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guest editorseditors99 introduction

donald Q cannon and larry C porter

the 150th anniversary of the church in the british isles was
marked in 1987 on 19 july 1837 elders heber C kimball orson hyde
willard richards joseph fielding isaac russell john goodson and
john snider arrived in the british isles on a mission prompted by an
inspired statement of the prophet joseph smith

god revealed to me that something new must be done for the salvation
of his church and on or about the first of june 1837 heber C kimball
one the twelve was set apart by the spirit of prophecy and revelation
to preside over a mission to england to be the first foreign mission of the
church of christchnstchanst in the last days

the sesquicentennial of the opening of the british mission has been
celebrated in a variety of ways in a number of places brigham young
university sponsored a symposium in january in which four general
authorities and a number of members and scholars in various disciplines
participated symposium participants presented papers on a wide range
of topics during the summer particularly during july several tour
groups visited church sites in the british isles the mormonmonnon history
association held its annual meeting 5 13 july the church history
and doctrine department of BYU held its annual symposium in the
british isles from 18 27 july in addition commemorative historical
markers were dedicated at selected sites by church dignitaries on
sunday 26 july 1987 six area cconferences of the church were held in
england wales scotland and ireland with a combined congregation of
approximately thirty thousand president ezra taft benson presided at
the london area conference

this is the first of two special issues of brigham young university
studies planned to preserve some of the spirit of that celebration by
publishing papers delivered at various times during 1987 while most of
the papers are from the BYU symposium held in january some are from
other meetings and symposia

this first issue will feature articles on two general subjects 1

studies or commentaries that give an overview or emphasize the coming

donald Q cannon isis a professor of church history and doctidoatidoctrineaneine and associate dean of religious education at
brigham young university larry C porter isis a professor of church history and doctrine and the director of the
church history area brighambnghambangham young university religious studies center
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of the church to britain and the gathering of the british saints and 2
studies that emphasize individuals the articles in the second issue will
treat 1 studies of the church in english speaking countries other than
england and 2 studies or commentaries emphasizing the development
of the church as a religious entity in great britain

having been one of the direct participants in the first apostolic
mission to england in 1837 and having served as the presiding officer
of the mission until the return of members of the twelve in 1840 joseph
fielding reviewed the progress of the church in the british isles in an
august 1841 letter to elder parley P pratt and reflected

when we first came to england there were seven of us if I1 may call
myself one but now there are I1 suppose about 7000 the little one has
become a thousand and the strong one shall soon become a great nation
what hath god wrought2wrought2

enjoying the perspective of time the editors and writers of these
two issues on the church in great britain now have an opportunity to
expand the ramifications of joseph fieldings pensive query

NOTES

joseph smith jr the history of the church ofjesusof jesusfesus christ oflatterof latter day saints ed B H roberts
2dad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book co 1946 50 2489

joseph fielding to parley P pratt in millennial star 12 august 1841 53



A declaration to the world

president gordon B hinckley

my brothers and sisters it is my great honor and pleasure to open
this symposium commemorating the 150th anniversary of the british
mission of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints I1 am one
who believes in celebrations I1 am one who believes in commemorating
great events of the past when we do so we bring to life as it were men
and women of history who did significant things of which we need
reminding we all need to recognize that a tremendous price has been
paid for the freedom we enjoy the respect we enjoy the comfort we enjoy
as we live in this age of comparative ease and affluence

the opening of the british mission a century and a half ago was a
declaration to the world it was a declaration of a great millennial vision
it was an expression of tremendous faith it was a demonstration of
personal courage and it was a statement of everlasting truth

I1 do not intend to deal at length with the history of this event there
will be much of that given at this symposium and in many other meetings
which will be held during the coming months7hismonths this celebration will reach
its zenith on sunday 26 july when five great conferences will be held
simultaneously in the british isles with members of the first presidency
the council of the twelve andarid the first quorum of the seventy
participating with latter day saints of the united kingdom

I1 repeat the opening of the british mission in 1837 was a declara-
tion of a millennial vision the resurrected lord had said to his beloved
disciples go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature mark 1615 that was a tremendous charge given a handful
of men who had neither means nor standing before the world to carry out
this encompassing mandate they gave their lives in doing all that they
could

john the revelator in vision saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell
on the earth and to every nation and kindred and tongue and people
rev 146

gordon B hinckley is first counselor in the first presidency oftheodtheof the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
this talk was the keynote address of the church in the british isles 1837 1987 a symposium held at brigham
young university 16 january 1987



6 BYU studies

in these latter days as joseph smith concluded his translation of the
book of mormon he arrived at the statement which has become part of
the title page and which sets forth the books purpose to show unto the
remnant of the house of israel what great things the lord hath done for
their fathers and that they may know the covenants of the lord that they
are not cast off forever and also to the convincing of the jew and
gentile that jesus is the christ the eternal god manifesting himselfunto
all nations

in the revelation given 1 november 18311831 which became section 1

of the doctrine and covenants the lord said

hearken ye people from afar and ye that are upon the islands of the sea
listen together

for verily the voice of the lord is unto all men and there is none to escape
and there is no eye that shall not see neither ear that shall not hear neither
heart that shall not be penetrated

and the voice of warning shall be unto all people by the mouths of my
disciples whom I1 have chosen in these last days

and they shall go forth and none shall stay them for I1 the lord have
commanded them dacd&c 1111 2244 5

this was a god given mandate a millennial mandate it rested
upon a handful of latter day saints living in the farmingfanning communities of
kirtland and its environs in the 1830s they had very little money at
tremendous sacrifice they had constructed a temple as a house of prayer
a house of fasting a house of faith a house of learningleaming a house of glory
a house of order a house of god dacd&c 1098 with the dedication of
that sacred edifice the power of the adversary began to move through
kirtland manifesting itself in a spirit of reckless speculation that
diverted the minds of many from the things of god to the things of
mammon the united states at that time was gripped by this spirit of
speculation which burst with catastrophic effects in the financial crash of
1837 in kirtland people turned against the prophet joseph smith there
was bitterness and there was greed the church was shaken and a great
sifting took place between the faithful and those whose eyes were set
upon the things of the world the problem was compounded by the fact
that some members of the church were in ohio and others were in
missouri separated by a distance of eight hundred miles and largely
without communication

here were a people with a millennial vision and a responsibility that
encompassed the entire world but who were embroiled in difficulties
sapping the very lifeblood of the church it was in these distressing
times on sunday 4 june 1837 that the prophet joseph smith came to
heber C kimball while brother kimball was seated in front of the
stand above the sacrament table on the melchisedekmelchisedecMelchisedek side of the temple
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in kirtland and whispering to him said brother heber the spirit of
the lord has whispered to me let my servant heber go to england and
proclaim my gospel and open the door of salvation to that nation 1 I

imagine if you will one man who at the time had very little of the
goods of this world telling another who had practically nothing having
just returned from a mission that he was to go across the sea to open the
work there wasnt there enough to be done at home they were on the
frontier of the nation and the entire membership of the church probably
did not exceed fifteen thousand people but there was a vision in the
hearts of these men it was a millennial vision that the gospel was to be
preached to every nation before the end should come some work had
been done in canada but that was just across the lake now they were
speaking of crossing the sea to go to the british isles one can understand
heber C kimballsKimballs response feeling his weakness he said 0 lord I1
am a man of stammering tongue and altogether unfit for such a work
how can I1 go to preach in that land which is so famed throughout
christendom for learning knowledge and piety the nursery of religion
and to a people whose intelligence is proverbial2proverbial1I2

the call of heber C kimball and his associates to cross the sea to
britain was a declaration by the prophet joseph of the great destiny of this
restored work As I1 have read of the condition of the saints in ohio and
missouri at that time and of the smallness of their number I1 have
marveled at the breadth of their vision from that time forth there has
never been a dimming of that vision through the years that followed
regardless of drivings persecution poverty oppression and every other
force the adversary could exercise against them the work has grown and
expanded until today we have 203 missions and are teaching the gospel
in seventy five sovereign nations and eighteen territories colonies and
possessions

much as has been done the end is not yet we have done practically
nothing in many areas of the world but as the doors of the nations open
the messengers of truth will go forward in fulfillment of that great
millennial vision which was opened in the dark days of ohio and
missouri with the call of seven men to go to the british isles

their response to that call was a magnificent expression of faith
said brother kimball at the time

the idea ofsuch a mission was almost more than I1 could bear up under
I1 was almost ready to sink under the burden which was placed upon me

however all these considerations did not deter me from the path of
duty the moment I1 understood the will of my heavenly father I1 felt a
determination to go at all hazards believing that he would support me by
his almighty power and endow me with every qualification that I1 needed
and although my family was dear to me and I1 should have to leave them
almost destitute I1 felt that the cause of truth the gospel of christ out-
weighed every other consideration 3
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orson hyde willard richards and joseph fielding responded
with similar faith and these four were joined in new york by
john goodson isaac russell and john snyder who came forward with
comparable faith for that historic and significant undertaking

tuesday 13 june was the scheduled departure date for the four
who were to leave kirtland one who looked in on the kimball house-
hold that morning described the prayer that was uttered by the father who
was leaving and who then

like the patriarchs and by virtue of his office laid his hands upon the heads
of his children individually leaving a fathers blessing upon them and
commending them to the care and protection of god while he should be
engaged in preaching the gospel in a foreign land while thus engaged his
voice was almost lost in the sobs of those around who tried in vain to
suppress them the idea of being separated from their protector and father
for so long a time was indeed painful he proceeded but his heart was too
much affected to do so regularly his emotions were great and he was
obliged to stop at intervals while the big tears rolled down his cheeks 4

faith faith was all they had faith and courage they had no
money one of the brethren gave the coatless heber a coat one of
the women gave him five dollars with which he paid for passage for
himself and orson hyde to buffalo en route to new york city they
went by way of massachusetts and collected forty dollars from a brother
of willard richards

they met their associates in new york and on sunday 25 june
noted that they fasted prayed administered the sacrament and pleaded
with the lord for direction somehow they secured eighteen dollars each
for passage to liverpool at 1000 AM on 1 july the packet ship garrick
of nine hundred tons drew anchor and hoisted sails and they started
across the sea

what an expression of faith and what a demonstration of courage
that courage carried with it a spirit of enthusiasm after eighteen days
and eighteen hours on the water to cover a distance I1 flew on a concorde
in three hours and twenty minutes the ship pulled into the mersey river
beside the dock at liverpool A small boat came alongside the larger ship
they boarded this and when they were within six or seven feet of the
dock heberheberjumpedjumped to shore they spent a few days in liverpool seeking
direction from the lord and then felt the whispering of the spirit
directing them to go thirty one miles to the north to the town of preston

there they found a city in a state of excitement over elections for
members of parliament queen victoria had ascended the throne three
days earlier and had called for a national election

As they came up the street in preston abanner unfurled before them
bearing the words truth will prevail this they adopted as the motto
of their mission
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their work immediately became a declaration of everlasting truth
As you know they preached first in vauxhall chapel whose minister
was a brother of joseph fielding of their own group that and their
subsequent preachingspreachings led to the baptism ofnine souls in the river ribble
the following sunday

from that july day in 1837 their message of truth has been repeated
by thousands of missionaries who havehayhave followed them and it has come
to lodge in the hearts of hundreds of thousands who have accepted the
gospel in the british isles

I1 am one of those missionaries who followed them my sacrifice
was not as great I1 fear my faith was not as strong certainly my jjourneyourneybourney
was not as tedious as was theirs I1 traveled by train in 1933 from salt lake
city to new york and then took ship from new york to plymouth
england there were three of us in our group two stayed in london and
somehow in the providence of the lord 1I like heber C kimball and his
associates ninety six years earlier was sent to preston that was my first
assignment and my first field of labor I1 became as familiar with the
places they knew and the streets they walked as they had beennearlybeen nearly a
century earlier my companion and I1 walked up and down the same road
where they had seen that banner truth will prevail in the evening of
the day that I1 arrived in preston my companion who was the district
president said we would go down to the marketplace and hold a street
meeting there in the place which was familiar to heber C kimball and
his associates elder bramwell and I1 raised our voices in a hymn offered
prayer and preached the same gospel to a gathering crowd as those first
missionaries had preached

the house on wilfred street where they stayed and had a terrible
experience with evil spirits was familiar to me years later I1 took
president spencer W kimball there so that he might see where his
grandfather had that terrifying experience each day as my companion
and I1 walked along manchester road to and from our digs we passed
vauxhall chapel again and again as did those first missionaries when
they preached within its walls the day after they arrived in preston I1 was
there some years later when a bulldozer was knocking the old building
down to make way for a housing project I1 picked up a brick from that
chapel which 1I still have the river ribble with its old tram bridge
where the first baptisms were performed while hundreds of people
looked on was familiar to me I1 took president and sister kimball to this
site some years ago and took their picture there that picture was used by
them on their christmas card that year

somehow I1 feel especially fortunate now to have been sent
to preston as my initial assignment not only did I1 labor there but I1
labored in the surrounding towns where those first missionaries
taught the gospel I1 was not as effective as were they when they first
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arrived there evidently was little or no prejudice against them when I1
arrived it seemed that everyone was prejudiced against us A short
time before I1 arrived two missionaries unfortunately had been sent
home because of violation of mission rules the people in the city
knew of their behavior and this aggravated their antagonism toward
us I1 was not well when I1 arrived those first few weeks because of
illness and the opposition which we felt I1 was discouraged I1 wrote a
letter home to my good father and said that I1 felt I1 was wasting my time
and his money he was my father and my stake president and he was a
wise and inspired man he wrote a very short letter to me which said
dear gordon I1 have your recent letter I1 have only one suggestion

forget yourself and go to work earlier that morning in our scripture
class my companion and I1 had read these words of the lord whosoever
will save his life shall lose it but whosoever shall lose his life for my
sake and the gospels the same shall save it mark 835

those words of the master followed by my fathers letter with his
counsel to forget myself and go to work went into my very being with
my fathers letter in hand I1 went into our bedroom in the house at
15 wadham road where we lived and got on my knees and made a
pledge with the lord I1 covenanted that I1 would try to forget myself and
lose myself in his service

that july day in 1933 was my day of decision I1 do not say it
egotistically I1 say it humbly and with gratitude A new light came into
my life and a new joy into my heart the fog of england seemed to lift
and I1 saw the sunlight I1 had a rich and wonderful mission experience for
which I1 shall ever be grateful laboring in preston where the work began
and in other places where it had moved forward including the great city
of london where I1 served the larger part of my mission

As I1 stand before you today my heart is filled with gratitude I1 feel
humble and grateful I1 feel thankful for the events of 1837 for the call
by the prophet joseph to those early missionaries to go to britain in
declaration of a great millennial vision in expression of a tremendous
faith in demonstration of personal courage with a statement of ever-
lasting truth I1 am profoundly grateful that I1 had the privilege and
opportunity of walking in their footsteps and that while laboring on the
ground which they hallowed by their efforts there came into my heart a
great consuming love for this work of god and for his beloved son the
redeemer of the world in whose name we serve

god be thanked for this glorious gospel of his beloved son
restored to earth in this the dispensation of the fullness of times

god be thanked for the prophet joseph through whom that restora-
tion came and for the revelation given and received only seven years
after the founding of the church to take the gospel across the sea to the
isles of britain
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god be thanked for the faith of those who with neither purse nor
scrip sailed the ocean and began the work which has gone forward
without interruption now for a century and a half from there the work
spread to europe and now to much of the world

the infusion of the blood of britain into the weakened body of the
church in 1837 and in the years that followed gave needed strength
from those isles came thousands of converts many with great skills
which became useful in building nauvoo and later the communities of
these western valleys I1 never look upon the magnificent salt lake
temple and tabernacle and the other utah temples the lion and
beehive houses and various other church structures that I1 do not marvel
at their handiwork hundreds died on the journey to these mountain
valleys but they and those who lived to settle here have left a residual
of faith consonant with that carried by the small group who in 1837
crossed the sea and cast the gospel net in england

in this season of commemoration may we remember them and
honor them for that which they undertook in faith and which has become
an empire of eternal truth I1 humbly pray in the name of jesus christ
amen

NOTES
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the british contribution to the restored
gospel

bishop robert D hales

the celebration of 150 years of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints in the british isles provides an opportunity to recognize
the contribution of the english to the laying of the foundation for the
restoration of the gospel in the last days and the divine intervention in its
history

from that damp and foggy island in western europe sprang a
tenacity for truth and freedom whose influence has been felt around
the world the influence of modem english is remarkable the world-
wide spread of the language has no precedent spanish and french
arabic and turkish latin and greek have served their turns as inter-
national languages but none has come near to rivaling english today
333030 million people throughout the world speak it as a mother tongue add
to this those who use english as a second language and you approach one
billion english speakers it is spoken in more countries than any other
language it is the language of international shipping and air travel of
science and diplomacy how has this happened partly through the
power of britain in the nineteenth century and of america in the
twentieth

but who are the english and what is the source of their influence
the english language came before the country was called england it
was the name given to the dialect spoken by the angles and saxons in
britain during the fifth century AD by the eleventh century the english
were comprised of celtic scandinavian and norman french elements
also just as in america today this mixing of blood brought out unique
qualities in the people

the english have always been devout christians it has not always
rested comfortably upon them the conflicts between state and church
hold center stage throughout english history but appear to have been
essential in the preparation of an independent and free people
christianity was introduced into britain from the east in the second
century and was well established by the fourth century in the beginning

robert D hales is the presiding bishop oftleof the church ofjesusof jesus christ of oflatterlatter day saints this talk was presented
at the church in the british isles 1837 1987 a symposium held at brigham young university 17 january 1987
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christianity flourished in britain because of a fruitful partnership
between the state and church it was distinct and had no origins in
rome or associations with the universal organization of the papacy an
attempt by augustine in 597 to bring the renegade english into the
catholic fold failed to have the desired effect the debate on the roman
and english views ofchristianity persisted across the centuries the poet
william blake suggested divine origins for the unique faith developed in
england

and did those feet in ancient time
walk upon englandsglandsEn mountains green

and was the holy lamb of god
on englandsglandsEn pleasant pastures seentmeentseen

As the power of the english church grew so did the stature of the
english kings who nurtured and enriched it it is not surprising therefore
that the legend of king arthur ca 539 as a defender of christian virtue
came from this period and king richard ca 1189 devoted his reign to
lightingfighting the crusades

but human nature being what it is the power invested in one man
the king was sooner or later bound to cause conflict between church
and state the first significant signs came in the reign of henry 11II
ca 1153 in a struggle to exercise control of the church henry had

thomas becket the archbishop of canterbury killed henrys son john
had to face bitter opposition from the church this combined with the
hostility of his barons brought him down in june 1215 at runnymede
john was forced to agree to the magna carta there he signed away
many of the monarchs powers

achieving the delicate balance between church and state gave birth
to english common law which is the bedrock of the british constitution
and also the basis of the american constitution under this system both
sovereign and subject were bound by common law and the liberties of
englishmen were determined not by any enactment of state but by an
immemorial slow growing custom declared by juries of free men it is
interesting to note that the phrase time immemorial has its origins from
this period in the thirteenth century this was the beginning of a
transformation in government by 1265 henry III111iliill had set up englandsglandsEn
first parliament one of the greatest gifts that britain has given the
world early in the fourteenth century parliament developed into two
houses the house of lords and the house of commons which form of
government was adopted by the american founding fathers as the senate
and house of representatives

changes in the relationship between church and state continued on
apace fanned by reformers such as john wycliff who translated the
bible into english and william tyndale who translated and printed the
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new testament reading of the bible by ordinary people became a
reality and increased the pressure for reformation when henry VIII
ca 1520 broke his countryscountrys links with the roman catholic church

inin order to annul his marriage to catherine of aragon the english
kereformationformation was in full swing and abruptly altered the whole course of
english history

in 1603 a new dynasty the house of stuart from scotland came
to the throne they misunderstood the beliefs of the english and
underestimated the power of parliament even the efforts of james I1
ca 1604 to bring about national unity by having puritan ministers and

anglican bishops make a new translation of the bible backfiredbackfired the
book was a great success and has endured as the most widely read bible
it is the version used to this day by the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints but its immediate impact was to encourage individual
conscience and that brought the puritans into disfavor with king james
he told them that unless they conformed to the church of england he
would them of this land 1122 16harry out finally on september 1620 the
mayflower sailed out from plymouth and with her 101 passengers set
course for a new life in a new land

by 1649 the puritanical approach to christianity had brought
the church and parliament into direct opposition with the crown the
result was civil war the execution of charles 1I and a government led by
a puritan oliver cromwell the very legal systems created by the
medieval kings had signed the death warrant of absolute monarchy

although the monarchy was eventually restored with limited
powers parliament held the upper hand and democracy was bom the
age of prosperity that followed expressed itself in the expanding british
empire the puritans who stayed at home were not all political pioneers
they also excelled in the arts john milton the sciences isaac newton
and engineering james watt their independence of thought and action
gave birth to the industrial revolution they prepared for that takeofftakeoffintointo
the modem industrial world which england was the first country to
experience

just as george illsIIIsllisliis government was starting to encourage
settlement in the empire britain lost its oldest overseas settlements
thirteen north american colonies broke away to declare their indepen-
dence in 1776 governing a worldwide empire without representation
proved impossibleimpassible by the middle of the twentieth century most of
britainabritainsBritains possessions had achieved similar independence the united
states formally embodied the principles of the declaration of indepen-
dence in its constitution this historic document was dedicated to the
principles that all men are created equal that they are endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights that among these are life
liberty and the pursuit of happiness these words were written by
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thomas jefferson a lawyer schooled in english law the nation so
founded was thus based on english concepts of justice law and
freedom englandsglandsEn legacy to the new world

president brigham young said on one occasion

the king of great britain might also have been led to these
aggressive acts for aught we know to bring to pass the purpose of god in
thus establishing a new government upon a principle of greater freedom a
basis of self government allowing the free exercise of religious worship 3

we now recognize the great and significant contribution the
english speaking peoples of the world have made in the restoration of
true christianity to the earth motivated by their indomitable pursuit for
truth and religious liberty

joseph smith the architect of the restoration was bom of british
stock descended on the paternal side from robert smith who came from
england to america in 1638 and on the maternal side from john mack
an immigrant from scotland to america in 1680 if ever a man was in the
right place at the right time with the right credentials it was the prophet
joseph smith almost a thousand years of searching for the truth lay in
his heritage

despite difficult financial times in kirtland the prophet through
revelation called the first missionaries to england the missionaries left
their kirtland homes on 13 june 1837 and landed in liverpool on 19 july
thus commenced the restoration of the true gospel in the british isles
and coincidentally in the same year that victoria came to the throne

in this year of 1987 we celebrate 150 years of missionary labors
among those great people As william G hartley has written

english convert immigrants became part of a large infusion that gave
mormonism in america vitally needed new blood by early 1841 at least
1000 english LDS converts had moved to america by 1846 when
nauvoo was evacuated more than 3000 english saints had settled there
by the turn of the century approximately 50000 english mormonscormons had
immigrated to the states prophecies had received literal fulfillment the
lord had told joseph smith to look to england for help for thechurchs
problems and the help came 4

among those early stalwart converts from this land were such men
as john taylor third president of the church george Q cannon and
john R winder counselors in the first presidency george teasdale
apostle and B H roberts member of the first quorum of the

seventy
in england the missionaries immediately found that many souls

were ready and waiting for their message england in the mid nineteenth
century was at the zenith of the industrial revolution those most
attracted by the missionary message were the casualties of social change
the poor the unemployed and the illiterate the conditions that prevailed
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among such people are well depicted in the novels of the time such as
charles dickenssDickenss bleak house and david copperfieldcopper field dickenssDickenss vivid
pictures of the life of the poor huddled into airless factories working
dark and dreary mines and living in city slums are explanation enough
of why many looked for relief in a new cause and a new country the
traditional reasons that promoted immigration of non mormonscormons also
promoted immigration of latter day saint converts

brigham young and willard richards were certainly no strangers
to poverty and privation brigham young so ill himself he could hardly
walk had left his sick wife and children without proper food and medical
attention to go on his mission to england in 1840 but some of the
conditions in england were still a shock in a jointajoint letter written to joseph
smith and the other members of the first presidency elder young and
elder richards called conditions

a mighty revolution in the affairs of the common people the people
have enough to do to keep from dying with hunger without taking much
thought for the improvement of the mind many of the people cannot read
a great many cannot write there are thousands & tens of thousands
who cannot get one days work in a month or six months so they continue
to labor 12 hours in a day for almost nothing rather than starve at once their
miserable pittance is mostly oatmeal & water boiled together & they would
be quite content if they could get enough of that 5

but life for the new converts in the promised land was still
difficult many of those early converts gathered at nauvoo though the
city eventually prospered the first immigrants were faced with condi-
tions equally trying as those they had left

one notable characteristic of nauvooersNauvooers was their poverty there was too
little money available for investment industry or trade so the economy was
weak illinois including nauvoo suffered the lingering aftereffectsafter effects of the
devastating national depression of 1837 As joseph smith phrased it when
inviting saints to gather to the city let all that will come and partake of
the poverty of nauvoo freely 6

moving across the atlantic being driven from one mormon
settlement to another and then crossing the plains to the great basin
entailed enonenormousnous hardship they had not expected ridicule and perse-
cution it seemed outrageous to these immigrant converts to be treated
with prejudice in a country so proud of its declared religious tolerance
many lost property money family friends and also testimony nevert-
helessth the constant influx of enthusiastic new converts from britain
arriving by the thousands provided strength and encouragement to the
church

but the british character has stoic qualities developed through
centuries of similar privations in temporal and spiritual affairs the
english catholics suffered terrible persecution under protestant kings
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and the protestants suffered in like manner under catholic monarchs
converts to mormonism were also tested by the refiners fire from
which they emerged dedicated saints

typical of the converts of that time was the howells family
of wales william howells his wife martha then four months
pregnant their daughter ann their seven year old son william and two
year old son reese began theirjourneytheir journey to zion on 4 march 18511851 in spite
of his longing to join the main body of the saints in salt lake city
william howells was saddened at the prospect of turning his back on his
beloved wales shuddering at the thought of having his death bed
surrounded by strangers and his grave in a foreign land 1177

despite these feelings the howellsesHowellses embarked on a voyage
crossing the atlantic a voyage during which the mormon immigrants
baptized twenty one fellow shipmates using a platform thrown
overboard and lowered into the sea there was no reason to expect
anything but good fortune in crossing the plains but before they
could complete the journey william howells was stricken with
sickness his frail constitution was not able to throw off the illness and
he died 21 november 1851 age thirty five martha was left with the
enormous task of getting herself her babe in arms and her three other
children a further fifteen hundred miles she was forced to sell what
few possessions she had to raise money for the journey during the
wagon trek toward utah martha suffered yet another personal tragedy
the death of nine year old william he had fallen asleep beneath a
wagon wheel and was crushed when the wagon started again martha a
true stalwart in every sense of the word continued faithful to her
conviction of the truthfulness of mormonism right up to her death nearly
thirty years later in 1879 after ten years of harsh existence in utah she
made a oneyearone year visit to wales where she received her share of her
fathers estate 8

why did the mormonscormons arouse so much hostility america was
founded by devout christians looking for a place to avoid persecution
religious tolerance was incorporated into the bill of rights and later
strengthened by its inclusion into individual state constitutions yet
unlike other minority religions the latter day saints attracted animosity
everywhere they went at one point at the height of their suffering in
kirtland ohio they were persuaded to write their own declaration of
belief regarding governments this is contained in section 134 of the
doctrine and covenants in giving the background for this declaration
joseph smith wrote

the reason for the article on government and law in general is explained
in the fact that the latter day saints had been accused by their bitter
enemies both in missouri and in other places as being opposed to law and
order they had been portrayed as setting up laws in conflict with the laws
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of the country this bitterness went so far that an accusation was brought
against them on one occasion in a missouri court of disloyalty because
they believed that at some future time the lord would set up his own
kingdom which would supersede the government of the united states and
so believing that the time would come when such a kingdom would be
established they were disloyal to the united states every pretext that could
be imagined against the saints to try and show them disloyal and rebellious
against established government was brought into useduse 9

and so we see that the monmormonmonnonnon experience is just a continuation of
the age old supposed conflict between the kingdoms of this world and the
kingdom ofheaven it is hard for man to differentiate the struggle to save
his eternal soul from the struggle to survive in the temporal world

the declaration of belief suggests there need not be a
conflict we believe that religion is instituted of god dacd&c 1344
and governments were instituted of god for the benefit of man
dacd&c 1341 we do not believe it just to mingle religious
influence with civil government dacd&c 1349 the church therefore
holds to the view of separation of church and state no interference of
church authority in political matters and the freedom of the individual to
pursue his political opinions we do not believe that human law has a
right to interfere in prescribing rules of worship to bind the consciences
of men nor dictate forms for public or private devotion dacd&c 1344
however to the laws all men owe respect and deference as without
them peace and harmony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror
dacd&c 1346 from an eternal perspective it must be realized that
although it is not appropriate for the church to aspire for political
supremacy the saints are looking forward to the time when he whose
right it is to reign dacd&c 5822 even the lord jesus christ will rule the
earth in the meantime they are to be subject to the powers that be
dacd&c 5822

today this declaration helps the church retain its presence in a
restricted political climate and gain entry into countries for proselyting
that might otherwise be denied we as a church and people have come
so far in our understanding our freedoms our religious liberty and our
standing in the world today is influenced by our english heritage in this
memorial year we express our gratitude for it

in conclusion as part of giving my testimony of the significance of
the missionary work in england and the faithful english immigrants who
joined the church after reaching america I1 would like to give you a few
stories from my own family genealogical history on both the mothers
and fathers sides of sister haless family and my own all of our family
lines lead back to england

here are some typical stories from our ancestors
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pilgrimpioneerPILGRIM PIONEER HERITAGEHERFFAGEherriage

john crandall came to america from england in 1634 and helped
to settle rhode island seven generations later david crandall was bomborn
in 1833 he was the first of the crandallsCrandalls to join the church when two
missionaries came to his home the missionary enthusiasm for the
gospel was so great that the presbyterian and baptist ministers gave the
latter day saint missionaries an opportunity to speak in their assem-
blies resulting in a number of baptisms in 1835 the david crandall
family moved to kirtland from there they moved to pike county
missouri quincy illinois la harpe illinois and finally council bluffs
iowa in 1850 many of his children traveled on to salt lake city

joseph holbrooks grandfather and two brothers came from
england to plymouth colony as pilgrims they settled in massachusetts
josephs father died when joseph was only seven years old it was his
fathers dying wish that joseph go to live with his grandfather in
massachusetts in order to have an opportunity to go to school josephs
grandfather taught him much he was a moral man he never indulged
in any kind of vice went to meetings on the sabbath believed in
fulfillment ofprophecy prayed with his family asked blessings at meals
and did not allow profanity this set the background for what was to
happen in the life of joseph holbrook

joseph was ready to receive the gospel when the elders preached in
a town where he was living he asked them where he could get a copy of
the book of mormon they did not know joseph told the two young men
that he would walk a distance of fifty miles in order to obtain a copy if
only they could direct him there they said they could not tell him where
he could find a copy joseph finally obtained a copy from his cousin in
two days and three nights he read the book through facing opposition
from many friends and family members he could not deny the truthful-
ness of the gospel and he and his wife were baptized they later crossed
the plains to the great salt lake valley

