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the dynamics of terror in orwellsornellsOrwells
1984

malcolm R thorp

few twentieth century novels have been as provocative as george
orwellsornellsOrwells 1984 1 orwell may have wished it that way for in his mind
the book aimed at being a political satire in a sense a fantasy 2

that reflected the author s disillusionment with the present the story
was largely written during 1947 48 as well as his fear of the future
to him the political process had gone sour and literature could only
reflect that fact

this is a political age war fascism concentration camps rubber
truncheons atomic bombs etc are what we daily think about even
when we do not name them openly we cannot help this when you
are on a sinking ship your thoughts will be about sinking ships 3

far from surrendering to the mysticism of violence orwell acts as
a voice of warning lamenting the passing of liberal values and
decrying the totalitarian boot forever crushing a human face by
deducing what might be the next step beyond the barbarity of such
masters of inhumanity as hitler and stalin he confronts us with the
uncertainty of the future and he is in a real sense blaming

everyman for collaborating with the enemy for succumbing too

malcolm R thorp isis a professor of history at brigham young university specializing inin english history and
culture this essay writtenwritten specifically for byustudiesBYU Studies isis another inin a continuing seriesserlesseriesserles of review essays

dealing with important authors books or special topics
for variousvarious interpretations see ornellsorwellsOrwells nineteen eighty fourfouz text sources criticism ed irving

howe new york harcourtHarcoun brace & world 1963 samuel hynes ed twentieth century interpretations

of019841984 englewood cliffs NJ prentice hall 1971 jeffrey meyers ed george orwell the critical
heritage london routledge & kegan paul 1975 two useful introductions to orwellsornellsOrwells fiction arare jefereyjeffreyejeffrey

meyers A readers guide to george orwell london thames and hudson 1975 and robert A lee
orwell s fiction notre dame university ofofnotrenotre dame press 1969 but the best study connecting 1984
with the corpus of orwellsornellsOrwells writings isis ruth ann lief homage to oceania columbus ohio state university
press 1969 there isis a useful bibliography on orwell by jeffrey and valerievalene myers orwell an annotated
bibliography ofcriticismof criticism new york garland 1977 two recent collections of essays on the theme of 1984
are irving howe 1984 revisited new york harperhasper and row 1984 and peter stansky ed on nineteen
eighty four new york W H freeman & co 1984

in front of your nose 1945 1950 the collected essays journalism and letters ofgeorgeof george orwell
ed soniasoma orwell and ianlan angus harmondswonhharmondsworth england penguin books 1968 43784 378578

ibid 463
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easily to the lure of authoritarian solutions to the political ills of his
time 4

thisibis essay will explore the methods of totalitarian control envisioned
in orwellsornellsOrwells famous anti utopian projection into the future of world
politics in many ways 1984 was a logical culmination of orwellsornellsOrwells
career as a political writer 5 and the book illustrates his belief that
since the 1930s political behavior had become increasingly irrational
orwellsornellsOrwells morbid fears about a totalitarian future had their genesis in
his experience in civil war spain where he fought as a volunteer for
the socialist cause in 1937 on the barcelona front orwell witnessed
firsthand an attempted coup detat by the communists who tried to
crush left wing allies rather than to lead the coalition into battle
against franco s fascists 6 disillusioned by such strife orwell who
was wounded in combat returned home to england convinced a major
war was on the horizon this fear of impending calamity is reflected
in his novel coming up for air 19591919393 9 which is written with a rather
successful touch of comedy in spite of orwellsornellsOrwells gloom in this story
george boilingbolling who personifies a twentieth century john bull
becomes obsessed with the possibilities of air raids and totalitarian
violence while returning to the scene of his youth at lower binfield
boilingbolling encounters the first action of the war to come when the RAF
accidentally drops a bomb on a greengrocersgreengrocerygreengrocers shop reflecting on the
dangers of the contemporary predicament boilingbolling concludes

its all going to happen all the things you ve got at the back of your
mind the things you re terrified of the things that you tell yourself are
just a nightmare or only happen in foreign countries the bombs the
coloured shirts the slogans the enormous faces the machine guns
squirting out of bedroom windows theres no escape fight against

ibid41bid 564 patrick reilly nineteen eighty four the failure of humanism critical quarterly 24

autumn 1982 19 30

the best full length biography of orwell is bernard crick george orwell A life boston little
brown and company 1980 better written and more stimulating are peter stansky and william abrahams
the unknown orwell st albans england paladin 1974 and the companion volume orwell the
transformationtrumTramformation london constable & co 1979 stansky and Abrahamabrahamssabrahamsess volumes end in 1937 and their
thesis of a character transformation from eric blair to george orwell is not totally convincing no one
interested in orwell should neglect george woodcock the crystal spirit boston little brown and
company 1966 which is a major contribution to insight into orwell the man as well as his works raymond
williams orwell glasgow fontanaFontanfontanacollinscollinsaCollins 19711971 is a perceptive essay on orwell the man and the writerwriter
by a leading left wing intellectual

all of orwell s works contain autobiographical fragments but special mention should be made of
down and out inin paris and london 1933 and the road to wigan pier 1937 the former work was

orwellsornellsOrwells first book and contains important material on his life in paris in the late 1920s as well as a

sympathetic account of life among the underclass people in these two capital cities the roadtoroudroadboud to wigan pier

stands out in its own right as perhaps the most important social document of the great depression in this
work orwell also includes an autobiographical account as well as his justification for socialism

ggeorgegeorgegeorfe orwell s spanish civil war experiences form the basis for his homage to catalonia new york
harcourt brace & world 1952



1984

george orwell in 1943
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it if you like or look the other way and pretend not to notice or grab
your spanner and rush out to do a bit of face smashing along with the
others but theres no way out 7

even the allied victory against fascism in the second world
war did not turn orwell from his pessimism in 19451943 he published
his classic allegory animal farm where he probed the theme
of revolutionary betrayal 8 in this story the animals of manor
farm russia seize control from the incompetent farmer jones
everyman the animals proclaim an egalitarian society but in

the course of time the pigs betray the revolution led by napoleon
stalin the pigs assert that although all the animals are equal

some are more equal than others thus the revolution ends in
exploitation although the animals are not aware of the extent
of their plight for memory of the old days has fled leaving them
with no way to evaluate if they are better or worse off than before
the revolution a condition that as we shall see is repeated in
oceania in 1984 animal farm is also reflective of history in the
1940s as the warring farms and farmers around manor farm represent
german fascism frederick and the allies pilkington the card
game at the end of the book is likewise supposed to represent the
tehran conference of 1943 where the animals and farmers trade
obsequities but the whole affair ends in discord as both the pigs and
the men are caught in the act of simultaneously pulling the ace of
spades 9

thus animal farm concludes with the revolution becoming a
new form of tyranny distinguished from the old mainly by the greater
efficiency of the new masters but the very success of this new
despotism raises the possibility of a totalitarian future for all
mankind As the card game demonstrates pilkington and his cronies
are not morally superior to napoleon and his minions in other
words orwell was convinced that western leaders in the initial stages
of the cold war were as corrupted by power as their russian
counterparts and that the bloodletting of war had not cured the
political ills apparent to orwell in the 1930s indeed to orwell
the metaphor of a diseased patient was apropos 1 I think one must
continue the political struggle just as the doctor must try to save the
life of a patient who is probably going to die 10

georgcgeorge orwell coming up for air new york harcourt brace and co 1950 267

georgegeorfe orwell animal farm new york harcourt brace and co 1946

georgcgeorge orwell authors preface to the ukrainian edition of animalanimalfarmearmfarm in collectedcollectedessaysessays

3402 lee ornellsorwellsOrwells fiction 109
Io orwellioorwell collected essays 4289
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still orwell holds out at least a glimmer of hope that a cure can
be found for the maladies of political culture in a much neglected
essay entitled toward european unity written in 1947 while
orwell was completing 1984 orwell outlines three possibilities for
the future first he argues that america might launch a preventative
war against the soviet union although he dismisses this as unlikely
second the cold war could continue until the russians obtain atomic
weapons then after a short breathing spell there would occur a
devastating nuclear war which would destroy civilization leaving
perhaps a few million survivors to inhabit a wasteland orwell sees
the third situation as having the greatest possibility of fulfillment

the fear inspired by the atomic bomb and other weapons yet to
come will be so great that everyone will refrain from using them
this seems to me the worst possibility of all it would mean the
division of the world among two or three vast super states unable
to conquer one another and unable to be overthrown by any internal
rebellion in all probability their structure would be hierarchic
with a semidivinesemi divine caste at the top and outright slavery at the bottom
and the crushing out of liberty would exceed anything that the world
has yet seen within each state the necessary psychological atmosphere
would be kept up by complete severance from the outer world and by a
continuous phony war against rival states civilisationscivilizations of this type
might remain static for thousands of years

clearly a great amount of similarity exists between this futuristic
prediction and the global politics described in 1984 12 but it is

important to observe that orwell does not see the emergence of such
a system of power as inevitable the best possibility for preventing
the horrors of a future world carved up among three predatory
totalitarian regimes he believes is for some major area of the
world such as europe to establish democratic socialism on a firm
footing such a state would not only offer the world a model for a
humane future but also act as a bulwark against the tendencies
toward totalitarianism yet in his conclusion orwell returns to a
pessimistic note for he observes that the outlook for civilization is

very dark in orwellsornellsOrwells mind the distinct possibility exists that the
fantasy of 1984 could become reality 13

orwell collected essays 43714 371

12thethe three superpowerssuperpowers inm 1984 were oceania comprised of america great britain and the british

empire eurasia formerly the soviet union and europe and eastasianastasiaEastasia see orwellsornellsOrwells discussion of such a

division of the world inm his critique ofjamesof jamespames burnham inin burnhamsburnhansBurnhams view of the contemporary world
struggle ibid 360 74

ibid131bid 423 29
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poster from the movie 1984 starring edmond obrien ABPC 1957
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the misfortunes of winston smith orwellsornellsOrwells antiheroanti hero reveal
the political system of the ruling state of oceania in 1984 14

winstonswinstonqWins tons midlifemid life identity crisis leads him to question the wisdom
of and even to develop hatred for big brother that enormous face
on posters in london while no one knows if big brother even exists
he does personify the reality of power within oceania for the slogan

big brother Is watching you becomes as the story progresses
more than a simple platitude winston begins his rebellion with the
thought that the state might control almost everything but man still
has a few cubic centimeters inside his skull that are his own which the
all pervasive thought police cannot penetrate he discovers that this
is not necessarily true his rather amateurish dabblingsdabb lings into treason
as well as his illicit affair with the anti sex league deviant julia are
from the beginning carefully monitored by the thought police
through his ordeal of arrest and internment winston learns about
the reality of power after enduring the horrors of psychological
rehabilitation including an experience in the infamous room 101
winston emerges as a mindless puppet who in the end along with
the rest of the masses loves big brother

the party in control of oceania is named ingsocingson abbreviated
from its predecessor english socialism ingsocingson however is socialist
in name only in fact the party does not adhere to any ideology the
sole purpose of the party is to manipulate power on behalf of the
managerial elite within the state comprising only about two percent
of the population members of the inner party include the techneocrats
politicians scientists and intellectuals this group differs from its
totalitarian predecessors in that the ingsocingson hierarchy is chosen solely
on the basis of the party member s ability to assist the state the

old boy principle and even oligarchical connections do not enter
into the selection process below this managerial elite exists a wider
base of bureaucratic functionariesfunctionaries about twelve percent of the
population these beadle like agents of despotism are of value to the
hierarchy and are certain of survival as long as they keep in line with

14 george woodcock relates all his ornellsorwellsOrwells heroes are failures indeed he once said that every life

seen from the inside was a failure crystal spirit 227 besides winston smith and george boilingbolling the
most memorable of the orwellian anti heroes are michael flory burmese days 19541193419341 and gordon
comstock keep the aspidistra flying 1936 flory an outcast among the english imperialists inin upper
burma increasingly comes to reject their attitude toward the nativesnatives through flory s tragic story which
ends inin suicide orwell explores the evils of imperialism which isis the religion of the european club the
organization that condemns flory as a backslider comstock isis a young struggling writerwriter whose antipathy isis
for the money god of capitalism eventually he isis swallowed by the system and abandons poetry for a
career as an advertising slogan writerwriter
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politics before his rebellion winston smith was a typical member
of this group employed in the ministry of truth he operated a
memory hole a device that obliterates unpleasant facts contrary to
party propaganda of the moment

on the surface at least the methods of terror ingsocingson employs are
typical of the ruthless means totalitarian regimes use in the twentieth
century 15 for example purges and vaporizations of internal
dissidents are thought an essential part of the mechanics of a government
which uses such conventional instruments of brutality as truncheons
machine guns grenades bombs rockets hidden microphones
dictaphonesdictaphones two way televisions and police helicopter patrols in
addition ingsocingson employs the usual methods of mass psychology such
as propaganda broadcasts and two minute hate drills that are so
effectively staged that the emotional frenzy momentarily mesmerizesmesmerizedmesmer izes
even winston

however in 1984 orwell emphasizes that the totalitarianism of
the future will exceed even the most brutal methods of the past in
1984 the state has developed a sophisticated technology that includes
not only memory holes but also novel writing machines and surveillance
equipment that would seem to imply the use of computerized
systems indeed no parallels to the all pervasive methods of espionage
encountered in the novel exist secret microphones are not original
but the fact that they are hidden in the remote countryside as well as
in the attic of the junk shop where winston and julia have their
clandestine love affair is significant even the speck of dust that
winston places on his secret diary in order to determine if the police
have searched his personal belongings is carefully placed back on the
book by the thought police leaving the impression that perhaps
nothing of importance goes unnoticed we should remember too
that winstonswinstonqWinstons secret phobia rats is discovered by this intricate spy
network that seems not only to monitor outward behavior but also
able to probe into the inward depths of the psyche

terror in 1984 however goes beyond the technology of espionage
and of beating people into submission it involves even more than
scientifically devised means of mass psychology the essence of the
new despotism of 1984 is the use of subtle means of manipulating
perceptions of reality terror involves mind control reality it is

I1 meyers A reader s guide to george orwell 144 54 much of the argument that follows however

disagrees with meyerssmeyeresMey erss thesis that 1984 portrays the very real though unfamiliar political terrorismterrorism of nazi
germany and stalinistStalstaimist russia transposed intointo the landscape of london inin 1941 44 p 145 for a recent
discussion writtenwritten for a popular audience of the technology inin 1984 see david goodman countdown to
1984 big brother may be right on schedule futurist 12 december 1978 345 55 goodmansgoldmansGoodmans article

demonstrates a much higher level of technology than meyers isis willing to admit
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emphasized is not external reality exists in the human mind and
nowhere else 16 the party determines what is truth an explicitly
behavioralistbehavioralist assumption of the book is that by controlling the
environment especially perceptions that are fed into the mind the
party can make people believe anything that it wants them to logical
inconsistencies that cannot be eradicated through control of
information are rationalized through the intellectual device of double
think the process of holding two contrary opinions as truth
simultaneously in spite of contradictions individual interpretations
of truth are heresiesheresies in the eyes of the party the truth must be
interpreted for you free agency does not exist 17

indeed in oceania there is no need for the existence of law
attitudes beliefs and rules of proper social conduct are never written
down one is expected to display more than outward conformity

A party member is required to have not only right opinions but the
right instincts 18 the loyal party member whose mind functions
properly is referred to as a goodthinkerGoodthinker the dissident however
is always anxiety ridden fearful of giving himself away your worst
enemy orwell remarks was your own nervous system at any
moment the tension inside you was liable to translate itself into some
visible symptom 19 moreover winstonswinstonqWinstons anxiety is triggered by
rather normal self doubts associated with his amateur endeavors as a
revolutionary A feeling of uncertainty always gnaws at winston Is
he really on the right side Is isolated rebellion a meaningful
endeavor after all the party might be right

even sexual passion is frowned upon but when condoned is
closely regulated for the party perceives a close connection between
sexual abstention and proper political behavior the hedonisticjulialhedonisticjuliajuilajuiia
who is moremore passionate and less idealistic than her lover perceives
why sex isis a political issue

when you make love youre using up energy and afterwards you feel
happy and dont give a damn for anything they cant bear you to feel
like that they want you to be bursting with energy all the time all
this marching up and down and cheering and waving flags is simply

george orwell 1984 new york the new american library 1961 205
17according to patrick reilly the new god the personified state declines to lose a single soul like

oriOiiongenkensgenss deity rather than the more orthodoxfigureorthodox figure ofodthetaethetam lastjudgmentlast judgment hell has no place inin the theology
of oceania for hell isis god s shame his admission that there are wills too stubborn evils too obdurate even
for his love to overcome every hellheliheiihellhoundbound soul isis the devils victory the devils of 1984 own life sexcrimesexsexcnmecrime
and the rest winwin no victoriesvictories and are indeed permitted to existexist simply to demonstrate the futile folly of
seduction inin exalting god the more by their humiliating impotence winston misinterpreting himself as

rebel isis really acting out his role inin an oceanic fehrfelixfear culpa reilly failure of humanism 22

orwell 1984 174

ibid191bid 56



12 byustudiesBYU Studies

sex gone sour if you re happy inside yourself why should you get
excited about big brother and the three year plans and the two
minutes hate and all the rest of their bloody rot20

not only personal relationships but even the establishment of
one s individual identity is impossible in these circumstances for
there is no access to the experiences of other human beings in time it
is a cardinal party doctrine that who controls the past controls
the future who controls the present controls the past 221I1 this
brilliant orwellian insight is significant because it relates to the way
we think As trygve tholfsen writes

in a mans mind the past is constantly present in memory the future in
expectation in the split second that constitutes the present the
concrete reality is recollection of the past and anticipation of the future
As dilthey put it the present as such can never be experienced
at a given moment a man embraces both past and future in his
consciousness 22

orwell is perceptive in realizing that the past cannot be totally denied
to man winstonswinstonqWinstons mind contains memories that not even the party
can eradicate nevertheless the party denies winston any information
that would enable him to corroborate his memories as well as a
comparative perspective that can be obtained only from encounters
with the experiences of other human beings

in another context orwell asserts that a people without a
history is like a person without a memory 23 indeed the mutability
of the past is at the very basis of mind control in 1984 the party
controls access to the past for two reasons As already mentioned by
controlling the past the party insures that the individual has no
standard of comparison no method of judging the authenticity of
human experience 24 but the overriding reason is the need to
safeguard the infallibility of the party

it is not merely that speeches statistics and records of every kind must
be constantly brought up to date in order to show that the predictions of
the party were in all cases right it is also that no change of doctrine or
in political alignment can ever be admitted for to change one s mind
or even one s policy is a confession of weakness 25

history must be constantly revised in order to preserve the myth of
perfection through this process big brother becomes omnipotent

201bid201ibidbid 110 11

ibid211bid 32
2222trygvetrygve R tholfsen historical Th inkings an introduction new york harper and row 1967 248
23 quotation is provided by professor arthurjarthur J slavin of the university of louisville in a public lecture at

brighambrig iamlam young university spring 1980
2424orwellorwell 1984 32 33
25 ibid 175
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winston can remember that he was born in 1944 or 1945 As he
attempts to reconstruct historical episodes that have transpired during
his life he recalls an air raid about 1954 that caught everyone by
surprise an atomic bomb had been dropped on colchester and a war
had ensued in this situation of crisis he remembers that something
drastic happened to the government of the day he vividly recalls
being crowded into a tube station with his mother and younger sister
A grief stricken drunken old man dressed in middle class attire had
repeatedly sobbed we didnt ought to av trusted cmem I1 said so ma
didndian t I1 thats what come of trusting em I1 said so all along 26

winston cannot remember who it was they should not have trusted
at this crucial point his memory fails him following this incident
he can remember only one war after another followed by the great
purges of the late 1950s and early 1960s it was about this time he
first recalls hearing about big brother but beyond these vague
recollections everything melted into a mist 27 winston is a man
without a perspective on his own life and this becomes the source of
his identity crisis

in a real sense he suffers from amnesia he was alone the
past was dead the future was unimaginable 28211 winston attempts to
alleviate his anxiety through piecing together fleeting memories and
inner feelings in a diary he has illegally purchased the antique tome
with its creamy smooth paper fascinates winston but when he
attempts to write his creative impulses are stymied his thoughts are
disjointed his inner self does not emerge thus orwell establishes
the impression that creativity is impossible within the confines of such
a despotic system if both the past and the external world exist only
in the mind and if the mind itself is controllable what then29then 29

it is important to point out that winston does not discover
ultimate truth on his own through reflecting on his experiences
as a low level technician in the ministry of truth he can piece
together bits of information that tell him much about how the party
operates and he can even prove that the party has in fact distorted
the past to serve its own interests hence when winston at last obtains
a copy of the book the theory andpracticeand practice of oligarchicalOligarchlaliallat collectivism

ibid 31

ibid 33

ibid 25 the condition of amnesiaamnesia is developed by orwell inin his novel A clergyman s daughter
1935 in this earlier book the suffering patient isis dorothy hare whose condition isis at least inin part self

inflicted she isis a victimvictim ofotherher own inhibitions sexual as well as her natural timidity that enables her to be
exploited by her insensitiveinsensitive father whose responsibilities for pastoral care she isis forced to undertake
although dorothy isis also oppressed by the pettiness of local society she isis not strictly speaking a victimvictim of
society as isis the case with winston smith

29orwell 1984 69
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written by the archtraitor emmanuel goldstein he discovers that the
book merely confirms what he already knows at the same time
however he is made aware that his knowledge is incomplete for he
knows only how the party operates he does not understand the
theoretical foundations of power the why remains a mystery
until after his arrest by then it is too late for winston whom orwell
characterizes as the last man in europe is transformed into a
vacuous minded party hack thus contrary to what has been written 30

winstonswinstonqWinstons experience does not necessarily leave hope for a future
transformation of oceania winston s quest fails and if his ultimate
discovery of truth is a victory it is a pyrrhic one at best

illIII111lilliiili

according to bernard crick nineteen eighty four can be seen
as a development model of a kind familiar to economic historians
and social scientists and every bit as tightly organisedorganizedorganised logical and
internally consistent as thomas hobbes leviathan the masterpiece
of english political philosophy 31 but is this really the case it
seems orwellsornellsOrwells book is weak at the same point where hobbessHobbess
treatise displays strength that is in his discussion on the connection
between the abstraction of power and its relationship to the world of
human reality in 1984 orwell clearly exaggerates the extent to
which ingsocingson wields authority according to inner party theoretician
obrien power has become an absolute end in itself we are not
interested in the good of others we are interested solely in power
not wealth or luxury or long life or happiness only power pure
power 32 certainly hobbes as a political philosopher would be the
first to disagree for the human element is always an ingredient in
politics never can we have pure political power while human beings
are still human contrary to obriensOBriens assertion the party cannot
create human nature men he asserts are infinitely malleable
for men do not always act in uniform patterns hence they never have
a nature that can be so manipulated what is manipulated in
oceania is the environment not mans essence thus at least a

david31david L kubal outside the whale george orwell s art and politics notrenotrenoire dame university of
nottenorrenotre dame press 1972 44

31 31crickcrick orwell xx irvingliving howe sees obrien s speech on power as a brilliant intuitiveintuitive insight that
anticipates the actuality in the communist state where the ideology of the party is crumbling yet itsits power
survives the grim possibility isis that they communist leaders now have a realistic view of themselves as

creatures holding power simply for the sake of power and they find this quite sufficient it remainsremains to be
seen however if the nakedness of power can provide itsits own justification within the modern state irving
howe enigmasEnigmas of power the newview republic 188 year end issueissue 1982 27 32

orwell 1984 217
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glimmer of hope exists that the future might produce a more capable
dissident than winston smith one with the incisiveness of mind
necessary to outwit obrien

another problem related to the human element in politics is

found in orwellsornellsOrwells discussion of the prolesproiesdrolesproles who constitute the
remaining eighty five percent of the population living in the grey
slums of london they are shown to be aware of the degeneracy of the
past two decades reflected in the deterioration in the quality of beer
served in the dingy pubs but the masses seem to have been bought
off with pornography machine made salacious novels rigged lotteries
and the humdrum routine of just trying to make a living 33 except
for isolated police raids terror does not extend into the prole sections
of london there is no need for the revolutionary impetus is simply
lacking As winston comes to realize untiluntiltheytheltheytael become conscious
they will never rebel and until after they have rebelled they cannot
become conscious 34 truly this is a brilliant insight but does it fit
the english working class that has been conscious of its existence for
nearly two hundred years and is the world really so corrupt that
people would allow themselves to be so manipulated without the
application of coercive force what would happen in a contemporary
totalitarian society if the majority of the citizens were left to
themselves without the application of terror one must question
orwellsornellsOrwells realism on this point

for other model builders orwellsornellsOrwells novel isig seen as an insightful
expose of the drabness of life in the socialist state with its combination
of public affluence and private squalor 35 to be sure england in
1984 is a vast seedy slum razor blades must be purchased on the
black market victory gin is consumed for dulling the mind rather
than for its taste and the lifts do not work a common problem even
in the heydeyheadey of capitalism but the reason for these conditions has
more to do with controlling people than with revealing the woesboes of
socialist states 36 for orwell is arguing that these conditions are planned
and are not a byproductby product of an inherently bad economic system in
oceania ingsocingson keeps the economy on a war footing even in times
of peace the rationale for this is that revolutions traditionally

31byby lack of understanding they the proies remained sane they simply swallowed everything and
what they swallowed did them no harm because itit left no residue behind just as a graingramfram of corn will pass
undigested through the body of a bird ibid 129 we might question orwell s plausibility here to
suppose that human beings will not be affected by life s experiences is a false assumption on his part

