figure 8 increased aggregate supply

LIBERAL SOCIAL PROGRAMS

keynesian economics relied almost solely on the stimulation of
aggregate demand to achieve high levels of production employment
and income and consequently lower levels of unemployment its
primary concern there was little concern for aggregate supply or inin-
flationflation beginning in the 1930s the liberal establishment began to
put into place a number of programs with the most desirable and
democratic of individual and immediate goals and objectives they
would correct and eliminate the socio political economic injustices
of the existing american system they would create a new freedom
freedom from fear the poor would be lifted up the rich would be
brought down through subsidies to the former and graduated in-
come taxes on the latter the nation s ills would be solved primarily
through the intervention of the federal government keynesian eco-
nomists probably little realized the aggregate effect of these pro-
grams america was rich and powerful and knowledgeable enough to
conquer any foe including poverty
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illustrative of these programs is a far from complete list of
government programs each designed to correct a given ill

1 to correct the poverty often associated with industrial
accidents and disease we created OSHA occupa-
tional safety and health administration

2 to reduce the personal cost of unemployment we
established unemployment compensation

3 because of the economic distress associated with old
age we instigated the social security system

4 to create a floor under the standard of living we
passed minimum wages

5 to provide for social programs as well as pay for war
we developed highly progressive income taxes

6 in our war against poverty we developed a welfare
program with the basic philosophy that the poor are
entitled to relief payments untied to production we
even punished jurisdictions attempting to link them

7 to clean up our environment we created the environ-
mental protection agency

8 to help the depressed farmers of the 1920s and 1930s
through increased agricultural prices we started a
system of limiting the production of food and fiber

each of these programs in and of itself had a laudable end pro-
duct in mind and alone would have placed no great strain on the
economy however each one of them resulted in reduced production
of goods and services andor increased costs of production the
ultimate aggregate effect of all of these and many other institutional
changes beginning in the 1930s has been to restrain the aggregate
supply driving up prices higher and higher with little if any positive
effect on production and or employment in fact the cumulative ef-
fect appears to have reached the point of actually reducing aggregate
supply moving it to the left thereby driving up prices while actually
reducing total production employment and income PEI and con-
sequently increasing unemployment this associated with continued
keynesian efforts to achieve full employment through the stimula-
tion of aggregate demand along with continued supply shocks has
resulted in stagflation higher and higher prices stagnant or decreas-
ing production with higher and higher levels of unemployment
adding to the inflation has been the very expectation of continued
inflation with inflation feeding on itself
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SUPPLY SIDE AGENDA

supply side economics 5 is basically an attempt to stimulate ag-
gregate supply faster than aggregate demand increases 6 this could
be done to a considerable extent by restraining aggregate demand
while removing or reducing many of the artificial barriers to produc-
tion created by much of the social legislation of the past forty years

the position of many supply siders is to change the mix of ag-
gregate demand through the reduction of the government sector
thereby providing for the expansion of the private sector the posi-
tion of this author is that the basic supply side goal reducing the rate
of inflation while stimulating production employment and income
can be accomplished without a significant reduction in the social
welfare programs it is probably this reduction and or elimination of
social welfare programs that raises the greatest resistance to supply
side economics

there is a way out which would require little change in basic
liberal goals and objectives economists by and large including con-
temporary keynesiansKeynesians know that in the long run and in the ag-
gregate there aint no such thing as a free lunch if people are go-
ing to eat the food must first be produced if those who are truly
incapable of taking care of themselves are to be helped every effort
must be made to increase the aggregate production of goods and ser-
vices little milk can be taken from aa sick cow and there can be little
care of the poor by a sick economy the economy is going to be no
healthier than its private sector americas cow if we want a lot of
good milk we must have a healthy cow if we want goods and services
enough for all we must have a healthy productive private economy 7

following is a list of objectives most of it in common with
supply side or reagan economics which just might help increase ag-
gregate supply reducing the tradeofftrade off between unemployment and
inflation that is make possible lower rates of inflation concurrently
with higher levels of production employment and income and con-
sequently lower unemployment rates

supply3supply side economics is often cluttered up with nonessential datterlatterlafferdaffer curves and a demand for a return to
the gold standard the validity of these is not essential to this analysis

6thetheathe usual view of supply siders is that if aggregate supply is permitted to grow aggregate demand will
expand to absorb it the view of this author is that public policy should not only consider the stimulation of
aggregate supply but should also restrain the artificial growth of aggregate demand this may be accom-
plished by restraining excessive increases in the rate of growth of the money supply

ymeailealleyne malthusian spectre is often raised as a challenge to supply side economics it is assumed by some
doomsdayersdooms dayers that we have about reached the capacity of the world to increase aggregate supply the spectre
has been periodically profpreferrederred since the early 1800s
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1 A limited and stable increase in the money supply in
this country increasing the money supply is basically
the function of the quasi independent federal reserve
system the federal reserve must set a limited range
within which it will allow the rate of growth of the
money supply to fluctuate this range must be in the
neighborhood of the capacity of the economy to grow
if the money supply grows faster it will induce infla-
tion if slower it will retard growth resulting in in-
creased unemployment such action will play a major
role in containing and stabilizing aggregate demand
and consequently controlling inflation it will make
unnecessary the periodic excessively harsh reaction-
ary restrictive monetary policies which along with
huge federal deficits have created the high interest
rates of the past few years these in turn have
restricted private investmentinvestment resulting in recession

2 A reduction of taxes on savers and investors if taxes
are reduced on savers and investors the incentive to
save and invest will increase and consumption and ag-
gregate demand will be restrained the additional
savings will reduce interest rates the lower interest
rates will encourage an increase of investment making
possible an increased aggregate supply resulting in
greater production lower unemployment and in-
creased productivity and making lower prices possi-
ble in addition the lower taxes will promote in-
dividual work effort

3 removal of unnecessary counterproductive regulatory
controls and subsidization of producers removing
counterproductive regulatory controls and subsidies
will increase work incentives increase output and
drive down costs of production directly and through
an increase in aggregate supply with positive effects
on both prices and unemployment

4 an increase of competition among producers and sell-
ers there is some danger that competition may be
stifled by the growth of domestic and international
monopoly power as the private sector is encouraged to
increase production such power tends to restrict pro-
duction with negative effects on aggregate supply if
anything competition should be increased keeping

437



both prices and wages under control the problem is

identifying true monopoly power and developing via-
ble programs to restrain it

5 an encouragement of the able bodied to leave welfare
and enter the labor market encouraging the able
bodied to work may require actual discouragement to
remaining on welfare it will certainly require great
ingenuity and a change in philosophy on the part of
the welfare workers and administrators as well as of the
law itself it will also require a major manpower effort
to assist those with little or no labor market skills to
become productive and participating workers the
frequent liberal argument is that there is little sense
developing market skills if there are no jobs if all you
give people is a hunting license to compete for nonex-
istent jobs this criticism becomes invalid if the rest of
the program to remove the fetters on producers is ef-
fective in stimulating production and employment
thus restraining inflation if there is criticism of the
reagan program it is for the reduction in manpower
programs directed toward this end 8

6 improvement of the efficiency of the operation of the
labor market improving the efficiency of labor will
reduce the length of unemployment of workers and
automatically increase production this too is an
area in which the reagan program in its budget
cutting zeal seems to have erred by cutting too deeply
into the budget of the employment service which is

one of the major aids in improving labor market effi-
ciency

7 A decrease in government spending and the national
debt as a percent of our gross nationalnationalproductproduct ifweiffeif we
can reduce government spending and the national
debt the public sector competition for loan funds will
be reduced driving interest rates down the private
sector will take up the slack growing relative to the
public sector there would then be increased tax
revenues even inin the face of reduced tax rates on savers
and investors these increased revenues can then

however inn late september 1982 the congress passed and the president signed the job training part-
nership act to replace the often criticized CETA comprehensive employment training act program
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provide the means of reducing the rate of growth of
the federal deficit to less than the rate of growth of the
economy

this last objective will be difficult to achieve in the face ofpersis-
tent international tensions requiring heavy defense related spending
A guaranteed international peace could make the goal feasible the
question is how to achieve peace and there is no easy answer to this
conundrum foes of defense spending usually assume such spending
to be a complete waste however it is not a complete loss when the
various weapons systems are built people are at least put to work and
receive income the economic negative is that defense industry work-
ers produce goods which do not enter the consumer marketplace
while their incomes do stimulating consumer demand and prices
economically this effect is much the same as a concentration ofspend-
ing on nonproductive human services

these seven objectives are by and large those of reaganomicReaganomic
practitioners reaganomics may not be the perfect answer but know-
ing that past keynesian oriented public policy makers singlemindedsingle minded
emphasis on aggregate demand has not achieved its goals perhaps it
is time we give supply side economics the 0opportunity to prove iitself
to do so will require time some progress has been made with both
interest rates and inflation significantly lower than they have been for
years the inflationary expectations of the past decade already seem
to be weakening under the pressure of the deep recession we have
been experiencing labor unions have even been willing to negotiate
contracts with substantial wage concessions and reduction of limita-
tions on production the index of industrial production appears to
be inclining upward and productivity output per man hour is in-
creasing high cost inventories built up inin anticipation of continued
inflation have been significantly reduced the october upsurge of
the stock market indicates renewed investor optimism making a sig-
nificantnificant reduction in the more intractable excessive unemployment
rate will unfortunately take longer but any renewed attempt to
reduce unemployment simply through artificially stimulating aggre-
gate demand by way of fiscal or monetary policy will probably set up a
new wave of inflation delaying a return to a stable prosperous and
just socio econeconomicornic system
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home and office

when people leave home and go to a bar auden
said they try to make it look like home
and I1 guess whats true of people going to bars
Is true of people going to offices too
at least I1 pass by doors along the hall
to my office and catch a glimpse of a snug boudoir
soft lamplight carpets and reclining chairs
cushioned and plumped inviting R and R
and why not I1 think old auden waswasswakswags an oaf
be comfortable and if you d rather be home
than working pretend youre still home and buy
an upholstered recliner and a tinted lamp
im just jealous you can tell as you walk through the door
of my workplace spartan and cluttered in naked light
with maybe a hair shirt hidden somewhere
but arnold stein comes back to my mind from seattle
his door was across from mine the battered
wooden desk and chair and an ammunition
box for student consultations I1 was told
he was a german POW during world war II11

I1 never asked him he wasnt my idol or anything
but he worked hard and seemed to get a lot done
its time to get out of here and try to forget it
but first let me mention one virtue of austerity
its easy to leave it no enfolding and holding
just pack up and get out so im going home now
and when I1 get there there s one thing fairly sure
I1 dont want to make my bedroom look like my office

edward L hart

edward L hart recipient of the association for mormon letters poetry award in 1979 for to utah is a retired
professor of english from brigham young university
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reopening the mexican mission in 1901

F lamond tullis

in 1874 brigham young voiced his interest in taking the gospel
message to mexico during the next two years he sent out several
companies of missionaries explorers and colonizers then came mis-
sionary labors in mexico city in 1879 the settlement of the mormon
colonies in chihuahua in 1884 after the arrival of the first mormon
expatriates from the united states who because of polygamyp6lygamy were
fleeing federal marshals and the subsequent reinforcement of the
mission in central mexico by both anglo american and mexican mis-
sionariessionaries however in 1889 because of the crisis over polygamy the
elders were called home and all missionary endeavor ceased after
the 1890 manifesto the saints turned inward as they attempted to
adjust to the dramatic change in marriage practice they did not
think seriously about proselyting in mexico again until the turn of the
century

while reasons for closure of the mexican mission in 1889 may
have seemed clear to everyone president anthony W ivins who pre-
sided over the colonies in chihuahua found consequences of closure
disagreeable what success was there in a flock with no shepherd I1

liv-
ing in an environment hostile to the gospel then too whenever
president ivins thought about the matter he did not feel justified in
the course the church had taken with its members in central mexico
it seemed to him that if we convert people to the truth of the
gospel and admit them into the church we ought to take care of
them afterward that is to say give them all of the protection and care
in our power to keep them in the path of rectitude and teach them
the principles that we know will lead them back into the presence of
our father I11

in 1876 elder ivins had traveled 4000 miles on horseback with
other missionaries to take the book of mormon message to the

F lamond tullis is the chairman of the political science department brigham young university
anthony wivinsbivinsW ivins to apostle francis M lyman recorded in the manuscript history of the mexican mis-

sion 30 april 1902 library archives historical department of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day
saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as church archives
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mexican people from 1882 83 he had served as a missionary in cen-
tral mexico and as president of that mission from 1883 84 he had
firsthand experience not only of the difficulty of living the gospel in
mexico but also of the open heart and expansive spirit of the mexican
people besides he never shrank from the conviction that the
church must complete its mission to the lamanitesLamanites

while almost everyone else s attention had been turned to mat-
ters of survival and development within his own ethnic community
anthony W ivins continued to brood over the abandoned mormonscormons
in central mexico among whom he had many personal acquaintances
we do not know if he were preoccupied about the numerous church
members from the indian tribes in northern mexico who had also
been abandoned but he did do much thinking and considerable
talking about the churchschurche mission in central mexico thus it was a
fortuitous call indeed for mexico that lifted anthony ivins in 1895
from his comfortable residence in st george utah and placed him
in the mormon colonies in chihuahua as president of all the mor
mons in mexico

for six years anthony W ivins directed his prodigious energies
and organizational and leadership skills to solidify the position of the
mormonscormons in the colonies much was accomplished by the saints in
the colonies under elder ivinssivings able leadership

having worked first with the anglo american mormonscormonsMormons in
1901 anthony ivins turned his attention to the other half of his
calling the native saints in central mexico he laid the whole mat-
ter before the first presidency during one of his visits to utah for
general conference speaking not only of the lost saints who had their
right to a shepherd but also of the young men and women in the col-
onies who spoke spanish and were acquainted with mexican customs
and culture despite the debacles of the past conditions in the col-
onies now looked highly propitious pressures from the US govern-
ment had subsided in the colonies there was a new generation of
youth both willing and exceptionally qualified to take the gospel
south once again besides the economic wellbeingwell being and good man-
agement of the colonies made possible a surplus in both money and
manpower to support a new missionary endeavor in addition with
the perspective of time some of the heartaches experienced by the
members from central mexico who had attempted to colonize in the
north had subsided elder ivins felt it was a new day and the time for
a new effort the first presidency agreed

the man that anthony ivins recommended the church select to
direct the work in the southwassouthwaysouth was exceptionally well trained and
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committed ammon M tenney had been with elder ivins on the
first 1876 expedition into mexico he served two years as head of the
mexican indian mission 1887 89 later taking wilford woodruffswoodruffe
advice to leave for mexico and settle in the colonies he founded
homes in diazdaz and in juarez in the colonies and in his numerous
conversations with elder ivins he also urged that the matter of
reopening the mission in the south be laid before the first presi-
dency when tenney s call came he was not particularly happy
about leaving his family once again but he willingly and enthu-
siastically accepted his new call to serve the lord