ENGLISH missionary

the porter family originally immigrated to the united states in the
1700s nathan tanner porter was bomborn in vermontvennont in 1820 his family
moved several times settling in ohio in 1828 while there they joined
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints in 1832 they joined the
saints in jackson county missouri they were among those driven by
mob violence from their possessions in the fall of 1833

nathan passed through the trying ordeals of the times ending with
the expulsion of the saints from missouri and their settlement in illinois
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he was serving a mission in the eastern states when the report of the
carthage jail horror reached him along with other family members
nathan left his possessions in nauvoo and traveled west reaching the
shores of the great salt lake in october 1847 he helped his father
cultivate a small piece of land built a home married and shared with his
sweetheart the toils and hardships incident to the times

four years later he was called to serve a mission at the rock of
gibraltar he once more crossed the plains with mule and horse teams
traveled to new york then sailed to europe the government did not
allow him to stay in gibraltar so he served four and a half years on his
mission in england returning in 1856 nathan crossed the atlantic in the
company of three hundred saints and once more traversed the plains
leaving on 10 august 1856 his company reached the platte on
1 november they met many experiences of suffering and death and
were finally rescued by men and teams from salt lake bringing much
needed supplies and aid the handcart pioneers were now conveyed the
remainder of the way in wagons as comfortably as circumstances would
permit nathan was reunited with his family in the salt lake valley on
15 december 1856 he lived to serve two more missions in the united
states

ENGLISH immigrants

henry william hales was born 7 august 1829 in rainhamtrainhamRainham kent
england in 1832 his father and family immigrated to canada they
settled in toronto where they accepted the gospel of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints they traveled from toronto to kirtland and
on to far west they experienced all of the persecutions of the time it
was at far west that henry william hales first saw the prophet joseph
smith as he was betrayed into the hands of a mob he heard joseph smith
sentenced to be shot without having the opportunity for a hearing

they were expelled from missouri with the rest of the saints and
went to quincy illinois remaining there until 1841 when they moved to
nauvoo it was there they heard the prophet joseph say 1I am going like
a lamb to the slaughter but I1 am calm as a summers morning I1 have a
conscience void of offense towards god and towards all men and it
shall yet be said of me he was murdered in cold blood dacd&c 1354
henry saw joseph and hyrum in their coffins he knew they were men
of god

henry william hales moved west to the salt lake valley in the
spring of 1851 there he experienced indian trouble the grasshopper
war shortages of commodities especially flour differences between
the US government and the people ofutah floods and finally peace and
freedom
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another example was jennette bleasdale bomborn in 1826 in
lancashire england her parents were proud and happy with this new
little baby girl they wanted for her the very best that could be had but
times were hard food and money were scarce and the bleasdalesBleasdales were
very poor for nine years the family struggled to remain together but
now there were three children and the expenses were too high one of the
family must leave and work elsewhere to relieve the burden it was
decided that jennette should go although she was only nine years of age
she was very mature in her ability to work and to take responsibility it
was hard to leave her family and go to the strange farm to live jennette
didnt feel quite so grownupgrown up or mature when saying goodbyegood bye but she
realized her responsibilities and accepted them she worked hard often
getting up in the middle of the night to start the washing or to feed the
pigs

when jennette was ten years old the mormonmonnon missionaries visited
her family they brought with them not only a new gospel but also hopes
for a new and better life in america with their conversion to the church
the bleasdalesBleasdales along with others began making plans to emigrate to
america after raising all the money he could by selling his possessions
jennettesjeanettesJennettes father found that he lacked enough money for all of them to
emigrate someone would have to remain behind again it was decided
that jennette would remain in england and this time it was with real
heartbreak that she waved goodbyegood bye to her loved ones

for three years jennette lived with an uncle working and saving to
buy her passage her uncle owned a mill which he sold in order to obtain
enough money for their passage after giving jennette enough money for
her passage he started to town to buy his own but was robbed of all his
money jennette was very despondent at the thought of leaving her
relatives behind and traveling to america alone but she was so homesick
for her family that she decided to come anyway on her thirteenth
birthday three years after her parents had come she started for america
the voyage was difficult and lonely for the thirteen year old girl water
was rationed out to each passenger and young jennette being very
seasick used nearly all of her rations in the first few weeks of the trip her
scanty remaining portion of water couldnt be stretched out very far and
she nearly died for want of water after nine long hard weeks the vessel
at last arrived in new orleans instead of new york as planned it had
been blown off its course during severe storms at sea

in new orleans she located an uncle who had come to america
earlier it was comforting to the lonely girl to see a familiar face and to
be warmly received into his home she was disappointed however to
leamlearn that he had not heard from her parents or even knew that they had
left england so restless and homesick she started out alone once more
the trip up the mississippi rivettoriver to nauvoo seemed very slow to the
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anxious jennette the boat was old and sluggish and at times the
passengers were required to walk part of the way the days dragged by
for jennette whose thoughts raced ahead to the arrival in nauvoo the
reunion with her family and the hopes and dreams of a new life with the
people of her faith in this promised land

at last came the long awaited day of arrival at nauvoo but jennette
was to be disappointed once more her family had not yet arrived disap-
pointmentspointments and discouragementsdiscouragements could not be kept for long however for
the saints were a busy dedicated and happy people jennette soon found
work at the home of joseph young the brother to brigham young out
of her earnings of seventy five cents a week she managed to save enough
to buy a cow and a calf for her mother

months later her parents did arrive in nauvoo and there was a
joyous reunion they had been working in new york trying to save
enough money for the trip to nauvoo the family was soon to be
separated again however for her parents left nauvoo with the intention
of settling in iowa and working for the poole family jennette decided to
remain with brother young and to continue to work she journeyed with
the youngs to winter quarters when she received word that her parents
wanted her to come to iowa although thirty miles from where her folks
were she started back working her way and often walking along by the
wagon which carried her trunks and belongings afterafteramonthsa months journey
she arrived at the poole farm in iowa

this was a very happy time for young jennette she was reunited
with her family they were all well strong and happy and there was
plenty of food and clothing for all it was here that jennette met young
john rawlston poole after a year elapsed they were married john was
converted to the church and disowned by his father this was a trying
time for the youngyotingdoting couple and after their baby girl was bomborn about one
year later they made preparations to leave for winter quarters and there
join the saints in their trek to utah joseph young was their leader and
with a cow and a team of oxen they started on their journey across the
plains

the trip to salt lake was long and hard full of suffering and
sorrow cholera raged through the camp taking as victim their baby girl
she was buried on the plains and they went on john rawlston also
contracted the disease but was healed through a blessing given by joseph
young on the last leg of their journey the indians were so plentiful that
they couldnt build a fire and the nights were long fearful and black
one of their oxen died but they were able to finish theirjoumeytheir journey by using
the cow in its place

they were unable to remain in salt lake long for there were many
new frontiers to settle so jennette and john rawlston packed their
belongings and set out for centervilleCenterville in northern utah this country
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was so sparsely populated that indians roamed it freely for jennette
who had faced all the hardships and suffering of pioneer life this was just
another problem to be accepted and managed as well as possible she was
responsible for providing a home for her husband and family and this she
intended to do

these stories ofpilgrims converts pioneers child immigrants and
pioneer missionaries show the devotion sacrifice and dedication of our
forebears Is anything less required of us to meet todays challenges and
endure to the end

may we give thanks for our english heritage and live lives worthy
of our english tradition of the law of consecration is my prayer in the
name of jesus christ amen

NOTES

john sampson ed the poetical works ofoffilliamwllliamWilliam blake london oxford university press 1913370
davidavldavid hamsharris willson and stuart E prall A history of englandofengland ad3d3dedededed new york holt rinehartRmehart and

winston 19842761984 276
journal ofdiscoursesof Discourses 21702 170
william G hartley kindred saints the mormon immigrant heritage of alvin and katheryne

christensen salt lake city eden hill 1982 13

ronalddonald W walker ed theme willard richards and brigham young 5 september 1840 letter from
england to nauvoo brigham young university studies 18 spring 1978 469471

hartley kindred saints 20
donald Q cannon and david J whittaker eds supporting saints life stories offineteenthof nineteenth century

mormonscormons provo brigham young university religious studies center 1985 73
abridged from supporting saints
joseph fielding smith church history and modern revelation 12 vols salt lake city the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints 1953 2302 30 3311



cradling mormonism
the rise of the gospel

in early victorian england

ronald W walker

the gospel is spreading jubilantly wrote the mormonmonnon apostle
heber C kimball from england in 1840 and the devils are roaring 1

elder kimball along with six missionary associates first landed in
england from america in july 1837 their proselyting efforts produced
what seemed to them a remarkable success in less than a year they added
approximately 1500 to the handful of members they had found in the
british isles 2

A second wave of mormon missionaries led by brigham young
and the churchschurche quorum of twelve apostles disembarkedembarkeddis in 1840
their efforts were even more productive another seven or eight
thousand souls were quickly joined to british mormonism and by the
end of the decade the church was claiming fifty thousand english
conversions 3

while such a harvest made mormonism only a minor british sect
to the fledgling utah church these additions were of major importance
A visitor strolling down a salt lake street in 1870 would have found the
clipped british accent rivaling the flat toned yankee drawl A third of the
inhabitants of salt lake county were british bomborn 4

why had victorias subjects found this imported religion from
america so compelling the answer lay partly with the cradling social
conditions of the time too the reason for mormon success was the result
of the qualities of the religion itself mormonism as it was first preached
in great britain was a youthful and vibrant faith that spoke in the british
industrial and preindustrial vernacular its message fit perfectly some
would say providentially with the social and religious upheaval of the
time

when the mormon apostles first landed the winds of change
seemed to be blowing from every direction the english population had

ronald W walker is an associate professor ofhistoryofhistory and a senior research historian with the joseph fielding smith
institute for church history at brigham young university
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doubled since the beginning of the century the industrial revolution in
turn uprooted the nations countryside and by 1851 england became the
first large modem state with one half of its population living within
cities the results of the demographic and industrial revolutions were
immense the lord chancellor might still sit upon a symbolic woolsack
but the nations wealth increasingly centered in the new mill towns of the
midlands and north there in the congestedthecongested squalor of his new environ-
ment the english laborer found the certainties of his old lifestylelife style were
lost no longer was his behavior reinforced by the scrutiny of village
acquaintances As a result the mill owner and banker began to challenge
the squire and parson as arbiters of the laborers conduct and convention

there appeared new patterns with every turn of the kaleido-
scope george stephensons stockton and darlington railroad sir
robert peels london metropolitan police thomas attwoodsAttwoods
birmingtonmingtonbermingtonBir political union edwin chadwickschadwickeChadwicks sanitary commission
and robert owens consolidated trades union were each symbols in
their own way of early nineteenth century transition together they
spoke of revolutions in transportation public safety pressure politics
public health and trade unionism that would continue to sweep the
nation throughout the century and beyond

thus at the moment mormon missionaries began their proselyting
tours england was experiencing the uncertainty of change and
innovation the great parliamentary reform of 1832 had only whetted
the reforming appetites of the middle and laboring classes the anti-
corn law agitation of john bright and richard cobden sought to deliver
a more substantial blow to the agrarian aristocracy while the working
class chartists diffuse unstable and loosely led by the mercurial
feargus oconnor sought a genuine english democracy these two
great reform movements joined by at least another dozen other agita-
tions convulsed england with crusades pamphlets circuit riding
reforeformersriners mass meetings and hortatory journals 5 moreover the spirit
of reform was furthered in the late 1830s and early 1840s by
unseasonable weather and a sputtering national economy genuine
distress demanded amelioration

in response parliament quickened its pace of reform during the
thirties and forties the nation abolished colonial slavery commenced
the public support of elementary education began to improve the
conditions of child labor abandoned the speenhamlandSpeenhamland dole system of
poor relief for benthamite work houses reformed the anglican
establishment and eventually surrendered to the demands of the free
trade advocates by repealing the comcorn laws great britain seemed
convulsed with agitation and transition within this movement and
change there lay opportunity for men preaching the gospel message
freshly reestablished by joseph smith on the american frontier
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victorian religion played an even more substantial role in
preparing the way for british mormonism probably in no other
century except the seventeenth and perhaps the twelfth george kitson
clarkdarkmark has written of the times did the claims of religion occupy so large
a part in the nations life 1166 of course christianity had long extended its
influence upon english civilization from lambeth palace to the parish
parsonage it had permeated society but during the nineteenth century
especially among the nations ascending middle class religion became
vital it breathed energy instilled conscience imposed standards and

challenged the harsh developments of the age not all englishmen fell
under its spell nevertheless active religion set the tone of victorian
society with a majority of Englands most influential citizens at least
outwardly yielding to its claims

the wesleyan revival had earlier expressed this new spirit it
warmly criticized the anglican establishments worldliness its
mismanagement of temporalitiestemporalities its simony nepotism and the
holding of clerical livings in plurality john wesley its leader
demanded a religion that touched the english laborer and within
the working class he found a field ready for harvest when he died in
1791 perhaps 135000 englishmen formally called themselves
methodists with another million being attracted to the movements

precepts 7

A personal and vital religion lay at the heart of the wesleyan
revival the unregenerate must probe his soul for impurities and cast
them off in the redemption of christ he must be reborn sacrifice
enthusiasm and service became the signs of inward grace concretely
these virtues took the form of bible study sabbath observance sobriety
temperance and the quest for family solidarity such inclinations were
translated in turn into over one hundred philanthropic societies there
were bible sabbatarian sunday school temperance missionary
educational and antislavery societies and many more besides the
ferment was broad based and omnipresent 8

most of englandsglandsEn major denominations were influenced by the
new religious spirit and participated in its organizational crusades
concurrent with the methodist success such anglican churchmen as
henry venn vigorously preached the new evangelicalism although with
a greater loyalty to church government and tradition than wesley venn
not only led efforts to evangelize the industrial north but later with
university men isaac milner and charles simeon helped to make
cambridge an intellectual center for the low church view equally
significant were the Claciaclaphampharn saints led by william wilberforce
zachary stephen and john venn along with their ally hannah moore
the claphamitesClaphamites were primarily interested in promoting practical
religion and elevating manners 9
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some of the dissenting sects also joined the rising evangelicalism
presbyteriansPresbyterians congregationalists and baptists had long cherished
religious individualism and personal salvation and while they generally
avoided the emotional extremes of methodism the power of
romantic religion reignited their old vigor during the first half of the
nineteenth century congregational and baptist church sittings rose over
300 percent and 400 percent respectively in the new northern factory
towns where their growth was particularly strong dissenting chapels in
the early decades of the century outnumbered anglican churches by
3454 to 2.5352535 10

british mormonism drew upon all these religious sources although
laboring and left wing religion were particularly important wesleyan
methodism earlier had aroused the working masses but its political and
religious conservatism partially the result of the growing prosperity and
respectability of its members lessened its attraction among laborers
several new denominations consequently arose teaching an unvarnunwarn
isheddished emotional biblical religion the kilhamitesKilhamites or new connection
methodists seceded from wesleyanism a few years prior to the turn ofthe
eighteenth century the bible christians formed their groups in southern
england two decades later but the primitive methodists and their leader
hugh bourne particularly seemed to foreshadow mormonism the
primitive methodists preached early christianity with an emphasis upon
biblical literalism employed a lay ministry and found conversions in the
new industrial towns as they took the gospel directly to the people our
chapels Bbourneournebourne later wrote were the coal pit banks or any other place
and in our conversation way we preached the gospel to all good or bad
rough or smooth 11

while the seceding wesleyan denominations preceded the
mormonscormons by several decades the christian churches which clung to
chartism were contemporaries such lay preachers as benjamin rushton
and william thomtonthornton sought to instill a religious element in what was
essentially a political movement they denounced traditional
christianitysChristianitys insouciance for the untutored sought a return to
fundamental morality and preached such regenerative practices as
temperance and teetotalism like other radical sects they worshippedworshipped
wherever two or three of the faithful might be met in homes public
halls or schools they also frequently abandoned traditional theology
for social and political protest clearly this was a religion of the people
informal and unpretentious in style yet responsive to laboring needs and
issues 12

owenism was another part of this early religious environment
robert owen the new lanarkbanark industrialist social reformer and
agnostic successively advocated factory paternalism parliamentary
regulation of the mills trade unionism cooperative socialism and
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ultimately free thought spiritualism he proclaimed a secular millen-
nium for the laboring poor preached the need for a revision of marriage
and social relationships and held out the hope of an american zion at
new harmony indiana despite its secular protestations owenism
flowed from the chiliasm of the post 1832 reform excitement its
methods were evangelical and it drew as certainly upon the decline of
wesleyan methodism among the working masses as did the schismatic
methodist sectarianssectarians 13

it was then from this matrix that the latter day saints in great
britain grew the american missionaries for example drew heavily
upon the new factory towns for conversions at a time when half of the
english population lived in villages of fewer than 2500 inhabitants LDS
emigration records reveal that nine out ofoftenten converts making their way
to the united states possessed urban nativity forty percent came from
cities of fifty thousand inhabitants or more such industrial districts aass
london the west midlands south wales lancashire west riding and
central scotland contributed heavily to mormonmonnon conversions and
subsequently to emigration 14

if the typical british convert was urban he also was drawn from
the lower social levels the william clayton diary leaves the
impression that the members of the manchester branch were mostly of
the working class many lived in boarding houses some were transient
and some were illiterate 15 jennetta richards the wife of mission
stalwart willard richards received the opprobrium of the british saints
by donning a stylish veil and muff later she learned to dress down for
her fellow saints 16 brigham young observed similar laboring class
attitudes and standards 1I have gone to bed many a time young later
recalled of his missionary days when he had lodged in the home of an
english convert and when I1 have turned down the bed I1 would find the
sheet patched from end to end so that I1 would wonder which was the
original sheet the rich and noble as a general thing have turned a
deaf ear to the voice of the elders of israel 17 church shipping records
confirm his observation during the early 1840s the occupational roles
of the emigrants indicated only slightly more than 20 percent could be
roughly judged as middle class thereafter the ratio steadily declined
until by the 1860s it was less than 10 percent 18 it was mainly the poor
and the ignorant as young described them who found themselves
gathered into the monmormonmonnonnon gospel net 19

other information concerning the british convert is impressionistic
but nevertheless suggestive if the membership of the manchester
branch were representative most were in their twenties or thirties and
unmarried consequently their freedom to accept a new religion and even
a new citizenship were unrestrained by ties of marriage and a settled
life 20 moreover owen chadwickschadwickeChadwicks survey of victorian religion found
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many latter day saints to have been weaned from splinter methodists
or splinter baptists il21 while a thoroughgoing study of the religious
origins of british mormonscormons has yet to be undertaken it is apparent that
if mormonism did not draw upon working class denominationalism it
was at least being propelled by similar currents

the american missionaries preached an uncomplicated message
of primitive christianity restored we opened the door to that nation in
great simplicity elder kimball recalled the lord appointed me to
that work because I1 was willing to be the simplest 22 the intellectual
E L T harrison agreed that early british mormonism was unadorned
mormonism was then simply a bible religion he recalled preaching

a revival of the apostolic spirit and gifts a religion of the broadest
charity sublime in sentiment and philosophical thought 23 when the
1840 missionaries landed they found the english saints had discarded
their wesleyan hymnalshymnals they wanted new ones they reported for
the bible religion and all is new to them parley P pratts widely
circulated tract A voice of warning clearly stated the LDS argument
primitive christianity differs widely from all modem systems of
religion both in its offices ordinances powers and privileges inso-
much that no man need ever mistake the one for the other furthermore
pratt held

were we to take a view of the churches from the days that inspiration
ceased until now we should see nothing like the kingdom established by
christ but instead of apostles and prophets we would see false teachers
whom men had heaped to themselves and instead of the gifts of the spirit
we should see the wisdom ofmen and instead ofthe holy ghost many false
spirits instead of the ordinances of god commandments ofman instead of
knowledge opinion guess work instead of revelation division instead of
union doubt instead of faith despair instead of hope hatred instead of
charity a physician instead of the laying on of hands for the healing of the
sick fables instead of truth evil for good good for evil darkness for light
light for darkness and in a word antichristanti christ instead of christ the powers of
earth having made war with saints and overcome them until the words of
god should be fulfilled 25

primitive christianity as practiced by the mormonscormons was not an
abstract and lifeless religion it touched vitalizedvitalizervitali zed and transformed lives
even before heber C kimball and his companions preached their first
english sermon at preston in 1837 they were assaulted by legions of
evil spirits with full formed bodies kimball believed himself and his

cohorts were rescued by guardian angels 26 similarly later in london
three angels saved kimball george A smith and wilford woodruff
from satanic distress 27 such experiences seemed everywhere forty
years after the event eli kelseysKelseys ministry of miraculous healing in
scotland remained a utah topic of conversation 2821 in turn the millennial
star the church organ in england recorded over a score of devils cast out
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of a woman in leamingtonleavingtonLeamington spa 29 the deaf and blind restored at
littlemore 3010 a night vision of the apostle james at bolton 31 and
miraculous healings and evil spirits in southampton 32 the man that did
not then believe in being thoroughly spiritualizerspiritualizedspiritualized elder harrison
later wrote was the apostate of those timestimes33111333

notions of approaching apocalypse furthered the new religions
appeal chiliasm has always accompanied revolutionary outbursts
karl mannheim has observed and given them their spirit 11341131153134 english
working class religion fit the pattern joanna southcott the prototype for
numerous subsequent enthusiasts excited tens of thousands of followers
with her millennial prophecies in 1801 4 again in 1814 and posthum-
ously throughout the century in many derivative movements 3531 thus
when orson hyde issued in 1837 his A timely warning to the people of
england mormonismsMormonisms first missionary broadside to be printed in
england it touched a responsive chord god will soon begin to manifest
his sore displeasure to this generation hyde warned

wo be unto all the wicked ones of the earth for the fire of gods jealousy
will consume them root and branch except they speedily repent

earthquakes strange things and fearful sights together with the waves
of the sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds will cause mens hearts
to fail them for fear

As john was sent before the face of the lord to prepare the way for his
first coming even so has the lord now sent forth his servants for the last
time to labour in his vineyard at the eleventh hour to prepare the way for
his second coming 36

like their seventeenth century puritan forefathers and their
owenite contemporaries the mormonscormons preached a millennialism with
an american twist before the conflagration the repentant would gather
to the american west to build a godly and egalitarian community
between 1840 and 1890 some 55000 british converts accordingly
journeyed to the united states these constituted only a fraction of the
total british migration which during the decade of 1845 54 alone
dispatched three million settlers to america 37 the british press
explained the saints growth as part of the broad trend of emigration
mormonismsMormonisms promise to lead english laborers out from their egypt
of taskworktask work and subjection typically intoned the birmingham daily
press has made them rally round the new religion as around a new
moses sent from god 553838

there was of course an element of truth to the observation about
mormonismsMormonisms pecuniary lure the english laborer inured by the hungry
1840s must have viewed the LDS american zion as an opportunity and
promise the mormon missionaries who believed that religion should
temporally bless as well as religiously sanctify would not have had it
otherwise such beliefs clearly found a willing response symptomatic of



32 BYU studies

what was to follow the first british convert the youthful george D watt
enthusiastically spoke of migrating to america within two weeks of
his baptism despite the missionaries reticence on the topic 39 yet the
attraction of a new life in america was not the only thing impelling
the recently converted watts stirring came after reading prophetic
passages in the saints book of mormon a religious impulse that
P A M taylors thoughtful study of the saints emigration seems to
confirm taylor noted that the pulsations of mormon migration often
deviated from general english patterns since the latter usually flowed at
high tide during periods of economic distress and receded during
prosperity other factors besides simple economic advantage must have
been at work with the mormonscormonsMormons 040O

to their bible primitivism display of spiritual gifts millen-
arianism and communitarianismcommunitarianism the mormon preachers buttressed
their cause with other appealing doctrines they virtually embraced
universalism but tempered it with an intricate assortment of rewards
based upon grace and works in addition to his bible every elder carried
a book of mormonmonnon a religious history of pre columbian america the
scripture may have been unique to the mormonscormonsMormons but its teachings were
not it equated true religion with christology reconreconfirmedfinned the old
testament cycle of prosperity conditioned upon righteousness and
taught a fundamental morality and charity in turn the temperance of the
saints in practice more moderation than abstinence opened
temperance halls for their use english teetotalers found the saints
eminently effective in their cause 41

the churchschurche ministerial system also possessed appeal
american preachers by no means were unique to the english scene
lorenzo dows revivalism had already aided the primitive methodists
charles grandison finney had rallied english congregationalists
and wesleyanswesleyannWesleyans lesser ministers regularly plied the atlantic ocean
moreover the mormon system of itinerancy fit prevailing patterns
chartist mechanics anticornanti corn law agitators trade union artisans as
well as sectarian preachers traversed the victorian countryside 4241 no
doubt the penury and lack of pretension of the mormon itinerants
endeared them to their working class congregations when elder
kimball first arrived in england destitute of the comforts of life he
wore a donated camlet cloak that would cross the ocean six more
times twice with kimball and on four other occasions as part of
another missionarysmissionarys wardrobe 4341 likewise upon landing in 1840
brigham young carried only six shillings used his familysfamilys little trundle
bed quilt for an overcoat wore a tattered cap of home manufacture
and possessed a pair of pantaloons so wanting in respectability that
the liverpool ladies pooled their means to secure an immediate
replacement 44
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clearly the saints lay and unpretentious ministry worked to their
advantage the american missionaries might take the lead but duly
ordained english converts carried the ministerial load ththisis allowed
mormonism to shed whatever image it might have possessed as a foreign
intruder indeed it facilitated the conversion of former preachers
protestant ministers such as thomas kington and james palmer might
secure mormon membership and mormonmonnon priesthood on the same day
and continue without interruption their errand for the lord 45

claims of an authorized priesthood gave the mormon preacher
special confidence joseph smith the founding prophet testified that
christs disciples john the baptist peter james and john had
confirmed upon him and his followers divine authority the church thus
combined popular religion with the voice of authority a mix that proved
enormouslyenonnously energizing As a result the saints lay ministers boldly
stalked the land speaking confidently and authoritatively parley pratt
addressed queen victoria in a written tract and informed her of
approaching revolutions 4616 twenty year old youths similarly author-
ized fearlessly delivered the warning voice in unfamiliar and friendless
neighborhoods

all this made england a fruitful field we find the people of this
land much more ready to receive the gospel than those of america
wrote young and richards to their church leaders for their priests have
taught them but little much of that is so foolish as to be detached at a
glance 47 mormonism in fact became one of the few denominations to
prosper in the working class environment converts saw their new
religion as a sharp contrast from the dour and cold formality of the
anglican and nonconformist performances with their stereotyped
prayers formalized sermons purchased pews and unhappy views of
mankindsmankinds depravity the saints prospered in the 1840s in part because
of inferior competition 4841

of course the success and image of british mormonism changed
like chartism mormonism began to peak in great britain with the
return ofprosperity in the late 1840s the official announcement ofplural
marriage in 1852 the simultaneous preaching of speculative doctrines
and the unfavorable publicity resulting especially from the 1857 utah
war in america made the decline precipitous 49as49 As late as 1859 the
saints claimed to have seven to eight hundred congregations in great
britain supported by four thousand lay ministers 5010 but this at best was
an indian summer before an unyielding season of distress during the last
third of the century congregations and membership melted before the
twin forces of migration and apostasy and baptisms never approached
their earlier rates

