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editor s introduction

in past decades mormon scholars have intensified efforts to learn
everything possible on the setting and events of the early restoration
in its spring 1970 issue BBYUYU studies published an earlier collection
of articles focusing on the new york backgrounds and treating
among other topics joseph smith s reputation among his palmyra
neighbors the translation of the book of mormon and the early
impact of the church in his editorial introduction guest editor
truman G madsen expressed a sense of having opened some
territory and suggested that additional studies were needed of such
areas as joseph smithssmiths involvement with the stowell silver mining
venture of his early legal trials and of smith family activities in the
years from 1823 to 1827 study of this formative period has steadily
continued during the last fifteen years in addition to work appear-
ing elsewhere BBYUYU studies has published articles on joseph smith s

1826 trial winter 1972 the archaeology of the peter whitmer
farm winter 1973 joseph knight s recollections of joseph smith
autumn 1976 and the pretranslationpre translation events that the hofmann
anthon transcript claimed to illuminate summer 1980

A surge of interest in mormon origins was stimulated when LDS
officials made public what were assumed to be authentic letters
associating the pre mormon joseph smith with searching for treasure
by means of seer stones and hazel wands one dated 18 june 1825
purportedly from joseph smith totojosiahjosiah stowell the other dated 2233

october 1830 purportedly from martin harris to W W phelps
texts were printed in the LDS church news in the spring of 1985 and
much debate followed among latter day saint scholars the national
press and the anti mormon publicity mills As this issue of BYU
studies goes to press in late april 1986 court hearings continue on
the violent events involving key persons in the acquisition of the
previously mentioned letters and also on charges of document fraud
but no matter what the legal verdict on the treasure letters released
last year the underlying historical issues deserve close study com
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mensurate with the extensive publicity given the problem of mor-
mon origins

since history is the ongoing evaluation of the meaning of
records it may expand with new discoveries or retract its base if
sources prove unreliable history also discloses parallels often not
the result of borrowing but of reflecting the common aspirations of
humanity and the uniqueness of personal experience

BYU studies here presents a special issueissue collecting mormon
scholarship on the mythic folk religion and money digging that
surrounded the smith family in early new york years dean C jessee
reviews the discovery and information made available to scholars on
the 1825 letter ofjosephofjoseph smith and the 1830 letter ofmartin harris
next ronald W walker offers a survey of the extensive tradition
that lies behind the folk magic practices alluded to in the letters
followed by an essay expressing a more personal response to the
implications marvin S hill probes the range of supernaturalism
around the prophet and also the larger religious context of his
reaction to it and richard L anderson moves to the question of
whether joseph smith was involved in searching for treasure after
book of mormonofmormon translation

we present these essays not as the final word on the questions of
early mormon history but as contributions from different points of
view within the range of faithful latter day saint historical scholar-
ship contributions to our understanding of joseph smith in the
context of his own time for it is only by coming to understand the
ways in which the prophet of the restoration was a man of his own
time and place that we can hope to gain an appreciation of the extent
to which he transcended those conditions
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dean C jessee

proclaiming that the preparatory work for the second coming of
christ was about to commence and that the gospel in its guiness was
to be preached to all nations to prepare a people for the millennial
reign the prophet joseph smith and his associates recorded that
significant events took place in western new york in the 1820s to
inaugurate this new era events in which divine messengers commu-
nicated with men on earth as in biblical times 1 with their religion
rooted in these historical realities latter day saints have shownmoreshown more
than casual interest in their past particularly those formative years
of the 1820s every scrap of information dealing with that early
period is read with care

for those who study the beginnings of mormonism contempo-
rary sources are few most of what is known of the seminal events
prior to 1830 has come from recollections and secondhand reports
few documents written at the time pertain to the first vision the
coming forth of the book of mormon and the restoration of the
priesthood this is due largely to the fact that the record keeping
enterprise ofofmormonismmormonism did not begin until the organization of the
church in 1830

the work of retrieving and preserving the sources of early
mormon history effectively commenced in 1832 when joseph
smith s scribe frederick G williams began copying letters and
documents into a record book however only four items in this early
volume are dated prior to the church s organization until a few years
ago available original sources pertaining to the pre 1830 decade
included little more than two manuscripts ofthe book ofmormon an
1829 deed by which joseph smith obtained a plot ofground from his
father in law in harmony pennsylvania a reproduction of
11caractorscaractors evidently copied from the book of mormon plates in
1828 and an agreement between martin harris and joseph smith
sr for selling copies of the book of mormon within the last five
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years several other early manuscripts have surfaced these include an
1828 transcript of characters believed to have been copied from the
book of mormon plates and carried by martin harris to eastern
linguists an 1829 letter of lucy mack smith showing the involve-
ment of the smith family with the book of mormon more than a year
before the book was published an 1829 agreement signed by joseph
smith martin harris and E B grandin for publication of the book
of mormon and two documents deeding martin harris land to
thomas lakey more recently two additional manuscripts have
been found that pertain to the early period ofofmormonismmormonism an 1825
letter claimed to have been by joseph smith to josiah stowell and an
1830 letter purportedly written by martin harris to william W
phelps these documents have evoked considerable interest primar-
ily because they deal with phenomena foreign to our present experi-
ence and heretofore only obliquely mentioned in mormon history

As often occurs with new information which may not fit com-
fortablyfortably into one s world view these documents have raised challeng-
ing questions questions in this case about joseph smith s involve-
ment in occult or mystical activities and its impact upon traditional
understanding but before we consider content the starting point for
discussion must begin with the sources themselves the primary
purpose of this article is to examine these new documents as a
foundation upon which investigation can intelligently proceed

JOSEPH SMITHS 1825 LETTER TO JOSIAH STOWELL

in 1825 josiah stowell a well to do southern new york
farmer living near south bainbridge in chenangoChenango county orga-
nized a group of men to locate an old spanish mine believed to be in
the area of harmony pennsylvania and believed to contain coined
money and bars or ingotsingols of gold or silver having heard of joseph
smith as a famous seer of lost or hidden treasure josiah stowell
hired the young man from palmyra new york to assist in the
location of the mine 2 isaac hale who later became joseph smith s

father in law recalled that he first met joseph in november 18218255
isaac wrote that joseph smith was employed by a group of money
diggers that joseph could locate treasure by looking in a stone
placed in his hat and that joseph his father and several others
boarded at the hale residence in harmony while they were employed
looking for the mine 3 in the 1838 history of the church joseph
confirmed that he had worked for josiah stowell adding that after a
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short time he had persuaded stowell to discontinue his search
beyond this little is said in the history about the incident or about
josephs involvement in locating lost objects or treasure

As early as 1983 copies of an 18 june 1825 letter purportedly
written by joseph smith from canandaigua new york to josiah
stowell at harmony pennsylvania began circulating in the mormon
community according to one account the letter was obtained in the
east by salt lake city collector mark hofmann authenticated by the
noted new york manuscript dealer charles hamilton and sold to
the LDS church 5 focusing upon stowell s search for the pennsylva-
nia mine the letter indicates previous contact between him and the
smith family and reveals joseph smith s expertise in locating hidden
treasure suggesting a reason why stowell went so far from the site of
his digging to get joseph s help

canandaguajune 18th 1825
dear sir
my father has shown me your letter informing him and me of your
success in locating the mine as you supposssuppose butwbutabut wee are of the oppinionpinionop
that since you cannot dig more untill you first discover if any valluballu
ables remain you know the treasure must be guarded by some clever
spirit and if such is discovered so also is the treasure so do this take a
hasel stick one yard long being new cut and cleave it just in the
middle and lay itit asunder on the mine so that both inner parts of the
stick may look one right against the other one inch distant and if there
is treasure after a while you shall see them draw and join together
again of themselves let me know how it is since you were here I1 have
almost deccided to accept your offer and if you can make it convenient
to come this way I1 shall be ready to accompany you if nothing happens
more than I1 know of I1 am very respectfully

joseph smith jr

mr josiah stowell

harmony pa

the letter is written on a single sheet of unlined paper that
measures 8 14 x 11 14 the address side of the letter contains the
circular red canandaigua handstamphandstamp in use at the time and the
handwritten number 12 12 is the designated amount for sending a
single page letter between 80 and 150 miles in 1825 which would
include the distance between canandaigua new york and har-
mony pennsylvania see photo reproduction on p 441717 6
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written in injosephjoseph smith s nineteenth year this letter if authen-
tic is the earliest known holograph produced by him and shows
writing skill on a par with anything he later wrote the handwriting
spelling grammar and punctuation compare favorably with other
joseph smith writings the even flow of the letter and the common
understanding that joseph was incapable of writing very coherently
due to a lack of education raise the question as to whether the wording
of the letter is that of joseph jr or his father who as a
schoolteacherschookeacher may have been more articulate than his son A com-
parison of prose of the two men and a study of the autograph writings
known to be the prophet s suggest that the document could well have
been produced by the youngerjosephyoungeyounger josephrjoseph the personal pronouns used in
the letter and the use of certain connectconnectivesives typcyptypicalicalcai of young
joseph s style bear this out

although late in her life emma smith said that joseph could
neither write nor dictate a coherent and well worded letter 7 her
statement was made in response to a question about the authorship of
the book of mormon and in that context is more clearly a rhetorical
defense of its divine origin than a precise statement of joseph s

writing ability his personal writings do not portray the illiterate
frontiersman some have perceived A significant aspect of the letter is
that at this early age joseph appears to be widely known and respected
for his ability as a seer and has a confident command of the situation
presented to him

MARTIN HARRISHARRISS S 23 OCTOBER 1830 LETTER TO WILLIAM W PHELPS

the second item for consideration here is the martin harris
letter to william W phelps dated 23 october 1830 the letter is
dated six months after the organization of the church ofjesus christ
of latter day saints and seven months after the publication of the
book of mormon in which harris s signature appears as a witness

in 1830 martin harris was forty seven years old and had lived
in palmyra new york thirty eight of those years during that time
he had served in positions of civic trust and had by his hard work and
industry become a man of substance he had been several years an
overseer of highways and was a veteran of the war of 1812 but his

association with joseph smith had battered his reputation in the
community and impaired his domestic relationship with his wife in
1829 he guaranteed payment for the publication of the book of
mormon and eventually was forced to sell 151511 acres of his land when
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proceeds from other sources did not materialize to pay the printing
debt when harris left palmyra it became a source of bewilderment
to his prejudiced townsmen that he would abandon one of the best
farms in the area to follow what they perceived as a deception and
hoax furthermore when the book of mormon was published in
1830 martin harris s name appeared with two other witnesses
testifying that an angel had showed them the plates which contained
the record that they had seen the engravings thereon and that they
heard the voicevolcevoicevolce of god declare it was true an experience they
described as marvellousmarcellousmarvellous however when the latter day saints left
ohio in 1838 martin harris remained behind he did not rejoin the
saints for more than thirty years arriving in utah in 1870 at the age
of eighty seven where he spent his last five years 8

at first harris approached the book of mormon through the
eyes of a skeptic and sought in several ways to verify joseph smith s

claims but following his experience as a witness his reaction to the
book was one of absolute assurance even though his attachment for
the saints was less than consistent repeatedly throughout his life
martin harrishams testified of his experience as a witness to the book of
mormon and several times he related his understanding of its origin
john A clarkdarkoark a resident of palmyra in the late 1820s wrote in a
later recollection that martin harris came to his house in the fall of
1827 and told him he believed an important epoch had arrived
that a great flood of light was about to burst upon the world and that
the scene of divine manifestation was to be immediately around us
by way of explanation according to clarkdarkoark harris said that a golden
bible had recently been dug from the earth that an angel of god
had appeared to joseph smith in a dream and showed him where it
had been deposited for thousands of years 1 I that there had been
a revelation made to joseph smithlsmith by which he had discovered this
sacred deposit and two transparent stones through which as a sort
of spectacles he could read the bible and that it contained informainforms
tion which would settle all religious controversies and speedily
bring on the glorious millennium 9

in 1829 while seeking a printer for the book of mormon
martin harris in what is probably the earliest account of the circum-
stances in which the book of mormon originated told a rochester
new york editor that joseph smith had been visited by the spirit of
the almighty in a dream and informed that in a certain hill in that
town was deposited a golden bible containing an ancient record of



402 BbyustudiesBYUYU studies

divine origin according to the report harris added that after a
third visit from the same spirit in a dream joseph proceeded to
the spot removed the earth and there found the bible together
with a large pair of spectacles 10

orsamus turner another palmyra resident in his 1818515 1 hist-
ory recalled martin harris as an honest worthy citizen but given
to religious enthusiasm according to turner several local
citizens remembered harris s version of the discovery of the book
of mormon that the prophet joseph was directed by an angel
where to find by excavation the gold plates and was com-
pelled by the angel much against his will to be the interpreter of
the sacred record 11

finally in an 1859 interview martin harris said that upon
hearing the rumors circulating about the gold plates he questioned
members of the smith family separately to see if their stories
agreed and found that they did he finally met joseph smith took
him aside and asked about the plates joseph told harris that an
angel had appeared to him and told him it was god s work and
that the plates must be translated printed and sent before the
world but martin harris remained skeptical unless the lord
will show me that it is his work later that day after praying to
god to show me concerning these things his petition was
answered god then showed me that it was his work and that it
was designed to bring in the fullness ofhis gospel to the gentiles to
fulfill his word he showed this to me by the still small voice
spoken in the soul then I1 was satisfied that it was the lord s

work martin harris noted further that opposition soon threat-
ened joseph with mob violence whereupon he gave joseph money
to pay his debts and move to his eatherfather inlawin4awin law s place in pennsylva-
nia 12

in light of statements in which martin harris related events
connected with the coming forth of the book of mormon in the
more traditional framework familiar to latter day saints some
readers of the 1830 harris letter have wondered how authentic it
could be considering how it seems to differ from what he said
elsewhere both before and after 1830 others have speculated as

to how much of the account is based upon conversations with
joseph smith jr how much on statements ofjosephofjoseph smith sr
and how much was influenced by neighborhood rumor or folk
culture let us first consider the document itself
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palmyra oct 23d 1830

dear sir

your letter of yesterday isis received & I1 hasten to answer as fully as I1 can
joseph smith jr first come to my notice in the year 1824 in the

summer of that year I1 contracted with his father to build a fence on my
property in the corse of that work I1 aproachapproach joseph & ask how it isis inin a

half day you put up what requires your father & 2 brothers a full day
working together he says I1 have not been with out assistanceassistance but can
not say more only you better find out the next day I1 take the older
smith by the arm & he says joseph can see any thing he wishes by
looking at a stone joseph often sees spirits here with great kettles of
coin money it was spirits who brought up rock because joseph made no
attempt on their money I1 latter dream I1 converse with spirits which let
me count their money when I1 wake I1 have in my hand a dollar coin
which I1 take for a sign joseph discribesscribesdescribesdi what I1 seen in every particlarparticularparti clar
says he the spirits are grelvedgreivedgreiver so I1 through back the dollar in the fall of
the year 1827 1I hear joseph found a gold bible I1 take joseph aside & he
says itit isis true I1 found it 4 years ago with my stone but only just got it
because of the enchantment the old spirit come to me 3 times in the
same dream & says dig up the gold but when I1 take it up the next
morning the spirit transfiguredtransfigured himself from a white salamander in the
bottom of the hole & struck me 3 times & held the treasure & would not
let me have it because I1 lay it down to cover over the hole when the
spirit says do not lay it down joseph says when can I1 have it the spirit
says one year from to day if you obay me look to the stone after a few
days he looks the spirit says bring your brother alvin joseph says he is
dead shall I1 bring what remains but the spirit is gonejosephgonegon josepheJoseph goes to get
the gold bible but the spirit says you did not bring your brother you can
not have it look to the stone joseph looks but can not see who to bring
the spirit says I1 tricked you again look to the stone joseph looks & sees
his wife on the 22d day of sept 1827 they get the gold bible I1 give
joseph 50 to move him p 111 down to pajosephpa joseph says when you visit
me I1 will give you a sign he gives me some hiroglyphicshieroglyphics I1 rakecaketake them to
utica albany & new york in the last place dr mitchel gives me a
introduction to professor anthon says he they are short hand egyptionegyptienEgypt ion
the same what was used inin ancentaccent timesrimes bring me the old book & I1 will
translate says I1 it is made of precious gold & is sealed from from view
says he I1 can not read a sealed book joseph found some giant silver
specticlesspectacles with the plates he puts them in a old hat & in the darkness
reads the words & in this way it is all translated & written down about
the middle of june 1829 joseph takes me together with oliver cow-
drey & david whitmer to have a view of the plates our names are
appended to the book of mormon which I1 had printed with my own
money space & time both prevent me from writing more at presant if
there is any thing further you wish to inquire I1 shall attend to it

yours respectfully
W W phelps esq martin harris
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the letter was addressed to william W phelps the thirty
eight year old printer and editor of the ontario phoenix at
canandaigua new york the circumstances that called forth the
harris letter are not known except that it was written in response to
an inquiry by phelps the harris letter apparently appealed to
phelps less than three months after receiving it he wrote to a
prominent friend stating that he was acquainted with several persons
connected with the book of mormon including martin harris that
harris had declared to him upon his soul s salvation that the book is

true and that he phelps had read and investigated the book and
found it to be authentic 13

while traveling to palmyra on 3300 april 18183118513 1 to further investi-
gate the book of mormon phelps was arrested and imprisoned at
lyons new york ostensibly for a small debt but actually for the
purpose as I1 was informed of keeping me from joining the mor
mons although phelps was unable to join the infant church until
10 june 183185183118511 he wrote that his heart was with the new movement
from the time he first became acquainted with the book of mormon
after his baptism W W phelps served as editor and publisher of
the church s newspaper the evening and the morning star wrote
several hymns still sung today was an ardent missionary and was an
active latter day saint at the time of his death in utah in 1872 141

the harris letter was obtained in 1983 by lyn jacobs a salt
lake city manuscript collector prior to that the letter had been in
the possession ofofelwynelwyn doubleday a dealer in rare postal memora-
bilia at alton bay new hampshire according to doubleday the
harris letter was very probably a part ofaof a large collection of new
york handstampedhandstamped letters he obtained in 1982 in january 1984 the
letter was purchased by salt lake city businessman steven chris-
tensen and in april 1985 was given by him to the LDS church

the unusual content of the letter and the prospect of its being
the most extensive martin harris holograph known to the time of its
discovery convinced christensen to have it carefully examined by
competent authorities to determine its authenticity to accomplish
this he sent the letter to kenneth W rendell a newton massachu-
setts autograph collector during the course of investigation the
letter was submitted to specialists for tests of specific physical proper-
ties such as paper and ink noted forensic specialist albert lyter
after testing the ink stated there is no evidence to suggest that the
examined document was prepared at other than during the stated
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time period and rendell concluded there is no indication that this
letter is a forgery 15 the text of these reports on the tests conducted in
1985 is reproduced on ppap 422 24.24 in connection with these tests and
other observations the following information is relevant

1 the letter which measures 8 1316 x 1191611 916gig is written on
both sides of a single sheet of machine lined paper and if authentic
would be among the earliest samples ofmachine lined paper tests show
the paper to be consistent with other samples of the time period
according to rendell there is a possibility it was manufactured at the
nathaniel rochester paper mill built in 18181010 at dansville new york
near palmyra see photo reproductions on ppap 418 20.20

2 the type of ink used to write the letter was determined by
chemical testing minute samples of the ink were removed from the
letter and observed by microscope under the effect of chemical reagents
the ink was determined to be of the iron gall type in wide use at the date
appearing on the letter

3 before envelopes came into common use about 1845 letters were
sent by folding the written sheet into a small size secured with a wax
seal then addressed and stamped with a handstamphandstamp on the outside
surface opening a letter would often leave a small hole or tear caused by
the breaking of the seal and creases made by the original folds the wax
seal which produced the hole in the paper when the harris letter was
opened and the missing paper that had adhered to the wax match
perfectly

4 the double line oval palmyra handstampedhand stamped postmark on the
harris letter matches in size color and wording the postmark on letters
mailed at palmyra new york between 1829 and 1834

5 the number 6 on the address panel designating the six cent cost
for sending the letter agrees with the zone rate in effect in 1830 for
sending a single sheet a distance of not more than thirty miles the 6 is

written in a different color ink than the rest of the letter see photo
reproduction on p 424211

while the foregoing observations show the harris letter to be
consistent with other writings of the time period and illustrate a
number of technical requirements necessary if one were to try to dupli-
cate a letter written in 1830 they do not prove harris s authorship the
question of authorship ultimately rests upon an analysis of the hand-
writing

A search of harris papers produces three manuscripts bearing his
name each written and signed in a different hand these are the 1830
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letter being considered here a 4 september 1846 power of attorney
written at kirtland ohio 16 and a 13 august 1818555 5 letter to brigham
young also dated at kirtland 17 A comparison of these writings with
fourteen known harris signatures spanning the years from 1829
when he was forty six years old to 187187318753 when he was in his ninetieth
year point to the 1830 harris letter as the authentic martin harris
see signatures on p 425 nine of the signatures come from the

period of his life prior to 1860 after which date his writing shows
deterioration possibly due to illness or age

because similarities can be found inin all handwriting of the same
language and time period itit isis the unique habitual differences that
provide the identifiers of a person s writing for conclusive results a
substantial amount of known handwriting is desirable as a standard
by which to measure a questioned document however unique
peculiarities in limited samples are informative in the case of martin
harris only eight letters of the alphabet are represented inin his
signature but his writing of them reveals peculiar characteristics also
found inin the text of the 1830 letter to phelps characcharacteristicscharacterischaractersteris ticsbics that are
not found in the other two manuscripts one of these is his lowercase
r which he frequently wrote almost like a v 18

A handwriting comparison of the harris letter is not limited to
the samples of his signature alone accompanying one of his auto-
graphs are the additional words palmyra county of wayne 19 if
these few additional words were written by harris they reveal further
similarities to the text of the 1830 letter and indicate that harris
signed his name inin the same style as his normally written prose

beyond this additional writing appearing to be that of martin
harris has recently come to light in an 1829 book of common prayer
that once belonged to his father nathan harris besides the signature
of nathan harris and the date 18331853183518 3 3 inin the front of the book a blank
page contains the lines if this book should wander and you this
book should find please to kindly remember that what you hold isis

mine
20 although the entry is unsigned this writing is in the same

hand as the 1830 martin harris letter significantly the origin of the
prayer book can be traced to the harris family the volume was

purchased along with an 1830 edition of the book of mormon by
deseret book company in june 197197319753 from an LDS church member
who had obtained it from a non mormon descendant of martin
harris s brother emer living inin california in september 1985 the
book was sold by deseret book company to mark hofmann and in
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october was obtained by the LDS church historical department
whether or not the inscription was in the book at the time the harris
family owned it has been questioned

neither the martin harris 1846 power of attorney nor the 1855
letter to brigham young compares favorably with the harris signatures
and other writing whereas the 1830 letter to phelps does another
indication the 1855 letter is not the authentic harris writing is the
misspelling of his name martain while harris was not a flawless
speller in existing matching signatures he never misspelled his own
name

on the basis of information available at the time of the initial
testing evidence seemed to favor authenticity of the harris letter

public objections to the harris and smith letters have clouded
perceptions of the letters and include statements that are untrue and
misleading 21 ronald vern jackson has questioned the two letters on the
basis of their handwriting 22 he reasons that harris who was born in
1783 must have learned to write in the last decade of the eighteenth
century that handwriting styles changed drastically from place to place
and decade to decade that the 1830 letter differs from writings pro-
duced by people educated in the 1790s and therefore that the 1830
letter could not have been written by one who had learned to write in the
1790s jackson claims that certain letters of the alphabet in the 1830
harris letter are inconsistent with writing of the time period in which
the letter was written he argues that the I1 andy are indistinguishable in
authentic 1830 writings but are clearly different in the 1830 letter he
adds that the double s in the 1830 letter could not have been made by
someone who learned to write in the 1790s on the grounds set forth
here practically everything written in joseph smith s time is suspect
the characteristics jackson states were not found in writings of the
1790s are in many writings of that period but are not limited to that
time

jackson further maintains that the spelling in the 1830 letter is far

too accurate to be martin harris s and that the capital I1 used in the 1830
letter differs too much to have come from harris s pen but where is

the authentic harris handwriting for making these conclusions
to complete his case jackson maintains that the size of the harris

letter leads him to believe that the paper upon which it was written was a
blank page torn out of an old county history and soaked in water
containing ashes or coal dust to give the appearance of age but this
speculation is made without his study of the original
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typical ofofjacksonjackson s rationale is his statement that after having
read more than 12000 reels of microfilmedmicro filmed data of pure 1850
documents he finds the so called harris letter is highly unusual for
I1 every hump and bump for every letter in the words with no
scrunchingscrutchingscrunch ing of letters together

jackson also claims that joseph smith did not write dictate or
sign the 1825 letter having discovered supposed handwriting dif-
ferencesferences in the 18218255 letter compared with other joseph smith writ-
ings produced from nine to nineteen years later and in a variety of
situations jackson concludes that the letter is a fraud however
since no one writes with typewriter precision it is not difficult to find
variations in joseph smith s writing especially over a period of time
and among materials produced under various circumstances one
sees for example that in documents accepted as genuine joseph
smith wrote the letter js in almost every conceivable way conse-
quentlyquent ly to find different forms of the letter s in his writings is no
proof of multiple authorship in his assessment of joseph smith s

writing jackson focuses upon a few random differences but then fails
to consider the smith individualities some of which alone and all of
which in combination establish the unique handwriting profile that
is joseph smith s it is on this basis that the authenticity of the 1818252 5

letter must be determined
another objector to the harris letter focuses upon differences of

literary style between the 1830 letter and other martin harris
writings 23 claiming to have made a careful comparison of sentence
structure rhetoric grammatical usage word frequency and content
of the 1830 letter with known harris writings rhett stephens
james has argued that the 1830 letter could not have been produced
by martin harris the known harris communications used by
james to establish the style base for comparing the 1830 letter are

1 harris s report of his 1828 visit to charles anthon as recorded in
joseph smith s history of the church 2 the handwritten 13 august
1818555 5 letter of martin harris to brigham young 3 an interview of
martin harris by joel tiffany in january 1818595 9 published in tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys
monthly 4 and 5 two letters ofmartin harris to hanna B emerson
the first dated 23 november 1870 and the second dated january
18711871 as published in the true latter day saints herald and 6 a
handwritten letter of martin harris to walter conrad dated
13 january 1873 242 james states that based on literary style alone
these writings could not have been written by the same person who
wrote the 1830 letter
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style analysis is an attempt to reduce uncertainty about author-
ship of an unknown writing by comparing its properties with
information obtained from writings whose authorship is known
however as elinoretlinore partridge has noted A stylistic analysis even
an objective statistical analysis is not as certaincertain a means of establish-
ing authorship as handwriting 25 while successful work has been
done in author attribution by comparing literary style not every
situation lends itself to this procedure when frederick mosteller
and david wallace undertook to determine the authorship of several
anonymous federalist papers the issue was plainly identified and the
components for the study clearly defined the question was whether
alexander hamilton or james madison wrote twelve disputed feder-
alist papers there were sufficient known writings of both men
produced about the same time and on the same general subject as the
questioned material to allow mosteller and wallace to find vocabu-
lary and syntactic evidence that distinguished each author on the
basis of their work they were able to conclude with high probability
that madison was the author of the disputed papers 262

in the case ofmartin harris it is doubtful that sufficient genuine
harris writings exist and they certainly do not exist for the time
period in question to make a valid stylistic comparison with the
1830 letter james s work therefore is unconvincing on several
grounds for instance he states that known harris writings aver-
age thirty words per sentence as contrasted to thirteen words per
sentence in the 1830 letter the problem here is that none of the
known harris writings were actually penned by harris his
known works exist only in a published form or in the hand of

someone who wrote for harris the style and the punctuation there-
fore cannot be identified as harris s furthermore the 1830 letter
itself has no punctuation what james measures as thirteen and
thirty word sentences are actually his own creation by providing
punctuation on the one hand and that ofscribes and editors writing
or publishing for harris on the other

in 1963 A Q mortonmorion used sentence length and computer
wordprintwoodprintwordprint analysis to show that the apostle paul wrote only five of
the fourteen epistles attributed to him in the new testament and
that the remaining letters were written by at least five other people 27

but the eminent linguist gustav herdan questioned morton s work
on his failure to define what he meant by sentences when none of the
epistles were available as punctuated by the apostle herdan pointed
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out that the absence of original punctuation introduced an uncer-
tainty that made sentence length almost impossible as a test for
determining authorship 2288 john ellison also challenged morton s

work on the grounds that the computer woodprintwordprintwordprint could not take into
consiconsiderationderation changes in a writer s attitatritattitudeude that mmightight affect his
literary style over a period of time to illustrate his point ellison
noted that computers are no more competent than the people who
program them he suggested that by using wordprintswordprints to compare
the declaration of independence with letters of thomas jefferson to
his wife in june 1776 it could be shown that jefferson did not write
the declaration or that someone else named tom was corresponding
with mrs jefferson furthermore ellison using morton s variables
in a computerized noncontextualcontextualnon wordprintwoodprintwordprint analysis of morton s

essays found that morton s own work was written by several different
people ellison concluded that there are wide limits of tolerance that
must be built into such literary studies 29

in the harris case james clearly places more trust in stylistic
analysis than the procedure will allow even if we had a reliable
corpus of harris material for comparison to assume that every
individual habitually uses language in a characteristic way which is
unique and that by identifying the characteristics a trained eye can
create a stylistic register for any person may not be realistic studies
have shown that a person s style can change with time and situation
in an article on the use of literary style to determine authorship in
forensic situations richard bailey cited three examples from the
prose of patty hearst one from a diary she kept during a tour of
europe another from a university examination and a third from a
transcript of a recorded conversation with a childhood friend the
samples differed drastically in style ranging from simple choppy
unplanned conversation to fluent complex composition bailey s

conclusion was that without some knowledge of their provenance it
would be very difficult to attribute these samples to the same author
while a person s fingerprints do not change his writing style often
does 30

even if the materials in question accurately reflected harris s

style another difficulty in making a reliable stylistic comparison of
martin harris s other writings with the 1830 letter is the problem
of the diversity of thematerialthe material one would hardly expect the report
an interview and four letters written in a variety of settings over a
forty five year period to compare favorably with an 1830 letter
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written in an entirely different context using the literary style of
heretofore available harris related sources as a standard to measure
the authorship of the 1830 letter presents the same problem that a
stylistic comparison ofjosephofjoseph smith s published and dictated works
with his holograph writings would produce the problem of com-
paring the real joseph smith with a version ofofjosephjoseph filtered through
the minds of scribes ghostwritersghostwriters and editors and the problem of
comparing writings created over a long period in a wide variety of
situations and varying degrees of concentration

rhett james observes that the frequent use of the construction
says he says I1 as harris reports conversations between himself

and others in the 1830 letter argues against the authenticity of the
letter because similar usage is not found in the other harris letters
james does not seem to realize that the says he says I1 usage is
absent from other harris letters because harris was not reporting
dialogue in those writings the only time a person would use such a
construction would be in reporting conversation we should not
expect every form of harris s grammatical usage to appear in every
sample of his writing james acknowledges that the says usage
appears twice in the tiffany interview but adds that it is impossible to
know whether this is tiffany s editorial work or harris s prose if so
would it not also be impossible to know whether the other differences
he finds between the known harris material and the 1830 letter are
not also due to scribal or editorial tampering

in comparing the 1870 emerson letter to the 1859 tiffany
interview james observes that the fire of harris s rhetoric is

missing from the 1859 document which he explains on the grounds
that 1858 was a sad year for harris who was experiencing a
psychological low at that time again if psychological disturbance
can explain the stylistic difference in this case why can t it also
explain differences in the 1830 letter

clearly with the diversity of the available sources the absence of
a body of harris holographsholographyholographs the small amount of total material
available and the limitations in methodology an accurate stylistic
analysis of martin harris s literary expression cannot yet be made

beyond a consideration of the physical properties the handwrit-
ing and the literary style of the smith harris letters the question of
authenticity also requires a look at content our experience with the
study of history shows that questions often arise in proportion to the
difficulty of assimilating new ideas As new information challenges
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cherished and longstandinglong standing preconceptions strong feelings may
produce voluntary blindness hence it is necessary to properly evalu-
ate the new data in order that we do not uncritically accept new
information on the one hand or allow our preconceptions to blind us
and thus keep us from accepting new information on the other hand
lessons from the past have taught the value of resisting simple
answers

perhaps the most challenging aspect of the recently acquired
smith and harris letters for latter day saints is joseph smith s

probable involvement in the folk religion or mystical elements of
his time the description by martin harris of the coming forth of the
book of mormon using the idiom of contemporary folk magic for
example seems unfamiliar and foreign to twentieth century minds
nonetheless though LDS readers may be inclined to reject the
smith harris letters because they are unfamiliar with the context
and terminology the issues the letters raise are not new nor are they
irreconcilable

even if the smith harris letters should prove spurious substan-
tial other early mormon sources focus on the issues raised issues one
observer described as joseph smith s supernatural power A W
benton in 1831 wrote that for years prior to the publication of the
book of mormon joseph smith was about the country in the
character ofa glass looker pretending by means ofa certain stone or
glass which he putpptappt in a hat to be able to discover lost goods hidden
treasures mines of gold and silver 3 1 an acquaintance of the smiths
in palmyra was quoted in 1833 as saying that the smith family held
their son joseph in high estimation on account of some supernatural
power which power he received through the medium of a stone of
peculiar quality 32 joseph s brother in law heard him say that his
smith s gift in seeing with a stone and hat was a gift from god

and john A clarkdarkoark said that joseph smith sr claimed for his son a
sort of second sight a power to look into the depths of the earth and
discover where its precious treasures were hid he added that on
their digging excursions young joseph was usually the guide 33 joel
tiffany on the basis of interviewing martin harris observed that
joseph jr belonged to a company ofmoney diggers and that joseph
11 was the seer he had a stone in which when it was placed in a hat
and his face buried therein so as to exclude the light he could see as
a clairvoyant 343 and charles marshall reporting testimony at
joseph smith s 1826 bainbridge trial said that joseph testified that
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he had a certain stone which he had occasionally looked at to
determine where hidden treasures in the bowels of the earth were
and that he had also frequently ascertained in that way where lost
property was of various kinds testifying at the same trial josiah
stowell said thatjosephthat joseph had looked for him on three occasions for
buried money gold and a salt spring and added that before joseph
ever came to bainbridge he had described the stowell house and
outbuildingsbuildingsout through his stone twice during the trial stowell
mentioned his implicit faith in the prisoner I1 s skill 35 according to
another report of the trial joseph smith described his finding of a
stone in his youth and upon looking in it he discovered that time &
place & distance were annihilated that all intervening obstacles were
removed & that he possessed one of the attributes of deity an all
seeing eye and joseph sr testified of his son s wonderful
triumphs as a seer and described very many instances of his finding
hidden & stolen goods stating that he and his son were both
11 mortified that this wonderful power which god had so miraculously
given him should be used only in search of filthy lucre or its
equivalent and that his constant prayer to his heavenly father was

to manifest his will concerning this marvelous power 363

motivated by abundant sources and a humanistic viewpoint
fawn brodie in her 1945 biography ofjosephofjoseph smith developed the
thesis that joseph smith s claim as a prophet evolved wholly from a
background of magic 37 others since that time have followed this
theme assuming that if it could be shown that joseph was a money
digger he could not have been religiously sincere however as

marvin hill has noted this conclusion rests upon twentieth century
rationalistic assumptions not on the nineteenth century situation
for many acknowledged religious people ofjosephofjoseph smith s day were
engaged in that activity hill also draws attention to david
whitmer s statement that while joseph was using his stone he
remained humble and sincere and only later grew worldly the
reverse of the evolution some tend to see as they move from the old
spirit to the angel 38aq2q

while we need to acknowledge and understand the folk religion
in which joseph smith participated we need not accept twentieth
century secular interpretations ofwhat it means indeed initial study
suggests that the more we learn about this phenomenon the better we
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will see how these folkwaysfolkways were an integral part of the faith and
religion of his age and of others as well whatever observers may
have perceived in joseph smith he remains the primary witness to
the events surrounding the coming forth of the book ofmormon his
story and that of his family both as revealed in the early documents
and in their later numerous testimonies cannot be ignored if his
history lacks detailed discussion of early events it must be remem-
bered that he wrote at a time when antagonism was strong no doubt
motivating him to omit things he might have included in a less
hostile setting furthermore the nature of his experience certainly
was such as to preclude a rational explanation he told a nauvoo
audience just before his death you don t know me you never knew
my heart no man knows my history I1 cannot tell it I1 shall never
undertake it I1 don t blame you for not believing my history if I1 had
not experienced what I1 have I1 could not have believed it myself 39

nonetheless the book of mormon and joseph smith s other accom-
plishmentsplishments remain historical realities to be reckoned with and his
accounts of them though brief contain precise detail and sincerely
expressed feelings which cannot be ignored

if the harris letter should prove authentic any use of it with
respect to the origin of the book of mormon must consider its
deviation from other sources by harris which portray the joseph
smith story of the angel moroni but even taking the letter at face
value neither the writer nor its recipient seemed to perceive its
message as out of the ordinary or as inconsistent with biblical
understanding that readers in our time do probably tells more about
our mind set and unfamiliarity with the treasure and digging culture
that produced the letter than anything else

the discussion of treasure digging in the context of mormon
beginnings as introduced by fawn brodie and marvin hill and
continued more recently by richard bushman and jan shipps 40 will
no doubt receive further attention in the wake of the smith and
harris letters until there is to use B H roberts s phrase a
profounderpropounderprofounder and broader view ofofjosephjoseph smith s life and mission 41
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envelope of 1830 harris to phelps letter
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march 20 1985

mr mark hofmann
2219 marie ave
salt lake city UT 84109

dear mark

in accordance with your request I1 have examined the original
letter purported to be in the handwriting of martin harris dated
from palmyra october 29 1830

the letter was examined under ultravioletultra violet light and the ink
florescedflores ced in accordance with other inks of this period the paper
itself had a florescence consistent with the period

I1 examined the fact that the letter is written on machine ruled
paper and found that paper of this type was prevalent in upstate
new yorkatyorleatporkat the time in fact we located a similar although not
identical paper in the new york state library in albany in
1810 nathanielnathanielrochesterrochester established in dansville new york near
palmyra a paper mill which we know by 1835 was producing
machine ruled paper it is entirely reasonable to believe that the
paper of this harris letter was manufactured at that plant

I1 examined theyieoleoie seal tear and the missing paper which had
adhered to the wax located on the integral leaf and find that
they match perfectly I1 also examined the folds in the paper and
determined that the writing was putpluit on the paper before it was
folded the quality of the line of writing and the rate of ab-
sorption of the ink are consistent with ink which has been placed
on recently manufactured paper

the postmark on the letter matches another from the same
town at the same time the r in palmyra was compared and
measures precisely with the second postmark example the overall
size of the postmark is also consistent as is the width of the
outer circle with the other example
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kenneth W rendell analysis of 1830 martin harris letter 20 march 1985

on which historians relied
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there were no examples of the handwriting of martin harris
with which to compare the body of the letter however I1 examined
it for consistency of style and any traces that might indicate that
it was forged I1 found none

the signature on the letter is consistent with three other
known examples of harriss signature the original was examined
very closely under a microscope for any signs of tracing and no
signs were found

it is my conclusion based upon all of this evidence as well
as the ink and paper tests undertaken independently of me that
there is no indication that this letter is a forgery
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federal forensic associates 1178421784217542117542 Wirvin boboulevardboulevrdd
s11224suitesulteswite 224

PPO0 box 31567 tiri aufcufcaliforniai 9292680
74714832907853290786329078raleigh north carolina 27612 420 Ulincoln1 Rrofrolgig91991984836969198488483696848 3696 suite 450

mimlmimi Bbhbeachh florid 33139
305 5321769532 1769

february 13 1985

steven F christensen
324 sosouthsouchut state street
fifth floor
salt lake city UT 84111

RE martin harris letter

REPORT OF laboratory examination

A physical and chemical examination was performed on the above
referenced document with the following results

1 all tests for the presence of coloring material in the
written line were negative

2 examination results are consistent with the ink being
of the iron gall type this ink was in widespread
use at the date appearing on the document

3 examination results compare favorably with those of
documents from this same time period

conclusions there is no evidence to suggest that the examined
document was prepared at other than during the
stated time period

albert H lyter 111IIIililii
forensic chemist

ahlrmlahlrnl
cert mail irpjrpP 527 632 905

albert H lyter III111 report of ink analysis of 1830 martin harris letter
13 february 1985
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428 BBYUYU studies

7

4

01jf01.01

711771
z

kia000kra

4

purported martin harris writing from unidentified book copy in possession of author
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courtesy ofoflasofldsLDS church archlesarchivesarchiej

A page from the book of common prayer according to the use of the protestant episcopal church
in the united states of america together with the psalter new york 1830 373715711 ppap and
hymns of the protestant episcopal church philadelphia 1829 48 ppap bound as one
volume belonging to nathan harris father of martin harris the front of the book
contains the signature nathan harris and kirtland ohio 1833 the lines pho-
tographedto here match the handwriting of the 1830 letter purportedly writtenwritten by martin
harris they are written on the last page of the book



the persisting idea of american
treasure hunting

ronald W walker

he carried a magic divining rod
A miraculous crystal stone
by which in the darkened crown of his hat
he could fix a spot unknown

leo leonard twinem A ballad of
old pocock vermont 1929

there is only one way of understanding a cultural phenomenon
which is alien to one s own ideological pattern and that isis to place
oneself at its very centre and from there to track down all the values
that radiate from it

mircea eliade the forge andtheand the crucible 1956 11

toute vue des choseschases qui n est pas etrangeenrange est fausse
paul valery as quoted in hamlets mill 1

the following essay was originally written for a general scholarly
audience even though it is now being published in a latter day saint
context I1 have chosen to retain its detached tone reserving a more
personal response for another essay which also appears in this issue of
B YU studies I1 chose such a tone not so much because ofmy intended
audience but because I1 wished to understand treasure digging as a
cultural phenomenon not just as a recurring theme in mormon
historical writing past writers who have dealt with mormon money
digging have usually written in a polemical and even combative
manner As a result inin the hundred and fifty years that writers have
attacked and defended joseph smith s alleged treasure hunting we
have not learned much about the topic itself my hope inin writing this
essay was to place money digging at center stage free from partisan
debate and thereby establish an understandable context for the
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smith family s involvement with the activity their actual role of
course is yet to be examined in detail

I1 wish to make another point explicit nothing in my study
should be taken as suggesting that joseph smith was merely a
product of his folk culture environment no english or american
village adept ever produced a book of mormon none produced a
vision of moses the olive leaf the three degrees of glory or such
magisterial ideas as sections 93 and 98 of the doctrine and
covenants at every major point in his career there were second and
third witnesses for joseph smith s work and when he died he left a
chchurchurch that dwarfed anything that might have been built by a
run of the mill village holy man some may see this success as simply
the work of a religious genius my own conviction is that joseph
was a religious genius because of an active and guiding providence

nevertheless as we come to understand the new england folk
culture more fully we may find that it was not an inappropriate
precursor to the restoration it is already apparent that this culture
tended to be antitraditionalanti traditional church in orientation it strongly em-
braced the idea of personal revelation and the ministry of spirits at
least some of its practitioners believed in a kind of premortal exis-
tence dispensationalismdispensarionalismdispensationalism and the restoration of ancient texts for
many of its adherents it seems to have functioned as a visionary and
exciting though not formal religion one of the major insights in
the field of religious studies during the past decade is the realization
that religious faithfaitbalthbaithfalthaitfaithhashhashas been defined too narrowly by examining
what the people actually were doing and believing we have come to
understand that there was existing side by side with such move-
ments as episcopalianism or presbyterianism or lutheranism some-
times intermixing with them an informal people s religion that held
the attention of the common man or woman