31jbidibid 61 italics inin original

35jamesjames mcnamara and dennis J okeeffe waiting for 1984 orwell and evil encounter 59

december 1982 44

orwell 1984 163 64
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occur in societies where expectations are on the rise not where the
masses are subjugated in 1984 ingsocingson contrives squalor and shortages
of consumer goods both to prevent social mobility and to divert the
energies of the outer party from materialistic concerns to the worship
of the state in this regard orwell definitely is not anticipating the
economics of milton friedman nor is there any evidence that if he
had lived in 1984 he would be a neo conservative 37

still the novel has important insights on how terror can be
achieved smashing faces with rubber truncheons is only one aspect
of terror perhaps not even the most important winston smiths
struggle is not impaired by physical force but by the more subtle
means of creating intellectual disorientation much of orwellsornellsOrwells
success in 1984 lies in his creating a plausible description of how
totalitarianism can destroy the individual and turn him into an
automaton indeed what is unsettling about orwell s novel is that
in it terror isis not a nightmare terror is a realistic possibility

postscript

in addition to the works already cited the following sources are of special
interest in understanding the evolution of the ideas developed in 198479541954 one recently
published document appears to be of considerable importance to orwellian scholars
bernard crick has published an outline written in 1943 in which orwell sets down
the basic ideas for his next book it appears that he then split his ideas to form the
bases for animal farm and 1984 dating the origins of these books to 1943 is of
considerable importance to students of orwell new insight into the genesis of
animal farm is also promised in a forthcoming book orwell the jmarwarparpaz broadcasts
to be copublished by BBC publications and G duckworth & co in the fall of 1984

the book will be based on the discovery of more than two hundred and fifty letters
as well as sixty two radio scripts by william J west in the BBC archives at reading
england orwell was the producer of a wartime propaganda program and many of
the themes of the broadcasts were later to influence his fiction including 1984

orwell was obviously influenced by evgeniievgenia I1 zamiatinszamiatinaZamiatins novel we written in
1923 isaac deutscher accuses orwell of borrowing the basic theme of 1984 from
this anti utopian projection see 1984 the mysticism of cruelty 1984 text
sources criticism ed howe 196 204 but the reader will want to compare

porfor the neo conservative argument see norman podhoretz if orwell were alive today harpers
january 1983 30 37 all the evidence indicates however that orwell remained a committed left wing
socialist until his death see for example orwell collected essays 4564 crick orwell xiv and passim
alexander zwerdling orwell and the left new haven yale university press 1974 205 6 D rankin

orwellsornellsOrwells intention in 1984 english language notes 12 march 1975 188 92
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deutscher s treatment to orwellsornellsOrwells review of zamiatinszamiatinaZamiatins we orwell collected
essays 495 99 orwell s essay prophecies of fascism ibid 245 49 is a
discussion of his negative reactionreaction to jack london s the iron heel in which he compares
this novel to H G well s the sleeper pakeswakes and aldous huxley s brave new
world for a scholarly comparison of orwell and huxley seeseejennijenni calder huxley
and orwell brave new world and 1984 london edward arnold 1976

many of orwell s insights intointo totalitarian methods were derived from secondary
accounts of the russian purges of the 1930s the most important of these sources was

arthur koestler darkness at noon new york macmillan 1941 orwell reviewed
this book inin collected essays 3270 82 for a thorough treatment of the intellectual
connection between these two writers seeseejennijenni calder chronicles of conscience A

study of george orwell and arthur koestler pittsburgh university of pittsburgh
press 1968

orwell was also influenced by the american neo conservative james burnham
whose book the managerial revolution new york john day 19411941 provides the
basis for orwellsornellsOrwells understanding of the technocratic elite orwell attacked but did
not deny burnhamsburnhansBurnhams thesis of the inevitable movement toward such a revolution

james burnham and the managerial revolution collected essays 4192 215
and burnhamsburnhansBurnhams view of the contemporary world struggle ibid 360 74

orwellsornellsOrwells 1941 wartimewartime propaganda contribution the lion and the unicorn
reprinted penguin books 1982 with an introduction by bernard crick also inin

collected essays 274 134 isis an important statement concerning the ethos of
english national character and is one of the few pieces of world war 11II propaganda
that is still worth reading orwell also discusses by contrast the methods of fascism

as well as the need for a socialist revolution in england one should also read his
notes on nationalism collected essays 3410 31 for a relevant critique of the

dangers of nationalistic xenophobia and orwellsornellsOrwells viewsviews on internationalism
in three important essays orwell explores the themes of freedom of expression

and the relationship between politics and language one can also see inin these essays
orwell s pet theme that the intelligentsia has been anti fascist without being
anti totalitarian see the prevention of literature ibid 481 95 politics and
the english language ibid 156 70 and writers and leviathan ibid
463 70 As robert lee has stated the end of line inin 1984 is the loss of
consciousness and orwell specifically defines this as the result of the failure of
language lee orwell s fiction 55 this isis why in 1984 orwell goes to great
lengths to show how the language of newspeakNewspeak had been formulated see
especially the appendix to 1984 246 56

any scholarly discussion of totalitarianism begins with hannah arendt s classic

study the 0779originsins of totalitarianism new york meridian books 1958 also
useful are eric fromm escape from freedom new york rinehart and co 1941

and his insightful afterword to the american library edition of 1984 257 67



old man

yesterday you climbed apple boxes to the sky
found fire in the sun
raced the wind
smiled the smack of summer rain
balanced at the walls edge

lifetimes later you read obituaries
by sixty watt lamplight
fret pennies over groceries
numb worries in the drowning clutter of TV

tonight in transit you reached backward
for old magic
the starlight beyond time s wrinkle
but only touch reflections
blurred in darkened windows
and on arthritic knees
limp lonely
to a silent single bed

jim walker

jim walker isis chairman of the communications and language arts division at BYU hawaii laie hawaii



lehisgehis personal record
quest for a missing source

S kent brown

the book of mormon teems with references to numerous works
known by its compilers and authors but not included in its final
collection of texts the documents comprising the brass plates
for instance are mentioned merely in passing 1 further mormon
alludes to a substantial collection from which he distilled the nearly
thousand year history of his people 2 these countless unnamed texts
moreover do not include the so called sealed plates which formed
part of what was entrusted to joseph smith but which remained
untranslated 3 among these interestingly enough the record ofoflehilehilehl
is singled out by name it constituted I1 argue both a major source
behind and an important influence on the writings of lehi s two
literary sons nephi and jacob 4 in fact a surprising amount of
information exists which allows us to determine substantially the
content and compass of lehisgehis record 5

at the very beginning of his own record nephi writes 1 I make a
record of my proceedings in my days 1 ne 1111 but a few lines
later after narrating the divine commissioning of his father as a prophet

1 ne 15 15 he adds the following important notation

S kent brown is chairman of the department of ancient scripture brigham young university
these included for instance the books of moses and jeremiahsJeremiajeremiahhhs prophecies see I11 ne 511 14 and

alma 1836
seeee for example words of mormon 3 11 mormon 423 66
3etheretheraether 41 7 51 see also 2 ne 276 10

inn an article entitled nephis outline BYUbyustudiesstudies 20 winter 1980 1313114949 noel B reynolds
argues that a literary framework undergirding the first book of nephi takes the form of a chiastic balancing
of themes throughout while it may be possible that nephi indeed succeeded in doing what reynolds
says he did I1 believe it possible to demonstrate 1 that nephi utilized lehisdehlsgehis record as the basis for his

own and 2 that nephi included a briefoutlinebrief outline a virtual table of contents of his historical narrative in
1 nephi 191b19 ib

As5asaas with any study of literary sources difficulties always remain the major problem is how to
distinguish written reports from oral communications and this is not easily solved in every instance affecting

lehi on the one hand we can be certain that nephi andjacoband jacob appealed to a written source 1 when they
say they have done so and 2 when they quote their father at some length a case which clearly implies
employment of a document on the other hand we may in fact be dealing with oral reports in instances in
which a written source is neither mentioned nor apparently quoted extensively while bearing this in mind I1

shall deal here with the lehllehi materials as if they were largely derived from his written record unless there exist

reasons for understanding them otherwise
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and now 1I nephi do not make a fullfallfuli account of the things which my
father hath written for he hath written many things which he saw in
visions and in dreams and he also hath written many things which he
prophesied and spake unto his children of which I1 shall not make a full
account

but I1 shall make an account of my proceedings in my days behold
I1 make an abridgment of the record of my father upon plates which
I1 have made with mine own hands wherefore after I1 have abridged
the record of my father then will I1 make an account of mine own
life

1 ne 116 17

it is significant that nephi notwithstanding his stated intention to
I1 I1 make a record of my proceedings opens his own account with the
report of his father s calling 1 ne 15 15 adding immediately
thereafter that he is abridging his fathers written record this includes
according to verse 16 1 the notice of lehisgehis call to the prophetic
ministry 2 many things which he saw in visions and in dreams
and 3 many things which he prophesied and spake unto his
children 6

others have also noticed that nephi employed a record written
by lehi when compiling his own for instance sidney B sperry
suggests that the nine opening chapters of I11 nephi were based upon
lehi s record nephis personal work beginning only with chapter
10 7 although the commentary compiled from the work of george
reynolds andandjannejanne M sjodahl expresses a similar view regarding the
early chapters of 1 nephi it indicates that the division between the
works of lehi and nephi occurs at the end of chapter 8 rather than
chapter 9 8 in a discussion of the early segments of the book of mormon
eldin ricks basically adopts the position of reynolds and sjodahl 9

A close inspection of these and later chapters however indicates
that these suggestions must be modified considerably since 1 nephi
includes important material in his opening chapters about himself
and 2 both he andjacoband jacob quote and paraphrase their father s words
in later chapters

gas observed in I11 nephi 116 apparently dehls record did not include much if anything from

lehisgehis very brief ministry in jerusalem see 1 ne 118 20 concerning prophecies as nephi details
them dehls writings contained primarily those which were directed to his family in other words his

children
sidney B sperry book of mormon compendium salt lake city bookcraft 1968 94
georgcgeorge reynolds andandjannejanne M sjodahl commentary on the book ofmormonof mormon 4thath printing salt lake

city deseret news press 1962 110 it may be important to note that reynolds and sjodahl did not
collaborate to produce this commentary

geldinidin ricks book of mormon commentary 2dad ed salt lake city deseret news press 1953

110
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to begin with we know that nephi inscribed two records on
metal plates the first on the large plates of nephi10 and the second
on the small plates of nephi 11 in each case nephi claimed that
he had employed a written record of his father concerning the
large plates nephi recounts and upon the plates which I1 made
I1 did engravengravenengraveden the record of my father and also our journeyings
in the wilderness and the prophecies of my father 1 I1 ne 191
here nephi writes that among other things he drew on lehisgehis
record for this first account but the matter goes further because
this verse summarizes in general outline the material included
both in I11 nephi and in the first three chapters of 2 nephi to
illustrate a the record of my father corresponds roughly to
1 nephi chapters 1 to 10 b the journeyings in the wilderness
appear in 1 nephi chapters 16 to 18 beginning with the discovery
of the liahona compass c the prophecies of my father would
include 2 nephi chapters 1 to 3 and possibly 1 nephi 10 this
overall scheme is interrupted only by the account of nephis dream

1 ne 11 15 and nephis discourse to his brothers 1 ne 19 22
both of which digress from the main story that notably focuses
primarily on lehi

nephi after lehisgehis death apparently began the second set of
plates the small plates from which the first six records of the book of
mormon were translated 12 nephi himself states

and 1I nephi had kept the records upon my large plates which I1 had
made of my people thus far

and it came to pass that the lord god said unto me make other plates
and thou shalt engraven many things upon them which are good in my
sight for the profit of thy people

wherefore 1I nephi went and made these small plates upon
which I1 have engraven these things

lometheahelone relationship between a the large plates of nephi b the book of lehi which was translated and
then lost by joseph smith see the first edition of the book of mormon published by E B grandin of
palmyra NY 1830 p 1 and c the remainder oftheodtheof the book of mormonofmormon has been carefully and graphically
worked out by eldin ricks in his short but important study the story of the formation of the book of
mormon plates an analysis of the sources and structure of the sacred record 3dad ed salt lake city
olympus publication company 1966 the book of lehi translated by joseph smith consisted of an
abridgment by mormon of the record begun by lehisgehis son nephi ca 590 BC and continued by succeeding
scribes virtually down to the era of king mosiah II11 ca 130 BC aside from employing his name honorifically

this work apparently was not written in any part by lehi and thus does not come within the purview of this
study

I1 I1 see 1 ne 191 2 discussions appear in reynolds and sjodahl commentary on the book ofmormonof mormon

194 sperry book ofmormonof mormon compendium 16 43 282 and ricks book ofmormonof mormon commentary 226

lehisdehlsgehis death is recorded in 2 nephi 412 just before nephi wrote that the lord directed him to make
the second smaller set of plates 2 ne 530
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and I1 engraved that which is pleasing unto god
and if my people desire to know the more particular part of the history
of my people they must search mine other large plates

2 ne 529 33

it is clear here that the books of 1 and 2 nephi comprise nephis
second record 13 in the case of this narrative I1 too nephi acknowledges
that his fathers work formed the foundation for when nephi
begins to write on the small plates he notes that he is making an
abridgment of the record of his father only after I1 have abridged
the record of my father nephi affirms will I1 make an account of
mine own life 1 ne 111616 17 what can be more plain it was
nephis avowed purpose to summarize his father s work in the initial
segment of his second composition

the very structure of the early portion of 1 nephi chapter 1

shows nephis direct dependence on his fathers account in fact I1

suggest that we have the opening of lehisgehis record itself it was
customary anciently for a prophet to introduce an account of his
divine calling near the beginning of his record coupling it with
a colophon about the year of the reign of the local king in order
to place his prophetic ministry in its historical context 14 this is

precisely what we find in 1 nephi 14 15 directly after nephis
brief opening remark about himself 1 ne 1111 53 there is a notation
that the beginning of his story fell during the first year of king
zedekiahs reign 1 ne 14 next as expected we read of gods
commissioning of the prophet 1 I1 ne 15 1315 but it is not the call
of nephi that is being related it is lehisgehis call 15 in light of this
I1 believe that nephi inserted the opening of his fathers book into
1 nephi 14 15 16

13therethere remains the question as to why the table of contents for the large plates 1 ne igl19igi1911 seemsseems to
correspond so accurately to the contents of I11 nephi and 2 nephi 1 3 which derive from the small plates it is

clear thus far that lehisgehis record underpins both works of nephi if only because lehisgehis record is reported to
underlie both accounts 1 ne 191911 2 ne 529 3333 the table of contents for the large plates would in my
view approximate the contents of the small plates furthermore since 1 nephi 19119 1 describes so plainly what
we find in 1 nephi and 2 nephi chapters 1 to 3 it seems thoroughly safe to maintain that the two records of
nephi roughly paralleled one another see again 1 ne 1116ilg16 17

jeremiah for example opens his book by mentioning the kings whose reigns his ministry spanned

lerletjerjet 1122 3 just before the account of his call jerjerjet 14 10 similar juxtapositjuxtapositionsions occur in isaiah 6giffifflff
ezekiel lifflif zephaniah liff and zechariah liff

in fact lehisdehlsgehis call consisted of two visions which came in rapid succession in the first he had a surprising

manifestation of a pillar of fire resting on a nearby rock accompanied by a voice 1 I1 ne 16 in the second
after returning home bewildered and fatigued by his first vision lehi saw the divine council as well as the
coming messiah who brought him a book containing a prophecy ofofjerusalemjerusalem s fate 1 ne 18 15

in addition nephi probably altered the opening account of gehislehis visions from first to third person
nephis narrative exhibits clear evidences of summarizing his fathers report in at least two passages a after
a direct quotation in verse 132 nephi outlines in verses 13b and l4a14alaa what his father had seen in the second
vision b verse 15 also obviously forms a summary of what lehi said and sang in response to his visions
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WHEN AND ON WHAT DID LEHI WRITE

much of lehisgehis record must have been completed by the time
nephi began to write his first narrative on the large plates upon
the large plates which I1 made I1 did engravengravenengraveden the record of my
father 1 ne 191 we must ask then when and how lehisgehis
book came into existence it is plain that soon after arriving in
the promised land nephi drew from several records including lehisgehis
account when writing on the large plates further indications exist
that an itinerant record was kept possibly on perishable material
during the earlier eight year period that lehisgehis family lived in the
desert 1 ne 174 we need now to review the evidence for these
observations

the account of the voyage of lehisgehis family to the promised land
appears in chapter 18 of 1 nephi next follow nephis statements
that he made plates for writing by smeltingsmellingsmelting ore 1 ne 191 2 17

according to this he already possessed 1 the record of lehi 2 the
genealogy of lehisgehis fathers and 3 an itinerary of the familysfamilys
travels in the desert nephi could have obtained the genealogy
from the brass plates but lehisgehis narrative and the account of his
desert wanderings could not have been found in this source it
seems then that when nephi began his literary activity lehisgehis record
had reached substantial enough proportions to be employed as a
source thus lehi may have been composing the narrative of his
experiences during the period of wandering in the desert and crossing
the sea

another solid indication that lehisgehis family kept a running log of
their experiences whiletravelingwhile traveling is that after relating lehisgehis discovery
of the liahona a unique compass in 1 nephi 16161010 nephi begins to
narrate the travels of the family through the desert by means of a
series of we passages 18 these passages narrated in first person
plural bear all the marks of a summary of a diary like record that
nephi was evidently summarizing such an account can be seen in
1 nephi 174 where after mentioning the physical wellbeingwell being his
father s family enjoyed while in the desert 1 ne 172 3 he compresses

17itit may conceivably be urged that nephi made the plates while still traveling inin the arabian wilderness
before coming to the ocean in my opinion however the phrase and itit came to pass found at the
beginning of 1 nephi 19119 1 indicates that these events followed those recounted inin chapter 18 sincesince
this expression isis equivalent to the hebrew 1 1

n1 111 1 which always serves to continuecontinue the story
had nephi smeltedsmelter and fashioned this set of plates while still inin the desert he would doubtlessly have
said so

iliill1 I ne 1611igiligli16 11 19 33 17117 1 6 sandwiched between these we passages are the accounts ofhowofsowof how nephi
was able to find food after breaking his bow 1 I1 ne 162016 20 32 and ofwhatof what occurred when nephis father in law

ishmael died 1 I1 ne 163416 34 39 incidents constituting digressions inin the travel narrativenarrative
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his story iintonto the words we did sojourn for the space of many
years yea even eight years in the wilderness 19

we have no way ofknowing what material lehi originally employed
for his record keeping however lehisgehis fifth son jacob makes an
incidental remark which may throw light not only on this question
but also on the reason nephi was commanded to keep records specifically

on metal plates after complaining about the difficulty of inscribing
on metal jacob acknowledges we know that the things which we
writewrite upon plates must remain but whatsoever things we writewrite upon
anything save it be upon plates must perish and vanish away jacob
41 2 it is worth noting that nephi obtained the brass plates before
jacob was born 20 their durability must have been self evident to
jacob since he could read and teach from them after he had become
a grown man consequently his remark that what is written remains
when engraved on metal tablets no doubt derived from his own
experience as did his additional assertion that any other type of
material for writing must perish and vanish away how had jacob
observed this the most natural answer is thatjacobthat jacob and his fathers
family had written on nonmetallic writing substances in comparison
to the durability of the brass plates these substances had evidently
proven unsatisfactory for a permanent record

other hints or the lack of them suggest that initially lehisgehis
record was kept neither on metallic plates nor on empty leaves if any
of the brass plates in the first place no reason appears for lehi to
have taken tools into the desert with which to inscribe metal plates it
was only after he had left jerusalem in fact that lehi was instructed
by the lord to obtain the brass plates 1 ne 32 4 hence he
would almost certainly have brought no engraving tools for this
purpose from jerusalem furthermore the only item nephi seems to
have brought later to his father from jerusalem along with the brass

athesthe197he question naturally arises as to why I1 view the itinerary as the work of lehi not of nephi the matter
cannot be decisively settled for it remains possible that nephi himself was largely responsible for the chronicle

of our journeyings in the wilderness 1 I1 ne 191911 however a review of the possibilities suggests that lehi
was responsible for the desert itinerary these are the options a lehi himself wrote the whole record in
this instance the question would be solved b lehi dictated the record to a member of his family who served
as scribe inin this case as well the record would be ascribed to lehi c lehi directed nephi or another family

member to keep a desert diary in this event it is most probable that the record would reflect the name of the
person who commissioned the work that is lehi d nephi with permission of and input from his father
wrote the wilderness record to my mind there is serious question whether the account would have been
ascribed to nephi even in this instance sincesince itit was a record of the desert wanderings of the family of lehi he
being the patriarch e nephi kept a diary in the desert without the knowledge of lehi a highly dubious
proposition

nephi mentions only three other brothers when lehi moved his family intointo the desert 1 ne 25
later in 2 nephi 2211 lehi calls jacob his firstbornfirst born in the wilderness thus it is plain that jacob was born
after the departure from jerusalem
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plates was the sword ofoflabanlaban 2 ne 514 jacob 1liollo11010 no tools are
mentioned 21 finally we have no account that nephi or any in
lehisgehis family smeltedsmelter ore either for plates or for tools while living in
the desert on the contrary they avoided making frequent fires even
for cooking 1 ne 172 12 to be sure nephi possessed the skill to
refine ore and make metal plates since after crossing the desert he
made metaltoolsmetalmetai tools for constructing his ship 1 ne 17161716 22 these
observations coupled with jacobs note regarding nonmetallic
writing substances lead me to postulate that whatever records lehi
and his family kept in the desert were probably written on something
other than metal although we cannot be certain of the substance 23

what can we distill from our discussion thus far in the first
place it is evident that lehisgehis record served as a source for both of
nephis accounts those on the large and small plates and specifically
underlay a major segment of the opening of 1 nephi a text from the
small plates second lehisgehis record most likely had its essential shape
by the time he and his family reached the land of promise since
nephi employed it as a source for his annals on the large plates soon
after arriving third we surmise that lehi s narrative was initially
committed to writing on some less durable substance than metal and
was possibly first inscribed on metallic leaves when nephi recorded it
on his large plates

THE SCOPE OF LEHIS BOOK ON THE SMALL PLATES

our next task is to determine how extensively lehisgehis account was
utilized in 1 and 2 nephi as well as in jacob we shall deal first with
direct quotations from lehi and afterwards with passages in which
jacob and nephi appear to paraphrase the account of their father

two of the most important and lengthy quotations from lehi are the
account of his vision of the tree of life 1 ne 82 28 and the report

2whetherwhether nephi or lehi would have mentioned engraving tools even if nephi had brought them back
from jerusalem along with the brass plates is certainly open to question As illustration the sword ofoflabanlaban
is not mentioned with the annotated list of the contents of the brass plates 1 ne 511 16 even though it
was brought with them by nephi rather it is noted in contexts widely removed from concerns for records and
record keeping 2 ne 514 jacob 1iioilo11010 it is also possible that any of lehisgehis family may have purchased
engraving tools along the way

2217he22the problem for nephi was not how to refine ore but where he should go to find it 1 ne 179 10 an
intriguing though unprovable suggestion is that if lehisgehis family traveled through the ababaaqaba region at the
northern tip of the east arm of the red sea where ore has been refined for millenia nephi may have learned
his smeltingsmellingsmelting skills there see lynn M and hope hilton in search ofLeovleoflehisof gehislehisalshisais trziltrailtradtrag salt lake city deseret book co
1976 107 116

ricks in book ofmormonof mormon commentacommentarycommeniay 227 suggests that nephi copied his fathers record in its
entirety from manuscript or scroll form to the durability of metal sheets but he does not adduce any
evidence as to why he believes that lehi employed a substance other than metal
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of his last instructions and blessings to his family 2 ne 14 325525
43 7 9 11

it is certain that we have the vision of the tree from lehisgehis own
record the report in 1 nephi 82 28 is narrated in the first person
singular an important criterion nephi makes it plain by the way he
introduces the story that he is quoting from his father he lehi
spake unto us saying behold I1 have dreamed a dream 1 ne 82
in addition nephi leaves no doubt when he ceases quoting lehi for
he adds this summary at the end

and now I1 nephi do not speak all the words of my father

but to be short in writing behold he saw other multitudes pressing for-
ward and they came and caught hold of the end of the rod of
iron

1 ne 829 30

there is some question whether the report of lehisgehis last blessings
and instructions to his family formed part of his record 24 we cannot
be certain primarily because the scenes occurred close to lehisgehis
death it is probable that not many years had passed between lehisgehis
arrival in the promised land 1 ne 1823 and his death 2 ne 412 25

during this period nephi had kept a record of his people on the
large plates thus far as he said 2 ne 529 had lehi also
continued to write a record we cannot be sure if he did we would
expect his last blessings and instructions to have been included in it
for as nephi tells us he lehi hath written many things which he
prophesiedprophesiedand and spake unto his children 1 ne 1116ilg16 in addition
the section of 2 nephi which includes lehisgehis last instructions exhibits
the expected first person singular style of narrating this characteristic
especially in such a long section also impels us toward the view that
lehi himself was responsible for the report of course it is equally
possible that someone wrote lehisgehis words as he spoke and that after-
wards his words were included in nephis large plates 26 whichever

141tit would be interesting to compare lehisgehis last words to his family with the multiplying testamental
literature which claims to record in rather standardized ways the last instructions of ancient patriarchs and
prophets to their children

25 sperry25sperry in book ofmormonof mormon compendium 151 52 observes that we are told neither how old lehi was

at the time of his death nor how many years had elapsed from the time the party had lehtleft leftjerusalemjerusalem before he
passeclawaypassed away this we do know that less than thirty years had passed away after the nephitesNephites left jerusalem
before his death see 2 ne 528.528528

in 1 nephi 29 10 nephi relates and when my father saw that the waters of the river emptied into
the fountain of the red sea he spake unto laman saying 0 that thou mightestlightestmightest be like unto this river
continually running into the fountain of all righteousness and he also spake unto lemuel 0 that thou
mightestlightestmight est be like unto this valley firm and steadfast and immovable in keeping the commandments of the
lord hugh W nibley in an approach to the book ofofmormonmormonkormonnormon salt lake city deseret news press

1957 232 maintains that nephi seems to have been standing by for he takes most careful note of the
circumstance the common practice was for the inspired words of the leader to be taken down in writing
immediately
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the case lehisgehis last words to his family should be understood to
continue what he had written simply because they fit according to
nephis description with what lehi had already recorded

there exists one other long quotation preserved byjacobby jacob which
apparently came from lehisgehis record it occurs in jacob 223 33 a
discussion of fidelity in marriage after chastising his people for their
pride jacob 212 2222 jacob complains briefly that the word of god
burthensburtrensburthens me because of your grosser crimes jacob 223 on this
note he continues

for behold thus saith the lord this people begin to wax in iniquity
they understand not the scriptures for they seek to excuse themselves
in committing whoredomswhore doms because of the things which were written
concerning david and solomon his son

obviously a quotation from instructions of the lord begins in
this verse continuing through verse 33 but instructions received by
whom at first glance it appears thatjacobthat jacob has begun to repeat what
he himself had received since a few lines earlier he had written

as I1 inquired of the lord thus came the word unto me saying
jacob get thou up into the temple on the morrow and declare the word
which I1 shall give thee unto this people

jacob 211

was not jacob carrying out the lords instructions by retelling the
next day beginning with verse 23 what he had been told not really 27

A more careful look at chapter 2 ofjacob indicates that the counsel
concerning one wife indeed came from the lord but that jacob was

not the first to repeat it in fact lehi is indicated as the source for
these directions for after what must be a long quotation from the
lord jacob 223 33 into which jacob inserts one short comment
jacob 227a we find this statement

and now behold my brethren ye know that these commandments
concerning fidelity to ones wife were given to our father lehi

wherefore ye have known them before and ye have come unto great
condemnation for ye have done these things which ye ought not to
have done

jacob 234

therefore jacob insists it was lehi who previously received these
commandments

on this occasion in jacobs discussion of pride the other major topic jacob 213 2222 it does not once

appear that he quotes directly what the lord told him the night bedoebefoe jacob 221111 instead he paraphrases
the lords words and intermingles with them his own observations only in verses 23 33 does he repeat
directly the lord s words those pertaining to having one wife
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an equally compelling passage occurs a few lines later in which
jacob says in summary manner

behold the lamanitesLamanites your brethren whom ye hate because of their
filthiness and the cursing which hath come upon their skins are more
righteous than you for they have not forgotten the commandment of
the lord which was given unto our father that they should have save

it were one wife and concubines they should have none and there
should not be whoredomswhore doms committed among them

jacob 35

except for punctuation this verse was written thus in the printers
manuscript 28 in every printed edition of the book of mormon the
word commandments in this passage has been changed to the singular
and except in the most recent edition of 19811981 the word father has
appeared as plural significantly the printers manuscript demonstrates
unequivocally that these commandments were given to jacobs

father lehi consequently we can conclude that in jacob 225222233 3533
we find instructions the lord gave to lehi jacob in his sermon
quotes them to his people presumably from lehisgehis record

the other direct quotations from lehisgehis record are shorter and
all occur in I11 nephi they consist of an extract lehi read from the
book he was shown in the second vision of his call 1 I1 ne 111311513 his
exclamation at having read this book 1 ne ll4b114bllab words of the
lord spoken to lehi in a dream 1 ne 2lb21balb lehisgehis remark to his
son laman 1 ne 29b and the following comment to his son lemuel

1 ne 221lobiobob his instructions to nephi to return to jerusalem for
the brass plates 1 ne 32b 629 sariahsSariahs complaint against her
husband lehi 1 ne 52b and his conciliatory conversation with her
1 I1 ne 54b 530 a further extract from lehisgehis vision of the tree of life

1 ne 834 and finally what the messiahs forerunner would say
about the messiah 1 ne 108 caution however must be observed

28seesee stanley R larson A study of some textual variations in the book of mormon comparing the
original and printers manuscripts and the 1830 the 1837 and the 1840 editions masters thesis brigham
young university 1974 95 96 the printers manuscript of the book of mormon was copied by oliver
cowdery from the one originally dictated byjosephby joseph smith the copy made by oliver cowdery was taken to
the printer E B grandin and became the basis for the first printed edition of the book of mormon the
original manuscript written at atjosephjosephaljoseph smiths dictation is no longer extant for the passage in question jacob 35

29 perhaps nephi simply remembered what his father related to him and later wrote it down in this
passage however since we possess no indication that nephi was keeping a detailed record during the
wilderness period but that lehi was 1 I1 ne 191 3 it seems more likely that I11 nephi 32b 6 derives from

lehisgehis account
sarlasariahs31sariahsSariahs complaint and lehi s consoling response found in 1 nephi 5 may also go back to nephis

memory even though nephi was not in camp to witness his mothers distress he certainly learned about it
later 1 I1 ne 51 9 in fact the narrative exhibits signs of his attempting to reconstruct what had happened
during his absence when he writes and after this manner of language had my mother complained
1 I1 ne 53 and after this manner of language did my fathfatherhatherbatherer lehi comfort my mother sariah lne1inene 56
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in attributing these quotations to lehisgehis record however since they
may be based on the memory of one or another family member

