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darryl F zanucks brigham young
A film in context

james V darc

when darryl F zanucks brigham young was first released
in 1940 president heber J grant of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints praised the motion picture as a friendmakerfriendmaker 1 I1

the prestigious hollywood studio twentieth century fox had
spent more money on it than most motion pictures made up to that
time its simultaneous premiere in seven theaters in one city still
a world record was preceded by a grand parade down salt lake
cityscites main street businesses closed for the event and the mayor
proclaimed it brigham young day 2

not all reactions to the film however have been so favorable
A prominent biographer of brigham young called the movie
merely an interesting romance when a more authentic treatment
of brigham youngs life could have made it one of the greatest
epics in the history of the motion picture art 1133 in the 1970s
president spencer W kimball echoed the criticism of past and
present LDS church members he had little use for the films
portrayal of brigham young as a weak vacillating prophet 1541144

many members of the church today look at the film with amuse-
ment at BYU it has been used to quiz students on historical
inaccuracies indeed in order to view brigham young today one
would either have to tune in to a utah television station during the
july twenty fourth pioneer day commemoration or stay up for a
late night broadcast the film is rarely shown theatrically even in
utah to understand the rise and apparent fall in the films appeal
we must examine it in the context of its time

MOVIES IN THE THIRTIES

the 1930s were a bifurcated decade during most of the
decade america was struggling to emerge from the great depres-
sion under franklin D rooseveltsRoosevelts new deal programs the last

james V darc is curator of the arts and communications archives harold B lee library brigham
young university
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three years impacted by international events witnessed a gradual
preparation for participation in world war 11II the american
motion picture industry was similarly divided but for different
reasons beginning in 1934 the industry finally bowed to public
and especially governmental pressure stemming from as far

back as the 1920s and created the production code administeredA

by the production code administration whose chief leader was
will hays former postmaster general under calvin coolidge
known popularly as the hays office although actually admin-
istered during the decade by joseph I1 breen the production
code administration in concert with the major motion picture
producers established an intricate set of requirements prior to
release every film was required to obtain the production code seal
or clearance 5

with over 61 percent of the nation attending each week the
movies appeared to be virtually depression proof schlesinger
observes that in the thirties hollywood possessed the nation it
formed our images and shaped our dreams the movies were
near the operative center of the nations consciousness they
played an indispensable role in sustaining and stimulating the

1166 the of motionnational imagination enormous popularity
pictures and radio led warren susman to his description of the
thirties as a developing culture of sight and sound that was of
profound importance it increased our self awareness as a culture
it helped create a unity of response and action not previously
possible it made us more susceptible than ever to those who would
mold culture and thought 7

the all pervasive influence of movies might have been what
concerned president heber J grant when he heard in early 1939
that twentieth century fox planned a grand scale movie biog-
raphy of the churchechurchs second and perhaps most colorful leader
brigham young 8 up to the late 1930s mormonsmonnonsmormans had been the
object of often cruel caricature in the nations theaters beginning
in 1905 the american mutoscope biograph company had
produced a nickelodeon show entitled A trip to salt lake city
depicting a henpecked polygamous husband trying to give his
many children a drink of water in a jostling pullman car cecil
B demille later a friend of heber J grant and david 0 mckay
was the director general of famous players lasky studio which
in 1917 released A mormon maid a depiction of danite bands
intent on blood atonement and sneering brigham led mormon
apostles attempting to add to their utah haremshares 9 trapped by

the mormonscormonsMormons a 1922 british movie prevented from reaching
american screens capitalized on imaginative amorous exploits of



brigham young 7

mormon missionaries in the british isles portraying them as
mesmeric vampires preying on englandsglandsEn innocent women 10

even though in the mid thirties the production code strictly
prohibited any ridicule of religious denominations or their clergy
and adherents n some expressed interest in producing motion

historical of mormonism I1 I21 suchpictures based on aspects produc-
tions were never approved because a depiction of polygamy an
illegal and socially unacceptable practice would necessarily be
involved I113I1 in efforts to stave off further governmental regulation
of the industry because of its all too frequent depictions of loose
sexuality hollywood studios opted instead for a resurrection of
literary classics such as A tale of two cities 1935 mutiny on the
bounty 1935 and the adventures of robin hood 1938

in the later thirties despite lingering american isolationism
the threat of war abroad began to have its impact on the types of
films produced especially historical films the impact of the war
may cause the spate of period works to increase wrote one feature
writer in the new york times the past whether disrupted or
serene is secure 14 historical movies seemed to comfort viewers
in their feelings of nationalism and patriotism in a world that
appeared to be crumbling there was also a tendency during this
period towards expanding beyond the traditional treatment of
topics as proscribed by the production code regarding holly
woods new approach to potential movie material variety noted

no matterhowmattematter howrhow censurable how depressing how likely to tread on the
toes of political industrial or racial groups they are books and plays
are being dug out and gone over with an entirely different eye than
in the past this liberality is not self engendered in these lookers after
the nations morals one story editor of a major studio declared this
week but merely the reflection of a greater liberality in the mind of
the public itself its not in fact as has been said the movies are
growing up but the american public is growing up 15

nevertheless historical movies of this era were generally not inno
vativedative fortForrformulanula reigned supreme 166

BRIGHAM YOUNG IN THE BEGINNING

the idea for brigham young came to darryl zanuck vice
president in charge of production at twentieth century fox from
junior writer eleanor harris her twenty eight page treatment
entitled prophets ofempire submitted to zanuck through execu-
tive producer kenneth macgowan in may 1938 began with raids
on nauvoo citizens the assassination of joseph smith and the
evacuation of nauvoo her story concluded with the founding of
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salt lake city and the seagulls saving the mormonscormons from the
total ruin of their first crop since the script dealt with brigham
youngs plural wives zanuck knowing the potential difficulties
the production code would pose turned down the suggestion
harris continuedcontinucontinaed to develop the story on her own time and resub-
mitted it only to receive the same criticism from zanuck the
unfeasibility of portraying polygamy

there is no way that you can conceivably excuse to audiences of the
world the idea of one man having eight or nine bed companions

brigham young has been used as a standard vaudeville joke for
years and it is going to be awfully tough to try to explain to the public
that he slept with more than one woman because of religious or
economic problems 17

sometime in the few months spanning late 1938 and early
march of 1939 a theater owner in kansas with considerable
influence over exhibitors and claiming to have ties to LDS church
leaders sent zanuck a nine page treatment of the mormonmonnon story
this treatment apparently convinced zanuck that such a movie
could be done successfully inin spite of the fears over polygamy I118I1

immediately zanucks mind focused on his new project he
assigned eleanor harris and another writer in foxscoxs employ james
woolley not now a mormonmonnon 19 to work up a treatment until a
big name writer could do the final screenplay two other studio

writers were also temporarily assigned zanuck apparently liked
the writers treatment of polygamy once thought too censurable
and further instructed macgowan

the polygamy angle should not be ducked to do so would rip all
semblance of authenticity from the story it should be hit hard and
deliberately to make the story of brigham young and mormonism
and dismiss or timidly handle polygamy would be like making
alevanderalexander graham bell without the telephone jesse james with-
out guns or a columbia picture without director frank capra
fifty percent of the young potential audience would go to see the
picture hoping to be able to nudge their companions and giggle a bit
over their own knowledge of pornographic implications to deny
them this would be to cheat them defraud them of something

31120211savory

zanuck became cautious again about the storyssporys approach to
polygamy particularly after reading a letter sent to sidney kent
president of fox by president heber J grant who had read the
announcement of the film in the newspapers president grant
indicated that he was ready and willing to offer assistance to the
studio if only to avoid another slanderous hollywood fiction
alizationalization
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where an historical character has been so colorful as was brigham
young and where so much lurid untruth has been written about such
an one it is not always easy to get at the exact truth which underlies
his life truth which such a company as your own would wish to
have at its disposal before making a filmflim 21

the same day he wrote to kent president grant also sent a
letter to will hays whom grant had invited to salt lake city in
1918 to sell war bonds when hays was an official of president
wilsonsvilsonsWilsons liberty loan drive grant confessed that he was 14notnot at
all sure as to how you are really connected to the production of
pictures but thought that hayssdayss

high sense of justice and fair play will see to it that the slanders and
vilifications of the past are not dished out again to a public that is
sometimes not very discriminating and that is too frequently recep-
tive and even gullible in the matter of unsavory and sensational
stories however baseless they may be 22

in a return letter hays assured president grant that twentieth
century fox had a high reputation and that kent and zanuck would
receive his suggestions with sympathy 112323

meanwhile it was decided that louis bromfield a novelist of
note at that time would write the original story on which the script
would be based bromfield whose pulitzer prize winning novel
the rains came 1937 became a hit zanuck film in 1939 starring
tyrone power was a logical choice 2421

VARDIS FISHER AND CHILDREN OF GOD

while bromfield was on his way by train from ohio to meet
zanuck in hollywood he read a stack of unsigned book manu-
scripts in connection with his position as one of three judges for the
harper brothers prize for 1938 39 one of the manuscripts was a
lengthy saga of the mormonscormonsMormons encompassing somewhat the same
period as zanucks new film project the novel which bromfield
judged the winner and persuaded zanuck to buy screen rights to
was children ofgodof godgoy by mormon bomborn idahoan vardis fisher who
was later judged by alfred kazin to be americas last authentic
novelist of the frontier 25 acknowledged to be the most widely
read of fishers books 112626 children of god subtitled an american
epic carried the mormon story from joseph smiths boyhood up
to wilford woodruffswoodruffe 1890 manifesto and the official end of
plural marriage the book earned considerable praise on its release
carl van doren wrote that it neither exalted the mormonscormons as their
own pious tradition did nor abused them in the tradition of their
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ignorant enemies 112127 it was also criticized in later years for being
historically inaccurate 28 children ofgodofgodgoy enjoyed prodigious sales
upon publication in 1939 and was abridged in two installments in
readers digest in 1940 the alleged connection between this book
and the developing script for brigham young was of great concern
to president grant and his handpicked liaison with the studio elder
john A widtsoeWidtsoe

elder widtsoeWidtsoe in a letter critiquing one of the seven major
drafts of the screenplay wrote to executive producer macgowan
that children of god was

well written entertaining and often brilliant but that its mixture
of facts and fancy of sober knowledge and imagination of attempts
at fairness and acceptance of exploded myth leaves with the reader
a complete misunderstanding of motives events and accomplish-
ments intended to be an historical novel about mormonism it has
become a biased and incomplete novel about polygamy

elder widtsoe concluded that fishers portraits of joseph smith
and brigham young were caricatures and that the job of
writing the book was too big for the author especially after his
series of 112929neurotically impelled writings

even though elder widtsoe kept him apprised of the script
developments president grant expressed frequent concern in his
journal and in correspondence about the potentially unfavorable
influence of fishers book on the films story in august 1939 he
wrote in his journal 1I thought I1 would buy a copy of it children
ofgodof godgoy but brother alfred EJE bowen said he didnt think it would
be worth my while to even read it that it is simply rotten 3010 two
months later president grant confided in a letter that 1I have lived
in fear that perhaps there might be something in the picture that
would be unfavorable to brigham young because of the man who
has been writing the scenario louis bromfield has endorsed a
book that I1 think is about as meanmean as the devil 5531113131

in late october 1939 president grant J reuben clarkdarkmark
and john A widtsoe journeyed to los angeles for a reading of
the script by lamar trotti president grants journal entry for
27 october records in a hopeful vein that brother clarkdarkoark brother
widtsoe and I1 were well pleased with the script we think there
should be slight changes made all of which they agreed to make 1132111232

however just three months later children ofgodof godgoy still haunted him
1I had a miserable nights rest last night I1 didnt get to sleep until
after twelve oclock and then slept only a short time I1 got up and
then went back to bed but couldnt go to sleep I1 felt ashamed of
myself that I1 would allow such a thing as the book children of god
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to keep me awake 33 john A widtsoeWidtsoe similarly concerned over
the effect fishers novel might have on the script noted to trotti at
the conclusion of a detailed three page critique of one of the script
drafts

I1 wonder a little if mr bromfield who helped adjudge the harper
prize to the indecent book known as children of god was fishers
picture of the mormonscormonsMormons literature needs its will hays also decent
people even in this century cannot be fooled into believing that true
literature blossoms from indecency mans many centuries proves
the contrary this however is but a passing expression should
you wish to discuss any of these matters with me I1 shall be glad to
run down to los angeles unless you come up here and beard the
mormon lions in their own den 3414

while president grant and elder widtsoe repudiated the
book weston nordgren writing in the church missionary
publication liahona the elders journal suggested that in spite
of its anti mormon character the book has stirred up considerable
interest in mormon doings which will probably be useful publicity
for the present picture 35 in fact fishers book had little impact on
the final story or characterizations of the film 36

the studio kept in close contact with church representatives
during the production stages only a week after arriving in los
angeles louis bromfield journeyed to st george utah where he
met john A widtsoeWidtsoe who took the novelist on a four day motor
tour through utah in salt lake city bromfield was treated to a
lunch with three then living daughters of brigham young and an
evening organ recital in the tabernacle the pair were joined by
president grant on the last day as they visited emigration canyon
widtsoesWidtsoes diary records as the topic of discussion each day

B young all the way 37

in april 1940 after five full months of work on seven
majorrevisionsmajor revisions of the script brigham young was before the
cameras for more than two months of extensive shooting mostly
on location in california but also in utah 38 veteran action
director henry hathaway directed the film which included a very
expensive cast of foxscoxs top stars tyrone power as jonathan
the young mormon scout linda darnell a studio newcomer as
zina the non mormon outsider vincent price recruited from
broadway as joseph smith dean jagger also from the stage as
brigham young the title role that launched a successful holly-
wood career mary astor as mary ann brighamsBrighams main wife
john carradine as porter rockwell veteran movie villain brian
donlevy as angus duncan brighamsBrighams continual adversary for
power and jane darwell who earlier that year had played ma joad



9

a
0bi

t 0
g aqzq

R
Q

v 2aa
0 0
W Z
s Fat9t
0 10R
E 0
wr- o0
r 5.50

ai5i 0
4r zo
0

Z
0

E 0
0

t r
I1 0
u0 R



CF

2
2
9

5
E

alql

0o
I1

t
2.2
0
6
I1
E
0p
r
0u



to
z
0
51
1I
1

2.2
1

0
0

2r
0u



47

0

0

E

0

E

828 2
0

0 E

c tp

0

z 0



EF 0

00

c 0

0

C 0
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in zanucks the grapes of wrath as eliza webb a monmormonmonnonnon
killed by a mobbersrobbersmobbers bullet nine time academy award winning
musician alfred newman wrote an atmospheric score that taste-
fully used the mormon hymns the spirit of god like a fire Is
burning and come come ye saints in key scenes the
finished film nearly two hours long and costing 1485000 was
among the most expensive motion picture made by twentieth
century fox up to that time the subtitle frontiersman was added
to attract eastern audiences who might otherwise consider the
movie to be entirely religious see advertising mat illustration 399

REACTIONS

the depictions of polygamy in the movie were brief limited
to the occasional appearance of four wives of brigham young and
to zina taunting jonathan when he proposes marriage how could
you get to loving one wife more than all of the others in another
brief scene while on their way back to council bluffs for the
remaining settlers porter rockwell and jonathan compute how
large salt lake city would be if every man had a certain number of
wives when jonathan asks how will we get that many women
porter replies oh thats no problem women convert easy time
magazines review summed up the films lack of emphasis on
polygamy when it captioned a studio generated photograph of
dean jagger surrounded by twelve women in pioneer dress with
brigham young only the publicity department gave him his fair

share 40

fox public relations head jason joy journeyed to salt lake
city for a 13 august 1940 private screening for president grant and
his counselors following the screening the salt lake tribune
reported that president grant said 1I thank darryl F zanuck for a
sympathetic presentation of an immortal story I1 endorse it with
all my heart and have no suggestions to make for any changes
this is one of the greatest days of my life I1 cant say any more than
god bless you 411 the star studded premiere in salt lake city on