the church attached a high degree of importance to this effort
just as itit had to an earlier one in 1879 headed by apostle moses
thatcher thus arrangements were made for apostle john henry
smith as well as anthony W ivins to accompany ammon tenney to
mexico city to diagnose problems within the church and see how
many of the old members could be brought back into the fold elder
ivins had personal acquaintance with many of the members from his
missionary days in the early 1880s he was anxious to see them again

the first stop was cuernavaca where a mormon named H L

hall lived and operated a hotel whether for reasons of patronage or
conversion several of the mexicans in his employ had joined the
church and at least one immigrant family from switzerland was very
interested the hotel afforded a base of operations as well as a serene
location on the evening of 8 june 1901 for apostle smith to ordain
ammon M tenney a high priest and set him apart as president of the
mexican mission president tenney was to be under the direct super-
vision of president ivins ofofthejuarezthe juarez stake but there was no doubt
that his new title meant he should strengthen the saints in central
mexico as quickly as possible

after they took care of preliminary organizational matters and
were apprised by hall regarding political affairs in central mexico
elders smith and ivins called once again on mexican president por-
firio diazdaz while diazdjaz was becoming an even more controversial man
in mexico than when the first mormonscormons previously sought his help
there was no doubting his continued friendship with the saints ac-
cordingly having been in mexico only two weeks the missionary par-
ty on 17 june asked for and received an audience with president diaz

apostle smith expressed his gratitude to president diazdaz and the
mexican people for their kindness and consideration in receiving the
mormonscormons into their land he also explained the mormonscormonsMormons purpose
for their new mission president diaz expressed great satisfaction
already the economic exploits in the north had gained the mormonscormons a
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national reputation and wished the missionaries every success he
asked apostle smith to convey his warmest greetings to president
lorenzo snow which elder smith did

within a decade dark clouds would cover diazsdazsdiaks relationship
with the church but in the meantime mormonscormons viewed the mex-
ican president as their great benefactor and on every possible occa-
sion visiting mormon authorities told him so no more heroic man
stands on gods green earth than the man who stands at the
head of the government of mexico president diazdm etypical2 typical2typical was the
24 november 1904 visit of apostles john henry smith matthias
F cowley and charles W penrose and of richard W young
dr faust john beck D W johnson and hyrum S harris on
behalf of the mormon colonies in chihuahua and the entire LDS
church they congratulated diazdm on his election to a new term as
president of the republic of mexico in fact in 1901 DdiaztalzISLZtatz was a hero
to all foreigners in mexico he was half smothered with foreign
decorations each with its appropriate scroll says lesley byrd simp-
son about diazdm a man who thrived on flattery 3

1

while diazdaz was seen as an answer to prayer by some 4 he was con-
sidered a tyrant by others it is one of the many charming incon-
sistencies of mexico that porfirio diazduz I1 the military caudillo and bitter
enemy oQuofjuarezoquirezofjuarezdrezirez should have succeeded the lawgiver of oaxaca and
ruled mexico for a third of a century as an irresponsible despot under
the cloak of the liberal constitution thatjuathatjuarezthat juarezrez and his devoted com-
pany had fought so long to establish 5

when Porfiporfiriorioric diazdaz had marched into mexico city to declare the
end of la reformareforma in 1876 the nation was suffering from economic
breakdown and social disorder he befriended those of wealth and
influence porfirios slogan was bread and the club bread for
the army bread for the bureaucrats bread for the foreigners and
even bread for the churches and the club for the common people of
mexico and those who differed with him he had to put it suc-
cinctlycinct ly the virtues of a great barbarian and he needed them 6

troublesome indians striking workmen indiscreet speakers and writ-
ers and honest bandits disappeared into the noisome dungeons of
the fearful old belen penitentiary or were shot while attempting
to escape and mexico prospered that is the mexico that was

journal history of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints 30june30june 1901 p 2 church archives
lesley byrd simpson many Meximedicosmextcosmexicoscos 4thath ed rev berkeley and los angeles university of california

press 1966 p 292
4huberthubertrhubert herring A history oflatinof latinnatinnafin ameriaamerica 3dad ed new york alfred A knopf 1972 p 325
simpson many medicosmexicosMexicos p 287
ibid p 288

445



advantageous to diazdm men of title money and land holdings were
highly pleased other mexicans were not but their voice would not
be heard for another decade

commenting on this situation apostle john henry smith re-
ported finding during his two week stay in central mexico a gentle
and considerate people who had been crushed in the past and
the years of serfdom under which they have labored for so many years
has killed to a great extent their spirits 7 elder smith however did
not recognize porfirio diaz as part of the problem the apostle was
resolute in his conviction that the time was not far distant when the
natives of mexico would enter in at the door designed by their
maker and would be engaged in building temples to the lord 8

apostle smith and the other missionaries were perhaps surprised
and no doubt pleased at finding so many members of the church in
central mexico who had maintained their testimonies during the long
interregnum he had conversed with some of the old members who
had been baptized as far back as 1879 during the thatcher mission
elder ivins himself was surprised at the thorough understanding
both men and women seemed to have of the doctrines and principles
of the plan of redemption 9

in spite of these positive indications when elders ivins and
smith returned to their homes leaving president tenney to revitalize
the missionary work and institutionalize the church in mexico city
and environs there was no doubting the magnitude of the task at
hand As most of the members from the early days originally had
been protestants it was understandable that in the absence of contact
with the church they would introduce many protestant ways into
their worship because mormonism is low on ritual anything dif-
ferent that smacks of sectarianism is unnerving certainly for the
most part the people had maintained religious activity but it was be-
ing expressed in forms alien to the mormon way in addition marital
infidelity and common law marriages were prevalent among the peo-
ple in this the members had simply made peace for the most part
with established cultural norms

if all this were not challenging enough to president tenney
members had set up their own congregations and were reluctant to
lose control of them some members relented only after president
tenney promised that never again would the priesthood or the mis-
sionariessionaries be withdrawn from them although he must have fervently

7journaljournal Ihistoryestory 30june30 june 1901 p 2
ibid

ganthony9anthonyaanthonygAnthony W ivins to apostle francis M lyman 30 april 1902
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hoped his statement was prophetic only a decade would pass before
his prophecy would be proven inaccurate as a consequence of the
mexican civil war which brought about the second withdrawal of mis-
sionariessionaries from that land

the chronology of president tenney s visits to various localities
where mormonscormons were known to reside offers a brief glimpse into con-
ditions of the church when the mission was reopened after leaving
the other missionaries at the depot of the mexican central railroad
for their trip to el paso via the city of chihuahua president tenney
returned to cuernavaca to hold additional meetings and learn as
much as he could then he left for amecamecaAmecameca to visit sylvester
lopezldpezlapez an old friend of the mormonscormons who would do everything for
the church except join it

from amecamecaAmecameca he went to cuautla in morelos meeting with
simon zuniga one of the old converts who had been with the com-
pany of colonists to chihuahua in 1887 only to return later his family
disappointed on foot and in hardship president tenney was wel-
comed among the saints there however and spent his time reorga-
nizing the branches in the region and reteachingteachingre church organiza-
tional procedures and fundamental doctrines he emphasized the
laws of the fast tithing and prayer while the saints had to some
extent strayed from church standards all whom he met seemed will-
ing to learn and believe six new converts came into the church in
cuautla

from cuautla president tenney traveled to the foot of the im-
posing volcano popocatepetlpopocateped to visit ozumbadzumba a town that had greatly
occupied the time and attention of the 1879 missionaries ozumbaozumbaldzumba
he found had changed little from the days in 1884 when missionary
milson H pratt had picturesquely described it

ozumbadzumba is nearly south of the city of mexico about forty miles distant
and is the center of several villages overshadowed by the lofty and noted
popocatepetl it is situated at the southern extremity of the valley of
mexico which sweeps around and among the hills and mountains like
the bed of some large lake which undoubtedly the greater part of it
was in times gone by this region has been terribly disturbed by
volcanic eruptions as extinct craters seem in every direction abundantly
to testify the gran volcan popocatepetl rising in a cone
17852 feet above the level of the sea still emits a small column of
smoke which can be plainly seen on a clear morning from the village of
aclantla but later in the day it is quite difficult to distinguish on ac-

count of the heavy atmosphere 10

lojournal history 16 february 1884 p 3
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later elder pratt brought the whole geography of the surround-
ing area into perspective since many of the branches president ten-
ney returned to visit are named herein it is interesting to note what
pratt had to say

the descent from ozumbadzumba to the hot country or a lower valley just
south called the tierra caliente is very rapid being nearly 330005000000ooo feet
in ten miles and the valley is still over 4000 feet above sea level
aclantla lies east of ozumbadzumba san juan de guadalupe on the northeast
with its large plantation tecalcomecalco on the north by west chimal a
village of pears and flowers lies on the south these settlements are in
the immediate vicinity of ozumbadzumba and what makes them more inter-
esting to us than anything else is that they are all indian towns the in-
habitants of which are actual lamanitesLamanites israelites as there is very little
white blood diffused among them except here in ozumbadzumba in the oth-
er settlements they usually speak the mexican instead of the spanish
language although they understand and can speak both we
have also two congregations in the tierra caliente one in coahuistla
and the other in san andres de la cal 11

in ozumbaozumbidzumba tenney visited lino zarate who had served the
church as a missionary in 1879 and 1883 on one occasion in 1883
zarate had let his zeal get the better of his judgment he and milson
pratt knowing all open air meetings in mexico were prohibited by
law nevertheless got themselves arrested for preaching in the plaza of
ozumbadzumba 12 now eighteen years later lino zarate was still very
much a mormon and was anxious for president tenney to help him
give a blessing to his zarates wife who lay at the point of death
her rapid recovery thereafter seemed miraculous to all except tenney
and zarate himself who knew the hand of the lord when they saw it

after spending less than two weeks in ozumbadzumba president ten-
ney rushed to atlautla with zarate and a brother camacho where
they found simon paez and his family this family also formerly had
lived ininjuarezjuarez remaining about five years after most of the original
colonists from central mexico had left papaezez received them kindly and
wished them every success

with spirits buoyed they then traveled to chimal and visited
the family ofofnicolasNicolasnicolas rodriguezRodnguez the family agreed to return to the
church only on condition that the missionaries and priesthood would
not again desert them then in tecalcomecalco they foundjulianfound julian rojas the
spirit of initiative independence dedication and desire to know and
carry out the will of the lord that had made rojas a successful mis-
sionary during the days of elders thatcher and ivins now created

ibid
rey L pratt history of the mexican mission improvement era 15 april 1912 48-
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troublesome conditions for the missionaries rojas had a congrega-
tion he wanted to control exclusively reminding the eldersciderseiders that for
many years his people had been as a sheep without a shepherd
they talked a long time and lino zarate finally exacted an agreement
from rojas to reaffiliate with the church

A month later on 18 august 1901 president tenney returned to
tecalcomecalco and rebaptized rojas and seventy five of his followers A
week later rojassrojasm complete submission was noted when simultane-
ously he was advanced to an elder and was able to support febronio
perez rather than himself as president of the newly organized tecalcomecalco
branch inasmuch as this was the first branch reorganized by presi-
dent tenney it is significant that rojas made it possible first by act-
ing as shepherd and second by stepping down to allow another to
take his place this transition was no doubt laden with a bitter taste
for rojas and one can only admire his long range vision and support
of the church interestingly a year later when perez was released and
sent on a missionmission julian rojas was installed as president of the
tecalcomecalco branch

after the initial organization of the tecalcomecalco branch president
tenney returned to amecamecaAmecameca but found a spirit of revolution

among those who met at this place so he traveled to ix
tacalco just outside mexico city and found the paezpaez family who
gladly received new directions after they were shown wherein they
had allowed some alien ideas to creep into their religious sentiments

and so it went day after relentless day for nearly a year ammon
tenney alone except when accompanied by some of the local breth-
ren such as lino zarate and angel rosalesResales

aside from visiting and teaching the members one of the things
president tenney wanted to do as quickly as possible was create
branch organizations and confer the priesthood on worthy members
As soon as some of the saints were in a position to bear leadership
responsibilities under his direction he organized them in local
branches with local branch leadership besides the first branch at
tecalcomecalco that julian rojas had held together for so many years am-
mon tenney organized a branch at san andresandres de la cal led by fran-
cisco miranda a priest needing help he called lino zarate julian
rojas juan mendez simon ziliiigaziinigaZiiniga and brother camacho on short
term missions to travel to the branches and give instructions

most of these missionaries were married and had many children
it was a service of love that they entered with no small sacrifice
soon the missionaries were joined by angel rosalesResales margarito
bautista jacobo gonzales and juan mairet the son of the swiss
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family that H L hall had introduced to the church in ensuing
months juan paez was ordained a priest and set apart to preside over
the branch at ixtacalcoIxtacalco jose gonzalez later excommunicated was
sustained in chimal and the returned missionary angel rosales was
placed over the trigalestrigaletTrigales branch rosales on 12 july 1902 became
the first returned native missionary to head a branch of the church
among his own people

from 1902 through 1910 a consistent pattern emerged in the ex-
pansion of the gospel in central mexico one was the infusion of mis-
sionariessionaries from the colonies in the north who arrived with regularity
and with already developed skills in the spanish language not all of
these young anglo american mormonscormons were devoid of personal and
family responsibilities many were married and left spouses and
children at home to be cared for by the saints while they took their
turn preaching the restored gospel

A second consistent feature during this period especially during
tenney s presidency and the later presidency of rey L pratt begin-
ning in 1907 was the building up of indigenous leadership in the
branches more native branch presidents and counselors were called
and trained relief societies were organized headed by local sisters
who learned the arts of compassionate setservicevice appropriate for their
time as well as skills in health and maternity care for example when
lino zarate died in 1903 he left a wife and seven children all but
his wife and one small daughter were bedridden with the same afflic-
tion that cost him his own life typhoid fever the relief societies of
his own and nearby branches rallied to help the family materially and
spiritually and to nurse the afflicted back to health when apostle
A 0 woodruff and his wife on tour in mexico city contracted
smallpox which shortly took their lives juana paez gave sister
woodruff the competent and caring attention the english nurse her
husband had acquired could not or would not give juana willingly
risked her own life in the service of a dying sister who so desperately
wanted to see her liverivefivegive month oldoid daughter one last time

A third consistent feature of the years up to 1910 was the con-
tinued attention authorities in the colonies and in salt lake gave the
new mission anthony W ivins came frequently to journey among
the saints hold conferences and encourage and instruct the
members and missionaries when he was called to be an apostle in
1907 his successor junius romney likewise frequently visited the
saints in central mexico and numerous apostles A 0 woodruff
john henry smith matthias F cowley charles W penrose heberjheberd
grant anthony W ivins made one or more visits between 1902
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and 1910 to check on matters for themselves apostle cowley even
spent an entire month going to each branch organizing sunday
schools and teaching local members how to lead the music