As one might expect the paraphrases from lehi outnumber the
quotations with two exceptions 2 ne llb11blibalb 3 jacob 35b all
of the restatements which may go back to lehisgehis record appear in
1 nephi the two visions associated with lehisgehis call must of course be
included since nephi has apparently recast the account from first
person to third person 1 ne 14 12 13b l4a14alaa 15 this report as
already noted is sprinkled with direct quotations presumably from
lehisgehis original narration 1 I1 ne 1l13a13a l4b14blab then follows a summary
which indicates that nephi is paraphrasing his fathers chronicle

and now 1I nephi do not make a full account of the things which my
father hath written for he hath written many things which he saw in
visions and inin dreams

1 ne 1116ilg16

much of chapter 2 may also go back to lehi s narrative verses la
2 9aaa loaioa and 14 15 all speak directly of lehi mixed with these
lines too are repetitions of lehisgehis very words 1 I1 ne 2 ib 9bab lobiob as
well as nephis own observations both about his brothers attitudes at
having to leave jerusalem 1 ne 211 13 and about a revelation that
he himself received 1 ne 216 24 at the end of the portion
summarized from lehi nephi concludes by saying and my father
dwelt in a tent 1 ne 215

another important paraphrase occurs in chapter 8 summarizing
the remainder of lehi s dream and his consequent exhortation to
laman and lemuel 1 I1 ne 850838300 3333 855838355 9911 nephi introduces the
paraphrase by saying that he cannot repeat all the words of my
father 1 ne 829 and closes it thus

and all these things did my father see and hear and speak as he dwelt
in a tent in the valley of lemuel and also a great many more things
which cannot be written upon these small plates

lne1inene 9911

nothing in this passage specifically states that lehi wrote what nephi
recapitulated in the preceding chapter but the nature of lehi s

dream and the consequent exhortations to his family fit so well with
nephis description of his fathers writings 1 ne 116 that I1 feel
confident in believing that all of chapter 8 except nephis inserted
remarks goes back to lehisgehis written record

in 1 nephi 101 16 there is another very important summary
from lehisgehis record which nephi prefaces by saying
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and now I1 nephi proceed to give an account upon these plates of my
proceedings and my reign and ministry wherefore to proceed with
mine account I1 must speak somewhat of the things of my father and
also of my brethren

1 ne lol10iol1011

after a synopsis ofofLeofieoflehislehisgehishis prophecies to his sons regarding the coming
messiah and the scattering and gathering of his people nephi
concludes

and after this manner of language did my father prophesy and speak
unto my brethren and also many more things which I1 do not write in
this book for I1 have written as many of them as were expedient for me
in mine other book

and all these things of which I1 have spoken were done as my father
dwelt in a tent in the valley of lemuel 31

1 ne 1015 16

interestingly enough as in the instance noted before nephi here
does not say he is paraphrasing lenislents prophetic words from a written
source although he does acknowledge he had included them earlier in
his other book ie large plates from which he likely summarized
the material in chapter 10 verses 1 to 16 however remembering
nephis characterization of his fathers record as containing many
things which he prophesied and spake unto his children 1 ne 1116ilg16

it would be surprising indeed if nephi were not here ultimately
dependent upon lehisgehis own written account

this segment which speaks ofofLeofieoflehislehisgehishis teachings about the coming
messiah and the scattering and gathering of israel 1 ne 101 16

may well have continued in lehisgehis original record the account of his
vision and exhortation to his sons 1 ne 82 9911 this is evident
from two observations in the first place just a few lines separate
these two sections 1 ne 92 6 apparently nephi s mention of
9 these small plates in 1 nephi 91 gave him an opportunity to
discuss them briefly in verses 2 6 before resuming his fathers account
in chapter 10 second when we compare the content of these two
units with the content of nephi s own analogous dream of the tree of

this isis the third timetime nephi mentionsmentions the fact that his father dwelt inin a tent the other occurrences
are inin 1 nephi 215 and 919 1 one isis tempted to suggest that sincesince these three instancesinstances all mark conclusions

to sectionssections min which nephi has summarized lehisgehis record nephi may be using the phrase dwelt inm a tent as

a literary device to indicate a return to the narrativenarrative about himself in support of this observation I1 note that
nephi speaks of his fathers tent twicetwice more inin 1 nephi the second instanceinstance underscoringunderscoring my point in the
first case nephi merely relates that he returned there after his own visionvision of the tree of life 1 ne 15 1 but
inm the second instanceinstance nephi s mentionmention of the tent again forms part of a clear literary transitiontransition between two
segments of his narrativenarrative 1 ne 16616 6 compare Ps 78578 555 60 also compare M dahood psalms lii111III111lil the
anchor bible garden city NYN Y doubleday and co 1970 445
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life 1 ne 11 14 it seems plain that the two pieces belong together
for although it is not apparent from the narrative of lehisgehis dream of
the tree 1 ne 82 9911 that the prophecies regarding israels destiny
and the messiah 1 I1 ne loi10lol1011 16 go with it it becomes obvious from
the way in which nephi relates his parallel dream that these concepts
belong together hence we conclude that the segment in 1 nephi
92 6 stands between two sections which likely were continuous in
lehi s narrative

the last paraphrase requiring discussion is the desert itinerary
1 ne 1611 17 33 171 6 As I1 suggested previously it is possible

nephi himself was responsible for the log kept in the desert one
observation however inclines me towards the view that the itinerary
was lehi s nephi mentions the desert journal twice in chapter 19 of
1 nephi in verses 1 and 2 in verse 1 when listing the sources he
used for the large plates nephi includes the record of my father
and also the record of our journeyings in the wilderness and the
prophecies of my father it is worth noting that nephi mentions
the desert journal between the items from lehi only after stating
what sources he employed from his father does nephi say and also
many of mine own prophecies have I1 engravengravenengraveden upon them 1 ne igi191911
verse 2 presents a similar picture once again nephi announces what
sources he used in composing his record on the large plates the
record of my father and the genealogy of his fathers and the more
part of all our proceedings in the wilderness again nephi associates
the proceedings of the desert period with his father s account
consequently the itinerary almost certainly came from lehisgehis pen

it would seem then that the following segments of 1 nephi
likely are paraphrases from lehisgehis record lehi s two visions at his
call 1 ne 14 12 13b l4a14alaa 15 lehi s departure into the desert

1 ne 2la21aala 2 9aaa loaioa 14 15 a part of lehisgehis vision of the tree
of life 1 ne 830 33 835 91 lehisgehis prophecies concerning
israel and the messiah 1 ne 101 16 and the desert itinerary
1 I1 ne 1611 17 33 171 6 there are others shorter in length
almost all occurring in 1 nephi lehi s prophecies and subsequent
rejection in jerusalem 1 ne 1l1811818 20a his prophecies regarding the
brass plates 1 ne 517 1932 lehi sending for ishmael and his family

1 ne 71 2 nephi s interpretation for laman and lemuel of lehisgehis
words concerning israels destiny 1 ne 1517 1833 the lords command

32jtit may well be that the table of contents of the brass plates 1 ne 511 16 also derives from lehisgehis
work

331nin 1 nephi 15 we find several references to lehisgehis dream as nephi relates how he interpreted it for his

brothers see vv 12 18 21 23 26 30
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to lehi to move on and the discovery of the compass 1 ne l69169169 1034
and the revelation to lehi by means of the compass 1 ne 1625 27

finally the number of mere references or allusions to what lehi
did and said are too many to list and discuss in most of these instances
it is difficult to determine whether we are dealing with something
which goes back to lehi s writings many such references doubtless
came from the memories ofnephiof nephi and jacob

CHARACTER OF LEHISLEHPS RECORD

to describe the character of lehisgehis record is a formidable task
since we are dealing with only fragments and summarized accounts
consequently we run the risk of overstatement or underestimation
but it is possible to form some tentative ideas at least in the analysis
so far we have observed three easily discernible categories prophecies
visions and teachings

nephi informs us that his father included many prophecies
among his writings 1 ne 1116ilg16 igl19igi1911 although lehi prophesies
on several occasions about his family 1 ne 7711 2 ne 292 one
great opportunity comes when he blesses and instructs them before
his death 2 ne 1111 412 here lehi mentions first the promised
land which the lord god hath covenanted with me should be a
land for the inheritance of my seed yea the lord hath covenanted
this land unto me and to my children forever 2 ne 1155 he
goes on to relate that dwelling in this land is conditional upon
obedience to the lord and his principles in this connection lehi
prophesies of a time when his posterity will reject their redeemer
and their god 2 ne 1iioilo11010 in that day he says the lord will
bring other nations unto them and he will give unto them power
and he will take away from them the lands of their possessions
and he will cause them to be scattered and smitten 2 ne 111
although this prospect saddens lehi deeply he remains convinced
that the lords ways are righteous forever 2 ne 1119ilg19

even in the face of such difficulties lehi assures his family that
their descendants will survive these most vexing times 2 ne 47 9

this agrees with the promise made to thejosephththe josepheJoseph sold into egypt that
his posterity would be preserved 2 ne 316 a promise recorded on
the brass plates 2 ne 42 in fact much of the prophecy which
lehi quotes from this joseph 2 ne 36 2211 deals with a special seer

2 ne 37 11 who will carry the word of the lord both to joseph s

34thethe references to the commands to lehi to move his camp may have derived from the itinerary see
1 ne 22 169 1744 185
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seed 2 ne 37 and to the house of israel 2 ne 313 35 then
lehi prophesies to his own son nanamedmed joseph that this seer will
be

an instrument in the hands of god with exceeding faith to work
mighty wonders and do that thing which isis great in the sight of god
unto the bringing to pass much restoration unto the house of israel and
unto the seed of thy brethren

2 ne 324

one aspect of lehisgehis prophecies about his descendants is the
promise that their records will come forth to the world 2 ne 292
A similar assurance had come to joseph of egypt to him in a
passage quoted from the brass plates the lord had said regarding the
seer

I1 will give unto him that he shallwriteshallshalishail write the writing of the fruit of
thy loins unto the fruit of thy loins

and it shall be as if the fruit of thy loins had cried unto them from
the dust

2 ne 318 19

lehi had simply obtained the same promise given to joseph that the
writings of his posterity would cry out as if from the dustduso to others
of his descendants 2 ne 319

because he knows of the destiny of his posterity lehi compares
his family to an olive tree whose branches have been broken off

1 ne 101210 12 14 1512 13 the idea for this comparison doubtless
arose from the prophet zenos s allegory of the olive tree also found
in the brass plates which is quoted at length in thefifththe fifth chapter of
jacob in this allegory the house of israel is compared to an olive tree
whose branches are removed and grafted elsewhere but eventually
restored to the main trunk of the tree such a prophetic concept must
have had a powerful impact on lehi as nephi relates that his father
spoke

concerning the house of israel that they should be compared like

unto an olive tree whose branches should be broken off and should be
scattered upon all the face of the earth

wherefore he said it must needs be that we should be led with one
accord into the land of promise unto the fulfilling of the word of the
lord that we should be scattered upon all the face of the earth

1 ne 1012 13

the prophecy ofofjosephjoseph came from the brass plates 2 ne 42 lehi had access to more than this one
prophecy by joseph since he speaks of the prophecies which he joseph wrote



34 byustudiesBYU Studies

that these words had been spoken prophetically becomes clear from
nephis summarizing remark a few lines later and after this manner
of language did my father prophesy and speak unto my brethren

1 ne 10101515 36

another major theme of lehisgehis prophecies concerns the coming
messiah almost predictably on the occasion of his last blessings to
his family lehi prophesies concerning the messiah specifically
mmentioning him to his next to youngest sonjacobson jacob and explaining the
messiahs mission as redeemer from the fall and mediator of eternal
life 2 ne 226 28 an earlier prophecy about the messiah appears
in lehisgehis preaching to the jews in jerusalem 1 ne 1119ilg19 the
inspiration for his prophesying there arose from his vision of a book

1 ne 18 14 at first lehi does not seem to recognize the one
descending out of the midst of heaven whose brightness was above
that of the sun at noonday 1 ne 19 earlier in the vision lehi
had been rather certain that the one he saw sitting upon his throne
is god 1 ne 18 but this second figure who descends followed
by twelve others apparently remains unknown to lehi until he
has read in the book brought to him note this sense in nephis
summary and also the things which he lehi read in the book
manifested plainly the coming of a messiah 1 ne 119 at the
same time lehi learned of the impending destruction of jerusalem
because of the jews wickedness 1 ne 111313 37 this along with the
prediction of the messiahs coming make up his prophecy to the people
in the city 1 ne 1119ilg19

lehi also discusses the messiah at length when he tells his family
about his vision of the tree of life 1 ne 104 11 much of what
he prophesies probably deriving from this vision this vision of
the tree and the messiah appears to have considerably expanded
lehisgehis knowledge of the messiah s ministry in an earlier vision

1 ne 18 13 lehi had certainly learned of his coming for the
redemption of the world 1 I1 ne 1119ilg19 whether lehi had learned

31aA similar point isis made inin 1 nephi 151215 12 as nephi attempts to explain what lehi meant his
brothers had not understood lehisgehis comparison of themselves with the olive tree 1 ne 101210 12 14

so nephi declares to them behold I1 say unto you that the house of israel was compared unto an
olive tree by the spirit of the lord which was inin our father and behold are we not broken off from
the house of israel and are we not a branch of the house of israel this isis the reading of 1 nephi 151215 12

inin the original manuscript after adding punctuation beginning with the printers manuscript and
continuing through the printedprimed editions of the book of mormon an s had been added to the word

father the reading of the original manuscript makes itit clear that itit was lehi who was moved by the
spirit to apply the olive tree comparison to his family and posterity and this sense isis recognized in the 1981

edition of the book of mormon where the singular spelling has been restored see larson some textual
variations 59

310non the NepnephitesnephiiesNephihitestesies learning of the fulfillment of this prophecy refer to 2 nephi 141 4 and 686 8
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more about the messiah on this occasion remains uncertain since
nephi offers only a sketchy summary 1lnell419lNellne 1 1441919 inini1 nephi
104 11 lehi relates many more specific details about the redeemer
than we find in nephis earlier paraphrase in chapter 1

there is a point worth making here regarding lehisgehis terminology
for the messiah whether his words are paraphrased or quoted directly
lehi is never reported to have used the greek title christos or christ
when speaking of the messiah 38 nor does he ever call him son ofofgodgod
or something similar 39 titles of this nature are employed only by
lehisgehis sons nephi and jacob 40 to be sure the designation son
would have been known to lehi from the writings of zenos and
zenock which appeared on the brass plates 41 but in the few quotations
from these latter two prophets which alma purposely brings forward
when speaking of the coming messiah alma 3311 13 16 nowhere
do zenos and zenock expand the title to son of god or something
related 42

what can we say about this situation did lehi not know titles
such as son ofoswandogwandoglandgoygod and christ regarding both the term christ and

31thethe titles christ greek and messiah hebrew mean the same thing anointed it isis possible of
course that joseph smith while translating used the title christ inin contexts which dealt with the messiah
but see notes 39 and 40

39the39ne terms which lehi does employ to designate the messiah are lamb ofgod1ofgodl ne 1010lololoio10 10 holy one

ofisrael2 ne llolio1101 10 323 2 god2godagovgod 2 ne llolio1101 10 22 24 26 27 222 2 3 10 lordgod2 ne 1171 17 holy messiah
ane22nene 262 6 8 messiah 1 nee 119ilg119104ff2ne104ff 2 ne iloiio1101 10 2262 26 353 5zwlneloidllordl ne 10810 8 14 2 ne liyily115115192719 27

prophet 1 ne 10410 4 savior 1 ne 10410 4 redeemer 1 I1 ne 10 5 6 14 2 ne 1 10 232 3 one 1 I1 ne 191 9

firstfirstfruitsfirstfrmtsfruits 2 ne 292 9 holy one 2 ne 2 10 mediator 2 ne 2282 28

40nephinephi and jacob use several titles which apparently go beyond what they could have found inin the
brass plates assuming the brass plates included the full pentateuch and many of the prophets writings
see 1 ne 5115 11 13 192119 21 23 verse 23 of chapter 19 presents an interesting problem in all the printed

editions except the most recent we find the reference the book of moses the original manuscript has itit
the books of moses when oliver cowdery copied down the manuscript for the printer he accidentally

made books singular this misreading persisted until the edition of 1981 see larson some textual
variations 67 68 the following titles and names used by nephi seem more at home inin a later era such as

that of the new testament or of early christianity belovedson2ne3111beloved2ne3115sonofbelovedsonBelov evsonedSon 2 ne 31 11 beloved 2 ne 31 15 senjewson 0

the living godgodagod22 ne 311631 16 son of ofrighteousnessrighteousness 2 ne 26926 9 should this be sun ofrighteousnessrighteousnessof 7 sun isis

thewordthefordthe word used inin malachi 424 2 son odtheof thereeref mostmosthighmos taigahighthigh godlgovgod 1I ne 116ilg11 6 son ofgodlofgod1 ne 101710 17 11711 7 24

2 ne 251625 16 19 only begotten ofthefather2of trethetad farherfatherfarber 1 ne 2512jesus2ne25 12 jesus 2 ne 261226 12 311031 10 33433534554 4 6jesusdjesus6 jesus caristchrist
2 ne 251925 19 20 30550530 5 christ 2 ne 11411 4 6 7 251625 16 23 29 26126 1 8 12 281428 14 30730 7 31251231 2 13 19 21

32332523 3 6 9 33733357 7 9 12 true dinevinedinevinenine 1 I1 ne 151515 15 light 1 ne 171317 13 the following names fromjacobfrom jacob fit the
same situationsituation only begotten son jacob 4114 11 caristchristcarlst 2 ne 10310 3 7 jacob 141 4 6 8 2192 19 444 4 5 11 12

686 8 9 72ff7 2ffaff 17 19 jesus jacob 464 6

41inin 1 nephi 1910iglo19 10 17 nephi summarizessummarizes points from the writings otof ofzenockzenock neum and particularly
zenos in verse 21 of that chapter he indicates that these teachings were on the brass plates also see
alma 3312531233 12

42itit may be urged that inin the book of mormon we have mere hints and glimpses from the writings of
zenock and zenos and that consequently itit isis not possible to draw very firm conclusions in my viewview
however alma inin alma 331133 11 13 16 brought together the passages from the writings of these two men
which proved a point about the son of god zenos and zenock called the messiah son whereas alma called

him son 0ofif god alma 331433 14 17ff had alma known of a passage inin which either zenock or zenos
mentioned the son of god he surely would have used itit to make his point to the zoramitesZoramites
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the namnamejesusnameyj2jejesus the answer is a definite no according to 2 nephi 103
the title christ was made known to jacob by an angel only after lehisgehis
death and nephi makes use of this title only after narrating this
experience of jacob 2 ne 114 in addition nephi mentions the
name jesus for the first time only near the end of his own writings
2 ne 2612 andjacoband jacob uses it but once in the latter half of his work
jacob 46 therefore we can safely conclude that lehi did not know

these names in the case of the term son ofogwandgodandoswand related titles we
cannot be sure lehi did not know them but at least he did not use
them 43

besides lehisgehis reported prophecies seven of his visions and inspired
dreams are known to us if we include the instructions given him by
means of the compass 1 ne 1626 27 nephi indicates that lehi
had included a number of dreams and visions in his record he
lehi hath written many things which he saw in visions and in

dreams 1 ne 1116ilg16 in one direct quotation lehi himself admits
that he is a visionary man 1 ne 54 for lehi there appears to
have been little difference between the terms dream and vision 44

the earliest vision is that with which lehi s own record likely
began nephi recounts this experience

and it came to pass as he lehi prayed unto the lord there came a
pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him and he saw and heard
much and because of the things which he saw and heard he did quake
and tremble exceedingly

and it came to pass that he returned to his own house atatjerusalemjerusalem and
he cast himself upon his bed being overcome with the spirit and the
things which he had seen

1 I1 ne 16 7

43thethe first to adopt such a title isis nephi inin his narration of how he had sought to receivereceive the visionvision which
his father had seen of both the tree of life and the messiah 1 ne 10 17 curiously as soon as nephi
inscribes the title son of god he adds the parenthetical explanation and the son of god was the messiah
who should come when did nephi initially learn this title especially sincesince lehi apparently did not use itit
the only clear hint occurs at the beginning of his own parallel visionvision of the tree of life which he begins

narrating a few lines later starting inin chapter 11 on that occasionoccasion he was told by the spirit that after he had
seen a man descending out of heaven he was to bear record that itit isis the son of god 1 I1 ne 117 in
nephis account on the small plates this isis the first recorded noticenotice ofNephis having heard the title son ofgodof godgov
he had apparently learned from the spirit the expanded form son odtheoftheof the most high god just before this
1 ne 116 it might be argued that nephi knew such titles but had not utilized them inin I11 nephi until

now against this I1 should point out that thus far when speaking of the messiah nephi has consistently
employed the language of his father then inin 1 nephi 10 17 when he made use of the term son ofofgodgofgod he
even adds a note of explanation since seemingly the first being ever to mentionmention that title to nephi was the
spirit in the visionvision 1 ne 11 6 7 we are left to presume that before this experience nephi did not know the
term

44thethe term dream isis clearly to be understood min the inspired sense of the seven dreams and visionsvisions of
lehi three are called dreams 1 ne 212 1 2 323282528282 in the final instance lehi himself equates dream with
visionvision behold I1 have dreamed a dream or inin other words I1 have seen a visionvision 1 ne 828 2
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that lehisgehis experience constituted a vision can be seen in the emphasis
on what he saw even though he was not carried away in vision in
fact what he saw and heard must have been revealed on the spot
remarkably nephi recapitulates nothing of the visions content it
certainly must have included lehisgehis calling to prophesy and it is

not unlikely that some of the content coincided with what lehi saw
immediately following in the vision of the book nephi possibly
thought that the close juxtaposition of the two visions would indicate
corresponding content we come to expect this realizing nephi
must have abbreviated as much as possible owing to the difficulty of
writing on metal plates

nephi begins his summary of lehi s second vision the vision of
the book by describing how lehi was caught away by the spirit

and being thus overcome with the spirit he was carried away in a
vision even that he saw the heavens open and he thought he saw god
sitting upon his throne surrounded with numberless concourses of
angels in the attitude of singing and praising their god

1 ne 18 45

lehi then saw one descending out of the midst of heaven and
twelve others following him 1 ne 19 10 nephi continues

the first came and stood before my father and gave unto him a
book and bade him that he should read

and he read saying wo wo unto jerusalem for I1 have seen thine
abominations yea and many things did my father read concerning
jerusalem that it should be destroyed and the inhabitants thereof
many should perish by the sword and many should be carried away
captive into babylon

1 ne 1illiii11111 13

this passage captures what was no doubt the warning ofoflehisofLelehisgehishis vision
jerusalem had become iniquitous and was to be destroyed by babylonians
this warning of course formed the core of the messages of other
prophets contemporary with lehi at jerusalem 46 although nephi
does not mention it here at some point in the vision lehi had also
learned about the coming redemption through the messiah nephis
summary ofoflehisofLelehisgehishis preaching in jerusalem reads

this41this type of vision is the standard motif of the prophet or seer being introduced into the council of the
lord isaiah for example experienced this when he received his call isa 61 8 see alsoaisoalsojerjer 2318 22

rev 42 4

461nin 1 nephi 14 we read that many prophets had come to tojerusalemjerusalem prophesying unto the people
that they must repent or the great city jerusalem must be destroyed among those prophets would have
beenjeremiahbeen jeremiah who had already been saying this for twentyfivetwenty five years and habbakkuk who was prophesying
and writing between 608 and 598 BCB C see also zephaniah chapter 1
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and he lehi testified that the things which he saw and heard and
also the things which he read in the book manifested plainly of the
coming of a messiah and also the redemption of the world 47

1 ne 1119ilg19

in narrating his fathers third vision nephi includes words of
assurance from the lord

it came to pass that the lord spake unto my father yea even in a
dream and said unto him blessed art thou lehi because of the things
which thou hast done and because thou hast been faithful and declared
unto this people the things which I1 commanded thee behold they seek
to take away thy life

1 I1 ne 2211

in this same vision lehi also received a charge to leave jerusalem the
first step in a very long journey

and it came to pass that the lord commanded my father even in a
dream that he should take his family and depart into the wilderness

1 ne 22

lehisgehis response to this command eventually led him and his family to
the distant land of promise

lehi s fourth vision concerns the return of his sons to jerusalem
for the records on the plates of brass 1 ne 32 6 nephi writes the
account using the very words of lehi

and it came to pass that he lehi spake unto me saying behold I1 have
dreamed a dream in the which the lord hath commanded me that thou
and thy brethren shall return to jerusalem

for behold laban hath the record of the jews and also a genealogy of
my forefathers and they are engravengravenengraveden upon plates of brass

1 ne 32 3

nephi and his brothers were to go to laban and seek the records
and bring them down hither 1 ne 34 even though his brothers
had already complained about the task notably lehi received this
vision only after he and his family had arrived at a spot near the red
sea 1 ne 25 9

the fifth vision has to do with the tree of life and with the
messiah 1 ne 82 28 As we have seen this constitutes a long
direct quotation from lehisgehis record there were two elements of the
vision however which lehi apparently missed recording the first

47nephi s employment of the phrase saw and heard may be intended to recall what lehi saw and
heard in the very first vision used twice in 1 nephi 16 if so it becomes very likely that lehi had learned
something about the coming messiah in this first experience it is impossible however for us to recover
exactly what and how much was revealed to him on this occasion concerning the messiah since nephi does
not elaborate
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concerns an item which he had overlooked when he saw the vision it
was nephi who after recounting his experience with the corroborating
vision adds this curious note

the water which my father saw was filthiness and so much was his mind
swallowed up in other things that he beheld not the filthiness of the water

1 ne 1527

when one examines lehisgehis narration what nephi says proves true
lehi describes the water simply as a river of water 1 ne 813815813815

adding no indication that it appeared muddy or clear in contrast
nephi s report is very explicit about its appearance calling it the
fountain of filthy water and the depths thereof are the depths of
hell 1 ne 1216 lehi also learned the time of the messiahs
coming but neither lehi nor nephi relates this detail in their accounts
of their visions at least not in the record as we have it from the small
plates it is only afterward that nephi brings forward this particular
in a later recollection of the vision 1 ne 19719 7 10 nephi says about
the coming of the messiah and behold he cometh according to
the words of the angel in six hundred years from the time my father
leffleftleftjersusalemjersusalem 1 ne 198 if the angel in this passage is the
same as the man dressed in a white robe of lehisgehis vision

1 ne 85 and this seems apparent then we can assume the
likelihood that lehi not only was told what nephi was told but was
also informed as to when the messiah would come

in my reckoning the revelation written on the compass constituted
lehisgehis sixth vision 1 ne 1626 incidentally nephi explains later
that from time to time writing would appear on the compass to
give directions to lehisgehis family while still in the desert 1 ne 1629
on this occasion however lehi had prayed to know where nephi
should go to find food in his response the lord chastizedchastised lehi and
his family for complaining because of their hardships in the wilderness