23 august seemed to ratify that endorsement zanuck tyrone
power linda darnelldamelidarneil dean jagger louis bromfield and other
fox dignitaries hosted the seven theater premiere

the national release of brigham young occurred one month
later in new york cityscites prestigious roxy theatre in los angeles
at graumans chinese theatre and at san franciscosfranciscisFranciscos paramount
theatre to essentially favorable if not enthusiastic reviews it is
the major picture of the year wrote the critic for the los angeles
times 42 popular movie columnist louella parsons praised it as
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the best picture ever to come out ot me 20th century fox studio
and one of the best pictures this reviewer has ever seen 43

brigham young wrote a critic in the los angeles daily news
is one of those rare distinguished motion pictures which makes

up in two hours for every sin of mediocrity committed in
hollywood it is the best twentieth century fox production
since grapes ofwrath and a credit to the entire industry 114444 of the
sixty reviews I1 have surveyed from daily newspapers industry
trade publications and national magazines not more than five
could be classified as negative new york times critic bosley
crowther was the only dissenter among the highly profiled film
critics declaring the picture is much more tedious than
brighamsBrighams life must have been the lack of screen time on
polygamy caused him to conclude that its too bad that brigham
young had to be so monog we mean monotonous 45

the film industry trade papers were nearly unanimous in
praising the film citing it as a stirring saga of the mormon people
that has epic sweep and is gripping screen fare46 and one of the
really worthwhile pictures of the year 51471141554147 bothnewsweekboth newsweek and time
carried positive reviews and life chose brigham young as its
movie of the week 148a48 A half hour radio adaptation performed

by tyrone power linda darnelldamelidarneil mary astor and dean jagger
all of whom flew to new york for the films east coast premiere
was aired nationwide as the season opener for the kate smith
show 49

the commercial success of the film is not easy to determine
because of conflicting box office records and wartime conditions in
europe that restricted film distribution abroad 5500 traditionally the
trade paper variety tracks a given film at key theaters for the first
few weeks of its initial run during that time trends are established
and a reasonable estimate can be made of the success of a picture
on the west coast brigham young had an average first weeks
gross but fell considerably during the second week Seattles
opening was deemed very disappointing by variety but
portlandsPortlands reception was very strong san franciscosfranciscisFranciscos earnings
were judged fair and denversdanversDenvers receipts were well above aver-
age 115151 chicagosChicagos grosses were very low and omahasomahan average
the reception in memphis prompted the paper to say mormon
leader has more wives than customers in these parts 115152 on the east
coast opening engagements earned average returns in boston but
were very low in providence pittsburgh and philadelphia new
york cityscites box office grosses were average but in baltimore
brigham young received consistent day and night trade pointing
to a most satisfying figure 1153115153
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subsequent published references to the box office take for
bibrighamighambigham young have reflected the disappointing trend suggested
by the first two weeks of varietyvaival ietysgetys1 initial reports 5414 yet maynard
smith who wrote a 1953 dissertation on the films ofoflamartrottilamar trotti
claimed to have had access to twentieth century fox financial
records no longer available at the studio and reported that the total
box office returns from biighambrighambigham young exceeded four million
dollars 55 this figure would indicate that the movie was a better
than average success for the studio

while the national and regional press including editorials in
the salt lake city papers were predominantly enthusiastic about
bibrighamighambigham young president grant worried about the reactions of
the general church membership truman young a san francisco
attorney and a great grandson of brigham young voiced a general
criticism of many in the church

it is a sympathetic and entertaining film if not an epic Howehoweververdverj
brigham young is characterized as altogether too vacillating in the
screen portrait he may have had some doubt of his ability as the
perfect leader but he felt called to aid his people first in saving their
lives and then in finding a peaceful haven for settlement 56

in the film for example when asked ifhis decision to leave nauvoo
was a revelation brighamsBrighams reply in the affirmative contradicts his
discussion with mary ann minutes earlier when he complained to
her that when he asked the lord if he was to be head of the church
the lord didnt say anything 57 in another scene when the

mormonsmonnonsmormans are packing up to leave nauvoo mary ann utters a
prayer complaining that this is an awful thing hes asking us to do
and right now in his heart hes not half as sure as he makes out to
be 58 in yet another scene when duncans subversive efforts get
the best of him brigham confesses to his wife sometimes I1

wonder if im being punished for saying the lord told me to take
charge 59 despite such scripted dialogue however the visual
images throughout the film and the favorable linking of joseph
smith to brigham young convey the impression that brigham is
unquestionably josephs successor see frame enlargements

at the october 1940 general conference of the church
president grant responded to what he felt was the prevailing
criticism

I1 have heard some little criticism of it but we cannot expect the
people who do not know that brigham young was in very deed the
representative of god upon the earth who do not know of his
wonderful character to tell the story as we would tell it there is
nothing in the picture that reflects in any way against our people it
is a very marvelous and wonderful thing considering how people
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generally have treated us and what they thought of us of course
there are many things that are not strictly correct and that is
announced in the picture itself it is of course a picture and we could
not hope that they would make a picture at their expense running into
a couple of million dollars to be just as we would like it 60

HEBER J GRANT AND MORMONISM IN THE THIRTIES

president grant of course had agreed to the now criticized
brigham young vacillations during the various stages of script
development that he did so is revealing about the nature of the man
who led the church for twenty seven years and who attempted
largely successfully to build bridges between the broader

american and the mormon cultures heber J grant succeeded to
the presidency of the church in 1918 upon the death of joseph F
smith at that time the church was experiencing the changes that
came with the new century its culture and more recently the
difficulties in obtaining a senatorial seat for reed smoot in the
words of frank W fox president grants task was to transtransformforin
the mormon church from a small sect cloistered away in the rocky
mountains to a national and eventually international religious
movement with a universal message this transformation would
be effected by the churchschurche coming to terms with the united states
politically socially culturally to some degree and above all
spiritually it had to reconcile its own sense of mission with the
existing sense of national purpose to the end that it might become
a working force in american life 61 by the 1930s this transforma-
tion had largely been accomplished with results that thomas
alexander characterizes as nothing less than miraculous
mormonscormons were now working together in social and community
betterment causes such as prohibition nonpartisannon partisan government
the development of parks and a multitude of other social and
cultural causes 5962196262 the church security plan or welfare plan as
it became more popularly known provided a great boost to the
mormon image of thrift industry and traditional american values
national magazines reflected this changing attitude in the late
1930s largely to the credit of president grant henry D moyle
reed smoot J reuben clarkdarkoark jr and others whose business and
civic involvements brought the church closer to the american
mainstream 6361 by the time brigham young was released readers of
americas newspapers and magazines were offered pages of infor-
mation on the church and its history in addition to the readersreaders
digest condensation of fishers children 0of god the seven million
readers of the american weekly were treated to a twelve part
biography of brigham young 64
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president grants efforts to accommodate the needs of the
filmmakersfilmmakers is evident in the diplomatic tone of a letter he wrote to
kenneth macgowan in august 1939 before the first draft screen-
play was completed

I1 hope we shall not appear to you to be overanxious and we have no
disposition to be oversensitive but we are tremendously concerned
that this picture shall be a true picture and while we are not any of
us playwrights or dramatists or movie technicians we can appre-
ciate the war which must constantly go on in one preparing a picture
between the highly dramatic and the sober fact 6561

on a similar note john A widtsoe wrote to macgowan we
widtsoeWidtsoe and lamar trotti have worked very carefully on the

script and hope that the suggestions on the copy may be considered
favorably by you however we shall support you in the final
decision whatever it may be 111666

very early in the story treatment stages church officials
seemed very flexible in adapting history for the needs of the film
even to the extent of inserting the hole in the rock episode into the
crossing of the plains 6761 president grant also quelled potentially
embarrassing moments when george D pyper the eighty year
old sunday school president and historical advisor on the set
intruded once too often with suggestions on historical accuracy
president grant calmed studio executives saying dont pay too
much attention to that brother weve got to have box office in this

116168picture
the picture of brigham young as a man uncertain about his

calling was evidently part of the idea of the film from the beginning
in connection with a suit lodged against twentieth century fox by
eleanor harris a junior writer assigned to work with bromfield on
the story the credited writer of the film lamar trotti recounted
in his deposition that brigham young was

a story of a man an individual who started out to found a religious
community who sought the help ofgod to do so and who didnt find
the physical answer to his prayer but who said that he had done so and
on the strength of that led his people in to this valley where they
almost starved to death and then he soughtforgivenesssought forgiveness and finally
found his people saved by what the mormonmonnon people believed to be a
miracle in the form of the sea gulls that came and killed the crickets
that were eating their food 69

louis bromfield in his deposition took credit for the structure
and basic ideas embodied in the final screenplay as filmed
including the basic dramatic idea on which the whole story is

founded that brigham young without consciousness of revelation
or divine assistance assumes control and leadership of his people
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and finally appeals to god when he is defeated and his people are
in danger of death by starvation 70

darryl F zanuck in his deposition confirmed that president
grant for dramatic reasons had approved the fictional characteri-
zation of brigham young that had disturbed so many of his church
members

so as a matter of fact president grant of the mormon church when
he saw the film and as to this particular line in the characterization of
brigham young said that while it was not true to the life of brigham
young however it seemed to him it was essential to the situation
which brigham young knew and while it was not true he felt that it
was a thing that was dramatically essential and so the mormon
church permitted us to keep it in the picture

the whole issue of whether the film was true or not in their
minds in the minds of the mormon church was based upon
one rather illuminating quality in his character in other words
bromfield created the approach and the basic idea of the whole film
was built around the character of the man who consciously misleads
his people leading them to believe he is constantly in touch and he
knows he knows all the time that he is not in touch with god but at
the finish when everything is lost and he faces failure he appeals once
more to god and god answers his appeal and the theme being that
all the time he was actually in touch with god although he didnt
know it

that was the big side of the whole film and that made the
picture 71

the question of the films truth and the attitude of church
officials toward historical accuracy help us to understand the forces
that finally formed and developed the story as presented to the
public M R wernerwemer noted at the films release that the film either
telescoped key events in mormonmonnon history such as the expulsion
from nauvoo or clearly fabricated episodes brigham young at
the time of the cricket infestation and arrival of the seagulls was in
council bluffs not in the salt lake valley as portrayed in the film
gold was not discovered in california in 1846 as the film main-
tained but two years later 7212 apparently president grant and
other church officials working with twentieth century fox were
satisfied as long as a positive image of the church emerged through
the fiction

BRIGHAM YOUNG AND WORLD AFFAIRS

seen in the context of the late 1930s the image of the
mormonsmonnonsmormans as a persecuted people was a timely parallel to the
persecution of the jews in europe particularly in hitlershillersHit lers
Gengennanygermanydennanynany the creative artists directly and indirectly responsible
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for the storylinestoryline of brigham young were each in one way or
another not only acutely aware of the persecutions abroad but
vocal if not active in favoring some kind of involvement by the
united states in alleviating those conditions just prior to foxscoxs
purchase of the screen rights to children of god vardis fisher
wrote a lengthy letter to his literary agent encouraging her to
approach zanuck on his behalf for the job as technical advisor on
the film

I1 dont believe any other person is more familiar with the essential
facts of mormonmonnon history and especially with the spirit of it than I1 am
above all I1 should wish to point out to mr zanuck the remarkable
opportunity not only to portray one of the most dramatic chapters in

american history but also and more importantly to make the
portrayal implicitly an antidote to the increasing spread of fascism
and antisemitismanti semitism in this nation practically everyone who has
written of mormonism has in my opinion missed the spirit of the
movement above all else that movement was an almost bentincentincenturyY
longstrugglelongiong struggle torindatofindatofind a refugefoirefuge jorfor conscience andhunialland bumanhuman libellibertiesties my
novel is the only book that has made that the theme and driving force
of the movement As one actively interested in the committee for
united action against fascism and antisemitismanti semitism in this country I1

am deeply interested also in the opportunity to make of the mormon
motion picture a powerful even though implicit agent in the defense
of human liberties in this nation the theology was only the
raison detre of that struggle

fisher concluded the letter by offering to be employed in an
anonymous capacity not because primarily of the money or
because I1 have any ambitions toward hollywood but because I1 am
vitally interested in the threat to human liberties in the world today
and should like to see the mormon story produced in a way to make
it an implicit voice against persecution and reaction 73

louis bromfield who had a lifelong interest in the
mormonsmonnonscormonsmonnoneMorMonmonsnons 1174111474 was similarly concerned with the conditions of
fascism in and out of the united states whether or not bromfield
has political aspirations few americans have been more active in

the anti fascist cause wrote an anonymous author for the 1944
edition of current biography bromfield was on the executive
board of the emergency committee to save the jewish people of
europe and a sponsor of the american committee for the proteckrotec
tion of the foreign bom speaking of fascism bromfield said that

it cuts across all nations we have plenty of fascist minded people
right here in the united states the kind who think the fascist
nazis would put the poor people in their place and protect my
property and investments 1I75 even eleanor harris whose story
prophets of empire had initially set zanucks mind in motion on
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the eventual brigham young project referred to world conditions
in an early memo on her story with our eyes on todays headlines
nothing could be more topical than the story of the persecuted
people who left their country because they must whose only
guide was hope and who in the midst of desolation built a
triumphant empireempire76111676 ellipses in original

darryl F zanuck was no stranger to topical stories that
appealed to the public in his first story conference for brigham
young he compared what he had in mind to two earlier films
the covered wagon a pioneer epic made in 1923 by paramount
and the house of rothschild one ofofzanuckszanucks first productions at
twentieth century pictures released with great success at the
box office in 1934 the house of rothschild dealt with the perse
cutionscautions in europe of the famous jewish banking family veteran
actor george arliss borrowed from warnerwamer brothers played the
lead role of nathan rothschild screenwriter nunnally johnson
wrote a hateful tirade against jews for the part of the antisemiticanti semitic
rabble rouser ledrantzlebrantzLedrantz played by boris karloff arliss as nathan
rothschild in return delivered a stinging denunciation as the high
point of the film at the time the house of rothschild was in
production hitler had come to power in germany in his book on
zanuck leonard mosely writes

from a purely commercial point of view it was a controversial movie
to be making at this time but if joe schenck and the bookers at
united artists were apprehensive about this zanuck on the con-
trary was stimulated by the prevailing conditions and felt that here
was a page one film if there was one its story brought bang up to date
by the happenings in nazi germany zanuck believed that the
controversial aspects of it would attract rather than repel movie

77goers

zanuck was right the house of rothschild was the biggest hit of
the new companyscompanascomp anys brief existence

in his instructions to executive producer kenneth macgowan
in the first story conference on brigham young zanuck established
the connection between the house ofrothschildof rothschild and his mormon
saga with one eye on history and the other on contemporary events
introduce your characters and the cause to which they are pledged

they have just finished the building of their tabernacle then show
the start of the persecution and the pogroms paralleling the
situation in house of rothschild and what is happening abroad

1178117178today
under the skilled pen of foxscoxs top scriptwriter lamar

trotti 79 brigham young was furnished with a courtroom
scene similar to the dramatic scene in the house of rothschild
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denouncing intolerance this time religious rather than purely
racial the courtroom scene is the highlight of the film and is
followed by the assassination of joseph smith in the final script
brigham young is introduced to the viewer in his stinstifstirringningfingwing ten
minute defense of the mormonsmonnonsmormans in a scene which includes flash-
backs of his first meeting with joseph smith his concluding
statement to the jury is a dramatic closeupclose up with joseph smith
visible over his shoulder

now gentlemen im not asking you to believe a single thing joseph
smith said but I1 do ask you let him believe it let me believe it if
we want to your forefathers and mine came to this country in the first
place for one great reason to escape persecution for their beliefs
and to build a free country where everybody might worship god as
he pleased thats what brought the puritans to massachusetts the
quakers to pennsylvania the huguenotsHuguenots to south carolina the
catholics to maryland and when theyd found what they were after
they fought a war to hold onto it and they drew up one of the noblest
documents ever written the constitution of the united states to
govern free men and the very first words they put on that piece of
paper guarantees to every man the right to worship god as he
pleases and prohibits congress or anybody else from ever doing
anything to take away that right you cant convict joseph smithjustsmith just
because he happens to believe something you dont believe you
cant go against everything your fathers fought and died for and if
you do your names not joseph smiths will go down in history as
traitors theyll stink in the records and be a shameful thing on the
tongues of your children80children 80

the popular press did not miss the implications of brighamsBrighams
speech nor that the message of the film was a very contemporary
one religious liberty with the US constitution as its backer
is made a serious and coherent theme in the films motivation
wrote a california reviewer 81 philip K scheuer writing in the
losangeleslos angeles times commented that aliakilaalla11ajll this happened but a
century ago yet many of us pausing to take stock at the close of
brigham young may well find ourselves asking can such things
have been did we do thistchistthis 182I the motion picture news a
publication of the womens university club of los angeles
concluded in their review of brigham young it is difficult for us
to believe that they mormonscormonsMormons were persecuted in missouri and
illinois with the savage bigotry of present day nazism but such
was the case 83

the widely received message of tolerance and the court-
room scene that explicitly made the point also reflected contempo-
rary social and judicial attitudes the trial scene developed and
written by trotti was wholly fictional and meant to send its
message in a minimum of time which is the essence of any
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dramatic presentation yet trottisgrottisTrottis and zanucks brigham
young argued a defense that would not have been appropriate in the
1840s the federal constitutional guarantee of free exercise of
religion was a legally recognized concept in the late 1930s but not
in the 1840s