II111iai

from colonial times to at least the age of jackson americans
dug for magical treasure there were hundreds and probably thou-
sands of these money diggers all seeking trovescroves of fabled coins
mines jewels and other valued prizes they worked from the
atlantic coast to the mississippi hinterlands and in a few localities
heaped up tailings that rivaled those of the later forty ninersbiners yet for
all this prodigious toil their finds were as rare as merlin s trans-
muted gold what made them persist relying on an immemorial
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but now forgotten world view the money diggers placed faith in
conjuring elemental spirits thrice spoken dreams seericfeeric gifts and
enchanted treasure that could slip and rumble through the earth as
easily as a fish moving through the deep the modern age will
probably never fully understand the diggers strange compound of
treasure seeking religious feeling and intense psychological devo-
tion to an old but fading way of life theirs was another world which
we can speak of but hardly enter

many of the themes ofamerican digging appear much earlier in
mankind s primal myths for example in egypt where most of the
magic of the subsequent world may be found is told the story
of setnauselnau khaemdhaem uastbast after offering an appropriate incantation
setnauselnau found an invaluable book deposited within a cavern the prize
was originally buried in a box which in turn contained a series of
smaller receptacles the last a golden box was guarded by a swarm
of serpents and scorpions the hero killed the last snake three times 2

the greeks in turn had their own treasure stories which told of a
winged griffin protecting treasure jason wresting the golden fleece
from the guarding dragon and heracles dispatching a snake to
obtain the three golden apples 3

tales of treasure also interested the semites they spoke of
hidden golden plates and other valuable texts buried in places like a
cave mountain iron box or under solomon s throne one treasure
was protected by qatmirmatmir a guarding dog 4 none of these reports
however matched the extravagance of the qumranquaran community s

copper scroll apparently a catalogue ofjudaean treasure lore this
early christian era scroll listed sixty hidden deposits with precious
metal weighing two hundred tons altogether 5somecsomesome of these ideas
may have influenced arabic culture the cassadrassad wrote R camp-
bell thompson is generally the guardian of some treasure and may
take the form ofa man colt cock or chicken with young he haunts
almost all caves the idea that devils are guardians of enormous
treasure is very prevalent among the arabs

clearly the ideas of hidden but guarded treasure with their
secondary and accompanying motifs ofancient texts animals boxes
devils caves gold incantations mountains and even the ratifying
number three were an ancient bequest later they became a part of
the central beliefs of indo european folk culture 7foriforfor the european
buried treasure might be found in barrows and treasure chambers
within a mountain or it could be deposited near a wayside cross
close to one s home or under the ruins of a fallen castle or abbey the
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treasure itself the people realized was active it might rise or fall
grow or multiply and after seven years some said a hundred years
were necessary blossum or sun itself near the earth s surface at
such times particularly during a full moon the treasure became
I1 I1 will 0 the wisp giving off a bluish flame and therefore especially
susceptible to recovery 8

but getting the treasure was always difficult and harrowing if
not recovered quickly the trove sank into the earth s depths until its
next farhar inin the future blooming further the digger might have
to outwit the manlikeman like elemental spirits according to some lore the
salamander after forging minerals in the earth s fiery furnace en-
trusted his newly made ore to his brothbrotherer spirits the sylphssylphy nymphs
and especially the underground gnomes who then safeguarded itit for
humankind s general good 9 more common however were tales
involving the devil who moved treasures about maliciously to pre
vent their discovery and created distracting spectresspec tres to impede dig-
ging for example he might transform himself into a frightening
toad rooster dog bear snake or dragon he could present the
digger with a false vision of his burning home or village or more
imaginatively he might dress himself in a bizarre red and green
costume and ride either a glowing wagon wheel or a trundling barrel
if such things did not scare the seeker from his booty they invariably
caused him to break the taboo of silence which ended any chance of

10success
faced with these obstacles the european treasure seeker tried to

narrow the odds to facilitate his search he listened carefully to the
treasure dreams of a pure or innocent youth who it was believed had
special powers to discern and recover the subterranean bounty
earth mirrors seer stones or divining rods crafted from hazel or

mistletoe were also thought to be useful searching tools 11 many
seekers used a magic manual like the sixth and seventh books of moses

to secure astrological information gain a listing ofsuitable psalms for
magic prowess and learn important prayer and conjuring formulae
the latter was especially important treasure seekers and magical
practitioners in general tried to bind to their service and imprison
in a ring a mirror or a stone some fairy sylph or salamander and
compel it to appear when called and render answers to such questions
as the viewer should propose 12 during the medieval period the
elemental spirits commonly known as familiars were viewed as

the easiest to conjure a task often left to a preadolescent youth a
cleric or a professional scryerserver 13
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the popularity of treasure digging in europe is difficult to
assess certainly the practice was geographically widespread money
diggers were at work from iceland to russia and from scandinavia to
the southern mediterranean germany and especially hungary had
reputations for digging 141 in england the practice made hill digger
a common epithet and brought a series of statutory prohibitions yet
court officials such as john dee queen elizabeth s physician or
goodwin wharton a seventeenth century lord of the admiralty
sought buried treasure and as late as the twentieth century hazel rods
were frequently used to probe for lead and coal veins in northern
england 15 shakespeare alexander pope walter scott edvard
grieg henrik ibsen and especially the germans goethe and E T A
hoffmann used treasure images in their works perhaps as telling
treasure hunting motifs lodged themselves in popular culture ev-
eryday folk brandishedbrandishesbrandished mistletoe carried their willowill o th ewi jack
0 lanterns told their children about money pots under the rainbow
and read to them of snow white s troubles with the wicked queen s

magic mirror and of the friendly treasure mountain gnomes who
rescued her

at the beginning of the modern era then there existed a mature
lore of hidden wealth and some of it was probably not chimera both
german and english miners claimed that divining rods aided their
search for minerals and the hope of finding treasure beneath a
barrow wayside cross ruin or in one of the ubiquitous caches of the
countryside was not entirely without foundation 16i yet the reality of
actual treasure hardly explains the power and tenacity of the treasure
myth finds were never commensurate with actual digging and
were more a matter of accidental discovery than conscious magical
enterprise even the discovery ofmines allegedly the most successful
of the diggers pursuits evoked skepticism and lacked documented
results 17

why did such a nonrational practice persist while wealth
seeking and adventure doubtless played a role europeans were as
susceptible to the old cultural patterns as the early semites greeks
and romans since at least neolithic times the ideas of treasure
capricious spirits religious quest and a mother earth who matured
precious ores within her hallowed womb have persisted like me-
dieval miners who purified themselves with fasting meditation
prayers and acts ofworship many treasure hunters saw themselves as
working close to the sacred presence 18 such religious feeling made
their practices tenacious and enduring
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moreover treasure digging fit into the prevailing magical
religious culture of the time some areas in england for instance
may have had as many wise men and wise women 11 as ordained
ministers and they likely commanded as wide a clientele drawing
their name from the christian magi these seers or masters of the
arcane claimed not only to locate buried treasure but also to heal the
sick foretell the future find lost articles establish criminality and
in some cases perform services that scholars increasingly conclude
were religious in character their summoning of celestial beings was
a religious rite concludes keith thomas in which prayer played
an essential part and where piety and purity of life were deemed
essential at this level the practice of magic became a holy
quest the search for knowledge not by study and research but by
revelation 9 some adepts added preachmentspreachments to their ceremonials
speaking of the lost patriarchal powers of adam enoch noah
joseph and solomon which they saw themselves as preserving

20

most old world magical practitioners warmly rejected any
league with the powers of darkness their craft was beneficium the
white art which opposed devilish compacts consorting with
demons and the works of evil witches for example egyptian secrets

a chapbook purportedly by albertus magnus that circulated among
the german peasantry and later among the pennsylvania dutch
advertised itself as an antidote to the machinations of bad and
malicious people whose sorcery blighted personal happiness mar
riagesbiages and on occasion entire villages to disregard its prescriptions
was to defdefyy the will of god and rriskI1

isk eternal punpunishmentI1shmentashment and grim
damnation 211 in a similar vein the sixth and seventh books of moses

freely invoked both biblical images and the cabalistic names of
deity 22 in sum many european adepts were like the elizabethan
john dee who told emperor rudolph 11II that finding no man nor
book had adequate truth he had resorted to the medium of his shew
stone and the ministry of holy angels but his conjuring he insisted
had never passed the bounds of acceptable and enlightened christian
ity 23 no doubt he saw his magical paraphernalia as no more opposed
to religion than the egyptian divining cup of joseph the super
natural rods of moses and aaron or the urimunmarim and thummim of the

24high priest
neither dee nor present day scholars have been able to draw a

distinct line between the white arts and religion certainly the old
nineteenth century categories which pejoratively saw magic as

primal practical and manipulative and religion as enlightened
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ethereal and supplicatory have failed to bear up under recent
structural functional or phenomenological analysis with a wide
range ofpractices present in all religious movements including early
christianity itself scholars have assumed a more tolerant and flexible
viewview

25

illiiilii

in retrospect it was inevitable that treasure digging should
persist in europe and later come to the new world so deeply
ingrained were the traditional folk ideas of hidden and shifting
treasure underground spirits divination astrology and the earth s

role in making and perfecting minerals that the practice must have
sailed to america with jamestown s sarah constant goodspeed and
discovery these myths were part of a significant but now largely
forgotten belief system which had the strengths of tradition reli-
gion and even an informal authority structure based on the wide-
spread wise adepts it offered the folk an alternative or accompanying
belief to the remote and at times emotionally sterile dogmas offormal
religion in the american environment this traditional culture of the
people of which money digging was a part would prosper for many
years then it quickly faded becoming a matter of opprobrium
which the collective consciousness of the new society sought to purge
from memory

bereft of the old european treasure landmarks and the ancient
celtic roman and german races that supposedly placed wealth
within them the early american settlers found new realities to
justify their renewed money digging borrowing on the old lore the
treasure hunters focused on ruins mounds caves or even geological
chasms and fissures which some thought to have been created by the
convulsions at the time of christ s crucifixion 26 the remains of
french fortifications brought fifty diggers to crown point near lake
champlain while others excavated around chimney island in the st
lawrence river channel fifty miles northeast of ogdenburgdenburgoldenburgOg new
york rumors of hidden hessian and british booty in turn brought
diggers to the saratoga new york battlefield 27

glacial drumlinsdrumminsdrum lins which rose barrow like from the upstate
new york landscape were also attractions one of these the
starkly dramatic one hundred and fifty foot high mormon hill or
cumorah as mormonscormons called it was the site of treasure digging

both before and after joseph smith s receiving ofhis golden plates 28
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diggers also worked the rampart crowned carantouanCarantouan or spanish
hill ririsingsinginin solitary isolation above the susquehanna plain near
elmira new york some believed that carantouanCarantouan like mormon
hill was a man made earthen shell that concealed a treasure cavern
others spoke of the hill s buried wealth reportedly left by spanish
explorers captain kidd or perhaps a prehistoric race as wealthy as
thetheaztecsaztecsazteca 29

the cave motif was not restricted to treasure mountains like
mormon hill and carantouanCarantouan perhaps reflecting the popular ma-
sonic legend of solomon s many arched subterranean vault there
were accounts of treasure caves in vermont s green mountains the
adirondacks near present day rochester and above the susque-
hanna river in northern pennsylvania 30 the image also survived in
good natured folklore according to henry van hoevenbergHoevenberg an
early twentieth century raconteur while still a young man he found
an algonquin parchment telling of a cave that could be seen only in
the light ofa full august moon finding and entering the grotto van
hoevenbergHoevenberg stuffed his pockets with wampum and gold and great
treasure until met by a huge and menacing indian though he
escaped with a few valuables the incident left him according to his
story with two broken legs three broken ribs and one broken

31arm
the identity of those burying treasure greatly varied encour-

aged by the area s mysterious mounds and a romantic delight with
the antique some posited the existence of an ancient american race
gentle and honest tim alienallenailen a rochester seer told ofpygmy miners
who buried their treasure in upstate new york to keep it from
invading giants 32 in chautauqua county new york near the
pennsylvania border several adepts confirmed the presence of a
fabulous buried treasure left by some highly cultivated and

wealthy celtic indians prior to their destruction by barbaric hordes
from the north A group of communitarian spiritualists who sup-
posedly spent 20000 digging at the site had their own revelation
about the Kiantonian people they were the spiritualists con-
firmed none other than the progenitors of the aztecsazteca 33 such notions
were apparently widespread the palmyra neighbors ofjosephofjoseph smith
claimed that his family spoke of large gold bars and silver plates
hidden within the caverns of the region s prehistoric man made
mounds 34

however none of the treasure burying peoples figured as

strongly in the lore as two ever present images the spaniard and the
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pirate spain and her colonies fascinated the average english settler
and spanish themes influenced undoubtedly by potosi and the
spanish main became stock features of the remarkably consistent
treasure tales 35 one of the most detailed stories told of the aged
spaniard degrau who in 1800 suddenly appeared near present day
bristol vermont and began digging eventually the settlers per-
suaded him to reveal his secret As a youthheyouth he had been part of a
successful spanish mining expedition that had concealed a hoard of
silver within a green mountain cave now as the surviving member
of the party he had come to reclaim his wealth unfortunately
neither degrau nor several generations of hunters who ravishedlavishedravished
vermont s hell s half acre found anything besides a strange
looking vessel that some believed was left by the spanish troop 36

the theme of treasure burying spanish miners or explorers
became a folklore staple in vermont at least twenty towns claimed a
returning old spaniard who failed to find his hidden silver specie 37

at pennsylvania s big bend of the susquehanna river diggers also
looked for treasure left by a company of spaniards supposedly coined
silver sealed within an inevitable cave 38 with some varying detail
the same chronicle later appeared in tennessee missouri and even
oregon 39

the pirate myth was probably stronger while having roots in
england the idea of hidden pirate treasure flowered in america 40

the booty of captain low harry main thomas veale or simplysimplcimpl
rumored buccaneersbuccaneers plying lake ontario each appeared in the lore
but two names dominated

the first was the notorious blackbeardblackboardblackbeard the criminally insane
edward teach whose forty gun queen annes revenge preyed on
carolina and virginia shipping after the war ofspanish succession in
1713 42 the blackbeardblackboard legend centered arouabouaroundnd colonial philadephiaphiladelphiaPhiladephia
and the south atlantic coast believed to have frequented the city s

waterfront taverns and to have had friends lodged among us
every where blackbeardblackboard was thought to have buried money and
plate both in philadelphia and in nearby secluded riverside locations
when a few treasure pots were apparently found in the city s house-
hold cellars and the discovery of others was rumored the idea of
buried pirate wealth became much the expectation and talk of the
times 43 benjamin franklin reported that not only were such ideas
11 mighty prevalent but money digging itself was widespread you
can hardly walk half a mile out of town on any side he wrote
11 without observing several pits dug with that design and perhaps
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some lately opened men otherwise of very good sense have been
drawn into this practice there seems to be some peculiar charm
in the conceit of offindingfindingoffending money 44

the second name was that of william kidd commissioned as a
privateer in 1696 to rid the indian ocean ofcorsairscorsairs captain kidd
was soon rumored to be a pirate himself and was hung for murder five
years later at london s execution dock before his capture in boston
he had sailed the atlantic coast and buried on gardiner s island
new york a hoard worth fourteen thousand pounds which authori-
ties later reclaimed these facts were expanded to fill america s most
extravagant treasure legend men searched from key west to halifax
for the rest of captain kidd s unfound treasury in the northern
states alone excavations were made in new york at coney island
gardiner s island and new york city in massachusetts at nan-
tucket cape cod and in the marshes behind boston in connecticut
at stratford point wethersfieldWethers field and clarke s island in the connecti-
cut river and at such diverse places as south kingstown rhode
island weare new hampshire and penobscot bay maine 455

the digging was at times both unlikely and vigorous despite
living seventy miles up the hudson river at green county new
york young thurlow weed remembered embarking on a kidd
treasure expedition which his elders had promised would yield
ic golden results 466 indeed according to harold thompson there
was not a county on hudson s river not an islet in the sound but
has its whispers and hopes of buried treasure all planted by kidd on
those few nights when he hovered between block island and gar-
diner s

477 even landlocked vermont had at least three towns that
claimed kidd treasure 48 and when diggers believed themselves
close to a discovery the result was prodigious according to one
assessment penobscot bay had enough dirt from treasure digging to
bank and fill a twenty mile railroad grade while some new england
beaches were left like scarred and disfigured mining districts 499

while much of this money digging may have been nonmagical
other hunters relied heavily on the old lore for instance a skilled
wise man or diviner was often employed As in europe these white
magic practitioners conjured spirits cast horoscopes blessed
amulets foretold the future discovered missing persons and lost
property and blessed the ill with cabalistic charms and sometimes by
the laying on of hands some were thought endowed with the
spirit of truth prophecy or the power of speaking in tongues 50
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these american adepts were a diffuse lot including girls boys
women and men young sally chase found lost articles and treasure
in the palmyra new york neighborhood 51 seven year old eli
yarnall began his seericfeeric career when in his own house he suddenly
laughed at the idea of his father running down a distant mountain
chasing a dropped whiskey jug on returning home his father
confirmed the boy s second sight 52 john greenleaf whittierwhitrierwhittlerWhitrier
whose new england heritage and rural nativity were probably repre-
sentativesentative of conditions elsewhere told of a black wise woman who
received hundreds of anxious inquirers of the grave and
11 thoughtful healer whose new england clients petitioned him both
by mail and in person and of the quaker conjuror bantum who on
receiving a request placed his huge iron rimmed spectacles on his
face opened his strange black lettered conjuring book and after a
few moments of meditation gave the required answers 53

of the scores of adepts that appear in reminiscent accounts and
local histories some left an enduring mark on history some sus-
pected that dr robert child a wealthy puritan skilled in mineral-
ogy and metallurgy and given to the searching for mines was a
wizard child led the first movement to secure liberty of conscience
in massachusetts 54 the german pietist johannes kelpiuskerpius founded
on the outskirts of philadelphia his chapter of perfection a
religious brotherhood that mixed alchemy astrology the hermetic
arts and money digging with millennial rosicrucianism after his
death kelpiuskerpius s influence continued in the communitarian ephrataephrath
settlement and in a series of magic practitioners who mirrored his
own interests 55 the youthful joseph smith the founding prophet of
mormonism honed his spiritual gifts by finding lost articles fore-
telling the future blessing crops and digging for treasure 565 then
there was the far famed moll pitcher 1738 1813 whose name
became an american watchword for more than fifty years she
followed the seericfeeric precedent given her by her grandfather and
advised the thousands who entered her lynn massachusetts cottage
many a vessel has been deserted by its crew and waited idly at the

wharves for weeks in consequence ofotherher unlucky predictions
noted a contemporary to her came the rich and the poor the
wise and the ignorant the accomplished and the vulgar 57

the adepts often played a major role in money digging the two
men who in 1827 sought neatly boxed spanish dollars below the old
pier at new london connecticut were directed by an elderly wise
woman seeking pirate treasure in maine three men imported from
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connecticut a far famed and wonderfully skillful rodsman to assist
them in turn the treasure hungry farmers of rose new york
sought the help of a medium while the 1825 expedition to the
susquehanna hills began with a peeper named odle whose power
of seeing under ground piqued william hale s interest moreover
the longtime diggers around bristol vermont made use of expert
advice they consulted a series of prophets including two women
an old frenchman east of the mountains and finally a conjuror who
promised that by removing a few rocks and shunning the solid
ledge the long sought cave might be entered indeed one bristol
seer even assayed the value of the bristol treasure at 31000003100000 and a
few cents 58

the first role of the adept was to aid in finding the treasure
often this involved confirming a rumor or dream the two primary
sources of treasure stories the latter was especially frequent of the
fifty treasure sites that silas hamilton a devoted treasure seeker from
whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham vermont logged in his journal over twenty owed
their origin to a dream experienced by one of hamilton s contempo-
raries at least one dream was given three times 59drawn59 drawn from the
prevailing biblical and secondary magical culture both dreams and
the ratifying number three became an important stimulus to dig
ging 60 thus when deacon bascom an early new hampshire settler
dreamed three times of a silver treasure deposited under a stone he
found the stone but eventually refused to recover the treasure for fear
that it might corrupt his children 61 those who believed old mrs
talmage s thrice occurring dream were less wise according to up-
state new york lore the three men who set out to recover the treasure
were never seen again 622 the number three also played a role in proper
ritual when another dream revealed the position of the lost oneida
treasure the hunter arrived on the site but failing to turn around the
prescribed three times before picking the treasure up he lost his

633opportunity
continuing the longstandinglong standing european tradition if rumors and

dreams failed to mark the specific location of the treasure an adept s

divining rod was often used like their old world counterparts
these were usually freshly grown Y shaped twigs about eighteen
inches to two feet long they were taken from apple beech cherry
or more commonly hazel trees although such objects as whalebone or
brass and iron wire were also employed 64 conflicting lore suggested
that the rod s ceremonial cutting should be on the first night of
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christmas twelfth night at tuesday s new moon or during the
st john s day celebration of the summer solstice 655

one who does not believe in the rod cannot believe in
god claimed an ardent rodsman for I1 call on him to make her
successful when I1 cuts her and so she must be true 66 in truth the
cutting ritual was filled with religious imagery one prescribed
formula required the supplicant to use the three highest cabalistic
names of deity incanted three times 677 another clothed its words
with traditional christian phrasing

I1 conjure thee one summer long oidoldlolalold hazel rod by the power of
god by the obedience ofjesus christ of nazareth god and mary s

own son who died on the cross and by the power of god by the truth
ofgod arose from the dead god the father son and holy ghost who
art the very truth thyself that thou showestslowest me where silver and gold
is hidden 68

interpreting biblical passages to their advantage some adepts saw
themselves as having canonical sanction and called their instrument
jacob s rod after the patriarch s use ofmystical rods while breeding

laban s cattle 69

since a rod s wide ranging power might include healing an-
swering religious questions determining a suspect s criminality or
discovering lost articles salt licks underground water channels and
subterranean minerals some rods were impregnated with nails of
11gold silver iron copper lead tin and an amalgram to heighten
their sensitivity to buried treasure then whether the tool was so
adorned or not the practitioner grasped it in his hand palms facing
up and walked across the suspected treasure terrain waiting for the
rod to twist itself downward 70 occasionally there was some variation
of procedure one adept poised a straight rod on his forefinger
expecting the lure of gold or silver to destroy its equilibrium the
joseph smith letter to josiah stowell counseled the treasure seeker to
cleave the hazel stick lengthwise when laid parallel one inch apart
over a prospective site the two parts would draw and join together
again of themselves if actual treasure were present 71

peter oliver the future massachusetts chief justice found that
the divining rod exceeded what I1 had heard it could locate a
single dollar under ground at 60 or 70 feet distance & to a
quantity of silver at a miles distance 727 with the device s water
witching ability increasingly appreciated oliver s opinion was
widely shared from north to south from east to west claimed an
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early nineteenth century observer the divining rod has its advo-
cates men in various callings men above the reach of mean arts men
of the soundest judgment of large information and of the most
exemplary lives do not disown the art 737

A second treasure finding device used by some adepts was the
peep or seer stone whose acclaimed gifts excelled even those of

the divining rod such stones seemed to be everywhere and were of
every possible description A rochester new york practitioner
found his stone lying in a road the dazzling splendor of this three
or four inch piece of quartz caused him to fall down insensible 74

joseph smith s various stones reportedly included a smooth grey
egg shaped rock found in a neighbor s well a second which he
reportedly dug up near lake erie after espying it in his neighbor s

stone and still others collected from the mississippi river sands near
nauvoo illinois 75 edwin rushton exhumed his beautiful seer
stone clear as crystal after dreaming of it three times 767 others used
unearthed indian charms which were identified by a hole punctured
at one end of the stone 77 indeed there were green yellow white and
speckled stones opaque and polished stones and round and

oblong stones their only common quality was their unusual or
peculiar nature 7813orrowing7 borrowing on a long standing german tradi-

tion some american adepts even used mirrors 797

practitioners were literally seers that is lookers into the
stone an eyewitness described the process tim placed the dia-
mond for so we must term the seer stone in his cap put the cap
over his face in such a manner as to exclude every particle of light and
after a long and steady view moved the cap slowly away from his
face his gaze still fixed on the stone 80 with most village seers
requiring that the light be secluded this stone iinn the hat procedure
was standard by this method an adept could see within the stone
crystal a helpful spirit or the precise locality of the underground

81treasure
having determined the treasure site the seeker still had much to

do the astrologers with whom the country swarms at this time
noted benjamin franklin are often consulted about the critical
times for digging the methods of laying the spirit and the like
whimseys which renders them very necessary to and very much
caress d by the poor deluded money hunters 82

to assist their clients adepts taught the proper times and
seasons most believed that treasure digging prospered during the
summer months from midnight until sunrise the correct position of
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the zodiacal seven planets for instance a full moon was thought
best and the influence of the directional points of the compass
many adepts faced east while performing their ceremonials sol

sticesslices equinoxesequinoxequinoneses and special days such as shrove tuesday good
friday and st john s eve also played a role 83 none of this was
unique to money digging until the middle of the nineteenth
century and beyond americans typically consulted their ever
present almanac to plant crops shear sheep butcher livestock burn
weeds and bushes and even to wean their children all such daily
tasks must be done by seasonal and astrological routines that had
descended from time immemorial 84 it is interesting to note that
despite his slighting remarks about money digging benjamin
franklin published one of the most popular almanacs in colonial
america

while finding the right moment to dig was important the need
to circumvent the treasure s guardian was crucial like its old world
antecedents the american treasure keeper might be demonic or
divine 85 or it could be a cat dog snake or some other protecting
animal but generally the american treasure guardian was a mur-
dered youth or man whose body had been left with the buried
valuables to ensure their protection guardian indians were a fre-
quent motif while a murdered pirate often a black man because they
were believed to be the most honest protected captain kidd s

many trovescroves whatever their form they were bound to be clever
and if surviving folklore can be credited they were fearsome as well
they might appear on a black horse carrying their own head in their
lap or they might blow blue flames skyward as a warning to
encroaching diggers 868

the guardian had two main defenses first he might excite the
diggers to break the necessary silence A treasure hunter on maine s

jewell s island for instance saw a sow and her litter issue from the
excavation somehow he maintained his quiet until the animal bit his
leg and forced him to exclaim damn then according to the
story the pigs vanished the hole filled up and the treasure troversdrovers
found themselves sitting on the ledge with the incoming tide
lapping their feet 877 other tales were colorful variations on the same
theme As a digger was about to lift the treasure rock that sat atop the
deposit his crowbar slipped on a companion s foot his consequent
profanity brought a blazing twenty foot flame that prevented fur-
ther digging 88 while such lore persisted into the twentieth century
and lost nothing in the telling few contemporary accounts were
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without the diggers failure to maintain silence which invariably
resulted in the loss of the sought for prize

second the guardian could move the treasure about in one
repetitious account after another the diggers claimed to have found
their coin laden chest only to see or hear it rumble away A dream and
a divining rod located a treasure site for a respectable gentleman
living in tunbridge vermont after his men excavated a fifteen foot
square hole seven or eight feet deep six pumps were required to keep
the water out the treasure box proved to be a disappointment
there is not ten dollars apiece protested one of the company but

with silence broken the chest moved through the mud and was never
seen again 89 in another incident remembered years later martin
harris and porter rockwell early mormon converts broke off a piece
of a chest s lid before the box slid noisily away this fragment from
the chest was cherished as a relic for years 90 on other expeditions
some diggers even claimed to see the ground rise and fall as the
treasure moved away from them 91

probably no firsthand treasure account rivaled john nutt s

colorfully told story of a rochester new york dig guided by
hiram morre a learned treasure hunter of unknown origins a group
climbed cobb s hill nutt tried the ground with his magic
spear a pointed iron rod about seven feet long apparently striking
the top of a box he pierced the obstruction and as he moved the rod
about he heard the distinct rattle of coins the treasure hunters then
moved quickly

having speared the treasure it was his duty to hold the spear firm
while his comrades dug the box out not a word was spoken but picks
and shovels flew fast and a great hole was dug the spear and box sank
deeper but finally the box remained firm then the men reached
and uncovered it the box danced about and as the men seized
it one remarked we ve got it at last instantly the box was
wrenched from their hands and the party heard it move rattling away
into the hill some thirty feet or more the night was clear and starlit
but a great wind suddenly lifted all the men out of the pit and blew
them helter skelter in a heap in the corner of a fence some distance to
the southeastsouth east the hole dug that night can still be seen 92

the manual egyptian secrets had a remedy for these enchant
ments with the treasure rising nearly to ground level at the sun s

apogee clever diggers might construct a trench outside and below
the chest and approach it from underneath such a plan however ran
the risk of injuring the digger if the peripatetic chest moved down
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ward and fell upon him 93 other hunters used magic circles to break
the treasure s charm from antiquity men had used circles in their
devotions 94 and magicians particularly came to regard circles as
11 certain fortresses against demons 95 money diggers agreed they
encircled their pits to keep the devil out and to protect themselves
from the treasure guardian s machinations 96

the ritual of the treasure circle was complex usually an adept
made two circles in some cases three the larger one sometimes as
wide as fifty yards in diameter shielded workers from evil influence
while the smaller was apparently intended to prevent the treasure
from moving according to a vermont formula nine steel spikes
besmeared with fresh hen s blood and hog dung were placed at
locations on both circles with four reserved for the cardinal points of
the compass and another placed at the center directly above the prize
another adept who practiced in new england and later the ohio
river valley also used nine nails As he walked around the circle
reading raphael s exorcism of the devil from the apocrypha com-
panions dropped the nails at equal distances from the center 97

swords sacrifices and the bible also were used the common
european pattern placed the adept at the center of the treasure circle
sword or wand in hand where he observed planetary positions and
propitiated the treasure demons with old testament sacrifices 98

some of this practice apparently continued in america the expedi-
tion that young thurlow weed participated in sacrificed a black
cat 99 diggers in vermont and pennsylvania reportedly killed dogs at
treasure sites while in jefferson and ontario counties new york
they scandalized some of their neighbors by immolatingimmo lating sheep 100 As
the sole exception to the rule of silence the officiator invoked the
treasure demons by name and sometimes read from the scriptures and
the hymnal or intoned a prayer from the often used sixth and seventh
books ofofmosesbosesmosesbosas 101

IV

As with most folkwaysfolkways the full depth and extent of this activity
can only be surmised yet money digging with its fascination with
ancient races mysterious spaniards and pirates seers magical rods
and stones and of course enchanted treasure was clearly more than a
passing or isolated phenomenon in some areas the practice especially
prospered philadelphia for instance earned the reputation as a
money digging center early in the eighteenth century 10 there
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great numbers of honest artificersArtificers and labouringlabouring peo-

ple voluntarily endure abundance of fatigue in a fruitless search
after imaginary hidden treasure complained franklin in 1729
they wander thro the woods and bushes by day to discover the

marks and signs andland at midnight they repair to the hopeful spot
with spades and pickaxesPickaxes 103

such activity inspired thomas forrest s satirical drama the
disappointment or the force of credulity 176717 67 written in part to

1

put a stop if possible to the foolish and pernicious practice of
searching after supposed hidden treasure the play might have
become the first american written drama staged by an american
professional company instead it never opened richard swan a
prominent philadelphia hatter whose money digging the play sati
rizedprized reportedly warned that if the drama were performed it might
begin a comedy but he would make it end in a tragedy while
the disappointment burlesqued many money digging ideas and prac-
tices a modern critic believed that swan and his friends were perhaps
too sensitive in their opposition the play s money digging dupes
are not fools he observed they are merely typical 104

the dutch community on the lower hudson shared the money
digging excitement washington irving remembered a boyhood
filled with pirates ghosts smugglers and buried money he
placed these tales and traditions in the money diggers 18218255 the best
fictional compendium of treasure lore of the time on three succes-
sive nights wolfert webber a worthy burgher and scion of one of
new amsterdam s first settlers dreamt of buried treasure since a
dream three times repeated was never known to lie webber
assumed that his fortune was made however to ensure his success
he obtained the help of dr knipperhausenKnipperhausen a high german doctor
with a reputation for astrology alchemy and divination arriving at
the treasure site the two men with their several companions divined
the chest s precise location drew a protecting circle and read latin
and german conjurationsconjugations but with spades striking against the
treasure chest webber predictably uttered a silence breaking excla-
mation which quickly produced the pirate guardian s grim visage
and a train of threatening demons irving s summary statement was
noncommitalnoncommittalnoncom mital whether any treasure was ever actually buried at that
place or whether it still remains there under the guardianship of
gnomes and spirits until it shall be properly sought for is all matter
of conjecture 105
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new england also was a center for digging the treasure cata-
logue of silas hamilton a longtime massachusetts citizen before his
move to vermont listed the rumors of his old neighborhood of the
forty one locations that can now be identified massachusetts had
twenty eight sites connecticut eight and new york three proba-
bly reflecting the prevailing pirate craze about half lay close to the
sea or a navigable river the boston salem area alone having nine
but central massachusetts was also reputed to be rich in treasure
there inin a vertical belt running parallel to the connecticut river
hamilton noted over fifteen locations though interior regions some-
times contained mines rather than the more easily accessible chests
tankardstankards and hogsheadshogsheads of coin that characterized the coastal

106areas
vermont s embrace of the cunning arts probably exceeded any

other region while massachusetts and connecticut permit no
witch to live wrote poet john G C brainard

with more of hardihood and less of grace
vermont receives the sisters gray and lean
allows each witch her airy broomstick race

0 er mighty rocks and mountains dark with green
where tempests wake their voice and torrents roar between 10707

many green mountain men agreed judge daniel pierce thompson
whose melodramatic may martin or the money diggers 18551818353 5 passed
through at least fifty editions observed that money digging seers
with the faculty of discovering things hidden or unknown to
them prevailed to some extent in many parts of this country
nor has this alleged faculty in 185211852 by any means wholly
ceased 108 the editor of the montpelier watchman was more enthusi-
astic we do not hesitate to declare our belief that digging for
money is the most certain way of obtaining it 109log1

the vermont money digging region lay along the spine of the
green mountains within this area twenty seven towns or a tenth of
vermont s communities dug for treasure with rural areas also join-
ing the pursuit 110noiioilo here money digging was very common and was
considered an honorable and profitable employment indeed the
watchman claimed it could name at least five hundred respectable
men who do in the simplicity and sincerity of their hearts verily
believe that immense treasures lie concealed in the green mountains
many of whom have been industriously and perseveringly engaged in
digging it up 111
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As vermont s early nineteenth century emigration swept into
upstate new york the money digging frenzy came with it such
superstition was frequent in the new settlements one of james
fenimore cooper s characters in the pioneers 1823 acknowl-
edged 112 there were in fact reports of treasure hunting in northern
new york in herkimer jefferson monroe onondaga ontario and
wayne counties and in the southern part of the state in broome
chenangoChenango otsego schoharie and tioga counties 113 some digging
was intensive guy markham recalled that nearly every hill and
gully in rush township was searched for gold 114 the palmyra
reflector labeled the new york money hunting mania men and
womenwomen without distinction of age or sex became marvellously wise
in the occult sciences many dreamed and others saw visions disclos-
ing to them deep in the bowels of the earth rich and shining

115treasures

V

generalizing about america s diggers for wealth is difficult
evidence is limited and impressionistic generally hostile and heav-
ily drawn from the limited perspectives of folklore literature and
local histories written long after the fact yet whether on the
atlantic seaboard or in the lake country of new york the diggers
shared several tendencies clearly they came from a representative
social spectrum franklin described those in philadelphia as honest
craftsmen and laborers while forrest s satire was aimed at several
money digging tradesmen A similar pattern prevailed in vermont
silas hamilton was a leading land and office holder ofofwhitinghamwhitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham
vermont 116n the nathaniel wood family celebrated diggers in
middletown vermont had some of the best minds the town ever
had and enjoyed the reputation of upbuildingbuildingup any community in
which they resided 117 the upstate new york diggers were undoubt-
edly agrarian probably no different inin social profile from their
neighborhood at large

the treasure hunters had a penchant for organization probably
most digging was an informal neighborhood affair but occasionally
expeditions and companies were organized for specific purposes
the smith company sought treasure in wayne and ontario counties
while the rival rochester company tried to wrest from joseph smith
his golden plates 118 there were even more ambitious enterprises A
seer s vision of buried west indian gold stimulated yankee enterprisenterprise
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ers to form a company while in 1825 northern pennsylvania diggers
formally agreed to share their profits with the widow of oliver
harper a wealthy man who had reportedly invested two thousand
dollars in the initial stages of the venture 119 however the bristol
vermont dig was probably one the largest capitalized projects
promising local investors a hundred dollars for every dollar invested
a canadian entrepreneur and treasure hunter simeon corsercorset raised
and spent ten thousand dollars at the hell s halfacrehalf acre diggings 120

none of this apparently was exceptional according to charles
skinner some money digging promoters secured salaries as officers
of digging companies and thereby gained the only tangible results
that ever came from such enterprises 121

the diggers motives were mixed A major concern of course
was the securing of wealth rumors constantly circulated about a
hunter s smiling fortune which excited still others to further dig-
ging joseph smithssmiths family reportedly found such miscellaneous
objects as a cannon ball a cache ofgold watches and according to the
viewpoint of some of their neighbors the golden plates which
produced the book of mormon 122 the town of rochester talked
about tim alienallenailen s discovery of several golden wedges 123 vermont s

rumors were more bold one determined vermont digger supposedly
found enough wealth to build a house for himself and construct a
roadside inn while another was claimed to have unearthed fifty
thousand dollars 12412

these reports however were the exception to the general rule
the prize was almost always lost due to the lack of proper technique
misfortune or insufficient personal sanctification the popular
view of the treasure hunter observed a historian of the vermont
diggings is that he is not a praiseworthy industrious type but rather
is the kind of person who expects something for nothing this is a
half truth for while the treasure hunter the supreme optimist may
hope for large and immediate rewards as indeed do most of the rest of
us in actuality the ratio of hard work to compensation among these
individuals must be one of the most lopsided in labor history 125

As in europe american money digging obviously involved
more than the quest for wealth its old testament images and
ceremonial rituals were appealing while at a deeper level of human
consciousness its caves circles dreams 11 gold and sacri-
fices were the kind of universal symbols that carl G jung described
as profoundly religious archetypes 12612 occasionally this other-
worldly content of treasure hunting became explicit in 1800
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nathaniel wood a lapsed congregational minister from norwich
connecticut formed a congregation at middletown vermont
which used the divining rod for religious purposes wood s rodsmenrodsman
dug for treasure to finance the new jerusalem they also used their
hazel rods in church meetings as revelatory devices to prove the need
for angelic messengers the pauline spiritual gifts modern day tem-
ple building the gathering of israel from the prevailing gentile
culture the restoration of primitive christianity and a millennial-
ism that was scheduled to climax on 14 january 1801 when the
excitement of that day came and passed wood and many of his
followers moved to jefferson county new york 127117

upstate new york saw a similar mingling of treasure hunting
with traditional religion using an eighteen year old minister s son
for their adept the money diggers at rose wayne county new
york held mystic meetings prior to their digs employed a week
long prayer vigil and pledged a part of their treasure for charitable
purposes however their repeated failures to find buried money
caused dissension and produced a church court during which the
minister and his son summoned the spirits of several biblical
prophets the affair disintegrated when the spirit of samuel the
prophet finally confessed to being a devilish impostor 128

mormonism was also born within an upstate new york matrix
that combined new england folk culture with traditional religion
joseph smith s family and many of his early new york converts were
both treasure diggers and fervent religionists but there is evidence
that the smiths were not always comfortable mixing the two at
young joseph s 1818262 6 money digging trial his father was reported to
have claimed that both he and his son were mortified that this
wonderful seericlseericseerifeericseericcl power which god had so miraculuslymiraculously
given to joseph smith jr should be used only in search of
filthy lucre instead of looking for mere earthly treasures joseph
smith sr trusted that the son of righteousness would some day
illumine the heart of the boy and enable him to see his will
concerning him 129

probably the quality which most distinguished the american
treasure digger was his acceptance of the old cultural system that
rapidly was passing into obsolescence almost from the founding of
america s first settlements many community leaders rejected money
digging seventeenth century puritan clerics such as cotton mather
andjohnandyjohnand john hale called the wise men devils priests and prophets and
their practices witchcraft 150130 following european practice the
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clergy s longstandinglong standing opposition was given the force of law A new
york statute for example enjoined all jugglers and all persons
pretending to have skill in physiognomy palmistry or like crafty
science or pretending to tell fortunes or to discover where lost goods
may be found 131 while observed lightly or more often in the breach
joseph smith was tried at least once for his money digging but was
apparently neither fined nor imprisoned 132 such laws and the cleri-
cal animosity that lay behind them created in the minds of many
educated men and women a dark and unsavory image of money
digging that often became caricature

american literature reinforced this tendency while admitting a
local adept s singularly correct hits and confessing a qualified belief
in paranormal phenomena daniel thompson nevertheless drew his
may martin money digging characters in tones of fraud and criminal-
ity 133153 nathaniel hawthorne s peter goldthwaite s treasure told
the story of a deranged digger whose obsessive search for hidden
treasures caused him to dismantle his own home and the seers in
solomon spaulding s the manuscript found a romance written in the
early nineteenth century but not published until 1886 were unquali-
fiedly evil 13413 whether in the poetry of john G C brainard the
humorous sketches of washington irving or the satires of franklin
and forrest the result was uniformly the same though money
digging like any human endeavor offered much to scorn and even to
pity the belles lettres of the period conveyed the prevailing values of
the intellectual elite by treating the money digger in overblown and
often unjustified images

with educated americans increasingly arrayed against them
money diggers displayed remarkable tenacity while seventeenth
century records are sparse and at best suggestive ample evidence
exists that many nineteenth century americans dug for treasure the
practice was particularly strong in such areas as vermont and upstate
new york where severe social dislocation rapid cultural change
and religious experimentation seemed to give the old culture an
extended life 135155 indeed in ways that are yet to be explored money
digging may have influenced two of the nineteenth century s major
social and religious movements mormonism and spiritualism its
touch on american society was not light

folklorist harry hyatt observed that treasure hunting is some-
thing more than monetary value it is a part of eternal hope a
mystical quest the satisfaction of an unfulfilled dream 13136 magical
treasure hunting was something more it was part of the culture and
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religion of the folk for people who were untutored in the emerging
new science it helped to give their everyday life meaning theirs was
the higher and hidden truth a blend of humankind s deep myths

and christian ideas the old way that eventually faltered before the
onslaught of modern science and the triumph of a new world view
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1956 62 63 sigmund mowinckel the copper scroll an apocryphonapocryphon55 journal of biblical
literature 7166 wl19 5 7 22616 1 656 5

ar6rR campbell thompson ed semitic magic its origins and development london luzac & co
1908621908 62

hoffmann7hoffmann kraKrskrayerLyery schatzhanaworter&uchdesdeutschenaberglaubensschatz handworterbuch desdas deutschen aberglaubens 10 vols berlin walter
dedegruyrer&cogruyter & co 1935 36367567 710021002 1011 12 stith thompson motif indexindexoffolkof folk literature 5 vols
bloomington indiana univ press 1932 36 51105 110liollo 19 while no comprehensive survey of these

motifs has been undertaken clearly they extended beyond the near east and europe for instance
mircea eliade inin the forge and the crucible trans stephen corrincornn 2dad ed chicago univ of chicago
press 195619561 54 5555 finds some of these themes inin ancient malay mining

hoffmann krayer schatz 71002 3 1014 grimm teutonic mythology 3970 71

415954 1595 96
9fourfoarfour treatises oftheoprastusoftheoprastustheorTheoprustusrastusfastus von hohenheithohenheimHohen heim called paracelsus book IV A book on nymphs sylphysylphs

pygmies and Salamanders and on the other spirits ed and trans henry E sigerist baltimore johns
hopkins press 1941 220 251 52 grillot de divrygivry witchcraft magic and alchemy trans
J courtenaycounenayCounenay locke boston houghtonHoughron mifflin company 1931 315

lo lohoffmannhoffmann krayer schatz 710047 1004 grimm teutonic mythology 3975973 9711 charles R beard the
romance oftreasureof treasure trove london sampson low marston & co 1933 16 18 benjamin thorpe
northern mythology comprising the principal popular traditions and superstitions of scandinavia north
germany andthe netherlands 3 vols london edward lumley 1851 52 226322652 263265

iihoffmann krayer schatz 71005 8 grimm teutonic mythology 3974 75 41598
sirjamesSisir jamesrJames george frazer the golden bough 12 vols reprint new york st martin s press reprint
1966 11671167287287 898929129 1