the early british convert made his mark in utah some proved to
be chaff nostalgically recalling british mormon working class religion
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and carrying as part of their cultural baggage the tradition of british
dissent some rebelled against brigham youngs theocratic zion and
traveled into heretical byways such as william S godbesgodbee new
movement in the late 1860s and early 1870s 5111

most however proved desirable sheaves reflecting their nativity
they typically avoided agricultural pioneering and instead settled in salt
lake city and in surrounding communities 5251 there they exerted a non-
proportional influence on such activities as commerce and culture such
immigrants as william nixon henry dinwoody francis armstrong
william jennings john chislett and william S godbe and the walker
brothers became leading merchants while deseretsdespretsDeserets lectures and
debating clubs literary and artistic societies choruses and musical
bands early magazines and newspapers and little theaters were often
dominated by british bomborn talent even more far reaching for the
development and progress of the restored church the britisher brought
to america his strong religious stirrings some like george Q cannoncannon
charles W penrose george teasdale and john R winder became
influential general authorities others including not a few transplanted
british women influenced local congregations occupying pulpits and
sunday school rostrums they implanted victorianism on both the
current and rising utah generation if the british setting had proven
hospitable to mormonism it also came to shape the values and practices
of the maturing church
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the book of mormon
in the english literary context of 1837

gordon K thomas

do you know anything of a wretched set of religionists in your
country superstitionists I1 ought rather to say called mormonitesmonnonitesmennonitesMormoMonnonites or
latter day saints so wrote the great english poet william wordsworth
to his american editorhenryeditorhenry reed early in 1846 this is the only reference
to mormonism in wordsworthsWord sworths surviving letters or other writings and
it may come as a shock to modem latter day saints to find such anger
and hostility towards us in a poet of whom we so often think as our poet
one who believed much ofwhat we believe knew what we know and did
not mind any more than we do defying the orthodox establishment of
church and state for the sake of pursuing and publishing his unorthodox
ideas in fact though wordsworth felt deep personal chagrin and sorrow
over the inroads which mormonism was making in britain by the 1840s
A niece ofhis wife hadjoinedhad joined the church and was bound forfornauvoonauvoo and
it was that fact which occasioned his letter to henry reed in which the
poet added that their relative had just embarked we believe at liverpool
with a set of the deluded followers of that wretch in an attempt to join
their society this headstrong girl was neither stupid nor unlearned As
wordsworth wrote of her she is a young woman of good abilities and
well educated but early in life she took from her mother and her
connections a methodisticalmethodistical turn and has gone on in a course of what she
supposes to be piety till she has come to this miserable close

in fact this hostility of wordsworth who was then englandsglandsEn poet
laureate towards mormonism was as we well know widely shared by
many perhaps most men and women of prominence and public stature
in the kingdom in the early years of the british mission that fact too
though we are used to acknowledging it may well continue to surprise
us in a way for the kinds of people of whom I1 am speaking people of
deep but generally unorthodox spiritual searchings and perceptions of
determinedly independent public stance unafraid and undeterred in their
personal pursuit oftruthortruthof truth and their eagerness to share their own findings
and tolerate those of others these seem like the kinds of people from
gordon K thomas is a professor of english at brigham young university
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whom mormonism might have hoped for a fair and even appreciative
hearing I1 think of such literary figures besides wordsworth as
coleridge and shelley blake and byron all of them so different but all
of them outspoken seekers for and defenders of religious truth in the early
nineteenth century

of course accidents of chronology kept many of these from ever
hearing of the restored gospel blake died a decade before the first
mormon missionaries reached england and coleridge died in 1834
byron left england for good in 1816 and his pursuit of truth and a
meaningful existence led him to an early death in the greek revolution
in 1824 shelley drowned off the coast of italy in 1822 almost eight years
before the church was even organized though he like others seems to
have had at least a hazy notion of what was coming when he wrote in his
1819 preface to his poetic drama promethiuspromethium unbound of what he
actually called a restoration as well as a transformation in human
conditions and religious awareness and opportunity shelley believed
then that he and his literary companions would have a great role to play
in what lay ahead

the great writers of our own age are we have reason to suppose the
companions and forerunners of some unimagined change in our social
condition or the opinions which cement it the cloud of mind is discharging
its collected lightning and the equilibrium between institutions and opinions
is now restoring or is about to be restored 2

my intent here is not to explore the fulfilling of shelleysshellersShel leys grand
prophecy for in any specific sense it was not fulfilled the literary giants
of early nineteenth century england did not foster nor usher in the
restoration of the gospel indeed as we have seen the only one of these
giants who knew about mormonism was wordsworth and his sole
recorded response on earth was hostility my aim then instead is to
explore what happened to prevent the kind of spiritual marriage between
the gospel message and english poetry which would seem almost
expectable and which shelley even seems to have envisioned I1 will
suggest and suggest only for proof in matters of mental and artistic and
social influences seems impossible one key ingredient in the literary
context of the day which seems likely to have poisoned the atmosphere
which in so many other ways seemed so likely to be receptive

the element of the literary context on which I1 shall focus is the
discovery of a variety of treasures of ancient writings all of which are
bound to remind us in one way or another of the coming forth of the book
of mormon it seems clear to me here at the outset that the literarilyliterarily
aware of great britain in 1837 and the ensuing years would surely have
felt similarly reminded as they heard of the miraculous preservation and
discovery and translationandtranslation ofthebookofmormonofthe Book ofmormon and the reminder would
have been there whether for good or evil



the english literary context 39

if the bringing to light of the book of mormon still ranks as the most
miraculously dramatic recovery of ancient records we yet know of even
amid such modem discoveries as linear B and nag hammadihammada and the
dead sea scrolls there are other if lesser miracles one of these
perhaps the most important ever in english literary studies began to
unfold just over a century before the opening of the british mission but
it developed in several stages right up into the early nineteenth
century this was the almost miraculous survival of the only manuscript
oftheodtheofthe greatestpoemgreatest poem writwrittenteninin the earliestformearliest formofourlanguageofourlanguage the anglo
saxon beowulf which not only came through the dissolution of the
monasteries by king henry VIII and the scattering or destruction of
their libraries in the sixteenth century but the accidental burning of the
robert cottonlibrary inwhich ithadishadbeen housed without yet having been
really studied or recognized as a treasure in 17311731 in fact it was this fire
which mostly just charred the edges but could so easily have destroyed
the entire beowulf manuscript which first brought it to real public
awareness entheneventhendeventhenEveven then thepoem was notyetsafe As one scholarsaysscholar says the
history of beowulfs physical preservation is something of a cliff
hanger 3 A series of somethingsomethinr very much like small miracles continued
on into the next century an edition of the poem was prepared in the late
eighteenth century by a danish scholar named thorkelinThorkelin who made
copies of the only manuscript in 1787 his handmadehand made copies still survive
and they preserve for us many words which have since vanished from the
constantly deteriorating cotton manuscript but thorkelinsThorkelins printed
edition itself wasdestroyedwas destroyed in 1807 when the british navy bombarded
copenhagen scholars who do not often get excited on paper still write
ofthe sensational survival ofbeowulfoverbeowulf over the yearsatyears 4 it is forenglish
literature a spectacular example of a nearly miraculous voice from the
dust one of the unquestioned masterpieces of our poetry which has
reached us through ways which seem defiant ofhuman reason and logical
expectation I1 cannot help feeling that if only this story of the marvelous
transmission of the poem beowulf from ancient times to modem readers
had been in english minds in 1837 the still more spectacular claims of
the book of mormon to miraculous preservation and transmission would
have found easier access but the saga of the beowulf manuscript was a
positive influence which was to wind up almost buried amid still more
spectacular negative influences

another positive influence I1 believe would have been the story of
the saving and publishing to the world of the medieval folk ballads this
is a story with many strands ofwhich that ofdr thomas percy is neither
the first nor the most reliable and scholarly but bishop percy had a
success with the old british ballads which outweighed all others in its
effect on the public and which had a reputation for authority and
respectability which none of the literary discoveries of which I1 am
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speaking could ever equal dr percy was an oxford scholar and
antiquarian of merit who became anglican bishop of dromoredrombore in
ireland he was a close and esteemed friend of the great and immensely
influential samuel johnson who put percy in charge of british
antiquities in the discussions of the famous literary club which was
founded under the leadership of samuel johnson in 1764 in london and
which for decades was the very center of english intellectual life and
activity 5 johnson said of percy that he was one out of whose company
I1 never go without having learnt something tyg1166 and when percy turned his
attention to ferreting out sometimes in nearly miraculous states of
survival and reviving and publishing the old ballads for modem readers
he acknowledged samuel johnsons help and inspiration in the project 7

the work which finally resulted was the monumental three volume
collection ofmedieval ballads and other popular poems curiously mixed
with some of percysgercys own compositions and some contemporary songs
published under the title reliquesreliouesReliques ofancientof ancient english poetry in 1765 it
hit a popular nerve fostered among other things in the public mind by the
story of the preservation of the beowulf manuscript of increasing
popular interest in the literary antiquities of english rather than classical
literature and it fed that interest in very positive ways scholars agree
that it played a major part in revolutionizing english literary taste and
made the way smooth for later great poetic discoveries and achieve-
ments 8 As with beowulf percysgercys reliquesreliouesReliques if it had existed alone in this
literary context would perhaps have helped make the way smooth too for
the arrival of the book of mormon to british shores with the first
missionaries in 1837

but it was not alone during this same period ofgrowing excitement
in literary britain over those important and very positive discoveries of
ancient writings now revealed in sometimes seemingly miraculous ways
for modemmodern readers there were other spectacular claims being made for
other discoveries which would eventually disillusion the public
especially the literary world of england and for decades make even the
most tolerant men of letters suspicious and resistant toward anything
claiming to be a voice from the dust that is to say a discovery of ancient
writings

one of these was the curious case of thomas chatterton who
began as he said at the age of twelve discovering poems written in the
fifteenth century by among others a priest named thomas rowley
whether in a fit of depression or out of fear of discovery or in pangs of
conscience or for other reasons only to be guessed at chatterton killed
himself by drinking arsenic in london in 1770 at the age of only
seventeen it was mostly after his death that his name became known in
1777 a very prominent scholar of medieval literature became involved
in the chatterton story this was thomas tyrwhitt a man renowned for
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his study of the great medieval poet geoffrey chaucer and to whom
more than to any other single scholar we owe the recovery of under-
standing of chaucer and knowledge of how his poetry worked and how
it was pronounced at the very moment in which thomas tyrwhitt was
achieving the beginnings ofhis great and deserved fame as a medievalist
with his publication of the canterbury tales of chaucer to which are
added an essay upon his language and versification an introductory
discourse and notes 9 he turned his attentions to the chatterton
manuscripts tyrwhitt published the poems attributed by chatterton to
the gode prieste thomas rowleierowleneRowleie and hailed them as among the great

discoveries of literary antiquities 10 these claims coming in the context
created not only by the reawakened and newly informed interest in
chaucer but also by such discoveries as that of beowulf and percysgercys
reliquesreliouesRe liques attracted agreat deal ofattention but the attention was naturally
accompanied by scrutiny and the rowley poems could not stand up
under scrutiny they were soon revealed to be counterfeits made up of
a hodgepodge of chaucerian and spenserian language and reformation
ideas after a short period of horrified discussion and public debate
these poems were quite soon and almost universally acknowledged a
fraud and an imposition though even severe literary critics tended to
praise the achievement of the boy chatterton while denouncing his
deceit samuel johnson said ofhimofrimofhim this is the most extraordinary young
man that has encountered my knowledge it is wonderful how the
whelp has written such things 12 A quarter of a century later
wordsworth praised chatterton as the marvelous boy the sleepless
soul that perished in his pridepride1313 and in the next generation john keats
dedicated his first long poem endymion to chatterton probably such
men felt little inclination to punish the boy chatterton for his literary
forgery because he had already punished himself so severely but the
revelation that yet another great discovery from antiquity had this time
turned out to be a fraud certainly created both disillusionment and
suspicion in the english reading public chatterton polluted the well of
truth

the most spectacular of all the claims for literary discoveries in this
period of english history and the one which seems most like a sort of
parallel parody of the book of mormon was that involving the young
scotsman james macpherson macphersonsMacphersons discoveries and claims and
publications were to provoke both immense popular excitement inter-
nationally and also a long lasting scholarly controversy finally resulting
by 1837 in a british literary public made wary of all more or less
miraculous claims for ancient books dihdikdiscoveredovered and translated by modem
men for modem readers 14

in 1760 macpherson just twenty four years old and fresh out of
college published a work he entitled fragments of ancient poetry



42 BYU studies

collected in the highlands of scotland and translatedtranslatedfromfromtrom the gaelic
or erse language the first of several books which he later collected and
compiled into a single work published under the title of the poems of
ossian in 1765 1511 the name of ossian was not new to macphersonsMacphers ons
readers both ireland and scotland had long claimed for their cultural
heritage the third century celtic bard who insisted that he wrote under
divine inspiration and who related his own exploits and those of his
illustrious father fingal or finn it was a tradition as old and honored as
the british legends of king arthur and his round table knights and
equally misty in its origins and evidences what was new about
macphersonsMacphers ons works was his claim to have discovered and have in his
possession ossiansOssians original third century gaelic manuscripts writings
miraculously preserved on wood and stone and other ancient materials
his earliest discoveries which he duly translated into english spoke of
even greater discoveries to be made if macpherson could find sufficient
financial backing for the needed searches Therethere was a sensational
response to his appeal for funds the money was easily provided
macpherson went off into the highlands and he returned with a
manuscript so he said of a full blown epic his translations into english
were metrical and musical prose and they were an immediate triumph
understandable enough for until then no one had ever claimed to have
discovered writings from the ancient celtsbelts nor even to have thought that
ancient gaelic was a written language macphersonsMacphersons claims then were
doubly great he had evidence to prove the literacy of the ancient
inhabitants of britain and he proved them not merely literate but among
the foremost literary artists of all time these enormous claims were
readily accepted for the world was eager for great literary discoveries
furtheritwasfurther itwas anage ofgrowingofgrowing national pride and there were many eager
and ready to believe thatjustthat just as beowulfhadbeowulf had shown the literary greatness
of which ancient germanic people were capable and thus allowed
northerneuropeans to enjoythekindofenjoy the kind ofsense ofancientculturalancient cultural authority
which greeks and italians had enjoyed for millennia now the beltscelts had
their ossian and fingal

the scottish were especially enthusiastic one contemporary
defender ofmacphersonsMacphers ons claims within the edinburgh literary establish-
ment wrote the compositions of ossian are so strongly marked with
characters of antiquity that although there were no external proof to
support that antiquity hardly any reader of judgment and taste could
hesitate in referring them to a very remote aera 1611

translations into many european languages followed speedily
cesarottisCesarottis translation into the italianwas said to benapoleonvonapartesbonapartesBonapartes
favorite book 17 in goethessorrowsgoethe ssorrows ofyoungowyoungof young werther published in
1774 the lovers werther and charlotte found such joy as was possible
for them not in homer whose works they rejected but in reading from the
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poems of ossian to each other 18 indeed the popularity of macphersonsMacphersons
productions achieved immense proportions not only throughout the
british isles and all over europe but in america as well where they were
praised enthusiastically by such men ofdiscernment as thomas jefferson
and walt whitman 19 ralph waldo emerson noted that ossianossian as
macpherson had translated him for poetry had superiorities over
drydendryden and pope 112020 and henry david thoreau in an amazing burst of
enthusiasm extended the favorable comparison to homer pindar and
isaiah 21

if however there was an immediate a widespread and for several
decades at least an enduring acclaim for macphersonsMacphersons translations
there was also from the very first considerable suspicion of his claims in
certain quarters the same dr samuel johnson who had helped with
percysgercys reliquesreliouesReliques and had praised chattertonsChattertons talents even while
regretting his fraud decided that the macpherson case required some
probing though of advanced age and not in very good health johnson
who was always reluctant to leave the comforts and civility of life in
london undertook an extensive journey into scotland and its outlying
isles in order to make on the spot inquiries and investigations in 1775
he published his journey to the western islands of scotland and
announced to the public his finding that macpherson may have had
acquaintance with a few oral fragments of old stories and poems but that
the work purporting to be a translation was in fact an original
composition and not even a very good one when one of macphersonsMacphersons
defenders asked johnson whether he really thought that any man of
inmodemodem age could have written such poems johnsons reply was yes
sir many men many women and many children 112222 macpherson
promptly challenged johnson to a duel but the great scholar retorted 1I
shall never be deterred from detecting what I1 think a cheat by the
menaces of a ruffian 112323

A great and long controversy ensued with many important men of
letters taking sides thomas gray the poet and oxford scholar wrote that
he would gladly go to the scottish highlands to behold the genius who
was the author of ossiansOssians poems if he believed as he could not that it
might be any man alive in modem times 24 robert bums was so certain
of the authenticity of macphersonsMacphers ons publication that he spoke ofofossianossian
as among the glorious models after which I1 endeavor to formfonn my
conduct 25 and macpherson was able to the end of his life to maintain
considerable public faith inhis claims by promising to publish the original
manuscripts as soon as the translator shall have time as he said to
transcribe them for the press 112126 meanwhile he became very wealthy
entered parliament and when he died in 1796 was buried in westminster
abbey all without ever producing the manuscripts As johnson wrote
where are the manuscripts they can be shown if they exist but they



44 BYU studies

were never shown 01271127 eleven years after macphersonsMacphersons death that is in
1807 the poems did appear in the original celtic language when they
were easily seen to be mere translations from macphersonsMacphers ons productions
in english back into rather shoddy modem gaelic 2821 knowledgeable
scholars no longer debated the issue and the so called ossianic
controversy which once engulfed the literary circles of europe and
america had died dr johnsons analysis has been shown to be right and
macphersonsMacphers ons translations are now known to be perhaps the most
notorious fraud in literary history

it is easy to imagine the damaging effects of such a conclusion to
such a controversy on the sincere efforts of those first latter day saint
missionaries who went to great britain in the first half of the nineteenth
century carrying the book of mormon and being largely or totally
unaware of the literary context into which their book inevitably made
them enter in presenting the book ofmormon in such a poisoned literary
atmosphere they faced irrational and predetermined distrust the reading
public ofbritain had become very wary and cynical after the events I1 have
described and understandably so what had for a time seemed almost like
the hand of god active in preserving and revealing ancient writings had
become a mixture of truth and blatant falsehood with the falsehood
leaving ofcourse the strongerstrongerimpressionimpression into thebritish literary context
of disappointed hopes and cynical fraud entered the book of mormon in
1837 the missionaries who carried it would have found difficulty in
makingappealsmaking appeals based on either logic ortraditionortradition perhaps infactinfacein fact thelordthefordthe lord
had allowed the literary events of the preceding decades to unfold in such
a way that the only valid appeal was to the spirit
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mormonscormons in victorian manchester

jan G harriharrishardisharrli s

manchester mormonscormons were typical of many members of the
church who were baptized between 1838 and 1860 the early years of
rapid growth in the british mission the manchester branch was one of
the largest branches in england and was located in an industrial and urban
setting the kind of environment in which the majority of british converts
lived A study of the members reveals many things about the rank and
file english mormon at that time through the demographic data
extracted from branch records and personal information from journals
we can round out a picture of these people not only in terms of what work
they did and where they lived but also how they fit into the larger
pattern 2 by placing them in their historical setting we may gain an
understanding of some of the members actions and attitudes during the
victorian era

mormonscormons in manchester were ordinary working class people
they lived in working class neighborhoods and most of them with the
notable exception of william claytonclayton the first branch president worked
with their hands the only characteristic that set them apart from their
working class neighbors was their interest in religion there was a
consensus among observers of nineteenth century manchester that the
working classes were indifferent to religion and generally did not attend
public worship friedrich engels claimed

the working man does not understand religious questions and does not
trouble himself about it all the writers of the bourgeois are unanimous
on this point that the workers are not religious and do not attend church 3

leon faucher a french observer wrote about his impressions of
manchester in 1844 he describes a typical sunday morning with
middle class families walking along in silence and with a reserved and
formal attitude toward church and chapels while the members of the
working class

loiter on the thresholds of their cottages or lounge in groups at the comers
of the streets until the hour of service is terminated and the public houses
are opened religion is presented to them in such a sombre and gloomy
aspect it succeeds so well in addressing neither the senses or imagination
nor the heart that it remains the exclusive patrimony of the rich 4

jan G harris lives in aurora colorado thisniswishis article reflects research for her thesis for the MA in history at
brigham young university which she completed in 1987
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john kent writes that while a majority of the urban working classes
i

professed a bellbeilbelibeliefbellefef in god they limited their outward religious observobserve

ances to religious holidays such as christeningschristenings marriages and burialsburials 5

the mormon converts were different in contrast to the majority of
the working class many had been active members of other religious
sects before they joined the LDS church even the converts who did not
belong to other religious organizations prior to their conversions often
described themselves as seekers because they were disillusioned with
organized religion and were seeking christs church of the twenty one
manchester branch members known to have writtenjournalswrittenjournals nine wrote
of their dissatisfaction with organized religion before their conversion to
mormonism their feelings follow the same pattern of religious behavior
that malcolm thorp describes in his study of the religious background of
british LDS converts thorp reports that converts came from a variety of
religious backgrounds and that the churches they had attended were
composed of predominantly middle and upper class congregationsclasscongregations

manchester mormonscormonsMormons like the mormonscormons in thorps study felt
that the major reason for their baptism into the LDS church was the
concept of the restoration of biblical truth included in the theology of
mormonism the experience of james burgess was typical of many
converts search for truth

I1 got a little astray in the world for a short time and thence I1 begin to think
about my soul and first to one chapel and then to another but I1 did not think
that any of them was the church ofgod then I1ijoinedjoined this church and began
to serve the lord I1 was baptized into the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints on the nineteenth of october 1840 6

after their conversion mormonscormons tended to be more active with
their religion than members of other denominations horace mann
wrote

within a short period since the introduction of this singular creed as many
as 222 chapels or stations have been established with accommodations
for 30783 worshippersworshippers or hearers the activity of the disciples of this faith
is evidenced by the frequency with which they occupy these meeting
places out of a total of222 places as many as 147 or 66 percent were open
in the morning 187 84 percent were open in the afternoon and 193 or
87 percent in the evening comparison with similar statistics of the other
churches will show that this is much above the average frequency of
services 7

in addition to church attendance mormonscormons devoted much of their
time to missionary work even though most english elders were not
officially full time missionaries they were very active in preaching the
gospel and were responsible for the major part of the growth of the
church in england for example john druce had been a member of the
church for only ten weeks when he was called to be a local missionary
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he reported that he baptized his first convert one month later after being
a member for a year he was appointed to preside over the branches in
middleton and blakely he also served as president of the salford
pendleton and cross moor branches 8

except for their religious attitudes and activities manchester
mormonscormons were typical inhabitants of the city they were fairly young
most being baptized in their twenties or early thirties there were more
women than men and many were single nevertheless a substantial
number were married and had families 9 the age and sex of the mormonscormons
reflected the general population trends of industrialized cities in england
during the early victorian era 10 branch records reveal that most of the
mormonsmonnonsmormansMorMonmonsnons like a majority of the inhabitants of manchester immigrated
from other areas of england according to the 1851 census about one
fourth of the population were natives of the city for mormonsmonnonsmormansMorMonmonsnons the
proportion of manchester natives was about one third the immigrants
primarily came from nearby industrial and rural areas of lancashire
cheshire and yorkshire 11

the primary reason for migration to manchester was economic
manchester was the most extensive manufacturing town in england
people were attracted to it because of opportunities for employment for
example william barton a branch member had lived in carlisle where
his father was a printer the business failed so the family moved to
manchester they lived in the city for one year and then moved to
sunnysideSunny side just a few miles distant after about eight months they

where the children could 112 this kindmoved back to manchester getjobsget jobs
of short term migration was typical of the period 13 since the hometownshometowns
of most members were not far away it was possible for them to visit
relatives and spread the gospel after they had joined the church

the vast majority of members were manual laborers within the
branch workers were distinguished by the security of their jobs the
skilled artisans had good educations by victorian standards and were
relatively steadily employed and earned good wages unskilled laborers
suffered from sporadic unemployment and low wages however even
the better off faced hardships in living in a rapidly growing industrial
city 14 manchester was the first city in england to undergo the rapid
transformation of industrialization working class housing was built
close to the factories so the workers could walk to work as there was no
cheap public transportation As a result of the proximity to the factories
the air was smoky and the dwellings were inundated by soot in addition
houses were built quickly and were of poor quality public sanitation was
almost nonexistent and living conditions were crowded 15

although most of the members were manual laborers living
conditions and financial situations varied substantially for example
edward robinson considered himself to be fairly wellweiloffoff he was
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trained as a footman for the gentry his responsibilities included driving
the coach and caring for the horses he was twenty one when he married
mary smith a tutor for his employers family the robinsons position
improved when edward was promoted in 1837 to be the conductor of the
rocket the first train to run in manchester edwards son described

their home as comfortable because his father made a good salary and
had a thrifty wife mary joined the church in 1839 and edward was
baptized a year later the family emigrated in 1842 the decision to go
to the united states was difficult because edward was reluctant to leave
his job 16

the richard daniels brown family lived under very different
conditions the browns were originally from wigan lancashire just a
few miles from manchester in wigan richard was a dresser and
weaver and he and his wife margaret had seven children later he lost
his job because of failing eyesight andmovedand moved to manchester to work in
a cotton mill it was there that he heard about the church and was
baptized at that time he earned only twelve shillings a week he felt
fortunate to get any job because work was scarce at the time however
he couldnt support the entire family so the children began to work in the
factories even this was not enough and the family suffered intensely
from lack of food in december 1849 just five months after richard was
baptized the family went to the workhouse for help eventually they
were able to subsist without public aid but finances were always
strained 17

in the case of the browns and many working class families like
them the cycle of poverty followed a predictable pattern As a young
single man richard brown was able to earn plenty of money to meet his
needs when he was first married his wife also worked their combined
income was sufficient for a comfortable life As children were bomborn
margaret could no longer work and the family lived at a subsistence
level until the children became young adult wage earners and helped ease
the financial burden 18 the brown family continued to struggle in
england until 1864 when richard and margaret sailed for america
their son thomas had preceded his parents and sent money for the rest
of the family to emigrate 19

the examples of the browns and robinsons show the diverse
economic circumstances of the manchester mormonscormonsMormons during the early
years of the mission the church did not have a formal welfare
organization and all aid for the needy came from sympathetic family
friends and members of the branch members helped each other when
they could but many of them were already living at a subsistence level
and had no money to spare financial aid was usually short term because
the majority of members did not have the resources to give substantial
assistance and even these limited efforts at relieving economic distress
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sometimes ran into difficulties as is evident in the case of sarah
duckworth at the 17 january 1840 council meeting a decision was
made that she should go to brother jacksons for two weeks and that
money should be collected to help joseph millwood during his illness 20

unfortunately sarah did not get along with brother jacksons wife and
she had to leave later the branch took a subscription for her the last
journal entry william clayton made about sarah reveals some of the
problems the branch had in giving members longtermlong term assistance he
wrote

sarah should have lived at brother jacksons 2 weeks but his wife was not
willing sarah had been at the bewshersbesshersBewshers five days but bewshersbesshersBewshers could not
do with I1 had talked with sister bewsher about sarah had no where to go
no bed to sleep on and something must be done immediately the
subscription was to purchase a bed and she might have mary ann johnsons
room and the church pay the whole rent of house 21

ultimately the church could not support her and shespentshe spent the last
part of her life in a workhouse where she died in 1852 22

in some cases the branch was unable to give any aid the 1844
manchester branch historical record preserves a pathetic plea from a
member for help due to extreme poverty he was told by the leadership
that the church could not help because of the extreme poverty of the
branch however in response to a report that some saints were perishing
from lack of food the branch council later that year passed a resolution
to have a collection on sunday for the needy 23

there were many other instances when branch members acted as a
community by helping each other in a variety of ways they tried to take
care of each other when there was sickness entries such as these are
common in william claytonsclaytonaClay tons journal

went to see brother burgess child very sick not likely to recover
brother green rather sick alice hardman sick been to see paul harris
sick went to see brother burgess very sick was called this AM at
3 oclock to sister dea I1 found her very ill insensible prayed with her and
she appeared better 24

these mormonscormons had some unique emotional challenges that
strengthened their sense of comradeship although most members had at
least one other family member living within the branch nearly one third
had no family members who joined the church even when there were
family members who joined the church it often took several years to
achieve a harmony of beliefs baptismal dates show that there were
several years between the baptismal dates of spouses children brothers
and sisters 2521 As a result many members had to deal with negative
pressure about religion from family friends and employers this caused
the members to rely on one another for spiritual and emotional support
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difficulties associated with joining the church when there was
family disapproval were noted in several journals charles miller a
branch member and later branch president wrote about the problems he
had with his wife jane when he joined the church he recounts the time
when he left his job to become a full time missionary