comparing the fictionalized trial of joseph smith as por
trayedbrayed in the film to the actual trial of josephs alleged assassins in
1845 adds insight to the actual legal arguments of the time
according to dallin H oaks and marvin S hill both mormonscormons
and gentiles in hancock county contended in court primarily over
higher law and popular sovereignty and not the first amend-

ment and its religious guarantees

the murders and trial at carthage exposed some basic issues that
divided mormonmonnon and non mormon in hancock county in its own
way each group was committed to the written laws of state and
nation yet each paid allegiance to another law they deemed higher
than these the source of the mormonscormonsMormons higher law was the revela-
tions of god its spokesman was their prophet but with source and
spokesman vested in the same individual the antiantl mormonsmonnonsmormans feared
a potential tyranny the antiantl mormonsmonnonsmormans also appealed to a higher law
but its sources were diffuse and its spokesmen many their sources
were the bible reason and individual conscience reliance on god
but also nature As a minority in the state the mormonscormons had to
respond to the will of the majority subject only to the limited and
remote guarantees of the written constitution in their case those
guarantees proved insufficient to preserve either their prerogatives as
the elected majority or their rights as a participating majority 8414

federal constitutional guarantees were remote in states in the
1840s because first amendment guarantees of religious freedom
were not then binding upon the states and were interpreted as a
protection from the possibility that the federal government would
establish a national religion the fourteenth amendment origi-
nally ratified in 1868 extended to states the limitations imposed
on the federal government by the bill of rights among which
were freedom of religion and of assembly 8581 but it was not until the
mid 1930s under the new deal that the supreme court began
ruling in favor ofprotecting minority individuals and organizations
religious or otherwise against the power of the state

the timeliness of the message of brigham young particularly
where contemporary court decisions were concerned was dis-
cussed in a review in the new york mirror

and incidentally to all those officials of various towns who have
been chasing out that fantastic sect known as jehovahsJehovahs witnesses
this department particularly recommends brigham youngs defense
speech at joseph smiths trial for treason its the kind of american-
ism that some of us are sometimes inclined to forget 86
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between the time early in 1938 when brigham young began
serious story development and the eve of its premiere in salt lake
city in late august 1940 war had been declared on germany by
france and britain germany had invaded the netherlands and
france had fallen bombs were falling nightly on london even as
audiences in salt lake city new york and los angeles queued
up to see zanucks saga about brigham young

would brigham young have been produced if world condi-
tions had not been what they were in the late 1930s perhaps the
story was inherently dramatic and was certainly qualified in terms
of sweep and spectacle yet the matter of polygamy seemed to be
an insuperable obstacle even to zanuck until he was convinced
that another element the theme of religious or racial tolerance
outweighed the liabilities zanucks attraction to the theme of
tolerance in a world where its rarity made headlines combined
with his interventionist posture 87 provided fertile social soil from
which brigham young emerged to be favorably received by its
viewers

the modem message of brigham young then addressed
current concerns and anxieties about intolerance and persecution
to president grant and his 700000 latter day saints tolerance
and acceptance were themes that needed underscoringunderscoring particularly
in the theaters that had only a few years before projected the
unfavorable stereotyped images of nineteenth century polygamy
by dedicated continuous involvement in the drafting and produc-
tion of the film and through wise compromises president grant and
other church leaders did much to insure the eventual success of
brigham young in its positive portrayal of the churchschurche early
history with that objective having been accomplished it was a
relieved heber J grant who declared after the preview showing of
brigham young in salt lake city this is one of the greatest days
of my life
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n polygamy isis considered as multiple adultery under the code and therefore any story dealing
with this theme must have sufficient compensating moral values to permit its dramatization on the screen
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14 douglas W churchill hollywood goes historical newnonnen yorkyolk timestime magamagazzineeinelincint 4 august
1940 22 hollywood s current preoccupation with american history springs partly from a nationwide
resurgence of patriotism which inin turn springs from USU S revulsion at events inin europe partly from
realization that americans enjoy pictures based on fact docile citv has dodge city premier that
dazzles kansas and halfthehalf the west liplifelije 6 11717 april 193911939 68 this article also discusses the success of
screen biographies of ofhistoricalhistorical figures and reports that films on the life of ofabrahamabraham lincoln and brigham
young were inin production

11 liberalliberalizingi zing the screen vaivalvarletvarietn t v 13 march 1940 3 all citations to variervarietvafier v unless otherwise
stated are to the new york city edition

churchill hollywood goes historical 7 22 in an assessment of historically oriented
feature films up to that time 1940 churchill concluded that linalniilnin the mainmalnmainmaln the flimsfilms are focused on the
great man the individual who stands at the crux of historical events then he listed three traits common
to nearly all of these films many of the directors hold that inin a biographical film details are
inconsequential as long as the spirit and purpose of a mans life are faithfully articulated secondly there
are numerous external pressures relatives special interest groups descendants of famous figures who
bring the luckless producers into court on the flimsiestflims iest provocationsprovocations finally there isis the necessity of
catering to the popular concept of ofhistoryhistory the public wants the objects of its adoration and veneration
to be shown as heroic in the case of brigham young all the above factors were strictly met

darryl F zanuck to william dover memorandum 8 september 1938 twentieth century fox
film corporation archives beverly hills california hereafter cited as fox archives

julian johnson head offoxsoffousof foxscoxs story department to kenneth macgowan associate produceproducerronon
brigham young memorandum 8 march 1939 fox archives see also eleanor harris v twentieth
century fox film corporation united states districtcourtdistrict court forthefor the southern districtofnewdistrict ofnew york 1942
civil 10 221 deposition of darryl F zanuck 19 august 1941 beverly hills california 11 12 all
documents herein cited inin the court case are located inin the federal archives and records center building
22 MOT bayonne new jersey

kenneth macgowan to darryl F zanuck memorandum 22 march 1939 fox archives
macgowan also claimed that woolley had written a sixsix thousand word pamphlet for the salt lake city
chamber of commerce on mormon history and knows a lot about mormon history that hasnt made
its way into books

darryl F zanuck to kenneth macgowan memorandum 22 april 1939 fox archives the
treatment by writers eleanor griffin and william rankin described by zanuck inin the memo as amazingly
well thought out was not among the documents inin the fox studio collection zanuck inin the same memo
also indicated thattopthat top fox scriptscriptwriterscriptwriwri ter lamar trotti would be assigned totob Brighamighambigham younyoungg aftercompletingafter completing
work on his current project drumsdi urns along the mowhawkmommow hawkha k directed by john ford which was subsequently
released inin late 1939 both the stolystory ofalexanderof AlexanderAlexandeileliel giahamgrahamghaham bell 1939 and jesse james 1939 were
produced and released by twentieth century fox

heber J grant to sidney R kent 22 march 1939 typescript fox archives
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21willwill H hays to heber J grant 27 march 1939 typescript fox archives
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1964 morrismoms brown louis bromfield and his books fair lawn NJN J essential books 1957 john
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life 25 11 october 1948 111 22
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27 august 1939 3

josephjosephmM flora vardis fisher new york twayne 1965 132
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8 winter 1953 54 49 56 robert A rees noted the criticism received of many novelists who wrote on
mormon historicalhistoncal themes including fisher but explained through an example fromchildrenfromchildifrom Childrenen ofgodhow
convincingly a good novelist can dramatize oftentimes plodding history as frequently written by
professional historians truth isis the daughter of time notes toward an imaginative mormon
history dialogue 6 autumn winter 197111971 19 22

john A widtsoe to kenneth macgowan 7 september 1939 kenneth macgowan collection
university of california at los angeles hereafter cited as macgowan collection
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changes were
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favorable article about the upcoming film inin the church s official magazine weston nordnordgrengren brighainBrigbi i ifluinihaanhain
couiiyouiiyoung improvement eraeia4343 november 194011940 532 33 547

awhilewhile3while director henry hathaway pasted pages from childrenclntcli n qlgodof godgoy inin his shooting script for
atmosphere the only similarities between the finished film and fisher s novel were inin the way otof
dialogue kenneth macgowan to harry brand memorandum 30 april 1940 fox archives also
according to george wasson one oftheodtheof the assistant secretaries at fox macgowan ssteelfeelingsings were that 1 I iitif
we were to look at this picture with an unbiased viewview I1 am certain that we would find the present story
entirely historical inin background which contributes 50 of the story probably 5 eleanor harrishams 5

dialogue from vardis fishers children ofojgodgod 5 louis bromfield 5 henry Haihathathawayhaway s directoral
changes and 30 lamartrottilamartrottisLamarLamarT Trottirottiss story development george wasson to edwin P kilroe memorandum
21 august 1940 fox archives see also henry hathaway s shooting script fortor brigham young inin henry
hathaway collection american film institute louis B mayer library hollywood california and

henry hathaway interview by james V darc 9 july 1983 los angeles california inin author s

possession
As quoted inin G homer durham to james darc 28 september 1979 letter inin author s

possession durham at the time of writing the letter was managing director of the church historical
department the widtsoe papers remainremain closed but elder durham quoted the passages dealing with the
bromfield widtsoe trip from widtsoewidtsoesWidt soessoe s diary from april june 1939

see james V darc the saints on celluloid the making of the movie briqhanibi ahamiham YOHIIyonngyoung
sunstoneSiinstone I11 fall 1976 11 28 for a production history of the film

see mary astor A lifelift on film new york delacorte press 1971 147 the twentieth
century fox publicity department also chose inin addition to adding frontiersman to the title to attract
eastern audiences to the film by dealing with their perceived preoccupation with brigham young s many
wiveswives it also favorably compared bi ghani younyoung with other wellweil known western epic films the covelcm 11 edeel

wagon 1923 the ironlionitonilon horsehoihol se 1924 and cimarroncinuii i on 1930 the only western film to receivereceive an academy
award the advertising mat illustrated here isis from a studstudiostudloi o generated campaign manual or pressbookpress book
sent to newspaper editors and theatre owners these camera ready advertising mats were then used inin

local newspapers to advertise the film this advertisement appeared inin thethevennew yolkyork timestime
time 37 7 october 1940 63

highhighldsLDS officials preview bniluimbriqhani younyonnyoung salt lakelciketiihnnetribune 14 august 1940 8
12 los angeles times 21 august 1940 in mary astor scrapbook archives and manuscripts

harold B lee library brigham young university provo utah hereafter cited as mary astor
scrapbook

los angeles EYEaandnerminelminei 21 august 1940 mary astor scrapbook
virginia wright loslot angelesAnifeiefete dail y newsnewvewveh ndn d mary astor scrapbook
bosley crowther nemvenveh york times 21 september 1940 mary astor scrapbook crowther

expanded on his desire to see more polygamy inin biihambriqhatnbicham younyoung when he wrote a feature article on
historical films he admitted that there was an almost inherent dilemma inin such motion pictures forwhenforshenfor when
a picture does strive to make a more adult point beyond textbook platitudeplatitudessI the effort isis likely to lead

to a dissipation of dramatic values A shade less brigham and a shade more Brigbrighamybnghamyhamy would have
made for a livelier picture crowther admired the efforts made by the producers of the howardshowaldHowaldwaidnaid of
vnvirginiaiimasimailma columbia 1940 and abeahe lincoln inin illinois RKO 1940 but was disappointed with bi briqhanziffham
younandgonemthfhevindsezmciyoung and gone with rhethe windselznick MGM 1939 see bosley crowther the american ideal how
profound Is the effect of filmed history on the popular mind venvehvannewvcn yorkyolk timestime 29 september 1940
sec 10 p 3

4reviewreviewpreview new yolkyork citv filmflimfilmdaihdaildalldaliv 27 august 1940 mary astor scrapbook
47 review silversi ei screenS i een november 1940 98 mary astor scrapbook

time47inze 37 7 october 1940 63 newsweeknew meekweek 18 23 september 1940 151511 life 9 23 septem-
ber 1940 59

41katekate smiths radiotieups forrockneandbrigharnfor rockne and bnghambangham young varlervanetvarietvafiery I111I1 september 1940
A sizable portion odtheoftheof the highly publicized budget oftwoof two and a half million dollars foibrqhanzforbnsham

yolinyoung went to advertising to compensate for the loss of numerous foreign markets by pulling greater
attendance inin this country as noted inin advertising news & notes vehnew yoiktimeyork tiniesdinies 20 april 194022
however inin the spring of 1941 the film was released in england it was initially feared by the british board
of film censors that it might be pro mormon propaganda but it ultimately passed with few cuts and
received essentially favorable reviews james C robertson the british board offilloffilmof filmflim censors film
censorshipcenteCensecento ship inin britain 1896 1950 london croom helm 198511985 76 also mormon trek impresses
british screen story of brighamofbrigham young Is cause for forcommendcommendforecommend inin english press deseretnewsDeseretD egnewetnewNews 10 may
19419411 Asasofl5mayof 15 may 1940 the following areas were totally frozen out offilloffilmof film distribution japanjapankoreakorea
france spain sweden norway manchukuoManchu kuo those 50 frozen were england scotland and
australia partially frozen interpreted to mean very little if any distribution germany poland and
rumania most of africa saudi arabia iran india afghanistan and china were unrestricted the trade
paper cautioned exhibitors however that where belgium the netherlands and luxembourg were
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concerned overilightovernightoverslight events make the situation doubtful ifortorfor continued distribution to those areas
restricted film markets chart varietysiutiiut 15 may 1940 8 forelfoieignforeignlengenunn markets accounted fortor up to 35 or

40 percent of a given film s total gross incomeincome
51vilViivariervarietvarlerlcticilet v I111I1 september 1940f940 8 IS18 september 1940 2 october 1940 11 25 september 1940

10 11

1 ViI arletarietiut v 221 october 1940 9 25 september 1940 10
13 vcinetVct ierlctinetinerjet v 25 september 1940 9 10 2 october 1940 9 18 september 1940 11

biiiluwi young frontierstnanfi outlet acinwrinmcin was one tyrone power epic which hoppedflopped much to
zanuck s disappointment aubrey Sosolomonlonion A corporate and financial history otof the 20th century
fox studio I1 beverly hills califcalit american film institute center fortor advanced film studies 1975 1

78 79 tony thomas and aubrey solomon the filmsfimflims eftwentiethofef Twentieth centenycentinyciiiii foxfo A pictorial hitoi 1

secaucusSecaucus NJN J citadel press 1979 18 dennis BelfBelbeibelfontefontetonteorite with alvin H marill the filmsfilmflimflims 1ofI tyroneTMOW
powerpo ei secaucusSe caucus NJN J citadel press 1980 20

maynard smith A survey of the screenplaysScreen plays written by lamar trotti with emphasis oilon
their acceptance by professional and nonprofessionalnon professional groups master s thesis universilyofsouthernuniversity of southern
california 19532651953 265 smith recorded that he had access to the financial statements ofoftwentiethtwentieth century
fox and the company s treasurer fred L metzler total receipts forbrighuniforBrigfortor 5 lehamishumivhumhanihuni younyohnyoung 42945004 294 500 against
a cost of148505017of 1485050148505017 17 that more than paid expenses of ofproductionproduction and distribution smith inin a telephone
interview with the author on 10 june 1986 confirmed that he had personally seen the financial records at
the behest of mr trotti and with the cooperation otof mr metzler press claims and even studio press
releases consistently maintained that the budget was 25000002500 000ooo but inin viewview ofstudioof studiostudlo budget sheets such
figures were another example of the studio s overworked publicity department

fred johnson A mormon eyes brigham young sailsansall franciscoFicinitoutto caltcallcatt bulletin 5 october
1940 mary astor scrapbook

lamar trotti from the story by louis bromfield brigham young unpublished screenplay
beverly hills calif twentieth century fox film corporation ndn d but probably 13 april 1940 shooting

final 44
51 ibid 50

ibid 88

heberlHeberJ grant gratitude for faith of peopleofpeople inin conference report october 194096 added
emphasis was given to president grants concern as this address was reprinted on the editor s page of
the churchechurchs official magazine the improvementimpi 0 ement eraeiaela 43 november 1940 654

gfrankfrank W foxjfoxfoxa J reuben clarkclai k the public yediprovoyears provo brigham young university press and
deseret book co 1980 443

thomas G alexander mormonismvoimoivol monism inin transition A bistorhiitoihistorHi itolitoi y of the lafterlatterlarrer daydciaci saintssemite
1890 1930 urbana and chicago university of illinois press 1986 308