1 ne 1624 25 nephi writes that when my father beheld the
things which were written upon the ball he did fear and tremble
exceedingly and also my brethren and the sons of ishmael and our
wives 1 ne 1627 like the urimarim and thummimthummirnThummirn among the
ancient israelites the compass ball served as a means of revelation 48

the last recorded vision of lehi is related in 2 nephi 14

for behold said he I1 have seen a vision in which I1 know that
jerusalem is destroyed and had we remained in jerusalem we should
also have perished

on the arimurim and thummim in old testament usage see exodus 2830 leviticus 88 numbers 2721
deuteronomy 338 1 samuel 286 ezra 263 and nehemiah 765
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that lehi was granted a vision of the destruction ofofjerusalemjerusalem should
not surprise us other prophets saw similar happenings for example
lehisgehis son jacob recounts that he also saw that those who were at
jerusalem from whence we came have been slain and carried away
captive 2 ne 68 nahum too saw a similar vision of nineveh
under siege and finally falling nahum 21 3533 10 15 ezekiel as
well was transported in vision from babylon to jerusalem where he
saw the abominable practices of the priests and the consequent departure
of the glory of the lord from the temple before the fall of the city
ezek 83 1019

among the important doctrinal ideas taught by lehi in addition
to those already discussed tangentially three stand out the first
pertains to fidelity to ones spouse a principle discussed in connection
with the question of plurality of wives jacob we recall quotes at
some length the relevant words of lehi jacob 223b 26 27b 33

the occasion on which lehi had received this injunction from the
lord remains unknown nonetheless according to jacob the lord
had told lehi that this people begin to wax in iniquity fortheydortheyfor they
seek to excuse themselves in committing whoredomswhoredoms jacob 223
lehisgehis people had sought to excuse themselves on scriptural
grounds because of the things which were written concerning david
and solomon his son god through lehi was very specific that no
I1 man among you shall have save it be one wife jacob 227 only
god himself could reverse this prohibition against plural marriage

for if I1 will saith the lord raise up seed unto me I1 will command
my people jacob 230 what had angered the lord was having
I1 seen the sorrow and heard the mourning of the daughters of my
people because of the wickedness and abominations of their
husbands jacob 231 in lehi s account of it fidelity to one s

marriage partner was so crucial to the nephite s presence in the
promised land that if it were not observed faithfully god would curse

the land for their sakes jacob 229
A second significant teaching of lehi concerns the notion of

opposition in all things lehisgehis ideas thereon are part of his last
instructions to his sonjacobson jacob 2 ne 211 13 lehi begins by indicating
that the judgment leads either to punishment which is affixed or
to happiness which is affixed 2 ne 221010 he then reasons it
must needs be that there is an opposition in all things if not
so righteousness could not be brought to pass neither wickedness
neither holiness nor misery neither good nor bad ane22nene 221111 lehi
indicates that without opposition we have no power to be righteous
or unrighteous note the dramatic result that lehi says would arise
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and if these things are not there is no god and if there is no god
we are not neither the earth for there could have been no creation

2 ne 213 according to lehi the totality of existenceexistence would cease
if opposition were removed he says this again in a different way

all things must needs be a compound in one wherefore if it
should be one body it must needs remain as dead having no life neither
death nor corruption nor incorruption happiness nor misery neither
sense nor insensibility

wherefore it must needs have been created for a thing of naught
wherefore there would have been no purpose in the end of its
creationcreatloncreationcreatlon

2 ne 211 12

the observation that all existence would become utterly wasted if no
antithetical relationships existed leads lehi to say wherefore
this thing must needs destroy the wisdom of god and his eternal
purposes and also the power and the mercy and the justice of god

2 ne 212 since lehi has just previously been dealing with the
redemption which is to come through the messiah 2 ne 26 10 we
should probably understand this series of passages in terms of the
redeemer s work that is if there exists no opposition there is no
reason for a redeemer who can bring about gods mercy andjusticeundand justice

A third element of lehisgehis teaching is closely related to his concerns
for the role of the redeemer and for opposition in all things it has to
do with the role of adam in the drama of salvation 2 ne 215 27
lehi insists that two ingredients were mixed with adam s situation a
choice along with the freedom to make the choice it must needs
be that there was an opposition even the forbidden fruit in opposition
to the tree of life wherefore the lord god gave unto man that
he should act for himself 2 ne 215 16 for lehi the opposition
facing adam was necessary so that the choice could be made the
forbidden fruit versus the tree of life in fact had not adam been
enticed to make the choice which brought both mortality and the
capability of parenthood the earth would never have been peopled
thus frustrating gods plan

and now behold if adam had not transgressed he would not have
fallen but he would have remained in the garden of eden

and they would have had no children

adam fell that men might be
2 ne 222 23 25

the whole point is that had adam not fallen mankind would never
have existed but since he did fall
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the messiah cometh in the fulnessfalness of time that he may redeem the
children of men from the fall and because that they are redeemed
from the fall they have become free forever

to choose liberty and eternal life through the great mediator of all
men or to choose captivity and death according to the captivity and
power of the devil

2 ne 226 27

the reasons for opposition then are 1 to perpetuate existence and
adams fall led to this and 2 to bring about gods plan which is

to save mankind through the messiahs redemption
these three major elements of lehisgehis instruction fidelity to

spouse opposition as an essential ingredient of existence and the
adam redeemer relationship in the plan of salvation are supplemented
by other themes which in the available sources receive less emphasis but
even when reviewed briefly their richness and variety become obvious
lehisgehis teachings which focused on the tree of life 1 ne 82 35 the
fall of jerusalem eg 1 ne 111311513 19 93 the coming of the
messiah eg 1 ne 1l19blgb 101044 11 2 ne 26 9 the scattering and
gathering of israel eg 1 ne 93 103 12 14 and the important
ministry of the seer of the latter days who is to take gods message to
lehisgehis descendants 2 ne 36 2211

conclusion

thus a strong case exists that lehisgehis written record underlay a good
deal more in the writings ofofnephinephi andandjacobjacob than others have thought
the most persistent problem to be sure is whether a particular
quotation or paraphrase indeed goes back to a written source nephis
brief characterizations of his father s writings 1 ne 1116ilg16 191 2

help us to see important clues regarding the nature of lehisgehis work
yet in the final analysis we can be certain about only a portion
the rest remains merely suggestive far from being a futile exercise
however the analysis has made it abundantly dear that their father lehisgehis
writings and teachings deeply influenced both nephi and jacob a
fact which gives measure to the positive influences of lehi the man
and the prophet



effects of college education
on the religious involvement

of latter day saints

gerald stott

LDS educational perspective

mormonism fosters education LDS theology views life essentially
as an educational process mortality is seen as a probationary state a
period of learning and testing knowledge and mastery of both self
and environment through obedience to divine law is the basis of eter-
nal progression thus in mormon dogma education not only helps
man in this life it also assists him in his quest to achieve perfection
and become godlike in the next this theological emphasis is
manifest in many latter day scriptures

ththe glory of god is intelligence or in other words light and truth
dacd&c 9336

whatever principle of intelligence we attain unto in this life it will rise
with us in the resurrection and if a person gains more knowledge and
intelligence in this life through his diligence and obedience than
another he will have so much the advantage in the world to come

dacd&c 13018 19

it is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance dacd&c 1316

teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you that you may be instructed

more perfectly in theory in principle in doctrine in the law of the gospel
in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of god that are expedient for
you to understand of things both in heaven and in the earth and under
the earth things which have been things which are things which must
shortly come to pass things which are at home things which are
abroad the wars and the perplexities of the nations and the judgments
which are on the land and a knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms

dacd&c 8878 79

mormonismsMormonisms theological emphasis upon the importance of
knowledge has had very tangible results within the first few years of
the organization of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

gerald stott is an assistant professor of sociology at southeast missouri state university
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its leaders established in ohio and missouri an adult school for men
called the school of the prophets three years after entering the
salt lake valley despite the hardships of settling an uninhabited
nearly desolate area mormon pioneers founded the university of deseret
18501830 later named the university of utah brigham young university

also established in utahs pioneer period 1876 has become a
showpiece of mormondom utah a predominantly mormon state
has an enviable education record leading the nation in the percentage
of high school graduates among persons eighteen and over 80.2802802 percent
compared to the national percentage of 66.6666666 and tying with colorado
for the highest median school years completed by persons eighteen
and over 12.8128 years 1 furthermore it reports one of the highest
percentages of adults who have attended college 31.4314314514 percent 2

utahs emphasis on education is not superficial more than forty
years ago thorndike controlling for population size found utah to
rank first as the birthplace of people listed in american men of
science to tie for second place in producing people listed in leaders
in education and to be fourth in contributing to those listed in
choswhos who in america 31 astin in his 1962 study found productivity
of colleges was largely determined by the characteristics of incoming
students input utah universities however were found to be much
more productive than their inputs predicted 4 hardy in his 1974
analysis of the origins of american scientists and scholars provided
additional evidence indicating the superior productivity of utah schools
of higher education using a weighted index based on the number of
college graduates per thousand who go on to earn a phd within a
specified time and controlling for gender variations he found

the most productive state is utah which is first in productivity for all
fields combined in all time periods it is first in biological and social
sciences second in education third in physical sciences and sixth in arts
and professions compared to other states in its region it is deviantly
productive this result seems clearly to be due to the influence of
mormon values because mormon youth predominate in the colleges of
the state and because other variables such as climate geography
natural resources and social class do not appear to explain the exceptional
record of this state 5

US bureau of the census statisticalabstractstatistical abstract odtheoftheof taetherae unitedstatesUnited States washington DC US government

printing office 1980 151

standardeducationStandard education almanac chicago marquis academic media 1975 76 91 92 the 1975 76

edition of the standard educational almanac is referenced because relevant information is not given in later

editions
ae3eE L thorndike the origin of superior men scientific monthly 56 1943 426

4aiexanderexander W astin productivity of undergraduate institutions science 136 1962 123 35

kenneth R hardy social origins of american scientists and scholars science 185 1974 500
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secularizingSECULARIZING INFLUENCE OF EDUCATION

both education and religion are directly concerned with knowing
that is understanding the cosmos and mans place in it yet they
rely upon different and possibly conflicting methods of acquiring
knowledge religion with its emphasis on the superempiricalsuperempirical
subordinates worldly reasoning to faith in revealed knowledge in the
words of paul williams religion involves

a belief attitude that the ultimate for man exists however it may be
conceived and that certain aspects of life derive from the ultimate

that the derivation from the ultimate of these aspects of life is
beyond empirical demonstration and that these aspects of life are
of supreme importance 6

scholarship on the other hand follows essentially the scientific
perspective grounding truth in logic and empirical findings many
scholars consider these two approaches faith and science to be
incompatible thomas F odea a sociologist who made an in depth
study of mormonism contends that the incompatibility between
higher education and religion is the major source of strain and conflict
in contemporary mormonism odea argues that this strain between
education and religion rises out of the secularizingsecularizing influence of science
and rationalism which undermines traditional religious beliefs

the mormon appreciation of education emphasized higher education
and thereby encouraged contact between mormon youth and those very
elements in modern thought that are bound to act as a solvent on
certain aspects of mormon beliefs he has been taught by the
mormon faith to seek knowledge and to value it yet it is precisely this
course so acceptable to and so honored by his religion that is bound to
bring religious crisis to him and profound danger to his religious belief
the college undergraduate curriculum becomes the first line of danger
to mormonism in its encounter with modern learning 7

THESTUDYTHE STUDY

Is college education as odea suggests detrimental to mormon
faith Is mormonism by encouraging educational achievement
latently promoting its own secularism Is the highly educated mormon
less religious than his less educated brothers findings from a study
recently completed by the author suggest not

the study is based on a probability sample of 500 adult latter day
saints systematically selected from all IDS wards in the greater st louis

aj6j6 paul williams the nature of religion journalforJournjournalalforfotfor the scientific study of ofreligionreligion 2 1962 8

7thornasnhomaschomas F odea the cormonsmormons chicago university of chicago press 1957 226 27
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area 8 the 500 adults were mailed a questionnaire dealing with educational
attainment religious involvement and background information of
the 500300 sampled 261 52 percent returned usable questionnaires
of this number 101 39 percent held college degrees 9

the problems in measuring religiosity are nunumerous and resist
easy solution even defining religiosity is a formidable task my
solution was to use multiple measures of religiosity that tap different
facets 10 specifically scales were created to measure religious
practice belief knowledge and experience in addition an overall
measure of religiosity religious self identification was used

religious selxselfseffsedyseyd identiyiwidentificationarhonarbon the respondents self evaluation of how
religious they are gives a subjective genericgenetic measure of religiosity table 1

cross tabulates religious self identification by educational level

table 1

religious self identification by educational level inin rounded percentages

how non HS high school some bachelor graduate
religious graduate graduate college degree degree total

not very 6 8 5 4 6 5

mildly 12 10 3 5 8 7

fairly 49 39 31 26 36 35

very 33 43 61 65 50 53

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 33 51 62 55 36 237

r11riir 11 P 4 05

the study may be faulted for not drawing the sample from utah mormonismsMormonisms heartland justification
exists however for drawing the sample outside utah research findings demonstrate that a groups majority
or minority status has significant influence on itsits members behavior mormonism isis a national and even
international religion the majority ofofldsoflasIDSils living outside utah because most IDS live inin areas where they are
a minority a utah sample where they constituteconstitute a majority would be unrepresentative and hence of no more
utility inin generalizing to all or even to LDS inm the united states than my midwest sample

9duedueadue to response bias among those returning the questionnaire the findings should be accepted primarily
for their correlative and comparative values rather than as accurate measurements of the survey population
for example while 39 percent of the respondents hold college degrees only 23 percent of a followupfollow up sample
of nonrespondents had college degrees hence probably 31 not 39 percent of the survey population are
college graduates even this percentage however isis quite large especially when compared to a corresponding
study of southern baptists which found 18 percent of that survey population to be college graduates

lo lomultidimensionalmultidimensional approaches to the study of religiosity have been used by such writerswriters as joseph fichter

soadrelamsocial relations in the urban rumaparisheuma chicago university of chicago press 1954 gerhard E lenskilensh social correlates

of religious interest american sociological review 18 1953 533 44 mononmorton king measuring the
religious variable nine proposed dimensions Journyournjournalforjournaltournaiadforalforfor the scientific study of ofreligionreligion 6 fall 1967

17390173 90 rodney stark and charles glock american piety the nature of ofreligiousreligious commitment berkeley

university of california press 1968 king mononmorton and richard hunt measuring the religious variable
national replicationrephcationRephcation journalforJournjournalalforaarformar taetherae Scientscientificfic study of qfreligionreligion 15 march 1975 13 22 gordon F dejong
joseph S faulkner and rex H warland dimensions of religiosity reconsidered evidence from a cross

cultural study social force 54 june 1976 866 89 dean R hoge gregory H petrillo and ella 1I smith

transmission of religious and social values from parents to teenage children journal ofofmarr4zgemarriage and
the family 44 august 1982 569 80 my approach isis most closely related to stark and Glclocksocks
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notice that the percentage of respondents classifying themselves as

very religious increases with educational level from a low of 33 percent
of those who were not high school graduates to a high of 65 percent of
those with bachelors degrees but then declines to 50 percent of
those with post bachelors degrees all in all 39 percent of the
noncollege educated respondents compared to 60 percent of those
who did attend college judged themselves to be very religious

practices acts of worship which devotees of a religion are
encouraged to perform constitute religious practices at one end of
the spectrum these practices tend to be formal and typically public
at the other end of the spectrum they tend to be informal and
typically private church attendance a public act of worship and
personal prayer a private act of worship were selected to measure
religious practices the relationship between these two variables and
education is shown in tables 2 and 3

table 2

church attendance by educational level in rounded percentages

church non HS high school some bachelor graduate
attendance graduate graduate college degree degree total

zero 16 15 12 8 13 13

1 to 3

times yearly 6 7 3 1 0 3

4 to 12

times yearly 9 5 3 2 3 4

2 or 3

times monthly 6 2 5 5 5 4

weekly 63 71 77 84 79 76

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 32 58 65 61 38 254

r13 P 4 05oy05.05

note that weekly church attendance increases with educational level
from 63 percent among those who did not graduate from high school
to 84 percent among those with bachelors degrees again those with
graduate degrees upset the monotonic relationship by attending less

than those with bachelors degrees eighty percent of the college
category compared to 63 percent of the noncollegenoncollege category attend
church weekly

A measure of association pearsons r is provided in the table an interval rather than an ordinal
measure of association isis reported because interval statistics which are more powerful more sensitive and
more readily interpreted can be applied to ordinal data with except in rare circumstances little distortion
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the relationship between personal prayer and education is less
clear As with the two preceding measures of religiosity the college
educated are more likely than the noncollege educated to place high
on the measure but the difference is small 67 percent to 60 percent
and those who attended college but did not graduate were more likely
to engage in daily personal prayer than those who did graduate

table 3

personal prayer by educational level in rounded percentages

frequency non HS high school some bachelor graduate
of prayer graduate graduate college degree degree total

do not pray 0 2 3 2 7 3

only on
special
occasionsoccasions 3 5 0 3 0 2

occasionally 23 19 8 10 12 14

once a week 21 10 15 21 13 16

daily 53 64 74 64 67 65

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 34 58 65 61 4040 258

r04 P 0 0505.05

belief the belief dimension of religion focuses on ideology
the religious tenets individuals avow it comprises religion s theological
component acceptance of biblical miracles was used to measure
belief As table 4 shows belief declines with educational advancement

table 4
belief in biblical miracles by educational level in rounded percentages

bible non HS high school some bachelor graduate
miracles graduate graduate college degree degree total

did not
happen 0 0 0 0 3 0

explained
by natural
events 6 3 15 18 16 12

uncertain 0 11 5 3 8 6

did happen 94 86 80 79 74 82

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 33 56 64 61 38 252

r 17.1717 P 4 01oi.0101
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note that the percentage of respondents believing that biblical
miracles actually happened just as the bible states declines from
94 percent of those who did not graduate from high school to 74 percent
of those with college graduate degrees the college educated as a
group are 11 percent less likely than the noncollege educated to be
unequivocal believers

experience religious experience constitutes the feeling
component of religion such experience involves the sensation
that contact however fleeting has been made with the divine
this contact may range the entire gamut from feelings of peace
and safety to visions and revelations spiritual confirmation of
the truthfulness of the gospel was used as an indicator of religious
experience As table 35 shows education is negligibly related to
spiritual confirmation

table 5

spiritual confirmation of the truthfulness of the gospel
by educational level in rounded percentages

spiritual non HS high school some bachelor graduate
confirmation graduate graduate college degree degree total

no 0 7 10 2 13 6

uncertain 20 15 8 12 8 12

yes 80 78 82 86 79 82

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 30 55 63 58 39 245

rolroir01 P 0 05oy05.05

the college educated are more likely to have experienced a spiritual
confirmation than the noncollegenoncollege educated but again the difference
is small 83 to 79 percent

knowledge the knowledge dimension of religion deals with
religious literacy the extent to which a person is informed about the
basic doctrines practices and history of his faith knowledge differs
from belief since knowledge is concerned only with knowing while
belief involves commitment four questions dealing with the bible
were used to measure religious knowledge 1 who wrote the most
books in the new testament 2 Is the book of acts an eyewitness
account of christs ministry 53 name the last book of the old
testament and 4 which gospel narrates most fully the events
surrounding the birth of christ the number of responses per person
is represented on the next page by table 6
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table 6

bible knowledge by educational level in rounded percentages

number of non HS high school some bachelor graduate
correct graduate graduate college degree degree total
answers

0 31 22 18 7 20 18

1 28 22 18 16 5 18

2 17 22 16 7 13 15

3 17 21 26 25 13 21

4 7 13 22 45 49 28

total percent 100 100 100 100 100 100

number 29 54 62 60 39 244

r 3151.3131 4 01oi.0101

the association between religious knowledge and education is

positive and substantial notice that the percentage of individuals
answering allAailali four questions correctly nearly doubles with each increment
in education up to the graduate degree level A comparison of those
who attended college to those who did not shows that while 39 percent
of the college educated answered all four questions correctly only
11 percent of the noncollege educated did

SUMMARY AND conclusion

of the six measures of religiosity only belief was negatively
associated with education that is tended to decline with educational
advancement in contrast church attendance and biblical knowledge
increased substantially and self evaluated religiosity increased mildly
with educational advancement personal prayer and spiritual confirmation
of the truthfulness of the gospel showed little relationship to educational
level

in order to rule out the possibility that the association between
negative belief and education was a product of the specific belief
indicator used the relationships between education and four other
measures of belief were tested 1 belief in god 2 belief in the
existence of satan 3 belief in the infallibility of the president of the
church in matters of doctrine and 4 acceptance of religious over
scientific beliefs when the two appear to clash the associations with
education for the measures were respectively iglg.1919 18.1818 oi01.0101 and 272.27277

the fact that these measures of belief were also associated negatively
with education strongly suggests that surety of belief in basic religious
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tenets tends to diminish with educational advancement nevertheless
corrosive effects of education on religious belief if it is education
that is causing the decline are limited 12 note that 77 percent of the
college graduates fully accept biblical miracles as actually having
happened

the fact that the percentage of those with graduate degrees scoring
high on the various measures of religiosity is typically lower than the
corresponding percentage for those with bachelors degrees suggests
that graduate education may adversely affect certain aspects of
religiosity even so those with post bachelors degrees are on the
average more religious than those who never attended college in
short college educated latterdatter day saints inin my sample both as a
group and by specific level of education were on the average more
religiously involved than noncollege educated latter day saints
thus contrary to odeas contentions no evidence was found to
indicate that college education is detrimental to the religiosity of
mormonscormonsMormons

my findings are at odds with the findings of several studies dealing
with other denominations A study of episcopaliansEpiscopalians which focused
on church attendance religious belief personal prayer and bible
reading found all but church attendance to be negatively related to
education 13 A study of urban north texas presbyteriansPresbyterians missouri
lutheransLutherans methodists and disciples of christ reported that of nine
dimensions of religiosity tested only the knowledge dimension did
not associate negatively with education 14 A 1972 study of church
members of various denominations in the san francisco bay area
found religious belief personal prayer and religious experiences
negatively related to years of education while church attendance and
religious knowledge were positively related 15

the typical negative association found to exist between educational
level and various measures of religiosity has been attributed by some
writers to the rationalizing and secularizingsecular izing influences of higher
education which are thought to undermine religious commitment if
this be the case it appears that the religiosity of mormonscormons is largely
impervious to this secularizingsecularizing influence the reason for this I1

correlation does not prove causationcausation
wade clarke roof traditional religion inin contemporary society A theory of local cosmopolitan

plausibility american sociological review 41 1976 195 208
14 14mortonmononMorton B king and richard A hunt measuring religious dimensions dallas southern methodist

university 1972 39
15 15rodneyrodney stark the economics of piety religious commitment and social class inin issues inin social

inequality ed gerald W thielbar and saul D feldman boston little brown and company 1972

483 503
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suggest is to be found in the LDS view of education LDS theology
while it places a strong emphasis upon education places education
into a larger religious perspective this tends to galvanize mormonscormons
against whatever religiously corrosive influences higher education
might generate in short latter day saint theology appears to negate
the secularizingsecularizing impact of education by sacralizingsacral izing it and incorporating
it into the total religious milieu



the beginning of wisdom

dennis jay packard

february 21 1982 sunday morning about thirty missionaries
half the branch came to read scripture together before lunch and
the study room fit for twelve was crowded there were chair desks
around the room tight next to each other with two rows in the middle
I1 sat in a corner on one wall hung a poster of a green european
hillside a pencil drawing of jesus a blackboard and a corkboard
with charts and photographs on the opposite wall behind the rows
of missionaries was a large seascape tapestry in royal blue

I1 had thought out beforehand how to begin scripture like
music is meant to be heard I1 said even those who appreciate music
by reading it silently appreciate it more when they hear it

elder thorton was taking notes a small blond elder alert and
smiling he often smiled sitting in the middle of the room two arm
lengths away from me

if you read a passage aloud I1 said thinking about what you are
reading and remembering that there is a real person behind the
words a person who wants to speak who has something to say you
will begin to hear him speak

the room was quiet the elders on the front row watching and
listening sat this way and that in their dark suits elder blood a
curious name sat back in his chair with his feet out and crossed he
came from a large family worked hard and didnt say much in
groups he was a district leader he could be trusted to give good
counsel I1 wondered about the elders I1 couldnt see three rows back
in the corner

I1 said that you dont have to work at it when you read aloud you
dont want to try to make it dramatic it is a matter of being open
attentive of letting it come out what shall we read

sister mullins raised her hand she wanted to hear mormon 8 the
first chapter moroni wrote 1 I can almost hear moroni speaking
she said but it really requires a mans voice to read it right

elder parcells seated next to sister mullins and her less confident
less talkative companion volunteered elder parcells was canadian

dennis jay packard professor of philosophy is chairman of the philosophy department at brigham young
university
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from calgary he was tall and thin had wiry black hair and his
eyebrows crossed the top of his nose he was a convert of thirteen
months and said he was in shock when he first entered the MTC
and was learning to keep track of and to do everything expected of
him after two weeks he had been asked to be branch executive
secretary he had sat between the desks in the branch office it
doubles as a room assignment office during the week and listened
closely to the description of his calling his eyes alert without expression
on his face the next sunday at 630 AM he had returned with
schedules he called them saesheschedulesjedulesshedulesjedulesduies organizing all the meetings and
interviews for the day

the scripture bundles opened zippers jerking and then the familiar
flipping sound of the thin paper elder parcells began reading

1I BebeholdholdII1 moroni do finish the recordrecordonrecordofrecordoddofsofof my father mormon
behold I1I1 have but few things he paused took a breath to write
which things I1 javhavehavbadeaddee been commanded by my father he spoke each
word identically precisely as if with a computer voice

2 and now it came to pass that after the great and tremendous
battle at he hesitated cumorah behold the nephitesNep hites who had
escaped into the country southward were hunted by the lamanitesLamanites
until they were all destroyed breath

3 and my father also was killed by them and I1 even remain
alone to write the sad tale of the destruction of my people he read as
if he hadnt seen the words before and was reading them now only
because he was supposed to but behold they are gone andifulfillandIandundandl I1 fulfill
the commandment of my father and whether they will slay me I1
know not each word with the same tone of voice

4 therefore I1 will write and hide up the records in the earth
and whither I1 go it matterethmattereth not

elder parcells looked up everyone looked up their faces said
now what

I1 said thank you let s go back and look at these verses I1

looked at the passage thinking how reading aloud can help a discussion
here the discussion had to get the reading aloud going

in verse 1 he says he has to finish his fathers record and he has
just a few things to write and his father commanded him to write them
in verse 3 he repeats something like that he says he has to fulfill the
commandment of his father how does moroni feel about writing

half the elders on the front row were looking hard at their scriptures
the others were as intently watching me elder blood was watching me

hes not excited about it someone in one of the back rows
said its something he has to do
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in verse 3 he says I1 even remain alone to write the sad tale of
the destruction of mymypeoplepeople but behold they are gone andifulfillandlandandIundansi 1 fulfill
the commandment of my father and whether they will slay me I1
knownotknow not therefore I1 will write and hide up the records in the earth
and whither I1 go it matterethmattereth not

he s kind of down someone said from the back rows

hes depressed sister mullins said
did you know I1 asked that he wanders around for twenty

years before he finally buries the plates
there was motion in the chairs elder thorton was smiling

elder parcells began the next verse the room was quiet again
5 behold my father hath made this record pause and

he hath writtenmittenm itten the intent thereof breath and behold I1 would
write it also ifiafiif 1 had room upon the plates another pause but I1 have
not breath and ore I1 have none for lamiamI1 am alone my father hath
been slain in battle his tone of voice lower and all my kinsfolk
a long pause and I1I1 have not friends nor whither to go his voice

down and how long the lord will suffer that I1 may live I1 know
not

he stopped reading and didnt look up
I1 said there when he read my father hath been slain inin battle

and all my kinsfolk and I1 have not friends nor whither to go right
there you could hear moronis voice his sadness and loneliness coming
through

sister mullins was leaning forward in her chair vigorously nodding
her head yes

you didnt try to put that in did you
elder parcells looked up a little red in the face shook his head

no didnt say anything but looked back down at the words he had
just read

why I1 wondered did he respond to the loneliness and the talk
of kinsfolk and friends he had friends in the church he had told
me but his parents hadnt joined not yet they had brought him
down to the MTC they had been impressed the next month his
father had done a thousand dollars worth of free printing for the
church in calgary and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children and the heart of the children to theirfatherstheir fathers

even elder blood was looking down at his scriptures now there
was talking in the room they wanted to go on

who else would like to read
elder housley quick with answers tall and dark like elder parcells

but with thicker hair combed down across his forehead put his hand
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up he was seated two chairs to my left with his back to the
blackboard he looked too big for the chair desk and seemed uncom-
fortablefortable with his legs protruding out into the room I1 wondered but
couldnt remember whether he was going to the north or the south
he would fit in better in the north the italians in the south were
shorter but it wouldnt matter when some italian branch president
was giving him an dabraccioabraccio forte elder housley would just have
to stoop down as he had to do with me at cantiamosantiamoCantiamo when after a
thought and a song we gave each other hugs

he read the next three verses
6 behold four hundred years have passed away since the

coming of our lord and savior
7T and behold he read distinctly one word after another

and took a breath the lamanitesLamanites have hunted my people the
nephitesNep hites down from city to city anufromandfromand tromfrom place to place even until
breath they are no more andgreatand great has been theirfalltheir tallfalltalt yea great

and marvelous is the destruction of my people the nephitesnephiresNep aiteshiteshiresaltesalres
8 and behold breath it is the hand of the lord which

hath done it and behold also the lamanitesLamanites are at war one with
another and the whole face of this land breath is one continual
round ofmurderof murder and bloodshed and no one knoweth the end odtheof thearfaff
war

more words more unconnected facts he looked up and over at
me with a faint smile he hadnt understood