A fourth pattern was the constant attempt to reclaim the lost
sheep that had been abandoned of the nearly 300 persons convert-
ed to the church by 1889 there were fifty five numbered among the
saints as of 13 august 1902 but many missionaries delighted in
reviewing the record and going out to contact the lost ones some-
times they were successful sometimes not injulyinjuryin july 1903 for example
two elders left to visit the towns of tula and nopalagopala in looking over
the records they had found the names of several people who had
been baptized in those places in san sebastian a village near
nopalagopala they found jose maria yayanezfriezffiez who with other members of
his family had been baptized years before he was cool toward the
missionaries but showed them photographs of elders J Z stewart
melitonmeliton G trejo and others whom he had known

yanezyafiez related to the missionaries the conversion of his mother
she had dreamed that some men were publishing a tract that would
aid her spiritually she sent him to find these men it was then that
he had met plotino rhodakanaty who directed him to where moses
thatcher was having the tracts published after reading thetractsthe tracts
the mother asked the elders to baptize her her son jose maria and
his wife were also baptized later he was ordained an elder but in
the long winter of abandonment he had become disaffected and had
renounced his priesthood yet many other members were overjoyed
to see the missionaries again the missionaries therefore kept making
an effort to find them

A fifth consistent pattern was that the church grew by new con-
verts to the fold in the fourteen months president tenney spent
heading the mission 175 baptisms were performed thereafter
by 1911 new converts raised the membership to over 1000 new
fields were opened and new branches organized and the work ex-
panded to include new peoples and new climates

during this period there was a minor scurry or two that harked
back to the old days when colonization and gathering were much in
vogue in 1903 H L hall and others vigorously proposed setting up
a colony of mormonscormons in trigalestrigaletTrigales where a new branch had been or-
ganized and the valley and climate seemed most advantageous to re-
ceive the saints in a gathering place however the church adopted
helaman pratts alternative plan proposed so many years before
namely taking a colony of the saints to the north thus five months
later on 15 december 1903 jose zuziinigafaigafiiga and his wife left for dublandubladubiandubian
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to look over the prospects of colonizing among the anglo american
mormonscormonsMormons there was some attention paid to this As they are the
first to immigrate since the reopening of the mission many of the
mexican saints are awaiting with interest their reports of the treat-
ment they receive etc for several others are thinking of leavleavinging for
the colonies soon 13 then in 1907 at the organization of the san
pedro martir branch which anthony W ivins had traveled to mexico
city to organize he told the congregation I1 I1 that he hoped before
long to secure suitable lands near the colonies in the north on
which to colonize the mexican saints 14 two years later ivins in his
new appointment as an apostle sat in a meeting of the quorum of
the twelve in which five thousand mexican dollars were appropriated
to procure land on which to colonize the mexicans elders ivins john
henry smith and francis M lyman made the proposal recommend-
ing that land be purchased near one of the mormon colonies already
founded by our people and that we do not attempt to colonize
them all in one place but that two small colonies be started 15 this
effort never gained much magnitude

As the years passed with the anglo american missionaries
celebrating each 4thath ofjulyofjuly in tivoli park and the mexican members
each 16th of september in their own communities clouds of war were
billowing on the horizon few seemed to see them especially the
foreign residents thus in september 1910 when mexico celebrated
the hundredth anniversary of father miguel hidalgosdalgosHi cry of dolo-
res that had launched the war of independence against spain all
seemed to be well by all counts the celebration was a magnificent oc-
casion president diaz sparing no expense for the guests many from
foreign countries who were present in all the wining and dining
and in all the reports sent home several things were clear mexico
was the epitome of stability and success in the western hemisphere
the country was prosperous the budget was balanced and mexican
currency was as strong as the gold that backed it foreign capital was
safe and returned handsome dividends for those who had invested
wisely in agricultural lands oil properties and mining or railroad
stocks 16 it was a golden age

however within a year the cruel illusion of mexicosmedicosMexicos prosperity
and stability would become known to the whole world not just to the
common mexicans whose standard of living had plummeted while

3manuscript history of the mexican mission 15 december 1903
ibid41bid 19 may 1907

1515journaljournal history 20 january 1909 p 4
1617orfor an overview see david M pietcherpletchereicheretcherPl rails mines andprogressand progress seven american promoters in mex-

ico 186719111867 1911 ithaca NY cornell university press 1958
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the national economy rose mormonscormons in central mexico and in the
northern colonies would soon feel the searing point of the revolu-
tionary s sword
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bronzen rubbing

in warwick a blonde knelt solemnly on stone
took a crayon from her purse unrolled a scroll
of paper over a bronze plaque as if a soul
were ready there in its gravure to atone
for centuries of pious languor and the drone
of centuries of liturgy over it the shoal
of heaven rose in leafing gold almost whole
for fact and intimation as she seemed to hone
edge and demarcation for slightest bas relief
it is surprising how the soul in its latency
will rise to meet a godly art of golden leaf
that appears in disciplines of golden tendency
dusty dull the lowly bronze was immortality
As much as then achieved and time an immorality

if it should dull much more see medieval young
cluster at a grave of stone weeping for a friend
of light that he passed away so simply his end
not thought of that he was so quickly sung
to sleep when he blanching into death wrung
A twist of sacramental cloth that could not lend
relief being musty dry and less with which to fend
for being worn from old devotions god who hung
As if in samite would know that loss and prize
the ritual what springs then from this gravure
but gold and effigy and as the spirit tries
the centuries it keeps its latency of lustre
see in the rubbing on the wall how the lure
of spirit moves as leafing suns there cluster

haloinghalbingHaloing beyond the pale of dimming time

clinton F larson

clinton F larson a professor in the english department is poet in residence at brigham young university
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lucy mack smiths 1829 letter
to mary smith pierce

dean C jessee

lucy mack smith mother of the prophetjosephprophet joseph smith was born
8 july 1775 at gilsumgiljum cheshire county new hampshire the youn-
gest of solomon and lydia gates macks eight children I11 in january
1796 at age twenty lucy married joseph smith ofoftunbridgetunbridge ver-
mont and settled there with her husband to a life of farming dur-
ing the next twentyfivetwenty five years eleven children were born to the
couple eight sons a first unnamed son who died at birth 2 alvin
hyrum joseph samuel ephraim william and don carlos and
three daughters sophronia katherine and lucy 3 bad times
spurred by a succession of crop failures forced the smiths to move
from vermont to palmyra new york in 1816 A short time later
they moved two miles south to the adjacent township of manchester
where events involving young joseph transpired that changed the
course of their lives

A recently discovered letter dated 23 23januaryjanuary 1829 is a contem-
porary statement of these events it was written by lucy smith then
in her fifties to her sister in law mary pierce4pierced at royalton vermont
the letter surfaced on 23 august 1982 through brent ashworth a

dean C jessee isis an associateassociate professor of history and church history and a seniorsentorsenior research historian of the
joseph fielding smith institute for church history brigham young university

richard lloyd andersonjosephAndersonAndersonetson josepfjoseph smiths new england heritage salt lake city deseret book 1971
p 18

comments by joseph smith sr prior to pronouncing a blessing on his children as recorded by oliver
cowdery 9 december 1834 patriarchal blessing book book A library archives of the historical depart-
ment of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as church archives

3andrewandrewcandrew jenson natterlatter day saint biographical encyclopedia salt lake city andrew jenson history
co 1901 16901 690 92 katherine isis also sometimes spelled with a C inin some church records

mary smith pierce 1775 1844 born at hillsborough new hampshire was a younger sistersister to joseph
smith sr mary married isaac pierce inin 1796 the same year her brother married lucy mack despite the
solicitationssolicitations ofotherher sistersister inm law mary never accepted the message of mormonism lucy urged but mary
neverjoinednever joined church church news 4 september 1982 p 5 however there isis a question whether mary
ever received the letter from lucy in the first place the letter was part of a large collection of letters valued
for their postmarks and may have come from a dead letter file furthermore although separated at the fold
the letter shows no evidence of handling or wear and finally the letter isis addressed to royalton vermont
whereas the pierces had moved to lebanon new hampshire inin 1823 nearly sixsix years prior to the postmark
date of lucy s letter
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provo utah manuscript collector it was written on unlined white
paper measuring 15415v x 1158livlit 1 folded to make four pages 5 its au-
thenticity is supported by the handwriting and signature which
match another letter lucy wrote to her brother solomon at gilsumgiljum
new hampshire dated 6 january 1831 in addition the black
double line oval handstampedhandstamped postmark from palmyra new york
is the same as that used there between 1829 and 1834 furthermore
the postage designation of 183185 4 cents corresponds with the zone rate
in effect then for distances from 150 to 400 miles 6

an assessment of the significance of the letter one of the earli-
est documents pertaining to mormon history should consider the
following points

1 it provides firsthand insight to the situation of the smith
family more than a year before the church was organized as an in-
stitutionstitution the letter shows the family actually involved in the
pre 1830 events that their histories described years later and it con-
tradicts the popular theory that joseph smiths early religious expe-
riences were fabricated later in his life when the need arose for a
magnificent tradition that he distorted the past in the interest of
promoting his public image 7

2 lucy smith was an articulate woman of above average lit-
erary ability her penmanship and knowledge of the language tran-
scend that of some who were engaged professionally in scribal work in
her day beyond this her letter is something of a tribute to her
mother who in the absence of schools had taken charge of the educa-
tion ofotherher children and performed the duties of an instructress as
none save a mother is capableofcapable of 8

3 the letter shows the impact ofjosephsofjosephs early religious expe-
riences upon the smith family and that lucy s commitment to her
sons divine commission predated the founding of the church and
her own baptism right here in one of the earliest historical records
lucy smith is expressing the same convictions about joseph and his
work that she repeated consistently throughout the rest ofotherher life

in 1831 she wrote her brother ofotherher great anxiety for josephsforjosephs
welfare noting that god had set his hand the second time to recover
his people

having separated along the fold the two halves have been taped together
benjaminbeniamin wishnietsky ed american stampless cover catalog miami david G phillips publishing

co 1978 ppap 8 132
7fawnawn brodie no man knows my history 2dad ed rev and eni new york alfred A knopf 1971

p 405

lucy smith biographical sketches of josephofjoseph smith the prophet and his progenitorsforprogenitors for many genera-
tions Everliverpoolpoolpooi S W richards 1853 p 19
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he has now commenced this work he hath sent forth a revelation in
these last days & this revelation is called the book of
mormon I1 feel to thank my god that he hath spared my life to
see this day joseph after repenting of his sins and humbling himself
before god was visited by an holy angel whose countenance was as
lightning and whose garments were white above all whiteness and gave
unto him by the means of which was before prepared that he should
translate this book 9

A decade later lucy was heard to say publicly that she wished
to leave her testimony that the book of mormon is the book of god
and that joseph smith is a man of god a prophet of the lord set
apart to lead the people 10 and in 1855 frederick piercy visited
mrs smith in her twilight years after the death ofotherher husband and
seven of her eleven children including the martyredmartyred joseph and
hyrum frederick piercy heard her speak very freely ofotherher sons
and with tears in her eyes and every other symptom of earnestness
vindicated their reputations for virtue and truth n lucy died on
14 may 1856 in nauvoo illinois 12

4 lucy smith was not only conversant on the content of the
book of mormon some time before the bulk of the volume was trans-
lated into english but also knew details of the story that may have
come from the lost 116 pages13 as for example her reference that
ishmael was the brother in law of lehi

5 the letter raises a question about the dating of doctrine and
covenants section 4 joseph smiths history states thatjosephthat joseph sr
came to harmony pennsylvania in february 1829 at which time
the prophet received the following revelation for him section 4 14

in her letter lucy says that she and her husband had returned to man-
chester from harmony on 22 january after having been gone for
about three months the question hinges on whether or notjosephnot joseph
sr after arriving back in manchester on the twenty second almost
immediately returned to harmony some evidence that he did may

lucy smith to solomon mack 6 january 18311831 church archives
lo loremarksremarks delivered by lucy smith before the female relief society of nauvoo 28 april 1842 cited in

richardlrichardrichardaRichar dLL anderson his mothers manuscript an intimate view ofofjosephjoseph smith BYU forum address
27 january27january 1976 lucysbucys remarks titled testimony of mother lucy smith were copied byjohnby john mcewan
in wilford woodruffwoodruffswoodruftwoodruffes journal after the last 1842 entry and are dated 27 august 1844

frederick piercy route from liverpool to great sottsoftsaltsart lake valley ed james linforth liverpool
franklin D richards 1855 ppap 63 64

buddy youngreen the death date of lucy mack smith 8 july 1775 14 may 1856 brigham
young university studies 12 spring 1972 318

lucy3lucyflucy makes reference to the loss of the 116 pages of the manuscript indicating that portion was car-
ried off by some unknown person for a more detailed account of the loss and of martin harriss involve-
ment see B H roberts A comprehensive history odtheoftheof taethefae church 6 vols 1930 reprint ed provo utah
brigham young university press 1965 1109 12

joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof latter dryday saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed
rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret news 1932 51 128 hereafter cited as history of the church
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be derived from joseph knight who recalled that in january 1829
joseph sr and samuel smith came from manchester to his place in
colesvillelesvilleCo new york and that he knight went with them by sleigh
to visit young joseph in harmony 15 however since joseph knight
visited the prophet in harmony on several occasions 16 he may not
have recalled the joseph sr samuel smith visit accurately this
possibility is suggested from lucy smiths statement that when she
and her husband returned to manchester on 22 january they found
samuel and sophronia so ill hyrum had had to quit his job to care for
them the pair continued to be ill for a considerable length of time
lucy adds that soon after their return oliver cowdery came to board
with them as a schoolteacher that he became interested in what
youngjosephyoung joseph was doing and upon learning samuel proposed to join
his brother in pennsylvania in the spring undertook to arrange his af-
fairs so he could accompany samuel there by the time he recovered
his health according to lucysbucys history samuel and oliver left for
pennsylvania in april 1829 17 if lucy is right that samuel was too ill
to travel between 22 january and april 1829 then joseph knight
remembered the joseph sr samuel smith visit incorrectly