12sirsir walter scott letters on demonology and witchcraft new york J and J harper 183118318511
128 29 295 goethe inserted a direct petition to the elemental spirits inin the famous conjuring scene of
faust 1 iiiliililin
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first to encounter the beast

the words of the four be addressed
salamander shine glorious
wave undine as bidden
sylph be thou hidden
gnome be laborious

who knows not their sense
these elements

their properties
and power not sees
no mastery he inherits
over the spirits

trans bayard taylor boston houghton mifflin and company 1870 52

13arthur edward waite the occult sciences A compendium of transcendental doctrine and experiment
london kegan paul trench trubner & co 1891 lonion grimm teutonic mythology 39713 971
reginald scot discoveriesdiscoverieDiscoverie of witchcraft london 1584 reissued inin facsimile by da capo press new
york 1971 404 5 411 12 415 417 425 beard romance odtheoftheofthetreasuretrovetreasure trouetrove 22 23 48 56

14 hoffmann krayer schatz 7 101011lollloli11

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic london weidenfeld and nicolson 19711971

232352555 37 442 43 john brand observations on popular antiquities chiefly illustrating the origin of our
vulgar customs ceremonies and superstitions london chattochatto&wmdus& windus 1913 761

6thomas religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 234 3355
17for example georgius agricolaAgncolacoia de re metallicsmetallicaMet allica trans herbert clarkdarkoark hoover and lou henry

hoovernewyorkhoover new york dover publications 1950 388 411 weighed evidence andargumentsand arguments for the use of
mining rods but remained skeptical

8eliade8eliadeellade forgeandtheforge and rhethe crucible especially 56 both eliade and C G jung psychology andalchemyand alchemy

ad2d ed trans RRFCF C hull princeton NJN J princetonpnncetonunivuniv press 1968 argue a similar thesis for
alchemy in their viewview the alchemists gold seeking was often subordinated to inward religious
purification inin a riterite that was essentially nonrational

9thomasbthomas9thomas religion andandthedeclinethe decline ofmagicof Magic 268 69 incidents of cunning men ibid 177 245
248 repertoire of activity ibid 177 78 jon butler inin magic astrology and the early american
religious heritage 317 46 similarly defines religion at the root of the wisewise man s efforts

20 thomas religion and the decline of magic 271 72 scot discoveriesdiscoverieDiscoverie of witchcraft 454511 lynn
thorndike A historyhwwyhawy ofmagicofmagicandexperimentalscienceand experimental science during the firstfirstthirteenthirteen centuries olourofour era 22volskvolsvolsvois
new york columbia univ press 1964 13401 340540 42 344544344degivryde givrydivry witchcraft magic and alchemy

95 9797100100loo
2albertuswalbertusalbenus magnus egyptian secrets or white and black art for man and beast apnpN p 1880518803

iiiiu iviv the formulae for neutralizing the black arts were themselves grim for instanceinstance when illicitly
charmed by a temptress such a person must put a pair of shoes on and walk therein until his feet

perspire but must walk fast so that the feet do not smell badly then take offtheoff the right shoe drink some
beer or winewine out of this shoe and he will from that moment lose all affection for her ibid 55

athe2thethe sixth andseventhand seventh books ofmosesof mostsmosesmoles los angeles llewellyn publications 1938
23 thomas religion and the decline of magic 269 deedeess contemporary sir walter raleigh also

believed inin a compound of magic and religion magic he argued isis the art of worshippingworshipping god
ibid 268 69

24gen 44544 5 15 Uojosephuosephdosephseph ex 4204 20 141614 16 17517 5 moses ex 797 9 12 15 20 858 5 16 18 aaron
ex 283028 30 and lev 888 8 urimunmarim and thummimThum mim

25the classic statements of the old viewview are sir james george frazer the golden bough introintro
stanley edgar hyman new york limited editions club 1970 840 414 1 andandbromslawmalmowskibronislaw malinowski
magic science andreligionand religion ed robert redfield garden city NYN Y doubleday anchor books 1954
88 for current treatment see david E aune magic inin early christianity inin AuaustingaufstiegaustiegautAufstieg Niedergangundniedergangund
derdefderromischenweltRomischen weitweltweir new york walter de gruyter 1980 215072 1507 57 which isis a particularly helpful
discussion of the issuesissues and literature this viewview isis also expressed inin the more imaginative morton
smithsmithjesusjerusjesus the magician new york harper & row 1978 69 in this paper I1 use the terms magic and
religion as differing tendencies within the same general human response the quest for an ideal life
premised inin the belief of superhuman powers and beings

16charles M skinner myths ansandandlegendslegends olourofour own land 2 vols philadelphia J B lippincott
companycompany 1896 22782 278

7ibidbibidibid 22792 279 283 84 and franklin B hough A history oastofst lawrence and franklin counties
new york albany littlelittie & co 185185318553 108 9
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pomeroy tucker origin rise and progress ofofmormonismofmormomsmMormonism new york D appleton and company
1867 34 orasmus turner history odtheof the pioneer settlement of Phelps and Gocarbarnsrhams purchase and morrismomsboasnorris
reserve rochester NYN Y william allingailing 1851 216 edward stevenson reminiscences of ofjosephjoseph the

prophet andtheandthecomingforthofcoming forth odtheofthethe book ofmormonof mormon salt lake city bybytheauthorthetheAuthorauthor 1893 13 thevisitorthe visitor
or monthly instructor for 1841 london religious tract society 18411841 636301eaoleoie A jensen testimony
given to ole A jensen by martin harrishams july 1875 p 3 library archives historical department
the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah hereafter cited as LDS church
archives

9louisealouise9 louise wells murray A history of old tioga point and early athens pennsylvania athens pa

NPN p 1908 61 64 and carl carmer the susquehanna new york rinehart and company 1955
18

30carmer30carmer susquehanna 18 pamela gee the money diggings of pocock vermont history 28
october 1960 330250202 8 franklin S harvey the money diggers the true story of buried treasure inin

bristol vermont brattleboroBratt leboro ver stephen greene press 1970 18 george H harris myths of
onondafononda MS c 1887 rochester historical society rochester new york

haroidharold W thompson body boots and britches philadelphia J B lippincott co 1940
300 301

3harrisbharrishams myths ofonondaofOof nonda 12 13 18 19

nellnelineil burkhart lehman the life ofjohnofjohn murray spear spiritualism and reform inin antebellum
america phdph D diss department of history ohio state univ 1973 155 68 and ernest joseph
isaacs A history of ofnineteenthnineteenth century american spiritualism as a religious and social movement
phdph D diss department of history univ of wisconsin 1975 249 54 another source has the
spiritualistsspiritualisrs describing the kiantonianskianromansKianklantomansromans as a prehistoric web footed race arch merrill shadows on the

wall new york american book stratford press 195 am1mP 141 144
34 E D howehoweafomwmj2i7w&pamesvilleohiomormonism unavailedunvailed painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio E D howe 1834 187187233237233235255 237 38
35thethe spanish impact on american literary culture isis usually treated as beginning inin the first

decades of the nineteenth century but if money digging isis an accurate gauge itsits influence on the
everyday american must have begun much earlier see stanley T williams the spanish background of
american literature 2 vols new haven conn yale univ press 1955195 5 13 23 36 the
english american fascination isis also documented by the repeated issuing of thomas gages travels inin the
new world this expose of alleged spanish cruelty anddepravityand depravity received editions inin 1648 1655
1677 1699 1702 17171111 andind an american printing inin 1717585 8

36harvey money diggers gee money diggings of pocock 302 8 stephen greene money
diggers vermont life 24 autumn 1969 46 51 AslaasiaaslateasAs lateteasas 1934 there was digging at the bristol site

37 greene money diggers 49 W storrs lee the green mountains ofvermontofvermont new york henry
holt and company 19519555 165 66 harvey money diggers ixix

380liver380oliverliverilver cowdery letter VIII satterdaylatterdaylatterLattlafterlaffererDayday saints messenger and advocate 181182isais11835 201 and lucy
mack smith biographicalbiographicalsketchessketches of Joseph smith the prophet liverpool S W richards 18185318555 3 9 1inn

39skinner myths and legends olourofourof ouyouroar own land 22290290 93
40for instanceinstance treasure was sought inin the house formerly owned by sir francis drake see thomas

religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 331717 18
41 history oftheodtheof the divining rod with the adventures ofanafanofan old rodsman unitedstatesUnited States magazine

anddemocraticaudandgud democratic review 26march26 march 1850 221 low skinner myths andlegendsdmdand legends olourofourof ourouf own land 121321513

277 main and veale harrishams myths ofonondaofOof nonda 44 lake ontario pirates
42johnjohn F watson annals of philadelphia and pennsylvania inin the olden time 2 vols

philadelphia bybytheauthorthetheAuthorauthor 1844 22222 222 23
43 ibid 219 20 william M mervine pirates and privateers inin the delaware bay and river

pennsylvaniapenn7lvania magazine ofhistoryof history and biography 32 1908 463
benjamin franklin the busybodybusy body no 8 27 march 1729 reprinted inin thepapersthe papers of bentaminbenjaminofbenjaminbenhamin

franklin ed leonard W labaree new haven conn yale univ press 1959 11371 137157 according to
marginal notes of the manuscript a portion of the article was written by breitnalbrentnalBreit nal As a youth
franklin himselfwashimself was enough taken with the blackbeardblackboard myth to have composed and published a sailors

song4celebratingsong celebrating blackbeardblackboard s capture see watson annals of ofphiladelphiaphiladelphia and andpennsylvaniapennsylvania 222 21111 12

skinner myths and legends olourofourof ourouf own land 22672 267 and richard M DorsdorsonjonathanDorsonorloiiori jonathan draws the
long bow cambridge harvard univ press 1946 174 76

4 autobiography6autohiography ofthurlowof Thurlow weed ed harriet A weed boston houghton mifflin and company
1883718831885 7

47haroldaharoldHarolharoidharoldwdWW thompson body boots and britches 20
48greene money diggers 5500
49dorsonjonathanDorsonorson jonathan draws the long bow 176 and A history odtheoftheof the divining rod 223
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50aaronaanonaaron C willey observations on magical practices medical repository 2 1816 378 80 earl
W hayter the troubled farmer 1850 1900 rural adjustment to industrialism dekalb northern
illinois univ press 1968 6 7

arthuraarthurbArthurBB deming naked truths about mormonism january 1888 22williamhwilliam H kelley the
hill cumorah and the book of mormon saintsheraldSaintsHerald 28 1I1 june 1881 163 165 167

52watson annals ofof philadelphia and pennsylvania 12731 275273 74
53johnjohn greenleaf whittier the supernaturalism of new england ed edward wagenknecht nor7nortnoranor-

man univ of oklahoma press 1969 84 85 87 10101loi1
541141141bidibidbidgid 85
55juliusjuilus55julius friedrichFriednch sachse the german pietists of provincial pennsylvania philadelphia by the

author 1895 4 5 7 8 73 109 111 watson annals ofphiladelphia andpennsylvaniaandpennsylvania 1267 68
leventhal in the shadow ofodtheoftherhethe enlightenment 108 9 118 19 carsten E seecamp inin the chapter of
perfection A neglected influence on george lippard pennsylvania magazine of history and biography
94 april 1970 192 212 argues that kelpiuskerpius and his brotherhood affected the nineteenth century
popular novelist george lippard

56while many of the sources that describe youngjosephyoung joseph smiths money digging carry unmistakable
bias and give the details of widespread folk practices he himself may not have used they are too
numerous and diverse inin origin to be dismissed out ofhand as anti mormon untruthsuntruths for a sampling of
the many that could be cited see howe mormonism unavailedunvailed deming naked truths about mormonism

2 emily blackman history of susquehanna county pennsylvania philadelphia claxtonClax tonron remsen &
haffelfinger 1873 577 82 statement of joseph smith sr inin W D purple joseph smith the
originator of mormonism chenangoChenango new york union 2 may 1877 history of seneca co new york

philadelphia everts ensign & everts 1876 129 A document discovered utah christian
advocate 2 january 1886 1

57samuel G drake Aannals of witchcraft inin new england and elsewhere inin the united states boston
npapN p 1869 xiv alvixlvi

58ohnjohngG C brainardBramard the poems ofjohnofjornjohn G C brainard A new andauthenticand authentic collection hartford
conn S andrus and son 1849 189 new london dorson A history of the divining rod 222
maine W H mclntoshmcintosh history ofolwayneofwaynewayne county new york philadelphia everts ensign & everts
1877 155 rose amboy illinoisillinoisjournaljournal 30 april 1879 susquehanna gee money diggings of
pocock 305 bristol harvey money diggers 17 19 3311 jim smith money madness A story of
buried treasure inin vermont panorama burlingtonsBurlingtons magazine of current interests april 1949 4 5

clarkjillson59ciarkjillsonClark jillson green leavesfromleavestromleduesleaves tromfromtron whittinghamwhitinghamWhit ingham vermont A history odtheoftheof fhethe town worcester mass by
the author 1894 115 19

6oaccordingaccording to the article three man myth & magic an illustrated encyclopedia odtheoftheof fhethe supernatu-
ral ed richard cavendish 24 vols new york marshall cavendish corporation 1970 21283221 28322852
medieval christian numerologists remarked on variousvarious uses of 3 as a number of completeness inin the

new testament including the 3 gifts of the magi to the infant jesus the 3 temptations inin the
wilderness the 3 denials of christ by peter the 3 falls on the road to golgotha the 3 days between
christs crucifixion and resurrectionresurrection and the 3 appearances of the risenrisen christ to his disciples these
could all be taken as foreshadowingsforeshadowings or reflections of the trinity these scriptural examples hardly
suggest how deeply involved the ratifying number three isis inin many aspects ofwestern life including itsits
common use inin nursery rhymes the legislative requirement to read and pass prospective laws three
timestimes and ofcourse the idiom the third timetime isis the charm the three dream motif is also preserved
inin twentieth century pennsylvania dutch folklore see dutch folk beliefs pennsylvania dutchman 5

june 1953 12
sarahasarahjSarahJJ hale traits ofamericanof american life philadelphia E L carry and A hart 1835 104 5 110
62 louis C jones things that go bump inin the night new york hill and wang 1959 102 3
63george W walter the lost treasure of the oneidas new york folklore quarterly 3 autumn

1947 252 54
A benjamin silliman the divining rod americanjournalamerican journal ofscienceof science andartesandartsaudand arts I111I1 october 1826

202 209 waite occult sciences 15151lyliyl1 emelyn E gardner folklore from the schohariesrbSchoraneohane hills new york
annannarborarbor univ ofmichigan press 193748 49n dorson A history ofthe divining rod 218

65thesehese procedures were longstandinglong standing old world customs see frazer golden bough 116711 67 69
292911 that they endured inin america isis documented from surviving folklore and by custom ofcalling the
instruments st john s rods frederick starr some pennsylvania german loreloie journal ofamericanof american
folklorefolk lore 4 1891 323 letitia wrenshall incantations and popular healing inin maryland and
pennsylvania journal ofofamericanamerican folklorefolk lore 15 1902 27 1labbyabby maria hemenway vermont historical
gazetteer A magazine embracing a history of each town 5 vols claremont NHN H claremont
manufacturing company 187711877 5813381358153 813815

66starr66Starr some pennsylvania german lore 323
7wrenshall6wrenshall incantations and popular healing 272711
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68aibertusalbertus magnus egyptian secrets 76
69gengen 303730 37 43 while the dowsing techniques of the european and american rodsman seem-

ingly began inin the late middle ages many claimed that such passages as hosea 4124 12 Ps 1253125 3 num
17 20920 9 11 and ez 2212112 1 gave them sanctionsanction jacobs rod trans T W N p 1

70jacobs70jacobsrodJacobs rodros 7 history of the divining rod 221818 331951919 3321sachse3212 1 sachse german pietists ofprokncialof provincial

pennsylvania 112 13 the use of nails was reserved apparently for mineral treasure
7dorsonjonaihandorson jonathan draws the long bow 180 joseph smith to josiah stowell 18 june 1825

printed inin church news section deseret news 12 may 1985 the authenticity oftheodtheof the smith letter isis
currently inin question

72 leventhal in the shadow odtheoftheof fhethe enlightenment 114 15

73silliman73silliman divining rod 203
74harris myths ofonondaofOnonda 27
75forfor a sampling of the sometimessometimes incongruous sources dealing with joseph smith s stones see

statement ofbrighamBrighamof young thomas bullockminutesbullock minutes 30 september 1855 thomas bullock papers
LDS church archives statement of brigham young I111I1 september 1859 inin wilford woodruffewoodruffs
journal 1833 1898 9 vols ed scott G kenney midvale utah signature books 1983 85

558253825 382582 83 statement ofofwofaW R hine inin deming naked truths about mormonism january 18818855 2

purple joseph smith the originator of ofmormonismmormonism
767 edward rushtonbushton testimony of seer stone finding nauvoo untitled and undated type-

scriptscript LDS church archives
77 hosea stout on the mormon frontier the diary ofhoseaof hoteahoseahasea stout 1844 1861 ed juanita brooks 2

vols salt lake city univ of utah press 1964 162n1 62 n journal of priddy meeks utah historical
quarterly 10 january october 1942 180

78seesee for instance daniel P thompson may martin andOther tales odtheof teethe green mountains boston
sanborn carter bazin & co 1852 46 47n 49 george W cowles ed landmarks of wayne
county new york syracuse NYN Y D mason & company publishers 1895 411 12 mcintoshmclntosh
history olwayneofwayneof wayne county 151555 lucy mack smith biographical sketches of ofjosephjoseph smith 109

79annann hark erdspiegelErdspiegel mystery american german review 7 june 1941 9 11

oharrisharris myths of onondafononda 11

8statementsstatements of isaac butts and lorenzo saunders inin deming naked truths about mormonism 2

daniel P thompson may martin 46 47n dorson jonathan draws the long bow 180 for an early
twentieth century study of ofcrystalcrystal gazing that noted the need for darkness during the use oftheodtheof the stone or
crystal see frederic W H myers human personality and its survival ofbodilyof bodily death 2 vols 1903

reprint new york arno press 1975 12371 237257
82 papers of ofbenjaminbenjamin franklin 11371 137157 38
13many of these motifs are listed inin stith thompson motif index offolkof folifolkfork literature 117 also see

albertus magnus egyptian secrets 16 7676frazerfrazer goldengoldenboughbough 10 160 61 116711 67 69 287 290 9911
jillson green leavestromleavesfromleaves from wittinghamwhttinghamwhitinghamWhitingham vermont 121211 andrew barton thomas forrest the disappoint-
ment or the force of ofcredulitycredulity ed david mays gainesville univ presses of florida 1976 88

84 hayter troubledtroubledfarmerFarmerearmerF armer 7 8 267n edward eggleston the transit ofcivilizationfromof civilization tromfrom england
to america inin the seventeenth century new york D appletonApp letonleron and company 1901 5 6 medical
repository 3 1812 183 84 377 82 D G brinton reminiscences of pennsylvania folklorefolk lore
journal ofamericanof american folklorefolk lore 5 july september 1892 177 85 andrew beer inin beers calendar or the

uticaalmanackuricautica Almanachmanack for the yearyearofourlordolourofour lord 1824 utica NYN Y william williams 1825182311823 I apnpn p claimed
that the secret of destroying a weed consistsconsists inin cutting off the plant near the ground at the change of
the moon or at the new moon as near the change as possible inin june or july

85papers85 papers of Benjamin franklin 1 137 waynewaynesentinelsentinel 27 december 1825 leventhal inintheshadowInthetaetherae shadow
odtheoftheof the enlightenment 116 barnes frisbie the history ofmiddletownof Middletown vermont middletownMiddlemiddie townrown springs P
middletown springs historical society 1975 photocopy of 1867 edition 48

868 gerard T hurley buried treasure tales inin america western folklore 10 july 1951
200 202 jones things that go bump inin rhethethenightnight 99 102 3 wheaton P webb witches inin the
cooper country new york folklore quarterly I11 february 1945 19 skinner myths andlegendsand legends ofourolourof ourouf
ownownland2land 2268268 7711 A document discovered utah christian advocate 2 january 1886 1 dorson
jonathan draws the long bow 174 harvey money diggers 19 hough history of ofjeffersonjefferson county
157 58

8dorsondorson jonathan draws the long bow 174 757 5

webb witches inin the cooper country 19 for other examples oftheodtheof the need to maintain silence
see hurley buried treasure tales inin america 203

890ntarioontario repository and messenger 9 february 1825 and wayne sentinel 16 february 1825 the
accounts were originally printed inin the windsor veiyeiveryermontVermontvermontjournalmont journal 17 january 1825
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jensen testimony apparently the same incident is confirmed by brigham young journal of
discourses 26 vols london latter day saintsbooksaints book depot 1854 86 1937 39 who clearly believed
the recital

9dorsondorson jonathan draws the long bow 184
92harris myths ofofOogo060nonda 20 2211 for a sampling ofotherofother accounts of treasure moving and at

times rumbling through the earth see wayne sentinel 27 december 1825 dorsonjonathandorson jonathan draws the
long bow 182 dorson A history of the divining rod 320 2211 skinner myths and legends ofourolourof ourouf
own land 2270 7711 jones things that go bump in the night 103 144 frederic G mather the
earleariearly days of Mormonism lippincottsLippincotts magazine of ofpopularpopular literature andscienceaudanddud science 26 1880 200

albertus3albertuswalbertus magnus egyptian secrets 18 19
94hugh nibley the early christian prayer circle brigham young university studies 19 fall

1978 41 78 joseph gaer in the legend odtheoftheof rhethe wanderingjewwandering jemjew new york mentor books 1961 88
reports the story of honi allegedly a great essene teacher his goodness and piety were such that
whatever he prayed for was fulfilled and this is how he prayed he would draw a circle on the ground
then step into its center within the circle he prayed and prayed vowing not to leave its boundaries
until his prayers were granted he never prayed for himself nor did he ever pray for anythingbutsideanything outside the
bounds of god s mercy he prayed for rain hehc prayed for health he prayed for peace but he never
prayed that a curse befall anyone not even on the cruellestcruel lest enemy because his prayers were always
granted he gained the reputation ofaofa miracle worker and he was nicknamed the circle maker

95 francis barrett the magus london lackington alienallenailen and company 18011801 book 2105 see
also collin de plancy Dictiondictionaryazyaty of Demonology trans wade baskin new york philosophical library
1965 112 and de givrydivry witchcraft magic andalchemyand alchemy 104

96mc9 mclntoshmcintoshintosh history of ofwaynewayneolwayne county 155 also see eric maple treasure magic man myth and
magic 212870 7711

97dorson A history oftheodtheof the divining rod 225jillson225 Jillson green leadesleavesleavesfromleavestromeromfrom whittinghamwhitinghamWhit ingham vermont
119

98maple treasure magic 212870 7711
weed autobiography 7

100jimjim smith money madness 4 5 vermont blackman history of susquehanna county
pennsylvania 580 pennsylvania hough A history of pfjeffersonjefferson county 157 58 jefferson county
statement of williamofwilliam stafford in howe mormonism unavailedunvailed 238 39 ontario county

lohurleylo hurley buried treasure tales in america 203
102 leventhal in the shadow odtheoftheof fhethe englightenment 118
mpapers103 papers of Benjaman franklin 11136156136 37
104 barton the disappointment or the force of credulity 1 5 41 120 swan s statement was

reported by john macpherson a contemporary letter writer
105geoffrey105 geoffrey crayon washington irving the money diggers in tales ofaof a traveller 2 vols

london john murray 1825 especially 2198 236 251 253 54 294 305 10 314 17 323215211
106log106jillsonjillson green leavestromleavesfromleaves hromfrombrom whittinghamwhitinghamWhitingham vermont 115 19

othethe money diggers in poems ofjohnof john G C brainard 189
108daniel108 daniel P thompson may martin 46 an47n7n greene money diggers 49 provides a total of

thomthompsonagngn s editions
quoteduoteddoted in the susquehanna pennsylvania register 10 august 1827 A portion of the watch-

man s article was earlier published by the palmyra herald 24 july 1822
ogreenemgreeneoGgreenereene money diggers 46 48 50
As quoted in the susquehanna register 10 august 1827
james fenimore cooper the pioneers or the sources of the susquehanna a descriptive tale new

york international book co 1899 415
113 for example see mather early days ofMormonism 202 3 broome and chenangoChenango williamwlliam

W campbell ed the life and writings oide witt clinton new york baker and scribner 1849 47
herkimer hough history of ofjeffersonjefferson county 157 59 jefferson harris myths of onondafononda
monroemontoecowlesedcowles ed landmarks ofwayneolwayneofwaynecountyWayne county 411 1212palmyraf7arpalmyra reflector I11 february 1831 92 93
wayne turner pioneer settlement of P braashelpsphelpsbraat and gorhamsGorhams purchase and morris reserve 213 216
ontario webb witches in the cooper country 19 otsego gardner folklorefromfolklore tromfrom the Schoschohariebarlebarie

hills 13 16 schoharie murray history ofoldkofoldofoldtiogatioga point andan earlydEarly athens 64 tioga E D howe
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to facilitate those mighty mining operations money was usually if not always sought
after in the night timeotime divers devices and implements were invented and although the
spirit was always able to retain his precious charge these discomfited as well as deluded
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beings would on a succeeding night return to their toil not inin the least doubting that
success would eventuallyattendeventually attend their labors

mineral rods and balls as they were called by the impostor who made use ofthernjof them
were supposed to be infallible guides to these sources ofwealthofwealth peep stones or pebbles
taken promiscuously from the brook or field were placed inin a hat or other situation
excluded from the light when some wizzardwizzardotorot witch for these performances were not
confined to either sex applied their eyes and nearly starting their balls from their
sockets declared they saw all the wonders ofnatureornatureof nature including ofcourseof course ample stores of
silver and gold
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history from the seventeenth century MS whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham historical society whitinghamwhittinghamWhit ingham
vermont zadock thompson history of vermont natural civil and statistical inin three parts

burlington ver chauncey goodrichGoodnch 1842 part 3 19191igi1
117frisbie history of middletown vermont 59 60 rensselaer allston oakes genealogical and

family history of the county of ofjeffersonjefferson new york 2 vols new york lewis publishing company
1905 16071 607

118howe118howe mormonism unvatted 232 249 251 259 and joeljoei tiffany mormonism tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys
monthly 5 may 1859 164 167 smith company stevenson reminiscences of joseahjosephofjoseph the prophet 13
and lucy mack smith biographical sketches ofofjosephajosephjoseph smith 102 3 rochester company

whittier supernaturalism ofnewofnerof new england 99 100 for the pennsylvania agreement see an
interesting document salt lake daily tribune 23 april 1880

120bristol vermont outlook club history ofbristolof bristol vermont 2dad ed bristol bristol press &
vermont silk screen 1959 59

121 skinner myths andandlegendslegends olourofour own land 22276276
122charles C richards address delivered inin the hawthorne ward sugar house stake salt lake

city utah 20 april 1947 transcript inin the possession oftheodtheofthe author and statement ofofjoshuajoshua stafford
inin howe mormonism unavailedunvailed 258

123harris myths ofonondaofOnonda 16
124montpelierMontpe her vermont watchman as quoted inin the susquehanna register 10 august 1827
125greene125 greene money diggers vermont life autumn 1969 49
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princeton univ press 1977 131311511
127frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont 43 60 see also elmerjelmeraelmereimer J culp early vermont roots of

mormonism unpublished paper based on an address at the pawlett historical society 6 february
1980 copy inin possession of author hemenway vermont historical gazetteer 38103 810 18 H P smith
andandwanawW S rann eds history ofrutlandofofrutlandcountyRutland county vermont syracuse NYN Y D mason & co publishers
1886 654 60 oakes genealogical and family history of the county of ofjeffersonjefferson new york 16071 607 ff
there isis circumstantial evidence that the relatives of severalofseveral early mormon converts including william
cowdery the father of mormon leader oliver cowdery had at least a passing acquaintance with the
wood episode

128mcintoshmclntoshmcintosh history olwayneofwayne county 155 56 cowles ed landmarks of wayne county 411 12

laurence A johnson the money diggers of rose new york folklore quarterly 13 autumn 1957
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180
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132 see purple joseph smith the originator of mormonism this reflects the general legal
precedent beginning centuriescenturies earlier inin england thomas religion and the decline ofmagicof magic 245245646
461

133 daniel P thompson may martin 46 47n
134 nathaniel hawthorne twice told tales 2 vols boston houghton mifflin and company

1900 22042 204 37 the spaulding novel owed its notoriety to the nineteenth century claim that itit was
the source of the book of mormon though not published until late inin the century itit nevertheless
conveyed early nineteenth century new england sentiments see solomon spaulding the manuscript
foundmanuscriptfound manuscript story salt lake city utah deseret news company 188611886 74 7755
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1351nin culturally isolated areas money digging continued on a limited basis even into the twentieth
century see harry middleton hyatt hoodoo conjuration witchcraft rootwormrootwork beliefs accepted by many
negroes and white persons these being orally recorded among blacks and whites hannibal mo western
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call for papers
special issue onorlori british isles

BYUbyustudiesstudies is pleased to announce a forthcoming special issue
devoted to the IDS church in the british isles the issue will be published
in 1987 in conjunction with the sesquicentennial of the church in
britain dr james R moss of the church history department at
brigham young university has been appointed guest editor

those interested in submitting articles for publication in the special
issue should send them to

dr james R moss
136 joseph smith building
brigham young university

provo utah
84602

articles may be on any aspect ofofldsoflasIDS church history in the british
isles from the beginning to the present or may focus on current issues
of concern to the church and its members in britain deadline for
submission of articles is 31 december 1986

this special issue will be one of many activities planned by the
church brigham young university and other organizations to
celebrate the 150th130th anniversary of the church in the british isles we
encourage your participation in these events and hope many of you
will submit articles for publication



joseph smith the palmyra seer

ronald W walkerwaiker

my diary tells how things began at 900 AM on 18 january
1984 1I arrived at the home of leonard arrington director of the
joseph fielding smith institute of church history and more to the
point my supervisor he had telephoned the day before and asked
that I1 come by As I1 entered his living room leonard showed me
rather matter of factlybachybachs a copy of a recently found document which I1
found unsettling at face value I1 wrote that evening in my
journal it is explosive it is a letter from martin harris to W W
phelps written in 1830 describing the early origins of the church
in spiritualistic or cabalistic terms it confirms several other docu-
ments that have been recently found indicating the treasure hunt
ing activity ofjosephofjoseph smith prior to the organization of the church
these finds I1 wrote will require a examinationreexaminationre and rewriting
of our origins

during my interview I1 learned that steven F christensen a
salt lake city businessman had quietly purchased the letter and was
now asking for my help to prepare the document for publication
accordingly I1 later met with steve and discussed the project with
him then after thinking the matter over for a day or two I1 told him
I1 would take part in the project eventually deandeanjesseejessee my smith
institute colleague and brent metcalfe then an employee of
mr christensen joined in the initial stages of research

thus began my intellectual and spiritual journey with joseph
smith the palmyra seer of course I1 had known him before he had
been woven in the warp and woof of my cedar rapids iowa
childhood when sunday school lessons and testimonies inin our
small branch declared his ministry later while serving a southern
states mission I1 had acquired my own fervor which my subsequent
church service matured and increased but never previously had 1I
scrutinized the prophet I1 had never submitted him to that careful
microscopic autopsy that historians must practice on their subjects
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while first holding the harris letter in my hands in mr chris-
tensen s office I1 sensed such a detailed study would be required if
the letter were authentic I1 believed it would require all the old
joseph smith sources to be rereadre read new sources I1 thought should
be searched for perhaps innovative methods of analysis would be
required

my journey with joseph has now taken two years perhaps it isis

time to pause and search for meanings and suggest possible new
directions were my first excited feelings about historical revision-
ism justified how do some of our recently found or refound sources
fit into the larger body of evidence and what are some of their
implications needless to say answers to these ambitious questions
will be partial and tentative and I1 offer nothing here but a private
view

at the outset I1 admit our task has not been easy at first there
were angry and sometimes petulant letters and phone calls that
severely reminded me of my human frailty well meaning friends
and relatives conveyed a similar message tragedy overtook our work
when a series of salt lake city bombings injured one and killed two
others including mr christensen himself according to the initial
theorizing of local law enforcement and public media sources these
murders were believed connected to the now celebrated martin
harris letter through all this I1 confess to having deeply troubled
feelings added to the tragic loss ofa friend there was the need to ask
hard questions of my personal faith the martin harris letter and its
companion piece joseph smith s 1825182 5 letter to josiahjosiahstowellstowell speak
of a strange world of guardian spirits magical hazel rods thrice
occurring dreams seer stones and even a white salamander this is

not the stereotypical fare of an average salt lake city testimony
meeting

the letters have stirred excited comment some have asked ifwe
have at last the key for understanding joseph smith will christian
magic and the occult unravel the man who has been described as an
enigma wrapped within an enigma and who claimed shortly before

his death that no man knows my history some privately have gone
further they speak of the old intellectual moorings ofofmormonismmormonism
being adrift are not the new findings they ask the opposite of our
old way of understanding mormon things

while pursuing my study I1 have often reminded myself that
religious truths do not change our interpretation of them may
change or our understanding of how they have been wrought in
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time and space may change but truth is constant and my faith is
that mormonism is its repository however my caution regarding
the documents springs from something more than personal belief in
matters like this there is always a second step As quieter perspec-
tives inevitably settle in the breathless antithesis gives way to a
more sedate synthesis during this second phase what once
seemed so revolutionary is reconciled and merged with the still valid
legacies of the past to illustrate our understanding of joseph
smith s encounters with moroni will not be insightful if we focus
narrowly on martin harris s trickster spirit and forget the several
contemporaneous statements including harris s own that speak of
cumorah s angel these apparent conflicts must be weighed
somehow harmonized and molded into a new more complex under-
standing

because of new documents and similarly minded sources which
our traditional histories have ignored we shall eventually draw a new
portrait ofjoseph and his work such a view will doubtless preserve
the integrity of mormonism it will draw insights from both untradi-
tional and traditional sources and the result will be fresh those
who assert that we do not need to rethink some elements of gurourour past
are wrong equally true those who claim that the new documents
bring intellectual chaos and require radical changes are also certainly
mistaken we need to pursue the commonsensecommonsense middle ground

while it is too early to suggest precisely what the new joseph
smith synthesis will be there are four dimensions or insights that
now seem compelling first mormon scholarship will come to terms
with the folk culture of the time the question before scholars is no
longer ifjosephifjoseph and his family participated in the cunning arts but
the degree and meaning of their activity richard bushman s fine
new survey of the periodperiodjosephjoseph smith and the beginnings ofmormonismof mormonism
has already tacitly made this point but if the new documents
prove to be authentic they will probably take us further than even
bushman s study suggests the joseph smith letter to josiah stowell
places the smith family in the money digging business and this in
the words and handwriting of joseph smith himself the martin
harris letter in turn is as suggestive harris places the founding
events of mormonism in a folk religious context and claims joseph
smith as his source

however the question ofwhether the smith family participated
in money digging and magic does not rely on the recently found
letters the weight of evidence with or without them falls on the
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affirmative side of the question for instance we have the hurl-
but howe affidavits which since 1834 have asserted that the smiths
were involved with money digging the same story also emerges
from other eyewitnesses including the less negatively biased inter-
views gathered by RLDS churchman william H kelley 2 nor are
these collections our only affidavits the anti mormon and non mor
mon witnesses represent too many viewpoints and their accounts
were given in too many circumstances to be dismissed merely as
trumped up misrepresentations designed to discredit joseph smith
and mormonism

certain pieces of evidence are especially telling there isis for
example uncle jesse smith s acrid spirited 1829 letter to hyrum
smith the letter suggests that joseph sr possessed a magical rod
left the land of vermont to pursue golden gods and most
significantly practiced necromancy chapter VII of the book of
commandments in turn promises oliver cowdery a revelatory rod
of nature perhaps similar to the vermont divining rods that once
may have attracted his father william joseph knight one of the
church s first converts told a stylized story of mormon origins
similar in spirit and often similar in detail to martin harris s letter
finally there are the statements of the smiths themselves lucy
mack smith s honest narrative insists that the family never halted
their grinding labor simply to win the faculty of abracabrah draw
magic circles I1 or pursuedpursuejpursue sooth saying lucy claimed the smiths
never during our lives suffered one important interest to swallow up

every other obligation the father did more than hint about the
family s interest in the magical arts at young joseph s 1826 money
digging trial joseph sr insisted that both he and his son were
mortified that this wonderful power which god had so miraculously
given joseph jr should be used only in search of filthy lucre
or its equivalent in earthly treasures 3

of course we will not learn too much about joseph by merely
documenting his money digging or by treating it as an epithet that
was the mistake of several post world war II11 scholars fawn M
brodie s no man knows my history for instance produced a portrait
of many hues but her joseph smith was ultimately a caricature
one of brodie s troubles was that she did not try to understand the
culture from which joseph and the early mormon converts came a
failing unhappily that several ofotherher mormon detractors shared As

a result she saw the smiths as a neighborhood peculiarity and
transformed their religious fervor and folk customs intointo chicanery
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and fraud in her interpretation joseph became a skilled confidence
man who stumbled onto religion

this brings us to the second meaning of our current search to
understand mormon origins contrary to brodie s view our untradi-
tional money digging documents help to reveal that joseph and his
early converts were part of a broad but now virtually defunct culture
whose meaning is basic to our process of historical reconstruction
with the importance of this culture in mind I1 wrote the persisting
idea of american treasure hunting the preceding paper inin this
issue ofbyuof B YU studies in my research I1 found that during the lifetime
ofjosephofjoseph smith an ancient set of beliefs coexisted with the rising tide
of enlightenment culture the old weltanschauung accepted the
reality of digging for buried treasure but its cultural tentacles were
actually far more extensive some of its believers practiced alchemy
astrology herbalism or even white magic which its adepts or
seers claimed to be a beneficent storehouse of humankind s proven
nostrumsstrumsno others claimed to be preserving the higher and mystical
biblical truths especially those drawn from the old testament that
the established religions had abandoned or ignored the wide rang
ing interests of these seers and the degree to which they addressed the
everyday needs and concerns of the folk actually made them in some
periods for example sixteenth and seventeenth century england
nearly as numerous and influential as the established clergy there
were scores of these men and women often they were boys and girls
still quietly practicing their arts in america when joseph smith was
born

the role of this culture in america should not be exaggerated
while some influential early americans such as john wentworth
jr were attracted to it by the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
enlightenment rationalism dominated most educated circles thus
by joseph smith s time the old ways persisted largely as a people s

movement often in cultural backwaters like new england s hill
country german pennsylvania or the emerging frontier areas of the
old northwest

did this old culture influence young joseph while a rigorous
weighing of evidence is yet to be undertaken there are abundant
clues that it did besides the magic and money digging sources
already cited neighbors often recalled the boy s spiritualistic activ-
ity he blessed crops found lost articles predicted future events or
prophesied the classic labor of an old testament oriented village
seer moreover by using divining rods and seer stones he employed
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the adepts common techniques 4ifbifif the several accounts of his 1826
trial can be trusted joseph himself admitted as much he has
occasionally been in the habit of looking through this stone to find
lost property for 3 years one report has him saying but of late had
pretty much given it up on account of injuring his health especially
his eyes 5

undoubtedly the smiths new york penury exacted relentless
labor and prevented the wholesale money digging that some palmyra
neighbors later charged young joseph with but on occasion the
spiritually gifted boy apparently followed the enthusiasm of his
father and searched for treasure even more likely he sought lost
articles and perhaps foretold the future and when the young prophet
proclaimed his restoration mission there were many believers who
came from this same culture early converts such as jared carter
oliver cowdery martin harris hiram page and the Whitwhitmerswhkmerswhittersmers
possibly saw joseph as acting within the tradition of a village wise
man or seer when he set aside the informal unstructured charis-
matic and visionary religion of the early 1830s for his larger
worldwide mission these men left the church in disappointment

elements of joseph smith s boyhood culture then explain a
great deal we now understand the context and content of many
sources that traditional LIDSLDS scholars have previously dismissed out of
hand As a resultresuitresultthetheshe process of synthesizing mormon and non
mormon materials can proceed at a quickened pace in addition we
see that the smiths were not the idiosyncratic folks many neighbors
and later historians have claimed an understanding of the culture
also helps us to decipher early nineteenth century conversion and
apostasy patterns none of this should be too surprising As
R laurence moore has observed no historical belief or activity can
be wholly deviant with respect to the age in which it appeared
everything after all is a product of its cultural milieu and there-
fore has some more or less normal meaning within the culture the
growth and early success of mormonism provide prima facie evidence
that the movement was not the aberration some have suggested

the third insight of our study has already been suggested the
documents that have emerged in recent years provide a context for
harmonizing many of the seemingly ill fitting facts ofjosephofjoseph s early
religious life from abner cole to fawn brodie to several recent
authors historians have struggled with the apparent paradox of the
smiths unquestioned religious feeling and their money digging
mormon believers in turn have asked themselves how joseph s
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youthful epiphaniesepiphanios can be reconciled with his palmyra search for lost
articles or his scouring the susquehanna river headwaters for salt
silver and other valuables

ifauthentic the martin harris letter suggests that some of these
difficulties are the result of imposing modern values on the past
certainly harris and other early converts found no incongruity
between religion and scryingstryingscrying the latter was often overlaid with
religiosity prayers fasting and acts ofold testament sacrifice often
accompanied the search for buried wealth joseph himself reportedly
employed devotional rituals when searching for wealth and led a
digging company that claimed that treasure could not be unearthed
11 except by faith 7 elsewhere as with vermont s celebrated wood
scrape incident or in a wayne county new york congregation
treasure hunting the use of divining rods or seer stones and formal
religious worship were interrelated 8

martin harris personified this mixture of religion and the old
culture by his own account prior to accepting joseph smith s

religious mission he was taught of the spirit in 1818 to reject
trinitarian creeds and consequently became a seeker 9 neighbors
recalled his attraction to a series of churches though he apparently
failed to affiliate with any and the great extent of his bible reading
and memorization 10 yet despite these rather traditional religious
interests there is evidence that harris understood and accepted the
prevailing money digging lore ascribed sacred significance to at
least one of the palmyra neighborhood digs and may have dug for
treasure himself at sites that included cumorah or mormon
hill 11

the 1830 letter purportedly written by martin harris to
W W phelps may show how these interests merged while as early
as 1829 martin harris told the story ofjosephofjoseph smith s recovery of the
gold plates in terms more familiar to us 12 when writing to phelps he
chose to relate these same events in the people s lore and idiom
oracular dreams feericseeric divination or the ratifying or sanctifyingsanctify ing of
events by threefoldthree fold repetition certainly biblical as well as common
money digging themes were merged with such esoteric ideas from
the old culture as enchanted treasure guardian spirits and taunting
salamandersamanderssalamanderisal clearly in martin harris s mind there was no di-
chotomy between religion as we now define it and elements of his
inherited culture

while current evidence is impressionistic it is likely that many
other first generation mormonscormons similarly failed to distinguish care
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fully between their personal culture and the divine voice in addition
to those already suggested such converts as alva beaman joseph
knight orrin P rockwell and brigham young probably knew and
approved of joseph s earlier activity As suggested previously some
of these men were predisposed to follow him because he first appeared
in the familiar folk role of village seer but they also believed that
providence had given joseph a special role the gift of seeing was a

natural gift president brigham young later taught there are
thousands in the world who are natural born seers but when the lord
selected joseph smith to be his vice regent and mouthpiece upon the
earth in this dispensation he saw that he would be faithful and honor
his calling 13