A week later elder housley sat between the desks in the branch
office looking down at his hands in his lap for some time before he
started talking he said he didnt want to question my decision he
wasngasn t that kind of person but and there were tears in his eyes

is it best to send elder glenn home
what elder glenn isnt going home
he was packing his bags this morning and said he d talked to

you
it was lunchtime I1 went to the cafeteria and sat down next to

elder glenn and his district I1 looked at them they looked at
me and at each other and started laughing I1 smiled no one said
anything and I1 went back and explained to elder housley the joke
that had been played on him he was a little embarrassed but mostly
relieved elder glenn wasnt being sent home after lunch at the
sunday school meeting I1 told the branch a missionary had come to
me with tears in his eyes to plead his brother s case

why does he say the destruction was great anyandandmarvelous7marvelous
elder thorton asked it seems weird to call it marvelous
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1I explained that marvelous has older meanings I1 had been
thinking about this earlier wonder according to greek philosophy
is the beginning of wisdom its motivating cause marveling and
wondering can mean being pulled up short left open and vulnerable
everything at stake when moses saw the burning bush he wondered
at the sight and as he drew near to behold it the voice of the lord
came unto him it can mean being caught up with the significance of
somethingssomethings being one way rather than another when jesus bearyheardbeardpeardjeary
the centurion at capernaum hebe marvelleemarvelledmarvelled and said to them that

followed verily I1I1 say unto you I1 have not found so great faith no
not in israel and in his own country among people he grew up with
he marvelleemarvelledmarvel led because of their unbelief but sometimes wondering
stagnates becoming an evasiveevasive way of staying ignorant why marvel
ye at this marvel not at these things despise not wonder not but
hearken unto the words of the lord doubt not but be believing
and come unto the lord with all your heart and work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling before him my academic education
had taught me to wonder I1 had learned not to panic at confusion I1

had learned to watch for paradox in hope that it would lead to new
understanding my education from the scriptures which should have
come first was giving me more reason to hope the beginning of
wisdom according to the scriptures is the fear of god his thoughts
arent my thoughts but he speaks to me in a language I1 can understand
if I1 am willing to understand it willing likejacoblikeilke jacob to wrestle with the
messenger through the night until he blesses me

when the scripture says wonder not but hearken unto the
words of the lord it means dont stand there confused listen and
believe when isaiah says this is a marvelous work undandanda a wonder hes
saying it particularly for those who refuse to believe if you wont
allow the possibility that joseph smith was as prophet the whole
thing will just perplex you you wont be able to figure it out it will
be marvelous to you

we talked about moroni s finding the destruction marvelous
not easy to understand and his finding it less marvelous after he read
thejaredite record we talked about how moroni interjected his own
thoughts into ether much more than his father did in compiling the
rest of the book and about how the jareditejaredineJaredite history helped moroni
think through his own history

elder thononthorton was taking more notes elder blood was watching
me again sister mullins was nodding yes

notice in verse 6 that moroni tells us when christ came why
do you think he puts that there
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he wants us to know how long its been someone said
yes but why and why right there let me read verse 6 with

the verse right after it
6 behold four hundred years have passed away since the

coming of our lord and savior
7T and behold the lamanitesLamanites have hunted my people the

nephitesNep hites down from city to city anufromandfromundand tromfrom place to place even until
they are no more and great has been their fall yea great and
marvelous is the destruction of my people the nephitesNep hites

oh I1 see sister mullins said again leaning forward in her
chair her eyes wide and her voicevolcevoicevolce urgent within four hundred
years ofjesus coming everything fell apart it amazes moroni

before she left the MTC sister mullins had finished all her
discussions and was speaking fair italian the elders looked up to her
and her companion and at the departing testimony meeting praised
the two sister missionaries so highly that I1 concluded a type of
womens liberation was quietly taking place at the MTC her companion
sister wagner didnt finish as many discussions as sister mullins she
was a different person she had auburn hair trimly styled sister
mullins had brown hair full blown dry sister wagner wore office
type skirts and blouses sister mullins wore pleated dresses sister
wagnersmagnersWagners testimony was deepening sister mullins had always known
the church was true sister wagner was an inward person gaining
confidence sister mullins was an outward person who wished she felt
more peace inside 1 I ve always been competitive sister mullins
told me and now im fighting it

we looked at verse 7 what does moroni think of the
lamanitesLamanites

they hunted the nephitesNephites down elder housley said who
had been watching sister mullins and wanted to give a right answer

yes but how does he feel about that what do you hunt
down hes disgusted the lamanitesLamanites hunted my people the
nephitesNep hites down from city to city anufromandfromundand tromfrom place to place they
hounded them from one hiding place to the next hunting and
tracking them down like animals

elder housley looked over at me and back at his scriptures his
legs pulled up under his desk now

and notice verse 8 what does moroni think of the war
it was over the whole face of the land elder thorton said

between the lamanitesLamanites too and nobody knew when it would end
its a mess but he does say its the hand of the lord the lord

allows it
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elder housley read the next five verses
9 and now behold I1 say no more concerning them for there

are none save it be the lamanitesLamanites and robbers breath that do exist
upon the face of the land

10 and there are none that do know the true godsavegofgod favesave it be
the disciples ofjesusof nerusjesus who did tarry breath in the land until the
wickedness of the people was so great that the lord would not suffer
them to remain with the people breath and whether they be upon
the face of the land no man knoweth

11 but behold my father and I1 have seen them breath
and they have ministered unto us

12 and chosowhoso receivethreceiveth this record and shall not condemn
it breath because of the imperfections which are in it the same shall
know of greater things than these breath behold I1 am moroni
and were it possible I11 would make all things known unto you

13 behold I1I1 make an end of speaking breath concerning
this people I11 am the son of mormon and my father was a descen-
dant of ietlettepnepalnephihi

again rigid flat the front row was watching elder housley
elder thortonthonon looked at me our eyes met he understood

look what happens in verse 13

its like he stops writing elder blood said
yes and rather abruptly either he has nothing else to say or

he has to leave in a hurry notice in verse 9 theres more about the
lamanitesLamanites what he thinks about them

he lumps them with the robbers someone in the babackck said
yes and he s saying they re not worth writing about the

whole thing s too depressing to write about but notice verses 10 11

and 12 theres something he likes to write about
the three nephitesNephites elder housley said
yes he says behold my father and I1 have seen them and

they have ministered unto us and you can see he likes writing that
that s a great thing to know about he says in the next verse hed
like to tell us more maybe thats why back in verse 6 he wrote
about christ s coming that was a great thing he wants to write
about something important we know that later he finds some
teachings of christ that his father didnt include and adds them
in the sacrament prayers the baptismal prayer but here in verse
13 he says he has to make an end of speaking

I1 closed my scriptures the scripture bundles in the room zipped
shut and I1 said we had to make an end too I1 asked if they had heard
moroni speaking to them heads here and there nodded yes



60 byustudiesBYU Studies

the study room was soon empty except for elder parcells and
me he wanted to check the interview schedule for the afternoon
three months later he wrote me from catania VJ lavoro qui sta
anmandoandando bene e la gente qui ha molto dispettorispettorispetto per la chiesa e vuole
ascoltareascoltare il missaggiomessaggiomes saggio che abbiamoabbiamo the work here is going well and
the people have a lot of respect for the church and want to listen to
the message we have come lei sa la chiesa cattolica e molto forte
qui ma la chiesa di gesu cristo sta crescendo velocementevelocemente come era
stato profetizzato dal presidente benson 18 anninaannlanni fa As you know
the catholic church is very strong here but the church ofjesusofjesus christ
is growing rapidly as was prophesied by president benson eighteen
years ago amo attaliaIltalia e questa e una buona esperienzaesperienza I1 love italy
and this is a good experience dica agli anziani di studialestudiarestudiare forte
pencapercheperchperohe e sifdifsiodifficileficile studialestudiarestudiare qui pencapercheperchpendae ccee tanto lavoro tell the elders
to study hard because it is difficult to study here because there is so
much work to do



mormonism inin a european catholic region
A contribution to the social psychology

ofofldsoflasLDS converts

wilfried decoo

the subject of this study is only a small part of a larger
ensemble the social psychology of latter day saint converts in a
non mormon environment in this vast field many complex aspects
can be studied such as the various backgrounds of future converts
the modalities of their conversions their integration process into the
local LDS unit their experiences relating to america and the church
in america and the dynamics of alliance with and alienation from
their non mormon surroundings I1 have limited myself here to one
specific contribution that is the socio ideoideologicallogical allegiance of
adult LDS converts from their non mormon upbringing until their
integration as members of the church seen against the historical
canvas of the flemish society in the interest of brevity I1 must
present this subject in three heavily thinned out parts first a sketch
of the historical background of the flemish socio political canvas
second an examination of the mormon convert on this canvas before
and after conversion and finally a tentative interpretation of the
socio ideological patterns

historical background
OF THE FLEMISH SOCIO POLITICAL CANVAS

for most outsiders the lingual and political situation of flanders
and its immediate surroundings is rather hazy A plethora of terms
has been used to identify the whole or parts of this small region
wedged between france and germany and the english channel
the low countries the netherlands holland belgium flanders

wilfried decoo is professor of didactics and applied linguistics and chairman of the department of
education at the university of antwerp belgium

this paper was presented at the sixteenth annual meeting of the mormon history association ricks
college rexburgredburgRexburg idaho 1 3 may 1981
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benelux and more but it is exactly this being inserted in between
the old european powers that explains the substituting hegemonies
that have reigned here the wavering boundaries the many influences
on a region where the high and mighty have spread their patrimony
and fought out their battles since that period when the latin and
germanic worlds met here in the time of christ

this region owes its peculiarity to the fact that it is dutch
speaking and catholic it did not match with the more protestant
north although it shared its language nor with the french speaking
south although it shared its religion but in 1830 the very year of
the restoration of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
flanders was joined to a french speaking region walloniaballoniaWallonia to form
the independent kingdom of belgium a tiny artificial country
meant to be a buffer state between its neighbors

in spite of attempts to have all belgians accept the national
motto unity makes power the religious social and lingual opposi-
tions were too intense in a famous letter written in 1913 to the
belgian king the walloon politician J destree started out

majesty there are no belgians and indeed though some faith-
fully and proudly call themselves belgians a three dimensional
opposition always and immediately divides all belgians into a number
of compartments the first dimension is religious catholic or non
catholic the second is social employer or employee the third is
lingual dutch speaking or french speaking this threefold opposi-
tion has left a dominant mark on one hundred and fifty years of
belgian history and is the basis of the formation of political parties
in the early days of belgian history catholic and liberal parties
represented the conflict between church and state the religious
dimension of the opposition at the end of the nineteenth century
the socialist party emerged to defend the interests of the proletariat
the social dimension of the opposition the opportunist catholic
party broadened itself quickly to a christian democrat party in order
to include also the believing workmen since the socialist party like
the liberal sailed an anticlerical course in the twentieth century a
few ethnic parties joined the political debate the lingual dimension
of the opposition flanders thus counts a couple of flemish parties
oriented to the right grown out of a catholic basis

these historical oppositions led to an extreme compartmentaliza-
tion of the population since all public sectors are divided into
political blocs the school system the medical world the press the
unions the social security system sometimes even sports and music
organizations know the cleavages into two or even three of the opposing
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dimensions from the day of his birth each belgian is registered in
one compartmentalized bloc or another however neutral and
independent some belgians may call themselves the school they send
their children to the newspaper they buy even the loan they contract
is in fact a choice in the compartmentalization even if most people
are not involved in conscious ideological debates they remain conditioned
by the structures created by these ideologies 1

in flanders the dutch speaking part of belgium which has a
population of six million people the 1978 elections in belgium
voting is obligatory gave the breakdown shown in figure 1

figure 1

flemish voting results 1978
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in this political spectrum the religious dimension catholic versus
non catholic essentially socialist plus liberal is the most obvious
because the catholic sector predominates in flanders controlling
67 percent of the school system and hospitals 64 percent of the
social security system and 68 percent of the press 2 this however
does not mean that two thirds of the flemish people are active and
believing catholics and the other third are not the catholic sector
is composed of structures which the catholic church has engendered
but which continue to exist under the heading of a political party
moreover many people who align themselves with socialist and
liberal structures maintain nominal ties to the catholic church

see the older but still valid analysis by val R lorwin belgium religion class and language in
national politics in robert A dahl ed political oppositions in westernWlestern democracies new haven
conn yale university press 1966 147 87

seeee mieke van haegendoreenhaegendorenHaegen doren and etienne dejonghe roergangers in de mirrmistmirt rocialesociale ongelijkheidenongelijkheid en
malaise van de besluievormingbesluitvorming in betsie antwerpantwerpamsterdamamsterdam StanclStandstancistanclaardstandaardstandaartaard wetenschappelijke uitgeverij
19771731977 173175 76
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going to church is an elastic notion the majority of the population
go into the catholic church for their baptism marriage and funeral
this means that regular churchgoers will for the most part choose the
service of the catholic sector but among the adherents to socialist
and liberal structures almost half still have fundamental catholic
habits without considering themselves catholic 3

this rather heterogeneous situation also leads to a precarious
game of overarching concepts the official cleavage speaks of catholic
versus non catholic for example for determining the ideological
balance in certacertainin institutions in some cases an individual must
clearly state whether he or she belongs to the one or the other spiritual
family but in everyday speech this opposition is often expressed
differently for example christian versus non christian believer
versus nonbeliever or freethinker to be christian or believing means
to be catholic and non catholics are expected to be non christian
and freethinking one can see immediately what kind of identification
problems this leads to for mormonscormonsMormons

some individuals tack about between catholicism and anti
catholicism or artificial neutrality but in general societal dynamism
makes it so each flemish citizen knows exactly how to identify himself
in his habits in his human relations in his organizational ties in
the usual terminology whether he is for or against involved or
purportedly aloof each fleming knows where he stands among all
these familiar symbols which for many decades have made up the
group loyalties of the population

and then amid this historically evolved constituted order of
things amid these crystallized patterns someone becomes a latter
day saint

THE MORMON CONVERT
AND THE FLEMISH SOCIO POLITICAL CANVAS

the underlying theme of this analysis is the importance of the
societal ties man needs to belong to a group an impulse many even
call genetic As a social being man possesses his personal identity
through his alliance with a reference group and he achieves his
personal balance by a constant but mostly unconscious comparison
between identity and belonging one of the aspects of this belonging
is the socio ideological tie in the sense of a leaning upon a spiritual
family for the LDS converts in flanders we will consider three

3vanavanan haegendorenhaegendoreenHaegen doren and dejonghe roergangers in de mist 167
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moments in their socio ideological belonging 1 at the time of
parental education 2 at the time of acquaintance with the LDS
church 3 at the time of their membership in the church

the data are based upon an investigation conducted in january
1981 through anonymous questionnaires sent to all active adult
members of five of the thirteen branches of the flemish mission the
answers received represent 27.8278278 percent of the total active adult LDS
population in the flemish mission making the sample representative 4

moment 1 socio ideological belonging
at the time of parental education

figure 2 shows in a simplified way the answers to the first question on
religious educational background

figure 2
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one hundred and forty questionnaires were sent to the members of five of the thirteen branches in the
belgium antwerp mission which covers the whole of flanders three of these branches had a longer church
history antwerp north antwerp south and ghent two branches had a shorter church history and are
representative of smaller cities one in the western part of the country kortrijkkonrijkkonrickKortKon riikrijk and one in the eastern part
hasselthasseltgenkgenk these members were all those mentioned in the jaaragendadardanaaragenda 1980 published by the

belgium antwerp mission which includes all active and serniactivesemiactivesemiactive members A few of these could have turned
inactive in the meantime but generally speaking the circularizedcircularizer persons were all active LDS the results
thus deal only with active members itit would be interesting to do a comparative investigation dealing with
inactive members response included 92 persons or 66 percent a high ratio for this kind of anonymous cor-
respondence investigation A calculation based upon the monthly activity report of the belgium antwerp
mission in the same period showed that the number of local adult members attending church averaged 33305303 0

the sample thus represents 27.8278278 percent of the total active LDS adult population
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an overwhelming majority were brought up in a religious manner
47.9479479 38 85.9859859 percent practically all catholic 5 almost half
received a strong religious education during childhood

moment 2 socio ideological belonging
at the time of acquaintance with the LDS church

this important period in the life of converts may indicate the
socio ideological backgrounds that foster receptivity to the restored
gospel through comparison of the representativeness of LDS convert
groups according to their compartments of origin in relation to the
total spectrum of compartmentalization in flanders the questions
concerned in the investigation dealt first of all with the eventual
evolution of religious practice an immediate comparison with the
situation in moment 1 is most revealing

figure 3
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the5theathe other affiliations 3.3333555 percepercentht represent in the investigation only a few individuals an anglican a
lutheran and a jew all of foreign origin
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the vast majority 71.4714714 percent of future converts were not practicing
any religion at the moment of acquaintance with the LDS church
except for the minority of 14.1141 percent who were already reared in
a nonreligious atmosphere and stay the same in moment 2 the
majority have experienced a strong alienation from the catholic
church before the first contact with LDS missionaries

figure 3 only confirms a negative process the alienation from
the external religious experience erroneously giving an impression
of predominant ideological apathy besides this purely negative
aspect of being loosened the positive aspect of the loosening forces
could be studied as reflecting a more or less ideological justification
for the loosening itself however this cannot easily be demarcated in
its deeper boundaries in our investigation we searched for indications
of this ideological justification in the socio political leanings of
these people before their acquaintance with the LDS church such
leanings can easily be measured through the affiliation in the com-
partmentalized medical insurance companies and unions and in the
political elections

membership in the medical insurance companies can be viewed
as the indicator of an intermediate form between childhood and
adulthood As a newborn baby one obtains a statutory registration
in the parental medical insurance company some individuals retain
that membership even if in later years their ideological choice
changes others consciously change from the parental medical insurance
company to another the results of the investigation show the follow-
ing spread in flanders there are four possible medical insurance
companies or sick funds

figure 4
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of the original 85.9859859 percent who were reared as catholics see figure 2
in later years only half are affiliated with the catholic medical insurance
company one third of the LDS converts are affiliated with the
socialist medical insurance company while one fifth prefer the
neutral course the liberal compartment gets very little attention

to what extent these affiliations represent an intermediate form
in an evolution is obvious from the membership in labor unions people
join these organizations voluntarily usually when they become
employees of the LDS converts studied 37 percent are members of
a union in moment2momentamoment 2 as well as in moment 53 without change spread
over the three major compartmentalized groups there is no neutral
unionunion

figure 5
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the consciousconscious and voluntary non catholic affiliation clearly becomes
much stronger here more than two thirds of union affiliated people
61861.8618 percent 5.9393.9593959 percent choose a non catholic course with
absolute preference for the socialist union since in belgian political
terms this course equates with nonpracticingpracticingnon in religion the results
correspond with the already mentioned tendency of nonpracticingpracticingnon
at the time of acquaintance with the LDS church see figure 3

moment 2
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the choice in the political elections adds a few more possibilities
to the ideological spectrum

figure 6
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the socialist involvement is the strongest with 30.6306306506 percent the
first three columns represent the anti catholic group and together
they hold 45.9459459 percent of the votes As mentioned the flemish group
grew out of a catholic basis with strong leanings to the nationalistic
right but it cannot be viewed any more as part of the catholic forces
which stand on their own with 24.7247247 percent of the votes

really revealing however is a comparison of these results with
the voting results for the whole flemish population as presented
earlier in the description of flanderssFlanderss political canvas

figure 7 flemish adult LDS converts
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in comparison with the whole population the future LDS converts
show a contrasting pattern a higher preference for the communist
socialist and flemish parties a lower preference for the liberal and
catholic parties

moment 3 socio ideological belonging
at the time of membership in the LDS church

one part of this investigation dealt with the political leanings of
converts after they joined the church as an indication of their
present feeling ofofsociosocio ideological belonging A first question asked
the members if they had changed their political choice since joining
the church 34.1341 percent answered that their choice had changed
65.9659659 percent that it had not we then carefully examined the degrees
of political stability according to each political party and made a
relative calculation of the changes in the political choices according to
each party these smaller shifts to and from each other would take
too much time to explain here and they are not significant in view of
the global results which we present immediately in comparison with
the voting tendencies before conversion

figure 8
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only the small liberal representation remainsremains constant A few minuscule
milieu parties classified as other gain a few votes the real move-
ment takes place in the communist socialist flemish and catholic
parties which all lose a number of voters when these join the LDS
church mainly these voters shift to a conscious political negation
through abstention this abstention becomes as strong as the still
largest political draw for flemish latter day saints the socialist party
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the conclusion is paradoxical if superficially compared with the
traditional mormon political image that is responsible concern for
politics and aversion to socialism and communism among the flemish
LDS converts the reverse tendencies nonconcern and socialist sym-
pathiespathies together make up more than half of the mormon electorate

TENTATIVE interpretation OF THE RESULTS

socialist sympathies

the british citizens of the victorian era who joined the church in
vast numbers almost all belonged to the working classes of some
urban communities one of the factors in their receptivity to the
gospel was their social disposition the great majority of these people
had become alienated or were in a process of alienation from the
constituted religious bodies according tojabez bunting this alienation
was partly due to radicalism infidelity and socialism 6 this
process of alienation away from the constituted religions and under
the impulse of anticlerical and socializing forces preceding the time of
acquaintance with the LDS church seems a rather important factor in
the life of many non american converts both in the nineteenth and
the twentieth centuries 7 however little appreciation has been
shown to the forces that initiated or fostered this valuable process in
terms of receptivity to the gospel

latter day saints believe inin the value even in the divine incentive
of certain preparatory forces and circumstances such as the discovery
of america the reformation and the framing of the constitution
but little mention of other elements is made it is of course not
surprising that in the church no appreciation is shown for the forces
underlying the abovementionedabove mentioned alienation process since for the
higher socio economic classes these forces are the tendencies to
agnostic liberalism and for the lower strata to the broad spectrum
of socialist movements ecclesiastical spokesmen have unanimously

jabezjabea bunting cited inin james B allenalienailen and malcom R thorp the mission of the twelve to england
1840 41 mormon apostles and the working classes BYU studies 15 summer 1975 514

7aithoughthough more research would be needed a few wellweliweil known LDSIDSdds converts can be cited louis bertrand
associateassociate of the utopian socialist cabet and editor of the daily le populairePopu laire see wilfnedwilfriewilfredwilfriad decoo the image of
mormonism inin french literature panpartpar I1 byustudiesBYU studierstudies 14 winter 1974 168 frederik ferdinand samuelsen
social democrat parliamentarian inin denmark see personal correspondence with richard jensen 20 february 1981

arthur henry king if itit had not been for marx I1 should not yet be inin this church if at all cited inin F lamond
tullis ed mormonism A faithforalleurthfaith for allatlatt cultures provo brigham young university press 197811978 356 seiji
katanumaKatanuma before joining the church I1 was myself a marxistcitedMarxist cited inin tullis mormonism 357



72 BbyustudiesBYUYU studies

spoken out against these forces which have been easily labeled as the
satanic philosophies of freethinkers atheists and communists

however in the last ten years a few rare voices in the church
especially F lamond tullis have called attention to the complexity
and the deeply human sources of some of these forces especially in
latin america and in countries behind the iron curtain 8 A newly
emerging consciousness tries to avoid precipitate identifications and
global condemnations to permit a look first at the human reality
behind these identifications humans as children of god and candidates
for eternal life maybe more interested in the gospel because of the
forces that alienated them from the constituted religions and that
made them sensitive to human needs in terms of social justice

from a statistical point of view we cannot deny that these forces
can have a positive influence on receptivity to the gospel in flanders
the people with socialist backgrounds are not only more numerous in
the church than in the whole population but in a comparison of the
average time a convert needs to become baptized after the initial
contact we discovered that a practicing catholic needs an average of
8.58585 months whereas someone already estranged from this experience
reaches the baptismal goal in an average of 454.545 months 9

it becomes difficult therefore to ignore the meaning of socialism
or similar ideological trends in an international mormon perspective
but the question of meaning must first pass through the question of
terminology which we will not attempt to untangle here socialism has
different political connotations in western europe or latin america than
in the united states it does credit to our inspired church authorities that
they realize these differences and take them into account 10

IFF lamond tullis politics and society anglo american mormonscormons in a revolutionary land BYU
studies 13 winter 1973 126 34 F lamond tullis mormonism and revolution in latin america BYU
studies 16 winter 1976 235 49 F lamond tullis the church moves outside the united states some
observations from latin america dialogue 13 spring 1980 63 73 see also robert R king on the situation
in the soviet union and eastern europe the communist governments have set in motion social and
economic changes that are beginning to weaken this link between religion and nationality and by en-
couragingcou raging social political and economic change the communist parties in eastern europe are preparing the
field for the harvest robert R king religion and communism in the soviet union and eastern europe
BYU studies 15 spring 1975 346 47 robert SSJjordanordan also recognizes proselyting opportunities created
by political change however he identifies the underlying forces by the ambiguous term secularization and
views this as only partpan of communistnoncommunistnon authoritarian political systems robert S jordan with parley W
newmannewmanjrjr the political challenges mormonscormonsMormons governments and politics in tullistun mormonism 298

we should recognize however that for these averages the variances were rather high
1oforfor example various directives for absolute neutrality in countries with leftist tendencies various public

relation offensives through BYU performance groups in communist countries the decision not to publish in
the non english church magazines an anticommunist general conference talk by president ezra taft benson
october 1979 realist accommodation between the church and communist regimes see ray C

hillam utopian and realistic thought in international relations some scriptural prospectives dialogue
13 winter 1980 106 see also bill heaton mormonism and maoismmagism the church and peoples china
dialogue 13 spring 1980 40 50
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A small digression on the same theme for a long time we have
lived with the intrusive and simplistic representation of ideological
confrontation between two blocs capitalism and communism or the
bloc dichotomy as a determinant for the freedom or the prohibition to
spread the gospel but this bloc dichotomy concept pays no regard to
the complex variegations of communist and socialist movements in
countries other than the soviet union or to the freedom including that
of religion these forces may represent versus other ideological factors

the simple bloc dichotomy would have us believe that the west
european democracies because they belong to the noncommunist
world are not obstructing preaching the gospel in his study on

the international system and the missionary church I1 feel martin
B hickman incorrectly makes this generalization 11 we need in
these areas a more differentiated approach one of the most negative
factors in limiting the spread of the gospel has been and sometimes
still is the status of catholicism and the bonds between the catholic
church and the local power structures in certain countries the
loosening of these bonds during the rise of socialist or communist
forces provides greater freedom of movement and exchange 12 the
point is that these forces are anticlerical not necessarily antireligious

in view of the flemish statistics of the historical example of
england and of many similar situations outside the united states
one could even see socialism in its positive connotations as a seal
breaker of deceiving structures and doctrines and as an amplifier of
receptivity to the gospel to paraphrase L dwight israelsen in his
statement on america as host society for the restoration one might
dare to state that socialism is the host ideology for mormonism in
many other places 13

nonconcernNoncon oemcem for politics

the second item for interpretation is the phenomenon of deliberate
abstention from politics which abstention grows spectacularly from
8.28282 percent to 26.5265265 percent when people become members of the
church this in spite of the recommendation of church authorities
that members be politically responsible and take a conscious part in
political choices 14 the phenomenon can clearly be imputed to the
perturbations which becoming a mormon causes for the individual in

hmartinbHmarmartintinBB hickman the international system and the missionary church in americanheritageamerican heritage A
sysyllabus11abus for social science 100 provo brigham young university publications 1976 607

12seesee alsojalsoc michael cleverly the church and la politica italiano dialogue 13 spring 1980 105 7