6 in 1825 the smiths had lost possession of their manchester
farm which included a home and improvements when a mr stod-
dard and two other individuals made technical claim upon it while
the family was struggling to make the final payment the loss was
finalized in december 1825 when lemuel durfee a local sheriff
paid 1135 and received legal possession following litigation in the
case from then until the spring of 1829 the smiths leased the farm
from durfee lucy recollected in 1845 that upon her and her hus-
bands return from harmony the lease upon the farm was drawing
to a close that they were about to be evicted and that they began
to make preparations to move in with their son hyrum 18 but her
1829 letter clarifies her later recollection somewhat revealing that
they had received 700 from the sale of the farm and that they were
I1 I1 under no bonds to leave the place yet had no inducements to
stay longer

the following seven pages show photographs of the original op-
posed with my line by line transcription of the lucy smith letter

dean jessee joseph knights recollection of early mormon history brigham young university
studies 17 autumn 1976 36

history odtheoftheof the church 147
lucy smith biographical sketches ppap 128 30

18 ibid18ibid p 129 on the loss of the farm see larry C porter A study of the origins of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints in the states of new york and pennsylvania 1816 1831 phd diss
brigham young university 1971 ppap 104 9
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courtesy ofbrentof brent ashworth

lucy mack smith letter to mrs mary pierce of royalton vt showing the black
double line oval handstampedhandstamped postmark used in the palmyra new york area be-
tween 1829 and 1834
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dmanchester january 23 1829

dear sister

it is my pleasure to inform you of a great work

which the lord has wrought in our family for he has made his paths
known to joseph in dreams and it pleased god to show him where
he could dig to obtain an ancient record engraven upon plates made
of pure gold and this he is able to translate those favouredfavoured of
god in all ages have had to suffer persecutions for his name s

sake and so it is with us there being such a determined effort
in this place to thwart the translation thatjosephthat joseph was obliged

to remove his wife to pensylvaniapennsylvaniaPensylvania nevertheless on account of
negligence the translation of the first part of the record was

carried off by some unknown person but god is faithfull and
the work is now about to proceed yesterday mr smith and myself
returned from a visit to pensylvaniapennsylvaniaPensylvania which occupied us about
the last 3 months in singing praises to our god and it is natur
al in times of rejoicing that we should think on the welfare of
our kin my object in rehearsing these events is to soften your

hearitheart that you may seek for a witness of the truth of this work

for the lord himself has said that they that seek shall find and
to them that knock it shall be opened I1 now come to say some

thing of the record it was placed in the earth many hundred years

ago by the forefathers of our indians they descended from a prophet
of the lord whose name was lehi he fled from jerusalem with
his family and also his wifescifes brothers family a few days before neb
ucchadnezzar besieged the city and layedbayed it in ashes for although lehi
prophesied unto the jews in the name of the lord that they must
repent of their sins yet they would not neither would they belie

ve the wonders which were shown to him in dreams concerning

christ that he should be crucified therefore god commanded the
people of lehi to get out of jerusalem and flee into the wilderness

and at length they were directed to enter upon the land of ameri-
ca now a part of the people of lehi whose head was named laman
a son of lehi

became savage and they sought to exterminate their more
virtuous bretheren who were called the people of nephi therefore
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god cast off the people of laman and he cursed them with a dark
skin but the people of nephi he preserved and prospered so

long as they obeyed his commandments and they were not unskilled

workmen having a knowledge of the arts together with the
sciences but they had among them that same secret society

which had brought jerusalem and the whole nation of the jews to
destruction and after many years they became the more wicked

than their accursed bretheren and god seeing that they would

not repent of the evil he visited them with extinction but I1

must stop here for I1 could write ever so long and not have told you

one hundredth part of what I1 will tell you when we have the oppor-

tunity of seeing each other again I1 want for you to remember that
god himself has given to joseph that he is able to translate and he is

able to recover these things also in dreams therefore beware that you
do not mock I1 hope dear sister this will meet you in good health
and spirits that your mind might feel disposed to dwell upon it
for as god lives I1 have written the truth perhaps you will find

a little history of my small concerns of interest respecting our
family &cac this leaves us all in comfortable health except for

sophronia and samuel who are at present afflicted with winter
coughs

william has gone to canandaigua for the season to live with a

joiner and to try his hand at that trade

we have sold our little place for 700 dollars and of course must
leave it in the spring but mr smith has not yet fixed upon
what point of the compass to take we are under no bonds to
leave this place yet we have no inducements to stay as we live

very much retired our neighbors generalygeneradygene raly treat us with contempt
ever since it has been noised about what marvels that the lord has

worked I1 will give you a little sample a man who has always been
kind and attentive to our family called on us last fall and was

made welcome to our table and his horse to our barn with an urgent
request as he said that before starting on our journey we would tell

him all that we knew respecting the record to which request we

readily assented which seemed to perfectly satisfy him as he rose
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from our table he requested us not to call on him for said he
I1 am afraid it will injure my business so much for neighborliness

self love the spring of action moves the soul

I1 have seen too much quite too much of human nature to have

any confidence in 78ths of professed friends with these views and
ten thousand discouragementsdiscouragements it is not probable that we shall
locate in these parts again such dear sister are my reflections
but I1 do not want you to think that I1 have become so uncharitable
for my mind naturally runs upon the goodness and mercy of god
and never before have I1 been the more content with my lot having
obtained a token of his grace I1 am aware that these marvels are

thought by many to be altogether incredible but I1 entreat you with
all the earnestness and zeal of which I1 am cappabletappablecappable that you believe
for god is mighty to do all things and he will answer the prayer of
faith with understanding I1 am pressed to close but remember
me to mr pierce and to your dear children mr smith sends
his love please to write soon it would be very gratifying to me
personalypersonablyperso naly to see you again I1 must now bid thee farewell

then adieu19 lucy smith

angan issue has been raised with respect to the use of the word adieu in the book of mormon iacobjacoblacob 727
lucysbucys use of the word in the letter seems to indicate such usage could have been idiomatic in the smith
family
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the bier of autumn

the dry leaves
fragile curled and almost drained of color
are mounded like the bier of autumn

surrounded by a small group hunched and bundled
for now in deep october the chill is sudden to the bones

in quiet tones of distance
they are speaking of the harvest and the longing
and all the changing colors of the days and years
that drift so ineluctably beyond the reach of everything
but reminiscence

they hear the quick wind
clicking in the weeds across the lane
they listen to the smoldering crackle of the coming flames

the slow smoke twists and rises into darkness
its husky odor settling into coats and scarves

the voices drop away to silence

the yellow flames are splendid now
translucent spires flaring brilliantly against the night

it is as if the burning
coaxed the residue of autumns brightness from the leaves
before they dwindle down to whiteness and to ash

randall L hall

randall LL hall is a curriculum writer for the LDSIDSins church education system church office building salt
lake city utah
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the transformations of love

edward L hart

since time began human beings have found themselves caught
between two converging axioms the first is that life is sweet the sec-
ond is that life is short the resulting clash pits time against eternity
our desire for the experience of life is insatiable but our capacity for
satisfaction is contained within the niggardly limits set by time and
physical nature

traditionally there have been two ways to resolve the dilemma
caused by the conflict between the desire to live and the brevity of
life the first solution is proposed by the stoics who simply reject
the first axiom the joys of life are denied having convinced
ourselves that there is nothing to look forward to death ceases to be
dreadful and comes as the termination of boredom the epicureansEpicureans
on the other hand attack the second axiom the one that says life is

short their answer is to rationalize brevity by saying that it is

relative if time flies said the romans seize the day andrew
marvell in the poem to his coy mistress says that though we
cannot make our sun stand still yet we will make him run 1 but
the destination of the lathering horses pulling times winged chari-
ot is still the grave so are we compelled to give up fast lilivingvingasas a
solution to the dilemma at best the fast life is a forlorn hope
though a hope of some kind is better than none it is certainly better
to double our experience of blooming cherry trees by going with A E

housman in the winter to see them hung with snow 2 than to move
into the stoic camp and deny the power of their beauty

an axiom say the dictionaries is a statement that is generally ac-
cepted as true and so our two axioms remain facing us in spite of all
our fancy footwork aimed at eluding them life is sweet and it is
short philosophy cannot prevent the mortal wound it can only

edward L hart recipient of the association for mormon letters poetry award in 1979 for to utah is a retired
professor of english from brigham young university

andrew marvell to his coy mistress andrew marvell selectedpoetryselected poetry ed frank kermode signet
classic poetry series ed john hollander new york new american library 1967 p 77 lines 4545646

2aaa E housman loveliest oftreesof trees modemmodern british poetry ed louis untermeyer new york har-
court brace and company 1950 p 95 st 3 line 4
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apply a salve rasselas visiting the philosopher whose only daughter
has just died asks has wisdom no strength to arm the heart
against calamity the philosopher replies what comfort can
truth and reason afford me of what effect are they now but to tell
me that my daughter will not be restored 3 it is of mortal life that
we are speaking of course and the religious promise of immortality
leaves us facing the fact that the mortality we love and cling to must
end

one of our greatest regrets as we contemplate a sweetly savored
life passing rapidly away is that such experiences as we have had
should be lost the contemplation produces a further realization
that most of those experiences are lost even before we die surely this
realization must have been and must be a profound stimulus for the
production of art death is defied by keeping something of ourselves
alive a thought voiced by shakespeare in his eighteenth sonnet
when the mortal person being memorialized is put into the eternal
lines of the poem that person then becomes immortal by living as
long as the poem lasts 4 at the lower end of the scale we begin the
reclamation of fading experience by writing diaries letters and
sketches such things capture experience inadequately but at the
upper end of the scale the true artist succeeds in transforming the
raw material of human life into the substance of immortal art

the process of the transformation of the volatile the evanescent
and the ephemeral into the enduring especially as this process has
been treated by british and american writers is the subject I1 want to
dwell on here it is a subject that has fascinated the minds of great
thinkers through the centuries how does a block of stone become
the writhing serpents and the anguished forms of the laocoon how
do daubs of paint on a piece of canvas become a rembrandt self
portrait and how does plain black ink on sheets of plain white
paper become the spellbinding experience of the telltaletell tale heart
an explanation of the transformational power is required

the force at work in art is puzzling to the rational mind because
the product always exceeds the sum of the parts the unaccountable
excess therefore had to be added somehow during the process of
creation it was unthinkable to plato that such unaccountable power
wwasas an everyday possession of the artist it had to come from the out-
side from the gods for all good poets says plato in the ion

samueljohnson3samueljohnsonSamuel johnson the history ofrasselasof rasselas pienceprince ofabissinia london J M dent & sons 1926 p 64

william shakespeare sonnet 18 sonnets ed douglas bush william shakespeare the complete
woresworksorksarks ed alfred harbage baltimore md viking press penguin books 1969 p 1456 line 12
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i compose their beautiful poems not by art but because they are in-
spired and possessed 5 this theory of inspiration has served genera-
tions of romantics too many of whom like E A robinsons miniver
cheevycheavy have cursed the commonplace6commonplacecommonplaces6 while waiting to be in-
spired forgetting that art begins with the commonplace and trans-
forms it into the uncommon through the perception of the trans-
cendentalists however the transcendent reality is both concealed by
and revealed in the commonplace appearance

the power to transform when not conceived as inspiration was
bound at times to be attributed to magic in his book the power of
satire robert C elliott traces the belief of the ancients that the
writer of satires possessed a supernatural power that he exercised in
righteous indignation for the punishment of vice thus satire became
a ritual for the exorcism of evil 7 the explanation of art as magic nat-
urally extended to that branch of magic known as alchemy through
supernatural power a base metal was to be transmutetransmutedintotransmuteddintointo gold just
as through analogy the artist as alchemist transmutes the base
materials of ordinary experience into the gold of art in yeats the
scene is more the refiners fire than the alchemists laboratory
though something of magic and of supernatural power remains in his
imagery in sailing to byzantium in which he asks the sages
standing in gods holy fire to consume his heart away and
transform him into such a form as grecian goldsmiths make 8 the
simple analogy of ore going through the refiners fire would not do
because that assumes that the gold was present in the ore all the time
but we have already seen that the creation of art results in a product
greater than the sum of the parts an unaccounted for increment

A contemporary countryman of yeats james joyce to the shock
and horror of the true believer compared the transmutation of com-
mon experience into art to the transmutation of the wafer into the
flesh of christ through the miracle of the mass here again an expla-
nation is provided for the increment added during the process of crea-
tion in A portrait of the artist as a young man stephen dedalusdedalis
sees himself becoming a priest of the eternal imagination trans-
muting the daily bread of experience into the radiant body of ever-
living life through the discharging of a formal rite 9 with joyce

piatoplato ion trans BBJjowettowett in the great critics ed james harry smith and edd winfield parks 3dad ed
new york W W norton & co 1976 p 5

edwindwin arlington robinson miniver cheavycheevy in collectedpoemscollected poems ofedwinof edwenedwin arlington robinson new
york macmillan co 1939 p 348 st 6 line 1

mobertrobert C elliott the power ofsatireof sateresatire princeton NJ princeton university press 1960 p 11

williamswilliam butler yeats sailing to byzantium in selected poems and two plays of william butler
yeats ed M L rosenthal new york macmillan co 1962 p 95 st 3 lines 1 5 st 4 line 3

ajamesyames9james joyce A portrait odtheoftheof taetherae artist as a young afanmanxan new york viking press 1944 p 222211
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however the transformational power no longer comes from the old
god but from a new one for he has made a religion of art with him-
self as priest but you notice he has not made himself a god and so
that still leaves as a mystery the source of the power exercised by the
priest

it was not by accident that I1 mentioned the name of yeats in
connection with the attribution of mystical powers to the artist yeats
has a good deal to say on the subject in a book called ideas of good
and evil in which he gives blake the credit for making a religion of
art he announced the religion of art writes william butler yeats
about william blake I1 of which no man dreamed in the world about
him and he understood it more perfectly than the thousands of sub-
tle spirits who have received its baptism in the world about us
because in the beginning of important things there is a mo-
ment when we understand more perfectly than we understand again
until all is finished 10lo10

matthew arnold is another who made a religion of art though
he arrived at his conclusion by following a different route than that
followed by blake or yeats arnold thought that in his time the old
forms of religious worship were failing our religion has material-
ized itself in the fact I1 and now the fact is failing it he quotes
himself as saying at the beginning of his essay the study of
poetry and he concludes the quotation by saying the strongest
part of our religion today is its unconscious poetry the void left by
the failure of the old religion is to be filled by the new religion of art
As time goes on mankind will discover that we have to turn to poet-
ry to interpret life for us to sustain us 11 arnold s emphasis has
shifted from the creation of poetry to its use as a sacred text by
readers and if this is so we still have the poet as a priest

hart crane in our own century is more in the tradition of blake
and yeats in centering attention again on the mystic power of the act
of creation in his proem to brooklyn bridge from his longer
work the bridgebresse crane points out that common laborers not artists
built the bridge but the bridge itself has become a symbol of spiritu-
al achievement a shrine 0 harp and altar of the fury fused
how could mere toil align thy chairingchoiringchoiring strings12strings 12 between the
mere toil of the workers and the emergence of the bridge as a

william butler yeats ideas of good and evil 3dad ed london A H bullen 1917 p 168
matthew arnold the study of poetry was first printed as a general introduction to the english

poets eddtT H ward london 1880 reprinted in the victorian age ededjohnjohn wilson bowyer and john
lee brooks new york appleton century crofts 1954 p 521

hart crane proem to brooklyn bridge the bridge in the collectedpoemscollected poems ochartofhartof hart crane ed
waldo frank new york liveright publishing corporation 1946 p 4 st 8 lines 1 2
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sacred product of art had to come the infusion of a mystical power to
accomplish the transformation just as the secret forces of yeast work-
ing in dough coupled with the promethean heat of an oven trans-
form a shapeless lump into the artistic achievement of a loaf of bread

being the instrument through which the sacred power was trans-
mitted was an almost unbearable burden to crane in his poem

the broken tower he compares himself to the tower holding the
bells that perform the mystical function of gathering god at
dawn and he has no choice but to ring the bells for he is as he
says their sexton slave 13 the ringing of the bells is breaking
down the tower just as the effort to create to be the transmitter of
mystical truth is breaking down the physical frame of the poet

it is easy to see why the poet as the sexton slave required to
gather god at dawn by ringing his mystical bells would want to fa-
cilitatecilitate the transmission of the message always impassioned and pre-
occupied with ecstasy crane used alcohol freely as others in a
similar situation have used drugs drugs and magic have always been
near allied faced with the incomprehensible fact that his daughter
desdemona has run away and married othello brabantioBrabantio accuses
othello of resorting to spells and medicines bought of mountecounte
banks 14 often the drug was efficacious only because a spell had
been placed upon it though sometimes it was viewed having in-
dependent power in either case the drug or the spell worked as did
the magic spell of the mass for joyce to bring into the process of
creation a power beyond that possessed by an ordinary human being
another possible function of a drug in aiding creation might simply
be that of rendering the poet passive so that outside powers could
speak through him without the interference of his will if the subject
could be put in a trance without drugs this would work just as well
as it did for yeats for whom the hand wrote automatically what the
spirit dictated this however is just another form of magic spell and
emphasizes once more the belief that something beyond ordinary hu-
man understanding has to be interposed between mortal experience
and immortal art

up to this point we have considered the facts that life is short and
that since it is all we know of existence the preservation of some part
of it through art is prized we have considered also the fact that many
poets and critics have concluded that the transformation of experi-
ence into art requires the interposition of a power beyond human