As with any other people at any moment of time the first
latter day saints including joseph smith himself required some
time and effort to separate religious truth from their own sincerely
held culture derived ideas some of which today appear unfounded
or irrational it may be admitted that some of the prophet s

ancestors believed in fortune telling in warlockswarlocks and witches
elder B H roberts observed to have been incredulous in such
matters in that age and locality would have stamped them as being
abnormal 14 but in addition to the folk elements there were from
the beginning transcendental religious moments which men like
hiram page found irrefutable page who used a seer stone and may
have dug for money left organized mormonism but could not forget
the past in 1847 hiram page wrote

to say that a man of joseph s ability who at that time did not know
how to pronounce the word nephi could write a book of six hundred
pages as correct as the book of mormon without supernatural power
and to say that those holy angels who came and showed themselves to
me as I1 was walking through the field to confirm me in the work of
the lord of the last days three of whom came to me afterwards and
sang an hymn inin their own pure language would be an injustice yea

itit would be treating the god of heaven with contempt to deny these
testimonies with too many others to mentionmention here 155

while the personal and the divine clearly mixed in the lives of early
mormon converts they nevertheless believed the heavenly voice was
unmistakable

A fourth dimension ofour study involves the historical setting of
early mormonism during the first decades of the nineteenth cen-
tury upstate new york was to borrow carl carmer s phrase 11 a
broad psychic highway a thoroughfare of the occult 116 rachel baker
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amazed neighbors by preaching in her sleep jemima wilkinson
announced herself as the reincarnated publick universal friend
the rappingsmappingsrappings of the fox sisters whose home was less than thirty miles
from palmyra provided the impetus for american spiritualism the
area was known for its ismsiams

the causes of this frantic activity were complex but one factor
may help to explain the conditions surrounding early mormonism
upstate new york society was young and its people were uprooted 17

while some settlers were german most came from new england
and particularly from flint hard vermont like the smith family
many of these immigrants entered new york totally dispossessed of
former possessions status and even respectability perhaps still
more difficult many carried with them the old folk culture that
11 modern new yorkers ridiculed and rejected according to recent
sociological analysis during such painful moments of social and
psychological dislocation people become more receptive to supernat-
ural experience and to new religion they seek assurance and solace
not in the old religions which their personal alienation rejects but in
fresh psychic and religious experiences they seek a new satisfying
and visionary faith 18

what I1 am proposing is not so much an argument as an hypothe-
sis and I1 am aware that some pieces do not fit smoothly together
martin harris described by several of his neighbors as being reli

giousbious honest but also given to a belief in phantoms and the
supernatural was a prosperous second generation new yorker yet
there is enough truth in my model to suggest yet another reason why
occult themes and activities surrounded mormonism s birth these
phenomena were part of a natural process that accompanies the
beginning of any great religious tradition if carl jung had been
aware of early mormonism s money digging motifs he surely would
have celebrated them as inevitable religious archetypes the kind
that have repeatedly emerged from men s souls at moments of great
religious crisis and preparatory to the coming of prophets and
reformers 19 for those who are uncomfortable with jung s peculiar
psychological formulations there is a plentitude of historical exam-
ples in periods of distress and disorientation supernatural phenomphelom
ena and the rise of new religions have repeatedly joined hands
whether just to select a few examples at the time of augustus and
jesus during the english interregnum in third world society after
the second world war or perhaps somewhat surprisingly during
our present era of supposed sophistication 20
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my comments probably require a caution there will be those
who will mistake my suggestions as historical or psychological
determinism or as an attempt to reshape mormonism into just
another religion it is true that joseph smith found himself at an
ideal time and place to proclaim a new faith further the factors
working on him and within him were similar to those of other
religious reformers but these facts need not be given a secular
interpretation believing mormonscormons will see joseph s environment as

providential they will remain unbothered by yet another confirma-
tion that god often proceeds naturally within the natural order the
conditions were ripe for the restoration and joseph was ripe to lead
out

I1 began by speaking ofa personal journey with joseph smith and
of the need for a new understandunderstandingng or synthesis of his work when I1

started my study joseph seemed remote undimensional enigmatic
and most perplexing without the growth and tension that usually
accompany religious wonder and seeking that unfortunate and too
common view is a legacy of our hagiographic tradition which insists
that joseph sprang full grown while still a youth I1 now see him
differently 1I see a spiritually gifted boy born and reared within a

culture that valued and nurtured such things I1 see a youthful joseph
whose foibles were balanced by his religious striving and who
contrary to his historical detractors was unsullied by any pattern of
calculating deceit coming to understand his divine call certainly
the topic ofofanotherpaperanother paper he set aside or minimized those portions
ofhis cultural inheritance that conflicted with his work 1I had seen a
vision said joseph 1 I knew it and 1I knew that god knew it and
this knowledge gave him the confidence to engage in a godly work 21

finally there are joseph s unusual contrasts early contemporaries
saw him as roughhewnrough hewn and from our perspective his early life and
some of his attitudes were certainly shaped by his impoverished and
untutored condition yet this same lad produced such complex and
otherworldlyother worldly texts as the vision ofmoses and especially the book of
mormon his greatest contrast however lay in his personal growth
with providence s intervention he transformed himself from
joseph the palmyra seer who likely understood his early religious

experiences in one way to the mature joseph the mormon
prophet who saw them in quite a different light

latter day saints are not the only people with money digging
stories and I1 wish to conclude with one from jewish lore martin
buber s khassidischen bucher contains a tale of rabbi eisik of cracowchacow
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who set out on a journey of his own the pious rabbi had dreamed
three times of treasure buried beneath a czechoslovakian bridge
hastening to prague rabbi eisik found his bridge but sentinels
were posted day and night seeking his opportunity the rabbi
loitered nearby finally he was questioned by the captain of the
guard who forced from him a confession really poor man said
he have you worn out your shoes coming all this way simply because
ofa dream but strangely the guard also had had a dream his told
of great wealth buried behind a stove in the house of eisik a cracowchacow
rabbi but the captain being a rational man placed no stock in it
without revealing his identity our polish rabbi excused himself and
returned home to unearth the treasure that ended his poverty 22

there certainly is a parable here we have spoken about our
changing view of joseph smith s youth we have talked about his
money digging the smiths folk culture that was so different from
our own joseph s mixing of personal and divine concepts within the
context of his religious experience and the historical and psychologi-
cal setting that makes the latter day prophet s youth understand-
able confronted by such fare and by the unusual documents that
have prompted it and lacking the suppleness and poetic insight that
the interpretation of religious experience requires some may con-
template their own distant journey a journey that will take them
from their spiritual hearth in time they may come to realize that
after all their treasure lay buried in a familiar dusty corner behind
the stove
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moneymonemooey digging folklore and the beginnings
ofofmormonismmormonism an interpretive suggestion

marvin S hill

from the time that obediah dogberrydogberdobberry sought to discredit the
religious claims of mormonism by charging that the movement
began as a money digging speculation without religious aspects
anti mormonscormons have used this argument against latter day saint
claims of unique authority and christian restoration

1

LDS church
historians have responded over the years with accountsaccounts which mini-
mize or deny any money digging connections 2 both sides have
seemingly assumed until very recently that ififjosephjoseph smith believed
in and practiced magic to find buried treasure then his story of the
inspired discovery of the plates of the book of mormon may be

3suspect
needless to say the recent appearance of two letters with gold

digging implications gave new life to the discussion of mormon
origins in these terms the texts of both letters are reproduced in full
elsewhere in this issue ofofbyustudiesB YU studies in the first letter purportedly
written by joseph smith in 1825 totojosiahjosiah stowell joseph advises
stowell on the best way to go about recovering valuables from a mine
saying

you cannot dig more untill you first discover if any valluables remain
you know the treasure must be guarded by some clever spirit and if
such is discovered so also is the treasure so do this take a hasel stick one
yard long being new cut and cleave it just inin the middle and lay it
asunder on the mine so that both inner parts of the stick may look one
right against the other one inch distant and if there is treasure after a
while you shall see them draw and join together again of themselves

the second letter attributed to martin harris written in 1830 to
W W phelps associates joseph smith with stone gazing to dis-
cover treasure and links the discovery of the gold plates to the
activities of an old spirit who transfiguredtrans figured himself from a white
salamander
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the church released the text of both letters within a two week
period beginning 29 april 1985 commenting on the harris letter
president gordon B hinckley said there is no evidence the letter
is forged but he cautioned there is no certainty that harris wrote
the letter he further said however that even if the letter was
authentic it would not reflect upon the divine origin of the church

4
a viewpoint with which I1 agree

yet recent developments in the salt lake city bombings and
the subsequent preliminary hearing of mark hofmann as murderer
and fraudulent documents dealer have raised questions as to the
authenticity of these letters which he located 5 handwriting expert
kenneth rendell stated in a television interview that he thought
several of the documents found by hofmann in the last five years
show signs of forgery including the 1825 letter to josiah stowell
rendell said he could still find no evidence that the so called sala-
mander letter attributed to martin harris is a forgery an FBI
laboratory report was also said to find no evidence of forgery despite
this rendell was quoted as saying that since other hofmann discov-
eries seem to be forgeries we cannot discount the possibility that the
salamander letter is as well 6 rendell s affirmation has brought a
reaction by other experts contending that some of hofmann s earlier
discoveries are not forgeries at all 7 all of which has left the public
and some historians too confused as to which if either of the
money digging letters can be considered authentic

nonetheless it is the argument of this paper that in large part
the question of the 1825 and 1830 letters authenticity is not crucial
since there is enough evidence from other sources that the issue of the
relationship between mormonism and magic is still with us for one
thing the evidence that joseph smith was tried in court as a money
digger in 1826 is considerable 8 and for another there are several
mormon sources which establish an integral relationship between the
folklore of magic and some traditional accounts ofmormon origins

in recent years scholars have altered our understanding of popu-
lar religion in the sixteenth seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries to such an extent that our perception of what magic meant
to the common man has taken on an entirely new cast keith
thomas in a pioneering study he calls religion and the decline of
magic 9 traces the widespread belief in the magical arts by aristocratic
counts and common men in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
in england thomas says that in the medieval church objects such as
the sacramental wafer and church relics were thought to have divine
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power although the reformation involved a deliberate attempt to
take such magical elements out of religion thus abandoning the
effort to endow physical objects with supernatural qualities through
consecration and exorcism many miraculous elements still endured
in protestantismprotestantismtestantism protestants anointed the sick with oil and fasted
and prayed believing that these religious rituals would bring control
over men and nature through divine intervention further those
problems for which the magical remedies were used were still there
the fluctuations of nature the hazards of fire famine and flood the
dangers ofplague and other diseases these were considered works of
divine providence and subject to divine supplication without
catholic priests to counsel and forewarn and to invoke divine
intercession the average englishman felt deprived and looked to
those outside the church for safeguards against calamity in the
seventeenth century many consulted witches and wizards wise men
and conjurers who could heal with a touch summon heavenly
personages find lost articles interpret dreams and predict the
uncertain future thus religion and magic drew upon the same
human need for security and offered to help offset the misfortunes of
life thomas maintains however that in timetime true religion tri-
umphed over magic that religion came to mean more than earthly
health and wealth that it encompassed a comprehensive world view
and promise of future life which magic never entailed

jon butler counters thomas however in his magic astrol-
ogy and the early american religious heritage 1600 11760760 first
by arguing that magic was carried to america and flourished in the
colocoiocoloniesnies at least until 1720 and also by maintaining that thomas
employs too narrow a definition of religion and is consequently
wrong in distinguishing it from magic religion butler says should
be seen as a resort to supernatural powers or supernatural beings to
determine the course of human events in this light there can be no
clear line drawn between it and magic both seek the wellbeingwell being of
the believer by invoking supernatural intervention butler finds
much evidence of the occult in the popular almanacs published in the
colonies but says magic was on the wane after 1700 as occult
publications imported from england were curtailed and colonial
governments tended to enforce laws against occult practices 10 just
how magic could wane if it was indistinguishable from religion
butler does not explain

in an article published in a recent anthology on the occult in
america butler modifies his position on one point contending that
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he had ended his storyofstory of magic in america too soon that while
alchemy and rosicrusianismrosicrucianism subsided by 1760 magic among black
slaves continued into the nineteenth century as did rodsmanshiprodsmanship and
to some extent witchcraft among the general public butler says that
occult practices existed in all the major regionsregions of the country and

in all social classes into the 1850s n

ron walker s essay in this journal supports butler in this latterlatteiatteri r
contention walker shows that magic flourished among the common
man especially in new england western new yorkandyorklandYoryorkkandand ohio
where mormonism had its inception to those students of mor-
monism

r
familiar with E D howe s testimonies and with obediah

dogberry s accounts of widespread money digging this is not sur-
prising but walker documents what dogberry had only asserted
walker s descriptions match at several points certain details of the
coming of moroni as told by joseph smith his family and friends
and raise questions which historians are already wrestling with as to
what influence the money digging lore may have had upon the
mormon prophet 12i

it may be helpful to begin with to gain some feeling forgor the
actual money digging storiesstories as they were told by countless wise men
in early nineteenth century america the following story relates ofa
certain commodore who acquacauacquiredired a brand new divining rod in
1828 and set upon a number ofexcursions in ohio above the outlet of
muskingumMuskingum hishis adventures began when he ran intosomeinto some indians
who appeared with a deer skin filled with lead which thetheyy had taken
from under a flat stone the commodore journeyed up a creek but
when it forked he had to consult his rod to discern the propeproperr route
some followers were amazed at his powers As the group moved on
they found a cluster of flat stones

the largest and one the next in sizesize had aa number of curious
characters or harlogriffigs as the commodore called them in
relating the story cut on their faces the most of them were much
weatherwornweather worn and indistinct what they imported no one knew the
history of their origin was equally obscure as they had been foundgound

there when this part of the country was first settled about the year
1773 the surveyor then said he should like to know by what people
they had been erected but did not suppose that would ever be discov-
ered much elated with his success so far the old man the com-
modore replied ifanybody can do itit I1 can and will consult the rod
in this matter it was thought he did it in sincerity aandnd a
confident belief in thevirtuethe virtue of the rod which he supposed must be
induedindeed wtthotth sicsic some supernatural power having uncovered
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his baldheadbaldbaid head he raised the talisman before him and looking rever-
ently upwards administered in a solemn tone the usual form of an
oath directing it to tell him the truth to such questions as whether the
french the spaniards the english the dutch the romans and
several other nations had erected them to all which the rod remained
immovable finally he asked if it was the wewelshsh to this it gave a

gentle nod which the rodsman knew from former trials meant yes
A lewfewgew years after this curious adventure the greatmoundgreat mound near the
mouth of grove creek was opened and carefully explored amongst
many other singular relics of that ancient people who erected it was
found in one of the vaults a small flat stone covered on one side with
characters and letters of the old saxon and welsh languages

the surveyor asked how long ago the mounds had been erected the
commodore consulted his rod which answered

fifteen hundred years before the discovery ofamerica by columbus
which is probably about the actual time of the building of the
earthworksearthwormsearthworks in the valley of the ohio

continuing with the story the narrator said the commodore
heard of a pot of silver and gold buried in a mound under a flat stone
along the river by miners who were harassed by indians on one of his
voyages downriverdownriver at night he decided to try for the money using his
rod in the prescribed manner sometime later

he returned inin a very ill humor and reported that hefoundrefoundhe foundboundround the mound
very readily and after digging a few feet he came to the flat stone over
the pot when steel an associate involuntarily cried out by the lord
we have got it wheninstantlywhen instantly with a low rumbling sound it settled
down out of sight it is said such searches must alwaysbealways be conducted in
silence as tlethetie sound ofthe human voice irritates the evil spirit who has
chargee of hidden treasures and they vanish away

13

this story was not published until 185018 5 0 and in no way influ-
enced joseph smith but it does reflect the tone and style of the
money digging lore and also much of the content one can see in the
story certain common themes which appear in traditional mormon
accounts indians gold flat stones magic instruments for discov-
ery deciphering of hieroglyphics pre columbian americans and
treasures that get away because the guardian spirit was displeased
that the prescribed procedures were not followed

when E D howe published his collection of mormon money
digging stories in 1834 he hepresentedpresentedrepresented evidence thatjosephthat joseph smith
believed in such a magical world howe published the testimony of
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willard chase a neighbor of the smiths who said that joseph smith
sr related to him the following account

some years ago a spirit had appeared to josephtojoseph his son in a vision and
informed him that inin a certain place there was a record on plates of
gold on the 22d ofseptember he must repair to the place where
was deposited this manuscript dressed in black clothes and riding a
black horse with a switch tail and demand the book in a certain name
and after obtaining it he must go directly away and neither lay it down

nor look behind him he repaired to the place of deposit and
demanded the book which was in a stone box and raising it up
took out the book ofgold but fearing some one might discover where
he got it he laid it downtodown to place back the top stone as he found it and
turning around to his surprise there was no bookhookrook in sight he again
opened the box and in it saw the book and attempted to take it out hurbuthutoutourbur

was hindered he saw in the box something like a toad which soon
assumed the appearance of a man and struck him on the side of his
head after recovering from his fright he enquired why he could
not obtain the plates to which the spirit made reply because you have
not obeyedyourobeyed your orders he then enquired when he could have them and
was answered thus come one year from this day and bring with you your
oldest brother and you shall have them before the expiration of
the year his oldest brother died on the 22d of september he
arose early in the morning and together with his wife repaired to
the hill he then observed that if it had not been for that
stone he would not have obtained the book 14

chase s account and others collected by howe have been dis-
credited by some mormon writers because of doctor philastusphilistusPhilastus hurl
buts obvious attempt in collecting these stories for howe to find
testimony against the mormonscormons in ohio and also because they seem
to include in each testimony common phrases which suggest a single
person may have composed them 15 also it has been argued that the
many stories of money digging by the smiths seem contradictory in
detail 161 but the howe evidence may be too easily disregarded for
joseph knight s manuscript history written by the prophet s

early friend and convert in harmony pennsylvania relates the
discovery of the plates in terms quite similar to chase s according to
knight joseph smith

went and found the place and opened it and found a plane box he
oncovered it and found the book and took it out and laid it down by his

side and thot he would cover the place over again thinkinkingthink inking sic

there might be something else here but he was told to take the book and
go right away he thot he would look in the place again and see if
it had not got back again and he opened the box and behold the

book was there he took hold of it to take it out again and behold he
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could not stur the book he exclaimed why cant I1 stur this book
and he was answerd you have not done rite you should have took the book
and a gone right away you cant have it now joseph says when can I1

have it the answer was the 22nt day of ofseptemberseptember next ifyou bring the

right person with you joseph says who is the right person the
answer was your oldest brother

but before september came his oldest brother died then he was
disapinted and did not know what to do but when the 22nt day of
september came he went to the place and the personage appeardappears and
told him he could not have it now but the 22nt day ofseptember nex
he mite have the book if he brot with him the right person joseph
says who is the right person the answer was you will know then he

looked in his glass andjoundand poundfoundjound it was emma hale 17

chase s recollection of what joseph smith snsr told him and the
history by knight both have a folklore tone to them they both relate
that joseph must secure the plates on a certain day 22 september
that he must take the book and go directly away that for disobey-
ing the orders he was prevented from obtaining the book that the
book appeared disappeared and reappeared after he violated orders
by laying it down that he subsequently had to bring the right person
with him to secure the record first his brother and then his wife and
that a stone or glass was effective in helping him secure the record at
last

that the chase account appears in a collection of testimonials
published by an anti mormon while the knight narrative comes from
a faithbalthbaithfaithfulfaifal latter day saint whose statement was not published until
very recently suggests that the anti mormon material cannot be
lightly dismissed because of its origin the anti mormon statements
have to be checked against what is admitted by the mormonscormons
themselves willard chase very likely heard his story from joseph
smith sr as he reported this is further evidenced by an indepen-
dent account published by fayette lapham in 1870 of an earlier
interview with joseph smith sr as to the origin of the golden
plates this report corresponds closely in some respects to what
knight and chase recounted it is lengthy but deserves full treat-
ment

he then told his father that in his dream a very large and tall man
appeared to him dressed in an ancient suit of clothes and the clothes
were bloody and the man said to him that there was a valuable
treasure buried many years since and not far from that place and that
he had now arrived for it to be brought to light for the benefit of the
world at large and if he would strictly follow his directions he would
direct him to the place where it was deposited in such a manner that
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he could obtain it he then said to him that he would have to get a
certain coverlid which he described and an old fashioned suit of
clothes of the same color and a napkin to put the treasure in and go
to a certain tree not far distant and when there he would see other
objects that he would take or keep in range and follow until he waswas
directed to stop and there he would find the treasure that he was inin
pursuit of and when he had obtained it he must not lay it down until he
placed it in the napkin and says smith in the course of a year 1I
succeeded in finding all the articles as directed and one dark night
joseph mounted his horse and aided by some supernatural light he
succeeded in finding the starting point and the objects in range
following these he proceeded on foot keeping the range in
view until he arrived at a large boulder of several tons weight when
he was immediately impressed with the idea that the object of his
pursuit was under that rock feeling around the edge he found that
ohetherhephe under side was flat being a stout man and aided by some
supernaturalsuper natural power he succeeded in turning the rock upon its edge
and under it he found a square block ofmasonry in the centre ofwhich
were the articles referred to by the man seen in the dream taking up
the first article he saw others below lying down the first he endeav-
ored to secure the others but before he could get hold of them the one

he hadtakenladhadlaf rauentakenrakan up slid back to theplacerhethe alaceplace he had taken ithromitfromit tromfrom and to his great
surprizesurprisesurprize and terror the rock immediately fellfall back to its formergormer place
nearly crushing him in its descent his first thought was that he had
not properly secured the rock when it was turned up and accordingly he

again triedtotried to lift it but now in vain he next tried with the aid of levers
but still without suceesuctesuccessss while thus engaged he felt something strike
him on thebreastthe breast which was repeated the third time always with
increased force the last such as it lay him upon hihiss back As he lay
there he looked up and saw the same large man that had appeared in his
dream dressed in the same clothes he said to him that when the
treasure was deposited there he was sworn to take charge of and
protect that property until the time should arrive for it to be exhib-
ited to the world of mankind and in order to prevent his making an
improper disclosure he was murdered or slain on the spot and the
treasure had been under his charge ever since he said to him that he
had not followednotfollowed his directions and iinn consequence of laying the article down

before putting it in the napkin he could not have the article now but
that if he would come again one year from that time he could then
have them the year passed but he went to the place of deposit
where the same man appeared again and said he had not been
punctual in following his directions and in consequence he could not
have the article yet joseph asked when he could have them and the
answer was come in one yearfromyear from this time and bring your oldest brother

with you then you may have them during that year it so happened
that his oldest brother died but at the end of the year joseph repairerepairedd to
the place again and was told by the man who still guarded the
treasure that inasmuch as he could not bring his oldest brother he
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could not have the treasure yet but there mouldwouldbewouldhouldwouldvehe anotherpersonanother person appointed
to come with him in one year from that time when he could have it
joseph asked how shall I1 know the person and was told that the
person would be known to him at sight during that year joseph
went to the town of harmony in the state of pennsylva-
nia while there he fell in company with a young woman and
when he first saw her he wiaswaswlas satisfied that she was the person appointed to

go with him to get the treasure he had so often failed to secure 18

the italicized sentences highlight those places where the
knight chase and lapham accounts correspond they make it
likely that a common source is invdinvinvolvedolvedalved probably members of the
smithfamilysmith familybamily these sources raise questions similar to those that the
salamander letter raised why is the story being told in a money
digging format apparently the language and concepts ofmagic were
familiar and acceptable to the smithfamilyandsmith familybamily and their friends

lucy mack smith herself relates some of the joseph smith story
in the same way her husband and joseph knight did lucy says that
the anangelgelgei told joseph he might try to secure the plates on
22 september when he visited the site where the plates were buried
he supposed thatheteathethat he would beablelbe ableabie to take them home

but said the divine messenger you must take them into your hands and
go straight to the house without delay and put them immediately and lock
them up accordingly when the time arrived he went to the place
appointed and removed the moss and grass from the surface of the rock
and then pryedaryed up the flat stone he then discovered the plates
laying on 4 pillars in the inside of the box he put forth his hand and
took them up but when he lifted them gromfrom their place the thought
flashed across his mind that there might be something more in the box
that would be a benefit to him in a pecuniary point of view in the
excitement of the moment he laid the record down in order to cover up the
box lest some one should come along and take away whatever else
might be deposited there when he turned again to take up the record it
was gone but where heanenheanewhe gnewknew not he kneeled down & asked the lord
why it was the angel appeared to him and told him that he had not
done asas he was commanded in that he laid the record doivodowndoivndomn in order to secure

some imaginary treasure that remained after some further conversation
joseph was then permitedpermitpermuteded to raise the stone again and there he beheldbefeld the

plates the same as before he reached forth his hand to take them but
was thrown on to the ground when he recovered thethe angel was gone
and he arose and went to ththee house 19

in lucy s version joseph had to take the plates immediately and
not delay he removed the flat stone found the plates in a box laid
the record down and found it had disappeared when he turned back to
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get them the angel told him this was because he had not done right
afterward he looked again and the plates had reappeared when he
tried to take them he was manhandledmanhandled by the angel

there are elements here very similar to the money digging
folklore outlined by ron walker in this journal there is the use of
the stone or glass there is the jealous guardian of the treasure who
will not allow the hunter to obtain the treasure without following
explicit instructions and who uses physical force to impose his will
there is the disappearing and reappearing treasure the necessity of
bringing a suitable person before the treasure can be obtained and
the necessity of a pure motive devoid of greed

in evaluating the significance of these parallels we must not
forget that the early saints did not deny their involvement with
money digging nor their faith in the powers behind the money
digging arts joseph smith himself never denied his participation
although he did minimize its significance once he became founder of
the church 20 he told the elders in 18411841 that everyone should have a
seer stone so that he still believed in its special powers and that those
who were faithful would have the ability to use it 21 joseph smith
sr boasted of his knowledge of the magical arts to a small group in
kirtland 22 while lucy mack smith admitted the entire family s

participation in trektredtreasuresure hunting by magical means in the unpub-
lished manuscript ofotherer history

let not my reader suppose that because I1 shall pursue another topic for
a season that we stoptstept our labor and went at trying to win the faculty of
abracabrah drawing magic circles or sooth saying to the neglect ofall kinds
ofbusiness we never during our lives suffered one important interest to
swallow up every other obligation but whilst we worked with our
hands we endeavored to remmemberremmember the service ofofm& the welfare ofour
souls 23

there exists a good deal of additional evidence that many early
mormonscormons believed in magical practices and powers and that they
found these to be a support of their religious faith joseph smith told
oliver cowdery in an early revelation in april 1829 that his gift of
working with the rod was of divine origin joseph said behold it

has told you things behold there is no other power save god that can
cause this rod of nature to work in your hands for it is the work of
god 24the2 the early saints including oliver cowdery seem to have
had no difficulty believing this revelation because they believed in
the medium of stones and hazel rods themselves different witnesses
testify that the plates of the book of mormon were translated and
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perhaps discovered by means of a stone 25 david whitmer said he
began to doubt some ofjosephofjoseph smiths revelations when the prophet
stopped receiving them through his stone 262 when hiram page
received revelations through a similar medium he threatened to
draw awayawayoliveroliver cowdery and the whitmerswhittersWhitmers 27 brigham young
said in 1857 that baptist presbyterian and methodist priests and
deacons sent for a conjurer to find the plates after joseph smith
brought them home and that the conjurer knew where thoseplatesthoyethose plateyplates were
hid 2228 lucy mack smith claimed that sally chase could see many
wonderful things in her glass including where the plates were
hidden lucy also wrote that while joseph was trying to get a chest
made he hid the plates and that willard chase and several others
11 sent for a conjurer to come 60 miles to divine the place where the
record was deposited by magic art we were apprehensive that the
plates were taken out and secreted somewhere and we were somewhat
uneasy least they might like moses who was hid in the bulrushesbul rushes be
discovered by our enemies 29 martin harris in an iinterviewnterviewinterview pub-
lished in 1859 recalled howjosephhow joseph smith had located with his stone a
pin martin had dropped in straw and repeated ataleadalea taletaie told by samuel
lawrence

11

whose name was linked with joseph smith s in the joseph
knight narrative that a man eight or nine feet tall harrassedharrasserharrassed the
money diggers and forced them to give up their quest for treasure
martin harris still attested to the sincerity of the money digging
group whom he said had worked with joseph smith and his father in
palmyra and other places 30 clearly these early saints believed that
magical powers existed and that others besides josephsmithjosephJosep hSmithsmith pos-
sessed them all of this is too much evidence to simply brush aside or
ignore

in the light of the accumulating evidence ofa strong influence of
magic upon the early mormonscormonsMormons it is vitally important that serious
historians shouldnotshould nornot overreactoverreachoverreact there is always the danger of revert-
ing to the enormous distortion of an obediah dogberry or a fawn
brodie and concluding that mormonism could not initially have been
a legitimate religious movement I1 would suggest that mormonism
was at the beginning a religious movement fundamentally rooted in a
reaction against religious pluralism and that this explains how the
money digging activities fit belief in money digging in this context
is not central but in part a byproductby product ofanti pluralism this insight
requires explanation

joseph smith made it clear in his 1838 personal history that he
was put off by the revivals because the many churches competed for
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converts afterward joseph said he could not tell who was right and
who was wrong 31 deciding who was right in the early nineteenth
century had become more and more difficult because of the growing
multiplicity ofsects joseph smith had a conversion experience at age
fourteen but then had a lengthy period of indifference 32 when his
mother and other memmembersbers of the family joined the presbyteriansPresbyterians at
the revival in 1824 joseph would not join as he could feel nothing 33

ifoliver cowdery is correct one ofjoseph s dilemmas was whether to
believe at all which could be a harrowing experience for a young man
in a predominantly believing family and culture 34

peter berger argues persuasively in two of his major works the
sacred canopy and the heretical perspective that secularism was a
byproductby product of multiplicity religious and otherwise he maintains
that the modern world of religious impotence emerged rapidly after
the reformation as the church undertook to control less and less of
the affairs ofeveryday life themodernthe modern world says berger is fraught
with choices where to live how and where to work where to
worship what to believe who to have as friends and so 0onn he
argues that such choices did not exist in the medieval world that
society was staid and supported and sustained ala unified world with
accompanying religious world view berger suggests however that
protestantism facilitated the process of4 secularization by playing
down miracles magic sacraments and ceremonies and by exerting
less and lesscontrolless control over everyday life protestants stressed that man s

access to godgoa comes not through priestly intervention but by means
ofa personal encounter with god during a coveted conversion experi-
ence 35 at this point nerBerbergelandbergerandbergergerandand thomas cited earlier in this paper
agree that protestantism left the believer bereft of the ceremonial
supports offaith if as berger says the protestant could depend only
upon the conversion experience for support within the church it
would make it doubly hard for those americans outside the churches
who had no such eaithfaithhaith confirmconfirminging experience conversion never came
to many and this left them devoid ofcontact with the divine others
found themselves so confused by so many contradictory religious
claims that they were not certain where or whether god was made
manifest

ifconversion caused joseph smith difficulty as has been shown
other early mormonscormons had similar difficulties george A smith
reported that after attending many revivals he was the only one ofhis
group who was not converted and he was sealed up to damnation by
the congregationalists 36 willard richards had a similarexperisimilar expertexperi
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ence 37 warren foote went to methodistdist campmeetingscamp meetings but only to
see them jump and hear them shout andsingandringand sing and when they all got to
praying shouting andsingingand singing at once it was fun tometo me to hear
them 38 for foote god was not in the revivals lewis barneysaidbarney saidsald
that he had decided religion ofevery kind was a hoax and that none
was rightandrighthandnightright and that all preachers of religreligionionlon were hypochritsthathypochrits tharthat they
preached for money and popopularitypularityflarityularity 39 martin harris rereportedported

I1

that
before he became a mormon the spirit told me that 1I might just as
well plungeplunge myself into the water as to have any of the sects baptize
me 40 george laub about nineteen years of age saidhesaideesaidsald he atattendedtended
methodist meetings and sat on the mourners bench to pray to have
my sines forgiven I1 saughtbaught with earnest but all in vein to me I1 did
this in three evenings in succesionsuccessionSucces ion but found noe deleverenceleverencede the
third evening the priest told me to beleave I1 had it and then I1 would
have it I1 told him I1 could not beleavbeleaf that ihadachadaI1 had a thing when I1 knew
that it was not so I1 said if thisisthesisthis is relegeonthererelreirelegeonegeon there isis none for me 411

such people as these had to find the power ofgod elsewhere than
in the religious organizations they saw about them john sherer a
minister who lived at colesvillelesvilleCo in 1830 and knew some of the
mormon converts there said that all professing christians who do
not adhere to their the mormon system they consider as formalistsformalismsformalists
having the form of godliness bbutUt denyidenyldenyingng the power 1422 here was a
fundamental issue to the mormonscormons who repudiated the existing
institutions ifgod s power was not mmanifest by miracles and magic
many early latter day saints feared that the churches were man made
and that a secular world view might be right 433

priddy meeks writing in parowancarowanParowan utah in 1879 explained
what money digging and magic stones meant to some early latter
day saints he said A seer s stone appears to me to be the connect-
ing link between the visible and invisible worlds 44 for him it was a
means whereby the miraculous power of god which was missing
among the sects could be discerned thus it is evident that the
powers of the stone bolstered the faith of joseph smith during his
time of alienation toward the churches for stones and hazel rods
sometimes worked in marvelous fashion 455 when they did not there
was a ready made answer for failure priddy meeks warned it is not
safe to depend on peepstonespeepstones in any case where evil spirits have the
power toto put false appearances before them while looking inin a
peepstoneepstonepe ifevil spirits will not interfere the verdict will be as true as

preaching for priddy meeks these experiences were a source of the
verification of the reality of an unseen world meeks cites hyrum
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smith to this effect the patriarch hiram smith the brother of the
prophet joseph smith held the same idea but stated that our faith
was not strong enough to overcome the evil ininfluencesfl19

4

ncesaces that mmight19ht
interfere but seemed to think that time would come 46 the peep
stone might become an instrument of divine favor if its uferuseruser had
sufficient faith in the minds of those like hyrum smith and priddy
meeks revealed religion and magic served similar purposes they
were reassuring evidence of the power of god we must be awareaward of
this mind set if we are to avoid misreadingmisreadingthe the significance of the
mmoneyoney digging soursourcesces

NOTES

marvin S hill is a professor of history at brigham young university he writes 1 I am indebted to
ronald W walker for allowing merhe to read his paper prpriorlor to publication inthisin this journal and for several
helpful suggestions during the research and writing of this paper

see the palmyra reflector 6 january 1831 through 19 march 183118318511 for obediah dogberry s six

articles which develop the money digging thesis E D howe editor of the painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio
telegraph was an early advocate of the thesis and used it in his mormonism Vunvalledmailed painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio
E D howe 1834 A recent example of the use of the money digging thesis by anti mormonscormons is jerald
and sandra tanner s salamandergateSalamander gate in thejunethe june 1985 issue of their salt lake city messenger nono 57

2bab t if roberts the most widely read LDS historian of earlymormonismearly mormonism skirted the money
digging issue placing great emphasis on how hardworking the smith family was and affirming that if
they wergwerewere hardworking they had little time for money digging see his comprehensivecoprebensiverebensidesive history of the church
ofjesusof jerusjesusjeras christ ofoflatterlatierlatterlarler dafdaidaysaintssaints 6 vols reprint provo brigham young university press 196519651

14243 richard L Anandersondeison writing in 1970 also played down the moneymorley diggingissuedigging issue holding
that those who made money digging allegations were not well informed he quotes william smith
younger brother of the prophet that my statement on the subject is that the charges arearbare false see
joseph smiths new york reputation reappraised BYU studies 10 ESspringpringbring 197019701 283 314

william who was not always candid on other matters may have been putting the family s best foot
forward on this topic ibid 15

3foriforor example hugh W nibley says that the most damning charge against joseph smith is that
he was a money digger after reviewing contradictory testimony nibley concludes ifjosephifjoseph smith
is to be condemned I1 fear it must be on far better evidence than this the myth makers salt lake city
bookcraft 196119611 91 190 especially 91 190

church news 28 april 1985 6 president hinckley said the letterfetterietter has nothing to do with the
authenticity of the church he argued that the real test of the faith which both martin harris and
W W phelps had in joseph smith and his work is found in their lives

5foriforfor an account of the charges of fraud against hofmann see records allege hofmann sold
forged documents salt lake tribune 7 february 1986 A 1

rendells6rendellskendellsRendells discrediting of the documents discovered by hofmann first occurred on a salt lake city
television station but was repeated to the salt lake tribune 7 february 1986 A 2

7amongsamong7amongothersothers james dibowski former director of the US postal crime laboratory in cincin-
nati spoke for the authenticity of the blessing by byjosephjoseph smith ofhis son joseph III111 to succeed him see
provo herald 12 february 1986 14

8seeasee my joseph smith and the 1826 trial new evidence and new difficulties i BBYUYU studies 12

winter 1972 22333223 33 there can be little doubt that a trial took place although we have conflicting
reports as to the charges who testified and theverdictthe verdict in light of the forgery charges inin connection
with early mormon sources it would be well if the bills ofcost discovered by rev wesley walters were
submitted for testing as to authenticity a point I1 urged in the above mentioned piece

dkeith9keitheith thomas religion and the decline of magic london zeidenfieldweidenfieldWeidenfield and nicolson 1971

225022 50 70 93 117 28 151 73 20013200 13 224 45 636 643 66
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loionjon butler magic astrology and the early american religious heritage 1600 1760
american historical review 84 april 1979 331751717 46

ilionjon butler the dark ages ofofamericanamerican occultism 176018481760 1848 in the occult in america new
historical perspectives ed howard kerr and charles crow urbana university of illinois press 19831985
58 78

12several papers dealt with this topic at the sunstoneSunsrone symposium in august 1985 in salt lake city
aa3aA history oftheodtheof theohe divining rod with the adventures oganof an old rodsman US magazine and

democratic review 84 april 18503171850 317 21
14howe mormonism unavailedunvailed 240 48 emphasis added

anderson joseph smiths new york reputation reappraised 283 314
16nibley myth makers 91 190
17 deanjesseeDean jessee joseph knights recollectionRecollection ofearlyofearly mormon history BYU studies 17 Auautumnturrin

1976 3311 emphasis added
18historical magazine 1870 305 9 emphasis added
19lucylucy mack smith history MS librarylbrarylibrary archives historical division the church ofjesusof jesus

christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church archives emphasis added
20eldersjournalelders journaljulyJournal july 1838 43 to the question was not jo smith a money digger the editor

joseph himself said yes but it was never a very proffitableproffitable job to him as he only got fourteen dollars
a month for it

2quotedquoted in richard L bushmanjosiphbushman joseahjosephjosiphjaseph smith and the beginnings ofmormonismof mormonism urbana university
ofillinoisof illinois press 1984 69

22jamesjames colin brewster very important to the mormon money diggers springfield ill111111.iiilii 18431843 2 4
joseph smith sr is quoted as saying 1 I know more about money digging than any man inin this
generation for I1 have been in the business more than thirty years

23lucylucy mack smith history MS
24the book ofqfcommandmfntscommandments zion mo W W phelpsphelps&co& co 1833 19
25hoseahosea stout indicates that brigham young said the plates were found by means of a seer stone

juanita brooks ed on the mormon frontier the diary ofhoseaohosea stout salt lake city university ofutahofutah
press 196419641 2593 david whitmer said god gave to an unlearned boy joseph smith the gift to
translate it by means ofaogaofa STONE address to all believers in christ richmond mo 188711887 6 emma
smith said the plates were translated with a seer stone in a hat and michael morse an eyewitness
reported similarly see saintslleraldsaintsheraldSaintsHerald 3355 19 may 188811888 331051010 and 26 15 june 1879 190 9911

261nin his address to all believers 3311 32 david whitmer lamented thatjosephthattharrhar joseph smith gave up use of
the seer stone after finishing the translation of the plates he made a large point of the fact charchatthatthar later
revelations did not come through the stone and claimed that these revelations where joseph was
mouthpiece contradicted the scriptures

21 ibid 32 david whitmernoteswhitmer notes that hiram page prophesied that the stars would fall a few days
before it happened on 13 november 1833 joseph smith in his history indicates that page received two
revelations on church government and that the Whwhitmerirmer familybamily and oliver cowdery were believing
much in the things set forth by this stone see joseph smith history of the church ofjesusof jerasjesus christ of
latter day saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed rev 7 vols reprint salt lake city deseret book co
197119711 11110illoilio110ilollo however david whitmer said none of them pretended to dictate for the church
whitmer admitted that although oliver and I1 never thought much about them page s revelations
we talked of them and thought they might be from god or might be from satansaran see whitmer s

letter of 9 december 1886 in the saintsheraldsaintsSaint sHeraldHeraldherald3434 5 february 188711887 90
28remarks by brigham young at the salt lake bowery 19 july 1857 journal of discourses 5

liverliverpool9poolspool latter day saints book depot 1818585 8 5555
2 lucy mack smith history MS
3 tiffanyytiffanysotiffanysTiffanys monthly 1859 163 70
31joseph smith history 19
32 in his earliest history written in 1832 joseph said 1 I fell into transgression and sinned in many

things which brought wound upon my soul see milton backmanbackmanjosephjoseahjosephjosegh smiths first vision salt lake
city bookcraft 1971 157