131L dwight israelsenIsraehenekenchen mormonscormonsMormons the constitution and the host economy in american heziHeiihereheritagetafetagerafe A 56 76

tor example letter of the first presidency 29 june 1979
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the presence of the prescriptive and customary compartmentalization
conversion brings into being a new ideological consciousness that
makes it difficult to fit into the existing compartments this is
obvious from the commentaries many members add to the investigation
sheets to justify their political or nonpolitical choice

some mormonscormons justify an affiliation toward a certain socio
political group by attaching themselves to a single characteristic of the
group thus a few declare that they vote for the catholic party
because it fights abortion others because it carries the emblem

christian on its flag several mention that they choose the
socialist party because it shows the greatest concern for man as a
human being still another comments that he votes for a national
flemish party because it is the only neutral party in the religious
controversy one liberal voter states that the people in the liberal
party are the best educated and another that this party guarantees
the most freedom

the feeling of affiliation can also be negatively selective A few
latter day saints remark that they reject the catholic party because of
its outspoken intolerance toward mormonscormonsMormons 15 one person indicates
his aversion to the national flemish movement because it is fanatical
and racist among the large number of abstentionists the comments
are related all parties are imimpostorsposters corruption is rampant parties
make the country ungovernable such statements are sometimes
seasoned with chiliastic hope mormonscormons can vote only for jehovah
and the kingdom of god will do away with all that political poison

all in all this diversity is more a chaotic search for identity but
one of the problems that makes some of these individual positions so
categorical in their uncertainty is a faltering and contradictory assessment
of the place of the mormon community in relation to the prevailing
ideologies the historical perspective helps us to understand the
problem which is the evolution in the identification of the ideologies
surrounding the church members who joined twenty years ago have
known the outspoken antiantl catholicism typified by the first edition of
mormon doctrine in which the catholic church was referred to as the
church of the devil members who join now receive a more diplomatic
explanation of the church of the devil and they hear the proud
news releases of positive contacts with other churches 16 in a similar
perspective the altering image of america once the society of the

15thisthis charge is related to a 1979 case when two Flerfierflemishlushrush LDSIDSins schoolteachersschookeachersschoolteacheryschoolschookteacherseachers working in catholic schools
were dismissed because of their religious convictions

16forfor an analysis of a comparable evolution in the RIDSRLDS church see howardjhowardJ booth shifts in restoration
thought Dialodialoguegmesmeyme 13 fall 1980 79 92
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promised land of golden dreams now stained with vietnam
watergate el salvador CIA raises a malaise over the classical
confusion between mormonism and capitalism or between zion and the
united states 17 even more critical in the same sphere is the rupture
that socialist mormonscormons can painfully experience between 1 themselves
as inveterate opponents of a complacent bourgeoisie sympathizers
with the underdog and 2 the affluent middle class the cult of success
which american latter day saints project in church publications and
filmsflims 18 finally regarding the positive or negative identification of
socialist tendencies recent voices and events point out that here also
after the traditional and global LDS condemnations of socialism and
communism a turn of the tide may come into view on a still misty
horizon

the consequence of all these apparent hitches and contradictions
is that a large group wearily chooses political noninvolvementinvolvementnon and
that among the others no one can feel fully at home in one of the
traditional compartments this leads to a breach position with society
a phenomenon which the interpretation of certain scriptures and
statements encourages objectively seen this breach position has a
positive side contributing to the unity of the local LDS community
for many neutrality toward and even repugnance to the political
arena is an insurance of brotherhood in the gospel in the same vein
those who still have a political preference never talk about it by tacit
agreement the subject is taboo this is the sphere which hugh nibley
so aptly describes as beyond politics 19

but this triggers a last consideration one of the greatest concerns
for the spreading of the gospel is the participation of local members
in active missionary work the facts reveal that in spite of all the
encouragements and challenges the initiative to do missionary work
is not easily taken by most members in flanders nor elsewhere in
similar socio psychological situations many factors play their role in
this but one is probably the breach position with the surrounding
society many members unconsciously experience the initiative to
introduce the gospel as a betrayal of the conventional and time honored
symbols and boundaries of the fixed compartmentalization but
more than this they unconsciously hesitate to become responsible for

170non this theme see gustav H blanke gods base of operations mormon variations on the
american sense of missionofmission byustudiesBYU Studies 20 fall 1979 839283 92 garth njonesbjonesNJones expanding LDS church
abroad old realities compounded dialogue 13 spring 1980 8 22 john L sorenson mormon
world view and american culture dialogue 8 summer 1973 17 29

isseesee alsojalsoc K davies the mormon church its middle class propensities review of ofreligiousreligious
research 4 1962 84 95

19hughhugh nibley beyond politics byustadiesBYU studies 15 autumn 1974 3 28
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implicating another person in what they themselves often still
experience as a traumatic quest for identity this explains why on
the other hand most members find no difficulty whatsoever in
actively and enthusiastically helping in missionary work once the first
contact has been made by someone else

the solution to this problem of taking the initiative probably
does not lie in still more admonitions and challenges to the members
since this mainly increases the malaise of fear and guilt but in a
broader forum of balanced information on the church in the world
in the fostering of a confident relation between members and the
daily aspects of life and in the building of bridges to the existing
compartments in such and other ways members could be helped to
experience mormonism less as a new compartment on the canvas an
essentially differentiating function and more as a suprasegmental
force functionally separated from the compartments but needfully
present in each of them through the churchschurche individual latter day
saints and through its universal message of salvation
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the martyrdom of joseph smith
and his brother hyrum

by dan jones

introduction by ronald D dennis

while operating his steamboat the maid ofkwaof lowaiowa up and down
the mississippi river during 1842 captain dan jones first heard of
the mormonscormons through the accusations of editor thomas sharp and
others incredulous that the mormonscormons could be guilty of all the evil
attributed to them jones eventually sought some missionaries of this
new religion in order to gain firsthand information concerning their
beliefs and practices after several late night conversations he
perceived that he was almost a full fledged mormon already the
prospect of converting to mormonism however left him apprehensive
as he contemplated the erosion of his popularity and the lucrative
livelihood he had from his steamboat

unable however to refute the precepts of mormonism jones
became an adept and was baptized in the icy waters of the mississippi
on 19 january 1843 he had not yet met the prophet joseph smith
but had the opportunity about three months later when he transported
a group of english converts to nauvoo in april

dan jones was totally captivated by the charismatic joseph from
their first meeting and remained faithful to their friendship through
the martyrdom and to his own death in 1862 in provo utah

dan jones accompanied joseph and hyrum to carthage and was
with them in the jail during their last night in mortality on that
occasion the prophet uttered his final prophecy he declared that
jones would live through the events in carthage and return to his
native wales and fulfill the mission to which he had been called
earlier

ronald D dennis is an associate professor of portuguese at brigham young university
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three times during the next thirty six hours danjonesvanjonesdan jones had narrow
escapes from death just hours before the mob fired into the jail cell
jones was given a letter to take to orville H browning in quincy the
letter was a request for brownings services in representing joseph and
hyrum at their trial but it was interpreted by mob members as an
appeal to the nauvoo legion to come to the rescue taking advantage
of the mob s momentary indecision jones mounted his horse and
rode off in a hail of bullets he inadvertently took the wrong road on
his way to nauvoo where he was to take the night boat to quincy
and thus avoided a group intent on killing him the next day after
going to quincy and learning of the martyrdom jones hid on a
steamboat owned by a friend suspecting that jones was there some
of the mob who had a gallows prepared for him came on board to
seize him hiding under a mattress jones avoided death for a third
time

dan jones fulfilled joseph smith s prophecy within just a few
months after the martyrdom by returning to his native wales and serving
a four year mission among his compatriots he broke through the
barriers of opposition by use of the printing press and produced
numerous pamphlets a monthly periodical and a 288 page scriptural
commentary in support ofofmormonismmormonism when he arrived in wales in
early 1845 there were about two hundred fifty welsh converts and
when he left wales in february of 1849 there were nearly four thousand
welshmenwelshmerWelshmen who called themselves mormonscormonsMormons much of this astounding
growth can be attributed to the welsh publications whichjoneswhich jones wrote
and which his non mormon brother john jones printed on his press
at rhyd y bont carmarthenshire

among the publications was a small book of 104 pages entitled
history of the latter day saints from their establishment in the year
1823 until the time that three hundred thousand of them were exiled
from america because of their religion in the year 1846 A mosaic
whose component partspans originated from several different sources the
history was advertised as being just off the press in july 1847 over
thirty percent of the book was written by jones and was based on his
personal experience after converting to mormonism four years earlier
part of joness original portion is his account of the martyrdom
one of the first published accounts by one who was with joseph and
hyrum smith at carthage because dan jones s welsh report of
the martyrdom has remained untranslated until now it has been
unavailable to the majority of those interested in church history

two renditions of dan jones s report of the martyrdom are
presented here the first selection is the translation from welsh of
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the martyrdom of joseph smith and his brother hyrum the
second report was written byjonesbygonesby jones nine years after his welsh rendition
it is a letter to thomas bullock in 1855 and contains a few more
details than the earlier account

dan jones
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the martyrdom of joseph smith
and his brother hyrum

the following account watwaswasppublishedpublishedublished inin welsh inin july 1847 by capt dan jones as chapter twenty one ochisofhisof alshisbis

hanes saint y dyddiau diweddaf 0 u sefydliad yn y flwyddyn 1823 hydayd yr amser yr alltudiwyd tritrltn chan mil 0
honynt or america oherwydd eu crefydd yn y flwyddyn 1846 illiliTiihistorystory of the latter day saints from their
establishment inin the year 1823 until the timetime that three hundred thousand of them were exiled from
america because of their religion inin the year 1846 73 83

there was some clan of hypocritical rascals in nauvoo who were
accused of thefts making bad money and the like but proofs of their
guilt could not be found for a time which caused joseph smith to
make known that he would give a 500 reward to anyone who could
bring sufficient proofs against them to enable him to put an end to
their misdeeds some of them were nominal members of the church
and sufficient witnesses were obtained to excommunicate eight or
ten of those supposed to be guilty joseph smiths diligence and
determination caused the city to be cleansed completely from such
rascals and also caused their curses to be poured out upon him they
would frequently attack him cruelly and threaten his life so that he
had to keep a watch around his house at night in april 1844 some of
these avengers gathered at joseph smiths house and I1 heard them
reproving and maligningmaligning him cruelly and unreasonably with severe
threats admitting that it was only out of his opposition to them
and because he had excommunicated them in spite of everything
he did not return their threats rather he reasoned kindly with them
exhorting them to leave their wicked ways

A few days later an accusation was brought against one of their
party named A spencer by his natural brother that he was guilty of
cruelty to his aged mother and his helpless family his party defended
him against the civil officials from coming to a hearing until they
were overcome and he was brought to the courthouse joseph smith
was there and one of the party by the name of foster rushed toward
him with a loaded revolver and when he was within a foot from his
breast and about to shoot J smith saved his life by grabbing the
revolver and taking it from him there were others who threatened to
shoot him these men were so jealous of him at that time that they
threw rocks at him in the crowd in spite of it all he did not seek
revenge rather the guilty party was fined for his accused transgressions
and some of his party were allowed to bear the expense

after that the malice of this party increased more and more and
soon they bought a press and put it into operation in nauvoo under a
public admission that their aim was revenge on joseph smith and the
other inhabitants who were prey for their jealousy they knew by
then from experience how great the influence of the press was to



martyrdom of ofjosephjoseph andhyrumand Hyrumhy rum smith 83

stimulate persecution against the saints and this was the way they
expected to succeed in stirring up the people from far away to riot and
to take their vengeance on nauvoo they published a newspaper by
the name of the nauvoo expositor which was owned and edited by
this group only and it contained the most disgraceful stories and
the most shameful and injurious slanders they could imagine not
only about joseph smith but also about some of the best known
inhabitants and merchants of the city men and women A verdict
was brought against them and a large fine of compensation was
assessed against them by the law of the land but it did not do any
good for they had anticipated that by giving their property to someone
else so that they could not be apprehended

at last the city court took the matter under advisement and after
a detailed and thorough examination of the laws of the land to see
what they could do with the press it was first understood by lawyers
of other places that the printing license which the state had granted
gave the city council which contained twelve honorable gentlemen
of the city hardly any of them saints to determine what constituted
a nuisance and how such should be dealt with As a consequence the
mayor of the city gave an order to the chief of police who took about
forty policemen and they took the press from the building to the
street and broke it to pieces that night it happened that some of
the party were going away through the country and they took this
opportunity to say that joseph smith was against freedom of the
press something considered a great wrong in that country they
also said that their office and everything was burned by the mormonscormonsMormons
urging everyone to join with them for revenge they were caught in
their deceit that night some of their party were left there for the
purpose of trying to set fire to the building themselves to magnify the
offense but their deception came to light when the police discovered
the fire in time and put it out before it succeeded in burning the
office and the others taking for granted the success of their partners
prophesied it for a fact then this wicked party left the city and set
about to excite the country some who knew no better and many of
them who did not wish to know

A warrant was obtained from one smith a justice of carthage
against joseph smith and his brother and against the entire city
council summoning them before him to defend themselves in the
face of the accusation of destroying the press in the meantime
joseph smith was informed that a trap was being set to get him to
carthage and that he would not leave there alive and that through
such a warrant they could take him there and that the summons of
the other persons was falsified just to get him there and the informant
said that that justice who had signed the warrant was to sit in judgment
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and that he was one of the main instigators of the trap with the
owners of the press after this man had testified to this under oath
his testimony was written down and joseph smith sent it by messenger
to the governor of the state who lived in springfield over three hundred
miles from nauvoo asking for his protection and a fair trial

soon after this the county sheriff from carthage came with the
warrant I1 was standing by joseph smiths side when he came he
demanded that he go without delay to carthage joseph smith read
in the warrant about the freedom which was granted to all men ie
I1 to appear before the magistrate who had issued it or the one closest
by but this freedom was denied to joseph smith then J smith
informed the sheriff that he was willing to go with him to some other
magistrate no said he with an atrocious oath you must come
to carthage without delay and you cannot go to any other place
this proved the reality of the trap andjosephand joseph smith refused to go to
carthage as the laws of self defense instructed him and any other
man to refrain from going to the slaughter until it was necessary at
that the sheriff summoned him and the others before judge wells
where after an inquiry they were proven innocent

the sheriff returned and said that joseph smith had refused to
obey the law of the land which was a nice useful excuse for them to
send messengers through the country in the name of the sheriff to
force the number they wanted to gather as a posse comitatus
to assist him in carrying out his function and bring joseph smith to
carthage and great was the excitement they caused throughout the
country the avengers of the saints boasted that they were invested
with civil authority and used every trick together with forging the
name of the captains of the militia and even the name of the governor
of the state

also that man sharp whom we have mentioned before published
summonses calling the entire militia to gather at carthage or warsaw
to mobilize againstjoeagainst joe smith etc within a few days he boasted that
they had 7000 armed men ready for the attack on nauvoo yes he
set the day and the hour together with the manner of the attack and
many threats which were shameful to the country such as they would
kill everyone in nauvoo and they would burn the city if they did not
get joseph smith etc these threats caused the nauvoo militia to
gather together to defend the city and again messengers were sent to
the governor of the state to report the state of affairs and to request
his instructions as to how to proceed but the messengers of the
rioters had gone first and had already influenced the governor to
believe their false portrayals and instead of examining both sides he
visited carthage the main gathering place of the opposition and
there he found several thousand who had assembled and were feasting
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on the cattle the sheep and the pigs which they had stolen from the
saints and getting drunk on the liquor which their leaders had
prepared to get them ready to shed innocent blood

governor ford listened to their accusations together with their
threats for they did not hesitate to threaten him to his face that he
would have the same fate if he stood in the way of their determination
to get joe smith and on 2222 june 1844 he sent the same sheriff
with the same warrant accompanied by a strong escort to nauvoo to
fetch those who were accused it was nighttime when they arrived
and they received a big welcome from joseph smith and food for
themselves and their horses he promised to return with them the
next morning if they would wait fearing that he would be killed on
the way by the mobbersrobbersmobbers but they would not wait and returned saying
that he had refused to come and that they had barely escaped with
their lives from the city

at the same time joseph smith sent word to inform the governor
of the truth but the latter had believed the mobbersrobbers more and more
by then and the messengers were thrown in jail in carthage as spies
others went but the same thing happened others went on sunday
june 223rd3rdard and they assured the governor that joseph smith and the
others would come there monday morning if he would swear that
they would get a trial before being killed which he very fairly promised
monday morning according to his promise J smith and his brother
and about twenty of us including the city council went toward
carthage

and even though J smith could have saved himself from their
clutches in many ways yes even though hundreds gathered around
him begging him with tears on their cheeks out of fondness for him
not to go to the slaughter for almost everyone including himself
believed that he would not come back alive he went and I1 shall
never forget that scene when he stood in the middle and looking
around him then at the city and its inhabitants who were so dear to
him he said if I1 do not go there the result will be the destruction
of this city and its inhabitants and I1 cannot think ofmy dear brothers
and sisters and their children suffering the scenes of missouri again in
nauvoo no it is better for your brother joseph to die for his
brothers and sisters for I1 am willing to die for them my work is
finished the lord has heard my prayers and has promised that we
shall have rest from such crueltiescruelties before long and so do not prevent
me with your tears from going to bliss and after embracing his
little children who were clinging to his clothes and after bidding a
tender farewell to his wife whom he loved greatly also in tears and
after giving the last comfort to his aged saintly mother he addressed
the entire crowd with great effect exhorting them to be faithful in
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the way and with the religion which he had taught them and in
that way he could greet them before long out of reach of mobs and
every oppression and he was sealing his testimony to that with his
blood and if he had a thousand lives it would be worth them all

after this wondrous and heartrending scene which tongue cannot
tell nor can pen record we left his house on horses but totally
disarmed except for a few of us who had pistols in our pockets when
we were on higher ground where the temple was and a host was
following to catch the last glimpse of him he stood and looked back
on the city for a moment in great solemnity and then he said oh
city once the most blessed but now the most pitiful in sadness this
is the kindest and most godly people and most beloved by heaven of
all the world oh if only they knew what awaits them but he
restrained himself and after looking over it again we proceeded on
toward carthage

on the way we met some of the messengers who had gone there
saturday night and some who had been released from prison that
morning they described the rioters in an unruly and bloodthirsty
state when within four miles of carthage we met a large company
of armed men alongside us totally unexpectedly and when they saw
us they formed to attack at that joseph smith halted his horse in
the middle of the road and he addressed us cheerfully and fearlessly
exhorting us dear brethren you cannot come with me any further
retreat for your lives and let them pour out all their vengeance upon
my head I1 shall suffer it for I1 am going like a lamb to the slaughter
with a conscience void ofofoffenseoffense toward god and men

and at this he was surrounded by the soldiers as we understood
them to be with their swords bared and the captain ordered him to
surrender then his soldiers as if they had won the battle ofwaterloo
shouted three cheers for their victory J smith addressed them briefly
and succinctly and he showed to them that he had never been an
enemy to them nor had he ever disobeyed any of the laws and as
proof of their wrong idea about him he was now on his way voluntarily
unobliged into the midst of them who thirsted after his blood and
he said 1 I would ask one favor from you if you are americans do not
deny me ifyou have any humanity in you and honor or human feelings
do not deny this my last request this big favor is that you defend my
life so that I1 shall have a fair trial before the court of my country I1 do
not fear the consequence be it even the most horrible death as much
as I1 fear dying with a blemish on my character or for the world to
disgrace the religion which I1 profess will you promise this he
asked publicly

their captain answered immediately ie dunn he and his army
had come from macdonough county and were totally ignorant
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before this ofofjosephjoseph smith if this is thejoethedoethe joe smith whose evils we
have heard so much about I1 am completely disappointed we have
heard all lies boys and I1 know that this is a good man no matter who
he is and I1 said he with a great oath am determined to defend him
until he has a fair trial though it should cost me my own life and
his whole army agreed to the same thing through three cheers for
joe smith even louder than before after this dunn showed a letter
from governor ford ordering the people of nauvoo to give up all
their arms to him and though it was a cruel and foolish request yet
the saints obeyed and gave up quietly the only defense which they
had for their lives in answer to the request of the governor who at the
request of the rioters had facilitated their murderous intentions it is

strange that the governor would do this without disarming the attackers
if he was not of the same heart and mind as they

we turned back to nauvoo all the arms and cannons were
gathered together and in the afternoon we set off again toward
carthage where we arrived alive by midnight even though the
mobbersrobbers had tried to kill joseph smith in spite of the soldiers we
took lodging at the hamilton hotel and the next morning we met with
governor ford he promised protection and justice to the prisoners
at the wish of the armies captain demingdoming went withwithjwithaJ and H smith
before them for there were hardly any of them who had ever seen
them before nor did they know anything about them except for the
stories of the rioters because they considered that too much respect
for the prisoners it caused a great tumult amidst the army of the
carthage grays their leader was captain smith ie the judge who
had issued the warrant and he along with his army were the chief
rioters at last through being threatened with imprisonment by the
rest of the armies the carthage grays calmed down

in the afternoon an inquiry was held in the hamilton hotel for
it was too dangerous for the prisoners to appear in the courthouse
because of the rage of the rioters they chose to post bail for their
appearance in the quarter session rather than go to the inquiry bail
was posted and the city council was allowed to return home but the
bloodthirsty traitors had prepared another jail forforjfarjJ and H smith
by putting two of their number by the names ofofhjofhH 0 norton and
A spencer because of the latter there was the aforementioned
tumult at the courthouse to swear a warrant against them for treason
against the state at this the sheriff wished to transfer them to prison
immediately without an inquiry or anything but the tumult along
the streets was such that they refused to go without an escort to defend
them

and after dark the carthage grays came to the hotel and defended
them as far as the jail in the midst of threats oaths and swearing the
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prisoners asked some of us to follow them to the jail in order to have
our company they said but we knew before then that it was so that
we could be proven witnesses of their words their comportment and
their character to death we would follow them and I1 am grateful
for having such an honor woe unto us except we surely make the
proper use of it

we were all locked together in a dungeon which was about ten
feet square and there we spent the first night of our imprisonment in
pleasant conversation about the secret of godliness and such
happiness possessed them when they foretold that both of them were
about to finish their race and go to their joy I1 had never seen them
so cheerful and so heavenly minded nor had I1 ever before thought
that carthage jail was the gate of paradise

the next morning we were all moved to an upstairs room of the
jailers house to which the stairs led from the front door this upper
room had a very poor door without a lock or even a latch that would
shut it also had three large windows through which whoever wanted
could shoot to every corner of the room through one or the other of
them we understood that the excitement among the mobs was
because they had thrown the men into jail without any kind of inquiry
even though the judge had committed perjury by signing on their
mittimus that there would be and so they could not get out of jail
whenever they wanted without the permission of the jailer the latter
on seeing that they were eager to kill the prisoners and that many
were hiding in the hummocks with their rifles ready to shoot as soon
as they came out of the door denied them permission

again and again the sheriff came to request them under the
guise of going to the courthouse for trial and the jailer refused to let
them out unless one or two of the leaders of the mob could be
obtained to walk arm in arm with the prisoners for he considered
that a stronger escort than the carthage grays and the lot and like
this they went about half a mile to the courthouse amidst such shouts
and threats of the drunks and curses of some who thirsted after their
blood until we imagined that it was not unlike that cruel scene
on calvary and we heard words quite similar to those which were
tauntingly said there such as now oldjoeoldoid joe some said in his face
if you are a prophet how did you come to the jail like this another
answered oh ififjoejoe were a prophet he would soon call for a legion
of angels and we would all be killed and he would escape yes
some foolish observations like these filled his ears along the way to the
courthouse where their professed enemy was again sitting in judgment
on them and his hostile partners were witnesses and lawyers against
them only by earnest pleading by the prisoners lawyers ie
mr reid from fort madison and mr woods from burlington was a
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postponement of the trial for the next day obtained so that the
witnesses who lived twenty miles away could be brought there at last
this was granted and the prisoners were taken back to the jail

the magistrate refrained from signing the subpoenas to examine
the witnesses for the defense although he knew that no one else there
could do that until he thought that it was too late the jail was watched
by eight or ten of captain dunns escort and these were the least
prejudiced of any and due to the efforts of the prisoners and the rest
of us in preaching to them they believed our testimony to the point
of confessing that the accusations made by the mobbersrobbers were lies for
the purpose of getting revenge ononjconjJ smith not infrequently they
were heard persuading this one and that one to return to their homes
and not to join with the mobs to persecute any further after that
other guards came to whom we would preach the same way occasionally
some of them would be so vengeful they would not allowjosephallow joseph smith
to speak while at the same time they would listen to the others

about twelve 0 clock that night we lay down in the following way to
sleep hyrum smith and dr willard richards in the bed joseph smith
on one side of me and john taylor on the other colonel markham
and another brother next to him were lying on the mattresses on the
floor and that is all there were of us we expected nothing less than
an attack on us nearly every hour in spite of that the only defense
that we could make was to put a chair against the door in such a way
that it would fall if the door were opened I1 had not fallen into a
deep sleep when I1 heard the sound of heavy footsteps of an army
coming toward us I1 got up and spied through the window where by
the light of the stars I1 saw soldiery already at the door I1 observed
what they said but they were whispering so secretively that I1 could
understand hardly anything but this how many shall go in
when I1 heard that I1 awoke my brethren but there was no need to
tell them why for the sound of the feet rushing up to our door
signified that it was time to beware we stood by the door to attack
the first to open it and we clearly heard them breathing on the other
side there was tomblike silence for a minute or two awaiting a
shower of bullets perhaps in our midst and then J smith asked
bravely and loudly who was there and what did they want he
invited them in as we were ready to receivereceive them and it made no
difference to him whether he died at that time or at daylight etc at
that they stole down quietly and from then to daylight they consulted
near our windows what they would do at times they decided to rush
in on us but before reaching the door perhaps the other party would
hold them back and thus they continued until the assassin s terror
the morning light scattered all of them except for about eight of the
carthage grays who stayed there as guards
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in the morning I1 went at the request ofofjofaJ smith to the lower
door to inquire what was the purpose of the confusion in the night
and who was responsible I1 directed my questions to the sergeant of
the guards who answered me with horrible curses saying that the
prisoners would never come out alive that I1 would see before night
that he was a better prophet than joe smith and that I1 was not a bit
better than he nor was anyone else who supported him at this I1
reminded the gentleman who and what he was that governor ford
under the oath of the state had promised protection to the prisoners
and had put their lives in his hands and that I1 would inform the
governor of his threats all of which infuriated him greatly I1 went to
the hamilton hotel and revealed the whole thing before governor ford
I1 reminded him of his promise to defend the prisoners and requested
that he put some others to guard them in place of the carthage
grays who were thirsting after their blood but all was in vain he
suggested that there was no danger at all after that I1 went into the
midst of the large crowd ofofmobbersmobbersrobbers and heard their publicly proclaimed
decision to make a sham discharge until governor ford left after
which they would return they were determined to kill joe smith
even if they had to tear down the jail

after hearing such a verdict being sealed on the innocent with
three cheers from the crowd I1 returned and related everything to
governor ford but yet he did not consider it worth his attention 1I
went hurriedly to inform the prisoners these things but the guard
did not let me back in the prisoners earnestly beseechedbeseechesbeseeched them to let
me in saying that the governor had granted permission for that
which he had promised when he visited the jail the day before but

all was in vain for the third time I1 returned to the governor describing
their danger and requested a pass from him to reenterre enter he refused
this also even though I1 followed after him until he was on his horse to
start with the escort toward nauvoo but he did order captain demingdoming
to give me a pass for willard richards as a scribe to the prisoners and
to no one else

the governor went away at about eleven 0 clock leaving eight of
the carthage grays to guard the jail and about sixty others in the
town to guard the area with them and after that their purposes
became clear the people would come back to the town in hosts booingbloing
and threatening and not only threatening but preparing for the
bloody slaughter I1 was the only mormon in their midst and great
were their threats toward me they gathered around me in crowds
and they would frequently throw a rock at me because I1 dared to
defend the prisoners and dared them to allow them to have a trial
next day by the law of their country according to the right of every
man and I1 reproached them that the prisoners had surrendered to



marrmartmartyrdomYadomrdom of ofjosephjoseph andhyrumand Hyrum smith 91

them on promise of that and they were now in their possession and
if they could prove them guilty I1 would agree with their verdict with
all my heart etc

while I1 was pleading like this one of their chief leaders admitted
they could not be proven guilty and the law of the land could not reach
them but powder and balls will at that one of the guards came
to inform me thatjoethat joe smith was asking for me even though the guards
did not allow me to go into the jail nor farjforj smith to come out yet they
permitted willard richards to come to whom I1 informed everything
which I1 understood of the designs of the mobs to kill them before
nightfall he told me that I1 was in more danger outside and he placed
a letter in my hand with the request ofofjosephjoseph smith that I1 take it to
quincy about sixty miles away and return as soon as I1 could