1 I heard my wife crying because I1 had left my employment where I1 had
worked fifteen years for mathew gibbons I1 told her god would provide
and left home rejoicing in my god and at the close of the week returned with
means for her and for to buy a book that was important to mealme2lme 26

this would have been a trial to any wifescifes faith but at that time jane
was not even a member of the church eventually she was baptized but
there was a conflict about the importance of church service before she
joined in at least one family the conflict was never resolved john
needham a branch member noted in his journal sister pooles
husband was there in the church but since been cut off she suffered
much persecution from him and has since left him 27

not only did membership in the church sometimes bring family
conflict it could also put ones employment at risk james jepson a
worker in a cotton mill was fired when his employer found out that he
had joined the church A few weeks later his former employer passed
jepson on the street and asked him ifhe still planned to go to utah jepson
said yes the employer told him that he had fired him to discourage him
from going but if he was still planning to go he could have his job back
until he left 28

because of the opposition many members felt from people who did
not agree with their beliefs they derived comfort from their friendships
with fellow latter day saints and enjoyed frequent meetings and social
gatherings although the size of the branch grew from 160 in 1840 to 730
in 18511851 members frequently met in small groups rather than one large
congregation this gave them the opportunity to strengthen one another
the branch was divided into small districts that met in different locations
throughout the city 29 these groups met on sundays and also on other
days of the week not only for religious instruction but also for self
improvement according to john druce the poland street room was
open on tuesday wednesday and friday evenings for reading writing
and arithmetic 3010 james newton who was first counselor to james
walker wrote about his duties in relationship to the districts i had to
visit them as often as i could so that i was at some meeting every night
in the week i preached the gospel many times publick in manchester
streets also rooms and halls 31

despite the practice of members meeting in small groups mission-
aries tended to prefer large audiences when they introduced the gospel
when the american missionaries first came to manchester they
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attempted to get permission to be guest speakers at established churches
when they were unable to get invitations they held small meetings in
obscure places their first meeting was in a shop cellar at paul harriss
shoemaking establishment although this was not a prestigious place to
hold a meeting their efforts were fruitful at least one person was moved
by what he heard paul harris the host joined the church 32 there must
have been many other similar meetings in homes and small rooms
however the missionaries concentrated their efforts in procuring places
where they could reach the largest numbers of people at one time the
mormonscormons leased carpenters hall for large missionary meetings and
conferences these meetings were advertised on handbillshandbills and by word
of mouth and were attended by both members and nonmembersmembersnon
carpenters hall was an ideal place to meet because it had a seating
capacity of two thousand people at a cost of two pounds per meeting 33

according to john needham it was a large commodious place with a
gallery at each end 34

church meetings were more than sermons they also provided
opportunities for members to visit each other and to get acquainted with
the apostles and other prominent missionaries from america john
needham wrote about an excursion he took with the apostles during one
conference

I1 went to the zoological gardens with elders brigham young smith
kimball richards pratt turley and clayton we enjoyed ourselves very
much the monkeys were playful and would take anything out of our hands
without seeming afraid the brethren seemed to rejoice together as it was
some time since so many of the quorum met together to enjoy one anothers

35company

on another occasion needham describes a party at the hardman
home

I1 went to mother hardmanshardmannHardmans where several brethren and sisters had met to
join in a feast of pancakes the serving was quite new to me and brother
clift we had to turn our own cakes but unfortunately some went on the
floor we had plenty of illegible to wipe our mouth and give us water we
sang a hymn and the seventies brother clift and myself went to brother
beaches again 36

another characteristic that set the mormonscormons apart was the absence
of a paid clergy this was much different from other denominations
where leadership came primarily from the middle and upper classes As
a result Monnonmormonismism gave many members leadership opportunities that
they would not have had as members of other denominations for
example charles miller a shoemaker was the manchester branch
president in 1843 and john druce an engraver served as president in
1844 both of these men were manual laborers and would not have had
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the opportunity to hold important leadership positions in middle class
churches 37

emigration was another factor that influenced the converts and the
branch although emigration was not a primary motivating factor for
baptism it certainly had a profound effect on converts personal lives and
on the church as a whole because it was the most visible reason why
membership in england decreased during the first two years of the
mission the leadership in britain tried to dissuade members from
emigrating to the united states this was probably due to the fact that
during this time period the saints had been driven from missouri and
were just beginning to establish themselves in illinois it was not until
1841 that the brethren counseled the converts to prepare to emigrate to
zion 3818

emigration was encouraged by the church leadership in editorials
printed in the millennial star and sermons preached at branch and
conference meetings the philosophy guiding church leaders was the
belief that the kingdom of god was not reserved for heaven it was an
earthly institution that was to be established by the saints in an epistle
from nauvoo dated 28 august 1841 the twelve apostles instructed
english converts

all saints who desire to do the will of heaven come to the places of
gathering as speedily as possible for the time is rapidly approaching when
the saints will have occasion to regret that they have so long neglected to
assemble themselves together and stand in holy places awaiting those
tremendous events which are so rapidly approaching the nations of the earth

we recommend to the brethren in england to emigrate in the fall or
winter 39

because of the belief that emigration was the will of heaven
gathering became one of the major tools for the establishment of zion

two factors illustrate the importance and magnitude of migration the
first is that 50 percent of the members who were baptized by 1840 and
did not eventually emigrate to zion were excommunicated from the
church 40 the reasons why these members decided not to emigrate are
not recorded however gathering was clearly an outward sign of
faithfulness to the church the second evidence of the magnitude of the
migration is that by 1860 almost half the population of utah was british 41

since the manchester mormonscormons were representative of the many
members in england these statistics illustrate that it was the ordinary
people from manchester and elsewhere who were doing the extra-
ordinary work of building zion
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although these statistics are obviously incomplete they are still significant because they show that injustunjustin just
numbers alone the british converts had a great impact on the growth of the church



the voyage oftheodtheof the ellen maria 1853

rulon A walker

the ellen maria a good looking craft in the eyes of one of her
passengers lay quiet as a sleeping duck at mosely docks in liverpool
england in early january 1853 from a distance the crosshatch pattern
of her masts and yardarmsyardarms blended with those of other sailing ships into
a forest of bare horizontals and verticals reaching skyward along the
banks of mersey river As a square rigger packet out of the yard of
harrison springer in richmond maine the ellen maria was of modest
dimensions among the ships engaged in carrying converts to the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints over the north atlantic in that year 2

her rated tonnage of768 was third to the lowest of the ten ships chartered
she would carry 332 latter day saints in completing this her third and
last voyage 3

As with dinosaurs sailing ships came in assorted shapes and sizes
packets were built for speed and these strong and sturdy square riggers

were built to fight the seas 4 three naked tree trunks or masts to
which the yards and sails were attached were the basic superstructure
ellen marias hull from the bow to stem measured 150 feet 9 inches at
the widest point her sides were 3333 feet 5 inches apart 5 if the vessel could
have been set down in a comer of a football field with her stem on the goal
line her bow would barely have crossed the midfieldmedfieldmidfield stripe she and a
twin sister ship would have been comfortable side by side between the
sideline and its hash mark

while the ship herself was inert the activity around and aboard her
was abustlearustle liverpool at midcenturymidcentury was a hub of englandsglandsEn maritime
trade her docks were fed by an extensive network of railroads stage
roads and canals the flow of latter day saint emigration had gathered
considerable volume through the missionary work being conducted in
western europe especially in the british isles fawn M brodie declared
in 1853 the mormon missionary system in great britain was an

astonishing force tyg1166 in order for the yearly emigration to reach great salt
lake city utah territory before the snows of early winter blocked the
highlands of wyoming the voyages across the north atlantic had to
begin in the dead ofwinter railroad lines converged at liverpool station

rulon W walker is a retired civil servant living in falls church virginia
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like the arteries of commerce which they were disgorginggorgingdis passengers
and their paraphernalia from the various conferences in england then
scurrying on their return trip it must have been a very picturesque scene
as the trains came smoking in preceded by the shrill atonic warnings of
the steam whistle the audible signature ushered in by the age of steam
and chuffing to a standstill

it was a time of excitement eagerness and mixed emotions
ranging from parting from friends family and lifelong attachments to
village town or shire to high anticipation in going to the new land the
new zion with her opportunities and new uncertainties ahead stowing
luggage and other personal possessions paying for passage and getting
berth assignments occupied the efforts of the passengers who were to
embark on this voyage and their agents the temperance hotel at
number three manchester street was a center of much of this activity

in the interim before sailing daily meetings were conducted at the
saintschapelsaintsSaint sChapelchapel where speakers from among the missionaries assigned to
perpetual emigration fund duty prepared the emigrants for the journey 7

warnings were frequently uttered against such evils as drinking brandy
and falling into temptation along the way especially in st louis 81

A principal topic of the season was the doctrine of celestial marriage
which had been announced the previous august in great salt lake city
at a special early conference called to launch 107 missionaries to
worldwide fields of labor 9 this was the first season to witness the ripple
effect of that announcement in the lives of the emigrants now gathering
in liverpool on 9 january in the evening gathering at the chapel elder
S W richards

made some good remarks on the subject ofpollygamypollygamyof Pollygamy showing the wisdom
of the celestial order and the evils of the present state of society followed
by elder orson spencer on the same subject in his usual plain and simple
manner so that no one could gain say his word for he spoke by the spirit the
house was crowded and sanctioned the address by a hearty amen 10

the ellen maria had been scheduled for departure on 11 january
given fair wind stowing the ship continued on the tenth As provisioning
for the voyage proceeded the ship settled ton by ton inch by inch until
her keel drew nineteen feet of water ship carpenters were busily and
noisily engaged in fitting out the steerage with additional bunk and
baggage spaces for the voyage some of the converts beginning to get
the feel of the ship and their part in it dined and slept on board for the first
time the saints were all merry and during the night some were singing
and others joking we slept several hours and rested well

the work continued on the eleventh and twelfth arranging the
assorted trunks boxes and other luggage and lashing them in place
departure was delayed still another day As frequently happened at
mersey docks the vessel then became windboundwindbound because of the
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prevailing westerlies the saints entertained themselves by playing
music and dancing these weather conditions lasted for several days
the people became restive on the fourteenth elder moses clawson in
charge of the emigrants for this voyage gave orders for the saints to
organize themselves in a company for the time being so that prayers
might be offered up morning and evening A watch bill for the men was
drawn up for the night hours and a cooking schedule was set up which
divided that function into three shifts daily each being allotted two hours
at the stoves elder clawson took the final step in organizing the saints
when he called upon the available elders to be responsible for looking
after the health and wellbeingwell being of their fellow passengers grouping them
according to assigned spaces 12

this occurred on 16 january the voyage began on the following
day at 400 PM As they left the dock all the saints on board were up
on deck waving there hanchefeshanchefes as they sang yes my native land
I1 love thee and the shepherds have raised their sweet warning
voices 13 the vessel was warped from the dock and anchored half a mile
downstream the next momingamorningahomingamormominganinga steamer towed the ellen maria about
sixteen miles into the irish sea and the sails after a few tentative puffs
of air flexed themselves for the first time and the wind took over for the
duration of the voyage

initiation to the ways of the sea was not long in coming high winds
during the first night brought on general seasickness the welsh coast
was sighted but nobody seemed to care much about it nothing
however can halt the beginnings of life sister diggle gave birth to a
baby girl in the afternoon of the twentieth the first of five such occur-
rences on this voyage heavy weather continued the irish mountains
passed quietly to starboard elder clawson ordered gruel for the sick he
himself was probably the most susceptible person on board to mal de
mer as he reported later in his letter of 7 march to samuel W richards
the church agent in liverpool 1I was nearly the whole of the voyage
confined with sickness 4

thus the gallant little ellen maria bearing her tight burden
sensitive to the forces that bound her breasted the waves and the weather
four days out the diarist noted fair wind and swift sailing passed
every ship in sight most beautiful night on the twenty fourth they
logged two hundred miles in twenty four hours then the voyage became
a trial stormy skies lay over their path accompanied by the beat and roar
of high winter winds roughing the seas into mountainous and menacing
threats to the safety of the vessel many of the elders met in the steerage
and prayed for safety high winds continued into the next day the ship
being tossed about like a cork at the height of the storm water got into
the steerage and the hatch had to be covered for a time this left the
passengers in darkness breathing fetid air
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nothing so intensifies our awareness of the passing moment as
being caught up in the throes of nature on a rampage As the ellen maria
continued to struggle to keep from broaching and being swamped
and swallowed whole by the moaning waters the saints and their
possessions the boxes and barrels the satchels trunks and
portmanteaus every family treasure or trinket or tool they had brought
for the new life were being tossed or slammed about the people rolling
and skidding banging into each other or coming up against the
stanchions in such confusion as to defy description there was no
escape no refuge no retreat such a hectic churning world was no fit
place for a mother to bear her young maternity however chooses the
time not the place in these extreme conditions sister bamesB arnes gave birth
to a baby boy mother and child both died during the night and were
buried at sea the next day sewed into a counterpane the bodies
following the rites of maritime commitment were slipped into the water
and tossed about for a while before slowly disappearing a sobering sight
to those on deck

provisions were given out on the twenty eighth the wind having
lessened the sea calm two marriages were performed on the thirtieth
sea and wind continued calm porpoises sporting in the water provided
comic relief to the saints between storms sister kendall brought her
baby girl into the world in the tight confinement of her quarters the next
night the wind blew a gale again the ship making eight or nine knots
having logged two thousand miles in its first fortnight on the water on
1 february having passed the french coast and slipped between the
azores and the spanish coast the ship entered the horse latitudes an
east west band of atlantic water which stretches over two thousand
miles along the thirtieth parallel of north latitude it was a mainstream
of travel its easterly winds providing steady going when they werent
churning up a storm or dying down to a dead calm the intervals between
storm and calm when the skies and wind were fair were a veritable
joyride a cleansing of the body and the spirit when the warmth of
winters sun was a balm to the skin and the mind was free of the grip of
fear at such times ellen maria was a clipper ship bearing her
passengers along effortlessly her sails rounded and taut like matronly
bosoms filled with a benevolent and purposeful wind

sister cornabysmabysCornCo abys autobiographical pen fills in some of the oceans
visual phenomena that entertained the saints during these days

the monster whale now daily seen sends forth a cloud of foam
and dolphins in their rainbow hues quite near the vessel come
the flying fish amuse us as in shoals they fly or leap
and seem at home in air above or in the watry deep
the nautilus spreads its little sail and skims the briny wave
in praise to the creator who their various instincts gave 15
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routines clicked along within the confines of the ship from
morning bugle to evening prayer such minuscule housekeeping as was
possible in the steerage was attended to along with the three daily
cooking shifts at the stoves the social chatter and gossip the care of the
sick the singing and the meetings the frequent preachingspreach ings the random
strains of musical instruments to catch the ear even dancing when
conditions allowed all filled the hours and buoyed the spirits the
calming influence of the elders guiding hand on board was ever present
when the breeze fell off and the ship was becalmed the heat became
oppressive after such an interval on 3 february the brethren prayed for
a change of wind which soon occurred provisions were again issued
favoring winds quickened the ships pace now up to ten knots now
thirteen after prayers on 4 february all hands cleaned under their
berths A sailor fell from a mast to the deck suffering severe lacerations
but no broken bones two days later in response to the sounding of the
bugle the saints gathered in the steerage at three oclock in the afternoon
for their first sacrament meeting since leaving england 16 heads were
bowed as the words of the elder offering the prayer of blessing along
with the rustling of sails and the murmuring of waters brought by the
fresh air from the hatchway were heard fillingthefilling the saints hearts with
peace and solemnity sister diggles baby girl was christened after the
ship afterward some of the saints took tea together in a social
gathering the injured sailor was recovering and was able to take food

the following day 7 february sister caroline finn gave birth to
a boy the weather continued mild in fact it was now getting quite hot
the wind listless when the wind freshened some of the saints were
called upon to help make sail and elder farmer was designated to see
that the places of conveniencewereconvenience were properly cleaned antheontheon the eleventh
brother clawson was taken very sick sightings of traffic included a
distress light at about 10100000 PM but the ellen maria could not get near
on the thirteenth a vessel named coquet approached and through a
speaking trumpet requested provisions it was eighty five days out of
england bound for charleston south carolina and had experienced
extended rough weather the ellen maria had been out only twenty
seven days the captain spared them two barrels of bread and one of
pork 17

the weather turned cold the next day and several of the passengers
were ill those from leicester however chose this occasion to host a
social tea party after evening prayers the wind veered from the south-
east and quickly picked up great force again many feared for the safety
of the vessel with following seas running very high a most dreaded
condition for the mariner the storm raged ripping some sails to shreds
the men turned to with the ships company hauling and pulling on the
ropes to reef the sails after the storm abated the second mate remarked
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that without the extra help the ship and all in it would have gone to hell
little four year old albert read a victim of consumption expired and
was committed to the deep

the wind continued fair the weather very hot typical horse
latitudes sailing on the fifteenth diarist farmer took his turn at the
stoves on the sixteenth the wind picked up members of the bradford
conference entertained some of the elders at a tea party in the afterpart of
the vessel the following day brother clawson arranged a dancing party
on the quarterdeckquarterdeck which lifted the spirits and eased the monotony the
course was now southwest by west ellen maria making ten knots on
the afternoon of 18 february a friday the ship was calculated at nine
hundred miles from new orleans at a position 2740 north latitude and
72 west longitude approaching the bahamas water restrictions were
lifted by captain whitmore some of the saints were ailing and were
administered to by the elders

ushered by a fine morning breeze and morning sister rebbeck
delivered a baby boy on 19 february high winds roughened the sea the
rest of the day and the rolling motion of the ship brought a return
engagement with seasickness two sails were in sight most of the time
at nine that night volunteers were called up again to assist the shipsship s crew
in handling the vessel after the men turned in half a dozen berths broke
down and to hear the cries and the screams of the sisters and the crash
of the wind it was one scene of confusion A northwest wind mounted
and raged for a while on the twentieth causing heavy seas but abating in
midafternoon the sea was calm again on the twenty first and the saints
enjoyed another dance lasting until 800 PM

tuesday morning 22 february was sunny and warm several
vessels were in sight now fourteen sails were counted at 10101111 they
made the first landfall since leaving the coasts of europe the famous
hole in the wall at the tip of great abaco island island ofofAbaque and
were thrilled at the sight ofhouses As the ship rounded the tip at the hole
entering the northwest providence channel a radical change in the
weather occurred the forerunner of a black northern the steady mild
easterlieseasterlies fell off quite suddenly the skies clouded over and the tempera-
ture dropped sharply as an arctic air mass from the northwest rushed in
as if to fill a vacuum 18 the ship was put about to ride out the storm the
amount of sail reduced to near zero and the captain attempted to keep
course in midchannelmidchannel away from the shallows of the grand bahama
Bbankank 19

the morning of the twenty third was a continuation of the wild
weather of the night before the call went out again for help on deck the
storm increased in intensity every hour much of the canvas on the
yardarmsyardarms was ripped like paper these were famous waters that were
tossing the ship about the great bahama bank and the little bahama
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bank between which they were buffeted had been pirate havens a
century before due to the shallows and devious channels which trapped
and grounded pursuit 020O fear assailed the ships company once more
they were now drifting over the grand bahama bank whose sandy
bottom varied from six to thirty feet below the surface 21 to the ellen
maria now out of the channel and out of control this presented a grave
danger the ship was in the greatest peril of the voyage all sails were
furled the anchors were dropped which steadied the vessel somewhat
but the rolling effect of the high seas was intensified by the shallow water
and uneven bottom the saints huddled in the steerage and prayed
constantly for their safety

on the morning of the twenty fourth at 400 AM one anchor
broke loose and was dragging which set the ship to swinging and rolling
violently once more the other anchor followed suit at six oclock
capsizing seemed imminent captain vitNitwhitmoremore took whatever
desperate actions were necessary in attempting to avert disaster but
nothing served to restore the buoyancy of the vessel the heavy seas and
shallow draft combined to keep the ship at a dangerous angle prayers
were fervent that morning sister hannah comabycornabycomaty recounts this terrible
moment in these words

we know that there is danger yet theres potency in prayer
and in this trying moment ask our heavenly fathers care
our spirits feel its soothing power and patiently we wait
the few brief moments which we know must soon decide our fate
the captain for a moment comes inside the cabin door
and in his face we read a look we never saw before
he gazes on the passengers but utters not a word
yet plainly then we learn our fate altho no sound is heard
my husband now comes in his face looks pale but calm
he sits down close beside me takes our babe upon his arm
then seeks with tender loving words to know if im aware
unless jehovahsJehovahs power prevents death must be very near
we tell each other of our hope beyond the reach of death
which will not fail us even though we should resign our breath
and though perhaps all human power is impotent to save
our trust is stayed on him who can control the wind and wave

the wind is hushed the danger past oh how the tidings come
to all who now expect to meet a sudden watery tomb
life comes to us instead of death joy takes the place of grief
but how describe the feeling of the wonderful relief
the vessel righted now her course again can be controlled
and with the morning light the distant coast we can behold 22

shortly afterward the force of the storm was spent and a fair wind
restored navigation As the skies cleared the sails were loosed and filled
needed repairs or replacements effected the anchors shipped and by half
past eight they were underway again as they slipped past the bimini
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islands and entered the florida straits fifty miles east of miami the
captain could now employ bahamian pilotage along the coast by
keeping the blue water of the deep on his right and the green water of the
shallows on his left 23 the spectacular sunset that day was not lost on the
saints as they were waftedwafred along past a lighthouse and more land
making ten knots in the sun the next morning quickened the pulses in the
steerage another landfall at 930 west florida land in sight all day A
wrecked vessel was sighted in the distance having lost all of its masts and
rigging since no distress signal was showing the ellen maria passed by
the next morning a sabbath they sighted several sails as they entered the
gulf of mexico elder farmerfanner and elder wadley celebrated by sporting
about and dousing each other with salt water the heading was northwest
down the home stretch elder clawson called a meeting on the
quarterdeckquarterdeck at eleven the saints partook of the sacrament and elder
kendall spoke for an hour on the plurality of wives elder clawson
announced that he would give a lecture at seven oclock that evening on
the same subject when the meeting convened elder clawson spoke at
great length james farmerfanner noted with few exceptions the saints
appeared to be satisfied

monday the twenty ninth found them sailing down the gulph
with a fair wind about 500 PM a storm struck for an hour and a half
just to keep the saints limbered up and the various wards began taking
inventory of their boxes and belongings preparatory to landing by
1 march several ships were in sight at sundown they arrived at the bar
the delta at the mouth of the mississippi the following day many ships
were in sight 24 several steamers were at work getting a ship off the sands
death claimed its final victims for the voyage little jacob broadhurst
two years old and sister rebbeck who left four small children both
were interred

on the morning of 3 march two steamers the ocean and the
hercules arrived at 430 to take ellen maria in tow after churnchurningchurningupingupup
the waters for an hour and a half they gave it up for the day the following
morning the steamers returned and with a fresh start got the ship under
way but rubbing bottom if barnaclesbarnacledbarnacles itch on the hull of a ship ellen
maria must have felt reborn at having them scraped from her bottom in
this fashion brothers welsh and fannerfarmer went aboard the hercules and
bought some flour plenty of oatmeal and rice and biscuits the ellen
maria was towed as far as pilot city a way point along the 110 miles
from the bar to the port of new orleans once she was anchored the
saints rejoiced at seeing houses and trees and sensing the end of the long
journey at sea A doctor came aboard and examined the saints then a
huckster came alongside with an oyster boat and did a good rushing
business at twenty four for a dollar on the fifth a fine morning again
it was cooking day at 730 the anglo saxon came alongside and took
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the ellen maria and two other vessels in final tow up the delta beautiful
plantation scenery on either side refreshed eyes weary of sun and sea
brother clawson advised after prayers that the saints not go on deck
that many unfriendly people were on the vessels accompanying them A
watch was set for the men that night

sunday 6 march meeting was conducted on the quarterdeckquarterdeck at
eleven oclock baby finn was blessed the lush subtropical scenery
continued to captivate the interest of all they landed at new orleans at
two oclock in the morning on 7 march the forty seventh day out of
liverpool

thus did the voyage of the ship ellen maria finally come to its end
the larger story of course concerns the adventures of the passengers
in the vessel the conclusion of their journeys most of which began
in various parts of england occurred some months afterward on
11 october when they trudged from the mouth of emigration canyon as
the cyrus wheelock company and were welcomed with customary
congratulations by brigham young the interval between arriving in
new orleans and leaving keokuk iowa on 1 june was spent in traveling
in smaller groups at different times by riverboat twelve hundred miles
up the mississippi to st louis the first staging point the second leg was
made up several riverboat trips on up the mississippi to keokuk which
was the final staging area for the overland companies along the mormon
trail in 1853 the several weeks between 7 march and 1 june were
devoted to working in st louis or nearby for some usually the men but
the spiritual bond which had been established in the beginning and
which was the reason for the journeying was nurtured on a continuing
basis with religious services and recreational activities which began
aboard ship the main effort during these weeks was the procurement of
the livestock and paraphernalia essential to making up and equipping the
several companies being organized for the journey that in itself is
another story among the many which were lived out during the years of
the gathering especially those before the iron horse entered the scene
during the late 1860s
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mormon women
in nineteenth century

britain

leonard J arrington

we may begin with a typical story the story of esther ogden
who was bomborn in 11839839 in staley bridge lancashire her mother and
father were proprietors of the angel inn at mottram cheshire one day
when she was about nine mormon missionaries came to the inn for
lodging and food noting the large reception room they asked if they
might hold a meeting there the ogdensagdens told them they might if they were
orderly and did nothing disreputable esther wrote of the subsequent
meeting as follows

the missionaries held their meeting and as our family had their quarters at
the inn we could not help but hear the singing my mother was so enchanted
by the opening song that she crept down the hall where she could hear better
after the singing one of the missionaries gave the prayer mother could
stand it no longer and returned to tell father and us children that she had
never heard such singing or such a sincere prayer from then on the
missionaries were constant visitors and all of our family were baptized into
the church in 1848 2

five years later that is when esther was fourteen the ogdensagdens
migrated to america settled in kaysvillewaysvilleKaysville utah north of salt lake city
and when she was a little older esther married william bosworth
another english immigrant and they had twelve children esther finally
died at age eighty two after a lifetime of caring for her children sewing
dresses and baby jackets and managing her husbands farmfann after his
death of sunstroke

esthers englishness came out in many ways when she was
seventy seven according to her daughter she suffered from a stroke and
never regained the use of her right arm and only partial use of her right
leg she was never able to speak again her daughter wrote except when
she was very angry the paralysis made it hard for her to eat solid foods
so she had eggnogs made with tea three times a day her granddaughter
describes an incident
leonard J arringtonarlington is lemuel redd professor of western history emeritus at brigham young university he is

coauthor with susan madsen of mothersofmothers odtheoftheof ikethe prophets salt lake city deseret book co 1987
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mother thought tea three times a day was not good for her and was telling
me she thought she should flavor the eggnog tea with vanilla instead of tea
the conversation took place in the pantry and grandma who was supposed
to be rather hard of hearing was in the dining room but she heard this and
ifyou ever heard an angry lady who couldnt speak trying to protest that was
it she was very indignant that anyone was plotting to do her out of her tea 3

this comes from the personal history of esther written for her
children shortly before her stroke and with an appendix written by her
daughter and granddaughter afterward it is one of several hundred
personal histories and autobiographies in the church archives in salt
lake city 4

in the two hundred or more diaries and personal histories of the
latter day saint women who lived at least several years in britain before
their migration to the united states or canada very few said much about
their life in britain most of them began their life stories by saying 1I was
bomborn at such and such a place my parents were so and so we were
introduced to mormonism by the elders in such and such a year and we
decided to gather with the saints shortly thereafter at that point they
then tell in great detail about the voyage across the ocean the landing at
new orleans the trip up the mississippi by riverboat and life for a few
months in st louis or florence nebraska the frontier outfittingoutwittingoutfitting point
the narrative proceeds with comments about the trek across the great
plains their arrival in the salt lake valley their early homes how they
made a living in utah their activities and experiences in the church and
so on to the end of their lives

clearly the important thing to all of these people was how they
happened to hear the missionaries how they came to be impressed with
the gospel and their baptism which often occurred very quickly after
first hearing the gospel message sometimes within a day or week after
first hearing the elders it is almost as if they were already converted to
the message the elders brought and when they heard it preached they
quickly recognized it and were ready to make their covenants hardly any
of the personal histories say very much about their lives as children and
young women in britain

nevertheless what we can leamlearn is important A substantial
proportion of the early latter day saints in the american west were
of direct british origin if we exclude the american indians about
70 percent of the adults in utah in the last half of the nineteenth century
were bom in europe about two thirds of these were british and about
one third scandinavian so the influence of the british in LDS history
in the nineteenth century was clearly very important the third president
of the church john taylor was bomborn in westmorland county
england the sixth president of the church joseph F smith was bomborn
of a british mother who came from bedfordshireBedfordshire the ninth president
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david 0 mckay was bom of british parents his father from
scotland and his mother from wales george Q cannon first counselor
under four presidents of the church was a liverpudlian john R winder
first counselor under president joseph F smith was bomborn in kent
charles W penrose second counselor to president smith and first
counselor to president heber J grant was bomborn in london charles W
nibley second counselor to president grant was bomborn in midlothianMidlothian
scotland and britishersBritishers who served as apostles of the church include
john taylor george Q cannon george teasdale charles W penrose
james E talmage and charles A callis many others had british wives
or mothers and of course there were many presidents of the seventies
stake presidents bishops and stake patriarchs that were british

british women were also prominent in church leadership many
british women served in the general presidenciespresidencies of the primary the
young womens mutual improvement association and the relief
society of the church may anderson bom and baptized in liverpool
was editor ofthe childrens friend the churchschurche magazine for primary
children and was secretary of the first general presidency ofthe primary
she was later sustained as a counselor to the first president louie felt
and became the general president after sister felts death serving from
1925 to 1939 matilda morehouse barratt a native of cheshire was also
a counselor to the first general president of the primary and she was
sufficiently respected that one of the original buildings of the LDS
university in salt lake city was called barratt hall four other british
women were members of the primary general board in the nineteenth
century eliza bennion euphemia irvine alice taylor sheets and
eleanor thomas bromley

in the young womens organization ruth may fox bom in
wiltshire was a counselor to martha tingey second general president
of the young women and then became president herself serving from
1929 to 1937 british women serving on the young womens general
board included emma J nield goddard bomborn in lancashire and she
served on the board thirty seven years elizabeth ann claridge mccune
bom in bedfordshireBedfordshire and nellie colebrook taylor bomborn in cheltenham

in the relief society eight british women served on the general
board in the nineteenth century harriet bunting bomborn in norfolk
emma adams empey bomborn at staffordshire elizabeth howard bomborn
in carlow county ireland priscilla paul jennings bomborn in cornwall
mary mitchell pitchforth born at hertfordshireHertford shire rebecca standring
born in northampton elizabeth dufresne stevenson born at st helier
jersey and carrie thomas born at plymouth

and of course there were literally hundreds of british women who
were presidents of ward stake branch and mission relief societies
young womens and primary organizations both in great britain and
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elsewhere and in those days many sunday school presidents and
counselors

perhaps the most energetic of the early converts who remained inin
britain was ann sophia jones rosser she had been bom in raglan
monmouthshireMonmouthshire in 1834 she was baptized when she was seventeen
married at nineteen and served for the next sixty years as a kind of
permanent missionary in south wales and bristol indeed she was
probably the first LDS woman missionary in great britain over the
years she distributed thousands of tracts sold hundreds of books of
mormon distributed meeting notices sang at open air meetings is
credited with having converted scores of persons assisted people who
needed help to migrate to the great basin nursed many people during
epidemics of cholera influenza and other diseases and entertained
several hundred elders including five presidents of the church
john taylor wilford woodruff lorenzo snow joseph F smith and
heber J grant As relief society president she helped organize women
in her conference to relieve distress during world war 1I making clothing
to send to the front visiting hospitals and doing other compassionate and
patriotic service 5

finally the impact of the british on LDS culture was profound
britishersBritishers furnished many of our poets sculptors painters musicians
playwrights and actors the two hymns most sung by latter day saints
were composed by britons come come ye saints composed by
william clayton of lancashire and we thank thee 0 god for a
prophet by william fowler a resident of yorkshire nearly all the
sermons delivered in the tabernacle in salt lake city in the 1850s1950s and
1860s were reported by george D watt of manchester who once lived
in the poorhouse and who proved to be the first person baptized in the
church in britain

in reading the diaries and life histories one is struck with several
important differences between nineteenth century britain and life there
today

first in the nineteenth century the death rate was much higher than
in this century thus a large proportion of the girls growing up in britain
suffered because of the early death of one or both parents for the young
women the death of a parent meant not only loss and grief but also
changes in school home work and friendship many of them were
brought up by a single parent or by a second father or mother an uncle
or aunt or by foster parents some spent years in the poorhouse

for a similar reason many of the girls suffered through the deaths
of little brothers or sisters or neighborhood playmates A heavy
proportion of all the babies died before they were one year of age and of
those who survived infancy about one fourth died before they reached
sixteen so death was an ever present reality the girls and young
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women and older women as well inevitably went through long sieges
of illness smallpox typhoid fever scarlet fever typhus diphtheria
mumps whooping cough and measles