33 alexander neibaur journal nndd LDS church archives
340liver340oliverliverilver cowdery said that on the eve ofofjosephjoseph s first vision the all important question was if a

supreme being did exist that he was accepted of him latter day saintsmessengersaints messenger and advocate 1

february 183511835185518551 78
35peterpeter L berger the sacred canopy new york doubleday anchor 1969 11112111 12
36autobiography36 autobiography of george A smith millennial star 27 15 july 1865407818654071865 4078407 8
3claireciaireaclaireclaire noall intimate discipledisciplesaltsaitsalt lake city university ofutahofutah press 1957 65 69i69 7711
38autobiography of warren foote 4 LDS church archives
39journal39journal of lewis barney 16 LDS church archives
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4martinbmartinmartin harris s statement dictated to a ascribescribe and dated 4 september 1870 is in the LDS church
archives

4georgecgeorgegeorge laub s nauvoo journal ed eugene england BBYUYU studies 18 winter 1978 155
42jojohnn sherer to absolem peters correspondence secretary of thethe american Hhomeommieoffie missionary

society 18 november 1830 AHMS collection amisteadaminsteadAm istead research center new orleans
43on this point james turner argues that evangelical protestants surrendered all belief in a god

who intervenes inin nature contrary to natural law As he put it church leaders swallowed the deist
conception ofaogaofa natural law god this was obviously devastating to many members ofthe lower class in
america who wanted strong evidence that a personal god controlled the universe and acted to their
personal benefit see turner s without god without creed origins of unbelief in america baltimore
johns hopkins university 1985 73.7375

44journal44 journal ofpriddypriddymeeksmeeks utah historical quarterly 101019421942 180
45 for an insightful discussion of how water witching is sometimes effective and seems so even to

educated farmers today see evon vogt and ray hyman water witching USA chicago university of

chicadochicapochicago press 1979 191 213
4journal4 journal ofpriddypriddymeeksmeeks 180



the mature joseph smith and
treasure searching

richard lloyd anderson

joseph smith turned twenty one at the end of 1826 and the
following year began adult responsibilities as he married and set up
his small farm contemporary records are available after that time
since he obtained the plates late in 1827 and recorded revelations in
1828 in 1829 there are written revelations important letters the
surviving book of mormon manuscript and newspaper articles on
the new faith before these years there is a kind of prehistory a term
normally applied to early cultures without written sources such a
term could be misused for the prophet s recollections of youthful
religious experiences are early and impressive in detail yet the
analogy of prehistory is useful in areas not later noted for his teen
years have few contemporary documents and thus invite speculation

the past year intensified the study of the prophet s early life
because of the release of two treasure letters seeming to illuminate
the pre book of mormon period but the coming year and more will
be needed to clarify charges of fraud against the main dealer associ-
ated with these manuscripts the questionable letter ofjosephofjoseph smith
to josiah stowell in 1825 has a clever spirit guarding a treasure
hoard 1 the questionable 1830 letter from martin harris to william
W phelps claims that joseph spoke of a salamander and old spirit
at the hill in 1827 thoughjosephthough joseph s real experience could be obscured
by such a singular secondhand report 2 publicity on these documents
has stimulated research and reevaluation some of it asserting a
lifelong interest of the prophet in paranormal discovery of riches
this paper examines the basis of such claims after 1827 and finds
them wanting

most sources on onjosephjoseph smith s early treasure digging are histor-
ically flawed because of late recollection extreme bias or remote
hearsay but there are some early correlations in mormon and non
mormon versions of the 1825 excavations of josiah stowell and the
1826 trial of joseph smith most researchers will not contest young
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joseph s treasure involvement then but some are confident that
joseph never abandoned mystic methods for finding buried wealth
their argument rests mainly on two doctrine and covenants revela-
tions plus a newly found revelation sold by the same dealer whose
early treasure letters are legally suspect the purported revelation of
1838 contains treasure language with close parallels in the old
testament joseph smith s blessings and revelations to the church
this problematic missouri document raises the question of several
meanings of treasure in the prophet s pre nauvoo language more-
over joseph s published history of that time furnishes a deceptive
reference to buried treasure in missouri a reference which is impor-
tant to clarify

the length of this paper is justified by the importance of the
subject and the attention it has recently attracted this study collects
available references relevant to joseph s mature views on treasure
digging but each joseph smith source must be examined in careful
context for mere verbal associations can gloss over historical reali-
ties there may be distinctly different applications of such catch-
words as treasure earth or rod before we look closely at the main
joseph smith documents that include such terms his public reac-
tions to the first exposure attempts will be studied for clues to his own
perspectives in ohio the prophet and his chief spokesman oliver
cowdery established an official position downgrading the new york
money digging practices this study probes whether the prophet s

private views and acts are consistent with that self definition the
concluding sections come back to joseph s youthful environment and
early revelations with the theme of transition every phase of this
study strongly discloses the seriousnessseriousness of a mission transcending the
false starts ofjoseph smith s teens

PUBLISHED statements

reevaluation can be overreactionoverreaction thus the supposed treasure
letters have caused some to reinstate the 1833 palmyra manchester
affidavits as accurate recollections so a review of why these affidavits
are tainted is important and that old story will be told here with
some new material and another critical purpose is served foforgor josephrJoseph
smith s and oliver cowdery s responses can be understood only in
terms of particular charges of the affidavits these are tempting but
dangerous to use since they claim too much to be credible selection
from them is generally a subjective exercise therefore the prophet s
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early life must be synthesized mainly from later autobiographical
summaries a pattern he shares with numerous public figures who
came up from obscurity if joseph later underplayed his youthful
involvement in treasure digging by admitting imperfections with-
out giving details it is equally obvious that the intense denuncia-
tions from the most negative neighbors are grossly overdone

such exaggerations are historical satire not history as if an
estimate of lincoln could be based on the crude cartoons of the
opposition press the 1833 affidavits labeled the smith family as
lazy though detailed family history proves the contrary backed up
by sixty acres of cleared land with improvements the warnings of a
new york historian about the affidavits overstatements on this
major issue remain a wholesome caution to historians reexamining
the early sources on the prophet

every circumstance seems to invalidate the obviously prejudiced testi-
monials of unsympathetic neighbors collected by one hostile individ-
ual whose style of composition stereotypes the language of numerous
witnesses that the smiths were either squatters or shiftless frontier
drifters many an honest and industrious farmer followed their
identical experience pursued by bad luck or poor judgment and
sought a new fling at fortune farther west no doubt the smiths like
many oftheir fellows wasted valuable time hunting gold at the proper
turn of the moon one of the potent sources ofjosephofjoseph s local ill repute
may well have been the jealousy ofother persons who failed to discover
golden plates in the glacial sands of the drumlinsdrumminsdrum lins 3

since the 1833 statements miss the mark on laziness they
demand similar caution on money digging the prophet described
working on a treasure project but did not say that he actively directed
others where to dig thus this author earlier admitted the possibility
of aggressive treasure seeking on the part of the smith family but
left the question open if it took place they participated in a passing
cultural phenomenon shared widely by people of known honesty 4

A year after that statement appeared the reimbursement of costs was
discovered in an 1826 misdemeanor case against joseph smith in-
volving treasure digging oliver cowdery had noted such a trial
before 1827 saying joseph was honorably acquitted after being
charged as a disorderly person before the authorities of the
county 5 when the constable s billings for such a hearing were
discovered in 19711971 the trial date and amounts corresponded to the
published summary testimony suggesting its authenticity but
fairness to josephtojoseph smith is another question since these sketchy notes
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were quite clearly taken by a skeptic who indulged in mild ridicule of
the youth s claims in this frameworkjosephframework joseph is reported as admitting

that he had a certain stone which he had occasionally looked at to
determine where hidden treasures were and had looked for
mr stowell several times that at palmyra he had frequently
ascertained in that way where lost property was that he has
occasionally been in the habit of looking through this stone to find lost
property for three years but of late had pretty much given it
up that he did not solicit business of this kind and had always
rather declined having anything to do with this business 6

in an 1859 interview martin harris recalled that joseph could
find a lost object through his stone and that the older smith men were
involved in a money digging company both joseph and his mother
refute treasure searching accusations without total denials and lucy
mack smith comments that josiah stowell came from pennsylvania
to enlist joseph s help in his excavations because he heard the youth
11 possessed certain keys by which he could discern things invisible to
the natural eye

7 yet the extent of such activity is hard to recon
stractstruct so these particularized reports certainly do not validate all the
tall storiesstones of anti mormon folklore or the extensive hearsay in county
histories

responsible investigation will not jump from harris and the
stowell involvement to the neighborhood certificates it should first
ask how joseph smith answered the 1833 certificates indeed he
spoke not only of their content but of the character motivation and
methods of the man who gathered them doctor his given name
philastusphilistusPhilastus hurlbut mormon histories easily prove hurlbut s bias and
impeach his motives but unpublished sources also verify the defects
noted by virtually every person who mentioned him ironically his
own character appears to be worse than the worst he gathered about

Q

joseph smith
joseph s journal notes hurlbut s appearance in kirtland as a new

member on 13 march 1833 when the prophet conversed with him
considerably about the book of mormon 9 within the week hurl
but was ordained an elder and returned to the mission field to preach
but three months later he was tried by the bishop s council of high
priests in a charge of unchristian conduct with the female sex and
he was granted an appeal to the kirtland higher council then
presided over by joseph smith his liberal confession moved the
court to mercy this council decided that the bishop s council
decided correctly before and that bro H s crime was sufficient to cut
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him off from the church but on his confession he was restored
two days later the decision was reversed when evidence surfaced
11 that bro D P H said that he had deceived joseph smith god or
the spirit by which he is actuated etc 10 but hurlbut insisted on
the last word E D howe was then editor of the telegraph which he
had earlier founded in painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio a dozen miles from mormon
kirtland he remembered hurlbut s next moves

in 1833 and 34 many leading citizens of kirtland and geaugageaugh
co employed and defrayed the expenses of doctor philastusphilistusPhilastus hurl-
but and sent him to palmyra NY and penn to obtain affidavits
showing the bad character of the mormon smith family hurl-
but returned to ohio and lectured about the county on the origins of
mormonism and the book of mormon I1 heard him lecture inin
painesvillegainesvillePainesville he finally came to me to have this evidence he had
obtained published I1 bargained to pay him in books

since hurlbut s support came from those who sought to expose
joseph smith a balanced picture would not be expected the
prophet was apprehensive even before hurlbut gathered his new
york evidence hurlbut had been expelled from the church for lewd
and adulterous conduct and to spite us he is lying in a wonderful
manner and the people are running after him and giving him money
to break down mormonism 12 his new york affidavits were gath-
ered in november and december 1833 and his employers were
happy with the result early the following year they advertised that
they had employed D P hurlbut and that his evidence proved
that solomon spaulding really wrote the book of mormon and that
joseph smith could now be stripped of all claims to the character of
an honest man 13

joseph smith soon took successful legal action against hurlbut s

physical threats but the point here is the prophet s response to the
negative testimonials the first presidency warned missouri leaders
that unreliable material was circulating

doctor hurlbut an apostate elder from this church has been to the
state ofnew york and gathered up all the ridiculous storiesstories that could
be invented and some affidavits respecting the character of bro
joseph and the smith family and exhibited them to numerous congre-
gations in chagrin kirtland mentor and painesvillegainesvillePaines ville and fired the
minds of the people with much indignation against bro joseph and
the church

these first mormon reactions were defensive but not blanket
denials they are traceable to joseph smith or oliver cowdery who
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as a schoolteacher had lived with the smiths in new york before
assisting in book of mormon translation neither joseph nor oliver
denied treasure digging but both said there was serious defamation
oliver cowdery who managed the church newspaper in kirtland
claimed that a hostile community had used hurlbut fostering every
foolish report that ignorance could believe or malice could invent
he also noted the known credibility gap pointing out that reliable
materials would have been collected by a more respectable agent 15

joseph smith was sarcastic about the man with doctor as a mere
personal name A doctor not of physic but of falsehood 161 even
hurlbut s publisher E D howe painted an unfavorable picture of
the man he later commented hurlbut was always an unreliable
fellow and on another occasion he characterized hurlbut in these
terms he was good sized fine looking full of gab but illiterate
and had lectured on many subjects 7

editor howe added long histories of the book of mormon
and mormonism and by october 1834 his copy was ready 18 on
28 november he advertised that mormonism unavailedunvailed was just
published and contained the truth about the mormonite imposi-
tion 19 joseph smith reacted quickly publishing an overview of his
early life in the december issue of the church newspaper he
answered the hurlbut howe affidavits by mentioning his ac-
cusers and explaining his youth oliver cowdery had begun print-
ing installments on the new york history of the prophet in october
but in december he specifically mentioned the need of accurate
information to convince the public of the incorrectness of those
scurrilous reports which have inundated ourovaoua land 20 joseph smith s

statement admitted an imperfect past but not serious sins what he
outlined was all and the worst that my accusers can substantiate
against my moral character his remarks specifically applied to his

residence in the palmyra area from the age ofoftenten until I1 was
twenty one the years from 1816 when the family arrived inin new
york to 1827 when joseph married obtained the plates and
moved from his parents home

during this timetime as is common to most or all youths I1 fell into many
vicesvices and follies but as my accusers are and have been forward to
accuse me of being guilty of gross and outrageous violations of the
peace and good order of the community I1 take the occasion to remark
that I1 have not neither can it be sustained inin truth been guilty of
wronging or injuring any man or society ofmen and those imperfec-
tions to which I1 allude and for which I1 have often had occasion to
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lament were a light and too often vain mind exhibiting a foolish and
trifling conversation 21

this answer takes shape in the light of the affidavits trifling
conversation is the key which has nothing to do with speech for
11conversation in the king james bible is action or pattern of life 22

so joseph smith really confesses foolish and trivial actions though
in the religious language of another generation for instance the
prophet earlier wrote of the church member s obligation of a godly
walk and conversation dacd&c 2069 strict synonyms indeed in
his answer to howe he went on to talk of this public confession of my
former uncircumspect walk and unchaste conversation reiterative
phrases meaning improper activity 23

so what activity was the prophet confessing the affidavits are
the guide for the repeated charges were threefold the smiths were a
lying and indolent set of men and the general employment of the

family was digging for money 242 lying laziness and money dig-
ging are woven into the hurlbut affidavits in 1834 joseph smith
stressed that he had not injured the community which most obvi-
ously denies lying we know historically that neither he nor his
family were guilty of indolence or laziness 25 so the major charge left
is money digging which certainly fits joseph smith s acknowledg-
ment of trifling conversation meaning trivial activity such
general language could fit other youthful follies as well but money
digging is the glaringly visible charge not expressly challenged 262

oliver cowdery s account ofjosephofjoseph smith s early history contin-
ued regularly for ten months after the issue containing the prophet s

answer to the affidavits the closing installment suggests finality
since it covers an unusually long time and concludes with gratitude
that thousands now believe and are members of the church 27 here
oliver surveyed the period 1823 to 1827 discussed in hurlbut s

interviews the later teens that joseph spoke about and these final
comments complete his purpose stated right after howe s book
appeared to combat the slanderous reports with a correct ac-
count 28 joseph smith s response to howe had only been general
but oliver was more specific even mentioning joseph smith s trial
and acquittal on the charge of being a disorderly person sometime
11previous to his obtaining the records of the nephitesNephites 29 As already
mentioned notations of fees in this case have surfaced along with
later recollections about it there is also a record a highly con-
densed selection ofjosephofjoseph s testimony even ifcontemporary it is far
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from a balanced statement of his words in court or of his religious
views 30 but the point here is the basic credibility of cowdery s

survey of joseph s 1823 27 personal life since oliver includes this
charge relating to pre mormon money digging one not even in the
hurlbut howe affidavits

oliver cowdery responds to each of the charges most repeated in
the affidavits laziness lying and money digging he introduces his
rebuttals in consequence of certain false and slanderous reports
which have been circulated for by some he is said to have been a
lazy idle vicious profligate fellow cowdery s refutation rests on
his own experience with joseph s personal and moral merits and the

many persons with whom I1 have been intimately acquainted
regarding laziness and lying persons of unquestionable in-
tegrity agree in saying that he was an honest upright virtuous
and faithfully industrious young man repeating his rebuttal
oliver adds 1 I have been told by those for whom he has labored that
he was a young man of truth and industrious habits 31 since the
whole smith family was included in hurlbut s salvos oliver cow-
dery also defends their honesty and industry admitting their poverty
and reverses which he had shared from the time he entered their
home as the neighborhood schoolteacherschookeacher in 1828

oliver named the affidavit of isaac hale found in the produc-
tions of those who have sought to destroy the validity of the book of
mormon along with certain statements of some others of the
inhabitants of that section of the country these are pointed refer-
ences to howe s printing of the susquehanna valley affidavits
including that of joseph s father in law who claimed that joseph
sought treasure through a seer stone forforjosiahjosiah stowell oliver skirts
this issue claiming exaggeration because of that project joseph was
accused of digging down all or nearly so the mountains of susque-

hanna or causing others to do it by some art of necromancy here
joseph s apologist does exactly what joseph had done earlier he
vigorously contradicts the claims of dishonesty and indolence but
does not specifically deny treasure hunting indeed oliver goes into
some detail on stowell s spanish mine but then trails off with the hint
that there is more that could be told this I1 believe isis the
substance so far as my memory serves though I1 shall not pledge my
veracity for the correctness of the account as I1 have given oliver
thus avoids a full history of how joseph s group was excavating the
earth in pursuit of this treasure but his point is that detail is

irrelevant joseph is now worthy of the appellation of a seer and a



the maturejosephbaturmatureMaturnatur ejosephjoseph smith and treasure searching 497

prophet of the lord even though he is a man subject to passion like
other men beset with infirmities and encompassed with weak-
nesses 32

this sentence brings the evidence full circle for oliver is really
paraphrasing what joseph said about himself in the pre 1827 years
both stress that the real issue is not what joseph smith was but what
he became both talk of joseph s earlier questionable pursuits and
equate them with imperfections and weaknesses both tacitly
admit joseph s money digging as a past irrelevant activity this
public position continued through the prophet s career in nauvoo
when john taylor vigorously criticized such practices by the brew-
ster group whose young spiritual leader claimed rival revelations
john taylor was accountable to joseph smith in his public state-
ments and the prophet allowed the following criticisms to stand
without comment

this said brewster is a minor but has professed for several years to have
the gift ofseeing and looking through or into a stone and has thought
that he has discovered money hid in the ground inin kirtland ohio his
father and some of our weak brethren who perhaps have had some
confidence in the ridiculous stories that are propagated concerning
joseph smith about money digging have assisted him in his foolish
plans for which they were dealt with by the church they were at that
time suspended and would have been cut off from the church if they
had not promised to desist from their ridiculous and pernicious

33ways

young brewster soon published an answer angrily aiming at his
real enemy 1 I have good reason to believe it was written by joseph
smith or at least by his directions then he counterclaimedcounterclaimed that the
prophet s father and alva beaman were the principal movers in
getting him to discover and obtain the treasures which are hid in the
earth 34 in fact brewster claimed to have been blessed by the elder
smith for the above purpose although this might not be more than a
patriarchal blessing since similar wording appears in a number of
blessings ofjoseph smith sr in surviving mormon journals such
language is not always literal however and brewster s one sided
account may be as flawed here as it is at other places 35 for instance
he represents himself as hypocritically condemned for money digging
by the kirtland high council which included some others that had
engaged in the practice but that misstates the real issue of his
kirtland trial and the nauvoo public criticism which started by
warning the church against brewster s 1842 publication of his
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revelations the information about money digging was added to
portray brewster s unreliability kirtland high council minutes
have nothing on digging but state false revelation as his overriding
fault just as it was in illinois

the charge was for giving heed to revelations said to be translated from
the book of mormon by collin brewster he entering into a written
covenant different from the articles and covenants of the church of
the latter day saints and following a vain and delusive spirit 363

john taylor had exposed brewster s false revelations and inci-
dentally had condemned his kirtland money digging brewster s

answer sidestepped the larger issue of becoming counterprophetcounter prophet but
named others as encouraging money digging at kortlandkirtlandKirdand he sought
to tar the prophet with the same brush by sarcastically noting
joseph s trip to salem for treasure an incident next to be discussed
but though attacking the prophet brewster does not implicate
joseph in continuing the mystic searches of early new york he does
accuse joseph smith sr and john smith of encouraging these
practices yet those two presided over the kirtland higher council
when brewster was humbled since his motive is to blacken them
the truth ofhis charges is not clear that cannot be decided here ifat
all but at most brewster s claims would mean that new york money
digging continued with some mormonscormons in kirtlandkirdandkirlandKirdand except for
salem brewster only involves the prophet in retrospective hints
threatening in his pamphlet to give the history of the money diggers
from the beginning an apparent reference to his mention of father
smith s conversations about new york where the money digging
business was carried on to a great extent by the smith family

the same format is followed by an early ohio dissenter ezra
booth disillusioned by human weakness and the idea of missouri as

zion in 1818313 1 he ridiculed his mormon experiences

it passes for a current fact in the mormonite church that there are
immense treasures in the earth especially in those places in the state of
new york from which many of the mormonitesMormo nites emigrated last spring
and when they become sufficiently purified these treasures are to be
poured into the lap of their church and then to use their own
language they are to be the richest people in the world these
treasures were discovered several years since by means of the dark
glass the same with which smith says he translated most of the book
of mormon several of those persons together with smith who were
formerly unsuccessfully engaged inin digging and searching for these
treasures now reside in this county and from them I1 received this
information 37
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booth also stops short of implicating joseph smith in continued
belief in treasure digging booth published his letters to expose a
false prophet but he merely recites continued commitment of some
new york mormonscormonsMormons not any joseph smith example so booth s

exposesexpos6s in ohio and brewster s in illinois suggest that many private
convictions about money digging did not die suddenly but the lack
of direct accusationaccusation ofofjosephjoseph smith is striking booth and brewster
were but two of a dozen important figures who became disenchanted
and sought to rationalize their positions by written exposes of the
prophet these were generally articulate men who sought their
self interest or who thought their views on doctrine or church man-
agement were superior to the prophet s these apostasiesapostasies occurred
not only during the ohio but also during the missouri and illinois
periods so far their handbooks of joseph smith s weaknesses have
anticipated whatever has been said on that question for the obvious
reason that they knew their subject firsthand this negative literature
turns out to be an important control on how to assess the prophet s

connection with treasure digging and these exposures mention only
pre mormon new york searches and the special trip to salem in
1836 As just discussed the prophet and oliver cowdery essentially
admitted the former and joseph smith sources also include the
salem incident and verify its purpose since the mormon founder s

life is so well illuminated by hostile contemporaries faithful jour-
nals and detailed personal records further treasure involvement is

not likely beyond early new york and the salem trip

THE SALEM VISIT IN CONTEXT

why didjosephdid joseph smith go to salem in 1836 the answer is more
complex than is generally known the negative version was given by
james C brewster seven years later stung by john taylor s criticism
of money digging brewster accused joseph smith of being the real
source and struck back if he has a good memory he will remember
the house that was rented in the city of boston with the expectation
of finding a large sum of money buried in or near the cellar the
boston inaccuracy hints that brewster s information was not as direct
as that ofofebeneezerebeneezer robinson who gives his source as the prophet s

brother with whom he worked in the kirtland printing office
brewster s summary and robinson s negative recollection are the
points of beginning to be corrected by details now available in other
historical sources since an overview is helpful at the outset
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robinson s entire narrative of the incident is spliced together here
from his memoirs a half century later

A brother in the church by the name of burgess had come to
kirtland and stated that a large amount of money had been secreted in
the cellar of a certain house in salem massachusetts which had
belonged to a widow and he thought he was the only person living
who had knowledge of it or to the location of the house we saw the
brother burgess but don carlos smith told us with regard to the
hidden treasure his statement was credited by the brethren and steps
were taken to try and secure the treasure ofwhich we will speak more
fully in another place

we soon learned that four of the leading men of the church had
been to salem massachusetts in search of the hidden treasure spoken
of by brother burgess viz joseph smith jr hyrum smith sidney
rigdon and oliver cowdery

we were informed that brother burgess met them in salem
evidently according to appointment but time had wrought such a
change that he could not for a certainty point out the house and soon
left they however found a house which they felt was the right one
and hired it it is needless to say they failed to find that treasure or the
other gold and silver spoken of in the revelation 38

the prophet visited a city ofpast glory and lingering prosperity
that year a patriotic editor observed that from 1790 to
1800 has always been considered the golden age of salem 39 by
1836 docks that had once received the goods of the world were being
redeveloped 40 fortunes had been made and rumors of secret wealth
had some basis in 18183818583 8 hawthorne published peter goldthwaite s

treasure a story ofsearching for a trunk of money in a salem house
the author sketched an exciting find with the twist that it turned out
to be devalued continental paper hawthorne s plot began with
looking for an immense hoard of the precious metals which was said
to exist somewhere in the cellar or walls or under the floors in some
concealed closet or other out of the way nook of the house 411

joseph smith went to salem on a similar rumor perhaps no more
specific than this brewster was indefinite buried in or near the
cellar but robinson says only that it was secreted in the cellar of a
certain house inin salem 422 so joseph smith went east in search of
treasure not necessarily to dig for it since neither source is

firsthand the details are not necessarily trustworthy we shall later
see variance with the 1836 evidence on one event

joseph and hyrum smith sidney rigdon and oliver cowdery
left for new york and the boston area on 25 july 1836 ebeneezer
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robinson was sarcastic in hindsight but any journey must be judged
by its prospects at the outset what is the difference between
disreputable money digging and a reasonable mining venture only
the projected probability of success on this scale the justification
for going to salem was proportional to the reliability of information
were the leaders too eager to believe that a providential find would
relieve their heavy personal debts and the related debts of the church
they talked to a man who claimed to have definite information on a
likely city any guidebook at that time would have said something
about the commercial prosperity of the place during the active
trade with the east indies and china some years ago 433 indeed
joseph smith had family knowledge of such a hoard for right after
the salem golden age his father s agent had embezzled the profits of
his ginseng shipment to china before the swindler left for canada
lucy s brother had been shown the proceeds that really belonged to
joseph s parents a trunk of silver and gold 44 in the year the
prophet visited salem a local newspaper still listed wealth as one
of the city s characteristics 45 on arrival oliver cowdery verified his
expectations the inhabitants as I1 learned are generally wealthy and
the almost entire business of the place is commercial 46

the month was now august the mormon leaders had quickly
traveled to new york on lake erie the erie canal and the hudson
after a short stay in commercial manhattan they took the provi-
dence ferry and boston railroad arriving in the area the afternoon of
5 august 477 robinson suggests that their kirtland informant pre-
ceded them we were informed that brother burgess met them inin
salem evidently according to appointment but time had wrought
such a change that he could not for certainty point out the house and
soon left 48 did burgess meet them on arrival doctrine and
covenants 111 was given the day after the visitors came to the area
its mood either is prophetic of burgess s ineptitude or reflects the
frustration of the letdown this revelation repeatedly emphasizes
that the treasure they came to seek is not the treasure they would get
thus they were not necessarily promised the riches they expected

this salem message has been called a false prophecy because its
promised wealth was never received but the definition of riches came
in doublets a scriptural pattern of restating one idea inin two aspects
the salem instruction has this striking parallel



502 BBYUYU studies

concern not yourselves concern not yourselves
about your debts about zion
for I1 will give you for I1 will deal
power to pay them mercifully with her
dacd&cd&c1115111iliiii 5 dacd&c 1116

such similar phrasing suggests that paying debts and the welfare of
zion were but different forms of the same hope in fact the prophet
typically linked them in public statements and in private prayers
another set of paired phrases relates to this debt zion promise

I1 have much treasure and many people
in this city for you in this city whom I1

will gather out inin due time
for the benefit of zion for the benefit of zion
dacd&cd&clll2a1112a1112a through your instrumentality

dacd&cd&clll2b1112b

in this literary parallel gather correlates with treasure which
in the first half of the revelation is equated with gold and silver
dacd&c 1114 this verse says that salem s much treasure and
11 many people will each contribute to the same cause the benefit
of zion these similarities of wording and style strongly point to an
equivalence of idea the gathering of the converts is at the same time
a gathering of their resources this conclusion is reinforced by
placement of in due time alongside promises of conversions and
wealth 1 there are many people in this city whom I1 will gather
out in due time dacd&c 111liilil11122 2 this city and its wealth will be
given over to church leaders in due time dacd&c 1114 this
chronological match also associates the wealth ofofsalemsalem with conver-
sions from salem

these stylistic pointers are verified by other revelations and by
the realities of church finance at that time needing strategic
non mormon land presidents smith cowdery and williams had
prayed in 1834 that the lord would send faithful saints to purchase
their farms that this stake may be strengthened and its borders
enlarged 49 church programs at kirtland heavily depended on
special donations from early 181830s3 Os converts such as john tanner and
vienna jacques although its unique circumstances tend to isolate
the salem revelation as a special case it continues a distinct theme in
the early doctrine and covenants in the 183183118511851 apocalyptic language
of gathering enlightened israel would bring forth their rich trea-
sures to zion dacd&c 13330 and in 1835 came the phrasing that
the lord would consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my
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gospel to the poor and by implication to the full needs of the
church dacd&c 4239 so salem s gathering for the benefit ofofzionzion
had clear economic overtones in the light ofjoseph s earlier revela-
tions on gathering salem exemplifies the spiritual and material
developments that the prophet saw synoptically and ultimately as
fast as ye are able to receive them dacd&c I111111liili11 11 joseph was a
developer of programs for right after the salem trip the kirtland
bank was organized but a year after the bank s 1837 failure came the
successful system ofcf tithing based on contribution of convert surplus
and regular proportionate giving dacd&c 1191 5

thus the salem revelation is attuned to the reality of increasing
numbers and expanding church economy six years after the
prophet s visit erastus snow raised up a salem branch of 100 before a
number migrated to build nauvoo and its temple these included
resourceful pioneers howard eagan and nathaniel ashby whose
illinois brick home stands as evidence of savings transferred from
salem to nauvoo 50 if the 1836 revelation rebuked the leaders for
their follies in coming for treasure the actual wording is more
positive 1I the lord your god am not displeased with your coming
this journey notwithstanding your follies dacd&c I11111iiiilili11 1 there was
a new york business phase to be discussed shortly so the trip as a
whole may have been prudent with the follies being too eager
hopes for an easy find or joseph smith may have used follies in his
normal sense of personal transgressions without negative judgment
on the salem visit according to robinson the lead was represented
as a solid one only to vanish on their arrival at salem if so fault lay
more on burgess than the mormon presidency like david whit-
mer ex mormon robinson wanted an infallible prophet not merely
a responsible leader receiving revelation in the midst of real struggle
so robinson s facts are broader than his personal explanation of
them 51

did the mormon leaders gain control of the treasure house
brewster claimed that it was rented and hinted at digging 52

similarly robinson wrote they however found a house which
they felt was the right one and hired it 53 but two weeks after their
arrival joseph wrote emma from salem that they had no immediate
hope of getting possession

bro hyrum is about to start for home before the rest of us which
seems wisdom in god as our business here can not be determined as
soon as we would wish to have it with regard to the great object
of our mission you will be anxious to know we have found the house
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since bro burgess left us very luckily and providentially as we had
one spell been most discouraged the house is occupied and it will
require much care and patience to rent or buy it 54

hyrum left with this letter apparently feeling that he could not
wait longer and the rest soon came to the same conclusion six days
after joseph wrote emma a salem newspaper updated the stories of
latter day saint preaching

mr rigdon the mormon preacher who introduced himself at our
lyceum last week has sincesince left the city with his three or four
associates itlt is said they retain possession of the tenement leased by
them in union street and intend to return to this city next spring 55

this report that the mormonscormons had since left the city was printed on
25 august oliver cowdery wrote a letter with a boston dateline the
day before 24 august 565 on that date the boston daily times re-
ported that joseph smith and sidney rigdon were present in boston
meeting the day before yesterday which would be 2222 august 57so57 so
the move of the prophet sidney and oliver came within a few days
after joseph s letter to emma on 19 august As quoted joseph said
that access to the building was not likely then the house is

occupied and it will require much care and patience to rent or buy
it so present evidence contradicts robinson and brewster on hiring
the house and searching for treasure in it the editor reporting the
move knew of only one residence in the two andaand a half weeks they
were in salem they retain possession of the tenement leased by
them in union street indeed tenement is normally an apart-
ment not a whole building a further indication that they probably
failed to gain possession of the house mentioned in joseph s let

58ter
but the leaders activities in the east had broader scope there

were public speeches in salem and boston by eloquent sidney
rigdon leadership conferences with apostles brigham young and
lyman E johnson needed recreation and much instructive sight-
seeing in boston and new york 59 this is a reminder that busy
people often make trips for more than one reason the overriding
problem of kirtland in late 1836 was paying for the temple and
maintaining credit and cash flow in stores and land operations early
in the following year sidney rigdon explained publicly that approx-
imately 13000 was outstanding on the temple evidently for
purchase of supplies and wages paid by goods charged on accounts 60

large creditors included new york wholesalers so personal negotianegolia
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tionseions of the first presidency there are highly probable 61 they must
have given some time either to maintaining good relations in existing
accounts or establishing new ones 622 the salem journey should be
called an eastern journey for there was first a week in new york city
then two weeks in salem and about a week in boston afterward 63

did these church leaders stake all on a salem find they
returned in early september and in just two months had a finished
11 constitution for a mormon bank the constitution was adopted in
a formal organization meeting on 2 november 64 advance planning
for this step was necessary and such is hinted in cowdery s shipboard
letter written right after an intense week in new york s business
district there is money yet in wall street and draper under-
wood and others ready to help incorporated bodies to plates and
dies to make more 655 therefore on their way to salem the first
presidency seriously investigated the banking business as a means of
capitalizing church debts two engraving firms are mentioned here
and on his return oliver cowdery was delegated to philadelphia to
procure plates for the institution 66 his mention of the
underwood firm in new york suggests that some tentative ar-

rangementrangement was then made for the bank notes for its philadelphia
branch later supplied them 677

cowdery s reference to money yet in wall street may also
mean that lending agents were contacted but at a minimum his
mention of printing plates for incorporated bodies shows that the
first presidency was issuing the first publicity on the bank on the way
to salem in cowdery s letter of 4 august they returned to kirtl-
and in early september and some six weeks later opened their books
with the first purchase of stock recorded on 18 october 68

thus salem was really incidental to more substantial attempts to
restructure church debts by 1 creating immediate capital through
mormon banking 2 establishing credit or extending due dates of
wholesalers accounts 3 meeting short term needs through new
loans 4 insuring longtermlong term resources through regularizedregularizer contribu-
tions of converts and members this journey investigated and an-
nounced the first program and the salem revelation shows continued
thought given to the last one it is probable some of the time in new
york was devoted to the second program with a suggestion of the
third in cowdery s reference to wall street money responsible
managers have contingency plans and good investors spread the risk
since joseph s salem visit is one of multiple eastern goals his phrase
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to emma on the great object of our mission perhaps refers only to
its salem phase

this 1836 trip remains the only known treasure quest of the
prophet after beginning the book of mormon translation but pre
1827 efforts are strikingly different salem represents searching for
wealth but the important question is what kind of searching in the
salem incident inside information came from an informant claiming
knowledge of a location not from a paranormal process through a
stone or a rod the patterns described in the 1826 trial are not
repeated in joseph smith s later pursuit of a new england hoard
some assume similarities in these two episodes but differences loom
larger not every speculative venture is money digging it is superfi-
cial to verbally equate treasure in 1826 with treasure in 1836 without
distinguishing the mystical context of the former from the practical
context of the latter

MISSOURI PROBLEMS AND scriptural perspective

although missouri was designated for the mormon gathering
since 183118318511851 kirtland was a more natural geographical center of the
church for a time but the collapse of kirtland precipitated joseph
smith s move to missouri at the beginning of 1838 his exploration
for settlement there produced a trivial incident that has been
overusedoverused in the past year s preoccupation with treasure sources the
prophet s printed history mentions riding by an early earthwork and
these words are put in his mouth these mounds were probably
erected by the aborigines of the land to secrete treasures I1 no
digging for such treasures is indicated in this history or any known
missouri source the context is opinion not divination but in view
of the document behind this incident the opinion does not even
appear to be that ofjosephofjoseph smith

the history of the church for 1838 is based on the scriptory
book kept by george W robinson whose position as general
church recorder and clerk for the first presidency had been re-
affirmed at the conference of 6 april 1838 70 his record is the
manuscript history from march to september of that year and in-
cludes official letters and many revelations although it begins with
first person dictation of the prophet it quickly moves to robinson s

own style and candid observations As historian dean C jessee notes
with the exception of the first two pages the journal portion of the

record was written by robinson as he observed joseph s comings and
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goings 71 some of robinson s personal comments were later
rephrased to appear to be the prophet s language the published
history is superb in giving facts from contemporary sources but
quoting it as joseph smith s words here is inaccurate

the preceding 22 may 1838 entry has joseph s comment on
stone ruins in the vicinity of adam ondi ahman but accurate
evaluation of this statement depends on identifying the real source
in the scriptory book robinson himself speaks about looking for
settlement locations by retracing the steps of the rigdon party

president smith and myself followed on in their course but could not
find them and consequently returned to the camp in robinson s
grove we next scouted west in order to obtain some game to supply
our necessities but found or killed none we ifoundlmoundfound some ancient
antiquities about one mile west of the camp which consisted ofofstonestone
mounds apparently low set in square piles though somewhat decayed
and obliterated by the almost continual rains undoubtedly these were
made to seclude some valuable treasures deposited by the aborigines of
this land 72

the whole case for joseph smith s treasure digging in missouri
rests on this source but it falls short for the following reasons

1 the treasure comment is speculation undoubtedly prefaces it
2 since the language is robinson s joseph smith s views are un

knownknown7373 3 the men were hunting game not treasure and were
only incidentally interested in the mound and 4 they evidently did
not dig in the ruins since a guess is made at the underground
configuration apparently low set in square piles indeed there is
a close similarity of robinson s ruin to the remains of an old
nephitishNephi tish altar or tower near lyman wight s cabin a few miles
away but treasure is not among the many traditions of what joseph
said of that site 747 A half dozen journals also record joseph s remarks
a few years earlier at a burial mound in illinois with no recorded