3harthartahart crane the broken tower in ibid p 135 st 3 lines 4 and 1

4040thelloothellothello I1 iii 61
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capacity but does it this isis the question to be considered now
down through history from aristotle on there have been those who
have put the emphasis on the craftsmanship of the artist rather than
on some form of inspiration in the poetics aristotle claims that
poetry has its origins in two instincts the first for imitation and the
second fforor harmonharmonyy and rhythm 15 his empemphasishasis was on probability
structure and rhetoric horace likewise emphasizes the skills of the
artist advocating restraint and advising the poet to put his manu-
script away and keep it for nine years before publishing 16 for
horace good poetry was the result of a combination of natural gifts
and hard work

in our own day the so called new critics carry on the tradition of
aristotle and answer no to the question of whether something
beyond human power has to be called in for the creation of poetry
to them the transformation is the result of craftsmanship mark
schorer in an essay called technique as discovery states the
case clearly the difference between content or experience and
achieved content or art is technique 17 cleanth brooks specifically
rules out the substitution of art for religion one of his articles of
faith as a formalist critic is that literature is not a surrogate for
religion it is clear brooks is aware of the problem we have been
concerned with however because he states in another article of faith
I1 I1 the formal relations in a work of literature may include but certain-
ly exceed those of logic 18 but where does that excess beyond logic
come from can it be accounted for entirely by technique

in answering the question just posed I1 do not intend to probe
the whole canon of the new critics I1 brought them into the picture
solely to raise a question and now that it is raised I1 propose to pur-
sue the answer without their further help the propositions that
follow then along with their order and their interpretation are my
own

in order to interpret life by transforming itsits raw materials into
art surely the first thing the artist has to do is observe actually
observation is the starting point in all human studies the sciences as
well as the arts charles darwin studying life forms in the galapagos
islands and john keats wrenching language intointo a surprising form
by his use of the word bloom as a transitive verb in his line from to

15 aristotle poetics trans S H butcher in great critics p 31
1616horacehorace epistle to the misospisos trans james harry and sara catroncarron smith in ibid p 126

markvmarkamark schorer technique as discovery the hudson review 1948 reprinted in the modern critical
Spectspectrumnum ed gerald jay and nancy M goldberg englewood cliffs NJ prentice hall 1962 p 70

cleanth brooks the formalist critic the kenyonkenyan review 1951 reprinted inin modemmodern critical
Specspectrumtram p L1
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autumn while barred clouds bloom the soft dying day 19

both achieved their startling results by careful observation and by the
careful noting of subtle similarities and differences the poet and the
scientist see through different eyes observing specific detail signifi-
cant to each though at times the two visions converge as they did for
instance in da vinci and in thoreau and perhaps the convergence is

much more frequent than we suspect an accurate and apt descrip-
tion of nature by a scientist often verges on or becomes poetry A
word such as symmetry means something quite different to a painter
and to a physicist but it has a deep meaning for both and traced to
the bottom of that depth the two divergent meanings spring from a
common source

As the myriads of things seen by the artist settle in the memory
they begin to assume patterns of order patterns that emerge more
clearly as a simultaneous activity begins the selecting of those details
relevant to the pattern and the passing over of those details that are
not or perhaps the process sometimes works in a reversed manner
as certain details images rhythms or whatever elbow their way
into the consciousness they demand the formation of a pattern to
accommodate them more than likely as I1 suggested earlier the pro-
cesses of selection and of patternmakingpattern making occur simultaneously at
any rate the two interact details are chosen to fit a pattern because
they are representative details and enforce on the mind the conviction
that the pattern is true and the pattern itself is a composite of rele-
vant detail

the interaction of pattern and detail or form and content con-
tinues into the next phase of our analysis that of organization or
arrangement in literature as we read one thing of necessity comes
before another the order can be one of time or of climax or it can
arise simply out of the effect of a certain juxtaposition in henry IV
part I1 we have a thematic alternation of two sets of scenes involving
shadow and substance in the first set there is a real meeting be-
tween hotspur and his wife followed by an imaginary meeting be-
tween them as envisioned by prince hal soon afterward in reversed
order there is an imaginary encounter between prince hal and his
father the king with falstaff acting the part of the father and this is
followed shortly by the real meeting between prince hal and the
king this example illustrates the use of order in thematic ar-
rangementsrangements and the importance of order is equally obvious as we

john keats to autumn in major british writers ed G B harrison enlarged ed 2 vols new
york harcourtHarcoun brace & world 1959 2357 st 3 line 25
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return to a use already cited the order of climax which determines
not only that there must be a gradual revelation up to the denoue-
ment but that there must have been signposts in the form of fore
shadowing all along the trail to build suspense and to tell us at the
end that the outcome was inevitable and that we should have seen it
from the beginning by means of order cause and effect become
observable and by means of order details are arranged so as to frame
each sequence relate it to others and make a whole of the unified
parts

the achieved wholeness of a work of art must have something of
the intensity that life itself has our wonder at seeing and feeling
that intensity is part of the surprise of art that gives rise to theories
claiming extra human powers for its creation but our subject now is

technique and an examination of how it contributes to artistic crea-
tion since to refer to mark schorer again the difference between
experience and art is technique A number of techniques enable a
poet to heighten the intensity of a statement for one thing the ar-
tist can use irony demonstrably by the use of irony we can say two
things and be understood to have communicated three there is

henry jones for instance who gives a stirring fourth of july speech
on patriotism but who fakes a heart condition to avoid the draft you
draw the conclusion yourself that he is a hypocrite and that fact need
not be spoken in this way and in more subtle forms the writer in-
creases the load of meaning carried by his words or take the exam-
ple of symbols A symbol is what it is and at the same time it
is something else thus multiplying the weight of meaning in the
words moby dick is a real whale and at the same time he might be a
symbol of god while in another chapter his whiteness might sym-
bolize evil thus the protean shapes which symbols can assume make
them capable of almost inexhaustible use the magic of prospero in
the tempest can be made to yield symbolic meaning for any age
for our day the magic wand has been likened to science with its abili-
ty to dazzle us with external displays of wonders and the forsaking
of magic by prospero symbolizes the recognition that greater wonder
exists in ordinary human relations in love for instance than in the
launching of a spaceship 20

in addition to irony and symbol other forms of figurative lan-
guage are also at the disposal of the literary artist metaphor is the
most basic and all the other types that have long greek names are

see harold C goddard the meaning of the tempest inin the creative reader ed R W stallman
and R E watterswaiters new york ronald press co 1954 ppap 63342633635 42
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somewhat in the nature of subdivisions all involve comparisons of
one thing to something that it is not the two being compared are
basically different but have something in common we can say the
steamer churned the water you cannot make butter with a ship and
you cannot go to sea in a churn but the appearance of the water
stirred up by the steamer is similar to that of cream being sloshed in a
churn if we have seen the one and not the other the comparison has
the effect of making the unknown known instantaneously or if one
of the things being compared is concrete and the other abstract the
figure has the capacity to make an abstraction immediately and vivid-
ly apprehensible by the senses as happens for example when mac-
beth says to describe his anguish 1 010 full of scorpions is my
mind 21we21 we see and feel nothing on hearing the word anguish but
we can certainly see and feel a mind full of scorpions by these and
other devices the feelings as well as the intellect of a reader of
literature become engaged so that the work becomes not just a state-
ment about an experience but an experience itself containing the
kinds of intensity associated with real experience there is an impor-
tant difference between the experience of art and the daily experi-
ences of life however the daily experiences of life fade rapidly and
are lost while the experience of art is capable of being recaptured
vividly again and again by generation after generation the addition
of technique or whatever it is has accomplished a remarkable
transformation

I1 do not intend to provide a comprehensive treatment of tech-
nique here by going on to cover the subjects of diction word order
sentence structure connotation and the various devices of sound and
rhythm used in poetry I1 hope rather that the high points I1 have
already exposed provide a kind of paradigm enough exposure to en-
able us to ask again the question posed at the beginning of the discus-
sion of technique

Is technique by itself enough to explain the process by which raw
life is turned into the finished product of art in answering the ques-
tion we have certainly been impressed enough by technique to be
able to say that it can do a great deal and that statement by itself is a
technique of irony known as understatement we can probably say
that without technique there can be no art that technique is an es-
sential ingredient in the transformationltransformarionltransformations process if this were not so
there would seem to be little justification for classes in creative
writing browning apparently thought technique alone was not

nmacbethmacbethimacbeth III111ili ii 36
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enough for his faultless painter andrea del sartosano lacks soulsoui 22

but if the whole process of creation is to be thought of in terms of in-
spiration where does one begin to teach it so let us return to the
basic question is technique alone enough

even as we look at the evidence of those who emphasize tech-
nique we encounter some disturbing gaps aristotle for instance in
telling us that poetry has its origin in instincts for imitation and for
harmony and rhythm fails to tell us what instincts are and where they
come from and horace in telling us that good poetry is the result of
a combination of natural gifts and hard work leaves us with a similar
question the hard work can be directed toward technique but
where do natural gifts come from brooks likewise tells us that the
formal relations in a work of literature may include but certain-
ly exceed those of logic 23 and in that excess we have again an
unaccounted for increment finally in discussing the emergence of
pattern as details are selected during the creative process we are left
wondering where the pattern came from

we could give one answer as to the origin of patterns that they
come from deep in the memory from an activity at work in the un-
conscious mind alexander pope who came from a tradition empha-
sizing the importance of technique should have if any poet could
have told us that technique is self sufficient but he did not tell us
that quite the contrary in an essay on criticism he says that in
poetry are nameless graces which no methods teach 24 in the same
work pope seems to anticipate the notion that the patterns of art
come from a deep unconscious source in the memory these patterns
he writes are something whose truth convinced at sight we find
that gives us back the image of our mind 25 this thought of popes
is echoed by keats in his well known statement in a letter to a friend
that the truth in poetry comes almost as a remembrance 26

all of these references to patterns coming into the consciousness
of the poet from a deep source in memory are a preface of course to
a discussion of archetypes modern archetypal criticism has two
sources the golden bough of sir james george frazer27Frazer27 and the

22mobertrobert browning Ancandrealreairea del sartosano in major british writers 2510 13

23Brooks the formalist critic p 1

UAalexanderlexandermalexander pope an essay on criticism in criticism the major statements ed charles kaplan new
york st martins press 1975 p 204 line 144

25ibid25 ibid p 208 lines 99 100

john26john keats to john taylor in malormajormaior british writers 2362
gamesvames frazer the golden bough 13 vols 1890 reprint ed new york st martins press 1980 for

a shorter version of this work see james frazer the golden bough abr ed new york macmillan co
1951
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concept of the collective unconscious developed by carlCarcaricarljungljungjung 28

frazer discovered that patterns of human behavior repeat themselves
in myths from cultures widely separated and without contact myths
therefore become keys to an understanding of human behavior one
of the most pervasive of these patterns or archetypes for example is
that of the scapegoat it has existed from time immemorial as re-
vealed in ancient myth and ritual and it appears today as widespread
as in the past whenever an evil is discovered in our midst our first
reaction is to find a guilty person to bear the blame and by ritually
punishing that person we rid ourselves of our collective guilt jung
explained these archetypal patterns of behavior by saying that the
history of the race persists in the unconscious mind of all people
thus pope and keatsreachedkeats reached for their patterns of truth into so deep a
pool of memory that they cannot explain the origin and when these
same patterns are presented to readers each reader is stirred by a
racial memory that is so deep in the unconscious that he is perplexed
to explain why he is stirred the memory might be of something as
seemingly simple as a rhythm or a color or it might be as complex as a
pattern of behavior for the poet the important thing is that the

image of our mind presented in the poem has to be precisely as
pope worded it an image of our mind not just of the poets
mind the universality of the poets appeal stems from the fact that
the author has drawn his image out of the collective unconscious the
world spirit or spiritus mundi as yeats called it in the second
coming

the archetypalists present us with an explanation of the source of
the transformational power of art to which we should be able to say
here at last is a theory based on natural phenomena no more magic
no more mystery but as we look more closely we cannot say that
we are still left with a mystery as profound as ever surrounded by
questions as unanswerable as ever the dark unfathomable pool of
the unconsciousunconscious and the artist fishing on its bank in order to draw
forth an archetypal fish this is certainly an image as immersed in
magic as that of the alchemist wreathed in fumes from his retorts or
that even further back in history of the oracles of delphi stupefying
themselves over fumarolesfumaroles in the temple of apollo so that their con-
scious minds cannot interfere with the transmission of the message
from the god

here we are again it seems at the point where we began still
confronting the two axioms one of which says that we love life and

caricarl jung archetypes and the collective unconscious princetonPrincetoneion princetonPrinceronceton university press 1968
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the other that we cannot keep it for long and art is still there resolv-
ing the dilemma to a degree by offering to transform the well loved
but transitory experience of life into the enduring substance of art
but how remains the question still we are not quite back where we
started in that by now we are convinced there is some kind of power
something beyond technique an excess beyond logic required to
transmute experience into art but the power is not outside human
life it is inside it the power is the power of life itself grand
awesome comic tragic superb pitiful the whole range of adjec-
tives supplied by our vocabularies and more life is too great to be
contained in any system and the forms of art that reflect it have con-
stantly to be reshaped and the old molds redesigned and recast to
hold its transcended vision if for only a moment whenever some-
thing new is added to an existing order says T S eliot in his well
known essay tradition and the individual talent 29 the whole
order has to be changed to accommodate it thus the past is altered by
the present art succeeds for a time in holding life in an expression of
it but life is too powerful too dynamic too multifarious to be con-
tainedtainedbainedd that same force that compels us to love life in the first place
isis ample to provide the power for the transformation of its unending
manifestations into art if life itself does not offer mystery enough to
satisfy us it is because we are singularly insensitive

resorting to magic as an explanation of the incomprehensible
may imply a deus ex machina working behind the scenes and pulling
hidden wires to achieve contrived effects but it is hard for us human
beings caught in the experience of human life to conjure up any-
thing that is really outside or beyond the fabric of our humanness As
a result our attempts at magical interpretations often become sym-
bolic of forces in life that we cannot understand or do not want to
understand take as an example the love potion in the tristram and
iseultyseult legend the love is a forbidden one to let it go forward in
naturalistic terms would render the participants contemptible in-
capable of controlling their passions but those who invented the
legend wanted an explanation that would justify the unlawful play of
their own passions and their unconscious desires were met by a magic
potion which deprived the participants of will and hence of guilt or
responsibility throughout the history of courtly love this magic was
conferred on adulterous passion conveniently clearing those involved
of moral responsibility in this example as in most others we find
that magical interpretations may have seemed intended as an escape