A second difference is that nineteenth century girls grew up in
larger families than we have today many of them grew up in families
with ten or eleven or twelve children and in these diaries there were at
least two families with sixteen children this presented certain problems
for the children as well as for the mothers and fathers

A third difference is that nineteenth century britain was marked by
greater class distinctions than today and many if not most came from
what were called the lower classes some wrote of their family having
a bowl of oatmeal and water as their only sustenance for days on end of
living on a glass of water and two penny loaves per day some women
reported that they were able to enjoy meat and potato pie only on
sundays in most families the father mother and children worked
fourteen hours a day

the poverty no doubt increased their eagerness to migrate and the
church did its best to help them by encouraging them to save a little each
week by organizing emigrating parties renting ships and paying their
passage with funds donated by members in america and by encouraging
the more well to do members in britain to help others migrate the few
wealthy converts generously shared their means with poorer members
and with the church officials making possible the publication of the
book of mormon the millennial star and thousands of tracts and
pamphlets

with respect to education most of the girls did well to learn to read
write and do simple arithmetic sometimes they learned this in sunday
school since day school was often an impossibility many of them did
not read any book but the bible by the time they were grown there were
some instances in which children were prohibited from going to school
because their parents had become mormonscormonsMormons but we must not emphasize
this point too strongly there were a number of highly educated con-
verts and their contributions to the church were noteworthy

because of the poverty of their families if they had one the girls
worked from a very early age in factories in mines or more
commonly as servants in guest houses inns schools or in the homes of
the more well to do they prepared food engaged in spinning and
weaving did farm labor and performed other tasks that would furnish
them a living and a little spending money their work was hard their
hours were long and their living quarters were usually small and poorly
ventilated in the case of a good many they or their fathers or mothers
or all three were fired when their employer heard they had joined the
church not so much because the employer objected but because other
employees would not work alongside them on the other hand their
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church affiliation often brought the only respite from a life of misery and
toil the sunday school young womens groups and relief societies
were often a means of helping them develop themselves so they could
move out of their poverty into a condition that made life bearable even
happy

there were organizations of women latter day saints in britain
even in the 1840s shortly after the first relief society was organized in
nauvoo in 1842 according to documents in the church archives there
were some female societies in 18431843184418451844 1845 and later years one of
their programs was to get the women to donate one penny per week to the
construction of the nauvoo temple the names of those who contributed
were carefully recorded together with the amount and placed in the
book of the law of the lord which is today in the first presidencysPresidencys
vault in salt lake city the first formally organized relief society in
britain was the nottingham branch in 1873 others were soon organized
in other branches the church archives has an 1870s and 1880s minute
book for the glasgow conference relief society

the leadership which they soon demonstrated both in england and
america suggests the wonderful potential that existed among these
people despite their origins in a class society with its traditional and
legal obstacles to opportunity and advancement there was a mush-
rooming growth of talent and leadership ability after their baptisms
people who under traditional institutions would likely have been
humble miners clerks tenant farmers and domesticsdomestico all their lives
became through time conference presidents bishops relief society
presidents leading businessmen mayors of cities and even members of
parliament and united states senators the talent and intelligence was
there all the time it was like the bursting of a seam the opening of a
sealed bottle the unlocking of a door that was what mormonism meant
to many of these people and it was occurring in britain well before they
migrated to america the gospel suddenly gave people hope and
determination new associations and standards to live by that affected
not only their status in the next life but in this life as well abilities which
they were not even aware that they possessed suddenly surfaced in his
book the uncommercial traveller charles dickens tells of his visits to
a group of latter day saints embarking at liverpool he was impressed
with their industry cleanliness and orderliness he called them the pick
and flower of england 6

finally a comment about the reason for their conversion it is
evident that the religions of the day were not satisfying all of the english
people although most of them were moral read the bible believed
devoutly in the teachings ofjesus and prayed earnestly their diaries and
personal histories tell of their discontent and the discontent of their
husbands and parents with existing churches whether church of
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england or nonconformistnon conformist the pastors they wrote were educated in
classical literature greek and roman were sometimes more interested
in books than in parishioners and often felt themselves in a higher class
status their sermons were reported to be more literary than substantive
often bearing no connection with the personal and family problems of the
members and the doctrines they preached did not always appeal the
god they described was incomprehensible incorporeal and inscrutable
unbaptized infants were condemned to hell men and women were
creations of god but not children of god and the human spirit or soul
did not exist prior to conception or birth the diaries and reminiscences
of early LDS women expressed their disappointment as teenagers with
the predominant religious belief in the natural or innate sinfulness of
people because of the sin of adam and eve

dissatisfied with institutional religion a few people especially the
men did not regularly associate with church and occasionally formed
little groups to study the bible advocate its precepts and exercise the
gifts of heaven but even these did not satisfy them

what was it about the LDS message that appealed to them first
the man to man approach of the lay mormon missionaries with their
humbly expressed sincerely felt messages second their belief that the
mormonscormons were more biblically oriented and that the prophesies calls to
repentance and requirements for salvation that they took from the bible
were valid and binding they were particularly impressed by the LDS
view that god is a person a heavenly father that men and women have
a divine potential As apostle paul wrote to the corinthians eye hath
not seen nor ear heard neither have entered into the heart of man the
things which god hath prepared for them that love him 1 cor 2299 7

moreover they were persuaded that the new church had all the proofs of
apostolic power it would survive the doom that would soon fall upon the
unredeemed world it would rescue from that destruction all who
accepted the true gospel and this in a quite literal way by organizing their
migration to a place of safety peace and divine order As with other
pastors and ministers mormon elders exhorted their listeners to follow
the christian moral code to pray to bring up children in the fear of god
and so on but the restored church was unique because it had a special
authority and a new conception of the kingdom of god

there are some final observations about the differences between
these convert immigrants from britain and women converts from
america or from the continent by and large the british women were
less submissive more spunky more willing to stand up and assert
themselves than american women one welsh woman nearly seventy
walked forty two miles to attend a conference at merthyr tydfil in 1845

they were also surprisingly articulate even the uneducated ones
theytheywerewerewere more expressive than the average american LDS convert
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more apt to write letters and diaries they were also very candid in their
diaries and letters they did not hold back on their complaints and
occasional grumbles

third they tended to be politically active they were insistent on
defending their rights indignant at the slurs of their anti mormon
enemies and less passive in overlooking unfair treatment one gets the
impression that the majority of the LDS women working to improve the
status ofwomen in the united states were immigrants from britain they
seemed to recall their british heritage with pride especially the
protection of civil rights which many felt was honored more in england
than in the united states

fourth and unforgettably although they migrated willingly even
ardently they still missed their homeland many of them found they
could express their feelings of nostalgia and longing only in poetry in
such handwritten poems some of them really very good there is frequent
mention of the flowers trees and birds of the villages where they grew
up and lived scots for example frequently mention how they missed the
hawthorn tree a tree associated with the songs of robert bums and
having an almost sacred connotation for scots despite their tender
feelings toward their homeland however none of them expressed regret
for joining the church for migrating or for the adjustments they had to
make in the new land As one person wrote could I1 begin it again with
my present light and knowledge and present feeling and with a noble and
beloved being to stand by my head I1 would rejoice to go through much
for the kingdom of god 8

in short the LDS women in nineteenth century britain were highly
praiseworthy people their british value system as reinforced by the
gospel and their personal righteousness gave them an aura of
blessedness of working to build the kingdom of god

let me conclude the paper with representative biographies of three
women whose stories illustrate the strength of the spirit among LDS
converts the hand of the lord in some of their conversions and the
problems they faced as they sought to live the standards and admonitions
of the gospel

RUTH MAY FOX

ruth may was bom in 1853 in westbury wiltshire 9 her father was
a miner and factory worker of very little schooling but he loved to read
the bible and had a good memory her mother also not well schooled
was of a religious nature and there were ministers in her family when
ruth was just a baby her parents were baptized members of the church
shortly thereafter when ruth was only sixteen months old her mother
died of childbirth complications her father who was active in the local
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branch of the church and wanted ruth to grow up as a latter day saint
had difficulty finding someone sympathetic to the church to take care of
her sometimes ruth lived with relatives sometimes with friends she
lived in seven different homes before she was eight for one brief period
she lived with her grandmother may who lived in bradford on the avon
ruth always remembered the lovely swans floating on the river and the
great broad fields of buttercupsbuttercups daisies primrosedprimrosesprimroses and cowslips once
she was sent upstairs carrying a candle in her hand and the first thing she
knew she was running to the top of the stairs screaming grandmother
my head is on fire grandmother ran quickly upstairs and extinguished
ruths blazing hair with her bare hands from that time on one side of
ruths hair was always more difficult to manage than the other

of course ruth was sent to school where she was apparently a little
rambunctious nevertheless the most enduring memory was learning a
song about jesus

I1 think when I1 read that sweet story of old
when jesus was here among men
how he called little children like lambs to his fold
I1 should like to have been with him then

I1 wish that his hands had been placed on my head
that his arms had been thrown around me
that I1 might have seen his kind look when he said
let the little ones come unto me

yet still to his footstool in prayer I1 may go
and ask for a share in his love
and if I1 thus earnestly seek him below
I1 shall see him and hear him above 10

ruth may wrote of her sense ofpride as a child her father she was
proud to tell children of the neighborhood was a gentleman this was
evidenced by the fact that when he came to visit her he was usually
dressed in his sunday best which meant a silk hat patent leather shoes
and perhaps a cane and if he was thus so obviously a gentleman people
should curtsy as they passed him

when she was eight her father decided she was old enough for him
to become her guardian and teacher of manners so he took her to
yorkshire where he worked which was about two hundred miles from
wiltshire there they boarded with a mrs saxton a latter day saint who
had a daughter clara almost the same age as ruth ruth and clara became
fast friends lacking a nearby LDS branch they went together to church
of england sunday school and each week with the fathers approval
committed to memory pages from an instruction book and used one of
their prayer books

ruth and clara had many tasks to perform besides schoolwork
they carried lunch to her father and carried water and groceries to the
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saxton home by the time she was ten ruth had learned to carry a bucket
of water or a stone of flour fourteen pounds british on her head but
she most enjoyed what she called doing pieces reciting poems and
stories in the grocery shop at socialssociats attended by the minister and on
sunday school outings she was now old enough to attend community
celebrations the first of which for her was guy fawkes day by putting
in a halfhalfpennypenny people would gather in groups build bonfires and have
what she called jollification

all was not play of course ruth was taught to sew knit and
crochet most of her evenings were spent making knots of black thread
by the light of a small candle the laws ofengland used to permit children
to work in the factories when eight years old but in ruths day children
could only work a halfdayhalf day until they were thirteen ruth wanted to do
this but her father contemplating the trip to america would not grant
his permission instead she washed dishes scrubbed and scoured the
stone floors and polished the furniture sometimes she and clara went
into the broad green fields to gather blackberries from the hedges
bordering the fields after a rain the mushrooms were thick and the girls
filled their little pails with them sometimes they gathered nettles to
make beer with and went home with many stings thus they had a chance
to wander in the green lanes for which england is so famous

once ruth and clara went with mrs saxton to visit some of the
saxton relatives in armley a little city near leeds they went to what
ruth called the most wonderful party she had ever attended where they
had great crystal bowls overflowing with oranges apples grapes and
other fruits As the lady passed the fruit around a second time ruth
automatically said no thank you because that was how she had been
trained but when she saw others eating she went to the bowl and helped
herself this was something that was not done ruth reports A nice lady
came and told me that was naughty you should never help yoyourselfurselL

on one of these trips she stayed all night and next morning was
given two pence half penny for train fare but as I1 wanted to keep my
money wrote ruth 1I walked home a distance of seven miles it was
a lovely road she said but she hadnt realized how dangerous it might
have been

finally in 1865 when she was twelve her father was ready to go
to the promised land her father would also emigrate mrs saxton and
clara he would marry mrs saxton after they reached america and
clara would now be in actual fact ruths sister after three weeks they
landed at castle gardens then went to philadelphia where ruths father
married claras mother the girls worked in a cotton mill for a while and
then worked as domesticsdomestico in nearby homes

they crossed the great plains in 1867 and settled in parleys
canyon east of salt lake city her father worked at brigham youngs
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woolen mill and ruth in a nearby cotton factory they later worked in a
factory in ogden ruth later married jesse W fox jr and they had a
large family some of whom are still alive

ruth began working in the churchechurchs YWMIA office in 1914 and
worked there until retiring in 1937 her husband died in 1928 she was
active in politics one of the organizers of the republican party in utah
auditor of the national council for women treasurer of the utah woman
suffrage association member of the board of the deseret agriculture
and manufacturing society her church responsibilities included
counselor in ward primary president of the ward YWMIA member of
the YWMIA general board first counselor to general president
YWMIA 1905 29 and general president of the young women
1929 37 she wrote the poem carry on which was set to music for the
church centennial in 1930 she visited england for the centennial of the
british mission in 1937 and lived until 1958 almost 105 years she
was a resourceful witty and hardworking product of britain

PATIENCE LOADER ROZSA ARCHER

patience loader was already twenty eight when she left england
so her personal history has a lot to say about her life there before she left I111I1

she was bomborn in 1827 at aston Rrowantprowantowantawant oxfordshireOxfordshire the fourth in a
family of thirteen four boys and nine girls her parents lived on the estate
of sir henry lambert her father being the head gardener it was a
beautiful place with flowers trees water and lovely playgrounds her
father had a home and plot of ground for his own family and he was able
to give each child a spot of ground to plant whatever they wanted they
had everything in the yard for their amusement so they spent nearly all
their time on their own property on sunday they attended sunday
school and worship at a church of england chapel they were taught to
pray patience had a happy childhood

at the age of seventeen patience thought she should go out to earn
her own support so she went to a nearby village and worked for one year
receiving a salary of one pound and ten shillings for the entire year she
took time for a brief visit home after the year and then went to london
where she worked as a housekeeper seamstress and later as
chambermaid at a hotel

while in london she heard about the mormonscormonsMormons indeed a friend of
hers told patience that her parents patiences parents had joined the
church but patience could not believe it so she wrote home saying 1I
suppose they the mormonscormonsMormons think they are better than other people as
they call themselves saints she went home for a visit and while there
was converted and baptized when she returned to her work in london
she converted two of her girlfriends but people jeeredjeeped at her and she was
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finally discharged from employment she finally got work looking after
the invalid wife of general william turner after mrs turners death
patience stayed at the generals home to look after him but when her
parents decided to emigrate to america in 1855 the general thought it
was properforhertoproper for her to go with them and so in december 1855 afterelevenafter eleven
years in london she and her parents three sisters and two brothers and
their families departed from liverpool two other sisters were to leave
the following summer with their families and one sister had left a year
earlier and now lived in springvilleSpringville utah two brothers and two sisters
remained in england and did not join the church

the loaders were eleven weeks on board the john boyd and had the
usual storms and tossingstossings on one fearful occasion patience beheld a
vision of the savior who spoke to her saying fear not you shall be
taken over safely after that although one of her nieces died during the
crossing patience had no anxiety

they arrived in new york city in february 1856 and obtained
employment patience worked in a coat factory after several weeks
the loaders went on to nebraska to join a handcart company their
experience in the handcart crossings was not pleasant because of an
early snowfall but they were the beneficiaries of a massive rescue effort
by saints from salt lake city they arrived in the salt lake valley on
30 november 1856 almost a year after leaving liverpool

in utah patience married john rozsa a united states soldier who
had joined the church when john was assigned to go to washington
DC on the outbreak of the american civil war in 1861 patience who
by now had a baby girl went with him there she cooked for a group of
soldiers at the end of the war in 1866 her husband who by now had
heart and lung trouble took his little family and headed west
unfortunately he died on the way at fort kearney nebraska As
patience now a widow headed on for utah with her three boys some
indians came to camp she was told by the captain not to give them
anything but she had been used to giving them food when she lived in
utah so she gave them some anyway the indians said wheres your
man patience said gone the indian ppattedattedeted her on the shoulder and
asked mormon squaw she replied yes he said good squawssquads
mormonscormonsMormons

patience worked in mining camps as a cook and after ten years
remarried this time to john archer she enjoyed life with her children
they enjoyed parties and dances always had refreshments which she
furnished popcorn molasses candy doughnuts and apples she was
active in the local ward as a teacher relief society president primary
YMMIA and sunday school officer A woman of strong faith she had
many spiritual experiences she learned to play the organ after she was
eighty she finally died in pleasant grove utah in 19211921 at the age of 94
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she left a fine posterity and one of her grandsons was recently president
of the los angeles temple

MARY ANN WESTON MAUGHAN

mary ann weston was bomborn in the parish of corse near corse hills
gloucestershireGloucestershire 12 her father who had been bom in worcestershire was
a watch and clockmaker and also a grower of herbs both of mary anns
parents were from substantial middle class families what mary ann
called the high gentry they were tall fine looking people she wrote
and prominent in their church and in local business circles mary ann
grew up knowing and being treated kindly by local tradespeople the
parson and farmers her father was a leading member of the wesleyan
methodists at corse lawn and led the congregational singing

mary ann attended wesleyan sunday school regularly and
became a teacher when she was fifteen they had their own prayer
meetings monday evenings and were sincere in trying to live the religion
they professed

mary ann had many memories of her childhood telling us much
about england in 1830 there was the neighborhood friend who came
down with typhus and had the quarantine placed on her house the
mother subsequently died leaving behind eight children there was the
neighboring carpenter who stole the westons gate and was caught
carrying it to his home there was the neighboring farmer who lost a large
flock of young geese and the person taking them left a note tied on the
neck of an old gander left behind thanking the owner for the booty and
expressing confidence that he could duplicate the trick the next year the
police thought leaving the note was too impudent so they investigated
and decided that the guilty party was a family normally regarded as very
pious living not far away who held worship services for their faith in
their home every sunday when the police went one sunday afternoon
with a search warrant they sat quietly with the congregation until the
service was concluded then arrested the father and son and found in one
of the rooms all the missing ducks and chickens dressed for market

it is clear from her history of living in their country home that their
days and evenings were full driving to the store in cheltenham it took
two hours by horse and buggy driving to leedsburyLeeds bury to buy and so on
when her mother went to work mary ann stayed home to care for the
children for she would not leave them with the servants on other days
mary ann went with her father or with her brothers

in the year of 1837 38 when she was twenty mary ann went to
live with a friend of hers in leigh in lancashire to learn dressmaking and
millinery she stayed a year was treated well and found the training very
helpful to her in the years that followed
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in the spring of 1840 when mary ann was twenty three william
jenkins who had married the girl mary ann learned dressmaking from
was visiting some friends in herefordshireHerefordshire and happened to hear wilford
woodruff preach he was impressed heard additional sermons and was
baptized upon his return he told his wife and mary ann about the new
gospel and they soon invited elder woodruff to their home mary ann
was the only one in the house when he came mary annarm wrote

he sat by the fire and soon commenced singing shall I1 for fear of feeble
man the spirits course in me restrain brother jenkins had told us that he
mr woodruff had left his home in america crossed the sea and came to

preach this gospel to the people of england while he was singing I1 looked
at him he looked so peaceful and happy I1 thought he must be a good man
and the gospel he preached must be true there was a small society of
united brethren in this place I1 think they all joined the church and
emigrated to nauvoo

mary annarm goes on

soon as the people were baptisedbaptizedbapti sed the persecution comencedcommencedcomenced one
sunday afternoon while some were being baptisedbaptizedbapti sed a man threw a dog in the
pond saying he would baptise the dog there was a man standing near me
that had walked 8 or 10 miles that morning to be baptisedbaptizedbapti sed he had a bundle
of clothes in his hand I1 saw a man from the other side of the pool come up
to him and asked to borrow the clothes they were willingly lent the man
went away put them on was baptisedbaptizedbapti sed and returned them and brother ruck
carried them home wet he afterwards joined the church and we have
laughed about his carrying his clothes so many miles and not using them
brother woodruff baptisedbaptizedbaptised mrs hill hannah simonds now M phillips of
kaysvillewaysvilleKaysville and myself at midnight in the pond in the centre of the village
we could not be baptisedbaptizedbaptised in the daytime on account of persecution

the next summer and winter having finished her apprenticeship
mary ann went back to her family and as before she went away
she worked for her father in his traveling and also did some business
of her own sewing for her family and for others she did much of the
housework

her family did not obey the gospel but they did not oppose mary
ann she attended all the meetings she could often walking many miles
alone to and from them one shipload of saints had gone to nauvoo from
gloucester and another was about to leave she says she attended a tea
meeting at dymock near leedsburyLeedsbury on 18 may 1840 which was a
monday there she saw a brother john davis of tirely gloucestershireGloucestershire
nearby baptized and then on the bank of the pond where they were

baptizing ordained a priest mary ann became engaged to him he was
a cooper and carpenter by trade they were married on joseph smiths
birthday 23 december 1840 in gloucester by a clergyman of the church
of england they went to tirely to live and were very happy they were
visited by elder woodruff willard richards and other elders who held
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many meetings in their home they were frequently disturbed by anti
mormon mobs on one such occasion the mob attacked mary anns
husband knocked him down and kicked him he was bruised internally
and a short time later he died

alone despondent full of grief and sorrow mary ann decided to
gather with the saints in nauvoo she realized enough from the sale of
her husbands carpenters and coopers tools and some of her dressers
and dinner dishes and other furniture and utensils to pay her passage and
board to nauvoo her farewell meeting with her family was very
difficult it was a period of anguish and heartache since there was little
chance she would ever see any of them again 1I left all that was near and
dear to me she wrote to travel some thousands of miles alone and cast
my lot with the people of god

her diary says much about traveling on the harmony a sailing
vessel with a friendly captain who was going to quebec for lumber
there were storms and near disasters but the ship had a friendly crew and
passenger group and the experience was pleasant after two months at
sea they arrived in quebec took a steamer to st john canal boat to
buffalo and horse drawn carriage to kirtland ohio after seven weeks
there mary ann joined a group going to nauvoo among those with the
group going to nauvoo was peter maughan a convert from cumberland
a county in north england who had been baptized in 1838 and ordained
an elder but whose wife had died in 1841 as he and she were planning
to migrate to nauvoo peter was left with five small children ranging in
age from two to ten peter proposed to mary ann she accepted and they
were married almost immediately and settled in nauvoo mary ann of
course raised his children along with eight she subsequently had by
brother maughan

they lived in nauvoo until the saints were expelled from there
then worked in coal and lead mines for four years and finally made the
trek west in 1850 they eventually settled in cache valley in northern
utah and southern idaho where peter maughan was presiding bishop
and mary ann was president of the stake relief society bishop
maughan even named one of the towns in southern idaho after her
weston which is right next to whitney where president ezra taft
benson was bomborn and grew up shortly after mary anns eighth child was
bomborn bishop maughan died probably of pneumonia for the next thirty
years mary ann reared her large family made countless visits to the sick
and the poor delivered babies prepared deceased persons for burial
comforted mourners and gave people medicine she died in 1901 at the
age of eighty four she was a wonderfully intelligent and spirited woman
and left a marvelous heritage

there are many other select sisters one could tell about there was
hannah tapfieldtanfieldTapfield king who grew up among the classic shades and
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bowers of cambridge a poet essayist and philosopher mother of ten
author of four books and countless poems and articles who joined the
church at age forty two after hearing about it from her dressmaker with
her family she migrated to the salt lake valley in 1853 four years after
her baptism and became part of the intellectual community in utah 1I
have lived in two worlds she wrote near the end of her life the actual
and the ideal the latter she added gave me the poetry I1 needed to
fill my soul 13

there was margaret mcneil of scotland who did not have the
opportunity of schooling but nevertheless did a creditable job of teaching
herself she cared for her little brothers and sisters as they all migrated
to the salt lake valley and then she married henry ballard another
british immigrant and they eventually had eleven children her husband
was bishop of their ward in logan for thirty nine years and she was
president of the relief society for thirty years one of her sons was
melvin J ballard an apostle and one of the great preachers of the
restored church apostle russell ballard is her great grandson 14

finally let me mention isabella hales of kent who migrated early
enough to the states to have met the prophet joseph smith on shaking
hands with him she wrote 1I received the holy spirit in such great
abundance that I1 felt it thrill my whole system from the crown ofmy head
to the soles of my feet I1 thought I1 had never beheld so lovely a
countenance nobility and goodness were in every feature she wrote
isabella married joseph home my wifescifes great grandfather and bore
fifteen children including three sets of twins and that same tradition
continued in my wifescifes family harriets father and mother also had three
sets of twins isabella eventually became general treasurer of the relief
societies of the church helped to found the first LDS hospital in utah
and was regarded next to eliza R snow as the chief organizer among
women in the west 15

these were all admirable persons worthy of our remembering
them the gospel is a great school a testing ground for us all a means of
attaining true happiness in this life and exaltation in the world to come
may we all prove worthy and valiant