news of the letter went throughout the mob like the wings of the
breeze and some claimed that it was orders for the nauvoo legion to
come there to save the prisoners and others claimed some other
things when I1 was requesting my horse to be readied some swore
that I1 would not go from there alive if I1 did not give the letter to
them but they could not agree about this which was just as well for
me for I1 was determined to die rather than release it from my hand
then they divided into two or three groups one group wanted to
chase me from there immediately letter and all another group
threatened that I1 would not reach nauvoo alive and at that I1 saw
several of them with rifles in their hands run across the fields to the
nearby woods through which the road to nauvoo passed although I1

understood their purpose yet I1 did not see how I1 could be delivered
but some way would come I1 doubted not a bit

while they were quarrellingquarrelling amongst themselves my horse was
readied nearby and I1 saw my chance and it was no time after I1

reached the saddle before the horse and I1 were out of their sight in
the midst of a cloud of dust with bullets whistling through the air
everywhere except where they were aiming before I1 had time to think
about the road before me with which I1 was almost totally unacquainted
I1 found myself in the prairie galloping toward warsaw instead of on
the road to nauvoo I1 understood my mistake after having a look at
the countryside around me and I1 crossed the prairies to the right
road after that I1 understood that by the horses mistake my life had
been saved from those who were watching for me in the woods and
also on the other side I1 understood that I1 had been between two fires
for if I1 had gone a mile further without turning from the warsaw
road I1 would have no doubt been killed by about three hundred of
the most cruel of all the mobocrats who were coming along the road
to carthage and who killed the prisoners no more than two hours
after that
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but I1 proceeded forth passing governor ford and his escort and
I1 reached nauvoo before the setting of the sun there I1 waited for a
steamboat to go toward quincy while I1 was waiting at nauvoo the
governor arrived and I1 heard his address to a large crowd of people
its contents were not directed to or worthy of anyone except the
rioters he told with relish the baseless tales of the mobs as if he
believed them to be true and then he said within hearing of the
wives children and dear friends of those godly men who were being
assassinated at that very moment and he threatened aloud A
severe atonement must be made the officials of the governor were
heard urging him to hasten from there assuring him that the deed
that is the assassination was sure of having been accomplished by

then and that is the reason he and his soldiers hurried from nauvoo
as soon as they could instead of staying until the next day as he had
promised to do it is unlikely that there was so much sadness in any
city in the world as there was reigning over nauvoo at that time any
messenger who might come was awaited eagerly and yet dreaded lest
they hear that which they feared so much but no messenger at all
returned that night from carthage

about midnight a steamboat came down the river and I1 went on
board toward quincy forty miles from there and before daylight the
boat called at warsaw on its way and great was the tumult which was
there it was announced with great delight to the passengers on the
boat that joe smith and his brother hyrum had been killed at
carthage jail oh how sweet was this news to their chops that
old sharp again had already published an extra with great haste
accusing the mormonscormons of having gone to carthage to save the prisoners
and that the guards in carrying out their duty had shotshotjshotaJ and H smith
lest they escape when in fact I1 was the last mormon to have been in
carthage and had been driven out as if at bayonet point yes when
in fact it was that very man sharp who was leading those who killed
the prisoners boasting that he had put one bullet through old
joe and when his fingers were still dripping with innocent blood
he proclaimed to the world that it was the saints who had done it
and invited all from everywhere to gather to defend warsaw that
the mormonscormons had already burned carthage to ashes and killed its
inhabitants governor ford and all and that they expected them to
burn warsaw at any minute yes he published this in his paper and
sent messengers to the other counties to call the militia to defend
them when in fact he knew that he was in no danger whatsoever from
the saints

and when I1 was there I1 heard his party admit and praise the
cunningness of sharp s trick to get people there and that their objective
was to attack the city of nauvoo and kill or expel the dmdd m d



martyrdom ofofjosephjoseph andhyrumand Hyrum smith 93

mormonscormonsMormons this false story about the massacre ofofjofaJ and H smith
flew across the world and we do not think that the truth has even yet
been determined an example is that of all the publications of that
man sharp and his party against the saints I1 was so impulsive as to
contradict them on the bank from what I1 knew and had the boat not
been alongside to jump onto they would have killed me for what I1

said after reaching quincy 1I saw that the messengers of sharp had
arrived and had stirred up the entire city to the point that they were
expecting the mormonscormons to come there and kill them too and the
militia was hurriedly preparing to go to save warsaw as they supposed

when I1 got the opportunity with the people together I1 opposed
those lying messengers to their faces and then the people saw that
they were not in danger and that not one of the mormonscormons had even
lifted his hand against any one of them and had no such intention
then everyone returned to his business and I1 went with the other
steamboat toward nauvoo where I1 arrived by eight 0 clock the next
morning

oh the sorrowful scene to be seen in nauvoo that day there
has never been nor will there ever be anything like it everyone sad
along the streets all the shops closed and every business forgotten
onward I1 quickened my pace until I1 reached the house of the late
joseph smith I1 pushed my way through the sorrowful crowd until I1

reached the room where his body and that of his brother had been
placed for they had been brought from carthage the previous day
there they lay in their coffins side by side majestic men as they
suffered side by side from prison to prison for years and they labored
together shoulder to shoulder to build the kingdom ofoflmmanuelimmanuel
eternal love bound them steadfastly to each other and to their god
until death and now my eyes beheld the blood of the two godly
martyrs mingling in one pool in the middle of the floor their elderly
mother godly and sorrowful on her knees in the midst of the blood
between the two a hand on each one ofotherher sons who lay in gore her
heart nearly broken by the excruciating agony and the indescribable
grief at the head of the deceased sat the dear wife of each one and
around their father stood four of joseph s little children and six of
hyrum s children crying out intermittently my dear father

and my dear father too another would say with no reply except
the echo from the walls oh my father and from the hearts
of the mothers my husband killed and the grey haired mother
groaning pitifully 1 I oh my sons my sons

each in his turn the thousands made their way forward sad and
desirous of having the last look at their dear brethren whose solemn
counsels and heavenly teachings had been music in their ears lighting
their paths and bringing joy to their hearts on numerous occasions
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on the streets around it was almost the stillness of the grave which
reigned but all the noble as well as the humble with crystal tears
streaming down their cheeks even the sun and the elements had
stilled as if in surprise and all nature looked at the unended madness
of man toward some of the best on the earth in any age or part of it I1

shall ever remember my feelings at the time now I1 saw the two
wisest and most virtuous men on the earth without any doubt whom
I1 had seen just awhile before preaching tenderly from between the
iron bars of their jail the gospel of peace to those who wanted to kill
them the two who stood like two reeds in the midst of the storm as
witnesses ofjesusofjesus despite the jealous fury of the press of the pulpits
and of the mobs of the age and just like the reeds they straightened
up their heads after every breeze and scorned worldly profit and
fame steadfast they clung to their objective until they had finished
their work and like their elder brother and their leader before them
they did not love their lives unto death nor did they refuse to face
knowingly the slaughter rather they leaped onto the bloody altar
which they saw waiting for them in carthage so they could have a
better resurrection but what pen can describe that scene and the
feelings of thousands of mourners the only comfort that kept them
from sinking under the oppression and the loss was knowing that a
day of swift reckoning would come also before long and that he who
has the correct scales in his hand perceives the whole and will but
I1 restrain myself it is easier for the reader to imagine this scene than
it is for me to portray it and its results

the two were buried secretly by one another s side for there was
a reward of several thousand dollars already offered by their enemies
for their heads but to return to carthage with the story from where I1

escaped at about three 0 clock on the afternoon of the 27th the
portrayal which follows will show clearly the attack on the jail and the
situation of the place it was written by one of the four who were
there at the time that is dr willard richards
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the martyrdom of joseph and hyrum smith

the following account isis taken from a letter written by danDavdundavjoneshonesjones to thomas bullock 20 20januaryjanuary 1855 the
original spelling andpunctuationand punctuation ofodraerhethe letter written inin english have been retained the letter isis being
used courtesy odtheof the LDSIDS church historical department

june 12 1844 while joseph smith was standing by the side of his
brother hyrum along with several other friends on the portico of
the mansion house nauvoo awaiting the remains of my little son
3123 vz years of age who had died there to be brought out to be buried
and when he was about stepping into a carriage he was accosted by
the sheriff of hancock county with a writ to appear before a magistrate
smith in carthage charged with destroying the press of the nauvoo
expositor he expostulated in vain for the privilege of paying the last
debt of honor to the remains of the sacred dead A few days previously
depositions were taken by mr smith of men from carthage who
deposed that a band of men residing at carthage had col leagued with
some of the owners of the above press to decoy him to carthage with
the intention of assassinating him those affidavits were sent to
gov ford with a request for protection which failing to arrive in
time of need advantage was taken of the writ where it allows to
appear before the issuer or any other magistrate in the county by
demanding a trial before justice D H wells where he was honourablyhonourably
acquitted in a few days however another sheriff was sent with another
warrant for the same offence demanding him to go to carthage but
the duty of self preservation with the entreaties of many friends
delayed his going and expresses were sent to the governor who upon
hearing of the assemblage of several thousand of the mob at carthage
repaired there and was prevailed upon by the mob as he himself
subsequently admitted in public to send a possee committattus to
bring mr smith to carthage who arriving at his house saturday
evening were respectfully received and entertained at mr smith s

own table with the best that the place afforded as was also their
horses fed having heard that he would be waylaid and shot in the
dark if he went out that night mr smith requested the possee to stay
with him untill morning but they returned to the mob and excited
them by fabulous tales of hairs breadth escapes &cac

sunday 23 another posseepossedossee demanded him and tendered
governor fords honour as pledge for his safety but mr smith
sent to inform him that he would come out next day and remained
with his bro hyrum and others in council the assembled thousands
at the grove alike was the fair city of nauvoo on that solemn day
enwrappedwrappedunwrappeden in sable robes of despair all felt as if their much loved
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prophet was already beyond the vail nor could the hideinghidding folds of
nights dark cloak cheer their throbbing hearts with a beam of hope
but the pensive morrows sun saw a city bathed in tears and after a
night as sleepless to the devoted saints below as it was to those
sleepless on high recording their prayers and sealing up the vials

monday 24th eventfulleventfullyEventfull day found hundreds gathered before
the mansion house early in the morning in their midst with head
erect towering above the rest the prophet stood gazing alternately on
the devoted city and its much loved citizens in suspense he listened
to the entreaties of the throng not to give himself up or he would be
murdered a few tho enough brave hearted men proposed to escort
him where he would find the protection denied him by the christians
among the red pagans of the west others up north would have
him go while a fearless tar inured to other climes whose heart was a
malstrom of fury proffered him a safe passage on a steam boat then
ready by to whither he would a smile of approbation lit up the
seers countenance his lovely boys hanging on to his skirts urged
on the suite and cryedaryed father 0 fathfatherer dont go to carthage they
will kill you a volley of arguments more powerfullpowerfullypowerfull yet from the
streaming eyes ofotherher he loved best and whose embrace was hard to
sever nor least impressive were the pleadings of his doting mother
whose grey ringlets honouredhonoured a head weatherbeatenweather beaten by the persecutions
of near twice ten years my son my son can you leave me without
promising to return some forty times before have I1 seen you from
me dragged but never before without saying you would return what
say you now my son he stood erect like a beacon among roaring
breakers his gigantic mind grasping still higher the fire flashed in
his eye with hand uplifted on high he spoke my friends nay dearer
still my brethren I1 love you I1 love the city ofofnauvoonauvoo too well to save
my life at your expense if I1 go not to them they will come and act
out the horrid missouri scenes in nauvoo I1 may prevent it I1 fear
not death my work is well nigh done keep the faith and I1 will die for
nauvoo so said the prophet as he mounted his steed and together
with his brother hyrum and some 30 or 40 more who chose to follow
they ascended the hill when near the sacred spot the temple he
paused he looked with admiration first on that then on the city ere
it receded from view in the flats below and remarked this is the
loveliest place and the best people under the heavens little do they
know the trials that await them while on the prairie we met some
messengers previously sent to carthage who had but just been
liberated from prison when within 4 miles of carthage we met a
company of horsemen commanded by captain dunn when they
hove in sight mr smith halted his major steed in the midst of
the road and said brethren you have come far enough do not further
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expose your lives stand aloof let all their vengeance be wreakedwrecked
upon my head I1 am going like a lamb to the slaughter with a conscience
void of offence at this time mr wood his counsell rode in front
of the company to know their intentions and soon returned with an
order from the governor for all the state arms which were at nauvoo
when signal of acceptance was given they advanced and mr smith
adressedaddressed them after endorsing the order declaring his innocense of the
charges preferred against him and demanded of them as an american
citizen to defend his life untill he should have an investigation to
which capt dunn reply d that he would protect him at the risk of his
own life then turning to his men asked what say you boys will
you stand by me to see mr smith have justice the response was by
three cheers and we all returned to nauvoo got all the arms and in
the evening the company returned and arrived at carthage late at
night failing to get a horse I1 remained in the city

25th documents of importance for the trial being in mrs smiths
possession by request I1 took them out to carthage and arrived during
the trial of mr smith and the city council and in time to give in
my evidence which was admitted to be not the least important in
their favour there I1 heard wilson law in endeavoring to get a
warrant against mr smith for treason declare that in preaching from
daniel 11II 44 mr smith had said that the kingdom referred to
therein was already set up and that he mr smith was the king over
it wonder if daniel himself was not most treasonable for predicting
it the defendants having given bail to appear at the quarter sessions
were released and returned to nauvoo but before mr smith could
leave I1 went down stairs in hamiltons hotel where I1 overheard the
leaders of the mob say that they did not expect to prove anything
against him but that they had eighteen accusations against him and
that as one failed they would try another to detain him there one of
them by the name of jackson replydreplod when I1 told them to desist
from their cruel persecutions that they had worked too hard to get old
joe to carthage to let him get out of it alive and pointing to his
pistols said the balls are in there that will decide his case I1

repaired upstairs and informed mr smith what threats I1 had heard
when he informed me they are going to take me to prison without a
guard you will not leave me will you to which I1 reply d that I1 had
come to die with him the rather he took me aside into the front
room and asked have you anything with you one little bulldog I1

reply d and this switch pointing to a black hickory club in my hand
the which parryedparried the rifles of the assassins in prison by mr taylor
let me have the first said he which was no sooner said than safely
deposited where I1 wished a dozen more to be now the rush of heavy
treads up the stairs drew our attention and the stentorian voice of
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an officer demanding the prisoners when dr willard richards met him
in the door which was actually too narrow for any but himself to pass
mr reid their counsell also mr taylor hyrum smith judge phelps
col markam and all remonstrated against such an unnecessary
exposition of the defendants lives untill they desistedresisteddes isted it was then
that justice smith made out a mittimus and the carthage grays
escorted them to prison being dark mr smith asked me to get
inside somehow and col markam on one side with a hickory club
while I1 was on the other outside the guard I1 parry d off the guns and
bayonets of the drunken rabble who tried to break the ranks to stab
them the prison doors being open before a light was produced I1
rushed between the guard and the door and forced my way into the
farthest cells unhindered followed by the defendants and the above
named except judge phelps who remained 1 I think at hamiltons
mr reid also but some few other bretheren were with us with whom
I1 was not personally acquainted untill then but it will be a long time
ere I1 forget
the first night in carthage cells with the prophet and the patriarch

amusing conversation on various interesting topics engaged us
till late after prayer which made carthage prison into the gate of
heaven for awhile we lay promiscuously on the floor the last words
spoken were by the prophet for the most intelligent dream
tonight bretheren and the first words spoken next morning were by
him also enquiring for the same none save one were told which
was listened to by all as follows portrayed before my mind was
gov ford and troops on their way across the prairie to nauvoo the
prisoners had plead in vain to return with him although promised
by him to go with a letter of importance I1 saw myself driven from
carthage galloping through the masses of medley soldiers half indians
and semi barbarians I1 hurried across the prairie had gone down on a
boat from nauvoo towards quincy but while landed at warsaw
awoke in the midst of powder smoke death and carnage the
prophet reply d it was ominous of future events nor did he believe
the governor would ever take him to nauvoo alive

after breakfast we were removed to an upstairs room the entrance
to which was up a flight of stairs from the front prison door which
was guarded by soldiers by alternate four hours the door was of
pine common batton without bolts lock or even a latch that would
shut on the south side were two large windows and one on the east
a tier of cells lead from the northnorm while the entrance was at the N west
corner its furniture consisted of a bedstead chair or two and some
mattresses

during the forenoon we were visited byjudgeby judge phelps J P green
J S fullmore and C H wheelock the last I1 think brought a
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revolver in his boot and left it with the prisoners when he retired
most of my forenoonsforenoons work consisted in hewing with my penknife a
wharpedsharped door to get it on the latch and in preparing to fortify against
a night attack in which col markam was also industrious the prophet
appeared extremely anxious by his injunctions to the messengers who
left for nauvoo amongst whom were dr bernhisel I1 think to send
out testimonies to exonerate his brother hyrum A portion of us were
alternately preaching to the guards at which the prophet patriarch
and all took turns and several were relieved before their time was out
because they admitted they were proselytedproselyter to the belief of the innocency
of the prisoners which rendered them incompetent of guarding
frequently they admitted they had been imposed upon by the tales
of the mobs and more than once was it heard let us go home boys
for I1 will not fight against these men hyrum showed an ardent
devotion to the prophet every way encourageingencourage ing him to believe that
the lord for his church s sake would release him to their service
while joseph reply d could my brother hyrum be but liberated it
would not matter so much about me poor rigdon I1 am glad he has
gone to pittsburgh out of the way were he to preside in less than five
years he would lead the church to destruction he entertained us
much by the recital of two dreams the which he had received not long
before one in which he saw himself pitched into a dry well by wm and
wilson law who had previously tied his hands behind him while
struggling to get up and near the top he discovered wilson tackled by
a ferocious wild beast in an adjoining wood crying for his help while
nearer to him still was william with outstretched tongue blue in the
face and the green poison forced out of his mouth by the coiling of a
huge serpent around his body relaxing its embrace occasionally and
thereby enabling him to cry aloud oh brotherjosephbrothebrother rjosephjoseph come and save
me or I1 die to which he reply d as he had done to a similiar request
from his brother wilson 1 I cannot for you have tied my hands
behind me ere long however his guide finding him there released
and comforted the prophet while the others met the just retribution
of their demerit

another time he had seen himself on a lee shore in a heavy storm
saving a ship from wrecking by wadeingwadding through the foaming surf
and leading her out to the open sea again the reckless marineromarinersmariners on
board rushed into dangerous breakers in despite of his commands
from on shore to them to beat off to sea again he stemmed the raging
seas now and anon overwhelmed in the foam with a mighty effort
he sprang to the surface the raging elements hushed at his command
and as on a sea of glass he marched with the patriarch by his side
untill in the offing he recognized his brother samuel light as a fairy
skipping 0 er the main but the sequel forgotten by me may be
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remembered by others the interpretation he gave I1 believe was the
stranding of the great ship uncle sam owing to rejecting a safe
pilot their walking on the tranquil ocean donated their triumphs
beyond the vail samuels sudden exit after his bretheren solves the
only mystery which the prophet did not unravel but sure it is that he
gave frequent intimations that he would soon gain his liberty and
soar on high beyond the rage of mobs and angry strife

governor ford and the prisoners counsell visited them and at
the close of a lengthy appeal from the prophet in which he denied
the charges preferred against him and plead for the protection of
his life from mob violence untill he could prove himself so which
appeared to make but little impression upon his excellency beyond
a verbal promise that he should have justice and that his friends
present aggreably to his request should visit him his excellency
promised to take them with him to nauvoo which promise he afterwards
recalled through fear of the mobs dr richards was busily engaged
writing as dictated by the prophet elder taylor amused him by
singing &cac

about the middle of the afternoon the sheriff came to take the
prisoners to the courthouse to be tried followed by drunken mobs
armed and threatening an altercation ensued between him and the
prison keeper because as was proved by the mittimus to the latter
that the prisoners having been placed with him for safe keeping
were not under the jurisdiction of the former whereupon the former
rushed upstairs and threatened to enforce obedience had not the latter
ordered him off his premises untill he produced authority to enter
the bretheren named remonstrated with the parties to await the decision
of the counsel who were not present but sent for in the meantime
mr smith seeing the mob gathering and assuming a threatening
aspect concluded it best to go with them then and putting on his
hat followed by all of us walked boldly into their midst politely
locked arms with the worst mobocrat he could see whereas hyrum
paternedpasternedpaterned after him by clenching the next worse one followed by
elders richards and taylor escorted by a guard but the mobocrats
side was the best protection from the levelledbevelledlevel led rifles of the surrounding
bush hidersciders col markam on one side myself on the other with our
41 switches parry d off the crowding rabble and after ascending
to the court house much exertion was made by the mob to proceed
forthwith with the trial without letting the defendants have their
witnesses and as soon as they were overruled and the trial postponed
until next day the onlyjusticeonly justice in the place the smith before spoken
of who could grant subpeonas for witnesses absconded untill a late
hour as if purposely to prevent the appearing of the defendants
witnesses and in keeping with the conviction expressed by them the
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previous day that the law cannot touch him but that powder and
ball will in the evening they were again escorted to the prison
amidst the whooping hallooinghallowinghallooing and denunciations of enfuriatedenfariatedinfuriated
thousands while some tauntingly upbraidedupbraiderupbraided him for not calling a
legion of angels to release him and to destroy his enemies inasmuch
as he pretended to have a miraculous power others asked him to
prophesy when and what manner of death awaited him professing
themselves to know all about it in fact one was forcibly reminded of
the taunting and jeering of the jews to our holy and meek redeemer
so similar did their words and actions prove their spirits to be

during the evening the patriarch read and commented upon
copious extracts from the book of mormon the imprisonments and
deliverance of the servants of god for the gospels sake joseph bore a
powerful testimony to the guards of the divine authenticity of the
book of mormon the restoration of the gospel the administration
of angels and that the kingdom of god was again upon the earth
for the sake of which he was at that time incarcerated in that prison
and not because he had violated any law of god or of man

late we retired to rest joseph and hyrum on the only bedstead
while 4 or 5 lay side by side on mattresses on the floor dr richards
sitting up writing untill his last candle left him in the dark the report
of a gun fired close by caused joseph whose head was by a window
to arise leave the bed and lay himself by my side in close embrace
soon after dr richards retired to the bed and while I1 thought all but
myself and heaven asleep joseph asked in a whisper if I1 was afraid to
die has that time come think you engaged in such a cause I1 do
not think that death would have many terrors I1 replied you
will see wales and fulfill the mission appointed you ere you die he
said I1 believed his word and relied upon it through trying scenes
which followed all the conversation evinced a presentiment of an
approaching crisis at midnight I1 was awoke by heavy treads as of
soldiery close by and I1 heard a whispering who and how many shall
go in under our window upon arising I1 saw a large number of men
in front of the prison and gave the alarm as they rushed up stairs to our
room door we had taken the precaution to fortify ourselves by placing
a chair the only defence against the door which one of the bretheren
seized for a weapon and we stood by the door awaiting their entrance
hearing us they hesitated when the prophet with a prophets voice
called out come on ye assassins we are ready for you and would as
willingly die now as at daylight hearing this they retired again
and consulted advanced and retreated alternately evidently failing
to agree untill the assassins terror the morning light chased the
murderers with their kindred fiends and the darkness to the abodes
where the reveller in crime was the hero of the day
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early in the morning of the 227th7thath june eventfulleventfullyeventfull day A day ever
to be remembered the prophet requested me to descend and interrogate
the guard as to the cause of the intrusion upon us in the night in
doing which I1 was replied by the sergeant whose name was worrell I1

think of the carthage grays in a very bitter spirit that we have
had too much trouble to bring old joe here to let him ever escape out
alive and unless you want to die with him you better leave before
sundown and you are not a d n bit better than him for taking his
part I1 endeavored to cool him down and to recall those threats
which so ill became those who were entrusted with the lives of men
but he insisted the more you 11ll see that I1 can prophesy better than
old joe that neither he nor his brother nor anyone who will remain
with them will see the sun set today with such threats did the
sergeant in presence of his men declaim against the prisoners and
one of them levelledbevelledlevel led and cocked his rifle at me swearing with an
awfullawgull imprecation how he would love to bore a hole through old
joe joseph and hyrum were all this time listening unobservedly at
the head of the stairs to all that was said and on my return desired
me to go and inform governor ford of all that I1 had heard

while going to his excellency s quarters I1 saw an assemblage of
people and met col markham who was out of the gaol before me I1

listened to what they had to say and beheld one of the mobocrats
addressing the crowd saying that they would make a sham discharge
in obedience to orders but that the gov and macdonough troops
would leave for nauvoo in the forenoon then we will return to
town boys and tear that prison down and have those two mens lives
before sundown which declaration was not uttered in a whisper nor
in a corner but at the top of his voice which echoed in the walls of
the town hall and public square and which was responded to by the
loud three cheers of the crowd as eagerly as crease has worn away the
words another barrel of whiskey was called into their midst to the
eternal disgrace of the name of sectarianism be it remarked accompanied
by whether col markamMarkamarkamjmJJ P green ororjjorjJ S fullmore or who I1 do
not remember I1 went to his excellency s appartmentappartment in hamilton s

hotel where I1 found several officers with him in conversation in
their presence I1 informed him of the threats made against the lives of
the prisoners offering to produce further proof if necessary to which
he at length reply d you are unnecessarily alarmed for your friends
safety sir the people are not that cruel irritated by such a remark I1

urged the necessity of placing better men than professed assassins to
guard them that they were american citizens surrendered to his
I1 pledged honour that they were also master masons and as such I1

demanded the protection of their lives when this appeal failed to
reach his adamantine heart whose face appeared to be pale with
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fright or horror I1 remarked that I1 had then but one request to make
if he left their lives in the hands of those men to be sacrificed

what is that sir he asked in a hurried tone it is that the
almighty will preserve my life to a proper time and place to testify
that you have been timely warned of their danger all this produced
no other visible effect than to turn him round and stroll to the other
end of the room I1 returned to the prison and sought to enter but
would not be let in by the guard I1 again returned to the hotel when
his excellency was standing in front of the mac donough troops in
line ready to escort him to nauvoo the disbanded mob retiring to
their rear at the time shouted loud in his hearing that they were going
only a short distance out of town and would return and hang oldjoeoldoid joe
and hyrum as soon as the governor would be gone out of the way I1
begged to call his attention there and then to their own threats which
he could hardly fail to hear as well as myself creased and worn line
for myself and friends to be in prison according to his promise to the
prisoners when he declined giving any but told col demming to
give me one to take to dr richards the secretary by obtaining which
I1 was near being massacred and was told by chauncey higbee on the
street that they were determined to kill joe and hyrum and that I1
had better go away to save myself I1 was then alone in the midst of
the turbulent mob with whom I1 contended for the innocency of the
prisoners and for their right of trial untill enraged they attempted
to seize me but I1 eluded their grasp meeting mr A W babbit in
the street I1 informed him that mr smith wished to see him whither
he went with me he was admitted as counsel I1 tried to get in
by means of dr richards pass inmyilmyin my hand but in vain joseph
hyrum all endeavoured to get me in but failed I1 however informed
dr richards who was allowed to come outside of the threats of the
mobs who reply d that they deemed my life in imminent danger in
the midst of the mob I1 was handed a letter from mr smith with a
request to take it to mr browning of quincy forthwith the guard
aware of the letter informed the mob that joe had sent orders to
raise the nauvoo legion to rescue him drew the mob around me
and they demanded the letter which I1 utterly refused to give up to
them when some would take it by force others objected the mob
disagreed among themselves while some said I1 should not leave the
place alive others swore that I1 should not stay longer there at this the
former party said if I1 left then I1 should not reach nauvoo alive and
about a dozen started off with rifle in hand to waylay me where the
road runs through the woods having previously ordered my horse
which was already in the street I1 took advantage of their disagreement
and no sooner in the saddle than both spurs were to work and a race-
horse and rider were enveloped in a cloud of dust with balls whistling
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nor saw the second scene untill beyond the point of timber stretching
into the prairie half a mile to my right I1 discovered the road to
nauvoo and the gov and escort about 4 miles off having dined
there proving that I1 was on the carthage road my horse having like
myself lost the waylaid road leading through the woods and thereby
escaped those awaiting me there I1 turned across the plain to the
other road and passed the governor whereas as was ascertained
afterwards had I1 advanced half a mile farther on the carthage road I1