29t S eliot tradition and the individual talent in criticism the major statements ppap 474 82

478



from life but that they double back upon themselves and thrust us
once more into the context of the life force that life force exerted a
greater pull upon yeats than did the magic of the crucible in sailing
to byzantium 30 in his later poem byzantium yeats disavowed
the artifice of the gold bird for the mire and blood of reality 31

two of tennysonsTennysons creations the lady of shalott32 and Tithonus 33

chose mortal life over a magical immortality to human beings the
life force exerts a pull no one can escape except through death

the term life force seems pretentious let us give the more
familiar name love to that force which bends us inexorably to life
defined thus it is the same term we began our first axiom with the
axiom that we love life there are so few exceptions to our saying that
we love life that the statement remains axiomatic and being bound
fast to life by love the artist tries to come to a full realization of it and
thus preserves it through a power that love of life itself confers en-
abling the artist to perform the miracle of transmuting the ore of
common experience into the gold of art we have moved from magic
to miracles

it should not surprise us that love performs miracles in art since it
performs miracles in so many other areas of life in a religious sense
it transforms the ugliness of hatred into the beauty of peace through
forgiveness in human growth it transforms a shriveled soul locked
in the husk of its own ego into a mature loving and caring man or
woman and even in a biological sense it is the force recognized by
dylan thomas that through the green fuse drives the flower 34the34 the
force that causes a seed to respond to moisture warmth and light
and who can say that such a response is not love or that the magnifi-
cence of a plant in bloom is not a response of joy to its existence
some people have found this to be true to the point that they talk to
plants understandable but also unnecessary once we recognize that
love is not limited to the brain

love takes surprising turns in art sometimes appearing almost as
its opposite again not surprising since the spectrum of its manifesta-
tions is not an arc of one hundred eighty degrees but a full circle in
which opposites merge as illustrated in a modern poem called love
song I1 and thou by alan dugan

30yeats sailing to byzantium in selected poems and two plays p 95

william butler yeats byzantium inin ibid p 132 st 3 line 24

alfredaifredalgred lord tennyson the lady of shalottshagottShalott in morcafmaf or british writers 232384258484 86
33alfredalgred lord tennyson Tithonus in ibid 2396 97

dylan31dylan thomas that through the green fuse drives the flower collectedpoemscollected poems 193419521934 1952 lon-
don J N dent & sons 1952 p 9 line 1
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nothing is plumb level or square
the studs are bowed the foistsjoists

are shaky by nature no piece fits
any other piece without a gap

or pinch and bent nails
dance all over the surfacing

like maggots by christ
I1 am no carpenter I1 built

the roof for myself the walls
for myself the floors

for myself and got
hung up in it myself I1

danced with a purple thumb
at this housewarminghouse warming drunk

with my prime whiskey rage
oh I1 spat rages nails

into the frame up of my work
it held it settled plumb

level solid square and true
for that great moment then

it screamed and went on through
skewing as wrong the other way

god damned it this is hell
but I1 planned it I1 sawed it

I1 nailed it and I1
will live in it until it kills me

I1 can nail my left palm
to the lefthandleft hand crosspiececross piece but

I1 cant do everything myself
I1 need a hand to nail the right

a help a love a you a wife 35

but dugan cannot deceive us into believing that this is hate
true in this strangest of love songs he sees life as a cross to which he
can nail himself only with a little help that of a wife to hammer the
last nail but the tenacity with which he clings to life betrays the
truth that in his own words I1 he is hung up on life and that he will
live it out until it kills him there is a fierce clinging here that we
have to call love as the author himself called it in his title neither

alan35aian dugan love song I1 and thou in poems new haven conn yale university press 1961
p 12 reprinted in the norton anthology ofmodernof modemModern poetry ed richard ellmann and robert oclair new
york W W norton & co 1973 ppap 1037 38 used by permission
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the mawkish and conventional pose of keats to have been half in
love with easeful death 36 nor the denial of sylvia plath or anne sex-
ton that becomes real death and therefore life since the only signifi-
cance death has is given to it by the life that it ends in addition to
the expression of a tenacious clinging to life dugans poem also has a
reference to christ to being a carpenter and to being crucified the
speaker does not really compare himself to christ but the poem
nevertheless provides its own kind of redemption in its acceptance of
life for its own sake and on its own terms making the poem itself a
transformation achieved through love

dugans poem was perhaps an extreme example of my thesis that
love is the transformational power in art love of life love of this
world love of the exercise of a craft to balance the effect I1 turn in
conclusion to another poem one more familiar in its approach the
author of this poem is james wright the title of his poem is A
blessing I1 have chosen my examples from contemporary american
authors to demonstrate that the powers we have been discussing are
neither dead nor asleep here is A blessing

just off the highway to rochester minnesota
twilight bounds softly forth on the grass
and the eyes of those two indian ponies
darken with kindness
they have come gladly out of the willows
to welcome my friend and me
we step over the barbed wire into the pasture
where they have been grazing all day alone
they ripple tensely they can hardly contain their happiness
that we have come
they bow shyly as wet swans they love each other
there is no loneliness like theirs
at home once more
they begin munching the young tufts of spring in the darkness
I1 would like to hold the slenderer one in my arms
for she has walked over to me
and nuzzled my left hand
she is black and white
her mane falls wild on her forehead
and the light breeze moves me to caress her long ear
that is delicate as the skin over a girl s wrist

john3johnajohn keats ode to a nightingale in major british writers 2344 st 6 line 5522
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suddenly I1 realize
that if I1 stepped out of my body I1 would break
into blossom 37

the miracle is performed that which was an ordinary experi-
ence of stopping to look at the horses has been transmuted into a
lasting experience capable of moving us and those who will replace
us there is no doubt but that the experience has undergone sea
changes during the process of transmutation such sea changes are
the mark and the stamp of that mysterious power in life that wants to
save something of itself from annihilation and so touches a plain ob-
ject and out of love confers on it immortality the transformational
power of love manifest in art is miraculous because life is a miracle

james wright A blessing in poetry 97 october 1960 march 1961 343 reprinted in norton
anthology ofmodernof modemModern poetry ppap 1180 81 used by permission
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christmas voices

josephs christmas eve

seems almost jahveh didnt want us here
feet growing sore enough to etch

in slow relief each rock and tree could I1

have doubts even now so great they d stretch

the road like that or drag us finally here
to where no door will close against

the cold where father no father I1 ve straw for ease
of pangs they seize her now and scents

are those of barn and stall the simple ass
that carried her deserves as much

what word was that only a cry new born
and what a cry so soon the touch

of marymaryss breath tonight meant heavens close
and now that light above the ridge

that choir both softly swelling softly rillingfilling
As if with light and sound to bridge

the earth and sky but look they come to rest
on mary s berth reflecting clear

As though that manger were their source it is

the word himself jahveh lies there
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christmas 33 AD

he tells me that until he knows again
the splitting bud breaking into olive leaves
all earth will reckon time from that predawnpredapre dadawnwn
dawn when joseph handed him to me
to dry him and to swaddle

my soul doth magnify my son

through three and thirty springs I1 ve known
renewing warmth each year of our lord
A year of my son
each year I1 know his gifts beyond the need
of gold or frankincense or myrrh
the warmth has come again
I1 know the olive grows new leaves
but now I1 shiver

my soul doth magnify

follow me he said but whither he goes we cannot
that ass he rode no bigger than the one that brought us both
to bethlehem walked this time on leaves of palm
and flowered wreaths but thorns were somewhere
there he knows as we can never know
the measure of his creation
my soul contracts like drying olive leaves

my soul doth magnify

I1 saw him born of me of water and of fire
I1 feel again the pangs like hammer blows
intenserintenderIntenser now than ever at his birth
oh what is being born
of thorns and cross and blood from pores
hes now I1 know at gethsemane
and people talk of crucify
he told his twelve the son of man my son
Is betrayed to be crucified
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my soul doth magnify

A sword shall pierce thy soul
the pangs bring darkness to the earth
yet something warms their very source
what was it nicodemus heard another night
who believes in him shall not perish but have
life the pangs redouble and now I1 know
they 11ll stop not even with his death
but they must mean yes now I1 know they mean
eternal life is being born

my soul doth magnify the lord my son

christmas 33 AD II11

ah where is my power nownow my glory my majesty

restrained here with all space open to me but caught
with all my longings focused down on him
my light passes through a prism
too dark tonight for any rainbow gleam

where I1 am is heaven but heaven tonight
Is hell I1 felt it then and knew id feel it now
when morning stars together sang
and all my children shouted for joy of our coming
creation mine the spirit moving upon the waters
theirs the coupling of flesh to spirit
felt it when he said send me

felt it again in all the joy of breathing
spirit into dust of earth and felt it when all
around me rang those alleluiasallelunasalleluias at his birth
1I knew this night must be theytheyll11ll ring again
but now the hammers ring in hollow tones that make
him sure his blood pours where mine cannot
and I1 can only stand and wait
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and mary mother of my son my one begotten son
how those blows and blood descend on her
no light can touch her now
and none goes out from me

one eyelash twitch and all
would change the pain evaporate in floods of light
that soldier with the spear forevermore
transfixed how can my eyelash stand the strain

but no that they be free my eye stays bare
tonight I1 forsake him he hangs
alone

and I1 remain alone no beam from me can bear
my love to him and all his pain thrusts up
into my heart

finished the travail of earth has ended
the relief comes sharper and heavier than the pain
I1 live with him below it all A thousand years
A day to god this day and night I1 wait
A thousand years

but look the rainbow light breaks through
his prison stone refractsretracts his light
my son reborn to me
he brings my power and glory and majesty with him
he brings my children home

the alleluiasallelunasAlleluias are my own

mardenMardemardenjmardenanJJ clark

marden J clarkdarkoark a retired english professor from brigham young university received the association for
mormon letters poetry award for his book of poetry moods oblateoflateof latslate
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the sting of the rasawasppasa
early nauvoo newspaper
april 1842 to april 1843

jerry C jolley

the wasp an early mormon periodical was one of many small
newspapers striving to make a place and a name in an era called by
many the golden age of american journalism newspapers were
the most popular of american reading materials in the 1840s almost
all growing frontier communities sought to establish a small press
and more populous areas often had a dozen or more the boom of
newspaper publishing throughout the country caused a jump from
800 such papers in 1830 to 1400 in 1840 1

the motives behind the eager interest shown by the common
man for newspapers in the 1840s were social political religious and
literary one author has suggested that 89 percent of the white
population of the country was literate in 1840 2 while this estimate
seems high it does indicate that a large percentage of US citizens
created a market for cheap newspapers

the average newspaper in the less populous regions was not only
edited but written almost entirely by the editor who was often poorly
educated this was an era of democratic agitation in which the pri-
macy of the newspaper was virtually unchallenged frequently the
editor or his financial backer established a newspaper with the specific
purpose of expressing or suppressing a definite political religious or
social view vicious libel was common

financial problems also occurred frequently and many of the
small town newspapers went under in their enthusiasm to corner
unique events and extend their circulation

jerry C jolley is an associate professor of sociology at lewis clarkdarkoark state college in lewiston idaho
robert E riegel young america 1830 1840 norman university of oklahoma press 1949 p 409

marveyharvey wish society and thought in early america 2 vols new york longmans green and co
1950 52 1447
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PURPOSE AND FORMAT

the first issue of the wasp appeared on 16 april 1842 its editor
and publisher was william smith youngest brother ofofjosephjoseph smith
apostle in the mormon church and nauvoo city councilman

william had definite ideas about the direction his weekly should
pursue the raspwasp according to its editor would combat the shafts
of slander foul calumniescalumnies and base misrepresentations of
some public presses and seek to convey correct information to the
world and thereby disabuse the public mind as to the many slanders
that are constantly perpetrated against us 3 the choice of the name
itself indicates that the wasp would not hesitate to sting those
who opposed the editors views particularly those distorting mor-
monism and advocating hate and persecution against the rising city of
the saints nevertheless while william was determined to provide a
counterbalance to what he saw as an anti mormon crusade by other
publications in the region he was also concerned that he not appear
too enthusiastic in his own efforts we shall always endeavor he
added in the first edition to act upon the defensive with our op-
ponents not upon the offensive 4

in addition the wasp was to be a public journal ambitiously
devoting its columns to the arts sciences literature agriculture
trade commerce and the general news of the times whether local
national or international this was to be done with the hope that
it might be subservient to the cause of humanity justice and
truth 5

the raspwasp was not the only newspaper in nauvoo the times
and seasons had been published since november of 1839 taking
note of this fact william smith observed in the first number that
while it is true the times and seasons is published in this place

it is being devoted exclusively to matters of religion and its size
being quite limited there can be no space found in its columns for
the local and general news of the day 6

earlier attempts had also been made to publish a weekly similar
to the wasp don carlos smith another brother to the prophet
joseph smith had planned to publish a secular newspaper to be
known as the news and later after that did not succeed one to be
known as the nauvoo ensign and zarahemlaZarahemla standard 7 the city of