NOTES
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publishing a book of mormormonmon poetry
the harp ofofzionzion

thomas E lyon

in 1848 james brady a poor irishman living in scotland was
baptized into the LDS church five years later he still was well
acquainted with poverty but with the help of the perpetual emigrating
fund was able to heed church counsel to flee babylon and emigrate
to AamericaMerica en route to zion while in st louis missouri he wrote
to friends in scotland recalling the tight financial circumstances
surrounding his departure when I1 left glasgow I1 had 5 shillings and I1
gave 3 shillings and sixpence in liverpool for the harp of zion 1 I1 his
grand sum of five shillings at departure would have equaled about one
dollar and twentyfivetwenty five cents in united states money yet he paid
seemingly squandered more than two thirds of his total savings to buy
a single volume ofpoetryof poetry what influences acted upon destitute brady
and thousands of other poor LDS saints causing them to lay out scarce
and needed savings to purchase a single book of poems early mormon
leaders placed such a high value on poetic expression of the principles of
the restored gospel that church funds were used to pay for the publication
and distribution costs of the first book of LDS poetry by purchasing the
harp of zion james brady was participating in both a material and
spiritual activity that would he was assured aid his eternal salvation

in 1856 european mission president franklin richards placed one
more must for mormonscormonsMormons on the pocketbooks of the saints

it is the duty and privilege of the saints to procure and study the poetical
works of the church that their authors may be encouraged and the spirit of
poetry may be cultivated in the bosoms of the readers by the thoughts that
speak and words that bum on each page when man can be taught principle
in the beautiful language of poesy the affections of the heart are purified
the soul aspires to ennobling deeds and the judgementjudgement is better directed in
performing them 2

now besides paying tithing contributing to the salt lake temple
donating to the perpetual emigrating fund purchasing the millennial
star and supporting the traveling elders saints were expected to buy

thomas E lyon is a professor of spanish and chairman of the department of spanish and portuguese at
brigham young university
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the poetical works of the church and then of all things study them
richards affirmed the purposes of this LDS poetic endeavor 1 to
encourage the authors 2 to cultivate the spirit ofpoetry and 3 to teach
gospel principles in poetic language when these purposes are met by

faithful saints richards claimed 1 the heart is purified 2 the soul
aspires to ennobling deeds and 3 judgment is led to wiser actions all
of these benefits were promised to members resulting from the
thoughts that speak and words that bum in LDS poetry

since the late 1830s LDS newspapers and periodicals often
featured a poem or hymn giving it a prominent place on the front or last
page the first issue of the millennial star in 1840 carried a poem
eliza R snow thomas ward and a few others frequently published
original contributions usually occasional poetry written at the death of
a prominent person or the celebration of an important event church
newspapers in missouri and nauvoo as well as the star from liverpool
followed this common nineteenth century practice of treating readers to
a homegrownhomegrown poem ifno church member submitted a creative piece the
journal editor borrowed an appropriate poem from another newspaper
or current anthology

in march 1844 john lyon 1803 89 joined the LDS church in
kilmarnockKilmklimamock scotland although he had not mastered reading and
writing skills until he was past age twentyfivetwenty five by 1844 he had already
worked for seven newspapers in ayrshire scotland assisted in com-
piling anthologies of local poetry and published several poems in county
papers his rough writing pre mormon friends recalled that he aspired
to be a poet but was a rather irreverent saul among the prophets after
baptism into the new apparently heretical faith lyon found it difficult
to get his poetry published in scotland the Milmiimillenniallemial star however
was eager for mormon verse lyons poetry quickly changed from the
usual romantic emphasis on nature self and exaggerated emotion to
praise andjoyannjoyand joy for his newfound faith on 15 november 1845 the star first
published apoemaprem by lyon man a rambling philosophical treatise
comparing humankind and nature from this date lyons poetry
regularly appeared in the official church journal nearly forty poems in
the star reached thousands of readers in great britain and north
america

lyon became the unofficial poet laureate of mormonism in great
britain his small home in kilmarnockKilmklimamock already crowded with a dozen
children served as an aesthetic haven for passing church dignitaries
levi richards and his nephews samuel W and franklin D richards all
record delightful evenings spent in the lyon home singing and
talking hearing and reciting poetry participating in demonstrations
of mesmerism hypnosis and phrenology 4 on 1 december 1847
lyon and samuel richards even traveled to the nearby birthplace of
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robert bums authorities who visited with the lyon family nearly
always described the stay in more positive happy terms than visits with
other local leaders in great britain they took time for aesthetic inspira-
tion and stimulation the millennial star soon began referring to lyon
as the scottish bard a somewhat pretentious but frequently used term
his fame spread to america where john taylor 5 eliza R snow 6 and
others penned praising verses to him As the number of lyons poems in
the star grew so did his fame with mormon leaders in january 1849
orson spencer wrote to orson pratt

among the worthy contributors to the star I1 shall not be deemed invidious
to name distinctly and prominently our highly esteemed brethren elders
lyons and mills their genius in the poetic department and the devotedness
of their productions to the service of god and his people deserve the
fostering care of all the saints who love the high praise of god in sacred and
commemorative songs the excellent songs and hymns of our poets preach
with unmistakable melody and power and the gifts of the sweet singers of
israel will doubtless be both honored and perfected in future worlds 7

lyon the most published of these sweet singers of israel quite
logically conceived of publishing an entire volume of his poems while
lyon was serving a three year mission in england president orson pratt
encouraged him to gather and publish his scattered verse the idea and
lyons hope for fame grew however on 24 july 1851 he wrote his
mission supervisor levi richards that 1I have entirely given up the idea
of publishing my poems as my means are not adequate 8 lyons
dynamic young apostle friend franklin D richards however had a
plan richards had been a major mover in organizing the perpetual
emigrating fund when he replacedhereplaced orson pratt as european mission
president in january 1851 he implemented the cost sharing program
which would allow many of the poorer european saints to emigrate
lyon or richards saw an opportunity and suggested that the proceeds
from a book of mormon poetry be donated to the perpetual emigrating
fund rather than to the author the initial costs of publication would be
funded by the liverpool office of the church the office would handle the
sales and return profits to the altruistic fund

in late 1851 richards recorded that spent this day writing to
john lyon permitting him to dedicate his book of poems to me 9 with
this nearly official church approval lyon began an eight month task of
collecting his scattered manuscripts rewriting many poems recopyingcopyingre
thirty two compositions already published in the star and writing scores
of new lyric pieces in september 1852 he delivered 105 handwritten
poems to friend and new mission president samuel W richards in
liverpool lyon then continued by train to london where a young
convert frederick piercy sketched his portrait for the frontispiece of the
soon to be published book lyon suggested the name harp ofofzionzion for
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the collection an indication of the mormon content ofmost of the poetry
A month after he submitted the manuscript the star announced

theharp ofzion is the title of avolume of poetry by elderjohnelmerjohnelderEldeeidereiderJohnjohn lyon which
is now in press and will shortly be ready for sale it will be beautifully
printed with fine clear type on superfine paper and bound in a superior
manner we have no hesitation in saying that it will surpass in appearance
any work which has hitherto been issued from this office 10

for a man who did not master basic reading and writing until in his
midtwentiesmidtwenties the publication of a handsome volume of poetry was pure
literary ecstasy S W richards had chebookthebookthe book printed by J sadler of
liverpool a publisher who did regular work for the church sadler
lyon and richards all took pride in the obvious fact that the book was
well stitched fine cloth covered boards elegantly decorated with

designs in gold it contained 223 pages of fine paper well trimmed and
gilt edged richards had ordered 5100 copies the actual count after
binding was 5148 bound with four different covers

US
no of copies binding expected sale price equivalent

3881 regular cloth 2 shillings 6 pence 62.6262
917 cloth extra gilt 3 shillings 6 pence 87.8787
300 morocco gilt 6 shillings 6 pence 1.62162162

50 superior edition 6 shillings 6 pence 1.62162162

5148 total

in a time when poverty and illiteracy were serious daily realities for many
british converts 5148 books of mormon poetry presented a major
marketing problem even in the 1980s it is rare for a publisher to print
such a large first edition of a new poet richards had taken an obvious
gamble but in characteristic nineteenth century mormon fashion was
thinking big

production expenses of the book included printing correcting
plates printing fifty copies on superior paper engraving and printing the
portrait of the author binding eleven pounds to piercy for the portrait
some postage and the cost of five copies sent free to the british
museum total production costs amounted to 379 pounds or
approximately 1895 US dollars at the time 12 if all the volumes of
poetry were to sell at suggested prices the clerk calculated that 607
pounds would accrue to the perpetual emigrating fund a net profit of
228 pounds or 1150 overoverprintingprinting costs many poor saints would thus
be helped on their way to zion

the millennial star regularly reminded its readers to buy the book
of poems nobly donated by the author to the perpetual emigrating
fund those who purchased would be aiding one of the most
philanthropic glorious and godlikegod like enterprises pertaining to this last
dispensation 13 another gentle urging a few weeks later hailed the
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talented author his praiseworthy and godlikegod like object of gathering the
lords poor and admonished that no true saint will be satisfied to be
destitute of a copy 14 yet despite the gloriously positive adjectives and
promises sales moved slowly considering that the average factory
worker or weaver of 1853 made less than one shilling a day about
twentyfivetwenty five US cents the book was rather expensive three to seven
dayswagesdays wages for one volume of poetry by 30 june 1854 a year and a half
after publication 979 copies had been purchased by members in great
britain 15 surprisingly a higher percentage of the cloth gilt the type
james brady purchased and morocco gilt had sold than the cheaper
edition an indication that members were purchasing it for its appearance
on a shelf as much as for its poetic content

eight years after publication when george Q cannon took the
reins of the european mission presidency he inventoriedinventoriesinventoried books in stock
and found nearly 3400 volumes of the harp ofofzionzion still on hand only
1765 had been sold 16 clearly the church did not realize expected profits
for the perpetual emigrating fund john lyon was not the only poet with
a large backlog of books in 1856 three years after the harp ofofzionzion
appeared and while franklin D richards was once again heading up the
european mission the church published eliza R snows poems
religious political historical the total number printed was reduced
but during the three years prior to cannons inventory only nineteen
copies had sold 17 even this highly visible starlet ofofmormonismmormonism ran into
the reality of low readership and few purchasers cannon cratedcerated up many
of snows remaining 2590 volumes and 3404 of the harp and sent them
to church headquarters an 1864 advertisement in the deseret news
notes that both books were on sale at the deseret book store and bindery
the harp sold for

cloth loo1.00100
cloth gilt 1251.25125
morocco gilt 2252.25225

which is approximately thirty eight US cents higher per volume than
costs in great britain 18 the works apparently sold better in zion at
lyons death in 1889 the millennial star observed that thousands of
copies of the harp ofzion are to be found scattered through the homes
of utah 199

church leaders took pride in pointing to these two volumes of
poetry on 13 AugustlAugustaugustiaugust1857augustl8571857857 john lyon participated in the laying of the
cornerstone for the salt lake temple the uncertainty of the temples
future did not impede the ceremony in which the principal writings of the
latter day restoration were preserved in a large metal box modem
scriptures translations a few select journals hymnbookshymnbooks deseret gold
coins and two books of poetry lyons harp and snows poems
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were selected for inclusion further proof that church authorities saw
great value in preserving an artistic as well as a spiritual heritage 2010

lyon divided the 104 poems in the harp into four categories
poems sonnets songs and hymns the fifty eight poems are an assorted
collection of early verses reflections on his missionary work in
worcester 1849 51 and deep exultationsexaltations in the all encompassing
gospel of the LDS church eighteen tightly structured sonnets deal with
general topics always tempered by the light of mormonism faith
lust regret and obedience are four excellent examples ofpoetic

composition the third section comprises sixteen songs really poems
which could be sung to popular scottish tunes the lass oGlen0 oglensheeglensheeGlengienshee
the ivy green etc the words to most of these songs reflect LDS goals

or activities mountain dell song ofofzionzion mormon triumph A
few are light almost jocose likely written before lyon joined the
church ten hymns make up the final section seven of these hymns were
already in print in the 1851 LDS hymnal lyons young apostle friend
franklin D richards had put the new hymnal together the ninth edition
in an attempt to replace about sixty hymns with more appropriate
ones 21 lyon is clearly the most represented author in the hymnal none
of his hymns had been previously published in the millennial star
richards likely solicited them from lyon for the new hymnal each
hymn deals with a specific event or ordinance marriage blessing the
sick confirmation most of these hymns remained in subsequent editions
of LDS hymnals until 1927 two survived until 1948 keeping lyons
name before mormonscormons each time they opened their hymnbookshymnbooks

A few examples from the harp ofofzionzion reveal the poetic intensity
and deep conviction of the author others show his humor and delight in
life nile washburnWashbum after an extensive study of early mormon poetry
concluded that lyons poem the apostate was easily the best LDS
poem of the nineteenth century 22

THE APOSTATE
A fragment

I1 knew him ere the roots of bitterness
had grown to putrid cancer in his soul
then revelations light gleamed oer his mind
in strange fantastic dreams of future bliss
he saw the dawn and this was quite enough
for speculations visionary claim
precocious in a day from childhood to
A man he grew a giant of his kind
until his head was in the clouds and there
he saw the mysteriesmystriesmystries of the aerial world
all knowledge ere it was revealed he knew
the knotty points in scripture he could solve
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by presto touch of talismanic wand
and patriarch like had the discerning gift
to know the ancient seeds of israels race
the spirits of all men he could discern
and oft through speculations vain conceit
he did interpret to indignation
and raised the fouler passions of a few
while some admired in sycophantic phrase
that made the humbler of the saints to blush
the gathering was his constant theme for he
had dreamed of golden gates and pearly walls
and palaces and ghostly saints at ease
reclining neath the palm trees shade at noon
and so he left to seek this fairy land
uncounselled in his own imaginings
but ah he thought not of the fiery path
where persecution poverty and death
await the just ere they can sing the song
of ransomdransomsransomd ones by suffering perfect made

thus full of noveltysnovel tys romance he found
the city of the saints and with it all
the stemsternstemnstemm realities of life his hope
like morning mist evaporated quite
and with it all his dreams of phantom bliss
which nightly picturdpicturepicturd out elysian fields
woods lawns and bowers and wizard winding streams
by crystal founts and cool refreshing groves
amazed beyond description to rehearse
he tried to reconcile his blasted hopes
when he beheld the toiltolltolitoilwornwomwornworm sons of god
rolling the stone of joseph pondrouspoidrouspondrous grown
still dis affections deadly venomed sting
withered his schemes till every sense became
corrupt and dead he neither saw nor felt
nor heard nor savourdhavourdsavourd of the things of god
then falsehood came and with it came distrust
truth error seemed and lies appeared as truth
and holy men mere swindling vagabonds
the temple once revered stood follysfillys shrine
his jaundiced eye suspiciously reversed
the objects he perceived or thought he saw
the name that erst gave pleasures pure delight
rang in his ears a strange delusive sound
like smouldring embers still the hatred burned
in his foul mind till every passion burst
their prisondprisonsprisond fire and blazed one sulphroussulphurous flame
of malice hotter than the stygian lake
and so he fell from his gigantic height
As we have seen a falling meteor fall
from out the starry vault which never had
mong constellations a fixed residence

save the combustive fluid of scattered gas
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that kindled by the windy current flashed
and falling seemed a blazing orb of heaven

forgotten nearly twenty moons hed left
nauvoo when lo10 in scotland I1 beheld
this strange outlandish looking man at church
among the saints I1 wondered much I1 watched
him when the congregation sang in praise
the songs ofofzionzion but his lips moved not
and when they knelt he stood a statue mute
amidst the prostrate throng of worshippersworshippers
his basliskbaslickbas lisk eye in rolling anguish told
the gnawingsgnawings of the bitter worm within
I1 met him after service and he strove
to imitate the saints fond welcome greet
but when his hand touched mine lord save me how
I1 shook touched with his influence of despair
it ran like lightning oer my mortal frame
benumbing all the energies of life
the prophet saints and all their labours were
his theme of execration and contempt
anon he railed of horrid murdrousmurderousmurdrous deeds
of avrice cruelty an heartless fraud
pollution and a thousand evil ways
unheard of save in his degenratedegeneratedegen rate heart
apostles fiends in human shape he viewed
the priesthood dupes or duped in madness thus
he raved and counted oer his money lost
the turning period of his selfish soul
and like old shylock grinned in bitter spite
to have his pound of flesh we parted thus
twas past all patience longer to endure 23

A well wrought sonnet lust teaches high moral principles

LUST

lust is the offspring of a thousand sighs
intrigue deception and as many lies
A strange compound of hidden plotting ill
to fire with rage to torture or to kill
fraught with distrust anxiety and care
jealousy revenge and unconsoled despair
the softest passion of a menials heart
that ebbs and flows as impulse plays its part
at times oercomeowercomeoercome with feelings proud and mean
that lurk in secret yet are ever seen
in looks and gestures thoughts and strong desire
that live and bum unquenched undying fire
that een in death with all lifes powers destroyed
still longs and lusts yet never is enjoyed 24
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humor and lighthearted poetry humanizes the poet and his world

ELEGY ON WEE HUGHIE
A pet canary

my bonnie wee hugh was a canty bird
though now he lies cauld neath the silent yird
he whistled fu blythelyblithelyblythely the humours 0 glen
and spake wee hughie as weel as some men
he pickdpicka from my han the piles 0 hemp seed
but hell never speak mair for hughie is dead

when the bairnsbaarns were a ranting wi boistrousboisterousboistrous noise
wee hughie was aye at the top 0 his voice
but when learningleaming his lesson fu doucely he
would cock his bit head and shut his a ee
and he looked sae pleased wi his sugared bread
but hell never pick mair for hughie is dead

nae lounger was he when the morning light came
bet summer or winter twas a the same
he would dight his neb on the bauke tapping thing
then straik down his breast and stretch out his wing
then ring up the house wi whistling a screed
but hell neer wake us mair for hughie is deaddead25

lyon was justifiably proud of his volume of poetry got up in a
superior manner during his later life he basked in the wannwarm acclaim
as the author of the first volume of poems ever issued by a member of
the LDS church 226 the harp of zion signified a new venture for the
LDS church authorities had previously printed newspapers tracts
magazines new scripture an emigrants guide and so on practical
printing for a pragmatic church in 1853 the same year in which the
harp ofzionof zion appeared lucy mack smiths biography of her son joseph
was printed but never before and very rarely since had the church paid
for and actively publicized a book of creative poetry its first venture into
aesthetic matters this tacit approval indicated that many authorities as
well as lay members felt that the glorious uniqueness of the restoration
must be captured in creative form as well as rhetorical and scriptural
discourse novels and short stories were clearlclearly not yet acceptable to
church leaders they created a false world a fiction and tended to
corrupt especially women and children 27 poetry on the other hand was
thought to enliven and penetrate truth

thus poetry like streamletsstreamlessstreamlets glad
with flowing truths allied

tis when old thought to new we add
that wisdoms deidelfiedfied 28
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liverpool financial records
16 november 1853

f s d
to printing 55100100loo copies harp ofofzionzion

including stereotyping as per
J sadlers ac 176 12 8

correcting plates 7 17 6
printing 50 copies on superior paper 6 0 0
engraving portrait john lyonlyon 10 0 0
printing 5150 copies of portrait 10 19 6
carriage on 3000 as from london 0 4 4
binding 3881 copies in cloth 76 16 2 34
binding 917 copies in cloth gt 32 9 6

binding 300 copies in moro ex 45 0 0
binding 50 sup copies in moro ex 7 10 0
J lyons to london about portrait I1111 0 0
postage on proof sheets 0 4 3

entering at stationersstationeryStationers and certificate 0 10 0
5 copies in cloth supplied to Britisbritishfi

museum and stationersStationstationeryers hall as pr act 0 10 0
378 14 0 14
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NOTES

excerpted from james brady to david and ann macneil 21 may 1853 letter inin possession of frederick
S buchanan salt lake city copy inin authors possession

millennial star 18 16 february 1856 106
A local historian of kilmarnockKilm amock also faintly praised lyons pre mormon poetic effusions see

john kelso hunter retrospects john lyon the mormon poet kilmarnockklimKilmklinamock standard senexfenex supplement
20 april 1895 6

see various diaries inin library archives historical department the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church archives some examples noted inin samuel W richards
24 april 30 august and 1 december 1847 franklin D richards 5 december 1846 levi richards 4 march 18511851

see john taylor lines inscribed to the author inin john lyon harpharpofzionofzion liverpool S W richards
185331853 3

6elizabelizaelizarR snow poems religious historical and political london LDS book depot 1856 235
millennial star I111I1 1 I1 february 1849 42 43

8johnajohnohn lyon letters to levi richards 1849 5511 inin authors possession
franklin D richards diary 15 october 18511851 LDS church archives

millennial10 star 14 2 october 1852 504
william M powell the harp ofofzionzion MS 1 special collections harold B lee library brigham

young university provo

the liverpool office kept excellent financial records oftheodtheof the exact amounts spent for printing on 16 and
17 november 1853 a clerk detailed the entire account for the harp ofzion for a summary of this account see
appendix A which isis adapted from vol 8 of european mission publication accounts journal LDS church
archives

imillennialmillennial star 14 2 october 1852 504 5
ibid 15 29 january 1853 73
european mission publication accounts journal 9499 49

16george Q cannon letters to brigham young 31 march 1861 LDS church archives
ibid
deseret news 14 september 1864

19 19millennialmillennial star 51 23 december 18188989 813
20journal history 13 august 1857

this judgment comes from helen H macare the singing saints A study of the mormon hymnal
1835 1950 phdph D diss university of california los angeles 1961 352 macare observes that after the
schismsschisma of the nauvoo period church leaders felt the need to create more hymns of their own written by faithful
mormonscormons lyon fit the criteria very well

22nilenile J washburnWashbum A critical study of latter day saint poetry from 1847 to 1877 masters thesis
brigham young university 19361221936 122

23 lyon harp ofzion 53
bibidnibidibid 155
25 ibid 131
26thethe claim however isis subject to some dispute sincesince inin 1840 parley P pratt had published a 140 page

collection of his poems and miscellaneous writings which may be considered the first book of poetry published
by a nineteenth century mormon it did not however have the certification oftheodtheof the churchwhichchurch which isis tacitly implied
inin lyons 1853 work published by and for church members in later years newspapers inin utah regularly hailed
lyon as the first mormon to publish a complete book of poetry likely because he was so well known parley P
pratt was dead and thousands of copies of lyons harp ofzion are to be found scattered through the homes
of utah see millennial star 51 23 december 1889 813

millennial star 22 18 february 1860 110
2821 lyon harp ofzion 139
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george Q cannon and the british mission

donald Q cannon

george Q cannon was both a product of and a contributor to the
british mission he was converted in liverpool in 1840 and returned as
mission president in the 1860s his conversion story really begins with
his aunt leonora cannon she had emigrated to toronto upper canada
where she met and married john taylor likewise an emigrant from
england A mormon missionary parley P pratt converted and baptized
the young couple in may 1836 following their baptism the taylors
moved to kirtland ohio and subsequently to missouri and illinois
called to serve as an apostle in 1838 john taylor went with others of
the quorum of the twelve on a mission to england in 1839 carrying a
letter of introduction to george cannon from his wife leonora this
referral gave him easy access to the cannon home in liverpool after

elder taylors initial visit george Q cannons mother told him
george there goes a man of god he is come to bring salvation to your

fathers house elder taylor met with the family again and introduced
them to the church by singing some of the hymns of zion testifying to
the divine calling of joseph smith and loaning the family a copy of the
book of mormon the cannons studied the book with great zeal upon
completing the book george cannon concluded an evil minded man
could not have written it and a good man would not have tried to write
it with the intent to deceive 2 the cannon family was baptized and
emigrated to nauvoo arriving in the spring of 1843

when they arrived in nauvoo young george had a remarkable
experience concerning the prophet joseph smith although he had never
seen a picture of joseph smith george Q cannon knew him instantly
this spiritual experience had a profound influence upon the young man
george Q cannoncannons s mother had died at sea and his father died in august
1844 subsequently george went to live with his uncle john taylor
from john taylor who was editor and publisher of the times and
seasons and the nauvoo neighbor george learned the printing business
he later put this training to good use when he published the western
standard an LDS newspaper in san francisco this paper became a
powerful force for good and established george Q cannons reputation

donald Q cannon is a professor of church history and doctrine and associate dean of religious education at
brigham young university
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as editor and writer while in san francisco in the mid- i 1850s850s he also
published the book of mormonmonnon in hawaiian he had translated the book
while serving as a missionary in hawaii

returning to utah during the utah war george received still
another publishing assignment brigham young directed him to take a
printing press to fillmore utah and publish the deseret news at that
location the deseret news was published in fillmore from april to
september 1858 george Q cannons training and expertise as a printer
and publisher would enable him to render valuable service to the church
in the years ahead 3

answering a call to serve a mission to the eastern states young
george Q cannon embarked on still another on the job training expertexperi
ence his responsibilities were threefold to correct misinformation
about the church to preside over the branches of the church in the east
and to act as church emigration agent his efforts to present correct
information regarding the mormonscormons were greatly enhanced by his
association with colonel thomas L kane famed friend of the
mormonscormonsMormons with his contacts colonel kane was able to introduce elder
cannon to influential editors and politicians in his role as presiding
officer over the branches he had the responsibility of starting missionary
work again after the interruption caused by the utah war his greatest
responsibility lay in helping the saints gather to zion one of his duties
included meeting the saints who arrived on board ships from europe and
arranging for their rail travel to iowa where they went by wagon or
pushed handcartshandcarts to the salt lake valley 4

while serving in the eastern states george Q cannon was called
to fill the vacancy in the council of the twelve created by the
assassination of parley P pratt in may 1857 elder pratt had prophesied
that george Q cannon would become a member of the quorum of
the twelve and this call fulfilled that prophecy the membership of
the church sustained george Q cannon in aprilconferenceapril conference in 1860
and president brigham young ordained him on 26 august 1860
wilford woodruff noted that george Q cannon was the thirteenth
apostle whom brigham young had ordained A few days later elder
woodruff recorded what brigham young had said on the office and
calling of an apostle

when an apostle is called & ordained all the keys of the kingdom of god
upon earth are sealed upon him and god reveals his mind & will through
that source to the children of man for the government & salvation of the
children of man 5

within a month of his ordination elder cannon was called to serve
in the british mission presidency he accepted this call at considerable
personal sacrifice since he had been away from salt lake city more than
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he had been home for over a decade his second wife sarah jane jenne
whom he married in 1857 had only spent six months with him his first
wife elizabeth hoagland had also suffered from their lengthy periods
apart doubtless these factors caused him some concern as he embarked
on still another mission for the church

the call specified that he would serve with two other apostles
amasa M lyman and charles C rich these three would constitute the
european mission presidency with headquarters in liverpool england
it is clear that george Q cannon was the junior member of the
presidency amasa M lyman had been called as an apostle in 1842 and
had wide experience in church service charles C rich received his call
to serve in the quorum of the twelve in 1849 and had also served in many
important positions As lawrence flake has pointed out george Q
cannons call to the mission presidency demanded a full measure of the
tact and diplomacy for which he was becoming well known 6

As george Q cannon began his service in the european mission
he brought with him not only the requisite tact and diplomacy but also
other important traits and skills the experience in printing and pub-
lishing which began in nauvoo would serve him well in england in fact
the problems associated with church publishing in great britain may
have led to his call to the mission presidency george had also developed
business acumen and organizational skills all in all he was well
prepared for the task which lay ahead

when elder cannon landed at liverpool he entered a country quite
different from the united states england in the 1860s was a combination
of british empire and victorian england on the international scene
the british empire reached around the globe to such remote areas as
australia india south africa and canada because of its imperial
strength great britain was the most powerful country in the world on
the domestic scene victorian england featured political liberty and
social restriction political liberty rested on centuries of historical
development whereas the social restrictions of victorian england were
a late manifestation of puritanism the immense wealth produced by the
industrial revolution had created an amazing diversity of classes and
wealth and poverty existed side by side industrialization had propelled
lower class workers from agricultural settings to urban ghettos cities
such as london birmingham leeds and manchester experienced
dramatic population explosions the lower classes felt abandoned by
methodism which had become a middle class movement and were
grasping for a new religion the mormon missionaries proselytedproselyter
primarily among the working classes 7

the civil war which began in 1861186 1 severely impaired diplomatic
relations between the US and great britain this situation had all the
greater impact upon elder cannon because of his belief in the prophecy
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made by the prophet joseph smith concerning the civil war and the US
turning to great britain for aid 8 while in new york on his way to
england he had learned of the events concerning the civil war and
expressed appreciation for the revelation on war dacd&c 87 which joseph
smith had received george Q cannon like so many early latter day
saints saw the war in terms of the intervention of god in the affairs of

9men
president cannons responsibilities in great britain required him

to serve as publisher emigration agent administrator and spokesman
for the church these four spheres of activity kept him extremely busy
and required all the strength and ability he could muster

in the area of church publications president cannon inherited a
host of problems in the 1850s a policy of distributing printed matter to
individuals on credit had emerged this system offered the advantages
of making it easier for missionaries to obtain literature and of
encouraging printing in large quantities with attendant economies
there were however several distinct disadvantages it centralized the
writing and printing thereby establishing a monopoly it increased
dependence on non mormonmonnon publishers it encouraged a large debt
some printed items failed to sell and a surplus of printed matter
accumulated 10 writing to president brigham young president cannon
complained of having 2590 volumes of sister E R snows poems 19

having been sold in three years he went on to say that there are editions
of some works which at the ration they have been sold during the past
three years will take half the millennium to sell 11I1 george Q cannons
training and experience enabled him to move vigorously to find solutions
to these problems he gave away many of the tracts to be used by the
members some items which contained errors were simply destroyed

prior to george Q cannons term as mission president church
printing had been contractedoutcontracted out to non LDS printing establishments in
england president cannon supervised the creation of a church printing
office purchasing a steam driven press type and other items needed for
such an operation in a letter to brigham young he outlined some of the
problems they faced and wrote 1I have been compelled to employ
mostly gentile printers which I1 do not like we have a few in the church
but they are in the ministry and can ill be spared 12 ultimately the
printing office proved a success

the main item published in the church printing office was the
millennial star this magazine had been published since 1840 and was
very influential not only in england but throughout the church the star
was an important means of communication within the church and also
served as a missionary tool stressing the importance of the star
president cannon told the missionaries if the elders were to make it a
practice to constantly read the star they would realize considerable
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information and benefit therefrom it would prove to them just as
profitable as the scriptures 13

elder cannon had the responsibility of writing editorials for the
millennial star these editorials were to instruct preach and prophesy
and his journal indicates that they consumed a substantial portion of his
time and energy the entry for tuesday 16 july 1861 for example
reads on tuesday afternoon and evening engaged in writing an
editorial for the star entitled the past and present of the church 1411

sometimes the editorials were signed and sometimes they remained
unsigned and they covered a wide range of topics he commented for
example upon war war is one of the scourgesscourgerscourges which man by his
sinfulness has brought upon himself there is one way and but one
way to avert it and that is for the people to obey gods commands 15

most of his editorials were on gospel topics he wrote for example
concerning the struggle between good and evil truth and error the
contestbetweencontest between truth and error is all the time going on and as every day
rolls on that contest increases in its vindictiveness 16 many editorials
contained sage advice and counsel on how to live the gospel successfully
the older I1 grow the more I1 am sensible of the necessity of increasing

my exertions and of living according to the principles of salvation 17 As
we are prepared to receive truth our heavenly father will bestow it upon
us 8 the only way to maintain our position in the kingdom of god is
to so conduct ourselves that we may have a living testimony of the truth
continually dwelling in our bosoms 19

one item which appeared in the millennial star in 1862 is of special
interest most talks given by the mission presidency were considered
routine items but one talk by president amasa lyman eventually
attracted considerable attention on 16 march 1862 president lyman
spoke on the nature of the mission of jesus at dundee scotland in
that discourse elder lyman virtually denied the necessity of and the
fact of the atonement of jesus christ 112020 he said for example the
gospel is nowhere said to have been constituted of the death of jesus
and 1I do not want you to believe that the blood ofjesus has cleansed you
from all sin 112121

the dundee sermon caused little excitement until 1867 when
someone brought it to the attention of the first presidency and
quorum of the twelve after being confronted by the brethren lyman
published a retraction in the deseret news within a few months
however apostle lyman was again preaching sermons that repudiated
the atonement later that year he was dropped from the quorum of the
twelve and in 1870 excommunicated from the church 22 amasa lyman
had experimented with spiritualism after joining the church and was
particularly influenced by the ideas of andrew jackson davis davis
taught that the shedding of blood by jesus was unnecessary eventually