should have come upon a gang of about 300 painted assassins who
were then beyond a prairie ridge on that road waiting the disappearing
of his excellency in order to march upon the prison and execute the
horrid threats thus I1 was providentially led as if between two fires
unharmed while tediously traversing the sea of grass which separated
nauvoo from carthage tho under all the pressure my crafft could
carry my dream in the prison came fresh to view and this for the
fulfillment of it the letter actually in my possesionpossessionpossesion the troops in
full view myself going to quincy filled my soul with ominous
forebodings of the sequel so that having left the troops far behind
arriving in the edge of the city I1 entreated of the crowds who had
assembled to meet his excellency to haste to carthage and save the
prophets life the only alternative but wiser ones perhapperhapsperhab had
otherwise decreed and I1 with thousands more had the mortification
of seeing formally greeted within the mourning city of joseph
the pilate that should have changed places and doom had the
untold disgrace I1 say of listening to a man stuck up in front of the
prophet s house and harrangueing an innocent and inoffensive people
with the insinuations applicable only to his own party anything
less than the superhuman endurance of those saints would have been
tantalized to retaliate when in presence of the wives children and friends
of his victims he declared that a great crime had been done by placing
the city under martial law which was done only so far as self preser-
vation from the mobs was demanding and a sever atonement must
be made so prepare your minds for the emeremergencygenc I1 I1 so awful
a threat proceeding from the lips of the highest functionary of a
state while the victims had surrendered themselves as pledges of his
I1 honour drew from bursting hearts of many bystanders a half stifled
shriek of horror as it echoed in the walls of the prophet s house
and drew louder shrieks from his wife and mother who later sank into
her chair crying my sons 0 my sons lives are means to make the
atonement even the obdurate spirit of the speaker felt the shock
and appeared to quiver from the effects of his own denunciations
from which he could not recoil but I1 forbear to advert to that
memorable oration after which he and his escort were entertained
at the mansion house and while sitting at the prophet s table
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the hands of the assassins were dripping with his blood and his
excellency might have said A severe atonement has been made
as doubtless the prophet and patriarch were weltering in their own
atoneingatoneing blood while their doom was being proclaimed to their
families and friends

late that night I1 boarded a steamer bound to st louis and landed
at warsaw after midnight seeing a great excitement on the landing I1
stepped among them when I1 heard a mobocrat stating that joe and
hyrum were both shot while trying to escape from prison he said
that they had sent messengers to quincy and the lower counties
to raise the militia to defend warsaw against an attack from the
mormonscormonsMormons but that their real object was when they got them there
to take the beauty and booty ofofnauvoonauvoo one in order to stimulate
the others said 1 I know where a chest full of gold is hid in old joes
cellar the general feeling manifested there was of rejoicing at
the crime committed and of exulting in the horrid act of shedding
innocent blood which reminded me of the sequel of my dream
altho I1 hoped against hope that they boasted of their desires rather
than of overt acts then I1 got hold of a warsaw signal extra a slit
of paper a little larger than my hand was just issued containing
nothing but the news of the massacre commencing by putting the
letter J for joe upside down it stated that the mormonscormons attacktedattackted
the prison that the guards were compelled to shoot the prisoners in
defense of their own lives and to prevent their escape that three of
the citizens ofofhancockhancock were shot by joe the mormonscormons have killed
governor ford and suite burned carthage and we look for them
to attack warsaw every hour will not the inhabitants of the surrounding
country rush to our defence before we our wives and children will be
massacreedmassacreed in order to dupe the public to believe this tissue
of falsehood without even a shadow of truth in one statement of
it to my positive knowledge they had sent a number of women
and children in their night clothes on a previous down steamer to
quincy merely to raise their sympathy in their favour even when the
mob acknowledged the whole as got up purposely to create alarm
and even boasted of tom sharps long headed shrewdness in the
scheme and exulted in the prospect of heralding forth that first
impression on the public mind so as to justify the horrid deed and
singular as it may appear to a sane mind that the above account of the
tragedy took the lead through all newspapers through the states
east west north & the canadas south & texas and then through
europe it went thence around the world and even to this day
we find clergy priests and editors who either know no better or
knowing willfully reiterate these glaring falsehoods to the ends of the
earth
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while on this passage down to quincy 60 miles distant I1 met a
steamer crowded with soldiers and other passengers being the militia
first sent for by the mob to warsaw the boats neared and stopped
and to the disgrace of civilization when the captain of our boat reply d
to the enquiry for the news from above nothing only old joe and
hyrum are killed it was responded to by hearty cheers and swinging
of hats by all that boatfullBoatfull of what As our passengers and crew had
hats off to return the salute I1 shouted at the top of my voice although
inadvertently shame gentlemen shame on such cruelty
will you by cheering approbate the blackest crime recognized by the
law of even barbarous nations will you as civilized men tolerate the
cold blooded murder of american citizens and that while laying in
prison untried while the honour of the state was pledged to protect
them gentlemen desist or whose lives will be safe if republicanism
is swallowed up by such a blood thirsty spirit as that all this was
spoken in much less time than writtingbrittingwritting and with other power than
mine which carried shame to their faces and paralizedparalyzed the arms that
still clenched the hats tho drooping by their sides and sent them
sneaking out of sight on our arrival we saw the carthage families in
a crowd on the banks of the mississippi as monuments of the sincerity
of the blood stained crew whoschos actions were admissablemissableadmissiblead of the
inefficiency of their testimonies to sustain their foul cause quincy
was all in an uproar a crowd of militia waiting for a steamer to take
them to the scene of supposed action the warsaw mobs emissaries
inflaming the populace and distributing that infernal budget of
tom sharp the extra already noticed A meeting of the citizens
was convened in the city hall to which I1 repaired and after listening
to the death almost to the exciting lies of the mob emmissariesemmissaries of
warsaw I1 jumped up and demanded a hearing that I1 could prove
all the statements made to be known falsehoods purposely to excite
false alarm a fuss followed down with him order order hear
the stranger the hear carried and on I1 spun my tale as if with a
voice of fearless little thunder characteristic of truth alone I1 denied
that the mormonscormons had attacktedattackted the prison that I1 was the last mormon
but one from carthage yesterday evening left all the mormonscormons
peacablyplacably at nauvoo about midnight that gov ford nor any of his suit
were neither killed nor wounded when they left nauvoo early in the
morning that it was palpably false about carthage being burnt that
the mormonscormons had no intention of attacking warsaw and that neither
militia nor any other need not trouble themselves about warsaw or go
there unless they wished to attack nauvoo that that was the only
object the mob had had in calling them there and I1 also told them
what I1 had heard at warsaw carried a strong influence and the
chair decided no cause of alarm all go about your business soon
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after this a steamer came up the river having a company of militia on
board again my antagonist mounted the wheelhouse and preached
his infuriating sermon who before he could put in the amen found
another alongside of him tearing his bwcibw by piece meals as he
had done in the court house to his irremediable chagrin and
swayed a similar proselyting influence so that instead of embarking
more militia on board those already there landed and remained there
my noble friends the mobocrats just alluded to forseeingforeseeingforseeing the end of
their campaigne in that field concluded to leave on that boat for
warsaw threatening veangeance on my head having accomplished
my mission thereto I1 was about going also had not the captain of the
boat who was an intimate friend of mine informed me that I1 had
better wait for another steamer as the mobocrats had concocted a
plan to take my life if I1 went up with them to revenge on me for
defeating their object I1 accordingly waited till evening when I1

started up on another boat while on the passage the hostile spirit
of mobocracy was rife among the passengers which caused much
dispute because I1 would defend the innocency ofofjosephjoseph and hyrum
only occasionally I1 found a truth seeking person amongst them
before we reached warsaw the captain and clerk of the boat who
were old friends of mine while boating together informed me that
some of the mob on board intend to inform at warsaw that I1 was on
board and that the mob there will take you ashore and hang you
without judge or jury I1 remonstrated against going on shore
because if landed on the illinois side I1 must travel up through the
heart of a mob country who would hunt me out like hunting a wolf
whereas if I1 landed on the missouri side it would be like jumping out
of the frying pan into the fire I1 could not escape them they said
that the fury of the mob was such that they would fire their cannons
into the boat as they had done on other boats bound for nauvoo but
they would do what they could I1 told them I1 would risk the result
with god if they would act up to my instructions which they promised
to do to the credit ofofcaptcapt atchinson of the ohio and generous
officers they did for while the mob rushed on board as she landed
crying where is capt jones where is he bring him out out with
the d d mormon and while I1 could hear a general hallooinghallowinghallooing on
shore bring him out hang him up &cac and I1 had crawled under a
mattress alongside of which many more laid on the cabin floor owing
to the crowded state of the passengers the captain and officers stood
like lions in the cabin floor keeping a drove of wolves from a pet
lamb declaring that they had landed me below the town turned off
thus the mob returned on shore and back again only to be repelled
the second time while the mate was busily landing what freight they
had for the place the engineer being ready to start by the sound of
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the bell for which I1 listened with breathless silence nor dared to
breath freely untill the signal bell rang and the boat pushed off nor
did I1 regret to hear the mob plunge into the river splash splash
after each other making for the shore without their prey to the great
disappointment of hundreds of blood thirsty mobs on shore who had
prepared a gallows on a tree on the bank and eagerly anticipated
seeing the morning sun shine on a mormon suspended by it fairly
afloat the god of my salvation received the tribute of a grateful
heart I1 particularize on these scenes to illustrate the spirit prevalent
amongst the mobocrats generally which seemed to sanction by their
toleration the sacrifice of the lives of the martyrs for the gospels
sake and altho alone in this scene surely I1 will be an incompromisingcompromisinguncompromisingin
witness against them

in the forenoon I1 landed at the welcome shore ofofnauvoonauvoo but
oh what a scene never to be pictured or painted by the pencil of
art sad as the tombs cheerless groups mourning wend their way by
closed stores and windows of former busy life towards the place where
lay the bloody corpses of the martyrs old young male and female
together bewail the day their much loved prophet and patriarch
from their embraces by ruthless assassins were untimely torn how
can they be comforted the sun and the moon of the city s moral
hemisphere are untimely set behind a cheerless bank of storm clouds
the wonted buoyant atmosphere seemed impregnated with death by
suffocation nor could heaven maintain its usual smiles its face it
valled and commiserating wept a shower of tears to comingle with
those of the saints below heart rending as was the scene along the
streets as I1 passed along the crisis did not come nor the scene beggar
description untill within the dining room of the mansion house
statue like I1 stood and saw in their coffins on tables laid the prophet
and patriarch ah yes fond hope no longer found a place to doubt
they are they the lips from whence flowed the words of life like
rivers that quenched the thirsting souls of thousands are closed in
death those eyes the heaven lit torches are dim and motionless
the spirit has fled at the head of the one bathed in tears was seen
the wife of the prophet with her little boys and adopted julia at the
other no less so was the patriarch s wife surrounded by six little
children who alternately with the grey haired mother while kneeling
in a pool of the comingling dripping gore of the martyrs on the floor
with her streaming eyes first on one then on the other cry my husband
myhusbandtoomy husband too my father in blood and my father is dead
too and my son my sons were the pitiful murmuringsmurmur ings of the
anguished widows and orphans that echoed in the walls which as but
yesterday danced at the music of the prophet s voice on on in solid
columns the moving throng moved steadily to and off the solemn



martyrdom of ofjosephjoseph andhyrumand Hyrumhy rum smith 109

scene to take the last long look on those they loved most dearly like
the inexhaustible current of the mighty father of waters as it for
ages flows to the ocean appeared the passing current of mourning
friends the holes of the bullets the bleeding gashes of the fatal
bayonet need not the finger to point them out nor need the assembled
millions ask who are they when their elder brother from
them will be distinguished by the prints of the nails in his hands and
feet but why linger oer the horrid scene of humane fiendish conduct
they are free the prophet and patriarch have soared on high beyond
the rage of mobs their testimony sealed with their hearts blood when
they could have escaped if they would but heroic like demi gods they
firmly trod the road to death and glory they boldly leaped on the
scaffold with eyes open and souls unsullied forever honouredhonoured be
their memories
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reviewed by sondra Surnsumsionsionslon an english major at brigham young university

many mormon women recognize that selfless service does not
preclude development of talents but finding how to balance both is a
genuine concern for them it is not surprising therefore that balance
becomes a key theme in mary lythgoe bradfordsbradfordtBradfords anthology of women s

essays mormon women speak many of the essays deal with the task of
achieving a balance and bradford has structured the book to make
balance an even more distinct message the cover design of the book is a
mandala composed of four divisions balanced around a womanscomans face
the mandala symbolizes attempts to harmonize a woman s home her
church her service to others and the development ofotherher own talents
p 8 each section of the mandala represents a division of the book

the essays in the first section discuss self awareness those in the second
section demonstrate the joys and trials of being wives and mothers
essays in the third section reveal the growth and awareness that come
through service the fourth section a series of essays tracing journeys of
discovery demonstrates self development finally in the fifth section
the essays discuss individual identity within the church thus moving
through the various aspects of a womanswomancomans s life the book traces spiritual
growth from the early developmental encounters with conscience to
deeply perceived personal manifestations achieved through the balance
of family service to others self development and church activity

the center of the mandala a womanscomans face is the image for the first
section of essays dian saderup in the opening essay decides that

god would have me penetrate my countless tangled images of self
but that he does not shout direction or inspiration at me he knows I1

need to learn to hear inwardly appp 16 17 she learns she can best
understand herself through personal revelation the next essay by
gladys clarkdarkoarkclariciari farmer shows how one woman could understand herself
by understanding her mother she explains what I1 am is not only a
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product of an era of liberated women it is also a result of and a reaction
to the example of my own mother p 21 helen C stark in the
third essay senses bitterness in herself and realizes she must gain self
knowledge before she can repent surfacing from self examination
with hands overflowing with weeds and with treasure p 35 she
has gained the needed insight the last essay in this section by
karen rosenbaum is a confrontation with doubt thus we see self
knowledge growing from budding awareness through understanding
others and probing self to the unequivocal self honesty essential to
balance As bradford says quoting C Ggjungdjungjung the mandala cannot
tolerate self deception p 7

demonstrating another aspect of balance the theme of motherhood
connects the essays in the second section appropriately maureen
ursenbach Beechers opening essay tells how the birth of one of her
children brought deepest self awareness and spiritual communion
she explains and I1 had known it allAaliail had experienced the sisterhood
had participated in a ritual as old as seeding wheat had sensed the
link to powers beyond my own had found my own soul had felt
god p 5555 the next essay by judithbyjudith R dushku moves back into
pregnancy and a difficult decision on abortion after agonizing days
she acknowledges 1 I could not abort this child it was clear that
I1 had already projected a lifetime of dreams of mother daughter
intimaciesintimacies upon it calling it by name and talking to it p 65
myrna S marler and elinor G hyde deal with the work and demands
of actual mothering finally edna B laney s essay completes the
examination of the roles of wife and mother by recording her response
to the death ofotherher husband instead of knitting our lives together
we would now begin to unwind the strands and go our separate
ways p 84

the third section on service begins with rubina R forester s

discussion of discrimination in the church mormon brown carol
C ottesensOttesens essay is an act of service in itself a letter to a discontented
friend whom she tries to help by describing the balance she has achieved
in her own life in the third essay ann edwards cannon declares
1 I needaneedmneedmy women friends p 110 and describes and celebrates the
simple but vital services her friends have rendered her the fourth
essay returns to the theme of service to others as donna T smart tells
how helping a thai refugee family helped her pinpoint life s basic
values in the final essay phyllis N barber describes how helping a
black man in a stalled car enabled her to confront and overcome her
own racism she says of the experience at that moment I1 knew
that he knew he had been there just for me p 133
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though personal development is a minorminor theme in every sectsectionloniionilony

the fourth section makes it the major theme jerrie W hurds opening
essay traces her intellectual and emotional journey into the professional
world she realizes she can successfully balance work and home only
by overcoming self imposed limits she explains believing that
the pursuit of my dreams would be inconsistent with my image of a
nurturing mormon woman I1 had avoided identifying the things I1

really wanted this blindness had led me to accept limits that did
not in fact exist p 140 the next essay A purple rose by
reva beth L russell examines her desire to excel and remain as
individual as a purple rose unique yet beautiful p 147 in the
case orieanofieanofjean WwjohnsonjohnsonajohnsonWJohnson development outside the role of mother was
not welcome but forced nevertheless work outside her home brings
her self confidence and self responsibility and teaches her balance
happy in her new lifestyle she explains her newfoundnew found balance my
job is not my career it does not occupy the center of my life 1I have
come to view the whole of my life with its multiple components as

my career p 161 in the next essay marilyn C white continues
the themes of development and balance by using trail imagery she
writes it seems to me that we are all born to different tracks and
whether or not they head over mountains depends on the map each
of us is given to follow appp 163 64 the final essay in this section
makes the figurative journeys of the other essays into a literal trip
delores C ritchie describes her growth as she traveled alone through
france 1 I traveled alone to prove something to myself and as such it
became a personal pilgrimage a rite of passage of sorts p 172

the final section completes the themes of balance and personal
development by showing the importance of the church in the balance of
a woman s life cherie T pedersen describes how she came to balance
gospel ideals and the womens movement the goals of both the
church and the womens movement are the same to help women to
be the best they can in every aspect of human development p 188

that realization helps her understand how personal development can
make her a better church member to acknowledge needs that
make us unique and to seek to fulfill them is not selfish it is wisdom
born of the understanding that we cannot give to others unless we
ourselves are full p 193 marlene J payne describes how she
found joy and fulfillment by developing her nurturing abilities not
only as a mother but as a psychiatrist mary ellen R macarthur
describes an imbalance that developed during her daily commute to
college 1 I began noticing that I1 really had developed a stanford
self and a home self p 202 years later she learns she can
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balance both it is perfectly possible to be considered a liberal
intellectual feminist at church and a religious conservative square
in the world and still be accepted in both spheres p 210 also
dealing with thelackthemackthe lack of balance the next essay by elizabeth 0 wach
parodies a zealot who must return to earth and have a good time
before she can enter heaven completing both the section and the book

lorettalorettarrettaRlorettabLo R sharps saturday voice sunday burning consummates
the themes of balance and development sharp directly addresses the
problem of obedience and autonomy what she calls saturday
voice is an individual revelation and what she calls sunday burning
is a commitment to support leaders whose words do not always correspond
to individual revelation she recognizes that self awareness is essential
to perceiving truth but that it must not turn into selfish autonomy
which disregards community truth she concludes if we allow
ourselves instruction from heavenly beings in different ways and if
we then celebrate rather than fear differences in one another we will
do as our heavenly father commands we will become one we will
receive the holy ghost p 230

by arranging the book to show positive development between the
beginning and ending of each section and beyond from saderup s

opening to sharps closing essay bradford encourages women to
seek personal development just as the mandala symbolizes balance
in the book the book itself symbolizes balance in life never discounting
the nurturing role so stressed by church leaders yet always reminding
women of their unique talents and encouraging development of
them

MARY LYTHGOE BRADFORD ed mormon women speak A
collection ofessaysof essays salt lake city olympus publishing company
1982 237257237ppappp 9959.95995

reviewed by camille S williams part time faculty member of the brigham young
university english department researching a language approach to shakespeare

in 1980 dialogue and the olympus publishing company sponsored
an essay contest for latter day saint women the contest announcement
declaring that essays will be judged on originality depth of perception
and clarity of expression they should be a product of the writers
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soul searching and should reflect her conflicts and struggles whether
she views them realistically or idealistically the winning essays
were gathered in mormon women speak while the contest announce-
ment called for originality and the editor in her introduction
alludes to common themes and exciting differencesdffferences the collection
in fact reflects the same themes and thoughts that have been published
during the past ten years in exponent II11 in dialogue and in the
writings of the womens movement outside the church some of the
names and faces have changed but most of these essays persist in the
tradition of the liberal subjective quest of the self presenting an
account of the self seeking the self

such a result was probably inevitable given the clichedcliches terms of
the contest announcement to call for essays which are the product of
I1 soul searching conflicts and struggles is to invite postures
of self pity and self assertion A personal essay need not be about the
self nor need it be self conscious the essayist has many means of
helping us to know and feel what she has felt without giving us a
guided tour of her psyche the constraints the contest put on the
writers has shaped too many of these twenty four essays into accounts
of primarily mental events or cerebral accounts of physical events
incidents are often recounted merely to illustrate the author s state of
mind this places the focus on the author not on her experiences

the best essays in the book do not feature their authors as sole
protagonists nor do they aspire to art edna B laney the last
project tells how she and her dying husband arrange for her to care
for him at home he came to call it our honeymoon in reverse
instead of knitting our lives together we would now begin to unwind
the strands and go our separate ways p 84 she recounts incidents
which allow us to see their love humor and faith her use of standard
phrases sometimes distracts for example he breathed his last
p 90 but her essay is genuine and unpretentious

in tse her my sister donna T smart introduces us to a
hmong refugee and her family adjusting to life in the united states
the friendship exists despite the language and cultural differences

in contrast to the plainness of these essays dian saderup and
helen C stark overwork their overriding metaphors the wall and

the witch respectively this strain for literary language is seen in
the shifts from good prose to a semi poetic diction sometimes in the
same paragraph compare saderupsSaderups description ofotherher father with
her description of herself 1 I1 love my fathers broad hands the
ridiculous russian hat he wears in cold weather the pair of old
temple garments he has wrapped around his prized first edition copy
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of the book of mormon in his dresser drawer p 19 my
heart starts with sudden feeling like the dark flock of sparrows
exploding into the air from the limbs of a barren tree p 19 this
mix of normal and formal language deflects attention from the theme
of the essay testimony to this artist as a young woman p 16

exhibiting her tangled images of self p 17

starks essay begins straightforwardly it was the first evening
of a college course in magazine article writing p 3311 but gets lost in
the play ofotherher own language 1

I stand humbled before that alchemy
which has merged my welter of positive and negative happenings into
a tenuous new insight I1 perceive that although nemesis does indeed
follow hubris it is not for me to force that resolution the gods grind
inexorably and in their own time p 3335 stylistically most of the
essays are between the straightforward and the strained although
patches of overwrought prose are sprinkled throughout personal
essays with a message whether social critique testimonial defense
of the faith or feminist analysis tend to alternate narrative and
commentary wobbling between analytic prose and poetic outbursts
deciphering the tones of an essay which couples impersonal with
personal formal with colloquial or logical with emotive language isis

messy business a collage of many discrete bright bits allows no clear
focus on message analysis or perception this mix of styles within
essays is more distracting than the stylistic differences between
authors

the thematic grouping of essays attempts to give the book
cohesiveness but sometimes results in too frequent repetition of
common complaints such as the zealous belief in and intolerance for
the stereotypical mormon woman while viewing themselves as
victims of stereotyping who are trying to destroy stereotypes in their
own lives contributors frequently perpetuate the stereotyping of
other mormon women 1 I would cringe if someone told me I1 look
mormon I1 must admit that I1 dont feel as I1 expect a mormon woman
to feel p 150 1 I1 dont seem to be cast in quite the same mold as
all those other mothers p 69 1 I1 used to think being a mormon
woman meant p 137 1 I1 somehow fell short of the ideal
mormon womanhood had come to symbolize p 192 because the
existence of the stereotype is necessary as a checklist of what some of
these mormon women arenturenaren they have a stake in perpetuating it by
writing about it as though it did exist elizabeth 0 wachs have a
good time is dependent upon the stereotype of a narrowmindednarrow minded
wasatch front mormon family her exaggeration seems more tolerant
however than the occasional slaps at an assumed mormon subculture
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appearing in other essays as though they were unquestionably true
church culture strives to suppress ambivalence to deal only with

the positive two dimensional view p 199 in our society and
particularly within the mormon culture there are seeming rewards of
love and protection for the woman who remains in some respects a
childlikechild like semi adult appp 152 53 maureen ursenbach beecher
condemns an insensitive or simply inarticulate father via an eccle-
siasticalsiastical comparison the handicapped baby s father came in
in his bishop s voice playing out complacencies about this special
angel this seventh child whose difference neither parent had in the
slightest anticipated p 52

the theme of the isolated intellectual squelched by the oppressive
normal mormon p 147 is repeated by mary ellen R macarthur

1 I still tend to ruffle my feathers at too much emphasis on unthinking
obedience 1 I am expected to play the role of the devils advocate
in any good discussion p 210 such an indictment of stereotyped
church culture in general is less accurate and less important than
reported instances of church members failing their brothers and sisters
inside or outside the church for example marilyn C white describes
LDS women who misused their power at hawaiis international
women s year conference 1I saw mormon women chosen as leaders
who over the pulpit and in the name ofjesusofjesus christ told their sisters
to watch their lead and vote no as a block on every issue p 167

rubina R forester discusses racism noting for example 1 I know a
former relief society president who when she speaks with polynesiansPolyne sians
changes her language to pidgin english and they though they
can speak english fluently and correctly speak pidgin right back
p 96 aside from a few specific instances such as these where

individual church members go wrong the mormon subculture is

criticized in generalities the tendency to stereotype other LDS
people as nonthinkersnonthinkers naive culture bound etc is not only a
I1 I1 common theme but also the foundation for didactic passages such
as cherie T pedersensPedersens testimony that the goals of both the church
and the women s movement are the same p 188 orjerriejerrieor W hurds
rediscovery of feminist analysis every woman whether she is an
active feminist or not must learn to deal with the bias against her
she must recognize both subtle and blatant forms of discrimination
p 141 stereotypes are straw men convenient fillers when analysis

fails conveniently attackable when pressing questions are to be
ignored

the first place essay by judith R dushku invokes a strawmanstraw man
argument free agency avoiding the issue at hand the morality of
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elective abortion her thesis is poorly formulated she describes her
attitude toward abortion of course I1 am pro choice I1 had
read president kimballsKimballs strong statement on abortion but
I1 had never understood his counsel to negate individual agency
appp 58 59 free agency is never negated by statements declaring
the position of the church the purpose of a statement of church
policy is not to proscribe choice but to articulate a moral position
the essay concentrates on the importance of choice which is a given
but provides no moral insight perhaps the essay would have been
more effective had she allowed us to aeefeelfee what she wasas2s feeling rather
than telling us what she was thinking what followed were the
most agonizing days of my life I1 spent hours examining doctrines
arranging priorities trying to understand fears and analyze anxieties

I1 spent intense hours in prayer and intense hours with my bishop
president kimballsKimballs strongly worded cautions against aborting a

baby without careful even agonizing thought and prayer reminded
me of my responsibilities I1 was accountable I1 could not abrogate
that accountability appp 64 65 she draws the conclusions she
terms the experience agonizing and intense had she simply
told what happened her agonies and intensities might have been
more perceptible her speculation that she decided to give birth in
part because this would be her first girl after three boys is disquieting
her worry can we parents provide them our children with the
spiritual sustenance they need p 67 seems disingenuous after the
admissions that a handicapped or male child would more likely have
been aborted

this collection is not intended to answer all questions about or by
LDS women but it does give an excuse to consider topics related to
mormon women and to the personal essay it may be that the cumulative
effect of reading several of these essays at a stretch gives the impression
of too much temperature taking occasional essays in periodicals
are interesting partly because they contrast with the other articles or
poems in the same issue perhaps laurel thatcher ulrich s question
should be asked about private efforts too in the realm of publica-
tions are the needs of women better served by integration or by
independence dialogue 12 summer 1979 126 how valid is a
collection based on the writers sex why restrict the essays to the
conflictconflictstrugglestruggle mode of writing

finally we need to decide how long women are going to be
granted immunity for writings that would be considered sexist if written
by men we probably wouldnwouldnt t tolerate in celebration of male
friends written by a mr cannon but might still be comfortable
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with ann edwards cannons in celebration of female friends
cherie pedersensPedersens supposed insights that the gospel is a
celebration of womanhood the gospel is a celebration of manhood
and my awareness of the multifacetedmulti faceted nature of my own womanhood
the multifacetedmulti faceted nature of my own manhood p 194 would

sound sexist or silly voiced by a man imagine mormon men speak
mormon women speak is the feminist variant of the books written
to cheer up and enlighten latter day saint women As a thinking
woman s guide to self esteem or an intellectual s joy ofwomanhood
it is no more satisfying than the conservative originals
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