13 dennis leo lythgoe the changing image of mormonism inin periodical literature
phdph D diss university of utah 1969 177 86 covers the treatment of the church welfare program inin

national publications see also richard 0 cowan gentile attitudes towards mormonscormonsMormons 1890189019471947
masters thesis university of wyoming 1960 for a mormon perspective on the church welfare

plan and the church operations during the 1930s see james B allenalienailen and glen M leonardtheleonard the storstoisrolsrulsror y ofoj
the latteihattei dayda saints salt lake city deseret book co 1976 515 34 and leonard J arrington and
wayne K hinton origin of the mormon welfare plan brighambi ishamiqham youngYMIIH UniverunieiiuniversituniversiaUnieiisitY studies 5 winter
1964 67 85 for a critical evaluation from a non mormon perspective see robert gottlieb and peter
wileywieyameiuasantericasAntericas saints theriseofmoimonthe rise ofmornionofMornion powerpowei new york G P putnamsputnamsrPutnams sons 1984701984 70 7landaland71 and
john heinermanHemerman and anson shupe the moimaimonmoimonnaonn7on corporate empire boston beacon press 1985
180 95

anieamencanantericanAmenAntericancancun weekly 16 june- ijunel september 1940
65heberdheberheberjHeberJJ grant to kenneth macgowan 30 august 1939 macgowan collection

john A widtsoe to kenneth macgowan 13 november 1939 macgowan collection
61inin proposing this treatment bromfield admitted that this would be historically inaccurate but

declared but the church officials who would have been president grant and elder widtsoe primarily I1

are inin favor of adapting history and putting it inin here louis bromfield with the collaboration of eleanor
harrishamshairishairls and james woolleywooleybiighambrigham youngyouns 26 july 1939 treatment 148

reported by thomas brady profits vs prestige new york times 28 july 1940 sec 9

ppap33
eleanor harrishams v twentieth century fox film corporation deposition of lamar trotti

20 august 1941 beverly hills california 14 emphasis added
eleanor harris v twentieth century fox film corporation deposition of louis bromfield

29 august 1940 as quoted inin deposition of louis bromfield 23 october 19411941 new york 2 harrishams lost
her suit which sought equal credit with bromfield for the films story rather than the story research
credit given her by the studio on the films release prints see eleanor harrishams v twentieth century fox
film corporation civil 10 22122122 january 1942 decision rendered by henry W goddard district judge
united states district court southern district of new york

eleanor harrishams v twentieth century fox film corporation deposition of darryl F zanuck
19 august 1941 beverly hills california 23 24
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am2mM R wernerwemer brigham young seen as screen material new yolkyork herald tribune
15 september 1940 sec 6 p 10

13 vardis fisher to elizabeth nowell 5 june 1939 typescript copy inin fox archives zanuck did
not retain fisher even inin an anonymous capacity because louis bromfield has been spending a great
deal of time with president grant the present head of the mormon church and the mormon church has
already supplied us with several technical advisors that they feel will do a good job for us and I1 cannot
at this late date start bringing inin another one darryl F zanuck to julian johnson memorandum 8 june
1939 fox archives

momsonmorrison brown louis bi amfieldomfieldbromfield andhisanahisandaud his books fair lawn NJN J essential books 1957 90
prior to the films release bromfield remarked to a reporter 1 I just couldnt resist having a chance to say
my say about old brigham young who inin my mind was one of the most heroic of american figures
grace wilcox nothing grew except courage detroitdeti aitoit freefi ee presspi ess 4 august 1940

aimaalma rotheedcuiientbiogiaphyrothe ed current biography 1944944 new york H W wilson 1945 68 the response
by other hollywood studios to the growing awareness of fascism both foreign and domestic isis discussed
inin peter roffman and jim purdy the hollywood social problemP ahlemohlem film bloomington indiana university
press 1981 200 223

eleanor harrishams to kenneth macgowan memorandum 30 march 1938 fox archives
77 leonard mosely zanuck the rise and fall of Hollyhollywoodwoodss last tycoon boston little

brown 1948 140 414 1 see also tom stempel screen writer nunnally johnson san diego A S

barnesbames 1980471980 47 50
71 Brighambnghambangham young memorandum of discussion with mr zanuck 22 march 1939 1 fox

archives
lamar trotti was responsible for many successful films for twentieth century fox whether

working inin collaboration or alone his impressive credits include in old chicago 1938 young mimr

lincoln 1939 the oxbowox bow incident aisoalsoitlso&scoptoduceras coproducer 1943 andtherazors edge 1946 maynard
smiths 1953 masters thesis isis the only extensive study of trotti and his film works see also maynard
terebo smith lamar trotti inin dictionary of literary biographyBiogia phy ed randall clarkdarkoark inin vol 44 of
americanamencanscieenwiiteisscreenwriters detroit gale research 1986 392 99

80trotti brigham young 26 27
brigham young hit film of adventure san franciscoFianflauflunciscocisca call bulletin 27 september 1940

821121 mormon epic fills vast canvas inin bi brighamighambigham young los angeles times ndn d mary astor
scrapbook

motion picture reviewsrenews 15 september 1940 3

dallin H oaks and marvin S vlicathageconspnacyhill carthage conspiracy the trialtriai ortheof rhethe accused assassins
ofjosephof joseph smith urbana and chicago university of illinois press 1975 210 214

william H marnellmamellmameli the firstfust amendment the history of religious freedom inin america
garden city NYN Y doubleday 1964 149 the limitation imposed by the first amendment admits of

little debate and has occasioned none congress has never shown the slightest inclination to establish a

religion the limitation imposed by the fourteenth amendment admits of endless debate and has come
close to eliciting such the question of applicability to specific situations depends on how the supreme
court justices currently interpret the generalized phrases of an amendment couched inin terms to invite
dispute 150

kenneth mccaleb brigham young new yoikminoiyork mirror 15 september 1940 14 mccaleb isis
alluding to a seriesserlesgeriesseriesgerles of cases beginning with lovell v griffin 1938 inin which the courts struck down local
laws prohibiting the distribution of jehovahsJehova hs witnesses literature

zanucks production of A yank inin the RAFRA F released inin september 19411941 portrayed tyrone
power as an american flyer and also sympathetic participant inin britainsbritainaBritains fight against the germans the
story was also written by zanuck under his pseudonym melville crossman significantly the films
preparation production and release occurred well before americas formal entry into the war and earned
from newsweek a slap for prowar propaganda from the isolationist point of viewview this production that
was photographed here and inin england with the cooperation and approval of lord beaverbrookBeaverbrook british
air minister the RAFR A F and the united states and canadian governments isis supercharged with
propaganda newsweek 19 6 october 1941 60 forzanucksfor zanucks interventionist sentiments priortoprior to world
war 11II involving the spanish civil war see russell campbell the ideology oftheodtheof the social consciousness
movie three films of darryl F zanuck quarterly review offilloffilmof filmflim studies 3 winter 1978 5511



bread and water

for bob keeler

it sounds like a meal for prisoners
for the condemned

gathered to share their last supper again
no one to cater

served by the youngest and rawest of trusties
we eat the repast

rehearsing rituals of sweathousesweathouse and bath
facing another six days under sentence of death

we share the lone swallow and bite
as wards of the church

surviving another weeks seizure and search
purging our throats

scrubbing the skin of the fruit from our teeth
with water in thimbles and bread

broken like flayedclayed public flesh
of a prisoner culled by a crowds holiday breath

from the refectory down the barred passage
we file to our cells

to sleep with the feast to wake for the walls
of commerce our crassness

the water percolating through earth
recharges our aquifers

the bread still sweet in the fasting mouth
we hold as our manna until the next sabbath

dennis clarkdarkoark

dennis clark is a poet living in orem utah



humanity and practical christianity
implications for a worldwide church

james R christianson

when I1 graduated from brigham young university in 1957
mormonism was and had been for many years primarily a religion
of the wasatch front and surrounding areas today latter day
saints go into the world and the church they represent has
expanded well beyond the united states and europe and is reaching
into asia latin america and africa for its membership

during the last twenty years as this demographic shift from
the west to the rest of the globe occurred latter day saints
applauded and took pride in the growth revealed by annual statis-
tical reports generally speaking however we have not fully com-
prehendedprehended the manifold implications and responsibility that such
success brings to the church and to us as individuals As we
increasingly rub shoulders with people of cultures unlike our own
we have a unique opportunity to become intimately aware not only
of obvious differences but of significant similarities as well some
of us discover with surprise the strength of the bond our common
humanity creates between us we recognize in new acquaintances
a brother a sister one to whom we belong

As fellow members of gods family what should be our
relationship with his mortal children with whom we share this
planet I1 have puzzled over this question repeatedly during the last
few years and am embarrassed by my own shortcomings in becom-
ing the quality citizen brother and friend I1 came here to be

the importance of our successfully confronting this reality
was suggested at the time of mans beginnings when deity
proclaimed we will go down for there is space there and we will
take of these materials and we will make an earth whereon these
may dwell and we will prove them herewith that is with being
mortal to see if they will do all things whatsoever the lord their
god shall command them abr 324 god created our bodies and
the earth to test us with everything that being mortal implies to
have us go on from there to do all else that he commands whether
we do well whether we are prepared to fulfill every requirement

james R christianson was a professor of church history and doctrine at brigham young university until
his death in april 1989
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will in large measure be determined by our success in coping with
our mortality are we prepared to come to grips with this our
humanness for many ofus this merely implies a positive confron-
tation with such basic opposites as jealousy and understanding
greed and giving caring and unkindness hatred and love temper
and patience it concerns how we handle the way we look feel and
act how we develop our physical mental social and spiritual
selves

for some to be human means being short medium or tall
heavy slight or of average build it concerns the straightness of
ones teeth the clarity of ones complexion and the color of ones
eyes skin or hair it also involves how we manage these things in
our own lives and how we view them in the lives of others yet even
as important as these aspects of the mortal experience are they do
not penetrate to the heart of this vital issue of much greater
significance in grappling with the meaning of our human existence
is the need for each individual to understand and define his or her
role as a thoughtful and self conscious member of the family of
man in this sense we are always human beings first and latter day
saints second simply stated being a decent human being is a
prerequisite to being a decent latter day saint

overcoming PREJUDICE

it is with these thoughts in mind that I1 recall the late summer
of 1962 when as a young graduate student with a newly awarded
masters diploma buoying up my courage and determination I1 left
utah in search of a phd in history and anthropology at a respected
state university I1 had served nearly three years as a missionary in
switzerland and austria had been a seminary instructor and
principal for five years was married with two children and yet I1
was as thoroughly prejudiced as anyone raised in the closed
environment of a small western community could be I1 had never
shaken the hand of nor conversed with a black person I1 called the
indian my brother but had made no effort to understand or appre-
ciate him I1 viewed non mormonscormons with suspicion and regarded all
science that conflicted with my views of orthodox religion as mere
fiction its proponents either deluded dishonest or both with all
of this armor in place I1 entered the world of gentile academia
determined to conquer and convert four years later my head was
both bloodied and bowed and from time to time as needed the
lessons of those years have been repeated

in the midst of that painful growing experience I1 acquired
much needed wisdom that helped place some things in perspective
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1I came to understand that there is more to the spectrum of life
than an uncompromising black or white there are indeed shades
of gray meriting honest consideration if not always acceptance
I1 did not have all the questions let alone all the answers this
view was brought sharply into focus by a five year old indian
boy who lived two houses down the street and was the adopted
son of a baptist minister he was a regular visitor in our home
and in that totally white environment he would often begin
singing jesus loves the little children all the children of the
world red and yellow black and white they are precious in his
sight this oft repeated rendition penetrated my mind and
touched my heart I1 was impressed not only by the words the boy
sang but also by the tone of his voice and the look on his face as he
expressed them what he was really saying was that he hoped they
were true

his anxiety was shared by many of the students we came to
know and love at haskell indian institute where I1 worked part time
for the next three years the identity crisis they often faced was
explained by one young man who recalled watching a western on
television as a little boy he was totally immersed in the story and
was shouting with irrepressible joy as the cavalry charged and
successfully destroyed a band of indians when his older brother
burst into the room switched off the television and shouted at him
dont you know we are the bad guys he realized then for the

first time that he was not just tom but tom an indian even
though the indian wars are long ended there are still many tragic
moments in the lives of these earliest of americans as they search
for their place in a country where as de tocquevilleTocqueville noted more
than a hundred and fifty years ago their race constitutes a little
colony of troublesome strangers in the midst of a numerous and
dominant people 1

the impressions of those years spent teaching serving
sharing with and above all learning from these young descen-
dants of lehi whose origins were nearly as varied as there are
numbers of tribes in north america are focused in a single image
I1 can still see the young man who after years of struggling to
comprehend and accept the anglo culture he was about to enter
following college graduation held his head in his hands and
rocking back and forth sobbed the white man does not under-
stand the indian he just does not understand

I1 am not sure that I1 understand even yet but I1 do know that
as the experiences of those years unfolded and I1 learned to go
beyond racial and denominational labels I1 discovered that the
world is full of thoroughly authentic dedicated intelligent people
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who are as genuine in their capacity to give and receive as we are
in ours

between 1962 and 1966 a good deal of racial turmoil erupted
in some areas of the country in the university community of
lawrence kansas the topic provoked heated debate while
throughout the south the issue exploded in force and violence in
lawrence a border town in a border state I1 often heard the
condescending remark our blacks are good they know their
place in areas where black americans were unrelentingly insist-
ing on their right to exist as human beings the militant counter-
demand was put them in their place

in the midst of this turmoil one of our fellow students a
bright attractive young latter day saint from idaho became so
disgusted with what he saw as the brutalizing of the human spirit in
such places as selma jackson and tuscaloosa that he left school
a scholarship and as we thought a future of great promise to join
with those who were marching protesting and sometimes dying
our reaction in the safe little mormon community at the university
was one of abhorrence and disbelief in our sorrow for the one
lost we cast about for an explanation and rationalized that we had

not really known him that the pressures of school had rendered him
irresponsible whatever his reasons we agreed that he was wasting
his life in a vain effort

As I1 think about it today 1I wonder as I1 have done for years
where was I1 why did I1 not join him where were we all when
humanity demanded that we oppose a thing so wicked that to read
about it today or to see it depicted on the screen causes deep anguish
and revulsion at the inhumanity of man toward his brother I1 would
like to think I1 just lacked courage in notjoiningnot joining rick on his journey
into the south I1 could even accept my decision had it been
nourished by a commitment to family and education but it wasnt
what I1 have to accept and live with is that at the time 1I like many
others simply did not care

THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH

during these and subsequent years spent in the southern
united states and europe I1 also became increasingly conscious of
an additional area of concern posing a critical challenge to latter
day saints our capacity to respect and appreciate the spiritual
authenticity of other christian and non christian worship charac-
terized by an earnest search for truth when we were living in
florida a jewish family lived across the road from us episco
pallans next door and a nondenominational minister who preached
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a saved religion three houses down the street what great people
their sheer goodness their commitment their love of god and
truth in some ways exceeded our own none of them joined the
church none was interested but they came to love us and we to
love them and we grew in our awareness that christ truly loves us
all when they did not submit to baptism he did not cease caring for
them surely the genuineness of their lives pleased him and if that
were so for these three families then certainly for the thousands and
ten times ten thousand like them

given the general prejudice many of us have against non
mormon religions is it possible we may have misread the intent
and content of the lords statement to the boy joseph smith
rather than saying or implying that no truth could be found among
all the churches was he not declaring that not all truth and perhaps
even more importantly that no priesthood authority was available
hence the abominable nature of their creeds and the human founda-
tion of their dogmas believing that all are wrong in a total and
irreconcilable sense has led some to a general condemnation of
other professors of religion and hindered the development of a
genuine christian brotherhood with them they claim our attention
only if they are willing to listen and our continued interest in them
is often too exclusively conditioned upon their acceptance of our
message

true ours is a celestial doctrine and our time talents and
resources are committed to declaring living and defending it our
goal is to build a kingdom to house those of celestial intent and to
see them through mortality back into the presence of god but what
of that vast sea of faces representing the good the noble the
honorable men and women of the earth whose spiritual interests
have been diverted from celestial goals but who have loved and
worshippedworshipped christ what of those who have found not christ but
truth and abbreviated though it may be have pursued it to the
limits of their opportunities and their capacities

we have our prophets and apostles our bishops and presi-
dents but who is tending and teaching that great flock are there
not those unknown to us and perhaps even to themselves who have
been called inspired or chosen to touch and direct lives and in
some cases to influence the courses of nations who are they we
dont know in all likelihood they themselves are not aware except
as they believe they are in the service of truth their existence
historically is attested to by a first presidency statement issued in
february 1978 titled gods love for all mankind it affirms the
brotherhood of all men both in the flesh and in the spirit and goes
on to declare
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the great religious leaders of the world such as mohammed
confucius and the reformers as well as philosophers including
socrates plato and others received a portion of gods light moral
truths were given them by god to enlighten whole nations and to
bring a higher level of understanding to individuals

the hebrew prophets prepared the way for the coming of jesus
christ the promised messiah who should provide salvation for all
mankind who believed in the gospel consistent with these truths we
believe that god has given and will give to all peoples sufficient
knowledge to help them on their way to eternal salvation either in
this life or in the life to come 2

brigham young also recognized the singular contribution of
the reformers among them wesley whitfield luther knox and
zwingli he noted that though they did not have a fullness of the
gospel they were not deprived of a portion of the spirit of the
living god on that account it is a very great error for us to suppose
that men throughout the world have not been under an influence of
that kind more or less 3

whoever they are today they merit if not our support then
surely our understanding and tolerance we struggle at times with
the reluctance even the refusal of some spiritual leaders to listen
to our message we bristle at their attacks and are angered by their
seemingly unjust criticism we fault their message both as deliv-
ered and as received and decry the absence of priesthood authority
temple ordinances and an understanding of eternal progression in
our minds such phrases as 1I am saved bomborn again christian
and there is no god but allah are an affront to god and true
religion

but have we perhaps misunderstood their terminology and
teachings as they most certainly have misunderstood ours
perhaps their language is terrestrial while ours is celestial hence
our inability to communicate they see no need for baptism by
authority living prophets continuous revelation or a plan of
salvation whereas theirs is a doctrine characteristic of the terres-
trial kingdom not requiring the saving ordinances ours is of the
celestial kingdom which does fortunately the terrestrial religious
experiences of many lead them to a level of thought and desire
fostering susceptibility to the higher more perfect doctrines of the
restoration some of our number and the ancestors of all the rest of
us made this transition with the harvest still before us countless
others will yet do the same

obviously todays world is telestial as it will be for many
years in the future there is however considerable good out there
that is non mormon and much of it non christian our willingness
to acknowledge and appreciate this good may well determine our
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success in influencing others toward a destiny befitting a receptive
son or daughter of god