75comment on treasure
the real program in that area was laying out the new settlement

of adam ondi ahman in daviess county and surveying adjacent
lands robinson clearly described what went on we continued
surveying and building houses etc for some time day after day the
surveyors ran out the city plan and we returned to far west 76

these activities are also documented by a short term convert
william swartzell who arrived from ohio in late may spent the
night at joseph smith s and traveled north with his party in his new
job as surveyor he was fifty six years ofage and not very flexible in a
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new religious and physical environment he soon renounced mor-
monism and published his private journal to expose mormon
worldliness swartzell s jottingscottingsjot tings pertain to digging wells and survey-
ing lots in the daviess county area he complains of his mush and
milk diet lyman wight s combativeness and finally the mili-
tarism of the danite group swartzell s journal enlarges to expose all
mormon weaknesses he can find but digging for riches is not
mentioned 77 the same is true of others whose faith failed when
mormonscormons began to stand aggressively for their rights the most
persuasive case is ebeneezer robinson who perceived the salem
treasure trip as a scandal deserving exposure although a clerk and
high council member throughout the missouri residence robinson
writes a negative history ofjoseph in missouri without a mention of
treasure searching 78 john corrill reed peck and john whitmer
also wrote up mormon shortcomings in their justifications for leaving
the church but without mention of treasure hunting nor is this
found in the dozen good journals of the faithful who are extremely
candid on mormon military operations

about two years ago a new missouri treasure document surfaced
was purchased by the LDS church historical department and
published in deandeanjesseejessee s personal writings of joseahjosephofjosephjosegh smith 79 on its
face it is a revelation in joseph smith s handwriting sent to a way
station to encourage the prophet s brother as he neared the end of a
long migration from ohio to missouri with his family but confi-
dence in its authenticity was shaken by the criminal charges of
deception against the dealer who sold this treasure revelation to the
church the handwriting is not wholly satisfactory though judg-
ment on that question may be subjective since it is easier to expose a

poor imitation than authenticate a historic document by handwriting
alone the hofmann trial may disclose hard evidence on the ques-
tions of source of the document the origin and treatment of paper on
which it is written and other issues which cannot yet be settled

but there are a number of observable problems with this sup-
posed joseph smith document it has a far west postmark with a
2255 may date making 18183818583 8 the only year when joseph smith could
have written from that location with the help of the LDS historical
department staff six far west postmarks have been located all of
which match in the orange brown color of ink used in 1838 and
1839 years which do not appear on the handstampshandstamps but are indicated
within each letter however the disputed treasure revelation has an
irregular dark red postmark this hofmann document is also out of
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sequence in its type face known postmarks fall into two distinct
groups and are reproduced here for comparison the 1838 marks of
3 february 3 june 18 june and 15 july have a common block letter
design that is symmetrical with the mo abbreviation using the
lower case 0 and period but after mid july a different stamp appears
with more stylized narrow and wide strokes to form unbalanced
letters ending with the MO abbreviation in upper case without
the period this face appears in the handstampshandstamps of 3 october 1838
and I11 may 1839 80 although the letters in the hofmann stamp are
badly formed they clearly resemble the broad narrow strokes of the
later postmark including the capital MO abbreviation but since
the revelation s handstamphandstamp of 25 may should fit that used in the first
half of 1838 available postmarks indicate anachronism not confairconfir
mation

moreover a careful examination of the lettering raises the ques-
tion of whether the treasure revelation merely imitates a postmark
the six authentic impressions are generally more solid than the
hofmann document because of ink saturation of the paper the
handstampshand stamps of 15 july 1838 and 1 may 1829 partially resemble the
hofmann document in that the stamp came down hard on the right
leaving a light dotted effect on the left under a magnifying glass
this freckling has random dots because the slight contact caught the
raised grains of the paper in their uneven combinations but the same
thing is not true of the disputed treasure revelation when enlarged
its postmark shows regularly spaced dotting and lining for instance
the front leg of the R and right side of the M are made by close parallel
lines the conclusion can be phrased negatively and positively no
other handstamphandstamp shows heavy dots and lines alternating with even
spaces and every other handstamphandstamp shows ink flow and other evidence
of the pressure of the printing stroke but every letter in the disputed
25 may 1838 postmark has characteristics of a freehand sketch art
designer carma de jong anderson feels strongly that this apparent
stamp was drawn painstakingly by an unskilled person the
straight edges and geometric clarity of authentic engraving are
lacking here for instance the hofmann document offsets the F
straightens the top of the leg of the R while exaggerating its bottom
thrust and also displays a misshapen S whose lower curve breaks out
of the rectangular frame that can be superimposed on the 5 in the
authentic block prints

below this postmark is a puzzling address mr hyram smith
plattesgrovePlattesgrove joseph smith normally wrote the state even in ad
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by permission of the huntington library san marino california
postmark of 26 february 1838 letter of oliver cowdery to his brothers warren

and lyman

this and subsequent photographs are courtesy ofoflasofldsLDS historical department

the variant 25 may 1838 postmark on the purported treasure revelation differing
in style from the known marks from february to july of that year
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postmark of 3 june 1838 letter of oliver cowdery to his brothers warren and
lyman showing only light speckling following the random paper grains

postmark of 18 june 1838 letter of thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff
showing the typically solid ink saturation of an authentic stamp
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postmark of 15 july 1838 letter of thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff
showing the pressure of the handstamphandstamp on the right and also the circular speckling
framed by solid ink coating that characterizes the authentic impressions

postmark of 3 october 1838 letter of joseph smith jr and sidney rigdon to
stephen post showing the second style of stamp of that year the stamp of the
purported treasure revelation resembles this but with clear differences in letter
formation and quality
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dressing handcarriedhandcarried letters and it appears to have been his invari-
able practice to add the state on posted letters 81 and the handwritten
postage of six cents adds a location difficulty for it was the statutory
amount foforr a letter sent within thirty miles of origin 82 but after
careful searches of place names I1 have been unable to find a plattes
grove in upper missouri or even in the state 83 and there are serious
obstacles with sentence construction and spelling for instance in
documents ranging throughout the 1830s the prophet wrote great
without a known exception with over two dozen consistent exam-
ples it is jarring to have the treasure revelation appear with the
unprecedented grate as though an imitator were aware that joseph
smith handwriting should have misspellings but only guessed that
this word should be incorrectly written 848 since the 1838 treasure
revelation fails too many of the checks that historians can make it
should not now be classed as an authentic joseph smith document

the questionable missouri revelation promises hyrum smith a
great treasure in the earth but such language broadly resembles
promises in revelations and some joseph smith blessings thus
asking the meaning of treasure to missouri mormonscormons is highly rele-
vant here even if the doubtful revelation was authentic its treasure
phrase would fit ancient and modern revelations picturing the re-
sources of the land given by god before showing why this is so I1 will
quote the entire document followed by a summary of the historical
setting at the time defined by the postmark may 25 1858183811838

verily thus saith the lord unto hyram smith if he will come
strateawaystrateawaytratestrateaway to far west and inquire ofhisochisof his brother it shall be shown
him how that he may be freed from det and obtain a grate treasure in
the earth even so amen 85

like the 1836 eastern trip the trip of early summer 1838 has a
practical setting before hyrumhyrum s move to missouri the prophet had
hammered out a program for supporting the presidency with an
annualstipendannual stipend 886 while his brother journeyed joseph gave the main
revelation on building far west commanding hyrum as a member
of the first presidency not to get in debt anymore for the building of
a house unto my name dacd&c 11513 six weeks after hyrum s

arrival financial reforms culminated with the revelation command-
ing surplus consecration and the continued duty of tithing this was
explicitly to finance ongoing temple and priesthood programs and
also for the debts of the presidency of my church dacd&c 1192
many ofwhich had been incurred personally for the church thus any
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1838 promise to hyrum on getting out of debt would be indepen-
dent of a great treasure in the earth yet the latter language
though questionably joseph smith s parallels ancient and modern
revelations to israel on their promised land

the first program of uprooting homes and gathering came as a
shock to the church at the end of 1830 dacd&c 37 then the
revelation known as section 3388 followed in the early january confer-
ence that john whitmer said was filled with the solemnities of
eternity it required great faith to sell farms and relocate so
section 38 has the theme of the riches of eternity dacd&c 3839 8717

the related major subject was the material reward for sacrifice and
it must needs be that the riches of the earth are mine to give
dacd&c 3839 in the abstract this could refer to treasure digging
but it does not for the document defines what god will give
greater riches even a land of promise a land flowing with milk and

honey the land ofyour inheritance dacd&c 3818 19 this was
originally moses assurance of reward for leaving egypt ex 317
in the 1831 command greater riches even a land of promise
was afterward summarized as the gift of the riches of the earth
dacd&c 3818 39

one must beware of reading the writings of old testament
propheprophetsi

ts or joseph smith as simple prose without poetic elements
emotional language uses symbols alliteration and reiteration it
often needs interpretation a type of translation the 1838 gathering
was the second stage of that aborted in 1833 by the forced exodus
from jackson county it was temporarily suspended until caldwell
county was created for the mormonscormons in late 1836 hyrum had
traveled to independence in 1831 when priesthood leaders met to
dedicate the center place missouri minutes record his public reading
of psalm 102 one filled with parallelism and the prophecy that the
lord shall build up zion 88 from that summer he knew the modern
revelations about the abundance of the land of zion its righteous
inhabitants would receive the good things of the earth and it shall
bring forth in its strength dacd&c 593 saints in missouri would
share in the guiness of the earth and the good things which come of
the earth dacd&c 5916 17 this prophetic poetic language is

repeated in the 1838 gathering together upon the land of zion
dacd&c 1156 reiterating old testament promises that the solitary
places would blossom and bring forth in abundance
dacd&c 1177 ififhyrumhyrum s treasure revelation was authentic there
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would be no real difference between his great treasure in the earth
and the fatness of the earth dacd&c 5618

economics and rebellion in the church forced the first presi-
dency to leave kirtland suddenly early in 1838 on 12 january the
prophet received a remarkable set of revelations still not well known
the one about leaving kirtland came to the presidency of my
church and declared that your labors are finished in this place for a
season adding the call to upper missouri therefore arise and get
yourselves into a land which I1 shall show unto you even a land
flowing with milk and honey 89 the prophet and sidney soon left
for far west but hyrum and his family did not arrive until late may
that spring brought the scent ofprosperity as the saints created new
cities in a sparsely settled area an editorial written at the time of
hyrum s arrival informed the whole church that missouri saints
would turn a solitary place into a fruitful field joseph smith was
nominal editor of the eldersjournalelders journal and this may article provides a
major insight into his thinking because he either helped formulate
the ideas or approved their publication the paper noted that hun-
dreds of acres of wheat and corn were under cultivation and that
supplies were somewhat scarce getting good prices this forecast
of high profits is ironic because the military occupation largely
destroyed mormon crops that fall but optimism was justified as they
looked to an abundant harvest 90 this crop raising economy was
earthly wealth sidney rigdon said so in outlining the mormon
program for building communities education and temples with
rich material blessings the saints would offer the sacrifice of our
first fruits to god whose worship we esteem of more consequence
than we do the treasures ofmissouri 91

president rigdon s speeches and writings were saturated with
the mormon theme of recreated israel an important caution on
taking treasure in a nineteenth century american sense the most
obvious use of that concept in the bible and the book of mormon is

the theme of the riches of the lands of inheritance for instance
moses promised israel the lord s good treasure deutbeut 2812 and
this meant fertility of herds and of the earth the lord shall make
thee plenteous in goods in the fruit of thy cattle and in the fruit
of thy ground in the land which the lord sware unto thy fathers to
give thee deutbeut 28281111 thus the model of mormon treasure
language is the old testament assurance of abundant resources of the
promised land phraseology of riches consistently expresses this
exodus inheritance theme in ancient and modern revelation
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these scriptural precedents are also critical for interpreting
treasure language in the personal blessings given by the prophet
since he restored the role of ancient patriarchs who foretold through
symbols and dramatic comparisons the mormon historian finds
these pronouncements in personal histories of the joseph smith
period they contain devotional phraseology above normal biblical
narrative here is the lofty fervency of the psalms rather than the
descriptions ofgenesis or chronicles the promises of these blessings
have deep meaning but discernment is required to adapt rhapsodic
language to a practical frame of reference the prophet typically
reapplies terms and metaphors of old testament blessings of the
tribes of israel for instance he laid hands on his father and promised
the blessings of heaven above and the blessings of the deep that
lieth under after reciting that he was heir to the prophecies upon
ancient joseph 92 these words come from gen 4925 jacob s

promise to that son
in his blessings the prophet most frequently quotes deuteron-

omy 33 moses promises to the twelve tribes in that reference
predictions uponjosephupon joseph s descendants explicitly relate to his land
deutbeut 3313 and joseph s favored inheritance is an intense theme

11 the precious things of heaven the deep that couchethcoucheth be-
neath the chief things of the ancient mountains the precious
things of the earth and guiness thereof beutdeut 3313 15 just as
these divine covenants withjosephwith joseph are applied to their american land
by book ofmormon descendants they are reapplied to the latter day
saints in early blessings for instance the prophet s most frequent
promise to family and church leaders is an abundance of the good
things of the earth 93 in biblical context this is the assurance of
wealth to do the work of the kingdom and restates the fulnessguinessfalnessfulness ofthe
precious things of the earth in the blessing of moses

moreover joseph smith uses another deuteronomy phrase that
could suggest money digging until one sees that the prophet defines
it otherwise the wealth of zebulun and issachar was sketched in
metaphor for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas and of
treasures hid in the sand deutbeut 3319 joseph smith quoted that
passage to william phelps s wife sally to explain the importance of
her husbands long assignment to kirtland during 1835 in a
postscript to one of william s letters to her in missouri the prophet
wrote that her husband would return and teach you things that have
been hid from the wise and prudent hidden things of old times as
moses said in deutbeut 33d chap 19th verse for they shall suck of the
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abundance of the seas and of the treasures hid in the sand some of
these things have begun to come forth 94 here the treasures from the
sand were the recently acquired papyri from egypt joseph s

postscript was added to the letter in which william W phelps told
how the mummies and papyrus rolls came to kirtland concluding
these records of old times when we translate and print them in a

book will make a good witness for the book of mormon there is
nothing secret or hidden that shall not be revealed and they come to
the saints 95

the abraham papyri are similarly described in phelps s blessing
two months after joseph s postscript to sally the prophet then
blessed her husband he shall have part in that that couchethcoucheth
beneath and it shall be revealed unto him things by the hand of the
lord s anointed that have been kept secret from the foundation of the
world concerning the last days in reality william W phelps was
then a scribe writing new knowledge concerning abraham that had
been hidden from the world 969 the prophet also gave similar words to
oliver cowdery reciting his heritage of the ancient blessings that
couch beneath even the hidden things of the ancient mountains
even the records that have been hid from the first ages from genera-
tion to generation shall he be an instrument in the hands of god and
his brother joseph of translating and bringing forth to the house of
israel 97

thus in the prophet s blessings to family and kirtland leaders
the buried treasure concept has figurative application to newly re-
stored scriptures joseph also promised phelps the resources of the
earth but not on the condition of digging for them

he shall be filled with a guiness of the good things of the earth with
houses and with lands with the fruit of the vine and with the fat of the
olive and he shall feed on the finest of the wheat and because of his
liberal soul the lord will make him rich even with treasures of gold
silver precious stones and with all precious metals 98

here the prophet outlines a full range of blessings with spiritual
metaphor translated to life the fruits of the land are the result of
labor not discovery and biblical imagery is evident for the prophet
nowhere encourages olive culture in missouri A parallel example is
the early revelation using the biblical term chariots in reference to
missouri stagecoachesstagecoaches dacd&c 627 in this figurative context the
11 treasures of precious things are promised with mosaic phrasing
the discerning reader of these early blessings must sort out the
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imagery from the message for they are clearly patterned after the
poetic symbolic blessings closing genesis and deuteronomy

in 1833 joseph had given hyrum a special blessing filled with
biblical figures the goings of his feet shall ever be by streams of
living water closing with the theme that hyrum would have
means to serve god the prophet gave a panorama of wealth in terms
of the cattle asses and camels of genesis and also promised an
abundance of riches of the earth gold silver and treasures of
precious stones of diamonds and platina 99 these 1833 words to
hyrum are nearly identical to the imagistic inventory after the good
things of the earth in the phelps blessing in that blessing under-
ground discoveries were equated with new scripture but general
wealth was promised through a figurative list since hyrum s 1833
personal blessing has similar metaphor and lofty language the
inventory of riches also amounts to an assurance of earth s resources
the prophet s blessings generally give comfort and instruction in
specific terms but promises of wealth are often elaborate with no
particulars of when and where and how obtained in the above 1833
blessing joseph promised hyrum an abundance of riches of the
earth if it were proved authentic hyrum s 18381838 revelation would
be equally general about a great treasure in the earth joseph smith
gives such assurances as intense metaphor in his personal blessings

this survey of joseph smith s usages of treasure shows how that
term and its synonyms are predominately applied to the wealth of the
land given the faithful the prophet s applications of the treasure
concept are mostly biblical and refer to natural resources so much so
that the first major exodus revelation promised riches that are
equated with a land of promise dacd&c 3818 jesus contrast of
earthly and heavenly treasures appears in the revelations and joseph
smith s private blessings sometimes use specific figures of precious
metals and stones in promising prosperity although such riches are
from the earth nothing suggests hoards to be gained by digging on
the contrary agricultural possessions stand beside mineral posses-
sions in such blessings showing that both come from practical
enterprise moreover biblical symbolism is vivid in these promises
indeed the personal blessings given by joseph smith describe trea-
sures actually coming out of the earth only in the case of ancient
records and even there the figurative concepts suggest revelation as

much as discovery the salem revelation dacd&c 111illiliI1 11 remains the only
known document after 1829 in which joseph smith used treasure in
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the sense of a hoard of riches and that by way of correction not
approval

THE GIFT OF AARON

the gift of aaron first appeared inin the 1835 doctrine and
covenants referring to powers of revelation that oliver cowdery
should use as he began assisting joseph smith in book of mormon
translation dacd&c 86 7 both men were later on the first presi
dency committee to revise the book of commandments when the
wording of this 1829 revelation was changed 100loo however its first
printing referred to cowdery s gift of working with the rod loi101011 to
some this means that oliver cowdery had used a divining rod to
locate buried wealth in pre mormon days if this practice was cow-
dery s gift joseph smith apparently approved prior money digging
or else asked him to put the rod to a higher use

some view oliver cowdery as a treasure diviner because ofa local
historian s theory in oliver s boyhood area around 18011801 a bubble of
zeal burst for the wood family and associates in middletown ver-
mont they had enthusiastically claimed revelation setting up a new
israel and a new jerusalem by using the bible and treasure sticks
they were discredited after an intense night of unrest while waiting
for god s destructions about forty years later the movement was
investigated by lawyer barnes frisbie who sought to prove that these
money digging israelites were one source if not the main source
from which came this monster mormonism 102 his evidence was
their biblical restorationism plus a fugitive counterfeiter named
winchell or wingate who had an undefined relationship with
oliver cowdery s father william in nearby wells vermont fris-
bie heard that the stranger stayed at cowdery s some little time
keeping himself concealed 103 the wood group supposedly learned
their rodding from this faceless individual but frisbie gives no
reason for including william cowdery in the wood group except as

host to winchellwingateWinchell Wingate
this last point needs emphasis because william cowdery is the

only direct link between mormonism and the wood movement
frisbie mentions him in two very disconnected paragraphs at first
he profiles william s supposed relationship with the counterfeiter
then william is dropped for fifteen pages while full details of the
wood affair or scrape are told but william cowdery did not live
near the wood group did not attend their meetings nor is he even
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mentioned as a distant sympathizer to repeat his one relationship
was supposedly boarding the pretender who supposedly taught
divining to the woods and used them as a front for a coining scam
from this loose chain of association frisbie draws a strange conclu-
sion 1 I have before said that oliver cowdery s father was in the
wood scrape but william cowdery s knowing a man who knew
the woods does not make him a participant indeed oliver s father
is absent from all sources preceding frisbie an 1828 newspaper
history of the wood episode refers to neither the mysterious counter-
feiter nor cowdery 10410 the main group ofofmiddletownmiddletown survivors of
the 1800 period more than thirty old men and women were
interviewed up to i8601860 and they said nothing of a counterfeiter or of
cowdery 105 the 1867 recollections of a minister who visited the
group in the final weeks of their movement include mention of the
counterfeiter but not cowdery when a disciple was asked where the
criminal stayed he answered he keeps himself secreted in the
woods log106 frisbie s own claims about the cowdery connection to the
wood group are both unclear and unsupported 107 this is the patch-
work of folklore not tightly woven history

frisbie s summation soars even further beyond his facts 1 I have
been told thatjoethat joe smith s father resided in poultney at the time of the
wood movement here and that he was in it and one of the leading
rodsmenrodsmanrodsmen that claim is empty for family and town sources clearly
place the prophet s father fifty miles away as a young married farmer
in tunbridge vermont 108 frisbie is here building his picture of a
vermont money digging team winchellwingateWinchell Wingate and the elders
cowdery and smith to be later revived in palmyra with their sons
added but both oliver and joseph said they had never seen each
other before beginning the 1829 translation 109 frisbie also claims
without supporting evidence that after leaving vermont the
counterfeiter was in the smiths new york neighborhood a con-
tention frisbie claims has been fully proven by men who knew
him in both places hardly so for the historian s sources associate
the counterfeiter with the woods but not with new york mormonscormonsMormons
in fact frisbie admits there is no document linking the counterfeiter
to the mormonscormonsMormons the name of the counterfeiter whether it was
winchell or wingate does not appear in any account that I1 have
seen unless he had by this time assumed another name but he had
been at palmyra for some years and went with them from palmyra to
ohio llolio11010 again after the claim that the elder smith was a wood
rodsman frisbie admits of this I1 cannot speak positively for the
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want of satisfactory evidence while speculating beyond his data
frisbie overstates william cowdery s role as a wood participant as
already noted and also makes him and joseph smith sr the central
characters in his plot of how mormonism

0

really began

he then lived in wells afterwards in middletown after that went to
palmyra and there we find these men with the counterfeiter
winchell searching for money over the hills and mountains with the
hazel rod and their sons joe and oliver as soon as they were old
enough were in the same business and continued in it until they
brought out the vilest scheme that ever cursed the country iiilii111

this guesswork deserves little notice but it was apparently taken
at face value by whitney cross the analyst of new york revivalism
who shattered chronology by referring to the wood movement and
adding one of the two leaders named winchell and a follower
named oliver cowdery moved to palmyra new york where the
latter in time became joseph smith s clerical assistant 112 the wood
movement deflated about 18011801 oliver was born in 1806 so he could
hardly have been a follower of wood or winchell further as we
have seen no winchell is known in palmyra or around the smiths
nor does present evidence make william cowdery a wood adherent
or a rodsman

here a good historian relies on secondary description and does
not get his facts straight cross cites david M ludlum who says that
winchell and oliver cowdery a son of a prominent actor in the wood

scrape subsequently moved from middleton to palmyra 113 cross
has simply taken the son for the father but cross s source ludlum
carelessly repeated frisbie s exaggeration of the elder cowdery s

affiliation with the woods although ludlum made this mistake he
realized there were only common cultural roots not direct relation-
ships between the vermont millennialistsmillennialists and mormon founders a

quarter of a century later the strands of connection between the
wood scrape and the palmyra outcroppingsoutcroppings are too tenuous to
withstand historical criticism 114

one can begin to see the real people when the historical ghosts
are removed A newspaper reconstruction of the wood affair was
written forty years before frisbie s nearer the event and not infected
with the goal of tying it to mormonism this account simply says
that the discredited leaders of the fraternity removed into the
county of st lawrence new york where it is said something of
their former delusion stuck by them this location is a hundred
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miles from palmyra and there is no known new york interaction of
the woods and the smiths

this best wood source has the further value of listing multiple
uses of the rod

they claimed also inspired power with which to cure all sorts of
diseases intuitive knowledge of lost or stolen goods and ability to
discover the hidden treasures of the earth as well as the more conve-
nient talent of transmuting ordinary substances into the precious
metals the instrument of their miraculous powers was a cleft
stick or rod something of the form of an inverted Y and when this
talisman was firmly grasped in either hand by itsits two points it was
believed to indicate the proper course to be pursued or point out some
substances of medicinal utility or fix the locality of some valuable

minemine whichever of these the agent was pleased to wish 115

As will be seen this forked branch is not the type suggested by
cowdery s revelation on the gift of working with the rod but
though the direct mormon wood connection fails historically the
wood example does show that the divining rod was used for guidance
in other matters besides searching for gold uncritical historians may
report valuable information along with unreliable conclusions thus
frisbie quotes the letter of a visiting minister who describes how the
rod pointed to plants and roots that they used to cure diseases and
also answered yes no questions on what tribe of israel an individual
was from 116ilg frisbie also seems to credit old timer jabez D perry in
picturing the rod as used whenever they desired any information
not only for the right medicine in sickness but also to know whether
they would live or die as well as all their business matters 117

while such answers might be manipulation superstition or at-
tempts at true revelation they show broader possibilities for
cowdery s instructions on the rod shortly after meeting oliver
joseph smith commended him on his gift of working with the rod
behold it has told you things 18 since this suggests general guid-
ance joseph smith s 1829 revelation did not necessarily refer to
money digging

As discussed the wood episode is no more than a cultural
analogy joseph smith s reasons for approving the rod must be
reconstructed from mormon sources the rod instruction came in
april 1829 soon after the two men met early that month it isis one of
two revelations clarifying translation but the third in this seriesserlesseriesserles
came earlier that first message introduced oliver to the concepts
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behind the rod revelation thus section 6 definesdeflnes the scope of
approval for the rod in section 8 119ilg

oliver cowdery s first revelation commanded him to lay aside
the world and build the restored kingdom seek not for riches but
for wisdom and behold the mysteries of god shall be unfolded unto
you and then shall you be made rich behold he that hath eternal life
is rich dacd&c 67 whatever prior use oliver made of his gift of
working with the rod this revelation directed him to heavenly
treasure indeed this first command names but one special power
thy gift is sacred and cometh from above it is defined as the

ability to inquire and know mysteries which are great and mar-
velous thus oliver is commanded to exercise thy gift that thou
mayest find out mysteries that thou mayest bring many to the
knowledge of the truth yea convince them of the error of their
ways 120 thus his gift of knowledge of salvation will lead to the
greatest of all gifts the gift of salvation dacd&c 610 13

oliver s initial revelation closes with the command to seek
heavenly treasures by assisting in bringing to light with your
gift those parts of my scriptures which have been hidden because of
iniquity dacd&c 627 the revelation on the gift of the rod probably
followed within a week 121 it continued the theme oflearning ancient
truths through translating remember this is your gift
dacd&c 85 and it could be exercised by believing you shall receive
a knowledge concerning the engravings of old records dacd&c 8811

then a second promise was made

now this is not all for you have another gift which isis the gift of
working with the rod behold it has told you things behold there is

no other power save god that can cause this rod of nature to work in
your hands for itit isis the work of god and therefore whatsoever you
shall ask me to tell you by that means will I1 grant unto you that you
shall know 122

but there were strict limits to this promise trifle not with these
things do not ask for that which you ought not ask that you may
know the mysteries of god and that you may translate all those
ancient records 123

so the rod of nature in cowdery s hands would be a means of
gaining revelation on doctrine the only known counterpart in early
mormon documents says the same though reflected in a waffled
mirror one of the strangest witnesses to early latter day saint
convictions is jesse smith the hostile brother of joseph smith sr



526 BBYUYU studies

hyrum had written letters to his grandfather s family similar to
mother smith s 183118318511851 letter to her brother announcing that god had
sent forth a revelation in these last days and this revelation is called

the book of mormon 124although joseph s immediate family be-
lieved his grandfather s family was divided with the oldest sonsonjessejesse
as bitter minority leader hyrum s correspondence has to be recon-
structedstructed through jesse s replayed words distorted by scorn

but alas what is man when left to his own way he makes his own
gods if a golden calf he falls down and worships before it and says

this is my god which brought me out of the land of vermont if it
be a gold book discovered by the necromancy of infidelity and dug
from the mines of atheism he writes that the angel of the lord has
revealed to him the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge even
divine revelation which has lain in the bowels of the earth for thou-
sands of years is at last made known to him he says he has eyes to see

things that are not and then has the audacity to say they are and this
angel of the lord devil it should be has put me in possession of great
wealth gold and silver and precious stones so that I1 shall have the
dominion in all the land of palmyra 1255

hyrum s earlier message that the record came from the angel of
the lord is clear as is the gold book mocked again in the middle
and given a closing sneer the story is that the gold book proved to
be lead the serious claims of thejosephththe josepheJoseph smith family can be seen by
jesse s repeated scoffing at the same things on the other hand the
11 possession of great wealth is a onetimeone time jibe possibly jesse s ironic
overstatement that those claiming the hidden treasures of wisdom
and knowledge ought to get gold and silver in the bargain 12612

jesse smith also speaks of a rod possessed by joseph s father but
his statement is probably distorted like his version of the book of
mormon story the rod information came to jesse by an intermediary
from joseph smith sr your father would not be implicated in this
place but for the message he sent by the hands ofa fool to my brother
samuel 127 the messenger who believes all to be a fact could be
martin harris or someone like him who had time and money to
make the trip to st lawrence county the month was june 1829
when the book of mormon was being finished and printing worries
were beginning so uncle samuel might have been approached for
help which would intensify the irony of jesse s great wealth
language uncle jesse seems to know firsthand what the palmyra
messenger said about a rod which is ridiculed not because it leads to
treasure but because it leads to information jesse scolds hyrum



the maturejosephmarurmatureMatur ejosephjoseph smith and treasure searching 527

he says your father has a wand or rod likeilkelikejannesjannes andandjambresjambresdambresJambres who
withstood moses in egypt that he can tell the distance from india
to ethiopia and another fool story many other things alike ridicu-
lous 128

so there are two rod sources in mid 1829 cowdery s revelation
names his rod of nature in a phrase suggesting simply cut wood
perhaps in contrast to a magician s wand made ofrare materials then
there is uncle jesse s wand or rod like jannes and dambresjambresJambres who
withstood moses in egypt since his rhetoric associates the smith
rod with god s enemies a 180 degree correction must be made 129

jesse consistently takes the words of his visionary kinsmen and makes
exact reversals his sarcasm changes their gold book to a lead
book and makes their angel of the lord into one of satan s

angels 130 jesse regularly changes the good source to an evil one and
the opposite of the wands of jannes and jambresdambres would be the rod of
aaron

As noted the 1835 doctrine and covenants deleted two rod
references and replaced them with the gift of aaron possessed by
joseph s new scribe although this supposedly shifted meanings it
looks more like clarification the revision retained words about
holding the rod you shall hold it in your hands and do marvelous
works and no power shall be able to take it out ofyour hands for it is

the work of god dacd&c 88 such language does not really remove
the rod but identifies it with aaron As will be seen section 8 even
implied this in its original form

A surprising harmony exists between the two 1829 sources on
the function of the rod uncle jesse said the messenger claimed that
11 the distance from india to ethopiaetheopia was discerned through the
rod perhaps more heavy satire since one expert on magic names
these as the best sites for stones of special properties 131 yet jesse
ridicules the idea of receiving information through the rod whether or
not his sneer correctly represents his source the bitter uncle could
have been expected to make the most of the smiths divining for
treasure but instead he associates a mormon rod with pharaoh s

magicians so his hostile letter pictures that rod as something more
than a treasure rod

in oliver cowdery s revelation the gift of working with the
rod is subordinated to revelation since no doctrine and covenants
section has a more concentrated theme the opening lines state the
message of translating by the holy ghost which shall come upon
you and which shall dwell in your heart dacd&c 81 2 the closing
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lines immediately follow the rod references and invite oliver to ask
that you may know the mysteries of god and that you may translate
all those ancient records 132 asking for these two reasons refers to
the double gifts of the short revelation the gift of the spirit of
revelation in translation dacoscd&c 83 4 and another gift of work-
ing with the rod dacd&c 86 133135 but that second gift serves the same
purpose as the first whatsoever you shall ask me to tell you by that
means that will I1 grant unto you that you shall know referring to
11 the mysteries of god 134 both gifts result in revelation through
inner faith the single subject of the inspired message both the rod
and translation stones are dependent upon the spirit of revelation
behold this is the spirit by which moses brought the children of israel
through the red sea on dry ground dacd&c 83 these words call up
a biblical epic of revelation and use of the rod in exodus the lord
spake unto moses is the constant means of moving israel to the red
sea moses authority and god s power were then shown through a
physical instrument but lift thou up thy rod and stretch out thine
hand over the sea and divide it and the children of israel shall go on
dry ground through the midst of the sea ex 1416

no known source tells whether oliver did money digging before
becoming the book of mormon scribe and american divining does
not really fit the innerinner sources of the new religion to make a divining
rod thestemchestemthestem was cut just below forked branches the diviner held
one of the branches in each hand and located treasure or water by
movement of the center stub under tension but the forked stick is

not the pattern for oliver cowdery s rod either in purpose or
association with aaron true section 8 told oliver that the rod
worked in your hands however a straight rod may also be held by
both hands in any event section 8 approves a rod only for sacred
information it also suggests the rod that displayed god s power in
the egyptian plagues in striking the rock for life giving water or in
calling down strength on israel s warriors that rod was a straight
shaft the shepherd s staff possessed by moses at his call ex 42 4

used by both moses and aaron it was foremost the rod of god
also moses rod but formally called the rod of aaron it gunc

tionedtinned as a visible sign of authority just as judah s scepter was a
sign of divine kingship in jacobinjacob s blessing or elijah s staff was held by
the servant who went in his name 15613613 thus the rod ofaaron was a staff
of delegated agency and the 1835 revision to the gift of aaron
suggests oliver s spiritual power to assist joseph smith as aaron
assisted moses
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here is a crossroads of method for the interpreter of joseph s

revelations it is unwise to pursue environmental influences on too
narrow a basis for the bible is the controlling background for this
restorationist christianity As discussed oliver cowdery s rod ap-
pears right after mention of moses and the red sea miracle though
11 the gift of aaron was not substituted for the rod of nature until
1835 oliver s role as spokesman for joseph was present from the
outset of their relationship in 1830 the authority of the presiding
prophet was emphasized with joseph receiving revelations even
as moses and with oliver declaring them even as aaron
dacd&c 282 3 this referred to moses as the presiding prophet and
aaron as mouth and he shall be thy spokesman unto the people
ex 416

oliver cowdery s mission to ohio was soon a main force in
converting sidney rigdon who traveled to meet the prophet and
who was named scribe and spokesman in the absence of oliver
dacd&c 3517 23 As the first presidency developed sidney rigdon
and oliver cowdery both had their place as assistants whenoliverwhen oliver
was heavily involved as church editor in 1833 joseph relied princi-
pally on sidney as his counselor A revelation then declared sidney a
spokesman unto my servant joseph again aaron s biblerolebiblebibie roleroie since
joseph as the revelator was to guide the spokesman dacd&c 1009
11 two months later joseph smith gave sidney a patriarchal
blessing severely cautioning him against pride but outlining his call
and potential A spokesman unto the lord shall he be all the days of
his life and it shall come to pass that he shall hold the rod as ofaaron
in his right hand 137

this blessing adds the rod to the image ofaaron as voicevolcevoicevolce with
one other relevant phrase added about sidney rigdon for the lord
shall reveal unto the seer of israel and he shall declare it since
aaron s rod was really moses staff that had been touched by god
11 the rod as of aaron is here a sign of a delegated representative in
exodus god commanded the miracles through moses but they
generally took place as aaron raised the rod thus the rod as of
aaron is probably a metaphor in rigdon s blessing but one that
reveals the biblical basis of joseph smith s thinking in joseph s

revelations only two men are titled spokesmen because these two
are also associated with the rod oliver s working with the rod
suggests that the rod would bring revelation because it signified
associate authority this is the major distinction from aaron s rod in
early magical handbooks anyone could read the bible and attempt
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to duplicate any practice anyone could attach aaron s name to
magical wands or divining sticks the name is not the issue but the
authentic context of delegated power

the revelation authority aspects of oliver cowdery s rod are
clues to its method of operation the woodswoods rods probably chose
between alternatives so the dips of the stem would answer questions
on a yes no basis but the prophetic authority staff provides a better
model one harmonious with joseph smith s known thinking as the
leader of the restored church some associates of the prophet used a
rod in special prayer in 18411841 orson hyde wrote from the near east
after dedicating israel for the gathering on what was anciently
called mount zion where the temple stood I1 used the rod
according to the prediction upon my head 138 he had previously
prayed on the mount of olives moving down to the edge of the city
erecting similar stone memorials at both places and obviously pray-
ing again so he used a rod of petition in some form what personal
prophecy was fulfilled perhaps that of oliver cowdery in ordaining
orson hyde an apostle and promising he shall have power to
smite the earth with pestilence to divide waters and lead through the
saints he shall go from land to land and from sea to sea 139 did this
transatlantic apostle feel empowered to use a rod of aaron once
again to invoke plagues on modern egyptsegypto that prevented israel from
returning here the rod of authority would be the rod of prayer
cowdery s bletblegbietblessingsing is the only known source behind hyde s predic-
tion upon my head thus hyde s use of the rod in jerusalem
suggests how oliver might have understood his 1829 revelation

A staff is also visible in heber C kimball s biography where
functions ofprayer and special authority are blended heber recalled
dreaming ofjoseph smith during heber s 1837 voyage to england
the apostle stood near the front of the ship and was visited by the
prophet who said brother heber here is a rod putting it into my
hands with which you are to guide the ship while you hold this rod
you shall prosper and the hand of god shall be with you in the
dream the promise was fulfilled by the ship s knifing through all
obstacles heber s was a straight staff this rod which joseph gave
me was about three and a half feet in length 140 the dream must
have approximated what heber C kimball knew in reality for his
journal records several prayers answered by this means his son gives
the recollection of capable pioneer sarah granger kimball
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brother kimball showed me a rod that the lord through the prophet
joseph had given to him he said that when he wanted to find out
anything that was his right to know all he had to do was to kneel
down with the rod in his hand and that sometimes the lord would
answer his questions before he had time to ask them 141

heber s son added my mother and my sister helen mar told
me the same thing and added to it that president young received a
similar rod from the lord at the same time 1421 2 this description does
not fit the Y shaped rod that the divinersdividersdiviners held by both hands 114 3 but
it fits the threefootthree foot staff of kimball s dream as well as the blessing of
sidney rigdon who was told he would hold the rod as of aaron in
his right hand perhaps a metaphor but one with literal imagery if
answers came to heber C kimball before the questions were asked
then the rod functioned as an aid to faith a symbol of authority in
prayer rather than some physical pointer As noted oliver cowdery s

rod instruction is the middle directive of three messages forming a
cohesive context and they contain classic summaries of the inner
process of revelation peace to your mind dacd&c 6 the holy
ghost shall dwell in your heart dacd&c 82 your bosom shall
burn within you therefore you shall feel that it is right dacd&c 98
mormon documents on the rod give no hint of an external mechani-
cal operation

heber C kimball s journal notes his staff in contexts of solemn
prayer in nauvoo after the martyrdom he went home and used
the rod I1 got a witness elder richards would live that we would
overcome our enemies 144 one cannot be sure but kimball s entries
suggest more than yes no questions in washington three weeks
before the martyrdom heber detailed the most solemn priesthood
prayer the comfort he received and then he added 1I inquired by
the rod it was said my family was well that my wife would come to
me in the east and that congress would not do anything for us 145 A
similar procedure recurs in the kimball journal 2255 january 18418455 in
solving a mosaic of personal concerns

the same evening I1 sat down in my house in the presence of my wife
and inquired of the lord by the rod as follows if we should finish the
temple it was verily yes that my sins were forgiven and that I1

should overcome and get my appointment of my inheritance while in
this probation and that the temple committee were not enemies to

146the twelve apostles

another complex answer came in the utah period as the method is

tersely noted in the evening it was told me by the lord rod that
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congress of the united states would reject the saints and would not
admit us as a state government and force their officers on us by their

1471 7power
jesus miracles sometimes involved physical aids but faith was

always the basis of god s blessings although paul and joseph smith
sent handkerchiefs as signs for successful healing this was excep-
tional for both prophets 148 the same thing is true of the kimball rod
authorized by the prophet it was used in special cases without
establishing a churchwidechurchwiseChurchwide pattern here is a rod for answer to prayer
matching the context and symbolism of the 1829 directive to oliver
cowdery continued use of the divining rod by any individual
mormon has little bearing on the meaning of cowdery s gift in
section 8 he and joseph smith were the parties to an understanding
of its meaning and no line ofevidence establishes their use ofa rod for
material treasure on meeting in 1829 thus their 1835 change of
11 the rod of nature to the gift of aaron apparently came from a
desire to make a distinction between oliver s gift and the divining
rod it also clarified a context present from the beginning moreover
actual practice is the check on verbal analysis and hyde s use of the
rod apparently comes from cowdery while kimball s periodic use
traces toto the prophet in the 1829 gift of the rod the original and
continuing emphasis was on god s gift rather than the rod
though the latter continued as a sign before god in occasional
religious practice

BEYOND environment

religion science and magic all have the same broad goal ex
plainingplaidingplaining reality and controlling it so if the young joseph smith
crossed borders would he necessarily lose credibility he did for
biographer fawn brodie who portrayed an early schemer of cun
ning and deception who later put on a religious costume and played
his new role with a highly compensated but nevertheless very real
sincerity 1491 one major problem with this theory is that joseph s

immediate family wife and major employers knew him in both eras
and saw an equally sincere youth in the pre mormon period for
instance josiah stowell the main proprietor of the spanish treasure
dig was quoted on the 1827 background of the book of mormon
he never staggered at the foundation ofaofjof the work for he knew too

much concerning it 150 stowell also specifically reviewed the transi-
tion years from 1824 to 1830 and was quoted in a simple testimonial
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of the young joseph smith he has been acquainted with him six
years and he never knew anything of him but what was right also
know him to be a seer and a prophet 151

fresh investigations of folk magic have made joseph s dabblingsdabblings
in money digging more respectable but at the possible cost of
misinterpretation descriptive history isis highly tolerant of most
cultures and world views thus it is easy to place occult practices
under the umbrella of religion adopting a rationalization broader
than joseph smith s community rumor inin the howe affidavits does
not reflect joseph s limited admissions in the 1825 notes on testi-
mony where the youth used frequently ofdivining lost objects but
11 occasionally of treasure seeking reinforced by had always rather
declined having anything to do with this business which is the
orientation of his own history and that of his mother 152 will the
open mindedness of analysts of treasure digging suggest scenes
broader thanjosephthan joseph s realities his later negative judgments on such
searching correlate with the tone of the earliest trial notes and
therefore suggest limited involvement thus the historian should be
cautious about assuming that the later religious years continued a
practice about which young joseph had misgivings evidently be-
cause of his religious experiences

abstract definitions separate religion and magic only partially
and with great difficulty yet joseph smith sources show that the
restored church made important choices at several religious cross-
roads one is joseph s education from self seeking to god seeking
he was under condemnation in most of his accounts of first viewing
the plates his mother oliver cowdery and joseph knight all give
the reason as covetousness hoping to acquire some of the ancient
objects for the semi altruistic goal ofenriching his family the period
of training that followed is summarized in the artless narrative of the
prophet s first autobiography

for now I1 had been tempted of the adversary and sought the plates to
obtain riches and kept not the commandment that I1 should have an eye
single to the glory of god therefore I1 was chastenedchasteneychastened and sought
diligently to obtain the plates and obtained them not until I1 was

twenty one years of age 53

one informed popularizer defines magic as the technique of
harnessing the secret powers ofnature and seeking to influence events
for one s own purpose 15415 most occult money digging did fit such a
goal water witching is practiced today by hundreds who use itit
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merely as a mechanistic method 155 formerly supernatural treasure
guardians were often appeased which added ritual to money digging
but not a religious purpose on the other hand joseph smith s

revelations from the first insisted that all religious service and cere-
mony was exclusively for god s purposes so there was a deep
doctrinal tension between the published ideals of the new religion
and any paranormal search for enrichment by individual mormonscormonsMormons
in utah brigham young acknowledged supernatural forces in some
new york money digging but he took the position of mormon
documents from the beginning that seeking buried treasure was
not the business of latter day saints devoted to lives of eternal

15615significance
several other basics of theology prevented the restored church

from approving magical practices and put individual mormonscormons in an
inconsistent position if there was continuation of the occult 157117i 7 with
other major religions mormonism holds deep convictions on the
sovereignty ofgod which traditional magic weakly acknowledges if
at all thus invincible procedures are designed to control supernatu-
ral forces in standard situations not bend to the will of a higher
power the pattern ofprayer in gethsemane is not generally found in
magical handbooks but the revelations of the restored church
promised answers to prayer in accordance with god s will not man s

dictation thus david aune who has conceptual problems in sepa-
rating religion and magic finds a central difference when magic
deviates from majority religion in methods and when the goals
sought are virtually guaranteed through the management of super-
natural powers in more cconcise terms this is the contrast between
manipulative magic and supplicative religion 158 As discussed the
prophet came to salem massachusetts in search of treasure and was
told to wait for the due time of the lord since his revelation there
flatly said wealth would come later it ruled out the power of any
incantation or charm had one been available to the prophet thus
dacd&c I1111liiI1 I1 required patient humility and did not fit a magical context
of allowing a skilled practitioner to force an immediate result

on a functional level magic tends to work with objects and
words by themselves not inner spirituality or moral worthiness of the
petitioner As aune observes ancient pagan religions tended to do
the same while classical handbooks of magic mention patterns of
worthiness their amulets elaborate ritual and standard formulas
monotonously stress the mechanical jesus insisted on the general
priprincipleicicleiciple of faith as a condition of signs so scholars who treat his
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healing words as ritual patterns are avoiding the real point of why
miracles occurred 159 likewise hugh nibley notes the similarity of
the book of mormon liahona and the little known practice of arrow
divination with the comment religion becomes magic when the
power by which things operate is transferred from god to the things
themselves igo1601 something ofa reverse process was evidently at work
as joseph smith adapted the seer stone of his environment to the
intensely spiritual work of translating the ancient american plates

there is another striking difference between the mature joseph
smith and the mystic practitioner after receiving the plates in late
1827 joseph bore the burden of worldly survival and the production
and publication of a major scripture among world religions his life
is well documented from that time and all his visible goals were
doctrinal and practical in ohio he generated new scripture transla-
tions and revelations shared in weekday instruction for the elders in
theology and language gave regular preaching at the center and in
outlying areas joseph s practical programs included securing lands
for the gathering carrying out church businesses and publishing
and planning and building temples these projects continued during
the year of resettlement in missouri along with beginning a major
history and the illinois crescendo left little time for anything
else constant public speaking the temple missionary supervision
the gathering evading false arrest major family and social responsi-
bilitiesbili ties and management of economic civic and military affairs to
assume the prophet had continued interest in treasure digging is to
miss his intense devotion to restoring the ancient gospel and reestab-
lishing christ s church and people one flirtation with a salem
windfall means little in the light of overwhelming documentation in
eternal concerns if other salem like episodes were discovered they
would still be exceptions to joseph smith s impressive record of
working to capacity for family and god s kingdom

this is why the criticism of brewster s money digging during
the nauvoo period speaks clearly latter day saint spirituality ran in
deep channels of prayer public worship and restored biblical cere-
monies folk practices probably expressed religious strivings for
some in their pre mormon period but were essentially confined to
that time and later temple ceremonies were given a thoroughly
biblical and christian content magic rituals and their paraphernalia
were foreign to the new religion perhaps not always suppressed on a
private level but clearly condemned when attempts were made to
legitimize them as adjuncts to the faith
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in joseph s lifetime the church acted against arts of divination
with initiative from local officers evidently without consulting
superiors the two cases here were affirmed by leaders close enough to
the prophet to reflect his views in 18411841 joseph s apostle cousin
george A smith presided over the staffordshire conference and
made a public report by calling on fellow apostle wilford woodruff
to explain the church position

the president then brought up the case of a brother Mournmoumfordford who
was holding the office of a priest from whom fellowship had been
withdrawn by the council of officers in consequence of his practicing
fortune telling magic black art etc and called upon elders
woodruff and cordon to express their feelings upon the subject when
elder woodruff arose and spoke briefly upon the subject and informed
the assembly that we had no such custom or practice in the church
and that we should not fellowship any individual who practiced
magic fortune telling black art etc for itit was not of god when itit
was moved and carried by the whole church that fellowship be with-
drawn from brother Mournmoumfordfordgord 161