3 introductory the wasp 16 april 1842 p 2
41bidbid italics in all quoted material are found in the original
william smith proposal for publishing the wasp wasp 16 april 1842 p 4

introductory wasp 16 april 1842 p 212
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zarahemlaZarahemla was to be established across the river from nauvoo 8 the
second attempt also failed when don carlos died in the summer of
1841 9

the wasp was issued weekly on saturdays until 1 february 1843
when it came out on wednesdays with some few exceptions such as
when paper shortages occurred until 19 april 1843 the four pages
of the wasp printed on 11 x 16 inch sheets were divided into four
columns and on the front page below the symbolic heading was the
inscription truth crushed to earth will rise again bryant the
printing offices were located on the corner of water and bain
streets in the same building which housed the offices of the times
and seasons the cost of the weekly was announced as follows

terms 1501.50150 invariably in advance

REFLECTOR OF international NATIONAL AND LOCAL NEWS

along with the purpose of disseminating the truth of nauvoo to
the world the wasp was established to bring the general news of the
day from international national and local sources following similar
practices of the times the wasp freely borrowed articles from other
newspapers in the united states including the warsaw signal the
plain dealer newark advocate new york herald and the times
andseasonsand seasons news was also obtained from letters as well as overland
and river travelers

news from europe was popular the wasp carried articles about
european money markets debates of the british parliament and
items of social interest one story in this last category titled horr-
ors of the english collieriesCollieries treated the inhuman burdens of
young children who were

placed in the coal minesmines at the age of six years they are obligated to
crawl on their hands and knees in the mud and even at the tender age
named they are worked from eleven to fourteen hours a day they are
excluded from light 10

the prophet visited the offices of the wasp from time to time
and wasp news items are mentioned in joseph smith s history one
selection which received such notice was entitled awful destruction
of life terrible earthquake in the island of st domingo 1 I11I1

joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesusof jesus christ oflatterof larterlatter day saints 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt
lake city deseret news 1932 51 3382 hereafter cited as history of the church

ibid91bid 4393 398 99
wastwaft101paspwasp 16june16 june 1842 p 111

history of the church 521521 wasp 2255 june 1842 p I11
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most of the readers of the wasp would have had great interest in
national events especially those dealing with US expansion and
politics for oregon territory described the emigration of more
than one thousand persons who planned to go to the northwest an
area not yet US territory 12 readers were kept up to date on con-
tinuing pitched battles with mexico the newspaper also pub-
lished president tylerseylers proclamation protest of the president
criticizing the house of representatives for passing a revenue bill 13

local news amounted to nearly half the coverage on the four
pages of each weeks wastwasp

scientific discoveries and inventions were no doubt among the
most popular features the planned construction of a flying machine
was detailed under the title aerial navigation and colts under-
water submarine battery a type of mine was discussed 14 one arti-
cle reprinted from the philadelphia ledger related the discovery of a

real mermaid

the present age exceeds all others in the extent and variety of its
discoveries the greatest discovery yet made has still to be an-
nouncednounced and it is left for us to make the fact public we have seen a
mermaid start not and curl your lips with scorn though concerning a
fish it is not anisaasjasajaanasafish storysjoo we have seen the tangible evidence exhibited
to our senses of the existence of that monster hitherto deemed fabulous
by all the learned not in the alluring garb and seductive form
represented in the picture books the mermaid we saw has none of
these attractions but is as ugly a little monster as was ever seen
resembling more in appearance about the upper part of the body a
mummified monkey than an angelic fish this animal fish
flesh or whatever it may be is about three feet long and the lower part
of the body is a perfectly formed fish it has perfectly formed
breasts arms and hands the latter resembling more the human hand
more than a monkeys sic with white nails on the finger ends

the top of the head is bald but the sides are covered with
hair like the well trained ringlets of some fair damsel the
cheeks eyes and lips bear a semblance to humanity the animal
is now in charge of a gentleman at jonesJonejoneshotelhotelsHotel though the owner
has refused to exhibit it publicly 15

literary pieces and poetry were a must for every edition of the
raspwasp expository themes on the mind the sexes and the impor-
tance of motherhood were included along with serials and an occa-
sional humorous article humorous items included lamentations of
an old bachelor or a little quip such as this

IWiwlaspwasplasP 29 march 1843 p 1

ibid 14 may 1842 p 1 1 october 1842 p 2
141141bidxibidbibidbid 14 january 1843 lpp 2

ibid15ibid 27 august 1842 p 4
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did you pull my nose in earnest sir
certainly I1 did sir giving it another tweekaweek

its well for you for I1 dont allow any body totojokejoke me in that way 16

poetry was contributed by national favorites or local renowns such as
eliza R snow and gustavus hill

the wasp constantly reminded its readers that the missouri
persecutions were still fresh in the minds of the saints and they would
not tolerate this type of treatment again the second editorial for ex-
ample carried the heading we were not the aggressors with an-
other editorial titled unfair 17 other articles made an attempt to
set straight the erroneous reports of mormon provocationsprovocations one such
story was great news from the mormonscormonsMormons battle no one18One 18

which disclosed a purported raging battle between the mormonscormons and
the anti mormonscormons

little of a religious nature was in the wasp A passing word of
joseph smiths religious activities or legal battles or an announce-
ment of temple dues and construction progress appeared from time to
time but for the most part the wasp left religious announcements
to the times and seasons

in an era when the telephone was nonexistent a local newspaper
was a valuable bulletin board emma smith used the pages of the
wasp to request hymns and joseph used it to communicate orders to
members of the nauvoo legion and announce public military dis-
plays the wasp mentioned the names of political candidates and
the results of elections A weekly announcement of births and deaths
was carried

an ever increasing amount of advertising and industrial growth
was evident as merchants used the newspaper to market their goods
one could find in the pasowasppaswasp advertisements for such things as window
sash ready made coffins hides and skins book binding smok-
ing chimney repair no cure no pay and hiram kimballsKimballs re-
quest for the contracting of one million bricks 19 produce and grow-
ing conditions were the topics of frequent reports 20

serious medical notices of that day would seem ludicrous now
lozenges could be purchased for every ailment and if one bought dr
shermanssheriansShermans worm lozenges he could be sure of the only infallible

ibid 30 april 1842 p 313 11 june 1842 p 313

ibid 23 april 1842 p 212 22 october 1842 p 2

Is ibid 27 august 1842 p 2

19thissthisathis noticenotice appeared in numerous issues see for example ibid 14 14januaryjanuary 1843 p 313

scesee for example the reports on crops ibid 20 august 1842 appp 2 4
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worm medicine ever discovered 21 dr brinks services were adver-
tised in this manner

dr brink is consulted in the most intricate and protracted cases of secret
disease that require practical experience to insure success every species
andformand form of the disease must yield to his treatment which isis in all
cases mild and soft will treat the disease upon the principle of no
cure no pay 22

unfortunately dr brink was later taken to court and convicted of
malpractice

EDITORIAL BATTLES

within a few weeks of the first issue of the wasp s colorful
career william smith locked his editorial column in direct battle
with the warsaw signal sangamojournalsangamonsangamo journal and the quincy wigwhigrighig
while such feuds between editors are typical of frontier communi-
ties few rivalries became as heated as the exchange between thomas
sharp and william smith

thomas C sharp edited the weekly warsaw signal which was
the successor to the western world founded by daniel N white in
1840 warsaw was only a few miles from nauvoo and on at least one
occasion thomas sharp apparently ventured to the growing mormon
town little is known of this particular visit but sharp is thought to
have conversed with the prophet and shared in a turkey dinner with
him william later referred to sharp as the turkey thomas
sharp was unimpressed with mormonism and his early editorials
took note of activities in nauvoo but showed no open conflict with
the mormonscormonsMormons he soon fell into dire financial circumstances with his
weekly and the 12 april 1842 edition of the warsaw signal carried
the announcement of the discontinuance of the newspaper after
reading the first edition of the wasp a week later however he made
a quick about face and in another week published another edition of
the warsaw signal which carried an article titled proposals for con-
tinuing the warsaw signal 1323

sharps ire which later led to a vicious and relentless editorial
war may have been raised early on by byjosephjoseph smiths cancellation of
his subscription of the warsaw signal min 1841 and the accompanying
letter in which the prophet stated

ibid 17 september 1842 p 3

221bidibid 2 july 1842 p 3
23 wansawwarsaw signal 27 april 1842 p 2
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sir you will discontinue my paper its contents are calculated to
pollute me and to patronize the filthy sheet that tissue of lies that
sink of iniquity is disgraceful to any moral man yours with utter con-
tempt JOSEPH SMITH

PS please publish the above in your contemptible paper
JJSS 24

this letter was included in the signal in a column prefaced A new
revelation from joe smith the prophets letter came in response
to a column written by sharp two weeks before which mentioned dis-
satisfaction among some of the new immigrants in nauvoo

having felt the barbs of several of sharps columns months be-
fore the founding of the wasp william smith began his regular at-
tacks on thomas sharp from the wasps very first number one of
these articles entitled nose ology attacked tomassthomasstomthom ASS C
sharp asserting that the length of his snout is said to be in the ex-
act proportion of seven to one compared with his intellectual facul-
ties having upon its convex surface fourteen well developed
bumps william continued by explaining that these bumps signi-
fied fourteen traits the first being anti mormonitiveness 25

the weekly installments of this personal feud drew the attention
of the neighboring peoria register and the sangamonsangamo journal which
while initially criticizing the editorial battle later joined the anti
mormon bandwagon

the sangamonsangamo journaljournaladJournatadaladhad little to say about the mormonscormons until
election time approached injulyinjuryin july 1842 when it opened a full barrage
claiming that the mormon church was part of the democratic political
machine the sangamonsangamo journaljournalwaswas strictly a whig publication and
motivated not so much by religious differences with the mormonscormons as
by the political vote the saints could wield A five column spread was
carried in the 8 july issue of the journal which exposed the
mormon plot and league by which THOMAS FORD and JOHN MOORE
hope to be elected governor and lieut governor of illinois ex-
plainingplaining the reason for the article the editors proclaimed it our duty
to publish the documentary evidence showing the dangerous
nature of this corrupt and scandalous coalition 26 to add weight to
its viewpoint thejournalthe journal proceeded to disclose the john C bennett
letters and account of corruption in nauvoo the sangamonsangamo journal
far exceeded the warsaw signal min its praise ofbennett describing his

known character for fearlessness in a cause he knows to be right 27

241bid241ibidbid 2 june 1841 p 2
25wasawasp 3030 april 1842 p 212

26sangamojournalsangamonsangamoSan zamogamofamo journal 8 july8july 1842 p 2

271bidibid 15 july 1847 p 212
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striking back william smith published the wasps only extra ex-
posing john C bennett then in the following issue william un-
leashed the bitterest comments of his wasp career in a column en-
titled A golden iron wedge reward he crisply stated

ran away from the state of illinois oneonejohnjohn C bennett recently
a journeyman liar slanderer and discloser for the jack ass of the
sangamosangamon journal the said sangomosangemo sic jack ass having bargained
with or hired the said journeyman liar for a little state pap 28

the quincy whig also drew fire from william smith for its sugges-
tion that the mormonscormons leave the state

the editorial feud changed course only when william smith
resigned his job as editor as a result of his election to the state
legislature in the fall of 1842 the history of joseph smith notes
under the date of 10 december that in this day s paper william
smith gave his valedictory resigning the editorship of the wasp to
elder john taylor 29 like william smith john taylor had little
respect for thomas sharp indeed elder taylor hadbad referred to the
signal editor as a violent unprincipled man 30 but unlike his
predecessor john taylor was to take a more conservative approach
with the wasp no doubt hoping to lessen the ill feelings mounting
against the mormonscormons in illinois

meanwhile the sangamonsangamo journal had changed its emphasis to
current events of local interest and hardly mentioned the mormonscormons
for another few months no longer feeling the sting of the wasp
thomas sharp turned the editorship and publication of the warsaw
signal over to thomas gregg who not only leaned toward a more
friendly policy with the mormonscormons but also changed the name of the
signal to the warsaw message this lessening of animosity was
welcomed by the wasp which expressed the following in its 19 april
1843 issue

we should judge from the following paragraph from the warsaw
messamessagege that the editors of that paper are about taking a different
course towards the citizens of this place than taken by the editor of the
warsaw signal 31

this cessation of hostility was only dimmed for about a year
however after which thomas sharp regained the warsaw paper
renamed it the warsaw signal and resumed his tirade against the

28wasp 30july30 july 1842 p 2

history odtheof tlethetam church 5204
OBB H roberts A comprehensive history odtheoftheof taetherae church 6 vols 1930 reprint ed provo utah

brigham young university press 1965 2219 dl
wasp 19 april 1843 p 2
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mormonscormonsMormons sharps bitter resentment of the saints eventually led him
to advocate their extermination his declaration which appeared in
the pages of the warsaw signal asserted that

war and extermination is inevitable CITIZENS ARISE ONE and
ALLAU can you standbyfrandstandfrund by and suffer such INFERNAL DEVILS to ROB

men of their property RIGHTS without avenging them we have no
timetime for comment every man will make his own LET IT BE MADE WITH

POWDER AND BALL

CHANGE OF NAME AND philosophy

although the wasp had lost much of its sting with the
resignation of william smith it endured in size and name until the
completion of its first year of publication in april 1843 the sugges-
tion for a change of name and policy for the wasp came from james
arlington bennett of new york mr bennett had practiced law and
written some textbooks in new york and was a man of some wealth
and influence 33 he had on occasion corresponded withjosephwith joseph smith
and published letters in some new york papers championing the
mormon cause in one of his letters to the prophet he wrote the
following in reference to the wasp 1 I dont like the name mildness
should characterize everything that comes from nauvoo and even a
name as peleg says in his ethics has much influence on one side or
the other 34 joseph perhaps worried by the aggressive nature of the
wasp agreed to the change and plans were announced to rename it
the dove of the west and publish it in the mormon community of
keokuk iowa across the mississippi river from nauvoo 35 this plan
was never implemented however and the wasp continued under
the less militant john taylor until april of 1843 by march
of 1843 joseph smith had selected the new name that the wasp
would receive in april the prophets history records the following

gave the following name to the wasp enlarged as is con-
templatedtemplated the nauvoo neighbor our motto the saints singu-
larity is union liberty Cbcharityarity 36

the nauvoo neighbor was to have not only a larger size but also
a new philosophy the prospectus of the neighbor printed in ad-
vance stated that the wasp partaking so much of the nature of the

32wiarsawwarsaw signal 1212junejune 1844 p 2 see also robert B flanders nauvoo kingdom on the mississippi
urbana university of illinois press 1965 p 308

johnj33johnJ stewart joseph smith the mormon prophet salt lake city mercury publishing co 1966
p 166

history34histoty ofodthefhethe church 5114
35 35stewartstewart joseph smith the mormon prophet p 166

36histo7yhistory odtheof teetheree church 5304 5
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industrious bee has gathered honey from every flower and its
pages are now read with interest by a large and respectable number of
subscribers 37 indicating the course the new paper was to take the
nauvoo neighbors first editorial announced

we now according to promise present our young friend before the
world in his new dress and with his new name relative to the
course that we shall pursue we shall endeavor to cultivate a friendly
feeling towards all and not interfere with the rights of others either
politically or religiously 38

it is impossible for us who live 140 years after the advent of the
wasp to understand its full impact on nauvoo and surrounding
areas to those not enthusiastic with the mormon community and
challenge the wasp may have been seen only in the manner de-
scribed by this disgruntled contemporary for illiterate and vulgar
abuse and silly nonsense it had seldom been excelled 39 to the
mormonscormons and their friends it was probably considered a necessary
means of expounding mormonism countering defamation and edu-
cating and informing a thriving frontier town in any case it was a
colorful voice in a troubled land

warp37wiaspwasp 5 april 1843 p 11I1 also in 12 april 1843 p 11I1 and 19 april 1843 p 2
38namvoonauvoo neighbor 3 may 1843 p 212