A PARABLE OF THE POOR

several months ago I1 stood in line at the checkout counter of
a local grocery store ahead of me a man and his two children
were paying for a few basic articles but did not have enough
money what should they return the items were all essentials
there could hardly be a doubt that every cent the man possessed
was laid out on the counter A final painful decision was made
an article was handed back to the clerk and the man pocketed
a few pennies of change then in his ill matched and ill
fitting clothes with his ragged temple garments showing
through the thin fabric of his shirt he made his way to a battered
old car in obvious need of major repair there he joined the
mother and three or four other children momentarily stunned
and embarrassed by the experience I1 did nothing by the time I1 had
paid for my purchases and hurried out hoping to see which way
they went the family was gone I1 frantically drove around my
neighborhood looking for them until it dawned on me that they
werent there they didnt belong there they couldnt possibly
afford it

on the way home that afternoon and all the next day and
even today whenever I1 think about it I1 was and am angry sad
and ashamed how could such a situation exist in provo utah
where were their bishop their home teachers their neighbors but
more importantly where was I1 why had I1 not stepped forward
immediately in the store why was I1 paralyzed at a time when time
was of the essence if they were to be helped why had I1 not
followed them to find out who they were so I1 could arrange for their
needs

on another occasion in the same store I1 fidgeted impatiently
behind some people who had a large cart filled with groceries
when finally tallied the bill was high and was paid with food
stamps I1 watched with unconcealed resentment as the heavily
laden cart was pushed to a reasonably nice car and unloaded by a
well dressed lady and her daughter who then drove away

at about the same time the media were devoting considerable
time and space to the plight of distant peoples ravaged by drought
crop failure and the loss of their homes we all witnessed the
sickening condition of countless people as they edged toward death
by starvation and disease on a planet where farmers are paid to limit
productivity by not planting their crops
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I1 often review these three experiences and the question of our
accountability for the poor of the world does it really matter
whether they pay with food stamps or with their own scanty funds
or have neither purchasing power nor food does it matter whether
they are christian or non christian monmormonmonnonnon or non mormonmonnon
people we can see and know or people a world away that we will
never meet does our responsibility end with a fast offering and
other institutional giving Is our caring limited by the ordinance of
baptism Is a persons belly any less empty or his body any less
ravaged by disease or afflicted with pain if he is not a member of
the church are we guilty of blindly supposing that our poor are
the unfortunate few who experience reversals creating temporary
needs quickly resolved by an efficient church program while their
poor are the masses of hopeless helpless souls an undefined
somebody else will take care of

of the three examples I1 cited I1 am sure your heart like mine
went out to the brother and his children in the grocery store his
poverty was lamentable but reconcilable he was probably a
student and though destitute not without hope his future is still
ahead ofhim perhaps one day he will look back and remember and
talk of the old days and the hard times fortunately since we like
our needy to be discreet his clothing and car were befitting one who
is appropriately and humbly poor and he had the good taste not to
betray our sympathies by using food stamps to obtain his purchases

the second instance is more likely to generate hostility
toward the undeserving poor as we observe the mythical heavily
laden grocery cart the clothes and car better than our own and the
dreaded food stamps how dare people pass themselves off as poor
and not wear the rags and pay the price ofhumility yet who would
wish to be in their situation what courage it must take to be
unacceptably or inconveniently poor

of the final example those hungry hopeless faces those
distended stomachs and thin lifeless arms and legs how easy it is
to be both horrified and strangely consoled by their very numbers
and their remoteness surely we think with a tragedy of this
magnitude someone will take care of it the government or the
UN or the red cross if it is vital for us to be involved the church
will make the necessary arrangements and invite us perhaps to
make some small sacrifice such as an extra fast day it is easy to cast
all our burden of caring for our neighbor onto the church forget-
ting that it was not the church but individuals you and I1 who
were crowned with mortality in order to prove ourselves
obviously the church cannot do everything and where it does not
act because it should not you and 1I as private individuals can still
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be involved as concerned compassionate christians god help us
not to be so concerned with being right that we have no timeome or
inclination for being good the world is full of sickness that cannot
be healed until we begin to care about others not just our own
but all people until we realize that they are all our own

to the person who wishes to look the scriptures are replete
with clear admonitions defining our responsibilities to the poor
they make plain why some are blessed with abundance and also
define the stewardship that is an inherent adjunct to the accumula-
tion of material wealth in january 1831 the lord unfolded to
joseph smith a mystery that was to prevent his destruction and
enable his people to escape the power of the enemy and be
gathered unto me a righteous people without spot or blemish
dacd&c 3813 31

acknowledging the corruption of all flesh and the prevailing
nature of the powers of darkness a condition which causethmauseth
silence to reign and all eternity is pained the lord revealed to the
young prophet in a most profound statement the hidden
knowledge that if properly understood and acted upon would
dispelldippell the corruption and dissipate the darkness he declared the
rich I1 have made and all flesh is mine and I1 am no respecter of
persons dacd&c 3811 12 16 the lord then elucidates this
remarkable declaration in the following parable for what man
among you having twelve sons and is no respecter of them and
they serve him obediently and he saith unto the one be thou
clothed in robes and sit thou here and to the other be thou
clothed in rags and sit thou there and looketh upon his sons and
saith I1 am just dacd&c 33826826 this question asked by the parable
is rendered even more astounding by the subsequent declaration
behold this I1 have given unto you as a parable and it is even as

I1 am dacd&c 3827 naturally a question arises as to how god
can be just and no respecter of persons when he allows even
determines the rags of one and the riches of another but the
admonitions preceding and following the parable dissolve this
apparent inconsistency let every man esteem his brother as
himself and practice virtue and holiness before me and again I1
say unto you let every man esteem his brother as himself
dacd&c 3824 1I1 say unto you be one and if you are not one ye are
not mine dacd&c 3827

the mystery joseph smith and his followers were now privy
to was the understanding that their own and the kingdoms welfare
rested in part on the ability of all latter day saints who were
granted an abundance to develop a christlike nature that would lead
them to reach out to those ofgods children clothed in rags not only
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blessing the lives of everyone they helped but also being greatly
enriched themselves ifdivine justice permits economic inequality
among men then it must be that neither rich nor poor can reach their
full potential without one another

an expert on the poor mother teresa noted the poor are
hope by their courage they truly represent the hope of the world
they have taught us a different way of loving god by making us do
our utmost to help them 1144 what she seems to be telling us is that
there is a genuine essential and perhaps even necessary level on
which we can approach and serve god through active concern with
the needs of the worlds poor

the need for man to leamlearn both to give and to receive
appropriately is highlighted in ancient as well as modem scripture
the prophet jacob when told to get thou up into the temple on the
morrow and declare the word which I1 shall give thee unto this
people jacob 211 accused the wealthy of being lifted up in the
pride of your hearts of wearing stiff necks and high heads
because of the costliness of your apparel and of persecuting
your brethren because ye suppose that ye are better than they
jacob 213 such things he declared god would not counte-

nance he pled with them to repent lest this pride of your hearts
destroy your souls jacob 216 in a plea reminiscent of that
preceding and following the parable of the man with twelve sons
jacob admonished his people to think of your brethren like unto
yourselves and be familiar with all and free with your substance
jacob 217 he encouraged them to seek first the kingdom of

god and then if riches followed they were to seek them for the
intent to do good to clothe the naked and to feed the hungry and
to liberate the captive and administer relief to the sick and the
afflicted jacob 219

that such an ideal is achievable is illustrated by an account the
book of mormonmonnon prophet alma gave of his own people

and they did impart of their substance every man according to that
which he had to the poor and the needy and the sick and the
afflicted and they did not wear costly apparel yet they were neat and
comely

and thus they did establish the affairs of the church and thus they
began to have continual peace again notwithstanding all their perse
cutionscautionscutions

and now because of the steadiness of the church they began to be
exceedingly rich having abundance of all things whatsoever they
stood in need an abundance of flocks and herds and fatfallingslings of
every kind and also abundance of grain and of gold and of silver
and of precious things and abundance of silk and fine twined linen
and all manner of good homely cloth
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and thus in their prosperous circumstances they did not send away
any who were naked or that were hungry or that were athirst or that
were sick or that had not been nourished and they did not set their
hearts upon riches therefore they were liberal to all both old an
young both bond and free both male and female whether out of the
church or in the church having no respect to persons as to those who
stood in need alma 127 30

these and many other references teach us that one of
mankindsmankinds most serious transgressions is not the coveting of
anothersothersan possessions but the coveting of ones own abundance
such was the plight of the rich young man who came to jesus for
guidance when the savior instructed him to sell all that thou hast
and distribute unto the poor and thou shalt have treasure in heaven
and come follow me luke 1822 he was grieved because he
loved his many possessions those of us who are the object of the
lords admonition in doctrine and covenants 5516 and of king
benjamins plea in mosiah 421 23 share the rich young mans
plight

in mosiah we read of the serious error so often committed by
those whose judgments lash the backs of the poor who petition them
in their need in this they are doubly guilty first because they do
not quietly seek the needy out instead of forcing them to risk
humiliation by public supplication and second because they are
looking down passing judgment on a situation for which they
possess a poverty of empathy if they only understood they would
look up and be flooded with compassion in recognizing that as
king benjamin declared in our relationship with christ we are the
worst of beggars but are never treated as such

THE CHALLENGE OF HUMANNESS

As part of the challenge inherent in our humanness may
we see ourselves as numbered with those who are the shepherds of
this planet in directing us to be our brothers keepers to do unto
one of the least of these matt 2540 to remember the poor
dacd&c 4230 and to think of your brethren like unto yourselves
jacob 217 the savior assigns us stewardshipssteward ships as much because

we are members of the human family as because of our membership
in his church As followers of him who loved and loves us all we
must avoid being part of the worlds problems As we strive for this
however we cannot forget that we alone provide those problems
ultimate solution for this reason we should go eagerly and
joyously into the world recognizing that we cannot be the leaven
if we are not part of the loaf
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to more fully accomplish this we must all succumb to the
awareness that brotherhood is not defined by color creed or
secular commitment nor is it superficially lyrical or romantic but
is an expression of actual fact all of mankind the non mormon
christian or non christian the one billionth chinese and the
disease ravaged beggar on a filthy street comer in india are our
brothers and sisters and each has claim on our love our substance
and the reassuring grasp of our hand if we fail to recognize and
yield to this principle our approach to true and meaningful worship
is diminished being exclusive rather than inclusive and we falter
in our attempt to do well all else that god commands

the main gateway to brigham young university bears a
motto that declares the world Is our campus may I1 add that
even more than that for all of us as latter day saints the world is
our home and its people are our people their needs are our needs
their pain our pain may our view of life be as broad and deep as his
who wept and suffered and died for all mankind this is the gospel
of christ to become as he admonished us to be even as he is
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early british christianity

C wilfred griggs

inasmuch as jesus told his disciples to go into all nations and
make disciples through preaching and baptism matt 2819 20
it is obvious that the limited picture of the growth of the early
church drawn in the book of acts does not portray the complete
fulfillment of that commandment even the full title appended to
many early manuscripts of that writing acts of the apostles
is misleading since the first half of acts emphasizes the ministry of
the apostles peter and john while the last half is devoted entirely
to paul geographically the church is portrayed in acts as moving
from jerusalem northward to antioch and westward through asia
minor to greece and rome culminating in pauls arrival in the
capital city to appeal his case in the court of caesar two questions
arise both from lukes observable selectivity in his account and
from the equally observable omission of other presumably avail-
able material what were the other apostles doing to fulfill jesus
commandment to preach in all nations and in which countries
was the christian faith most successfully established of related
interest would be information concerning particular obstacles that
christian missionaries faced in different countries such as the
intellectual and moral challenges paul faced in athens and corinth
or the judaizingJudaizing problems that occurred especially in galatia

some may be skeptical that reliable information relating
to these questions can be found perhaps even feeling that if there
were materials available they would already have been included in
the bible or at least widely known in point of fact however
such materials as are available are not widely known outside
scholarly circles in addition to a few lists of apostolic missions
such as the partial one found in eusebius I1 the best known sources
are apocryphal texts such as the acts of thomas but neither of
these sources enjoys a good reputation for authenticity among
scholars although I1 will not treat these legends in detail the reader
is cautioned not to dismiss them too quickly for there is growing
awareness of historical realities underlying some tales previously

C wilfred griggs isis a professor of ancient scripture at brigham young university
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considered mythical of which the most famous example is the
homeric iliad fortunately for christian materials generally
discounted as legendary there often are other resources available
that bear on the subject embedded in patristic texts are numerous
gems relating to the early spread and history of the church in
diverse parts of the roman empire additionally archaeological
artifacts often provide surprising evidence for a more widespread
dispersion of the christian faith at an earlier time than might be
expected in this essay I1 will treat one example of the spread of
christianity in the roman world namely the evidence for early
british christianity

before turning to the advent of the christian church into
britain however one should consider briefly the romanization of
britain in order to establish the conditions of travel and language
which early missionaries would face in proselyting there the first
invasion of britain by romans was led by julius caesar who made
two successive forays across the channel from his headquarters in
gaul in 55 and 54 BC while these military exploits did not result
immediately in permanent occupation or the establishment of
formal relationships between britain and rome caesar did take
hostages and assign taxes but there is no evidence of follow
through on an official or regular basis the initial contact had been
made that would lead in time to plans for a full scale invasion
and occupation of the island before the well known conquest of
britain by claudius in AD 43 each culture increased in awareness
of and contact with the other wine jars high quality pottery
furniture glass metal wares and ivory are among the items that
made their way from roman businessmen into britain in the
century between caesar and claudius in addition to giving a more
detailed description of britain than could have been acquired from
caesarscaesaraCaesars limited travels there strabo lists the following products of
the island grain cattle gold silver iron animal hides slaves and
hunting dogs 2 all the preceding are included among the exports to
rome and her subjects strabo further notes that in the time of
augustus many british chieftains had succeeded by their friend-
ship and agreements in making britain virtually roman property
even without a military invasion 3 beyond the wares typical of a
thriving import export business 1I A richmond mentions two
items ofnotable interest found in the essex area and dating from the
first century AD

amid the burnt remains of a princely cremation at lexdenleaden near
colchester was found a carefully mounted medallion of augustus
which had been cast on to the pyre with other particularly valued
possessions of the dead nobleman the mounting is roman and the
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whole object is evidently a special present from the roman world and
of official import precisely comparable with the portrait of king or
queen treasured by a paramount chief no less remarkable is the little
portrait bust of the emperor gaius caligula from colchester
nobody valued the memory of this mad and capricious ruler after his
death and the bust acquires meaning only as a contemporary token
of regard by a philo roman notable at a time when roman interven-
tion was fully expected 4

in addition to the exchange of material goods juvenal
asserted that eloquent gaul has trained british advocates pleadersplenderspleaders
of causes 5 showing that at least by the end of the first century AD
roman culture had penetrated britain by way of gaul