A clear summary of this action was then sent to nauvoo and
published in the times and seasons by don carlos smith unchal-
lenged by his prophet brother 1621 2 another stand against occult
practices was taken by hyrum smith in his nauvoo role of assistant
president of the church A bishop s court had charged benjamin
holt with accusing certain persons of being witches or wizards and
endeavoring to cure such as he said was bewitched by art and
meddling with those things unlawfully after the trial expanded the
issues bishop david evans ruled the decision of the courtiscourt is that
brother hoyt cease to call certain characters witches or wizards and
that he cease to work with the rod he calls a divining rod and that he
cease to burn a board or boards to heal the sick by art 1631 3 the ruling
was ratified when the case went to the high council on appeal after
investigation president hyrum smith decided that council confirm
the decision of the bishop s court which was voted by the council

164iunanimously
there isis consistency inin disciplining those using rods and stones

by art or unlawfully whereas limited religious uses of similar
objects were not challenged the general issue was sensibly discussed
in print when the prophet was nominal editor of the times and
seasons gladden bishop and others had claimed public revelation
raising the question of the difference between true and false
prophecy the result waspaswas a carefully reasoned editorial try the
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spirits it reviewed counterfeit prophecy and tongues including the
kirtland pentecostal extravagancesextravagantes that were corrected by joseph
smith a reminder that similar outward practices may have a godly or
ungodly use indeed the gift of tongues had special warnings at-
tached to it the editorial reasoned that false spirits could be detected
by true inspiration but outward tests were added true revelation
would not produce strange practices overawingoverswingoverawing others by outward
display by contortion of body or voice by contradicting god s

commands or by competing with his appointed leadership 165

whereas the new testament depicts inspired and uninspired
expressions of the gift of tongues the old testament emphasizes the
tension between right and wrong use of prophecy for instance an
accurate summary of old testament divination notes the seership
aspect of prophecy as often misused the term could be used
occasionally in a good sense as we might speak of a prophet having
clairvoyant gifts without thereby approving all forms of clairvoy-
ance 166 so the whole bible wrestles with the problem that a given
external pattern may be approved by god at one time and not
another thus it should pose no religious difficulty that joseph s seer
stone of his youth was later applied to the higher use of inspired
translation of the book of mormon there is even a claim that joseph
discovered the plates through the stone though his own vision
accounts do not hint at this and in 1829 even scornful uncle jesse
only knows that the angel of the lord has revealed to him the hidden
treasures of wisdom and knowledge 1671 7 no doubt joseph s fervent
religious strivings were real as he eloquently recounts them this
general unrest involved him to an unknown extent in money digging
ritual here it is easier to sketch a model than round it out in the
absence of reliable data joseph was also involved in the forms of
revival religion and then left them behind after visions came magical
religion could serve the same function of inquiry since the credibility
of the answer is the real question for joseph smith early pennsylva-
nia german culture illustrates the marriage ofpiety and some magic
where spells and christian prayers intermingle in trust that god can
control supernatural forces 1681 8 such an environment tinted young
joseph smith but did not change the unfailing devotional color of his
early life if joseph smith s early searches brought him to occult
frontiers his final answers were revelatory biblical and christian
some assume joseph s lifetime involvement with stones used in his
new york neighborhood for searching out riches or lost objects but
transformation is the core of joseph s personality oliver cowdery s
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first revelations show the strictly religious use of the translation stone by
1829 furthermore a significant nauvoo episode emphasizes its higher
use

in 1841 wilford woodruff along with the twelve visited the
prophet joseph unfolded much and wilford had the privilege of
seeing for the first time in my day the urimarim and thummimThummim 9 that
statement may not be technically true since brigham young noted the
same occasion and remembered that joseph explained to us the arimurim
and thummim which he found with the plates and afterward showed
the seer stone 170 thus joseph commented on both types ofstones but
their common properties may have caused wilford woodruff to use the
terms interchangeably in utah president woodruff must have had the
same stone that the twelve saw in nauvoo and he called it the seer s

stone that joseph smith found by revelation some 30 feet under the
earth carried by him through life 17171 but this was not the double stone
that came from cumorah just under the surface which joseph said was
returned to the angel concerning the nauvoo visit of the twelve
brigham young reported that joseph showed us his seer stone and
brigham then explained he said that every man who lived on the earth
was entitled to a seer stone and should have one but they are kept from
them in consequence of their wickedness and most of those who do find
one make an evil use of it 17272 here is the prophet s criticism of the
treasure seekers of his environment for him the most visible possessors
of such stones moreover his guarded disclosure to apostles of seven
years shows that the maturejosephmaturematur ejosephjoseph neither taught nor practiced treasure
digging or they would have already been familiar with the stone and his
views on it

carried by him through life was wilford woodruff s phrase
regarding joseph and the stone but possessed by him through life is
the apparent intent ofsuch language the arimurim and thummim were the
means of receiving most of the formal revelations until june 1829 173171175

that was the time of completing the book of mormon which was
translated through the arimurim and thummim and also the seer stone but
no type of stone is involved in receiving revelation or translation after
that orson pratt watched the new testament revision and wondered
why the book ofmormon procedure was not continued

while this thought passed through the speaker s mind joseph as if
he read his thoughts looked up and explained that the lord gave him
the urimarim and thummim when he was inexperienced in the spirit of
inspiration but now he had advanced so far that he understood the
operations of that spirit and did not need the assistance of that

174instrumentinstrument
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the same logic would apply to the seer stone which disappears from
historical notice apparently not operational in joseph s religious
activities the essence of the new religion was the inner experience of
revelation not its means whether or not aided by objects like the
stone

religion refers to inner strivings toward god a definition
applicable to the prophet from youth to martyrdom yet strident
critics deny this charging that joseph s use of the seeking stone for
translation involved the occult but even before the prophet outgrew
the stone he was applying it to higher spiritual goals after early
experimentation with more worldly uses according to joseph s

mother oliver cowdery and his own accounts his four year tutorial
at cumorah instilled commitment and personal sacrifice in carrying
out his translation assignment the prophet s testimony asks for
belief in his spiritual metamorphosis during years of preparation
bebecauseicausiicause joseph himself was a new man neither bible nor stone was
the same object it had been before the early visions were the sure
lights that guided the young traveler out of the dark forests of his
culture believers in sudden salvation no doubt have trouble with this
gradual and sometimes stumbling journey Is the stone automatically
superstition that raises the question of defining religion by chris-
tian and jewish precedents what is the bible if not a record of the
methods of god s direction of men one who considers that view will
see these joseph smith issues in the revelation stones of the old and
new testaments

the last book of the new testament was nearly the last written
and divides its contents between a remarkable sequence of visions of
the future and first century revelations to the faithful in the less
symbolic contemporary part the promise is made and I1 will give
him a white stone and on the stone a new name written which no one
knows except him who receives it rev 217 175 commentators on
this verse wrestle with the issue of religion versus cult out of many
possible meanings the trend is to see some sort of magic stone
here an amulet or charm to ward off evil drawing power from a
sacred name the similarity with pagan practices is puzzling to
many the same problem exists in old testament analysis of the
stones of the arimurim and thummimThummim for the concept of miraculous
stones is avoided by many scholars who propose a drawing of yes no
lots with the two stones or their two faces although the lot can be
biblical when combined with prayer to god a more spiritual percep-
tion of the urimarim and thummim is available
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actually the combining of dreams arimurim and prophets 1 I1 sam
286 indicates that even as the first and last terms denote revelations
to the mind of the petitioner through a prophetic intermediary so
urimarim denotes a correspondingly personal revelation through the
mind of that priestly intermediary who wore the shining stones of the
breastpiece in israelsisraels sanctuary and the priestly oracles were not
limited to yes or no answers but provided detailed explanations
judg 1111 1 sam 1022 2 sam 523 scripture condemns pagan

mechanical divination hos 412 176

in revelation john incorporates past religious symbols into his
message thus the most internally consistent interpretation of the
11 white stone combines with the book s assurance that the faithful
will become kings and priests to the most high rev 16 these
eternal priests will be in tune with god s will like the high priest
with the breastplate of shining stones and the urimarim in hebrew that
term means light corresponding to the white stone of john s

revelation this correlation should be obvious but joseph smith is
virtually alone in confidence that john sees the redeemed as full high
priests then the white stone mentioned in rev 217 is the urimarim
and thummimThummim whereby all things pertaining to a higher order of
kingdoms even all kingdoms will be made known 177 As for
genuine religion joseph smith perceived the stone of john s vision
not as a stone of chance but as a conduit of enlightenment and a
reward of worthiness of character

in leaving money digging behind joseph smith also outdis-
tanced the magical milieu of his teens this fact should warn the
careful scholar against making too much odtheoftheof the supernatural charms
that were apparently held by the smiths hyrum smith s descendants
possess what pearson corbett called three emblematic parch
ments 178 in purpose they somewhat resemble jewish phylacteriesphylacteried
which were worn in prayer and contained verses reminding the wearer
ofjehovahofjehovah s covenant promises these family documents contain old
testament quotes of prayer and promise together with cryptic
symbols designed to ward off evil and enemies 179 but what does
possession prove were they inherited by hyrum given to him from
the outside or even owned by him if they were his did he keep them
as curiosities or use them and if so at what points in his life until
such questions are answered the objects merely illustrate the occult
environment around the smiths before mormonism

and no more than this can be made of the so called jupiter
talisman supposedly in possession of joseph smith at carthage
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mention of this first surfaced in 1937 when charles bidamon who had
been reared by emma listed items for sale that supposedly came from
joseph smith one was listed as a silver pocket piece which was in the
prophet s pocket at the time of his assassination 180 wilford wood a
collector of mormon memorabilia purchased it in 1938 and received
bidamon s certificate that the prophet possessed it when murdered but
charles bidamon was born twenty years after the martyrdom he
claimed emma as his source and said that she prized this piece very
highly on account of its being one of the prophet s intimate posses-
sions 181 one might wonder what is sales talk and what is history sixty
years after emma s death particularly when one ofotherher own sons should
have retained the coin if it meant that much to their father

nor does the jupiter talisman clear the next historical hurdle
james W woods was joseph smith s principal lawyer at the end he
went to carthage with him at joseph s request went to nauvoo the
morning of the martyrdom and rode back to carthage the next day to
help recover the bodies 182 later he gave detailed memories copying a
receipt from joe smith s wife of the articles I1 found upon the person of
joe smith it was dated a week after the murder and signed by emma
obviously at a time when she could begin to handle practical details but
the lawyer evidently collected the prophet s personal effects the day after
the martyrdom emma signed for one hundred and thirty five dollars
and fifty cents in gold and silver along with the prophet s gold ring
and a half dozen other pocket items but this detailed inventory names
no item like the bidamon talisman 183 the charm was distinct from
money it was an inch and a half in diameter and covered with sym-
bols and a prayer on one side and a square ofsixteen hebrew characters on
the other 184

to some the talisman shows that the nauvoo leader was tainted by
traditional magic but the jupiter piece does not survive cross
examination any better than the hyrum smith family parchmentsparchmentyparchments
joseph s possession of the talisman at any point of his life cannot be
proved nor can the talisman s meaning to him be explained if he used
it on one side the square of jewish letters is bordered by several
hebrew words for the divine father the other face has mystical
symbols and an unpolished latin sentence confermoconfermo 0 deus potentisprotentis
simus apparently intended to mean strengthen melmejme almighty
god 185 basic studies in both languages gave the prophet the ability to
recognize these hebrew or latin devotional terms ifhe ever favored the
coin it could be for its divine names and the prayer alone
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the answer in history is so often limited by the structuring of the
question current concentration on the environment of folk belief
may lighten one corner and throw strange shadows elsewhere joseph
smith is best served by analyzing environments in order to deter-
mine the mixture of backgrounds that affected him some historians
comfortably accept all allegations of money diggingmagicdigging magic on a
general impression that where there is smoke there must be fire
others insist on quality control conclusions based on rejecting
community hearsay and admitting evidence that is closely firsthand
and free from intense bias on this standard only sporadic and
temporary money digging appears even if it was proved authentic
the 1831 martin harris letter to william W phelps might reveal
more about harris s frame of thinking than whatjosephwhat joseph smith said to
him cultural parallels certainly help to formulate questions about
the young prophet but answers about his religious experiences must
come primarily from him

joseph smith s total environment juts higher than folk religion
his self portrait is the youth with bible testing each church by
scriptural specifications this was also the dominating force in his
family background and in his religious culture the revival move-
ment of joseph smith s area highlights rural americans who were
unchurched and considering some type of commitment this can be
somewhat quantified by the astounding number of biblical restora
tionistszionists among the first mormon converts they combine the charac-
teristicste of bible literalism intellectuality and spiritual witness
their vital inner life appears in similar intimations and dreams about
renewal of god s work since joseph smith is both head and part of
this cultural stream such powerful social and spiritual forces are
clearly paramount for him but divining for treasure is transitory in
his life just as money diggingmagicdigging magic is rare in the autobiographies of
the early converts of new england new york and ohio 18618 alt-
hough generally written later these recollections are outpourings of
naive candor revitalizing the main concerns ofofpreoffrepre mormon life

seeking true religion is thus joseph smith s strongest back-
ground influence and his considerable family history sources re-
inforce this conclusion grandfather solomon mack was a principled
and energetic enterpriser too busy for religion until poor health gave
him time to reflect and be converted at the end of his life grand-
father asael smith was a religious dissenter who deeply believed in
god s universal salvation held strong restorationist views and in-
sisted that true religion must meet the tests of scripture and
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reason 187 father joseph smith followed this tradition and his
mature years were punctuated by symbolic dreams of being reli-
giously lost finding solutions and being promised more 188 mother
lucy mack smith also fits this group of individualists receiving
deep assurances through her private prayers she first investigated
methodism and prayed for her husband s soul when he resisted in
midlifemid life she affiliated with presbyterianism again without him 189

this family illustrates the climate of biblical searching a more
constant influence on young joseph than patterns of folk magic lucy
mack smith reacted to accusations by considering treasure rites
incidental to the deep quest for religion that was their overriding
family concern noting reports that the smiths were preoccupied
with magic circles or soothsaying she bypassed the subject as
trivial without affirming or denying we never during our lives
suffered one important interest to swallow up every other obliga-
tion although the quote often stops there in negative literature
lucy s next sentence completed her thought that their time was
mainly used in religious seeking but whilst we worked with our
hands we endeavored to remember the service of and the welfare of
our souls 190

joseph s autobiographies and smith histories create a map his
historical terrain is not as important as his route through it what-
ever his trails of investigation there was a consistently religious
destination in addition to being biased and exaggerated the neigh-
borhood affidavits address the wrong question young joseph s ob-
servable activities could be trivial but his inner development is the
real issue in reviewing his youth and mature mission in nauvoo he
insisted you never knew my heart 191igi only he and a few near him
could speak on that subject his mother watched his private life and
pictured a religious quest for joseph was less inclined to the study
ofbooks than any child we had but much more given to reflection and
deep study 192 likewise his father compressed joseph s youth in a
sentence and the search for god was the controlling theme thou
hast sought to know his ways and from thy childhood thou hast
meditated much upon the great things of his law this father s

blessing also alludes to stunning answers as do joseph s own vision
accounts 193 the divine responses matched the quality of the young
prophet s pursuit of truth indeed driving inquiry is a core charac-
teristicte of his whole life

joseph smith early produced a full review of his youthful
searches leading to the first vision an intimate sharing of three years
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of reading scriptures questioning religionists and thinking deeply
about contradictions between the bible and the available faiths at
about the age of twelve years my mind become seriously impressed
with regard to the all important concerns for the welfare of my
immortal soulSOUI 19419 something far deeper was going on spiritually for
him even in the years where evidence shows some involvement with
money digging

conversion and progression are the themes of joseph s early
vision accounts and the first was embedded in the 1830 statement of
beliefs in his 1834 answer to the hurlbut howe affidavits joseph
protested that he had already conceded human error before his
enemies loudly tried to expose it but as the articles and covenants
of this church are plain on this particular point I1 do not deem it
important to proceed further 195 in original usage articles and
covenants was the title given to what is now section 20 of the
doctrine and covenants 19619 the first vision appears there in guarded
language beginning a three stage sequence first a synonym for
revealing is used it was truly manifested unto this first elder that
he had received a remission of his sins dacd&c 205 this is clearly
the 1820 appearance of the father and the son since two of the four
first vision accounts give forgiveness as a main message and joseph
notes no other revelation on this subject in this period following this
divine communication joseph was entangled again in the vanities
of the world but after truly repenting god ministered unto him by
an holy angel who brought the book of mormon 1979 so the
vanities of this world touched young joseph between 1820 and
1827 for the time before the angel entrusted the plates to joseph was
also a probationary period

there is a rough and biased definition of what joseph probably
meant by admitting vanities of theworldthe world in his 1830 statement on
church doctrine it comes in the palmyra reflector series on the gold
bible in early 183118318511 the paper specialized in broad satire and its
editor was an aggressive lawyer named abner cole 198 the thorough-
going rationalism of his editorials left little room for religious
experience moreover he started to print pirated book of mormon
extracts before its publication but angrily backed off when joseph
smith threatened to sue philosophically and personally he seems
motivated to gather the worst on the smiths yet his 183118318511851 exposure
is actually more favorable than the 1833 affidavits which should
rouse suspicion of those who know the mob psychology of a time
when political campaigns and public testimonials were intensely
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partisan As earlier noted the 1833 statements described some smith
family money digging but the most visible charges added laziness
and lying the last perhaps a raw judgment on smith claims of the
supernatural cole s reflector series mentioned no laziness and lying
but heaped terse scorn on the family for their poverty lack of
education lack of church affiliation and superstitious money dig-
ging which is so harshly attacked that exaggeration is obvious 199

since cole mentioned contacting neighbors his 1831 accusations
probably include all their community could seriously say against
joseph smith who is basically vindicated here in his contention that
his enemies could show no serious moral wrong in his youth

neither the prophet s 1830 review of the restoration
dacd&c 201 13 or the 1834 answer to howe s affidavits came in a
vacuum because each answered implicit or explicit accusations
joseph smith s public statements on his youth essentially label
seeking treasure as part ofa way of life that he had long left behind in
judging the prophet s consistency definition is demanded the
stowell dig of 1825 and the 1826 trial involve supernatural finding
with the aid of a stone no evidence shows that the mormon leader
returned to such a procedure after beginning translation of the
ancient plates in 1827 indeed there is but one known attempt to
gain treasure afterward but this 1836 salem trip started with no
occult method instead with inside information quite like current
attempts to find sunken gold by historical inquiry 200 moreover
joseph s eastern journey had a double purpose for it was a major step
in church refinancing especially through the kirtland bank and
even the salem revelation is practical in the sense ofassociating future
riches with future converts in the gathering from there and by
implication from everywhere

no document from joseph smith shows a continuity of new
york divining practices including oliver cowdery s revelation that
originally spoke of the gift ofworking with the rod dacd&c 8 that
message promised knowledge of gospel truths not locations of
earthly hoards nor would these be the real topic in the questionable
missouri revelation to hyrum smith on a great treasure in the
earth it clearly claims to be a migration revelation and in these
joseph smith consistently followed moses statements of the
exodus inheritance theme thus the purported message to hyrum
would restate the reward of the first migration command in new
york promising the riches of the earth dacd&c 3839 but these
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were specifically greater riches even a land of promise
dacd&c 3818 although this newly discovered missouri revelation is
historically suspect the important conclusion here is that treasure has
been simplisticallysimplistically used without facing the distinct joseph smith
applications in his specific uses of earthly treasure and its synonyms
the meaning of hidden hoard is the rare exception otherwise
joseph smith applies old testament language in three main mean-
ings 1 the resources of the land of promise following the assurance
to faithful israel that the lord s good treasure would be poured
upon them in the fruit of thy ground deutbeut 2811 12 2 general
personal prosperity of individuals assured mainly in special blessings
that reiterate the promises to the tribe ofjosephofjoseph such as the precious
things of the earth and guiness thereof deutbeut 3316 3 restoration
of ancient scriptures through discovery or revelation using moses
phrase to zebulun and issachar literally or metaphorically trea-
sures hid in the sand deutbeut 3319 thus joseph smith s treasure
definitions almost totally serve the deep restoration concepts to
which he gave his energies in manhood

the fullest scriptural summary of joseph smith s process of
development came shortly after the organization of the churchchurch201201

behold thou wast called and chosen to write the book of mormon and to
my ministry and I1 have lifted thee up out of thine afflictions and have
counseled thee that thou has been delivered from all thine enemiesenemies
and thou hast been delivered from the powers of satan and from
darkness nevertheless thou art not excusable in thy transgressions
nevertheless go thy way and sin no more magnify thine of-
fice dacd&c 241 3

the overwhelming theme of joseph smith s life from this time is

steady devotion to his calling culminating in the decision to face
martyrdom for the safety of his people his inner thoughts and goals
are spelled out in recorded prayers extensive journals a hundred
detailed discourses blessings given by him and to him and the
forthright words of his own revelations these show mature spiritual
purposes that reduce any treasure searching to a transitory exploring
function for the prophet s life 202 joseph smith s prophetic years
tower above the past as do those of paul or moses preoccupation
with the early surroundings of such men is a barrier to understanding
what they became



the maturejosephbaturmatureMaturbarur ejosephjoseph smith and treasure searching 547

NOTES

richard lloyd anderson isis a professor of ancient scripture at brigham young university and associateassociate
editor ofofbyuB YU studies

joseph smith jr to josiah stowell 18 june 1825 canandaguaCanandagua NYN Y for a convenientconvenient
transcription see pidgepitgepage 399 of this issueissue of banghambnghamBrigham young university studies or see church news 12 may
1985 10 unless otherwise noted all documents cited are held by the library archives historical
department the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS
church archives historical quotations inin this article are occasionally corrected inin spelling or clarified
through capitalization punctuation or writing out abbreviations glenn rowe and steven sorensen of
the LDS church archives assisted inin locating far west mo postmarks for helpful criticismcriticism I1 am
indebted to colleagues ron esplin edward geary and deanjesseeDean jessee I1 also express thanks to ron walker
for sharing vermont research and to my assistant barbara jo rytting for careful source checking

martinmarttnmartin harris to W W phelps 23 october 1830 palmyra NYN Y for a convenient transcrip-
tiontion see page 403 ofthisorthisof this issueissue ofbyu studies or see church news 28 april 1985 6

3whitneywhitneyrwhitneytWhitneyRR cross the burned over district new york harper and row 1965 141 42
4 richard lloyd anderson joseph smiths new york reputation reappraised BYU studies 10

spring 1970 302 this article featured william smith s recollections on the real values oftheodtheof the family
and his refutation oftheodtheof the 1833 palmyra affidavits although he was born inin 18181111 and perhaps knew little
ofofjosephjoseph s pennsylvania life william isis still an important witness to the incidental nature of treasure
activity of the smiths as he became an observant teenager the specifics of family history remainremain a
critical control on the use of ofgeneralgeneral cultural patterns inin attempting to explain joseph smith

5foriforor the cowdery trial summary see latter day saints messenger and advocate 12 october 18183518553 5

202 commenting on events before getting the plates from the hill reprinted inin francis W kirkham
newnewwitnessWitnesswitnessforeorforforchristchrist inin america ad5d3d ed salt lake city deseret book co 1960 11051 105

christian advocate salt lake city january 1886 for the variousvarious accounts of the 1826 trial and a
copy of the constable s bill see marvin S hill joseph smith and the 1826 trial new evidence and
new difficulties BYU studies 12 winter 1972 223 33 kirkham new witnesswitnessforforagr christ 223592559359559
conveniently prints two trial accounts including W D purple s statement that he was invited to take
notes of the trial which I1 did kirkham new witnesserwitnessorwitness foryornoror christ 232 36456464 what seem to be purple s

notes surfaced inin salt lake city through a nieceniece oftheodtheof the trial judge and are quoted here inin the versionversion of
episcopal bishop daniel tuttle who prefaced his exact copy by indicating that miss pearsall tore the
leaves out of the record found inin her father s uncle s house and brought them to me christian
advocate january 1886 the same document was published by tuttle inin a religious encyclopedia
reproduced inin kirkham new witnesserwitnessorwitnessforWitnessforyornoror christ 225602360360560 62 see also n 30

acylucyucy smith biographical sketches ofJosephajoseph smith the prophet liverpool orson pratt 1853 92
compare 106 which identifies the unmurimarim and thummim as that which joseph termed a key the last
term applied to the pre 1827 period suggests the reference quoted inin the text refers to the seer stone
joseph s refutationsreputations are discussed inin this sectionsection oftheodtheofthe paper whereas his mother s most direct comment
appears inin the last section the harrishams interviewinterview appears inin tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys monthly 5 1859 163 70 and isis
reproduced inin kirkham new witnesswitnessforagrfor christ 1237325732575373573575 83 A related early document isis isaac hale s

affidavit regarding the stowell treasure dig the affidavitaffadavitaffadavit appeared inin the susquehanna register 1 may
1834 before E D howe s publication isaac hale s quotation of the revelation to martin harris
dacd&c 5 shows his mind at work accurate inin general information but placing details inin an unfavorable
light

foror background seeseemaxhmax H parkin conflict at kirtland A study odtheoftheof fhethe nature and causes ofexternalof external
andinternaland internal conflict odtheoftheof the cormonsmormons inin ohio between 2 1830830 andaw 18382838 salt lake city maxmaxhmachH parkin 1966
120 28 spelling of hurlbut s name conforms to the painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio telegraph vitalviralvitai records and
later documents from him though consistency isis lacking

9josephjosephajoseph smith jr diary 28 january 1834 cited inin dean C jessee the personal writings ofofjosephjoseph
smith salt lake city deseret book co 1984 26 27 this entry isis retrospective compare the
kirtland council minute book 18 march 1833 ordination ofdoctorofdoctordocton hurlburt by the hand of ofsidneysidney
rigdon to be an elder

kirtland council minute book 3 june this excommunicationexcommunication date entered after 18 march 2211
and 23 june 1833 LDS church archives see alsojosephalsoaiso joseph smith jr history odtheoftheof the church ofjesusof jesus christ
oflatterof latter day saints 7 vols salt Lakelakeahe city deseret book co 1902 32 13541 554354 55 these volumes
have primary value as being dictated or approved by joseph smith until 1838 and after that official
value as being compiled from good sources by his associates

statement ofe D howe 8 april 1885 painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio chicago historical society
joseph smith to william phelps et al 18 august 1833 cited inin injesseejessee personal writings ofjoseph

smith 287
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13 to the public painesvillegainesvillePainesville telegraph 3311 january 1834
14 first presidency to the brethren in christ jesus scattered from the land of their inheritance

22 22januaryjanuary 1834 kirtlandKirdand ohio letter book 1 p 8811 LDS church archives also cited in history odtheoftheof taet&e

church 2475
5the evening and the morning star 12 april 1834 150 paraphrasing the non mormon committee s

goal for joseph smith oliver cowdery thought their work was incomplete until they did similar
investigation on hurlbut to expose his character and hold him up to the view of the community in the
true light which his crimes merit

16joseph16joseph smith to the elders of the church of the latter day saints latter day saints messenger

andadvocateand advocate 2 december 1835 228
ellen E dickenson interview with E D howe 1880 painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio in ellen E dickinson

new light on mormonism new york funk and wagnallsWagnalls 1885 73 interview date 62 the
characterization is in statement of E D howe 8 april 1885 compare a similar mormon evaluation of
hurlbut he was of a conceited ambitious and ostentatious turn with a degree of education but of a
low moral status benjamin F johnson my lifes review independence mo zion s printing &

publishing co 194711947 25
18eE D howe mormonism unavailedvnvailedunvailed painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio E D howe 1834 with prefatory

advertisement dated october 1834 for the spelling of this title compare noah webster an
american dictionary of the english language new york S converse 1828 under veil and vail
webster preferred the latter as more obviously indicating the latin sound

19painesvillegainesvillepainesvillePaines ville telegraph 28 november 1834
20latter20latter day saints messenger and advocate 1 december 1834 42 see also the other obvious

reference to howe s book on the same page speaking of mormon detractors cowdery noted they
have been giving in largesheetslarge sheets their own opinions of the incorrectness ofour system and attestedvolumesattested volumes
ofour lives and characters the latter phrase noticed the affidavits while large sheets was used inin the
sense of large books with no other competitor at that datedare than howe s 290 page work for this
archaic usage see the 1828 edition of webster an american dictionary 5 sheets plu a book or
pamphlet

JosepjosephjosephsmithhSmithsmith to oliver cowdery satterdaylatterdaylatrlatterLatterDayday saintsmessengerandadvocatesaints messenger and advocate 1 december 1834401834 40
also cited in jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 336 37

221n2 in the king james new testament conversation generally translates anasanastrophetroph a term profiled
accurately as way of life conduct behavior in its uses there F wilbur gingrich shorterlexiconshorter lexicon odtheoftheof the
greek new testament chicago university of chicago press 1965 compare paul s conversation as
his former life as a pharisee gaigalGA

1l11313 and peter s advice to wives to win over husbands for the gospel by
conversation not talk 1 I1 pecpetper 3311

13unchaste is used without sexual context here in the 1828 edition of webster an american
dictionary there was a neutral sense of not pure in the two synonymous phrases quoted here it
correscorresponds2tonds to the previous adjective uncircumspect

2 anderson joseph smith s new york reputation reappraised 288 89 lists stereotyped
repetitions on these three themes in nine of the fifteen affidavits from the palmyra manchester area

5seeaseesee william smith s refutation of the charge of laziness in ibid 331451414 the same detailed picture is
given in lucy smith biographical sketches liverpool orson pratt 1853 and its later paintingsprintingsprintings as tthehe
history of ofjosephjoseph smith for a reconstruction of the smiths farm life see richard lloyd anderson the
reliability of the early history of lucy and joseph smith dialogue 4 summer 1969 13 28

262 compare the social emphasis of the nauvoo reviews of his youth by the prophet his foolish
errors included mingling with all kinds of society times andseasonsand seasons 3 111 april 184211842 749 for the
edited manuscript seeseejesseejessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 202 joseph s clarification note in the
first person rules out serious sins and explains 1 I was guilty of levity and sometimes associated with
jovial company etc not consistent with that character which ought to be maintained by one who was
called of god as I1 had been ibid 666

27cowdery s first installment contemplated a narrative until the time when the church was driven
from jackson co mo latter day saintsmessengersaints messenger andadvocateand advocate I11 october 183418343185418543 13 yet the series
ended where it had begun at the outset ofbook ofmormon translation since it closed with an extended
answer to the affidavits that was obviously one major purpose of the whole history

28ibidibid 1 december 1834 42
291bidibid 2 october 1835 202011 also cited in kirkham new witnesswitnessforfor christ 11105105 cowdery s

final installment is printed in full here
compare3ocompare the text quote at note 6 for the summary of the joseph smith testimony the whole

taking up about 200 words in the best transcript if young joseph was on the witness stand a moderate
time 40 minutes the surviving abstract would be about five percent of the total testimony a selection
probably not designed to be favorable to him furthermore in the questioning about the narrow legal
issues his broader religious experiences were probably not even mentioned
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3thisathisthis paragraph quotes cowdery s final history installment latter day saints messenger and
advocate 12 october 1835 200 201 also cited in kirkham new witnessajorsjorporfor christ 11102102 5

12 ibid
33timestines and seasons 4 1 december 18418422 3322
34james3 james colin brewsterbrewsrer very important to the mormon money diggers springfield 111111.illlii 20 march

184321843184518452 2 3

35brewster35brewster admits that he and his father did money digging at kirtlandKir riandrland but plays a rhetorical game
in claiming the weak brethren of the times and seasons editorial included joseph smith sr who
supposedly induced him to dig for treasure but the editorial speaks of those around brewster who had
been disciplined by the church not at all true of the prophet s father in brewster s view the elder
smith persuaded the brewster family to engage in money digging on that side is the more frequent
mention of the elder smith than young joseph in the howe affidavits on the subject supposedly
assisting joseph smith sr in the persuading was alva beaman perhaps the reason brewsterbrewsrer adds
11 others of high standing since beaman was president of the kirtland elders quorum beaman is
associated with money digging in new york by some source see the martin harris interview with joel
tiffany tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys monthly 5 185918591 164 also cited in kirkham new witnessforwitnessorwitnesserWitness foryoynoyor christ 2377 but
brewstersBrewsters unsupported accusations are unsatisfactory his claim on the blessing might be based on the
treasure language appearing in a smallasmallsmailasdall percentage oftheodtheof the blessings given by the elder smith though the
method ofgainingofgaining the riches of the earth is not clear for instance the wilford woodruff blessing says
that an angel will show thee the treasures of the earth scott G kenney ed wilford woodruffewoodruffs
journal saltsaitsaltsale lake city signature books 1983 1143 entry of 15 april 1837 since father smith
uses vivid blessing language a careful reader is not sure how much literalism was intended either for
angelic appearance or for treasure underground other blessings show that father smith could use such
language in the sense ofearthsofearths resources as he did 2 may 1836 for lyman leonard riches shall flow
unto thee the great men oftheodtheof the earth shall bring thee treasures william harris mormonism portrayed
its errors and absurdities exposed and the spirit and designs of its authors made manifest warsaw ill111111.iiilii
sharp and gamble 1841 26 all these questions are peripheral here to the study ofofjosephjoseph smith jr

36kirtland high council minutes 20 november 1837 summary in history of the church
2525 26 see also the earlier minutes of 30 october 1837 where the issue is whether the brewster
vision of moroni was from god or satan the presidents john smith and joseph smith sr agreed
with the council in this matter of faith that it was a delusion a trick of the devil brother brewster
spoke and said that as he had got so far out of the way he would strive to get back as soon as possible
compare history odtheoftheof trethe church 25202525202520.20.20

37 ezra booth mormonism no ill ohio star 27 october 183118318511 also cited in howe mormonism
unavailedunvailed 187

38forfor the shorter version seebrewsterseebrewscer very important to the mormon money diggers 4 for ebeneezer
robinson s longer version see items of personal history of the editor the return july 1889 these
detadetailedlied recollections are generally based on skeletal facts but are written up to prove robinson s theory
that joseph smith had become a fallen prophet

39salemsalem gazette 30 september 1836
401bid401ibidbid 29 july 1836 the old crowninshield wharf that former center and heart of business

and now almost dilapidated and useless slip is certainly and forthwith to be rebuilt
4nathanielnathaniel hawthorne twice told tales new york washington square press 1960 303 the

1842 edition first contained this treasure story which was published in the token in 1838 nina E
browne ed A bibliography ofnathanielof nathaniel hawthorne boston houghton mifflin and co 1905 221111

42 robinson items of personal history the return july 1889
43william43 william darby and theodore dwight jr A new gazetteer of the united states of america

hartford edward hopkins 1833 495
44 lucy smith preliminary manuscript rephrased in biographical sketches 5500
45census45 census salem gazette 30 september 1836
460liver460oliverliverilver cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 boston mass cited in latter day saints

messenger andadvocateand advocate 3 october 1836 393915911
470410410liveroliverliverilver wrote to his brother warren cowdery while shipboard on long island sound on 4 august

1836 cited in latter day saintsmessengersaints messenger andadvocateand advocate 2 september 1836 373 the datedace was printed
as 3 august but was corrected to 4 august in the following letter oliver cowdery to warren cowdery
24 august 1836 3386 which also described taking the train from providence to boston early the next
day

4robinsonkrobinsonrobinson items of ofpersonalpersonal history the return july 18911891

49joseph49joseph smith diary 28 28januaryjanuary 1834 cited in jessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 27
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501nin 1841 erastuserascus snow was called to salem by hyrum smith and given a copy of the salem
revelation on the many people in this city the lord would gather the story of his rich harvest is told
in andrew karl larson erastus snow salt lake city university of utah press 1971 67 74 for
nathaniel ashby s conversion and nauvoo home see ibid 80 82 757511 for newspaper references to
mormon conversions see donald Q cannon joseph smith in salem studies in scripture volume one

the doctrine and covenants ed robert L milletmiller and kent P jackson sandy utah randall book co
19844361984 436456

5ebeneezerebeneezer robinson s memoirs indicate that when he moved to missouri in 1837 he had begun
to doubt joseph smith after the martyrdom he followed sidney rigdon for a time and was baptized
into the whitmeriteWhitmerite church after david whitmer s death in 1888 he closed his salem sketch with
regret since he portrayed short term failure and had no belief in the positive results of the trip
robinson items of personal history the return july 18911891

52 brewster very important to the mormon money diggers 4 Brewbrewstersbrewsrerssters full sentence is the first quote
of this section of the paper

13items13 items of personal history the return july 18911891

54joseph545 joseph smith to emma smith 19 august 1836 salem mass no original can be located today
though the letter was described and copied byjosephby joseph smith 111IIIililii in 1879 thesaintsThethesaintsheraldSaints herald 26257 also
cited injesseein jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 350

55essexessex register 25 august 1836 closing by observing they had been for a weekorweekerweek or two in the
city

560liver560oliverliverilver cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 33933911
57 boston daily times 24 august 1836

comparecomparerhetherhe 1817 language ofdanielof daniel webster about two tenements under the same roof
oxfordoxfordenglishenglish dictionary 1933 11183

the composite picture is drawn from cowdery s latter day saints messenger andadvocateand advocate letters
brigham youngs memoirs salem newspapers compare cannon joseph smith in salem 436 and
the boston daily times 24 and 26 august 1836 see also history odtheoftheof the church 2463 66

6seeaseesee the minutes of the 6 april conference in latter day saints messenger and advocate 3 april
1837 488 the nature of this debt had been changed and was now a merchant debt compare the
corrill quote n 6611

61 isolating 1836 new york debts needs further work but two cases are quite clear winthrop
eatonearon is listed as a merchant on water street near wall street at the time of the prophet s visit to
manhattan longworthylongworthsLongworths american almanac new york register and city directory new york thomas
longworth 1836183611856 he sued through attorneys in ohio for the amount of an 11 october 1836 note of

1143.01114301 plus 1200 for money lent and on an account stated asasoflof 1 may 1837 since an amount of
this size would normally be negotiated in person probably the prophet or cosigner oliver cowdery
called on this businessman in new york and the note given a month after return may have related to
delivery ofgoodsofgoods then geaugageaugh county court ofcommonofcommon pleas book U 277 78 another evidence of
new york city negotiation is the note of 12 october 1836 from joseph smith to the firm of bailey
keeler and rensen in the amount of 1804.94180494 located in LDS church archives they were listed as
new york dry goods merchants in the previously mentioned directory the firm ofsmithofsmitholsmith rigdon and
cowdery is indicated in other common pleas cases in 1837 and the LDS church archives has a
smith rigdon ledger with entries from september 1836 through mid 1837 although his figures
seem extravagant secederjohnsecede rjohn corrill gives the sequence ofbuildingofbuilding the temple dedicated april 1836
and then trying the mercantile business to cover the construction deficit going into debt for goods
in new york and elsewhere A briefhistorybrief history odtheoftheof fhethe church ofchristof christ oflatterof latterlattey day saints st louis john

corrill 183911839185918591 26 27 A list of ohio debts survived apparently made in connection with joseph
smiths 1842 bankruptcy application probably about doubled then from interest about half of
approximately 33000 owed was due to new york businesses with most of the rest due to firms in
buffalo cited in fawn M brodie no man knows my history new york alfred A knopf 1946 202011
some accounts like those ofeltonofeaton and the bailey firm discussed before probably go back to the summer
of 1836 and are relevant to the new york visit see also warren cowdery s editorial indicating credit
buying at this period speaking of one year ago he reviewed the economy A great amount of
merchandise was purchased on credit and sold in this town during the summer fall and winter past
latter day saintsmessengersaints messenger andadvocateaudanddud advocate 3 june 183711837185718571 55212 1

61church member ira ames and seceder cyrus smalling both give the sequence of establishing
credit with buffalo merchants and on their recommendation extending it to new york suppliers both
start these events in the spring of 1836 and speak of ofhyrumhyrum smith s and oliver cowdery s going to new
york on store business see the ira ames journal and also the 1841 letter ofcyrusofcyrus smalling in E G lee
the cormonsmormonsMormons or knavery exposed philadelphia E G lee 1841 12 15 yet the trip withjosephwith joseph in
july august is the only known eastern trip for hyrum at this time so these references may really reflect
the new york salem journey compare brigham young s 1852 reference to the prophet s store
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joseph goes to new york and buys 20000 dollars worth ofgoodsofgoods comes into kirtland and commences
to trade journal ofdiscoursesof Discourses liverpool F D andandsS W richards 1854 121 21515 this seems an 181836185636
recollection sincesince the prophets only other new york trip was 1832 when he accompanied newel K
whitney who selected goods then for his own store statements ofiraof iralra ames and brigham young are inin
parkin conflict at kirtland 291 95

63for the mainmalnmainmaln sequence see oliver cowdery to warren cowdery 4 and 24 august 1836 they left
kirtland 25 july arrived inin new york 30 july left new york 4 august arrived inin salem area 5

august left salem about 21 august as discussed previously inin this article and were inin boston until at
least 24 august according to boston times articles and the 24 august 1836 oliver cowdery letter

ajoseph4joseph4joseph smiths early history odtheoftheof the church notes his return to kirtland some timetime inin the month of
september 24662 466 it also notes the first bank organization 24672 467 which was redone 2 january 1837
as a business organization without a bank charter 24702 470 73 the constitution adopted 2 november
was printed on a single sheet inin december 1836

650liveoliverr cowdery to warren cowdery 4 august 1836 237525752 375575 this corrected date isis inin oliver
cowdery to warren cowdery 24 august 1836 338635863 386586

66history66history odtheoftheof the church 24672 467 68
67cowdery s new york letter 4 august 1836 mentions draper underwood long

worths city directory for 1836 lists the former as draper toppan longacre & co engravers
1 wall it lists the underwood firm as underwood bald & spencer engravers 14 wall the name
oftheodtheof the latter firm isis on the kirtland bank notes underwood bald spencer & hufty N york & philadphilada

for photographs of kirtland notes see milton V backman jr the heavens resoundresoundsaltsaitsalt lake city
deseret book co 1983198311985 316

68shethe surviving stock ledger isis held by the chicago historical society but isis available on microfilm
at the harold B lee library at brigham young university accounts of sidney rigdon jared carter
and isaac bishop are opened 18 october 1836 within the first five pages of the book the purchase of
the safe isis documented 16 october 1836 marvin S hill C keith rooker and larry T wimmer
the kirtland economy revisited BYU studies 17 summer 197719773 462 the note to new yorker

winthrop eaton was made I111I1 october 1836 and its language isis apparently quoted as made payable at
the kirtland safety society bank see n 6611

69history69history of the church 3373 37 22 may 1838 at the prophets death willard richards had
compiled josephs history to late 1838 see dean C jessee the writing ofofjosephjoseph smith s history
BBYUYU studies 9 summer 19711971 441441466466