102 BYU studies

as loretta hefner has written lymansclymans loyalty to spiritualism had
surpassed his loyalty to the mormonmonnon church 5123112123

other items which issued from the church press included books
tracts pamphlets and a hymnbook capitalizing on his earlier printing
experience elder cannon published a volume of editorials from the
western standard he hoped these editorials would be helpful to the
youth of the church in their efforts to live the gospel in a sense this work
is a harbinger of his later work in the juvenile instructor

with his experience and expertise in printing and publishing
george Q cannon was able to make a distinct contribution to church
printing in england by solving problems both technical and financial
clearing out surplus and waste material and strengthening the millennial
star and other church publications with his editorial skills

his responsibilities related to emigration resulted from the doctrine
of gathering which is a basic principle of the restoration the doctrine
of gathering was revealed in 1830 and the keys of gathering were
restored by moses in 1836 church leaders had given heavy emphasis to
this doctrine in their preaching especially in the years immediately
preceding george Q cannons british mission and during the time when
he was in the british isles president brigham young had this to say
concerning gathering the saints

we are gathering the people as fast as we can we are gathering them to
make saints of them and of ourselves probably many of them will
apostatize though some will not apostatize until you give them their
endowments and then if you do not speak out of the right comercorner of your
mouth they will apostatize and if you do not laugh out of the right comer
of your mouth theywillthey will go we are gathering a few that will be faithful in
the midst of this people and prepare themselves to be crowned kings and
priests unto god by and by you will see the saints flock together will they
come merely by one or two shiploadsship loads no it will require many more ships
than we have heretofore employed to bring home the gathering thousands
to zion millions of people that now sit in darkness that are now to all
appearance in the region and shadow of death will come to zion 24

ever since the earliest missionary work in england faithful saints had
been gathering to zion brigham young had arranged for the first ships
to carry emigrants as early as 1840 and about one thousand per year
emigrated between 1840 and 1860

george Q cannon was not a beginner when it came to arranging for
emigration he had been in charge of emigration while on his mission to
the eastern states prior to his call as an apostle the experience and
business acumen which he gained at that time would stand him in good
stead as he assumed the responsibility for emigration in england in the
1860s his principal responsibility was in securing ships for the saints
who wished to travel to america concerning ships chartered during the
1860s conway sonne has written
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more than 20000 mormonsmonnonsmormans emigrated across the atlantic and pacific
oceans aboard sailing vessels during the 1860s another 3900 emigrated
from liverpool to new york in steamships in the closing years of the
decade these ten years were the high water mark of mormon overseas
migration for at least 24600 saints traveled by ship to zion in that period
under both canvas and steam

there were 46 sailing vessel passages from 1860 through mid 1868
of these voyages 40 were made by ships five by barks and one by a
brig eighteen vessels had made more than one voyage with mormon
companies of the sailing passages 25 originated at liverpool one at
le havre one at melbourne eight at hamburg five at port elizabeth and
six at london all voyages terminated at new york with three exceptions
one at san francisco and two at boston thirty of the voyages were under
the american flag ten under the british five under the german and one
under the norwegian 2515

the size of the mormon emigrant companies during the 1860s was
significantly larger with an average 424 emigrants compared with an
average of 266 in the 1850s sailing vessels used in the 1860s were larger
and faster although the passage time was only slightly improved
shipboard conditions however were much better than earlier among
the best new ships were the william tapscott and the monarch odtheoftheof the sea
A total of 2262 saints sailed on the william tapscott 1621 describing the
experience on board during an atlantic crossing in the 1860s sonne
writes

to many emigrants the crowded life on a ship for weeks on end was a shock
even under british law which allowed three adult passengers for each five
tons of registered tonnage that provision was not a generous space
allocation A 1000 ton vessel for example could carry 600 adults a goodly
number in confined quarters overcrowding also created sanitation
problems such as inadequate toilet and bathing facilities for this reason
emigrants preferred american ships that had two heads or water closets on
each side of the deck even then these enclosures could smell like
cesspoolscesspools 2721

securing seaworthy vessels was a difficult and challenging task
faced with such difficulties president cannon often sought the lords
help in such instances the lord blessed him and the saints by providing
ships where professional shipping agents were unable to do so writing
to salt lake he reported 1I feel that I1 have been exceedingly blessed
under the circumstances as many offices in town are compelled to refund
the people their money it being out of their power to furnish them
passages 5128112128 in this instance one sees that rare combination of business
skill and spirituality

chartering ships involved large amounts of money george Q
cannon proved to be a hard and skillful bargainer as he negotiated
contracts with ship captains and shipping tycoonstycoons his diary contains
frequent references to these negotiations after securing the hudson for
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the same price as the monarch of the sea he gave credit to the lord
writing 1I wish to thank the lord for the success which has attended my
efforts to secure ships for our people 299

the civil war had a detrimental impact upon the procurement of
ships the US and great britain maintained a very delicate peace but
the possibility of armed conflict was a constant source of anxiety elder
cannon wrote to president brigham young

the government is making active preparations for war great activity
prevails in all the navy yards of this country and the military are being
prepared as rapidly as possible it is reported that two of cunardsgunardsCunards
steamships besides other steamers have been chartered for the purpose of
taking troops to canada 30

As president of the european mission george Q cannon encountered
problems related to international tensions on the european continent as
well as in great britain he reported for example some of the difficulties
confronting native danish missionaries

according to present appearances germany and denmark are likely to
come to blows over the schleswigSchleswig holstein difficulty in anticipation of a
war denmark is bringing her armyanny up to its maximum strength many of our
native missionaries are being drafted into the army and they are
considerably excited over the matter A few of the saints young men who
have means and who are liable to the draft are leaving for this country and
are pushing on from here to the states it seems as though it will not be long
before those who are in europe who wish to escape the dreadful necessity
of having to take the sword to fight against their neighbors will also have to
flee to zion 31

in addition to securing ships president cannon had responsibility
for forming companies of emigrants this involved working with
mission officers at various levels throughout the british isles and europe
once the groups had been formed and arrived in liverpool or some other
port of embarkation instructions had to be given reports from some of
the saints en route to zion indicate that elder cannon often gave such
instructions himself naomi dowden wrote brother george Q cannon
gave the departing saints instructions and appointed officers for the
company john durrant a passenger on another voyage made this
entry brother george Q cannon came out to us and organized our
brethren for the trip and preached to us about being patient with one
another and trying to help one another 32 elder cannon recorded in his
journal that he had organized the company on board the johnJJ boyd and
then commented the lord is visibly blessing them in their efforts to
escape from babylon 33

president cannons organizational ability captured the attention of
some non mormon british observers including the famous nineteenth
century writer charles dickens most LDS emigrant ships had sailed
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from liverpool but the amazon the ship which dickens visited sailed
from london there is evidence that dickens deliberately chose a
mormon emigrant ship as the subject for one of his essays to be included
in the uncommercial traveller he had been interested in the mormonscormons
as early as 1842 when he mentioned them in his american notes 314 but he
admitted to some bias concerning them he wrote that he was ready to
bear testimony against them if they deserved it as I1 fully believed they
would 1135111535 to his surprise he found them to be a much more praiseworthy
group than he had imagined describing the ships company he wrote

nobody is in an ill temper nobody is the worse for drink nobody swears an
oath or uses a coarse word nobody appears depressed nobody is weeping

now I1 have seen emigrant ships before this day in june and these people
are so strikingly different from all other people in like circumstances whom
I1 have ever seen that I1 wonder aloud what would a stranger suppose these
emigrants to bebe361116

apparently dickens had an interview with george Q cannon
concerning the mormon emigration process As a result of this interview
and also his observations dickens wrote the following favorable
description of elder cannon

the mormon agent who had been active in getting them together and in
making the contract with my friends the owners of the ship to take them as
far as new york on their way to the great salt lake was pointed out to me
A compactly made handsome man in black rather short with rich brown
hair and beard and clearbrightclear bright eyes from his speech I1 should set him down
as american probably a man who had knocked about the world pretty
much A man with a frank open manner and unshrinking look withal a man
of great quickness 37

george Q cannon characteristically failed to write anything in his
journal about charles dickens but chose instead to write about a
prophecy made earlier by elder eli B kelsey that had been partially
fulfilled by the sailing of the amazon from london rather than
liverpool 38

during his mission years in great britain george Q cannon
supervised the emigration of over thirteen thousand european saints
when these emigrants arrived in new york or boston they traveled by
railroad and steamboat to florence nebraska the actual route they
followed included a rail trip from new york to quincy illinois a boat
trip from quincy to hannibal missouri a rail trip from hannibal to
st joseph missouri and a boat trip from st joseph to florence
nebraska during the 1860s florence became a major outfittingoutwittingoutfitting location
for the journey to utah A new down and back plan had been devised
by brigham young which called for wagon trains to carry surplus utah
oxen and flour down to florence and to bring poor immigrants and
eastern goods back to utah this system made it possible for the
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church to transport the european saints from nebraska to utah at
practically no cost whereas it had cost about fifty dollars per person to
provide new wagons and teams for them at florence some idea of the
large number of saints who came through florence can be gained from
using the figures for one year 1818616 1 during that year an estimated 3924
latter day saints emigrated from florence to utah most of that number
came from europe 39

thousands of latter day saints in the british isles and on the
european continent had an opportunity to gather to zion as a result of
the efficient work of george Q cannon his belief in the principle of
gathering his skill in organizing emigrant companies and his ability to
charter the best ships all worked together for the good of the saints

As a member of the mission presidency elder cannon also had
many and varied administrative responsibilities for the church
organization as well as for the missionaries in the 1860s the average
LDS church membership in the british isles numbered about fourteen
thousand a number that maintained itself despite large numbers of
emigrants there were about 33616 1 branches of the church during the years
that elder cannon served in the mission presidency on the average in the
early 1860s there were 1670 missionaries 4010 although the gospel had
been preached in england since 1837 the church was still in its frontier
stages there were problems in the branches conflicts among members
and a high rate of apostasy these problems required much of the time
and energy of elder cannon his journals contain frequent references to
his responsibilities in conducting conferences throughout the mission
he records for example that a semiannual conference was held in the
temperance hall in liverpool on 6 october 1861 he notes that the
church had been denied the use of the building earlier and so the
opportunity to use it now reflected that attitudes toward the church had
improved two thousand people attended this conference 41 the
following week he attended conferences in leicester and nottingham 42

generally the brethren received a more cordial welcome in outlying
areas than they did in liverpool and london elder cannon comments

they do not appreciate the presence of the servants of god as they should
do in the country branches our arrival is hailed with gladness and it is not
an uncommon thing for the saints to walk 15152020 and 25 miles to have the
privilege of listening to the elders from zion 43

the talks the brethren gave were often published in the millennial
star and consequently became available to the membership at large
their sermons were either calls to repentancestatementsrepentance statements of encourage
ment or instructions on how to implement gospel principles amasa M
lyman spoke for example on the importance of laboring to develop
practical purity in life which renders us acceptable to god 44
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often elder cannons work with the members involved pain and
frustration his journal entries contain many references to church courts
concerning the case of an elder in glasgow who was cut off from the
church for adultery he wrote how much misery and trouble a wicked
man can makemake4545 president cannon recognized that public examples of
sexual immorality could severely damage the church

from the very beginning george Q cannon spent a great deal of
time with the mimissionaries training counseling and making assign-
ments in fact a party of mormon elders traveled with president cannon
to the mission field he had been a successful missionary in hawaii and
had a strong conviction of the necessity and importance of missionary
work As mission president he demanded the highest standards for
himself as well as for his missionaries he required the elders to be clad
in a black suit and wear a silk hat he urged them to earnestly seek the
spirit of the lord and to preach by that same spirit he warned them
about the evils of the world which would undermine their effectiveness
chief among those evils as he saw it was adultery he warned and
prophesied that the elder who indulges in this sin adultery will be led

destruction 51161116514646 when missionaries didto yield to temptation president
cannon dealt with them forcefully if they could be reclaimed he
accomplished that by counseling if their sin was too serious he cut them
off from the church when missionaries became discouraged and
wanted to leave their missions early he urged them to remain com-
menting on one such elder he wrote 1I have reasoned with him on the
impropriety and failure of indulging in such feelings and have pointed
out to him how injurious the nonfulfilmentnonfulfillment of his present mission would
be to him 1147111747

As mission president george Q cannon directed the labors of
missionaries not only in great britain but in scandinavia in europe and
even in africa these responsibilities caused him to travel to areas of the
mission outside england twice he traveled to the continent to visit the
missions in france switzerland germany and holland he also visited
the scandinavian countries of denmark sweden and norway during
such visits he took time out for some sightseeing in denmark for
example in the fall of 1862 he traveled extensively throughout
copenhagen and rural denmark 4841 after a day of sightseeing in
copenhagen he noted this in his journal in the afternoon walked out on
the citadel walls in company with the brothers it is called frederikshavnFrederikshavn
and is a most formidable fortress and is said to be impregnable 1549114949

during president cannons tour of duty other churches of the
restoration launched their missionary work in england indeed the first
foreign mission of the reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day
saints RLDS was in england the earliest RLDS missionary called to
serve in england was charles derrydeny the story of charles derrydeny is of
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special interest because he was LDS before he was RLDS raised in the
church of england derrydeny converted to mormonism in 1850 and
gathered to utah in 1853 A combination of circumstances the death of
his wife poverty disenchantment with LDS church leadership caused
him to leave utah in 1859 having moved to nebraska he was baptized
into the RLDS movement in 18611861 in 1863 he met joseph smith III111lii who
called him to serve as a missionary in england 50 he arrived in liverpool
on 4 february 1863 only two days later he visited george Q cannon
whom he called president of the brighamiteBrighamite churches in england 51

elder derrydeny requested permission to speak in LDS church meetings
president cannon refused his request charles derrydenydemy charged that
george Q cannon treated him with contempt president cannon
recorded his side of the story in his journal noting that derrydenydewy had denied
the faith while in utah his view of denys request is shown in the
statement 1I did not view him and those with whom he associated in the
same light that I1 did an honest sincere sectarian for they had known the
truth and denied it while others were in ignorance he went on to say that
the object of their labor is to assail defame and destroy the servants and

church of god 52

although both men were spiritual descendants of joseph smith and
shared a common religious heritage there was no love lost between
them perhaps differences in their concept of authority and differences in
their approach to teaching the gospel had created a gap which they
seemed incapable of bridging LDS missionaries taught people of other
faiths outside of mormonism while RLDS missionaries seemed intent
upon converting brighamitesBrighamites to their faith

after failing to make much progress in liverpool elder derrydenydent
traveled to chester west bromwich and other communities in the area
in west bromwich he reported attending a brighamiteBrighamite meeting but said
their minds were poisoned against him after months of perseverance
and hard work he succeeded in baptizing henry tyler and eventually a
branch was organized on 17 may 1863 at west bromwich consisting of
tyler and five others buoyed by the arrival of additional missionaries
charles derrydeny worked even harder preaching and converting in both
england and wales A publication the restorer a sixteen page monthly
published in folk welsh and english at merthyr tydfil wales soon
followed elder denyderry finished his mission to england on 21 june 1864
his hard work had paid rich dividends during denys tenure five
mission districts had been created and the reorganized church had
gained a solid foothold in great britain 53

during his administration as president of the european mission
george Q cannon acted as a spokesman for the church he represented
the churchschurche position to the non LDS audience in europe through two
principle channels the millennial star and various non LDS newspapers
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in the british isles perhaps the best example of his role as spokesman is
his response to darwinism charles darwinscarwinsDarwins origin of the species had
been published in 1859 darwinscarwinsDarwins thesis stated that all living animals and
plants had evolved from earlier forms and that species were a result of
natural selection the implications for religion seemed clear if
darwinism isis literally correct man was not created by god but was only
a biological organism another form of animal life president cannon
recognized the implications of darwinism and the theory of evolution
there is substantial historical evidence to prove that he read origin odtheof the
species in the front of his journal for 1862 there are several pages
containing financial transactions following these financial records and
preceding the first regular diary entry for 1862 are some notes from
darwinscarwinsDarwins famous book the heading reads high rate of increase
darwin in the origin of species page 67 this heading is followed by
several paragraphs of notes on the subject indicated

george Q cannons formal response to darwinism printed in the
millennial star had been preceded by other editorials in that periodical
for example the lead editorial for 25 february 1860 is on the subject of
creation and stresses creation by that creative intelligence by which

it was organized president cannons editorial entitled the origin of
man which appeared in the millennial star in october 1861 contains
one of his most powerful and eloquent statements he begins by noting
that the origin of the human race is a subject that has of late been warmly
discussed he then summarizes the theories proposed by several
ethnologists and zoologists of the day finally he introduces darwin

last but not least comes the darwinian theory of natural selection in his
recent work upon the origin of species darwin proceeds upon the
hypothesis that there have been no special creations of separate species of
either vegetable or animal forms of life but that external conditions such
as variations of climate and food domestication or cultivation natural habit
volition and adaptationcoadaptationco &cac will account for all the changes and
varieties observable in the different classes of vegetables and animals
existing on the globe whether on the land in the sea or in the air

having surveyed the theories of the day president cannon began his
refutation but the chief wide distinction that exists between man and
all the different classes of animals from the lowest to the highest lies in
his mental and moral capacities in his spiritual endowments man stands
preeminentpre eminent and alone he develops his case using the scriptures and
statements from modem prophets including joseph smith and brigham
young and concludes

taking the doctrine of mans origin as seen from this higher point of view
and comparing it with the low assumptive theories of uninspired men such
as those we have alluded to how great the contrast appears look on this
picture man the offspring of an ape and on this man the image of
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god his father how wide the contrast and how different the feelings
produced in the breast in the one case we instinctively shrink with dread
at the bare insinuation while in the other the heart beats with higher and
warmer and stronger emotions of love of adoration and praise the soul is
cheered and invigorated in its daily struggles to emancipate itself from the
thraldomthralldom of surrounding evils and darkness pertaining to this lower sphere
of existence and is animated with a purer and nobler zeal in its onward and
upward journey to that divine presence whence it originally came 54

george Q cannon had started a lifelong study of the origin of man
he continued to study write and publish on this topic until the time of
his death in the deseret news the juvenile instructor the journal of
discourses and in other church publications he frequently expressed
his ideas on the origin of man on one occasion for example he wrote
adam was no gorilla no squalid savage of doubtful humanity but a

perfect man in the image of god 55 on another occasion he made this
affirmation it cannot be a question with any person of faith in our
church as totheto the origin of man we descended from god 111656

elder cannon also published articles in english newspapers
hoping to reach the largest possible audience he faithfully represented
the position of the church on issues of the day on 20 august 1861 he
wrote to john thomas dexter thanking him for publishing his remarks
at a london conference in the christian cabinet 57

in his multifaceted roles as publisher emigration agent church
and mission administrator and church spokesman george Q cannon
made a very significant contribution to the growth of the kingdom this
contribution was not made without considerable personal sacrifice his
mission necessitated his absence from some of his family and also took
a heavy toll on those family members who accompanied him to england
his wife elizabeth traveled with him to the mission field in 1860 and two
of their children georgiana and george H were bom in england in
1863 elder cannon decided to send elizabeth and the children home
because of her poor health and troubles related to the civil war the
children became ill while crossing the plains georgiana died during the
journey and george H died shortly after arriving in utah it should be
noted that elder cannons first son george quayle had died earlier 58

regarding the death of his children he wrote it is a source of grief to
me but I1 have been led of late to call upon thethemthei lord to prepare me for
every trial 5919 george Q cannon was willing to make such sacrifices
because of his fervent testimony of the restoration he expressed it best
in his first address to the saints following his return from england

I1 rejoice exceedingly in the knowledge god has given to me that this is his
work that he has established it never more to be thrown down and that it
is his mind and will it should roll forth and increase until it fills the whole
earth 60
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charles W penrose

the english mission years

kenneth W godfrey

in those days there were giants on earth wrote the editor of the
improvement era as he paid tribute to charles william penrose on his
ninetieth birthday upon president penrosesPenroses death half a decade later
george H brimhall published a poem in the same magazine one stanza
of which reads

the songs that owe him their birth
we sing as if our own
in fields of thought that gird the earth
we reap where he has sown 2

charles W penrose was indeed a giant among men and thousands of
descendants of his british converts do in fact reap the harvest from the
gospel seeds he planted his last name symbolizes in a rather dramatic
way the life he seemed destined to live pen in the cornish language
means head while ros means valley and charles became one of the
heads or chiefs in the valleys of the mountains A well known comishcornish
couplet reads by tre ros pol lan and pen you may know most of the
comishcornish men 3 it is the purpose of this essay to reintroduce latter day
saints to one of the churchschurche finest leaders greatest thinkers most gifted
writers and first rate proselytersproselyters

elder penrosesPenroses full time service in britain exceeded that of every
other latter day saint missionary his first mission alone lasted a full
decade and later calls brought the total to more than seventeen years in
addition he was a prolific writer for newspapers a politician of
enormous influence and a gifted poet during his last two decades long
after most men have retired he was called to be an apostle and later a
counselor in the first presidency yet he was first and foremost a
missionary from the moment he experienced the new birth of baptism
until he drew his last breath seventy seven years later this study will
focus on charles W penrosesPenroses four missions in great britain which
together spanned almost sixty years of that missions history he began
his first mission in 1851 and ended his last in 1910

kenneth W godfrey is utah north area director for the LDS church educational system
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charles W penrose the son of tin mine owner richard penrose

was bomborn in the london suburb of camberwellCamberwell on 4 february 1832 his
mother matilda sims a highly educated woman of culture took great
pride in teaching her only son she was also a devout baptist who freely
imparted to him her religious views and took him with her to sunday
school and other meetings A precocious boy charles learned to read
before reaching the age of four and also committed many scriptural
passages to memory when he was four his mother enrolled him in
sunday school and the superintendent assigned him to the beginners
class but when it became known that he could already read he was
promoted two classes where he studied the old and new testaments
with young people much older than himself his learning was so unusual
that his father frequently took the young boy to londonslondonaLondons pubs where he
would place him on a table andhave him read aloud the daily newspapers
to the delight of the patrons his mother had taught him to read in a very
dramatic way that only increased the impact of this unusual ability he
also entertained at baptist socialssociats by reciting from memory long and
difficult passages of scripture using this same style he began writing
essays and poetry at an early age and lived to see this talent flourish until
he became one of the churchechurchs most powerful writers and gifted poets 4

while still in his teens charles began a systematic study of the
various christian religions comparing their beliefs with those found in
the new testament he reached the conclusion that god would notnot
invent so many different and conflicting denominations at this time

he began his search for the one true church As he was nearing his
seventeenth birthday he began reading a book about american indians
in one section of the volume the writer described joseph smiths telling
indians the history of the book of mormon his curiosity aroused
charles began to investigate both the church and the book of mormon
after study pondering and prayer he received a manifestation from the
holy ghost that the church of jesus christ of latter day saints was a
perfect reproduction of the church established by jesus christ with
the same divine authority the same promises and the same powers 6

though his family tried to dissuade him his faith was sure and on
14 may 1850 he was baptized by joseph timmons alone that night
after having received the gift of the holy ghost he prayed that for the
remainder of his life the lord would make the truth plain to me as it was
before him 7

the book of mormon stimulating his interest in the american
indians led him to write his famous poem great spirit listen to the
red mans wail which is said to have been his first published verse 8

he would later write at least two other poems about native americans 9

only six weeks following his baptism charles was ordained a
deacon and six months later 6 january 18511851 was called on a mission and
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ordained an elder his family objected to his missionmission call and he was also
offered a good position in the british government if he would forsake his
proselyting labors 10 undeterred charles responded to the summons
from the lord and was told by the man who had ordained him an elder
george B wallace that it is expected of the elders of israel in these last
days that they will wear themselves out in the service of god and it is
better to wear out than to rust out 11

taking not a penny with them and only the clothes they wore
charles penrose and his companion elder pursie set out on foot for their
field of labor maldon in essex they were charged to break new ground
and build up branches of the church where there had been none before
after walking all day with feet bleeding they could find no lodging and
for the first time in his life charles slept outdoors finally arriving in
maldon they spent the night hungry and tired sleeping on a strawstack
the next morning elder pursie was so discouraged that he went home
leaving charles alone still not having had anything to eat and very
distraught himself charles approached a wealthy man and said 1I am a
servant of the lord jesus christ sent out into the world to preach the
gospel the man replied give him my compliments and walked
away the young missionary humiliated at having to beg finally found
a lady who gave him a drink of water and allowed him to sit down in her
living room As he lifted the liquid to his lips charles could control his
emotions no longer and began to weep

on 12 march 1854 he remembered those first days in maldon and
wrote in his diary

in the morning before I1 arose I1 layedbayed and reflected upon the passed three
years from the time I1 entered maldon without a farthing or a friend but
the lord I1 then came into the very house where I1 was laying then there was
not a saint in the town and in that same house I1 was now as it were
surrounded by friends 12

charles began to keep a diary on I11 january 1854 while laboring in
B oxford suffolk he had already served three years of what was destined
toto be a continuous ten year mission in his first entry he records that he
had preached three sermons that day and found the saints dull of spirit
and extremely poor longing to be gathered to zion however his own
zeal was undaunted and at times he even wrote his testimony in the snow
with the tip of his umbrella 5 january 1854 each morning he would
wash himself from head to feet regardless of where he spent the night
5 january 1854 his days were taken up in caring for branch and

conference business preaching to saints and investigators writing
articles for the millennial star studying latin french and algebra and
playing the flute he attended the theater at every opportunity and not
only enjoyed the plays but was also preoccupied with scenery and stage
production fond of art he also frequented englandsglandsEn finest galleries
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although he was a small man weighing only 147 pounds he walked so
much that he had to cut away part of the inside of his boot because his
bones had grown out 12 march 1854 his work and dedication were so
noticeable that a brother squires prophesied in a january 1854 meeting
that charles would never want for bread nor lack for friends because of
what he had done for the work of god 19 january 1854

charles frequently attended meetings held by other churches after
which he would hand out mormon tracts and invite the people to his own
meetings 21 february 1854 he also called on those ministers who
wrote newspaper articles and pamphlets against the church causing at
least one to acknowledge that he the minister was a weak creature very
liable to err 13 april 1854 charles also found time to heal the sick and
cast out evil spirits and he won the honor of being the highest baptizing
elder in the conference 27 september 1854 in 1854 he met
converted and fell in love withlucettawith Lucetta stratford his diary frequently
notes visits to her home and on 21 january 1855 they were at the
registrars office united in the holy bonds of matrimony charles
thought lucetta looked beautiful but he felt shabby after charles had
preached a number of sermons that same day the newlyweds went to her
fathers house where charles wrote in his diary 1I was united to one
whom I1 loved sincerely and she returned the feeling with fervor two
days later they traveled by train to brentwood where they were met by
a boy with a donkey cart who took them and their boxes to dorsette and
their humble dwelling 23 january 1855 in august 1855 charles and
lucetta were married again according to the order of the church by
elder kimball 15 august 1855

charles continued to write poems and songs throughout this period
As early as the middle 1850s he had sung his own composition id be
a mormon in many latter day saint meetings late in 1855 he was
asked by elder kimball to write a song that would promote the new
plan of crossing the plains by handcart the very next morning after
having received the request he sang to a large assembly of saints
his newly composed hymn the handcart to the tune be in time
29 december 1855 he describes it as being very well received only

a few days later he wrote another song called jolly wagoneer that was
also widely used to encourage the saints to cross the plains by means of
handcartshandcarts

on 2 may 1856 while charles was making himself ready to
preach at ferling lucetta was taken in labor though she begged him
to stay with her he steeled his heart and left her in the care of her
mother after teaching a discussion delivering a speech before a large
audience and getting lost on the way home charles finally arrived at
1230 AM to find that his wife had delivered a baby boy an hour after his
departure the baby was small having arrived a month too soon only
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two months later he again left his wife to attend to his missionary duties
in spite of the fact that his infant son was very ill after preaching to and
then baptizing and confirming several people he walked home and on
the way was informed of the death of his child 21 july 1856 the news
was a terrible shock to charles because he had had full faith that the boy
would live entering his home he found his wife overcome with
sorrow and his son beautiful in his sleep with death their mourning
was muted with the knowledge they possessed that if faithful they
would after the resurrection educate him in the principles of salvation

having been a full time missionary for more than half a decade
elder penrose began to have frequent dreams of emigrating to the great
basin he longed to live with the saints and was completely converted
to the doctrine of gathering while walking along a dusty essex road one
day he began to contemplate the zion he had only read and heard about
a zion with wide streets and clear streams of water on each side
shadowed by rows of shade trees and banked by majestic mountains 1I
could he wrote see it in my minds eye and so I1 composed a song as
I1 walked along the road when he arrived in mundon he held a cottage
meeting and sang his newly written song to the tune of oh minnie dear
minnie come over the lea this was the first rendition of his famous
hymn 0 ye mountains high

many years afterwards he reported with satisfaction that the song
seemed to impress and please brigham young 13 he also sang the song
at a meeting in august of 1856 where he first met elder ezra T benson
this began an association with apostle benson that would change the
course of charles W penrosesPenroses life

early fall of 1856 found the british missionaries often in grave
danger on one occasion while delivering a sermon elder penrose was
pulled off the heap and mobbed after being roughly handled and set
free he together with other elders was peltedbelted with stones most ofwhich
struck the ground making sparks fly around their feet the mob he says
continued to yell like devils on another occasion when he had been
threatened by a group numbering more than a thousand charles wrote
in his diary that he knew no fear because he was engaged in the cause of
the lord 10 september 1856

by the time his ten year mission drew to a close elder penrose had
established a reputation as a gifted powerful speaker who could
discourse for an hour and a half without using any notes he had
memorized the scriptures and knew how to use them to support his
doctrine he also had a wonderful sense of humor and could keep
audiences laughing for as long as he wished for example he once
described a plum pudding as rather a cobbler paste with a raisin here
there and away over yonder 30 august 1863 on another occasion
after having heard the humorist artemus ward speak about his visit to
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salt lake city charles wrote some of his jokes were stale and some
fresh so fresh there was no flavor to them 19 november 1866 his
excellent essays were constantly in demand by orson pratt for
publication in the millennial star furthermore he had consistently
baptized more people and had served longer than any other elder in the
mission he had also presided with distinction over the london
cheltenham herefordshireHerefordshire and birmingham conferences

just before his 1861 missionary release a situation arose that
greatly troubled elder penrose A missionary unnamed began to circu-
late a sort of quiet slander against him there was not a word of truth
to the story and it greatly angered him he said he had grown used to the
enemies of the church accusing him of all sorts of mischief but it cut him
to the heart to have a church member slander him instead of

retaliating he sat down and wrote the poem school thy feelings 0 my
brother the writing of the poem which was later put to music seemed
to calm elder penrose and he was able to forgive the offending
missionary while continuing to love and serve god 14

leaving great britain and all his family behind save his wife
charles penrose in charge of 620 passengers came to the mountains
high first settling in farmington davis county and then moving to
cache valley at the request ofezra T benson where he married a second
wife louisa lusty he also founded a business and was called as a home
missionary frequently traveling with apostle benson himself he had
been in utah for only three years when he was called at the april 1865
general conference to serve another british mission before departing he
was asked to preach in the tabernacle and as he finished his discourse and
sat down president brigham young said loud enough for the whole
congregation to hear amen thats a good sermon 20 may 1865

after crossing the plains being beset by both indians and
mosquitoes elder penrose traveled by boat under rather primitive
conditions because there were many more passengers than berths and
arrived in england on 11 september 1865 after a warmwannwann bath and a
change of linen he was assigned by president daniel H wells to labor
in manchester however he was given permission to visit his mother
and sisters before beginning his assignment elder orson pratt also
gave him a book containing the pratt genealogy much of which elder
penrose had collected for the apostle from british museums many
years before when he came to the house where he and lucetta had lived
when they were first married his homesickness overcame him and he
wrote that night my heart seemed to swell a great pain was at my heart
and with difficulty I1 kept back the tears which came welling to my eyes