the roman invasion of AD 43 under the direction of the
emperor claudius thus formalized what had already been occur-
ring for nearly a century the subjugation of britain both materially
and culturally to the status of a province in the roman empire
although pacification of the island except a portion of wales as
farnorth as chester was accomplished within a quarter of a century
the most imposing monument to the romanization of britain was
built from c AD 122 to c AD 128 during the reign of the emperor
hadrian namely the wall built from newcastle to wallsend the
wall makes a physical statement that peace and unity south of
scotland were sufficiently well established by the beginning of the
second century to necessitate a barrier against the threat of disrup-
tion or intervention from the north

the purpose for tracing here even in this cursory fashion the
early romanization of britain relates to a possible suggestion that
perhaps christian missionaries or converts were confined to the
roman empire in their proselyting activities during the first
century or centuries of christianity even were one to grant such
a suggestion a point not proven in any way it does not preclude
the introduction of christianity into britain at a very early date
clearly by the early second century if not before most of britain
belonged to the world protected by roman law custom and other
necessary amenities

some legends exist relating to visits to britain by paul
and also by joseph of arimathea whose staff is said to have
taken root at glastonburyGlastonbury in somerset but they are considered
without foundation by modem scholars paul did indicate a
desire to visit spain in his epistle to the romans 1524 and
clement of rome stated at the end of the first century AD that
paul was a herald both in the east and in the west he taught
righteousness to all the world and when he had reached the limits
of the west he gave his testimony before the rulers 1166 there is
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nothing in either source to argue for a british visit but some
disagreement has been voiced about what constituted the limits of
the west without further evidence the matter cannot be decided
and the historicity of such early visits cannot be argued beyond
personal feelings and beliefs there is at present no historical
evidence to support or refute the legend surrounding joseph of
matheasarimatheasAri visit to britain

the british ecclesiastical historian the venerable bede
c 673 735 records the arrival of christianity to britannia

through a certain lucius king of the britons who wrote to
eleutherusEleutherus pope ofrome in c AD 16161igi1 requesting baptism into the
christian faith 7 there is no account relating how the king heard of
christianity and most modem commentators dismiss the entire
story as fiction lack of evidence prevents further consideration
here of the matter

at the opposite end of the temporal spectrum for the arrival
of christianity in britain is the position taken by many including
J R green in his short history of the english people only four
volumes long in which the founding of the christian faith in
england occurs in 597 with the arrival of augustine from rome to
establish monastic christianity at canterbury if the legends of the
early visits from the apostolic era must be dismissed for lack of
evidence the augustinian founding must be likewise rejected
because of considerable evidence that christianity was well estab-
lished in britain before his time

if the precise date of the arrival of christianity in britain
cannot be ascertained some evidences provide a terminus ad quern
for its presence there tertullian writing against the jews from
carthage in the late second century gives a list of countries in
which christianity is established and he includes britannia et
britannorurnbritannorumBritannorum inaccessainaccessa romanis loca christo vero subditasunditasubdita
places of the british not visited by the romans are subjected to the

true christ 8 charles thomas argues that such an assertion cannot
possibly be taken at face value since no church father in sunny
carthage could know or be concerned with such details in distant
borderlands of the roman empire 9 tertullian is thus refuted not
by substantive evidence or rational discourse but by the incredulity
of a modem author who cannot accept an ancient testimony if it is
out of harmony with his own reconstruction of the past

A near contemporary of tertullian origen likewise makes
mention in his writings of the advent of christianity in the land of
britannia not so much arguing for it as simply accepting it as an
accomplished fact 10 however unsatisfactory to some therefore
the literary evidence from carthage and alexandria caesarea
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clearly acknowledges a considerable christian presence in britain
by c AD 200

the great persecutions of christianity in the roman empire
from the reign of decius to that of diocletian would most likely
have made martyrs of some christians in britain and the most
famous of these is albanus bedes account of st albans martyr-
dom at verulamiumVerulamium is taken from earlier records including those
of constantiusCons tantius life of germanus and perhaps others now
unknown and places that martyrdom with those of aaron and
lucias at chester in the persecution of diocletian in 303 11 11

but thomas argues against the diocletian setting he reasons that
if one places the martyrdomsmartyrdoms in the persecution of decius 250 5511

or that of valerian 257 59 the loss of names and details would
have occurred more naturally in a two century period than in the
shorter time of a century and a half 12 there is also implied in his
argument for the earlier date a more visible christian presence in
britain by at least the early third century

archaeological evidence relating to british christianity in the
third century or earlier is not overwhelming or uncontested but one
noteworthy example appears beyond dispute in 1868 a word
square or acrostic was found scratched in rustic capitals on a
fragment of red wall plaster from a roman house at cirencesterCirencester
coroniumcoriniumCorinium reading rotasloperaltenetarepolsatorrotas 10peraltenetlarepolsator and gener-

ally translated the sower arepoareco holds the wheels carefully 1111313

the discovery that the letters of the acrostic could be formed into a
cross composed ofofpaterpaternosternoster with an alpha and omega A and 0
before and after each pater noster was made in 1926 by felix
grosser 14 and toynbee concludes from an analysis of the evidence
relating to this famous discovery that its appearance on our roman
plaster fragment would seem to attest although it cannot abso-
lutely prove the presence of christians in the romano british city
of coroniumcoriniumCorinium in the third or even in the second century 15

during the diocletianicDiocletianic persecution of the christians that
broke out on 23 february 303 constantiusCons tantius who was the reigning
augustus over the areas ofgaul spain and britain refused to carry
out persecutions against christians living in his domain although
he did allow churches to be destroyed 16 while there is no way of
determining how many of the destroyed churches were in britain
rather than spain or gaul some demolition must have occurred on
the island for one ofconstantinesofconstantines first acts after acceding to power
at york after the death of his father constantiusConstantius on 25 july 306
was to end formally the persecution of christians including the
destruction of their buildings in his realm and to restore status and
privileges to the church 17 endless debates have failed to answer



52 BYU studies

the question of constantines own conversion or that concerning
early family contacts with christianity but his role as benefactor
and protector of the christians is beyond doubt the action taken at
york on behalf of christians could not fail to have been politically
beneficial in britain as well as in gaul and spain since the army of
his father proclaimed constantine as emperor in britain and he
ruled for some time from there 18

the second decade of the fourth century not only brought a
cessation of the great persecution of christianity a peace led by
constantine and begun in britain but also introduced the age of
the church councils called under the authority of the emperor
among the earliest of which was the council of ariesarles held in
314 19 among the thirty three bishops present at the council were
three from britain eberiuseborius of york restitutusResti tutus of london and
adelphiusadolphiusAdelphius of either lincoln or colchester 20 athanasius affirms
that bishops from britain also participated in the council of serdicaberdica
held in october 342 21 although he does not specify them by
name or particular location in his earlier list of names of the
participants 22 an unspecified number of british bishops also
attended the synod called by the emperor constantiusCons tantius to assemble
atat ariminumAriminum in 359 sulpiciusSulpicius severus in his account of the
council states that provisions and lodging were to be provided for
all the bishops but that the bishops from aquitania gaul and
britain refused to accept public assistance all except three of the
british bishops who because of personal poverty took advantage
of the emperors offer 23

apart from the multiple references confirming the presence
of sufficient numbers of christians in britain during the first half of
the fourth century to justify organizing them into separate dioceses
each presided over by a bishop toynbee writes nothing is known
of the cathedrals of the three british bishops who attended the
council of arlesariesardesaddes at york london and probably colchester or of
those of the bishops who went to the council of ariminumAriminum
toynbee suggests however that such cathedral churches did exist
throughout the province and were either destroyed completely or
perhaps still await discovery 24 athanasius makes reference to the
churches in britain in a letter written to the emperor jovian soon
after his accession in 363 in which the exiled bishop assures the
emperor that nearly all churches in christendom have assented to
the nicene creed including those of britain 2521 the claim is clearly
exaggerated at least when he claims that the eastern churches of
egypt syria cappadocia etc are also overwhelmingly suppor-
tive of the nicene position one can only wonder if his assertion
relating to britain must be taken at face value or if it is just a
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propaganda claim to strengthen his own position with the new
emperor nevertheless the clear indication seems to be that there
were churches in britain at this period

the archaeology of fourth century britain gives additional
evidence that christianity was established in the province A
certain syagrius who was a dealer in metal during the fourth
century used the chi rho monogram as his trademark 2616 in the
thames near battersea several ingotsingols of pewter have been found
70 80 percent tin 20 30 percent lead stamped with his name

followed by the chi rho and either the letters alpha and omega or
a christian motto there is hope in god 112727

A rather unusual occurrence of the chi rho monogram was
found in a roman villa at frampton maiden newton some five
miles from dorchester in dorset in the dining room of the vilviivillawasvillarasvillalawaswas
a tesselatedtesseratedtesselated pavement decorated with typical scenes of mythology
including the head ofneptune attended by dolphins A semicircular
extension was later added to the pavement on the side where the
neptune head is and in the center of the extension is a circle in
which was inlaid the chi rho monogram 2288 the natural
explanation for the unusual pavement is that the owner of the villa
was at least nominally converted to christianity and proceeded to
give acknowledgement to the new god alongside the old in the
decoration of the dining room

the most spectacular christian mosaic from roman britain
was discovered in 1963 at the village ofhinton st mary in northern
dorset 29 the mosaic measures slightly more than 28 by 19 feet and
the design resembles that of the frampton mosaic mentioned
above in both pavements and also at lullingstoneLullingstone the myth of
bellerophon attacking the chimaera is depicted perhaps an alle-
gorical representation of a heavenly warrior warring against evil
and also perhaps connected with the popular legend of st george
and the dragon 3010 the hinton st mary mosaic is divided into two
portions see accompanying illustrations the smaller containing
the bellerophon roundel in a square flanked by rectangles with
hounds chasing stags and the larger containing a roundel in a
square on three sides of the square are hunting scenes with
hounds chasing stags and a hind and the fourth side contains a large
spreading tree in each comer of the square is a male bust perhaps
representing four gospel authors 31 the roundel in the middle of
the square contains a bust facing east worked with especial care
and very well preserved of a fair haired clean shaven man with
dark rather penetrating eyes he is heavily draped in an inner and
an outer garment tunica and pallium and has the chi rho mono-
gram behind his head and a pomegranate in the field on either side
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of him 32 if as is usually suggested the bust is that of christ the
pomegranates would then represent immortality the tree is the
tree of life and the other scenes represent paradise the major
argument against identifying the bust with christ is the unsuit-
ability of having his picture on the floor where one might step on
it every other aspect of the mosaic especially with the chi rho
behind the head argues for the interpretation suggested above if
so this fourth century mosaic contains the earliest known depic-
tion of christ in britain 33

yet another mosaic from dorset dates from the same period 3431

the general scheme of this mosaic is similar to part of that in hinton
st mary and contains two rings decorated with the chi rho
monogram although the rings are now lost they are known from
drawings made before they disappeared and toynbee suggests that
the same firm may have made all three of the dorset mosaics in the
fourth century 3531

another roman villa at lullingstoneLulling stone kent contained a
house church that was destroyed in the early fifth century interest-
ingly the building containing the rooms that were decorated with
date palms and other symbols and used for christian worship and
ritual practices was earlier devoted to pagan worship the excava
tors assert that libations made in votive pots placed before portrait
busts in one room continued through the period ofchristian activity
in the adjoining rooms making the villa an unusual example of a
site where pagan and christian worship were concurrently prac-
ticed 3631

charles thomas raises the question of how to interpret the
mosaics and artwork of these examples pointing out that the
motifs which they show certainly come within the broad descrip-
tion of being mythological but in specific terms they are better
described as dionysiac or gnostic 113737 after admitting that pre
constantinian christian art could have gnostic elements he sug-
gests a syncretism ofgnosticism and paganism with christianity in
britain 38 if that were the case many more pavements and artifacts
could be added to those listed above in considering the nature of the
christian religion in the fourth century

numerous hoards of silver and pewter ware have been
discovered from the southern coast of britain north to hadriansHadrians
wall 39 A common element of the hoards is the spoon many of
which are decorated with the chi rho and alpha and omega in the
bowls or handles one such hoard the water newton collection
found in 1975 near chesterton huntingdonshireHuntingdonshire within the
roman town of durobrivae contains a wide selection of bowls
dishes jugs cups a strainer plaques and related artifacts from the
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early to middle fourth century 40 thomas argues for community
ownership and usage rather than private for the hoard 41 but the
abundant chi rho and alpha omega decorations prove a wealthy
christian presence whether public or private the plaques how-
ever also have pagan votive inscriptions raising again the question
of syncretism or perhaps of dual usage by pagan and christian
as suggested in the lullingstoneLullingstone churchhousechurch house perhaps pagan

materials were simply taken over and adapted by christian
converts in their own religious services john chandler in a 1978
lecture at dorchester addressed some of the questions raised by
this mingling of christian and pagan symbols

the very existence of these objects suggests a notion of christianity
current in britain which would have horrified the church leaders on
the continent but would their horror have been greater than that
inspired by a picture of christs head on a mosaic floor in a place
where worshippersworshippers apart house servants with brooms and mops
could hardly avoid the act of sweeping and rinsing our lords
image42image 42

the most impressive hoard yet discovered in britain is the one
found near mildenhall suffolk in 1942 and presently housed in the
british museum there are thirty four pieces in the collection of
which the most beautiful object to survive from roman britain
is a silver dish measuring nearly two feet in diameter and weighing
more than eighteen pounds 4341 the artwork of the pieces includes a
mixture of pagan and christian motifs including the chi rho and
alpha omega designs found elsewhere but painter argues against
the treasures having any specifically religious purpose the date
given to the hoard is the middle oftheodtheof the fourth century and painter
suggests that it may have belonged to a roman general named
lupicinusLupicinus who had been sent to britain to quell barbarian revolts
because many of the pieces were perhaps made in gaul and italy
their existence in britain among a generals personal belongings
may not be indicative of british christianity as such the hypothe-
sis concerning lupicinuss ownership of the treasure is unproved
however and the presence of such wealth in fourth century britain
is eloquent proof that not all christians living in the province
whether native or foreign were impoverished

in addition to artifacts relating to the life and wealth of
christians living in roman britain there are numerous tombstones
that can likely be ascribed to christians according to R G
collcollingwoodingwood ordinary roman tombstones contain the formula
dis manibusmanibugManibus to the divine departed which is often though

not always replaced by the christian epithet hichichie lacet here
lies furthermore while pagan tombstones usually reckon the
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age of the deceased in years months and days christian epitaphs
take a certain pride in ignoring detail and use the formula plus
minus more or less in giving the age 44

of considerable interest to the present inquiry and in addi-
tion to the tombstones are observations relating to burial align-
ments in roman british cemeteries the author has been
excavating a large necropolis in egypt for some years and had
observed a shift in burial alignment which corresponding with
other data implied that the shift occurred with the arrival of
christianity in that region similarly the excavation of a cemetery
at lankhillsLankhills winchester revealed some noteworthy character-
istics in grave alignments

first cemeteries where graves were aligned in an orderly manner
perhaps on a topographical feature were much more common in the
fourth century than before thus none of the sites in table 38 dating
from that period was completely unordered whereas two of the three
cemeteries of predominately earlier date guilden morden and
trentholmeTrentholme drive definitely were second graves with their heads
to the west seem to have been comparatively normal in the fourth
century and rare if not unknown before thus whereas none of the
fourth century cemeteries in table 38 apart from cirencesterCirencester had a
substantial number of graves with heads other than to the west it is
hard to point to any definitely second or third century burials that
were so aligned it can be concluded that east west alignment was
prevalent in the fourth century however it never became ubiqui-
tous as the cemeteries at cirencesterCirencester gloucester radies and
MargiMargidmarglmargidunummargidunurndunumunurn demonstrate 4515

and again

although pagan cemeteries of an early date seem to have been
aligned in any direction sub roman christian churches and ceme-
teries in britain were almost invariably orientatedorientated fourth century
and apparently christian graves at poundburyPoundbury camp dorchester
dorset and possibly at ancaster Linlinescs also had their heads to the

west 46

thomas takes issue with the macdonald interpretation of the
evidence at lankhillsLankhills asserting that since it is most dubious that
at that date c 300 320 the church was necessarily strong enough
to influence the layout of a cemetery like lankhillsLankhills in which pagans
were and would continue to be buried one can look for alternative
causes following philip rahtz thomas argues that it is possible
that an imperial sun cult did have sufficiently powerful status in
britain after 331313 to account for east west burial orientation with the
head to the west 47 syncretism would permit christian adaptation
and continuation of such a custom after its introduction by a sun
cult but no evidence is given or available in the sources or the
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archaeological evidence to demonstrate such a fourth century
surge in the imperial sun cult especially in the province where
constantine first declared an imperial cessation of the persecution
of christians alignment of graves is not conclusive evidence
of christianity by itself but in the lankhillsLankhills study it does provide
the most economical interpretation of the excavation data the
same can be said at the authors egyptian excavation the popular
opinion among scholars is that christianity did not arrive in
strength in egypt until the end of the second century but the 180
degree shift in burial alignment from head east to head west with
christian symbols on burial clothing etc occurs in burials dating
to no later than the end of the first century there are no known
explanations to account for such a major cultural change at that
time except for the influence of christianity and the popular
wisdom may have to give way to a new hypothesis similarly in
britain perhaps the strength of christianity in that province by the
early fourth century has been underestimated because of a lack of
overwhelming evidence supporting an alternate view in point of
fact while one can argue that the relative paucity of christian
artifacts dated to the fourth century in britain argues for limited
numbers of christians living there A R bum argues against taking
such a viewaview