39thomas gregg the prophet of ofpalmyrapalmyra new york john B alden publisher 1890 p 179
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book reviews

LEVY LEONARDLEONAMleonal W treason against god A history of the
offense of ofblasphemyblasphemy new york schocken books 1981 432432ppappp
249524.952495

reviewed by malcolm R thorp associate professor of history brigham young
university

leonard J levy s treason against goygodguis is a study of the suppres-
sion of the freedom of religious expression from ancient greece to
1700 this is the first of a projected two volume work the second
volume will continue the story within the anglo american legal tra-
dition to the present professor levy is a well known authority on
american legal history his study of the origins odtheof taetherae fifth amend-
ment was awarded a pulitzer prize in 1969

the crime of blasphemy in the judeofudeo christian tradition is first
identified in exodus 2228 where it is written thou shalt not revile
the gods the details of how blasphemersblasphemers were to be treated came
to moses somewhat later lev 2410 26 when he sat in judgment
over an unknown man accused of reviling against god on this occa-
sion moses judged that he that blasphemethblasphemeth the name of the
LORD he shallsurelyshallshailshali surely be put to death and all the congregation shall
certainly stone him verse 16 levy argues however that the of-
fense was rarely punished in old testament times but after the
death of christ when the christian church came to a position of
political dominance in the late roman empire there followed long
centuries of persecution of those who deviated from established
christian norms during this time the definition of blasphemy was
extended to include not only verbal defamation of deity but also the
holding of heterodoxical opinions

levy s study is a serious thought provoking work that pro-
vides useful insights into the history of blasphemy the theme of
this volume is provided by the question if vengeance belongs to
providence why invoke the criminal law for such offenses for levy

leonard W levy origins ofodthethe fifth amendment new york oxford university press 1968
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the answer is found in the christian hierarchyshierarchys dogmas concerning
salvation that is entrance into the kingdom was at stake in addi-
tion it was believed the blasphemy as well as the more general
charge of heresy if allowed to go unpunished would threaten the
moral fabric of both church and state but levy asserts perse-
cutorscutorstutorsrs acted out of choice not necessity because christianity
also yielded a tradition of toleration p 332 the numbers of fis-
sions in matters of belief throughout the christian past stemmed he
feels from the innermost depths of consciousness and as time pro-
gressed the blasphemyblasphemyheresyheresy persecutions came to be viewed as a
threat to the wellspring of religious creativity that it was necessary to
espouse toleration was recognized in england in the seventeenth cen-
tury as the incertitude of things in matters of faith to use lockes
famous phrase it was finally realized that religious liberty eventual-
ly was possible for none unless it became possible for all

the major problem with treason against god however is the
books polemical quality this is apparent in the chapter on the

trial ofjesus which undoubtedly will be controversial to levy
the sources of early christianity are antisemiticanti semitic and there was a con-
spiracy to blame the death of jesus on the jews thus he feels the
trial of jesus before the sanhedrin was nothing more than a myth
carefully perpetrated by the writers of the synoptic gospels for pro-
paganda purposes levy relies heavily on the arguments of rudolf
bultmann and other radical exponents of form criticism2withoutCriticism 2 without
carefully weighing all of the possibilities concerning the trial ofjesusofjesus
many scholars would argue that the marcian account of the trial is

among the oldest historical materials in the text and the story cannot
be as easily dismissed as levy would have us believe he asserts that
the jewish elders could not have accused jesus of blasphemy because
the definition in exodus 2228 did not fit the case blasphemy he
writes was a very special crime tojewslojewsto jews it was cursing god by name
or in the laxestlagest old testament view of crime denying him or his at-
tributes honors or powers p 54 according to levy jesus claim
in mark to have been the son of god would not have fit this defini-
tion although there are important legal problems connected with
the sanhedrin trial levy s dismissal of the trial as unhistorical seems a
harsh judgment for example it is plausible that the high priest

formorm criticism a critical approach to the understanding of the texts of the new testament advocated by

rudolf bultmann and his followers attempts to liberate the biblical message from the mythological
language in which it is expressed the form critic school is generally skeptical about the possibility of
understanding the historical jesus see rudolf bultmann theology ofodthethefaefad new testament trans kendrick
grobel 2 vols new york charles scribners sons 1955
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made a legal blunder in tearing his clothes the sign that blasphemy
had been committed when jesus affirmed that he was christ the
son of the blessed mark 1461 63 moreover it is curious that
levy seems not to have examined the arguments of some scholars that
deuteronomy 1712 was at issue and the man that will do pre-
sumptuously and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to
minister there before the lord thy god or unto the judge even that
man shall die at any rate levy has not solved the legal questions
raised in the marcian account of the trial nor has he considered all of
the relevant alternatives to his explanation of events

throughout the book there are errors of fact and interpretation
john calvin for example is portrayed as the religious and civil dic-
tator of geneva who was personally involved in a number of heresy
cases calvins power however was limited to that of persuasion as
he was insistent on the absolute separation of church and state
english puritans are depicted as narrowmindednarrow minded fanatics who if they
had been given the chance in the early 1630s would have remod-
eled the church of england into the image of calvins geneva
p 194 theologically according to levy the puritans differed from

archbishop william laud in their obedience to the letter of the
mosaic law p 194 indeed much of what levy says about the
puritans is out of date since william hallers seminal studies on
puritanism in 1938 3 many such errors reflect a certain abrasiveness as
well as a degree of unfamiliarity with the history of the christian
tradition

levy candidly states that his sympathies lie with arian and unit-
arian beliefs and with the christian victims of the christian persecuperselu
tionseions in this regard the book is written with both compassion and
conviction unfortunately however levy s study does not go as far
as one would hope perhaps what is most lacking is a treatment that
is sympathetic to all the participants in christianity s long struggle
against heterodoxy this would include the persecutors as well as the
victims such an approach might well have opened new insights and
in the process revealed hidden dimensions of this facet of human
misunderstanding although the book is written in a lively manner
levy s study is altogether too close to being a secularized twentieth
century rendition of a book ofmartyrsofmartyrs 4

william haller the rise ofpuritanismof puritanism new york columbia university press 1938

john4johnajohn foxes book qfmartyrsof martyrs has been through numerous editions both in foxes lifetime and sincesince the
earliest appearing in 1559
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LONG E B the saints and the union utah territory during the
civil war urbana university of illinois press 1981 289289 ppap plus
index 17.951795

reviewed by eugene E campbell professor of history emeritus brigham young
university

asserting that a study of the american civil war without
reference to the vast western frontier would be an incomplete ac-
count of that struggle p xi professor long has produced a de-
tailed account of mormon attitudes and activities during that tragic
conflict in an effort to fill in the gap left by many civil war
histories as well as volumes on the american west he recognizes
that a vast and controversial literature most of it almost fanatically
polarized p xii has been written about the mormonscormonsMormons and he has
made a serious attempt to produce an objective unbiased study let-
ting the participants speak their minds as much as possible p xii
by liberal use of direct quotations from letters newspapers govern-
ment reports and speeches this method has resulted in both
strengthening and weakening his volume for although the author
has achieved the desired objectivity his numerous lengthy quota-
tions detract from the readability and literary quality of the book

many of the quotes are from the mormon leader brigham
young and from the union military commander in the region pat-
rick connor these two men overshadowed all other men in utah
territory and in the rocky mountain west of the 1860s p xi and
their conflicting views and actions are the central focus of professor
longs study brigham young felt that there was no need for gener-
al connor nor his troops to guard the overland mail and telegraph
lines and the church leader regarded connors building of camp
douglas on a bench overlooking salt lake city as a threat to the mor-
mon capital president young also believed that the civil war was
gods punishment to an evil nation and was pleased that the mor-
mon people were far removed from the conflict general connor was
convinced that salt lake was a community of traitors murderers
fanatics and whores p 101 and that it represented a threat to the
success of the union cause he also believed that the indians in the
region were dangerous enemies and he concentrated his energies on
controlling these two forces the results were tragic for the indians
and annoying to the mormonscormonsMormons his principle contribution to the area
was to foster the development of utahs precious mineral deposits
as a means of attracting non mormonscormons to the territory the num-
ber of non mormonscormons who came was not sufficient to solve the
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mormon problem but the mining developments had a profound
impact on utahs subsequent history

professor long has chosen to follow a chronological account giv-
ing almost a day by day description for example chapter V is

entitled indians militia and apostates and covers the different
events occurring in the spring and early summer of 1862 chapter VI

crossing the jordan details connors entry into the territory
with his california volunteers in the fall ofd 1862 chapter VII

tragedy on bear river describes the massacre of the bannock and
shoshonishoshoneShoshoni indians early in 1863 long then devotes a chapter to a
variety of events in the spring of 1863 followed by another chapter
on indians and governors A topical approach in which he
discusses the entire indian problem and policies might improve his
presentation

the book is remarkably free of errors although there are a few
minor ones he overestimates the population of camp floyd and ad-
joining fairfield p 7 by 3000 people and he confuses the location
of cedar fort not fork with that of cedar city p 175

professor long has not plowed new ground in this study for
much of the material has already been published in utah historical
quarterly articles such as gustive larsons utah and the civil
war1wariwarlwarawar and leonard arringtonsArring tons abundance from the earth the
beginning of commercial mining in utah 2 as well as in brigham
D madsensmaddensMadsens study of the northern shoshonishoshoneShoshoni in cache valley 3

longs principle contribution is the detail he supplies based on a
careful study of the documents available especially connors camp
douglas newspaper the union vedette the final chapter the
saints and the union endure is a thoughtful balanced summary of
both the mormon and the federal government point of view in which
long sees two strong opinionated men opposing each other especial-
ly with words but men realistic enough to work out unwritten and
sometimes subtle compromises p 273 long feels that both men
deserve much credit for avoiding the armed conflict that would have
been disastrous to both church and state p 273

the university of illinois press continues to publish quality books
on various aspects of mormon history and professor longs study is

worthy of inclusion in the growing list students of both civil war
and mormon history will find it interesting and enlightening

gustiveGus tiverive larson utah and the civil war utah historical quarterly 33 winter 1965 2

2leonardbleonardeonardjleonardjJ arringtonarlington abundance of the earth the beginning of commercial mining in utah utah
historical quarterly 31 summer 1963 192 219

brigham D madsen the northern shoshoneshoshoniShoshoni caldwell idaho caxton press 1980
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ROYIANCEROYLANCE WARD J utah A guide to the state 2dad ed
rev and eni edited by eugene E campbell salt lake city utah
a guide to the state foundation and the utah arts council 1982
779 ppap 225022.502250 hardbound 506 ppap paperback tour guide only
8958.95895

reviewed by leonard J arrington lemuel H redd professor of western history
and director of the joseph fielding smith institute for church history brigham
young university

in 1941 the work projects administration writer s project put
together utah A guide to the state I1 because of the splendid
writing of utah historian dale L morgan and others it stood as one
of the finest historical literary and geographical introductions to any
state more than one history professor used it as a text in university
level utah history classes

ward roylance who served for many years with the utah travel
council has spent the past several years bringing this outstanding
guide up to date he has retained the lyrical descriptive phrases of
the earlier volume and with the assistance of eugene campbell
emeritus professor of history at BYU has added a brief account of
utahs history since 1941 as well as modernizing the tour guide to in-
dicate new freeways and highways with the help of margaret lester
longtime curator of photographs at the utah state historical society
he has incorporated several hundred new photographs the result is a
volume that summarizes the states history presents practical tours
with full descriptive information and is also a display item with
numerous maps and lovely photographs thirty two in color it will
be useful to carry in a glove compartment as one travels up and down
the state the book can be read for information or personal pleasure

those who expect everything in one book will of course be
disappointed it does not carry a full political history of the past forty
years for that one should turn to richard poll utahs history 2 it is

not a geographical atlas for that purpose one should use the beau-
tiful and informative atlas of utah 3 nor is it strictly speaking
a popular history and geography textbook for such a textbook one
should continue to use george ellsworthssworthsellsworthgEll utah heritage 4 but this is
an impressive volume

utah A guide to the state comp the writers program of the work projects administration for the
state of utah new york hastings house 1941

richardchard poll et al utahs history provo utah brigham young university press 1978
artasatlasarias of utah provo and ogden utah brigham young university press and weber state college

1981
george4georgecgeorge ellsworthEllswonh utahs heritage rev ed santa barbara peregrine smith 1977
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the book is divided into two parts part 1 utahs back-
ground and part 2 touring utahs highways and Sideroads
the first part utahs background consists of 268 pages that dis-
cuss the natural scene 40 ppap the historical scene 70 ppap
the economic scene 52 ppap and the cultural scene 97 ppap
perhaps because of the interests of the donors and advisors the most
complete of these is the cultural scene which is especially good
on the arts 69 ppap there is even a separate index for this
section

As an example the historical scene section contains 14 pages
on indians and archeologyarchaeologyarcheology 34 pages on utahs history before state-
hood and 22 pages on history after statehood those who think
these treatments are inadequate should be reminded that there is

much on indians archeologyarchaeologyarcheology and utahs history in the cultural chap-
ters and also in the discussions of sites and attractions in the tour
guide portion

part 2 featuring a tour guide of utahs highways and sideroads
begins with an introductory section 30 ppap which discusses seasons
and climate events travel tips museums and exhibits state parks
and national forests as well as providing a reading list there is also a
section of go90 pages describing each of the national parks national
monuments national recreation areas and national historic sites
this will be particularly helpful for both utahans and outside
travelers

the guide outlines eleven tours with an average of about 35

pages on each the longest of these as one would expect describes
attractions in the salt lake valley great salt lake country
east the tour descriptions include geographical details and sights
of interest plus some history local folklore and interesting facts for
example few travelers in utah have visited bluff in the extreme
southeastern part of the state there are more than three pages on
the history and local color connected with this seldom visited out of
the way place important books or articles about localities and their
monuments attractions and personalities are often mentioned and
quotations from these are frequently included in the case of bluff
there are such selections from david E millers hole in the rock and
hoffman birney s zealouszealots ofofzionzion

the selections from the 1941 guide are clearly indicated and
these add both literary color and historical instruction to the volume
it is no disrespect to ward roylance to say that his prose is not quite
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up to the standard set by dale morgan in the 1941 production roy
lances style is concise clear and informative and his tour guide is

enlightening and instructive but he is not dale morgan
funding for the book came from the utah arts council and the

utah travel council and from the generous donations of sam and
lila weller ofofzionzion book store zeke and kay dumke george and
gene hatch joseph and evelyn rosenblatt obert C and grace tan-
ner and the michael foundation the design and editorial work are
primarily the result of the efforts of keith montague and mary ann
payne

according to edward L hart member of the utah arts council
board and emeritus professor of english at BYU who wrote the fore-
word funds accruing to the foundation from the sale of the guide-
book will be managed for the sole purpose of republishing it when a
new edition is needed p x in the meantime we can be grateful
to the donors and sponsors who made possible this handsome infor-
mative and useful revision and enlargement of the landmark original
edition thanks to all of the participants the impressive volume is a
bargain
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