15 september 1865
during this period he wrote several articles for the millennial star

in the everlasting now he points out the problems of those people
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who live only in the memory of the past as well as those who live only
in anticipation of the future and argues that it would be much better for
both these classes of individuals to bring their minds to bear upon things
of the present 111515 in particular providence he argues that god does
intervene in the affairs of men and that the latter day saints especially
have had unmistakable evidence of this special providence on their
behalf he cites the miracle of the seagulls and the crickets as exhibit A 16

in the righteousness of christ he contends that while we are
redeemed by the righteousness of christ we must accept the saving
ordinances and follow the commandments the lord has revealed through
prophets to obtain eternal life 17in17 in yet another essay he advocates the idea
that church doctrine should be judged by its effects he states that
mormonism assures its believers of having a knowledge of the truth it
abolishes the fear of death and produces peace of mind the restored
gospel he says makes men free gives them hope and demonstrates that
communities can exist and thrive in areas of the world thought to be
barren and worthless he declares mormonism is a stem planted by
the hand of the lord watered by the blood of the saints and prophets

its roots are striking deeper every day 18 elder penrosesPenroses writing in
these essays is clear his prose correct and concise and his positions
sound he had the rare ability to dash off an article while others were
thinking about it 19 furthermore he always seemed to quote scripture
correctly reporters who checked his quotes found every word as it
should be 20

before going to manchester elder penrose gave away his sister
celia at the altar of st marys church as she married charles parker
27 august 1865 in october he composed a song entitled my loved

ones at home and saw it published in the star it was while on this
mission that he wrote what he considered to be his finest poem the
latter day kingdom this poem containing thirty three stanzas
contrasts the restored gospel with the kingdoms of past ages and
proclaims the grandeur that yet awaits the little stone cut out of the
mountain without hands the last eight lines read

such is the kingdom now on earth begun
A branch of the great governmental tree
whose roots are grounded in the central sun
whose boughs bear fruit through all eternity
happy are they who labor in its cause
happy are they who suffer for its cause
for all who are obedient to its laws
of all its joys and honors will partake 21

like the poetry of the womens exponent charles penrosesPenroses works are
sometimes superficial bland unimaginative derived from known
forms and themes spelling out its message in language more akin to
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prose than to poetry except for a self conscious adherence to rhyme and
rhythm 51221122552222 however in spite of their literary shortcomings his poems do
reflect his deep commitment to the gospel and the future glory he foresaw
if one were diligent in proclaiming its message his hymns were better
than his poems in 1865 he composed still another sung to the tune of
annie laurie called song of the british saint 28 december 1865

after serving for only two months elder penrose was called to be
the president of the essex conference when he arrived to conduct his
first meeting the saints greeted him with long continued applause
28 december 1865 he not only spoke and sang in conferences but he

also visited people he had baptized on his first mission who were
neglecting their meetings 8 january 1866 often receiving their

promise that they would do better after one meeting he reported that he
felt dull and empty but asked the lord for his spirit as another witness
for the truth and it rested upon me powerfully so that I1 spoke to my own
edification and the comfort of the saints 25 may 1866 one sunday
4 november 1886 he delivered a sermon regarding the practical duties
of the saints and then visited with a brother benee who had brought a
young man to the meeting who proved to be david gibson who had been
missing for more than three years gibson reported that on his way to
conference he had been knocked on the head and robbed of conference
money this together with the news he had just received of his wifescifes
infidelity preyed upon his mind and caused him to enlist in the army
after rising to the rank of corporal he contracted brain fever which left
him totally deaf and he was discharged president penrose conversed
with him by writing in the deaf and dumb alphabet 4 november 1866

in the spring of 1867 charles penrose became the assistant editor
of the millennial star and began full time work in the mission office it
was his duty not only to write articles but to get the star ready for printing
as well 29 june 1866 he also renewed his friendship with apostle
franklin D richards who had succeeded daniel H wells as european
mission president the fall of 1867 found charles taking an extended
tour of the churchschurche missions on the european continent he was
shocked at what he found among nonchurchnon church members in france but
enjoyed the rest of his tour

by the spring of 1869 charles penrose had been away from his two
wives and numerous children for three years he had learned of both the
poverty of his companions and the death of one of his children in may
after he had written an article for the star entitled zion past present and
future he was invited to franklin D richardssRichardrichardsss lodgings for tea after
beating around the bush for awhile elder richards said he thought we
would not be called home this year he told charles that he could not get
along without him and was convinced that he could do more good there
than at home charles replied that he thought three years was enough for
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any man to be away from home that my family was in a condition that
my presence was needed elder richards looked vexed but said no
more 25 may 1868 by june elder richards told charles that he could
go home and he began making preparations to do so but before
departing he was assigned to go on a speaking tour of ireland where in
a street meeting attended by three thousand people he declared there
is one lord and one faith and one baptism whereupon he heard a
heckler call out yes and one wife raising a general laugh in which
charles joined 19 july 1868 he answered questions about the church
in response to articles that had appeared in the belfast telegraph as well
as speaking on one occasion over the sound of the salvation army band
which was playing nearby

after his return home charles penrose became a newspaper editor
politician and one of the most influential men in the territory in 1885 he
was sent to washington DC with apostle brigham young jr to try
to persuade the new president elect grover cleveland to support
statehood for utah 23 while in the east to avoid arrest for practicing
plural marriage charles was called on still another mission to england
on 24 february 1886just1886 just a step ahead of federal officers he boarded the
wyoming went into his cramped little stateroom and kept quiet by
march he had arrived in england and was set apart to preside once again
over the london conference assist the president of the mission and write
for the millennial star within a few months he wrote a pamphlet entitled
the only true god was involved in a great uproar in ireland

accompanied president wells on a tour of denmark sweden norway
germany and switzerland and heard his song the loved ones at
home sung by angel croft at a spring concert this mission lasted for
only a year before he was summoned home to assume his duties as
managing editor of the deseret news

home again he wrote his rays of living light series was set
apart as assistant church historian and in july of 1904 was called to the
quorum of the twelve apostles in 1906 he was appointed to succeed
heber J grant as president of the european mission he left for england
on 20 october taking his third wife dr romania B pratt with him in
his diaries of this mission he always refers to her as the doctor during
the journey he was suffering from injuries to his left hand and knee the
result of a fall in salt lake city by using alcohol he was able to reduce
the swelling and the pain as he traveled east upon his arrival in england
he spent the first days purchasing furniture for the new mission home and
visiting with his sisters and aged mother in response to articles in the
improvement era by B H roberts and nels L nelsonsbelsonsNelsons book scientific
aspects of mormonism he answered the missionaries questions
regarding the eternity of ego 2 may 1907 thus he began to develop
an opinion regarding this topic that would change the course of the
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argument for years to come he regarded the roberts nelson position
that intelligence was individual as speculation unfounded in scripture
he did not mind such ideas being taught as long as they were properly
labeled As for himself he preferred to teach only that which could be
clearly justified from the scriptures and his position would later be
adoptadoptedadoptedbyadoptedlyedbyby the first presidency

president penrosesPenroses first presidential editorials in the millennial
star were devoted to commenting on a number of articles that had
appeared in the belfast evening telegraph concerning the latter day
saints it seems that the reverend hugh murphy had delivered a series
of sermons on the state of the soul after death that were remarkably
similar in their content to latter day saint doctrine president penrose
noted the similarities and declared that the church had been teaching
such concepts for more than seventy years 24 in a followupfollow up editorial
entitled the duality and unity of man he wrote that mans real
identity is that which is spirit for which on earth this body is prepared
he declared that

man is composed of a rational permanent spiritual personality incor-
porated in a body framed out of earthly elements in which he gains
experience and an understanding of the grosser things in the cosmos that he
could not otherwise obtain that these elements can and will be quickened
and made immortal like the glorious body of the son ofgod and that the
intelligent responsible spiritual entity will have to account for the deeds
done in the body 25

during his presidency he considered publishing the book of
mormonmonnon with the characters from the anthon transcript on the flyleaf he
also found time to answer questions relating to nephinephis s killing laban and
gods seemingly harsh dealings with ancient peoples 7 march 1907 in
april he wrote to professor nelson and stated his objections to some
things found in scientific aspects ofmormonismof Mormonism 18 april 1907 when
a church member was to be ordained a deacon but was instead ordained
a priest by mistake president penrose said that the intent of the elder
acting as mouth was what was important not the actual words the man
was a deacon the branch supported the presidents view but the
deacon priest left the church over the matter 14 february 1909

other millennial star editorials were devoted to encouraging the
missionaries to develop better habits in their proselyting efforts
president penrose told them that they should not waste time and that
pleasure and recreation must be set aside so as to accomplish the
important work of proclaiming the gospel personal comfort and con-
veniencevenience were not to stand in the way of duties to be performed not one
hour should be wasted and idleness lassitude and inactivity avoided
he urged missionaries further to be willing to labor where assigned and
to be clean in their person as well as in their quarters at a district
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conference attended by large numbers of saints and nonmembersmembersnon alike
president penrose declared and supported from the bible the view that
while no man had the right to add to that which god revealed god had
the right to add whatever he desired to communicate it was reported that
intense interest was taken in the discourse 112126

in a fine editorial printed in the 10 february 191910iglo10 issue of the star
president penrose responded to numerous questions he had received
about seeming contradictions found in the scriptures he argued that
the scriptural passages must be taken in context and that the purpose of
the writer should also be taken into consideration some scriptural
language he said was meant to be taken figuratively and it was folly to
interpret such passages in a literal sense he urged the saints to refrain
from dwelling upon isolated expressions or taking the precise language
of the author literally when a reader understood the writers intent the
context in which a passage was written and the circumstance that caused
the writing president penrose believed contradictions would for the
most part vanish 27 the next issue of the star contained an editorial
entitled give credit to whomom credit Is due a strong statement for
honesty in citing ones sources 2821 his st patricks day editorial was titled
mormonism and scientific thought in it he defended the position that

the beginning spoken of in genesis chapter one might have been
thousands or even millions of years before the earth was organized he
said there is nothing in the text that states how long a period intervened
between when god said let there be light and when the light appeared
it may he wrote have been ages upon ages of our time he believed

it was possible that this earth had been constructed from fragments of
other worlds or bodies that had revolved in space for eonsbons and by
attraction became involved in a greater mass referring to the teachings
of the prophet joseph smith president penrose stated that create
merely meant to organize and that the world was not made from nothing
he was convinced that the elements were eternal and that the earth was
organized from elements just as a statue is created from preexisting
marble 2921 this is a remarkable farsighted piece of writing that allows
much space for all men to ponder speculate and think about the earths
creation without feeling restricted or restrained so long as what they
teach is not directly contradicted in the scriptures

elder penrose concluded an april editorial on the translation of the
bible by stating that although the bible in the main is a correct
reproduction of the sayings of the ancient prophets and apostles yet the
translation is in some respects imperfect therefore he argued the
book of mormon is to be preferred because it was translated by the gift
and power of god 3010 while he cited a number of examples which he
believed demonstrated some incorrect bible translation the editorial
was in the main a plea for trust in all the scriptures in spite of the fact
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that the old and new testaments in their present form at least do not
contain the direct word of god to man writing in june he commented
on an article that had appeared in the london magazine on things
egyptian found among the mayan civilization in central america the
author had come to the conclusion that somehow the mayans had
influenced the egyptians president penrose argued that the reverse was
true and saw the article as yet another evidence for the divinity of the
book of mormonmonnon

his valedictory editorial published in june contained a summary of
his four year term as european mission president he had written many
articles for the star as well as tracts and books at least twice a year he
had visited the conferences in england scotland ireland and wales he
had also visited holland belgium switzerland germany denmark
and norway he had enjoyed good health and 3646 people had come
into the church in britain alone during his presidency an additional
8500 had been baptized in europe

thus he ended more than seventeen years of full time missionary
service in great britain it is doubtful that any other latter day saint had
spent or would later spend more years in building up the church in that
land than did charles W penrose the church in england would not have
been what it was or is without his wonderful missionary labors it is
somewhat ironic that he was able to convert thousands yet his own
family remained outside the fold they loved and respected him and were
even in awe of his speaking and writing abilities but they could not
believe in his message he alone had responded to the shepherds voice

charles penrosesPenroses later elevation to the churchschurche first presidency
only increased the influence he had among british saints he was
perhaps one of the three or four most influential english converts and
if longevity is a criterion he was without a doubt the greatest missionary
ever to serve in that land the testimony he bore late in his life gives a true
insight into the spirit of this remarkable man

god has blessed me with his spirit throughout my ministry when he called
I1 bowed in obedience to his will and am thankful for every opportunity for
service in his church the best thing I1 can say to you is to put your trust in
the lord and be willing to keep his commandments and god will be with
you whether in joy or in pain on the land or on the sea on hilltophill top or where
ever you may be the great time to learnleamicam things of worth and truth is now at
hand learnleam that which will make you useful happy kind patient and
charitable all these things are from god seek ye first the kingdom ofgod
and his righteousness so jesus christ taught and all other things will be
added unto you

may peace abide with you and the spirit of god be always in your
hearts 31
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edited by ronald W walker

we feature in this issues historians comer a letter written by
elder parley P pratt to president joseph smith written from
manchester england in late 18411841 the letter provides a window through
which we can view the religious setting of early victorian times it is of
course a personal perspective parley pratt an early mormon convert
preacher pamphleteer missionary and apostle was one of the first
evangels 0off his faith dispatched to great britain As such his words
convey the wonder of his new environment perhaps as significant they
also carry a hint of that introspective otherworldly melancholy that was
common to the man

the letter is ably edited by david H pratt an associate professor
of history at brigham young university professor pratt incidentally is
a descendant of parley P pratt

oh brother joseph

davdawdavidid H pratt

urban england particularly manchester in 1841 personified all
that was wrong with this earth to a millenarian parley P pratt came to
england with the majority of the quorum of the twelve in 1840 and went
to manchester in april to edit the millennial star after the initial
conversion rate of the first year which must have seemed like a harbinger
of the millennium pratt was left to preside over the missionary work
while the other apostles returned to nauvoo he was to reside for another
year and a half in manchester during one of its stormiest periods

manchester was the crown jewel of the industrial revolution
however the concomitants of industrial progress in the early nine
teenthsteenth century were overcrowding disease and crime manchestersManchesters
growth rate was over 40 percent between 1811 3311 by 18511851 more than
70 percent of the population had been bom outside of manchester
david H pratt is an associate professor of history at brigham young university
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frequent migration was necessary to maintain a population where the
average age at death was computed by a government report in 1842 to be
seventeen for a laborer and thirty eight for the upper classes in contrast
to thirty eight for an agricultural laborer and fifty two for the gentry in
a rural county 2

manchestersManchesters mills rose from one or two employing 1240 workers
in 1790 to sixty six mills with 51800 hands by 1821 families were
packed into older frequently damp housing where one privy might be
shared by thirty households 3 A french visitor dramatically summed up
the manchester of 1844 you hear nothing but the breathing of the vast
machines sending forth fire and smoke 1144

trade cycles were not new to manchester but the severity of the
economic crisis of 1837 41 was the bank failure of 1837 in the united
states overproduction of cotton goods foreign tariffs and competition
plus a series of bad harvests combined to stifle industry food prices rose
while wages were cut by 20 to 25 percent out of a total population of
353390 some 50000 hands were unemployed or underemployed in the
summer of 1837 by march 18421842116116ilg factories and mills and 681 shops
and offices had been forced to close their doors 5

it is in this context that we must first view parley P pratts letter to
joseph smith written on the eve of the year which a modem historian has
branded the gloomiestgloomiest in the entire nineteenth century 6 pratts millions
of laborers in the first paragraph is rhetoric but based on substance of
greater historical importance is the reference to the status of the converts
and the missionary tool of humbling the rich and exalting the poor it
was probably such a technique that led to the inclusion ofmormonscormons along
with some interesting bedfellowbedfellowsbedfellowss socialists and chartists as the
focus for attack by the monthly propaganda piece which pratt mentions
as an afterthought

more information is needed on contemporary opinion ofmormonscormonsMormons
did the english consider them as another dissenting religion or as a social
movement allied to similar causes what were the sources and who were
the molders of these opinions location could be one factor since at
least july 1840 mormon meetings had been regularly held in
carpenters hall faucher does not mention mormonscormons in his study of
manchester but he does perceptively note that As to religious sects the
latest imported is generally the most acceptable 1177 however the editorial
comment on fauchersfauchereFauchers essay rounds out one theme of how mormonscormonsMormons
chartists and socialists might have been connected in the public eye

As closely connected with the state of religion in manchester we may
mention carpenters hall and the hall of science the first is the
sunday resort of the chartists they open and close their meetings with the
singing of democratic hymns and their sermons are political discourses on
the justice of democracy and the necessity for obtaining the charter the
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second is an immense building in camp field raised exclusively by the
savings of the mechanics and artisans at a cost of 70000000 and which
contains a lecture hall the finest and most spacious in the town it is
tenantedtenantertenanted by the disciples of mr owen in addition to sunday lectures upon
the doctrines of socialism they possess a day and sunday school and
increase the number of their adherents by oratorios and festivals by rural
excursions and by providing cheap and innocent recreation for the working
classes their speculative doctrines aim at the destruction of all belief in
revealed religion and the establishment of community of property and they
are vigorously opposed by the evangelical portion of the religious public 8

the remainder of parley P pratts letter indicates his millennial
expectations the six questions have a note of crescendo about them as
he warms to the theme of the millennial signs the closing paragraphs
echo the first six verses of section 121 of the doctrine and covenants
original spelling punctuation and capitalization have been retained

manchester dec 4thath 1841
dear brother smith

I1 take this oppertopportunityunity to comunicatecommunicatecomunicate with you and would say that my
self and family are all well and we wish health and peace and favour to rest
abundantly upon you and your family and all the household of faith we
rejoice greatly in the continual good news which we hear from the land
ofofzionzion and in the spirit of faith union confidence enterprise and industry
which seems to prevail and increase in your midst we rejoice in the
building of the temple and feel great desire to push it foward you will
doubtless get the letter I1 sent last and you will there see what my mind has
been on that subject for some time and I1 find that it is in perfect accordance
with the spirit of the lord in nauvoo viz to push the temple ahead with all
posiblepossible speed and I1 hope it will be enclosed by next fall br fielding and
my self will continue to fowardtoward according to our ability and will endeavour
to influence others so to do but 0 br joseph millions of laborers are out
of employ and are starving in this country and among others hundreds of
the most faithful saints and hundreds more are laboring like slaves on about
halfwhat they can eat this pains my heart and I1 sometimes feel as if I1 could
take them all on my shoulders and upon my arms and carry them to zion
but allassablass the means is wanting yet we are enabled to work the deliverance
of many by humbling the rich and exalting the poor but dear br the saints
in this country are nearly all poor and there is no capital among them as it
were therefore they cannot fulfilfulfill your epistle in regard to men of capital
coming first to prepare the way for the rich will not hear nor obey the
gospel and the poor must flea or perish and if they perish they had rather
perish where provisions cost about one sixth part what they cost here yea
most gladly would they sell them selves for slaves to their Brethern in
america for the sake of a being on the earth but no one will buy them that
is hire them and advance them money to go with

dear br be so kind as to write me a few lines in answer to this letter
and give me a word of encouragement and advise for I1 get no letters from
america either from you or any one else ecceptexcept one of late from elder G
A smith do not fail to write this once as I1 have never recddecd a letter from
you since I1 have been in this land
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and now I1 would ask advise on several points
first I1 would wish to come home inin the spring and stay till the temple

is done if it is wisdom
secondly have you any advise to give as to any fertherberther provision for

the care and government of the churches in this land in my abscenceabsconceAbs cence and
in the abscenceabsconceabscence of the residue of the quorum

thirdly any advise or instructions in regard to gathering of the saints
from this land

fourthly any instructions as to the spread of the message to other
nations

fifthly when will the purchased possesionpossessionpossesion be redeemed and the
temple and city commence in jackson co mo

sixthly when will the ungodly lying gentiles begin to loose their
power and beaceceace to rule and we who have now spent half of our lives for
them be privaledgedpriva ledged to turn from the gentiles and go in full power to the
remnants of joseph and israel

now dear br if you will answer this letter the same night you get it
and answer these six questions and impart such other advise or instruction
as god may give you it will be a great blessing to me

as to news the lord is still working in power and signs in this land
many of the sick are healed many have visions some in dreams and some
in open day the ministering of angels is frequently enjoyed and in short
all the gifts of god are frequently manifesterdmanifesterd as far as they have been
generally attended to attained to in this age

the church is generally in union and increasing in confidence and
in numbers but it makes but slow progress because of the lying spirit which
every where prevails and the priestepriestcraftraft and false doctrines which are like
a flood around us discussions contentions lectures sermons play cards
tracts books papers pamphlets etc etc are flooding the country in great
number all contaningcontainingcontaning little else than lies and foolishness of the grossest
kind aganstaganet the cause of truth there is now a monthly periodical of a large
size bublishedpublishedBublished jointly against us and the socialestssocialistsSocial ests and chartists

in short it is wearisomewearysomeweary some to notice the multitude of evie and lying
publications much more to answer or reply to them we therefore pass
them in silence with few ecceptionsexceptions and the lord answers them in his own
time and in his own way by bringing them to naught and by doing his own
work

the wickedness and folly of the priests and their followers is
incredible it is beyond every thing language cannot tell it and I1 feel as
though it must come to an end soon very soon and the servants of god be
delivered and this yoak broken off from their necks I1 am really impatient
I1 cannot bear with them much longer the spirit which is in me cries come
out in judgementinjudgementjudgement spedilyspeedily 0 god and cause their theirwickednesswickedness and falsehood
to cease and let the cause of truth triumph and thy saints rejoice why
should thy servants be wasted a way and their lives cease from the earth or
their time gone till old age come upon them while the wicked still bear
rule and the cause of truth is in reproach how long 0 lord how long

dear br do enquire of the lord how long we musmust must see the
gentiles triumph and hear and bear their reproach when shall the power
offalsehood cease to prevail and the lord come out of his hiding place and
make bear his armann in the eyes of the nations in behalf of his own cause and
his own people
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do not be angry with your old friend for earnestly seeking this
knowledge or some information on the subject of these times for I1 feel to
humbly solisitsolicit at your hand a word on these subjects in the mene time be
assured that you have my love and best wishes and give the same to all
enquiring friends

I1 remain your brother in the cause
of truth

P P pratt
president J smith

all the american friends in this country are well as far as I1 know
P P pratt

NOTES

aj1jJ J tobias urban crime inin victorian england new york schocken books 1972 157 166
the report isis summarized briefly inm F roy willis western civilization an urban perspective 2 vols

lexington mass D C heath and co 1973 26722 672
frangoisfrancois vigier change and apathy liverpool and manchester during the industrial revolution

cambridge MIT press 1970 129129134134

leon faucher manchester in 1844 its present condition and future prospects 1844 reprint london
frank cass and co 1969 18 fauchersfauchereFauchers visit may have been hasty and his information secondhand but he isis
insightful the editorial comments which were designed to be a corrective by the local translator are frequently
even more useful and add to the contemporary assessment of ofmanchestermanchester rather than detract it must be kept inin mind
that this was the same manchester that motivated engels to writewnteante

ibid 141 147 editorial silence on the main points while haggling over weekly average earnings and
pawn tickets supports the dangerous situation inin which manchester found itself during these years

asa briggs the making ofmodernof modern england 1783 1867 the age of improvementofimprovement new york harper
and row 1965 295

fauchertouchertaucher manchester in 184418442278442222 23
ibid8ibidbibid 25
joseph smith collection letters incoming 1832441832 44 library archives historical department theme

church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city



the leading edge magazine announces the

1988 ART CONTEST

prizes 100 total top three winners receive cash prizes deadline
15 january 1988 submission requirements artwork must be 1

science fiction or fantasy related 2 appropriate for publication in the
leading edge 3 black and white line or halftone camera ready
submit only high quality copy or photostat of original artwork artwork
should be matted in gray tones but should not be framed submissions
will not be returned submission instructions all artwork must be
labeled with title if any and entrants full name and address include
phone number if desired mail or deliver to art contest the leading
edge 3163 JKHB provo utah 84602

the brigham young university
science fiction symposium announces the

odyssey poetry contest

prizes the first place winner will receive 200 cash prizes for
second and third places will also be awarded deadline entries must be
received no later than 28 january 1988 additional rules 1 all entries
must be original works entries may not have been previously published
2 entries must be typewritten spacing is determined by the form of the

poem 3 send copies not originals send a self addressed stamped
envelope if you wish your entry to be returned 4 please provide cover
sheet with your name and address do not put your name on the same
sheet as the poem itself title or at least number the poem 5 all entries
will be considered for publication in one of two publications brigham
young university studies or the leading edge if you do not want your
entry to be considered for publication in one or both of these publications
please indicate this on the cover sheet absence of such instructions will
be taken as consent 6 entries will be judged by a panel of published
poets decisions of the judges are final 7 winners of each contest will
be individually notified by mail 8 send all entries to the odyssey
poetry contest 3163 JKHB provo utah 84602
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