in short christianity was the dominant religion of the empire during
the last hundred years of roman government in britain and yet
traces of it among the roman british remains are few this has often
caused surprise but it would cease to do so if it were realized how
very few roman inscriptions of any kind remain from britain in this
period if fourth century had been one quarter as common as second
century or severan inscriptions christianity would have left its
mark 48

the evidence available through much of the fourth century
portrays a widespread but not well defined christianity in britain
the lack of definition is due both to the nonexistence of written
records from the province either biblical or patristic and to the
syncretistic nature of the archaeological evidence Is the syncre-
tism due to christian converts who continued to use pagan symbols
in a purely decorative sense alongside the now exclusively mean
ingfulinggul symbols of their new faith or were gnostic and pagan
elements woven into the fabric ofnewly acquired religious beliefs
whatever ones response it is impossible to substantiate the view
ofofathanasiusathanasius in his letter to jovian that the british churches were
all supportive of the nicene creed with the additional implication
that they were theologically harmonious with the churches of gaul
or italy 4941
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theological issues besides the ones considered at nicaeanicaean
continued to emerge and be defined in terms of orthodoxy and
heresy especially during the fourth and fifth centuries one such
subject was free will and grace and one of the key figures in the
debate was pelagius after whom the so called pelagian heresy was
named pelagius was bom in britain in c 354 and was probably
educated in the southeastern portion of the province 5010 apparently
both wealthy and intelligent pelagius went to rome in the 380s to
study law 51 and a few years later he decided to devote himself to
the church rather than continue in legal practice 52 during his
fifteen or so years of preaching in rome to AD 410 pelagius is
not known to have encountered any ecclesiastical opposition
although he did read augustinesaugustinasAugustines confessions with repugnance for
that authors dismal portrayal of mans moral helplessness and
utter dependence on gods grace in the struggle against evil
pelagius taught that it was inconceivable that god could have
placed men in the world without giving them both the capacity to
understand his purpose and the power to carry it out 53

the sack of rome in 410 by alaric caused pelagius among
others to leave rome and he journeyed to africa and then to
palestine jerome who was living at bethlehem began to write his
commentary on jeremiah in c 414 but by then was distracted by
the arrival and teachings of pelagius 54 despite jeromesgeromesJeromes discom-
fiture concerning pelagiussPelagiuss teachings on mans free will and his
charges that jerome had both depreciated marriage too vehemently
and also was not so free from origenist doctrines as he claimed two
councils ofpalestinian bishops in jerusalem and diospolisDiospolis failed to
find anything wrong with the doctrines of pelagius even after
examining the briton in person 55 one of pelagiussPelagiuss followers
caelestius had remained in africa when the teacher went to
palestine and while in africa was condemned by a council of
african bishops in 412 for his teachings 5616 it was soon afterward
that augustine attacked the newly defined heresy in many
tractatestractates because pelagius raised problems relating to origenism
in jeromesgeromesJeromes past and manichaeism in augustinesaugustinasAugustines past evans
suggests that he appears upon the scene of controversy in the
second decade of the fifth century as a representative to the two
great catholic doctors of still troublesome issues belonging to their
own theological past to be behind the times was part of pelagius
lamentable fate 115757

pelagiussPelagiuss own theology has been summarized by evans as an
attempt to be an orthodox theologian of the catholic church and
to be known as such and to define mans nature his relationship
to god and his moral obligation 5851 with regard to mans nature
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pelagius denied any doctrine of original sin understood as the
transmission of sin through procreation and further stated that no
man can be said to be guilty except for a deed which proceeds from
his own individual will 5919 As to god pelagius taught that the
eternal son consubstantial with the father assumes human nature
inin both body and soul and endures the condemnation of death that
is due to men because of their sins the death which he undergoes
is not due to him both because as man he is without sin and because
he is the creator of the universe 5160116060 christ is both revealer and
example for man and the benefit of the redeeming death of christ
christians receive as the forgiveness of sins in the sacrament of
baptism grace in this sense justifies the ungodly and makes him to
be without sin 116161 mans moral obligation is thus to follow the
example of christ and be fortified through the revelation of christ
so as to become sinless and thus be saved by the proper exercise of
his free will 6261 pelagiussPelagiuss emphasis on mans free will and the
potential to become sinless were especially denounced by his
detractors 6361

just how or when this heresy reached britain is not at all
certain but since pelagius never returned to his homeland it must
have been found there before his time or taken to the province by
some of his followers some slight evidence is thought to exist for
the presence of pelagian thinking in britain by the beginning of the
fifth century for Victricvictriciusius wrote in liber de laude sanctorum I1

that his fellow bishops in gaul had asked him to go to britain
and make peace although the nature of the dispute was not spelled
out 64 pelagius was not attacked for his beliefs until the second
decade of the century and even then two councils in palestine
found him innocent of heresy so it is unlikely that a visit to britain
by the bishop ofofrovenroven in the first decade of the century would have
been for the purpose of refuting a heresy which was as yet
undefined and not under attack elsewhere

there is no question that pelagianism was popular in britain
by the early part of the fifth century however and after it was
defined as heretical by such leading figures as jerome and
augustine one would expect it to be attacked by ecclesiastical
leaders in an attempt to exert dominance over churches and
thus establish their particular brand of orthodoxy throughout
christendom the attack was launched in 429 led by germanus
the bishop ofofauxerreauxerredauxerre in gaul who went to britain in response to a
request by a legation made up of non pelagian british christians 6561

the gallic bishop made four trips to britain to assist in eradicating
the heresy and in the late fifth century account of germanus
written by constantiusConstantius of lyon there is no doubt that the mission
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was to reclaim heretics rather than convert the heathen 6661 prosper
of aquitaineAquitaine is even more forceful in his description of events
stating that pope celestine on the suggestion of deacon palladius
sent germanus to britain as his personal representative to con-
found the heretics and lead the british into the catholic faith 67

germanussGermanuss efforts were not very successful and in 431 the pope
sent palladius himself to britain after consecrating him as the first
bishop to the irish christians 116868 by implanting catholic ecclesias-
tical leaders in an area heavily populated by heretics much as in the
case ofdemetriusofdemetrius going to egypt to establish catholic christianity
in 193 the pope attempted to establish a foothold for the catholic
faith and extend its influence in areas where alternate versions of
the faith prevailed germanus planned to augment the catholic
presence in britain by sending patrick as a priest in the care of a
senior priest but when word arrived that palladius had died patrick
was consecrated bishop in his place patrick himself acknowledged
that his appointment was approved over considerable opposition
by a synod of british bishops 116969

the attempt to establish catholicism as the faith in britain
was continuing well over a century later for in 596 pope gregory
the great sent augustine then prior of st andrews monastery
in rome to found the church in england again one is reminded
of egypt where a similar attempt by demetrius was still inin procprocessess
well over a century later when athanasius made numerous attempts
to wear down the overwhelming local opposition to his episco-
pacy arriving in kent in 597 augustine was quite successful and
soon returned to ariesarles to be consecrated bishop of canterbury for
many this new founding is considered the real establishment of
the christian faith in britain but to make such an assertion is to
ignore more than three centuries of well attested christianity in
that land

during the latter portion of that period with the withdrawal
of the roman military and apparent breakdown of roman govern-
mental apparatus during the anglo saxon invasions there is little
record of association between the church on the continent of
europe and the church in the british isles when contact was
renewed at the beginning of the seventh century the irish and the
britons were found to have certain peculiarities of ecclesiastical
organization and religious practice that marked them off from their
continental brethren and which have led some modem writers to
designate them the celtic church 55711171557070

the noted peculiarities were in all likelihood the remnants
of the christian faith that had been established long before the
coming of the new faith myres proposes a rather novel theory
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that in the deteriorating social world of the roman empire
pelagianism with its emphasis on free will and moral obligations
for man was at least partially responsible for throwing off the
roman yoke of authority in the fifth century 71 there is ancient
historical support for his position in zosimusZosimus a fifth century
historian and government administrator who wrote a history of the
roman empire this well regarded writer states that the people
living on the british island and some of the celtic tribes had
revolted from the rule of the romans and were subsisting on their
own and after donning armor they were fighting for themselves
and had freed their cities from the attacking barbarians 72 the
removal of the political yoke with its accompanying ecclesiastical
yokefellow was not entirely successful however for the ecclesi-
astical harness would again be placed upon britain within a few
centuries and would remain for nearly a millennium until its
removal in the british reformation
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snow

thinking of sweden the sky fluttered
its dark browed palenessshutpaleness shut
just once each winter and settled
on us mornings wore afternoon
wed ease out on a crust of light
already bushes had grown through

floating our footprints pleased
with the fat sky sprawled replete
what to do with it stare
not enough my daughter thought
nudging from sloth a fluffedfluffer
plumpness weather sends

for reawakeningsreawakenings spades scraped
slow arcs green around a tumbled dome
for her this was a kneeling someone
to be coaxed or patted up
with promises of buttons a head
pride in our created self

lasted two at most three days
then arms slumped in accelerated age
eyes sank in a drained landscape
fading slowest though the man
gathered from cold something newmade
that was the last to go

john davies

john davies is a poet living in prestatynPresta tyn wales he was a visiting professor of englishofenglish at brigham young
university 1987 88
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the hofmann maze

A book review essay
with a chronology and bibliography of the hofmann case

david J whittaker

the impact of the mark W hofmann murder and forgery
cases will be felt in the LDS community for years to come tilistillsthis ISis
obviously true in the lives of the families he so brutally affected
with his pipe bombs it is not any less true in the lives of his own
family whose love and support he betrayed so callously but it is
also true in the larger mormon community where the shock of
murder and the widespread deceit through forgeries seemingly
touched the very core of mormon history and tradition

while it is early to fully assess the damage to either the public
or the scholarly community what follows is an attempt to provide
readers ofbyuof BYU studies with a reasonably comprehensive guide to
the literature and basic facts of the hofmann case first we present
a review essay on the threebookthree book length studies of the hofmann
saga next a detailed chronology of the hofmann case as a guide
through the complexities of the various episodes and events
finally a bibliography designed to lead readers to other source
materials in addition to providing a guide to the main known
hofmann forgeries while hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns forgery activities went far
beyond mormon manuscripts the focus here is almost entirely on
the mormon related materials

david J whittaker isis associate librarian with responsibility for mormon manuscripts inin the harold B lee
library bnghambrighambangham young university and an associate editor ofbyu studies he expresses his thanks to
the many individuals who reviewed and assisted with the chronology and the bibliography particularly
ron barney of the historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints dean C
jessee william G hartley and ronald K esplin of the joseph fielding smith institute for church
historybyuhistory BYU andpaulhand paulPaulHH peterson oftheodtheof the BYU department of church history anddoctnneand doctrine an abridged
versionversion of the review essay appeared as special section insert inNewsletter religious studies center
brigham young university 3 september 1988
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LINDA SILLITOE and ALLEN D ROBERTS salamander the
story oftheodtheof the mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george JJ throckmorton salt lake city signature books 1988
xiii 556 ppap 179517.951795

STEVEN NAIFEH and GREGORY WHITE SMITH the
mormon murders A true story of greed forgery deceit and
death new york weidenfeld and nicholson 1988 x 458 ppap
199519.951995

ROBERT LINDSEY A gathering of saints A true story of
murder and deceit new york simon and schuster 1988.3971988397 ppap
189518.951895

for those seeking a guide to the labyrinth that is mark
hofmann there are now three volumes that promise a map of his
complex life and crimes as well as to the society in which these
occuredoccurredoccured each offers the reader a detailed reconstruction of the
stories of forgeries and murders and the subsequent investigation
that became such a controversial topic of discussion after the first
bombs exploded in salt lake city on 15 october 1985 all three
volumes offer new and useful bits of information about the
hofmann case but the discerning reader will sense that some of the
maps are less reliable than others and in some cases the cartog-
raphy is simply not to be trusted none of these volumes provides
the reader with source citations and all of them suffer from the
problems inherent in writing contemporary history

the first published study salamander appeared in april
1988 both sillitoe and roberts are familiar with the culture out of
which hofmann came and they use this knowledge to good
advantage in their detailed reconstruction of the hofmann case
bits and pieces of this work had surfaced before the volume
appeared as the authors had given talks and published essays in
such places as dialogue A journal ofmormonof mormon thought and utah
holiday but for those who have followed these presentations
there are still surprises in this volume the authors have chosen a
biographical approach focusing on key individuals and their
families by using this approach the authors broaden the context
and humanize the impact of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns activities the volume
itself is divided into three parts with a technical appendix on
some of the key forgeries by forensic specialist george throck-
morton at the end the first part chapters 1 through 6 details the
critical events from the initial bombings to the attempts to unravel
the crimes by the various individuals and agencies assigned to the
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case the second section chapters 7 through 14 takes the reader
back in time into the lives of the key players as they entered and
became part of the life and activities of mark hofmann the third
section chapters 15 through 19 treats the preliminary hearing the
plea bargain and the interviews with hofmann after his imprison-
ment and concludes with the parole hearing in january 1988

the authors have structured the story like an historical novel
it generally reads well flowing somewhat smoothly through a
complex series of crimes and their partial solution the reader is
allowed to feel the fears and concerns of the people who were
touched either directly or indirectly by the events discussed one of
the strengths of the book is that it never gets bogged down in the
technical aspects of these crimes for throughout the work we see
and experience the human drama and pathos that this case created
in mormon country but a close reading of the volume does reveal
that two authors are at work there are places where the prose is crisp
and clear and others where the details seem to impede the flow of
the presentation

sillitoe and roberts provide important information on the
early life of mark hofmann detail that is absent from the other two
volumes they tell of the early patterns of dishonesty and possible
sociopathologysociopathology the authors argue against the report of the state
appointed psychologist on this issue they probe hermannsHofmanns high
school college and mission years to provide insight into his later
criminal activities we are introduced to a man who was fascinated
with fire and explosives from a very young age who was cheating
and deceiving people during these same years who had a cruel side
to his personality manifested by his treatment of both animals and
people and who learned very young to live two lives one respect
able and one amoral the authors suggest at the end of the book that
hofmann was contemplating murder to obtain what he wanted in
this case a coin collection as early as 1977

another strength of the sillitoe roberts study is the human
portraits of the two bombing victims steven christensen and
kathleen sheets we feel the loss of these people even more
because we are made aware of their human connections with
families and friends their portraits are not cardboard ones but the
reader is invited into each of their lives to see a variety of activities
and attitudes and even their human frailties are discussed with
sensitivity and tact

particularly valuable are the insights sillitoe and roberts give
to the teams of investigators assigned to the case their profession-
alism as well as the office politics are discussed along with other
aspects of the hofmann case occasionally the reader might rightly
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wonder just how the authors learned what the judge who presided
over the preliminary hearing was thinking as he heard evidence
presented or further how they managed to leamlearn just what the
conversation was between prosecutor stott and defense attorney
yengich as they drove around town together on the eve of the plea
bargaining clearly they gleaned information from the individuals
themselves but we must seriously ask if the various actors are to be
trusted fully when as this volume clearly shows their public
reputations were at stake from the beginning of the case indeed we
should be especially suspicious since there has been no end of
scapegoating among those who have held the public stage for this
matter

this study also manages to recreate the world of document
dealers and the money men behind the big deals as well as the
historical community that was ultimately trying to make sense of
the new finds and relate them to what was already known about
mormon origins it was within this matrix that hofmann managed
to play his most dangerous games and sillitoe and roberts have
brought to their study a good knowledge of the inner workings of
this world

the critical reader will be disappointed by the lack of source
citations while the authors claim in the preface that their research
was extensive we are simply asked to trust the accuracy of that
research but with a case this important centering as it does on an
individual who refused to provide his sources this is asking a good
deal in addition to the lack of documentation two of the major
actors in the story and hence major sources of information for the
authors are given false identities one of them is even absent from
the index kate reid Hofhermannsmanns first fiancee see 116ilg116217217 24
226 28 231 32 234 244 45 337 39 and gene taylor the
financier for many of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns americana documents see
305 1111336336 37373390346423339 40 346423 are both important sources of
information about hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns character and activities kate no
doubt still carrying deep scars is a particularly crucial source for
the early hofmann and gene identified by robert lindsey as
kenneth woolley a cousin ofofdoridoridorl hofmann should know some-
thing of the whereabouts of some of Hofhermannsmanns documents most
of which are still unidentified and presumably still on the open
market hofmann admitted in january 1988 that he had forged
hundreds of items with at least 86 different signatures even