70far7 far west record 6 april 1838 LDS church archives also inin donald Q cannon and lyndon
W cookCoocookedscookerskedseds farfarbestfarwestwest record salt lake city deseret book co 1983 156 compare history odtheoftheof the

church 3133 13 14 the kirtland council minute book notes robinson s appointment on 17 september
1837 as general clerk and recorder oftheodtheof theohe whole church see also history odtheoftheof the church 25251313

7jesseejessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 33545545 4
72thethe scriptory book ofofjosephjoseph smith jr 22 may 1838 45
73joseph73joseph smith was not necessarily the source for robinson s viewview of treasure sincesince there was

common speculation on mounds compare alphonso wetmore gazetteer of the state of missouri
st louis C keemle 1837 254 the mounds are no other than the tombs oftheirof their great men

747 the quoted phrase isis attributed to joseph smith inin the scriptory book 19 may 1838 43
varied recollections have inin common joseph smith s viewview ofanafanof an ancientancient altar or structure not a treasure
site these recollections are conveniently gathered inin john wittorf newsletter and proceedings of the
S EHAE H A no 113 15 april 1969 henele pikalemikale there isis the adopted polynesian name of henry
bigler

75zionzion s camp journals and recollections indicate that joseph considered the mounds burial places
which he verified by digging a foot inin the zelph mound and finding a skeleton and the arrowhead that
evidently caused the death history odtheoftheof rketheree church 127979 isis dependent on heber C kimball s journal
other reporters say little more these include levi hancock reuben mcbride george A smith and
wilford woodruff compare joseph smith to emma smith 4 june 1834 mentioning the mounds
and finding only skulls and their bones cited inin jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 324

76scriptory76 Scriptory book 45 46 the basis for history odtheoftheof rhethe church 5373373 37 38 on 28 may robinson
notes meeting hyrum and joseph who were going to seek locations inin the north the surveying
quote oftheodtheof the text pertains to hyrum s return trip 2211 june these dates and activities agree with harrisonharrlson
burgess who wrote 1837 but described unique activitiesactivities of 1838 we arrived at far west the 27th
ofmayofmanofmay 1837 the next day I1 went to daviess county withjosephwith joseph and hyrum smith and some others to
look out a new location I1 remained there ninenine days and helped survey the sitesite for a city sketch ofaof a
well spent life labors inin the vineyard salt lake city juvenile instructor office 1884 68 the
hyrum smith diary held by eldred smith has the isolated notation arrived inin the far west may the
29th 1838 however robinson s daily record isis more likely to be precise
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william swartzell mormonism exposed being a aljournaljournalajournal ofofaa residence in missourifrommissourirowMissouriMissour fromirowsromaromirom the 28th ofmayofmanof may
to the 20th ofofaugustaugust 1838 pekin ohio william swartzell 1840 his preface reiterates that the
pamphlet is properly my private journal

compare nnno 38 and 5511
79seeseejesseeSee jessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 33595595 9 for a photograph of the letter and address side of

the single page document
postmarks noted obviously lag behind the letters itemized here the first is held by the henry E

huntington library and the postmark is reproduced with their permission oliver cowdery to his
brothers warren and lyman 24 february 1838 the rest are from letters held by the LDS church
archives and appear with their cooperation oliver cowdery to his brothers warren and lyman 2 june
1838 thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff undated but written on an eldersjournalelders journal prospectus of
30 april 1838 and reproduced in thejulythe july issue ofthatof thadthat year thomas B marsh to wilford woodruff 14

july 1838joseph18381858 joseph smith jr and sidney rigdon to stephen post 17 september 1838 W W phelps to
sally phelps 1 may 1839 for a photocopy ofoliverofoliver cowdery to his brothers 2 june 1838 see stanley
R gunn oliver cowdery salt lake city bookcraft 1962 266 the postmark page

81I1 have examined about eight hand delivered letters of ofjosephjoseph smiths and all but two have the
state or county as part of the address the suspected hofmann letters are not figured in this comparison
posted letters are indicated by postage entered or marks and all the availablejosephavailable joseph smith letters in this
category have the statestare written which would seem obviously necessary for a mailed item

82see the official publication table ofpostof post offices in the unitedunitedstatesstates washington city post master
general 1822 97 this rate continued until the legislation of 1845 daniel C roper the unitedstatesUnited Statestatesfates
post office new york funk and wagnallsWag nalls co 1917 61 63

83for instance see the list of missouri post offices in wetmore s 1837 gazetteer of the state of

missouri searches at the LDS genealogical society and the starestate historical society of missouri have
likewise failed to verify a plattesgrovePlattesgrove or plattisgrovePlattis grove

14the following twenty six examples ofgreatof great show joseph smiths long habitual pattern of spellingofspelling

great correctly his handwritten diary entries or letters all appear in jessee s personal writings of ofjosephjoseph
smith in sequence 1832 history 2 27 october 1833 diary 2 2211 december 1835 diary letters of 3
march 1831 13 october 1832 5 18 august 1833 6 2 june 1835 20 july 1835 12 november
1838 4 april 1839 4 9 november 1839 18 august 1842 there are also a halfdozenhalf dozen more forms of
the same adjective or adverb that do not vary from the above pattern the only known example ofofgratesgrates
is in the 4 april 1839 letter and correctly refers to the prison bars with the confusion ofgreates a few lines
above showing the prophet s observable tendency of writingofwriting the ea combination in the adjective great
comparecompare n 85

5foriforfor a photo of the original seeseejesseejessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 359 A transcription of
misspellings is made here for evaluation of ofauthenticityauthenticity for instance det has not been found elsewhere
in josephinjoseph smith holographsholographyholographs though deptappearsdeatdeptdeaf appears once in his journal on 23 september 1835 showing the
prophet s apparent awareness of the correct pattern of spelling debt for the transcription and
photograph oftheodtheofthe journal entry seejesseesee jessee personal writings of jasephjoseph smith 58 188 research assistant
deborah browning dixon located this example and a number of other stylistic variations from the
problem revelation

history odtheoftheof rhethe church 333313511 3322 is the summary of several sources showing that as hyrum neared
missouri his brother was determined to work out a secure and adequate allowance for the first
presidency contemporary documents show that joseph smith was convinced that the growing church
needed full time administrators who were not to be subject to the past or future debts of the
organization compare the 13 may 1838 entry of the far west record indicating high council
authorization to pay the first presidency a fair wage for their services see also the note in cannon and
cook eds far west record 187 88 quoting the scriptory book robinson s quoted view that this
action was rescinded is not supported by further minutes or john corrallscorrillsCor rills report that it was thought
best by the high council to give them some certain amount each year which would be sufficient to
support them BriefbriefhistorybriehistoryBrie History odtheoftheof rhetherke church 29

87 for john whitmer on the mood of the january conference see the book ofjohnof john whitmer chap 1

also cited in F mark mckiernan and roger D launius eds an early latter day saint Hishistoryrotytotyroyy the book
ofjohnof john whitmer independence mo herald house publishers 1980 32 even after section 38 on
moving whitmer notes divisions and anger against the prophet for requiring so much book ofjohnof john
whitmer chap 1 also cited in mckiernan and launius eds book ofjohnof john whitmer 34 35 thus the
context ofsectionof section 38 is the stress of ofresettlementresettlement on a new land not treasure digging it is doubtful if
ohio was ever considered the permanent land of promise since earlier that fall the missouri
missionaries were told that zion would be built on the borders by the lamaniteslamanicesLama nitesnicesnires dacd&c 289

88farfar west record 24 august 18311831 also in cannon and cook eds far west record 14 1I have
quoted verse 16 which was likely read by hyrum br hyrum smith gave an exhortation spoke of
zion and the gathering oftheodtheof the saints into her etc and read a part of the 102 psalm
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89scriptory89 scriptory book 53 revelation given jan 12 1838 LDS church archives also cited in
lyndon W cook the revelations odtheoftheof tlethe prophetprophetjosephjoseph smith provo utah seventy s mission bookstore
1981 332 As noted in the preceding discussion a land flowing with milk and honey is the theme
stated in ex 317 reiterated a dozen times in the pentateuch and restated in the first major revelation
on the modern LDS exodus west from new york dacd&c 3818 19

90eldersjournaleldersjournalElders Journal 1 july 1838 33 34 the piece has a dateline far west may 1838
horation9orationoration delivered by mr S rigdon on the ath4th ofjulyof jueyjuly 1838 far west journal office 1838 8

reprinted in BBYUYU studies 14 summer 1974 523
92 patriarchal blessing book 1 p 9 LDS church archives also transcribed in full in buddy

youngreen ed program joseph smith sr family reunion apNnpp buddy youngreen 19721972 prefatory
section A summary is given in josephsinjosephs diary on the date odtheoftheof the blessing 18 december 1833 seejesseesee jessee
personal writings of joseahjoseph smith 24

93this phrase appears in the blessings of samuel H smith and frederick G williams patriarchal
blessing book 1 ppap 10 13 in contexts of old testament blessing language the quoted phrase is

slightly modified in the blessings of W W phelps and hyrum smith quoted in the following
discussion in the article

94 postscript ofwilliamof william W phelps to sally phelps 19 and 20 july 1835 cited in jessee personal
writings ofofjosephjosephjaleah smith 340 with facsimile on 342 also cited in leah Y phelps letters offaithof faithfalth from
kirtland improvement era 45 august 1942 529

ibid
96joseph smith s blessing ofWilliam W phelps 22 september 1835 patriarchal blessing book 1

ppap 14 15 W W phelps and oliver cowdery were aiding in translating the book of ofabrahamabraham at this
time jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 60 and history odtheoftheof therkeree church 2286

ajoseph9josephjoseph smiths blessing ofoliverofoliver cowdery 18 december 1833 patriarchal blessingbookblessing book 1 p
12 several phrases from the blessing are quoted in the summary in josephinjoseph smiths diary ofthisorthisof this date see
jessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 23 24

98joseph98joseph smith s blessing of ofwilliamwilliam W phelps 22 september 1835
99joseph99joseph smiths blessing of hyrum smith 18 december 1833 patriarchal blessing book 1

p 10 summarized in injosephjoseph smiths diary ofthatof tharthat date seejesseesee jessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 24
10first10 first presidency members were assigned to compile the items of the doctrine of the church

from the standard works including the revelations which have been given to the church up to this date
or shall be until such arrangement is made kirtland high council minute book 24 september 1834
also cited in history of the church 2165 this resolution might suggest the correction of former
wording through revelation present section 8 was section 34 in the kirtland doctrine and covenants
issued in august 1835 with a 17 february 1835 preface signed by the prophet oliver cowdery sidney
rigdon and frederick G williams the revision committee

loiaioiaA book ofcommandmentsforof commandments eorforegr the government odtheof toethetod church ofchristof christ zion mo W W phelps and
co 1833 73

barnes frisbie the history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont rutland vt tuttieturtletuttle and co 1867 64
this is the earliest printing of a history that was reissued in abbie maria hemenway the vermont
historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer burlington vt A M hemenway 18718711 vol 3 with the quote here on 819 an
abridgment of these accounts is found in H P smith and W S rann history ofrutlandof rutland county
vermont syracuse NY D mason and co 1886 653 60 this history also contains specific dates in
frisbie s life 889 90 showing how distant he was from the wood affair he was born in 1815 and
married in 1843 after a late education and reading for law resulting in bar admission in 1842 thus his
start of collecting serious history was about forty years after the discredited woods had migrated in
fact frisbie s preface to his 1867 history mentions the labor and attention I1 have given the matter
during the last twelve years 3 indicating serious collecting about 1855 compare n 105 and the
text there for frisbie s development of a mormon connection after 18186060.60go

ofrisbieerisbieOFrisfrisbiebieble history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont 46 also cited in hemenway vermonthistoricalgazeteervermont historical gazetteergazeteerGazereerteerreef

3812
04 the rodsmenrodsmanRodsmen the vermont american middlebury vt 7 may 1828
ofrisbieOFrisfrisbiebieble history of middletown vermont 43 hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 3810

frisbie explains here that most survivors knew only of the wood movement and their local activities
evidently making his mormon connection the speculation ofaof a few people long after the fact

log11610 laban clarkdarkoark to barnes frisbie 30 january 1867 middletown conn cited in frisbie history of
middletownMiddletovm vermont 5577 also cited in hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 383816581616

117 like some who write today on mormon origins frisbie features dark hints rather than definite
information for instance the counterfeiter allegedly started his money digging at wells obviously an
attempt to include william cowdery since he lived there yet this conclusion is based on no personal
knowledge only the opinion of some with whom I1 have conversed frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown
vermont 46 also cited in hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 3812
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similar vagueness characterizes a neighboring attempt to bolster Frisfrisbiesfnsbiesbiesbles evidence two years after
Frisfrisbiesfnsbiesbiesbles middletown history hiland paul and robert parks published their history of wells vermont
for the first century after its settlement 1869 reprint apnpN p wells historical society 1979 80 82
these two authors had no direct knowledge of the wood scrape of 1800 01 sincesince parks was born
about 1812 and paul inin 1836 frisbie likeilke they reviewreview their considerable pains to verify william
cowdery s involvement with the wood movement concluding we find that winchell did reside
with mr cowdery ipip the winter of 1799 and 1800 their chiefbasischiefbasis for cowdery s involvement and
that ofsomeorsomeof some other townsmen isis the quoted letter ofnancyof nancy F glass writing from illinois and giving
recollections of late childhood 1I was born inin the year 90 and itit must have been when I1 was 10 or I111I1
years old when the rodsmenrodsman were there I1 was about 11 when we moved away from there she had
specific memoriesmemories ofmenofamenofmen coming to her house with their witch hazel pointers yet she had nothing
certain to say about the cowdery family surmising correctly that oliver could not have been involved
because he was not born and continuing if any one was engaged inin itit itit must have been the old
gentleman I1 rather think itit was but won t be positive such lack of evidence isis propped up by two
more names As to mr cowdrey being connected with the rodsmenrodsmanrodsmen as stated byjudgeby judge frisbie we had
itit verified by joseph parks and mrs charles gardner of middletown after the authors enthusiasm
for the above nonevidencenon evidence one would expect direct quotes ifanyifancyifany actual recollection ofwilliamofwilliam cowdery
existed but the above names are given without a hint as to whether they personally knew or simply
repeated community rumor at the timetime of the wood affair joseph parks was sixteen paul and parks
history of wells 129 and mrs gardner was ten 1850 US census rutland co middletown
township 343 thus the history ofwellsof weelswells adds nothing historically to frisbie s weak inference on the
supposed involvement of william cowdery with the woods these early vermont books strain at
connections with intenseintense hostility paul and parks introducing william cowdery by mentioning the
wonderful revelations that many dupes seek to follow 79 the woods moved away from middletown
after being discredited but william cowdery stayed inin middletown where births of his children
appear on the town records inin 1802 1804 1806 and 1809 grace E pember wood A history odtheoftheof the
town of wells vermont N p G wood 1919555 5 8866 ftff

another example of early community convictionsconvictions isis found inin the statement of ohio lawyer S S

osborn to A B deming naked truths about mormonism I11 january 1888 2 osborn visited
middletown vt inin 18711871 boarding with hezekiah haynes who mentioned the wood scrape and
that mormonism undoubtedly originated inin that town although haynes was about twenty when the
wood movement flourished neither visitor osborn nor town historian frisbie quotes any specific
recollection from him

ofrisbieoFrisfnsbiebieble history of middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazeteergazetteerGaze teer 38193 819
town records of tunbridge vt locate the elder smith there at his marriage and the births of three
children through 1803 he also appears there on the 1800 census and inin the land records inin these years
lucy smith s biographical sketches verifies the above information with independent family tradition and
she details her husband s regular activities inin tunbridge and the adjoining towns inin this period

09forfor joseph smith see history of the church 1321 32 on the 5thath day of april 1829 oliver
cowdery came to my house until which time I1 had never seen him see note inin history odtheoftheof rhethe church for
the corrections inin printed cacesdacesdatesdares which conform to the manuscript writtenwritten during the prophet s life for
oliver cowdery see latter day saints messenger andadvocateand advocate 1 october 1834 14 near the timetime of
the setting of the sun sabbath evening april 5 1829 my natural eyes for the first time beheld this
brother

OFrisfnsbieofrisbiebieble history of middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 38193 819
Frisfrisbiesfnsbiesbiesbles sources may have carelessly assumed that his counterfeiter was the same as the vagabond
fortunetellerfortune teller by the name of walters who then resided inin the town of sodus the constant
companion and bosom friend of these money digging imposters palmyra reflector 28 february 183118318511851

also cited inin kirkham new witnesswitnessforforagr christ 12911 291 92 soon after this local publication the story
was exported by palmyra anti mormonscormons painesvillegainesvillePaines ville ohio telegraph 22 march 18311831 however the
new york magician does not meet the conditions walters has the wrong name lives inin the wrong
town and does not fit frisbie s contention that the man went to ohio with the mormonscormons frisbie
claimed that he relied on those who knew him inin both places frisbie history ofofmtddletownofmiddletownMiddletown vermont
62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 38193 819 but knew for frisbie includes knew about or
rumored his pattern isis to name firsthand witnesseswitnesses when he has them there isis no support for frisbie s
quoted viewview that winchellwingateWinchell Wingate accompanied the mormonscormons from palmyra to ohio again
candidates with these names do not fit the conditions required including edward bradley wingate a
nauvoo mormon who married sidney rigdon s daughter sarah although the 1850 new york census
indicates his birth inin new hampshire his birthdatebirthdarebirthratebirthdatedare isis 7 august 1820 two decades after the wood
scrape charles E L wingateWingategare history odtheoftheof rhethe wingate family exeter NHN H james D P wingate
188611886 164 his father francis isis not documented as a mormon and was born 13 august 1784
making him too young for the experienced counterfeiter offrisbieFrisbieof s story ibid 162
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frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont 62 hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 3819
frisbie s quote closely imitates the laban clarkdarkoark letter of 30 january 1867 to him

112 cross burned over district 38 39 for oliver cowdery s birthday five years after the wood
scrape see mary bryant alverson mehlinmehlingg cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy apnp frank allaben
genealogical co 1905 172 he also gave this chronology in his mormon historical work

113 david M ludlum social ferment in vermont 1791 1850 new york AMS press 1966 242
italics added

114 ibid despite this caution recent joseph smith books uncritically tend to assume that william
cowdery was a wood disciple in the future a related pitfall may be assuming that mormonscormons with
rutland county origins are committed to treasure digging beliefs that is too simplistic since
newspaper comments and literary satire suggest that a minority of americans ever had faith in the
paranormal search for buried wealth

115rodsmenrodsmanrodsmenRods men vermont americana 7 may 1828
116n laban clarkdarkoark to barnes frisbie cited in frisbie history ofmiddletownof middletown vermont 54 5555 also cited

in hemenway vermont historical gazetteergazeteerGazeteer 383815581515
117 frisbie history of middletown vermont 49 50 also cited in hemenway vermont historical

gazetteergazeteerGaze teer 3813
book of commandments 73

9theathethe very similar phraseology of sections 6 and 8 is matched by their close connection in time
meeting 5 april see n 109 joseph and oliver began translation 7 april and continued for some
time after which section 6 was given history of the church 11321523 2 3333 this was perhaps a week of
work 15 april or later for receiving section 6 section 8 then followed whilst continuing the work of
translation during the month ofaprilofarrilof april history odtheoftheof rhethe church 136 perhaps section 8 came about 21
april but definitely within that month josephs comments on dating were first published in the times
andseasonsand Seasons 3 1842 832 853

imaINAlmaA full concordance to the doctrine and covenants shows that joseph smith used mystery in the
consistent sense ofaof a truth pertaining to salvation often implying gods premortal plan for man this is
also the earliest christian use of the term

seen 119
122112 book of commandments 73 present dac 8
123113115 book ofcommandmentsofcommandments 74 also dacd&c 881010 11 with slight changes compare n 120
1242 lucy mack smith to captain solomon mack 6 january 18311831 LDS church archives 1 also

cited in ben E rich scrap book ofmormonof mommonmormon literature chicago ben E rich nd 543
125jesse125jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 stockholm NY letter book 2 1837 43 59

joseph s ancient objects of gold and silver and the translation stones might be behind jesse s broad
comments onwealthon wealth compare dacd&c 171711

126Comcompareparenn 125
127jesse127jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 60 samuel smith was then fifty one born

15 september 1777 according to lucy smith s biographical sketches 38 he died about the second day
ofmayofmanofmay 1830 petition of ofcreditorcreditor samuel partridge 20 20novembernovember 1833 potsdamnypotsdam NY inestateofinEstain estateteofof
samuel smith file 304 st lawrence county NY surrogate s court photocopy at special
collections harold B lee library brigham young university provo

12jesse12 jesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829
29thethe scriptural source of this language is 2 tim 38 jannes andandjambresjambresdambres withstood moses

referring to the egyptian magicians who opposed the miracles of aaron s rod with their rods ex
710 12 their names were also in common use in english literature

130150130jessejesse smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 in addition to changing joseph s angel of the
lord to one oftheodtheof the devil jesse closes his letter quoting the scriptural doom oftheodtheofthe devil and his angels
and adding these are the angels that tell where to find gold books

13 see the reprint of reginaldofreginald scots 1584 Didiscoveryscovey of ofwitchcrafitwitchcraft carbondale ill111111.iliiiilii southern illinois
university press 1964 249 giving traditions on the formation of stones ofofcerteinecerteinecertainecer teine proper vertiesvertues
through astral influence as appearethappeareth by plaine proofeproffe of india and aetholiaaethopia where the sunne being
orient and meridionmeridionallmeridionallyall boothdooth more effectualeffectuallielie shew his operation procuring more pretiousprecious stones there
to be ingendredingendred than in the countries that are occident and septentrioseptentrionallseptentrionallynall the 1584 london edition
continued to be reprinted in following centuries

13bookbook of ofcommandmentscommandments 74 also dacd&c 881010 11 with slight changes
133135153 for the context of the quotation see the text at n 122
1343 for the context of the quotation see the text at n 121231253
35thethe rod ofgodof god appears in ex 420 and 179 it is described as moses rod in ex 923 1013

1416 175 and num 20201111 examples of the formal rod of aaron are in exodus 7 and 8 and
numbers 17

136156see gen 49491010 and 2 kgsggs 429 37 compare homer s regular practice ofgatheringofgathering the greek
assembly by the herald with the staff of authority from the king
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13blessing13 blessing of 1513 december 1833 patriarchal blessing book 1 p 12
13orson13 orson hyde to parley P pratt 22 november 1841 alexandria latter day saints millennial

star 2 january 1842 135 also cited in history odtheoftheof the church 4459
139biessingblessing ofoliverof oliver cowdery to orson hyde kirtland council minute book 14 february 1835

also cited with modification in history of the church 2190 compare hyde s 1840 vision of divine
destructions preceding israels gathering the destroyer of the gentiles is on his way orson hyde to
rabbi solomon hirschell times andseasonsand seasons 2 october 184111841 553 also cited in history odtheoftheof rhethe church
4376

140history140 history ofheber C kimball deseret news 21 april 1858 also cited in orson F whitney
ligelifelifeofhebercohehiroheher C kimball salt lake city juvenile instructor office 1888 127

4solomonsolomon F kimball statement unsigned undated LDS church archives also cited in robert
J woodford the historical development of the doctrine and covenants phd diss brigham young
university 1974 1188 89 solomon kimball quotes sarah granger kimball s statement which he
says she signed 21 june 1892 sarah 18181818 98 was prominent in nauvoo her husband was heberhebercdebercC
kimball s cousin

4lbidibid solomon F kimball 1847 1920 was twenty when his mother died she was vilate
murray kimball 1806 67 the sister was helen mar whitney 1828 96 stanley B kimball heber
C kimballburbanawurbanaWUurbanarbana ill111111.iliiiilii university ofoflllinoisillinois press 198119811 311

1431 compare the view of heber C kimball s biographer unlike the cane there are no family
traditions regarding this unusual rod it has completely disappeared perhaps it was an aid to guidance
and revelation there is no evidence that it was a divining stick or water witch popular at that time
ibid 248 49

144debercheberhebercC kimball journal 5 september 1844 LDS church archives
1451bid1451ibidbid 6 june 1844 kimball s later autobiography added another detail odtheoftheof the answer though

not identifying it as through the rod in publication 1I inquired of the lord what we should do and he
revealed to me that congress had not got it in their hearts to do anything for us and we were at liberty
to go away deseret news 28 april 18518588

146debercheberhebercHeberCC kimball journal 2255 january 18418455
1471417hahH C kimball s memorandum 21 january 1862 LDS church archives pointed out to me

by stanley B kimball lord rod is written without punctuation above the place where I1 have inserted
it and the entry is initialledinitial led HCK

see acts 1911 12 and the same practice forjosephmorjosephfogorforjosephrJoseph smith as remembered by wilford woodruff
cited in history odtheoftheof the church 45 n and heber C kimball journal ofofdiscoursesdiscourses 4294 compare

heber C kimballsKimballs sending a cane or cloak and his faith that the cane from the wood ofjosephofjoseph s first
coffin could be an instrument of healingofhealing stanley B kimball helarheberhefer C kimball 248 257 58 see also

stevenstevengstevenaStevenGG barnett the canes of the martyrdom BBYUYU studies 21 spring 1981 205 11
149brodiebrodle149brodie no man knows my history 85

martha L campbell to joseph smith by the request of brother stowell 19 december 1843
elmira NY LDS church archives

5josiah5 josiah stowellstowelljrjr torojtojJ S fullmer 17 february 1843 elmira NY LDS church archives
the quoteboteuote comes from the postscript that begins 1 I now write you for my father

112seesee nn 5 6 and the text for the 1826 trial for later hints that the venture was questionable see
history odtheofthe church

1
111717 and lucy smith biographical sketches 92 compare n 202

153

2esseebesseejessee personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 7
15 nevill drury dictionary of ofmysticismmysticism and the occult san francisco harper & row 19851985 16161igiigl1
155 see evon Z vogt and ray hyman water witching USA 2dad ed chicago university of

chicago press 1979 153 55 222
156journal ofdiscoursesof discourses 1936 39 49
15seesee john S carter journal 27 march 1833 indicating an elders court trial of a member

having lost some property went to a woman who professes the art of telling secrets by cards the
incident is noted with inexact daredate in davis bitton guide to mormon diaries and andautohiographiesautobiographies provo

utah BYU press 1977 62
158 david E aune magic magician in geoffrey W bromley ed the international standard

bible encyclopedia grand rapids mich wm B eerdmans 1986 3213 14 comparejcomparedCompa reJ B noss as

quoted in merriam webster new international dictionary 3dad ed sv magic magic may be loosely
defined as an endeavor through utterance ofsetoffetof serset words or the performance offetofsetof setseo acts to control or bend
the powers of the world to man s will

159aA book that sensationalizessensationalizes this patternismpattern ism without religious context is morronmorton smith jesus the

magician san francisco harper & row 1978 it is also structured by the form critical assumption
that the gospels radically evolved since it represents a shifting method of scholarship it is not a
trustworthy study ofjesusofjesus nor a historically responsible base ofcomparisonofcomparison forjosephmorjosephfoforgor josephrJoseph smith

16ohughhugh nibley the liahona s cousins improvement era 64 february 1961 106
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16 wilford woodruff journal 28 march 1841 also cited in kenney ed wilford woodruffewoodruffs
journal 275275

162george A smith to don carlos smith 29 march 18418411 burslem england times and seasons 2

june 18411841 434 the nauvoo paper reported action for using magic and telling fortunes etc and
indicated that the member had been disfellowshipdisfellowshippedped which was ratified at the conference by a
unanimous vote

163nauvoo high council minutes 11 march 1843 incorporating the eleventh ward bishop s

court minutes the following redundant run on oftheodtheof the quoted sentence was crossed out that of ofheatingheatinghearing
a board before the fire to heal the sick by art the practice seems a form ofempatheticofempatheric magic intended
to influence the condition of a person favorably as the board was warmed

164ibid the case is summarized in history odtheoftheof rhetherde church 53531111 12 including ratification of the
bishop s ruling that hoyt cease to work with the divining rod this narrative is dependent on high
council minutes not the prophet s dictation

165 try the spirits tivestimestinestinas andseasonsand Seasons 331G april 1842 743 48 also cited in history odtheoftheof rhethe church
4571 81 although the latter source is headed by the prophet s editorial this evidently under-
states john taylors role ed followed the article on its first publication and joseph smith was then
listed as the editor however john taylor was managing editor and in the monthly issues ofthisorthisof this period
those items signed joseph smith are of more certain authorship by the prophet in any event john
taylor explained the official position of the church under the prophet s general supervision for the
special caution on tongues see the related editorial gift of the holy ghost times and seasons 331551515

june 1842 823 26 also history odtheoftheof the church 426 32 for a typical caution ofjosephof joseph smith on
tongues see his nauvoo reliefsocietyrelief society discourse 28 april 1842 you may speak in tongues for your
own comfort but I1 lay this down for a rule that if ifanythinganything is taught by the gift oftonguesof tongues it is not to be
received for doctrine andrew F ehat and lyndon W cook eds the words of ofjosephjoseph smith provo
utah religious studies center brigham young university 1980 119

1jajJ S wright divination ininjhinjJ D douglas et al eds the new bible dictionary grand
rapids mich winwm B eerdmaneardman s 19719711 352032020

1677seeaseesee n 125 for full quote and source for joseph smith s consistent narratives seeseejesseejessee personal
writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 6 7 76 77 202 6 213 14 compare richard lloyd anderson confirm-
ing records of moroni s coming improvement era 73 september 1970 4 8 there is presently a
single source close to joseph smith that speaks of discovery of the record through the stone it is the
1859 martin harris interview with spiritualistspiritualisrise joel tiffany who reported harris saying it was by
means ofthisorthisof this stone he first discovered these plates but harris is also quoted as saying that joseph did
not dig for these plates adding an angel had appeared to him and told him it was god s work

mormonism no II1111 tiffanyytiffanysTiffanys monthly 5 185911859 163 70 also cited in kirkham new witnessforwitnessorwitnesserWitness foror
christ 2376 83 harris later told an editor that joseph smith was directed by an angel to the hill
iowa state register des moines 26 august 1870 also cited in joseph grant stevenson stevenson

family history provo utah J G stevenson 195511955 1157 in the questioned letter of harris to
W W phelps 23 october 1830 joseph smith is quoted as telling harris that he found the ancient
record with my stone even if this document was authentic it raises the problem of whether joseph
smith was quoted correctly since harris isais a secondary source on onjosephjoseph s private experiences at the hill
and the above tiffany interview has this same hearsay problem even if harris is quoted correctly the
mormon source saying most about seer stones is isjosephjoseph knight sr and though his opening narrative is
not preserved it reports that the prophet knew where the plates were on the hill because of the vision
that he had of the place neandeandeanjesseejessee joseph knight s recollection of early mormon history BBYUYU
studies 17 autumn 1976 3311

168johnohn george hohman trans the long hidden friend ed carleton F brown thetbejournaljournal of
american folklorefolk lore 17 1904 89 152

169wilford169wilford woodruff journal 27 december 18418411 also kenney ed wilford woodruffewoodruffswoodruffsjournaljournal
2144

170history170 history of brigham young 27 december 18418411 deseretdeseretnewsnews 10 march 1858 also cited in
eldeneidenEldeideldenjayenjayjay watson ed manuscript history of brigham young 1801 1844 salt lake city eldeneidenEldeideldenjayenjayjay
watson 1968 112a brigham youngs report oftheodtheof rhethe prophet s distinction between the interpreters
and the single seer stone is found in numerous informed sources for instance joseph knight
describes joseph s use of his glass before getting the plates at cumorah but at that time he received
the additional object theglassesthe glasses or theurimtheurigthe arimurim and thummim jessee joseph knight s recollection
3311 3333 describing early translation the prophet said the lord had prepared spectacles for to read
the book jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 8 in 1829 uncle jesse smith sarcastically refers to
your brother s spectacles jessee smith to hyrum smith 17 june 1829 59

wilford woodruff journal 18 may 1888 also kenney ed wilfordwoodruffwoodruffsjournalskoumalsjoumalsjoumal 8500
172history172 history of brigham young 27 december 18418411 deseretdeseretnewsnemsnews 10 march 1858 also cited in

watson ed manuscript history of brighamofbrigham young I1112a12a
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173113 for additional information regarding the headnotesheadnotes of the doctrine and covenants see individ-
ual headnotesheadnotes for references to history odtheoftheof the church 1 section 1 was given later and sectionssections 2 and 12

report words ofangelsofangels
17417 orson pratt discourse at brigham city 27 june 1874 ogden utahjunctionUtah Junction cited inin latter day

saints millennial star 36 11 august 1874 498 99 compare orson pratt and joseph F smith to
president john taylor deseret news 23 november 1878 reporting orson pratt s 12 september
discourse at piano illinois after mentioning being present on several occasionsoccasions of ofjosephjoseph s revela-
tionstionseions orson declared that sometimesjosephsometimessometimes joseph used a seer stone when inquiring oftheodtheofthe lord and receiving
revelation but that he was so thoroughly endowed with the inspiration oftheodtheof the almighty and the spirit of
revelation that he oftener received them without any instrumentinstrument or other means than the operation oftheodtheof the
spirit upon his mind compare david whitmer s late recollection that joseph said inin early 1830 that
the seer stone would no longer be used inin revelation though they would continuecontinue to obtain the will of
the lord through the holy ghost an address to all believers inin christ richmond mo david
whitmer 1887 32

1revarevrev 2172 17 new king james version used for its literalism inin word order this and modern
translations correctly describe the name as on the stone rev 414 1 isis the beginning of intense
symbolism with the first three chapters quite direct instructions to the asian churches

17611617 R laird harris ed theological wordbookWordworsfookhook of the old testament chicago moody press 19811981

126
17william17 william clayton journal 2 april 1843 cited inin ehat and cook eds words of ofjosephjoseph 169

with slight word changes this isis dacd&c 130 10 for the indecision ofbibleofbiblebibie commentariescommentaries see robert H
mounce the book of revelation grand rapids mich wm B eerdmaneardman s 1977 99 there are
perhaps a dozen or more plausible interpretations of the white stone

17pearson17 pearson H corbett hyrum smith patriarch salt lake city deseret book co 1963 453
there isis also a dagger with religious magical symbols association of this and the parchmentsparchmentyparch ments with
masonry isis questioned

17901doidold testament references include quotes fromgromhhorn aaron s blessing on israel inin num 6256 25 27 for
a facsimile of one parchment see the salt lake tribuneTritrlbunehune 24 august 1985 B 1 the accompanying
article contains irresponsible conclusions including the implication that holiness to the lord
necessitates a magical connection sincesince itit isis written around the borders of another smith family
parchment but that phrase also has biblical prominence written on the high priest s plate ex 2836285628 36
393039 30 and descriptive odtheoftheof the spiritual power ofaogaof a restored israel zech 142014 20 2211

charles E bidamon to wilford wood 28june28 june 1937 wilmette ill111ililiiiii cited inin richard L evans
illinois yields church d&c44mentsdocuments improvement era 40 september 1937 556565

statement ofcharlesof charlescharies E bidamon 5 january 1938 nearly at the end of ofmicrofilmmicrofilm roll 16 oftheodtheof the
wilford wood collection at the LDS church archives bidamon identifies the silver piece sold and
continues this piece came to me through the relationship of my father major L C bidamon who
married the prophet joseph smith s widow emma smith I1 certify that I1 have many timestimes heard her
say when being interviewed and showing the piece that itit was inin the prophet s pocket when he was
martyredmartyred at carthage 111 emma smith bidamon the prophet s widow was my foster mother she
prized this piece very highly on account of its being one of the prophet s intimateintimate possessions this
item appears as 7bab7 J b 221I1 inin lamar C berett thewilfordthe wilford wood collection vol I11 provo utah wilford
C wood foundation 1972 173 charles bidamon was fifteen when emma died and made the above
statement fifty eight years later since there are many shifts of memory association itit isis possible that
emma really said that joseph prized the coincolncoincoln when they first met inin pennsylvania there isis a most
seriousserious problem with reconstructing joseph smith s viewpoint from a very late secondhand recollection
without any verifying contemporary data from his life

history odtheoftheof the church 66126 612 states he was chiefattorneychiefattorney for his movements see his reviewreview oftheodtheof the

mart7rdornmartyrdom inin times andseasonsand seasons 6 1 july 1844 563 64
83jJ W woods the mormon prophet daily democrat ottumwa iowa 10 may 1885 also inin

edward H stiles recollections and sketches ofnotahleof notable lawyers and pablicpublic men ofearlyof eartyearly iowa des moines
homestead publishing co 1916 271 the two copies are nearly identical and the 1885 printing
reads received nauvoo illinois july 2 1844 ofjamesof james W woods one hundred and thirty five
dollars and fifty cents inin gold and silver and receipt for shroud one gold finger ring one gold pen and
pencil case one penknife one pair of tweezers one silk and one leather purse one small pocket wallet
containing a note ofjohnofjohn P green for 5500 and a receipt ofheber C kimball for a note ofhandoffhandofhand on ellen
M saunders for one thousand dollars as the property ofofjosephjoseph smith emma smith

18418 for a physical description oftheodtheof the talisman see reed C durham as quoted inin mervin B hogan an
underground presidential address salt lake city research lodge of utah F & AMA M 1974 10

hogan s preface discusses the highly speculative explanations of the talisman
185foreorfor a duplicate of this talisman see the seal of ofjupiterjupiter francis barrett the magus 18011801

reprint secaucusSecaucus NJN J citadel press 1980 book 1 p 175 no 2



the maturejosephmarufmatureMaturnatur joseahjosephejoseph smith and treasure searching 559

186as18 As examples see the conversionconversion discussions inin leonard J arringtonarlington brigham young american
moses new york alfredalfredaaifredalgredA knopf 1985 and breck england the life and thought oforsonof orson pratt sultsaltsaitsaltsuit
lake city university of utah press 1985 the attractionattraction of bible seekers to mormonism isis
highlighted by the similar searches of these two men of different personalities and theirs isis the
predominant story of the converts who became the first leaders under joseph smith as well as the rank
and file of that period who left conversionconversion memoirsmemoirs for the pattern see orson pratt s 1859 reflections
attendance at the major protestant groups was unsatisfying 1 I had heard their doctrines and had been
earnestly urged by many to uniteunite myself with them but something whispered to not do so I1

remained therefore apart from all of them praying continually inin my heart that the lord would show
me the right way ibid 19

187asael smith A few words of advice reprinted inin richard L andersonAndersondeison joseph smiths new
england heritage salt lake city deseret book co 1971 125 compare p 119

188seesee lucy smith biographical sketches chaps 14 18
91bid91ibidbid chaps 1111132113 21 comparelucyCompare Lucy swordsswords inin the preliminary manuscript ofchapofcharofchap 11 her

sinceresincere attempts to find spiritual satisfaction inin organized churches were frustrated so she concluded
there isis not on earth the religion which I1 seek the word of god shall be my guide to life and

salvation which I1 will endeavor to obtain if itit isis to be had by diligence inin prayer
1901bid1901ibidbid inin the context oftheodtheof the early years on the manchester farm before narrating joseph s visionsvisions
91thomas91 thomas bullock report ofjosephofjoseph smith s afternoon discourse 7 april 1844 cited inin ehat and

cook eds words ofofjosephjoseph 55533555 5 also cited inin history odtheoftheof the church 636 31751717
flucy9lucylucy smith preliminary manuscript also cited inin biographical sketches 84
19blessing19 blessing ofofjosephjoseph smith sr to tojosephjoseph smith jr patriarchal blessing book vol 1 p 3 also

cited inin youngreen program joseph smith sr family reunion joseph section compare the sentence
above the one quoted inin the text the lord thy god has called thee by name out oftheodtheof the heavens thou
hast heard his voicevolcevoicevolce from on high from timerimetime to timetime even inin thy youth

194jessee19419 jessee personal writings of joseahjosephofjoseph smith 4 compare lucy mack smith s similar words inin the text
ataanatnn 190

95joseph95joseph smith jr to oliver cowdery latter day saintsmessengersaints messenger and advocate 1401 40alsocitedalsoaiso cited
inin jessee personal writings of ofjosephjoseph smith 333753755737

19619 present section 20 appeared inin the 1833 book of ofcommandmentscommandments as section 24 labelled the
articles and covenants of the church of christ for a brief discussion of the title see richard lloyd
anderson the organization revelations studies inin scripture vol 1 the doctrine andansandcovenantscovenants salt
lake city randall book co 1984 109 10

197 book ofcommandmentsofcommandments 24624 6 7 with slight change dacd&c 20520 5 6 the kirtland modifications
are also autobiographical and intensify the descriptions odtheoftheof chethe prophet s repentance all the major visionvision
accounts emphasize the prophets remorse before the book of ofmormonmormon was first revealed inin 1823 yet
sectionsection 20 reports a manifestation of offorgivenessforgiveness ofsinsoffinsof sins before that in the first vision account of 1832
the prophet wrote that the lord declared the churches wrong but he had first opened with personal
assurance 1 I saw the lord and he spake unto me saying joseph my son thy sinssins are forgiven thee go
thy way walk inin my statutes and keep my commandments jessee personal writings of josethjosephofjoseph smith
6 in a private 1835 conversationconversation the prophet repeated similar words as part oftheodtheof the first vision jessee
personal writings ofofjosephjoseph smith 75

for the full story see lucy smith biographical sketches chap 33 which correctly names the
reflector publisher as a former justice of the peace named cole A abner cole esq appears as
business manager inin the reflector 19 march 18318311

the gold bible seriesserlesseriesserles inin the reflector was an attempt to depart from itsirsits normal broad ridicule
and give a plain and unvarnished statement offactsof facts on the smiths and the origins of the new religion
reflector 6 january 18311831 despite this profession the editor set up false inconsistenciesinconsistencies for example

claiming that the story ofanafanofan ancientancient spirit appearing tojosephtojoseph was necessarily different from the coming
of an angel nearly all he said about joseph smith isis on the theory that the book of mormon isis a
deception arising out of magical fanaticism but beyond this the editor criticizes the prophet only for
poor education and subnormal intelligence reflector 1 february 183118318511851 the latter point isis obviously
false to anyone who has studied joseph smith s life the articles from the reflector are reprinted inin
kirkham new witnesswitnessforforagr christ 12831 283 95

20ofor2 for example see recent associated press storiesstones on the private finding of a spanish treasure ship
lost inin a seventeenth century storm investors hit riches with treasure hunter daily universe
brigham young university 12 september 1985 treasure salvor s lab a fortress deseret news

22 23 october 1985 10 A
20 the exclamation mark after darkness isis carried over from the first printing inin 1833 book of

commandments sec 25
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ajosephojosephOJosephjoseph smith s direct comments treated money digging as incidental without going into detail

admitting that he had been a money digger he simply said it was not a very profitable job to him
referring to the briefjosiahbriefbriegjosiah stowell employment eldersjournaleiderselders journal I11 july 1838 43 also cited in history

odtheoftheof the church 329 the remark is in the continuation of the prophet s first person letter that began in

the previous issue november 1837 the other direct statement is similar history odtheoftheof the church 1116ilg16 in
his history the prophet clearly featured those early events that were relevant to what he became in

other words what linked with his adult mission by this standard his cursory mention of treasure
seeking is an index of how little he later valued that youthful experience
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