allowing for the hyperbole of the con artist it would appear that
many items are still not known and presumably are in public and
private collections throughout the country while sillitoe and
roberts undoubtedly made promises of anonymity and argue that
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these individuals identities are not essential to the story they are
a central part of the still unfolding drama

there remain unanswered questions some of which the
authors themselves acknowledge for example they argue that the
public is still notnot fully informed as to the level of LDS church
involvement with hofmann they even imply that president
gordon B hinckley did not tell the full truth to investiga-
tors regarding either the records he allegedly kept detailing his
dealings with hofmann or his personal relationship with steven
christensen they also suggest that it has never been made clear
just what promises were made to steve christensen by elder hugh
pinnock regarding future document acquistionsacquisitionsacquistions by the church
in all of this sillitoe and roberts suggest that the omnipresence of
the church was an important factor in the minds of both the inves-
tigatorsti and the prosecutors of the case but given the demography
and history of utah it is difficult to see how it could have been
otherwise

there are other problems with this study some of which relate
to either unanswered or unasked questions by the authors them-
selves for example by centering their study on the life and
motivations of mark hofmann they ignore the actual or potential
involvement of others hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns network of trlTrigrifriendsends surely
must bear some of the responsibility for his activities those who
fronted for his document deals those who fed him his history and
those who helped create the paper trails for his finds were
accomplices one wonders why certain individuals are dismissed
from this study when they had been critical partners in a number of
manuscript and rare book deals and we must seriously wonder
how hofmann could forge documents of such quality without some
help

sillitoe and roberts never really address the public scenario
of the hofmann case they do not discuss the implications of how
the public press used this case to punish the LDS church time and
time again Is it any wonder that some of the church leaders became
reticent after a while when the media seemed to always present the
worst interpretation of events to the public in many respects the
authors end up writing more as newspaper reporters than historians
why for example should we trust the letter hofmann was
supposed to have written to his mother but never sent lindsey
suggests it was not a letter but a student paper how do we know
for sure when or why it was created given hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns apparent
inability to tell the truth how can we trust this item and since he
clearly lied about his access to items in the private vault of the first
presidency and about the existence of an oliver cowdery history
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why should we take seriously his claims of intimate association
with president hinckley we are asked to take a lot of information
on the authors word but are given no way to judge either the
accuracy of their work or the thoroughness of their methodology

the second volume the mormon murders was released in
august 1988 of the three volumes here under consideration it is
clearly the most disappointing the narrative follows a chrono-
logical foformatrinat but even a superficial reading reveals it to be more
of a novel than a serious work of history in reading it I1 was
reminded of peter barts thy kingdom come 1919818 1 a novel that
applied almost all of the anti semitic stereotypes to the mormonscormonsMormons
bart presented a portrait of the church that transformed a supposed
jewish banking conspiracy as presented in the forged nineteenth
century protocols oftheodtheof the elders ofzion to the operations of the LDS
church hierarchy in salt lake city the protocols were used by
hitler and others to rationalize much of the nazi attempt to exter
minate the jews bart presented a picture of the mormon church as
concerned only with money and power with nothing else really
mattering in his novel truth was a convenient commodity trea
sured more by the publisher of an antiantl mormonmonnon newsletter than by
the leaders of the church image power and money dictated
church policy in barts novel but that was a work of fiction naifeh
and smiths book which assumes the same perspective claims to
be a true story

the mormon murders is an attack on the church in the guise
of a serious study of the hofmann case but its authors are grossly
uninformed about the mormon church and its history they call the
church a giant conglomerate freed by its religious status from
reporting and paying taxes its great wealth they are not sure if it
is fifteen or fifty billion dollars assures members of its truthful-
ness its leaders lie and deceive regularly because lying for the lord
is all right and since the church is continuing to grow in wealth all
that really matters in a few hundred years the church wouldnt
need to convert the world it would own the world 22 italics in
original armed with this perspective the authors then weave their
story of the hofmann case around it the money power and image
of the mormon church are used to explain just about every angle of
the case and like the protocols this volume leaves the reader with
a sense that the leviathan of mormonism is even stronger after the
story is told it is a book that anti mormonscormons will like but if people
care about the truth and have a sense of the real meaning of the
impact of the nuremberg trials and their implications for the
illegalities of religious persecution it is not likely the mormon
murders will be necessary reading
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naifeh and smith managemanage to work into their narrative most of
the traditional anti mormon themes including the legend of the
danitescanitesDanites the kirtland bank problems polygamy and of course
even an account of the LDS temple ceremony to so insensitively
include such a sacred part of mormon group life a dimension that
has no relationship to the hofmann murder and forgery cases can
only be understood as further paralleling antisemiticanti semitic literature
which sought to demonstrate the ties jews supposedly had to the
rites of free masonry however the authors knowledge of LDS
history isis so woefully inadequate and their understanding of even
basic mormon beliefs and practices so absurdly inaccurate that it
is hard to see how anyone could take their work seriously their
exaggerations are even comic as when for example they describe
mormon missionaries as a pack of young lions tracking a herd
and preying on the old the sick and the lame 67 their
demeaning descriptions of church leaders are caricatures rather
than true life portraits president hinckley is presented as the
quintessential bureaucrat who is notoriously shrewd about
people 113 his office is compared to a funeral parlor 306 and
mormon culture is described as a vast landscape of mashed
potatoes 109 compare 67 they portray most church leaders as
businessmen at heart and suggest that any talk of religion made

them uncomfortable 118 the absurd comedy grows as they
describe a certain leader as clawing his way up through the dense
sanctimonoussanctimonious jungle of the church hierarchy 119 and reaches
a peak in their portrayal of a plot by members of the first quorum
of the seventy to oust president hinckley 305 306 it would
seem that the authors have spent too much time reading
machiavellismachiavellicMachi avellis the prince and aapparentlyappparentlyardently none reading the doctrine
and covenants

As we would expect naifeh and smith see conspiracies
everywhere and like peter bart they are sure the mormon church
is behind all of them jerald tanner clearly a key source for the
authors like hiram cobb of barts novel is the real hero he
seeks and sees the truth but the church just wants to surpresssubpresssurpress it As
we might further expect naifeh and smith fail to see any contra-
diction in their presenting hofmann as a thoroughgoing liar except
when he is telling his tales about his relationship to president
hinckley and the church

if mormon murders has any merit it is the focus it gives to
the case by seeing the whole affair through the eyes of jim bell and
ken farnsworth the investigators for the salt lake police depart-
ment much of the detail regarding the case no doubt came from
these two individuals as well as from gerry delia and their
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perspective is of value even if they tend toward cynicism thus
this volume does provide some insight into the inner workings of
the police investigation including the interdepartmental fighting
the hard work the case required the strain on the lives of those men
assigned to the case and their perceptions of the society they
worked in even the theories of the police psychologist would
seem to have some merit for understanding hofmann where
salamander places more emphasis on mark Hofhermannsmanns relation-
ship to his mother the mormon murders gives more attention
to his father and the possible transference of the problems of this
relationship onto the mormon church as a father figure there
are insights in this volume but the overt anti mormon bias of
the authors combined with their arrogance and stupidity not
to mention the crudity and coarseness of their language must be
seen as seriously distorting their perspective and judgment
one cant help wondering if the authors cut class at harvard law
school during the semester when the course on evidence was
taught

the third volume robert lindseysLindseys A gathering of saints
appeared in september 1988 in many ways it is the best of the three
books As a story it reads better than the others and on balance it
presents a more complete account of all the aspects of the case
lacking the vituperative approach of the mormon murders it
moves deftly through the story with insight and compassion and
it is well organized by providing several introductory chapters that
survey early mormon history lindsey responsibly prepares his
readers to better understand the historical import of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns
discoveries thereafter the story proceeds chronologically in

general this volume is much more evenhanded than the others in
dealing with the role of the LDS church in the hofmann story
lindsey suggests in one place that the issues of separation of church
and state could be one explanation for the hesitancy of church
leaders to readily turn over its files or the manuscripts in its
possession to state investigators

A key source for lindsey was michael george see 283 an
investigator for the salt lake county attorneys office george
was clearly the source for the interesting final interview with
hofmann presented at the end of the volume

of course there are problems lindsey just repeats the old
inaccurate stories of the danitescanites see for example 204 249 50
and no serious mormon historian would agree with his claim that
jerald tanner following fawn brodie gave birth to the new
mormon history 128 but these flaws can probably be ascribed
to his status as an outsider to mormonmonnon country and culture
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lindseysLindseys volume has more detail on the documents
hofmann found and sold than do the other two books particu-
larly valuable is his discussion of the oath of a freeman in which
he gives the full story of the one potential sale that might have
solved hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns financial problems lindsey reprints the letters
from the library of congress and from the american antiquarian
society that reveal the behind the scenes developments the other
volumes do not present this dimension of the case as fully lindsey
also peppers his study with ample quotes from the diaries and
journals of many of the key participants in these events material
that is either summarized hinted at or entirely ignored in the other
volumes by using these primary sources he gives the reader a fuller
picture of the thoughts and feelings of the main actors even though
we are never told where we can examine these documents

lindseysLindseys story is well told and presents realistic portraits of
the key participants where robert stott the chief prosecutor is
presented in very negative terms by naifeh and smith lindsey
gives a more believable view of a man who tried to be very thorough
and very cautious stott surely was not the political country
bumpkin that comes across in the mormon murders the same
applies to naifeh and smiths caricature of brent ward

one thing that all ofthese volumes lack is a sense of historical
perspective on forgery forgery is an ancient business whether we
talk about the scriptoresscripturesScrip tores historiaehistorial augustae the donation of
constantine the 1929 forgeries of lincoln letters the homhorn diaries
and papers of the 1940s and 1950s the recent hitler diary forgeries
or the numerous art forgeries that are periodically brought to our
attention by the news media 1 even in mormon history hofmann
is not the first forger consider the clear evidence that the oliver
cowdery pamphlet defense in a rehersalhersalreversalRe of my grounds for
separating myselffrommyself from the latter day saints allegedly printed in
ohio in 1839 and even considered authentic by B H roberts is
in fact a forgery 2 then too some mormonscormons continue to use the
fraudulent archboarchko volume in their new testament studies 3 and
recent discoveries in the texas rare book and manuscript market
surely ought to help us place hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns activities in a broader
context 4

another problem stems from these volumes way of treating
contemporary history in telling their stories these authors would
have us believe they were in the office of the first presidency when
hofmann met with president hinckley or in the back seat of the car
when yengich and stott drove around salt lake city initially
discussing a possible plea bargain of course we know this was not
the case but by adopting a you were there writing style the
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authors betray their work as journalism not history can we really
believe that all the players in the hofmann drama spoke in publish-
able dialogue as if every sentence were accompanied by quotation
marksmarks5marksb mormon murders shows this tendency at its worst not
only are dialogues invented out of whole cloth but the authors also
manage to climb into the minds of key players so they can tell us
what each person was feeling and thinking this fantasylandfantasyland
approach to reconstructing historical events eliminates all serious
methodological roadblocks the narrative can go wherever the
authors wish because truth and evidence are never allowed to get in
the way ofa good story and since no source citations are given the
reader has no way to check up on the sources the authors used one
suspects in fact at least for the naifeh and smith volume that
sources were not identified precisely because their fictions would
be found out

most people as these three volumes show get their history
not from scholarly journals or monographs but from journalists
who control the public media As neil postman has pointed out in
his book amusing ourselves to death the very nature of modem
news media has created the idea of context free information the
idea that the value of information need not be tied to any function
it might serve but merely to its novelty interest and curiosity but
more than that modem journalism is characterized by its capacity
to move information but not to collect it explain it or analyze
it knowing the facts in the media has come to mean knowing of
things not knowing about them hence the stress on images
stereotypes and headlines on the sensational and on the push for
quick answers and conclusions without study or evaluation the
bottom line is entertainment and marketing not education what
results is triviality not understanding 6 without a doubt a show
business atmosphere penneapermeatedted most of the newspaper and tele-
vision coverage of the hofmann case and this approach has helped
to decontextualize and sensationalize the whole case none of these
books escapes this tendency although mormon murders is again
the most outrageous example

like sampson avard and john C bennett in early mormon
history the salamander and mark hofmann are now perma-
nently fixed in the experience and memory of the latter day saints
like these earlier individuals hofmann betrayed the fundamental
values of the community he claimed membership in but unlike the
earlier defectorsdetectorsdefectors from the church who left little record of their
lives with mark hofmann we have a better opportunity to under-
stand the whysghys and hows of his defection at least these new books
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invite us to look deeper into the context of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns activities
and provide an occasion for self examination for those of us who
hold to the values he rejected so violently

several elements of mormonmonnon culture seem to have contrib-
uted to the direction hofmann took his domestic life was not able
to deal fully and openly with its own history which was in turn
intermeshed with mormon institutional history the polygamous
marriage of his maternal grandparents after the manifesto marks
mother was bom in 1929 of this relationship was treated as a deep
family secret and marks questions about it only pushed the
answers further into darkness some of his earliest research
endeavors into church history were attempts to find out the truth
about his own family and what mark saw as institutional disin-
genuousness allowing plural marriages but publicallypublically denying
them was reinforced at home in his experience people just were
not able to deal honestly with their past and they covered this fear
with an authoritarian silence this alone made people and institu-
tions potential victims of his schemes and his documents could
only make their worst nightmares come true

the hofmann case also reveals another example of white
collar crime As the authors of these volumes show greed was a
common denominator ofmany of the people who got involved with
hofmann financial greed political greed historical greed to get
gain was one of the key motives of the actors in this case such
getting has in recent decades created an active underground

dealing with mormon documents one even suspects that this need
to know this lust for knowledge in the mormon community was
the one card defense attorney yengich had to play as his clients
guilt became more apparent we must particularly wonder about
the greed of collectors some of whom essentially ordered
manuscripts from hofmann in their inordinate desire to possess a
specific item this quest for knowledge that is thought to give a
certain power and the lust for possession of the manuscripts that
supposedly convey this knowledge is another basis for the flim-
flam that occasionally surfaces in our culture we find ourselves
trafficking in our heritage reducing everything to a dollar price

that invites crime into historical study and error into our research
in retrospect it is clear that our tools failed us in this instance

there is no doubt that some of the best minds in america were
involved in authenticating the main hofmann documents thus
historical responsibility was exercised but what happens when the
FBI labs the experts at the library of congress and some of the
best documents people in the country are fooled it is important to
remember that traditional historical education does not include the
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kinds of technical training required for detecting forgeries yet in
this case with so many people with specialized training and
experience involved it appears that current levels of expertise are
inadequate then too the techniques used to detect some of the
hofmann forgeries still have not been tested as to their admis-
sibilitysibility into a court of law

in some ways our cultures very success helped create
hofmann consider our technical knowledge of inks paper
writing and printing which is available in dozens of books and
articles not to mention vast libraries containing histories on all
topics these extensive resources were clearly used by hofmann
using equally available information one could construct a pipe
bomb or even given access to the materials an atomic bomb
perhaps this is one price we pay for living in an open society

the context of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns activities must be examined more
carefully than it is in any of these volumes if we are to fully
understand why mistakes were made such an examination must
take account of the history of mormon historical scholarship for at
least the last thirty years for example it is clear that for a number
of years there have been tensions within the mormon community
between the two perspectives owen chadwick identifies in his
perceptive study of the opening of the vatican archives

1 the ecclesiastical statesman who holds we have enemies in
the world bad things happened in the past if we open our archives
we let in not only neutrals who want to understand or friends who
have that sympathy which enables men to understand better but
antagonists seeking to stir up dirt such hostile enquiry especially if
misused hurts the institution and in hurting the institution hurts the
world which the institution serves
2 the scholarhistorianscholarlhistorianScholar Historian who argues the church is committed to

truth the opening of archives is a necessary part of the quest for truth
in an age of historical enquiry truth is an absolute good no plea of
political welfare can override the commitment the church wants to
know what really happened for the sake of that quest it must run the
risk that fanatics misuse its documents misuse is of the moment
truth becomes a possession 7

both positions have truth and value and they are not necessarily
mutually exclusive but they do help to clarify real positions the
volumes on hofmann deal in various ways with the scholar
statesman tensions in mormon culture each book deals with this
differently but it seems clear now that hofmann got away with
some ofhis activities because he took advantage of the tensions that
had developed during the late 1970s and into the 1980s hofmann
might have appeared in any case but a more open policy of access
to archives would have made his impact less traumatic
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As early as his own LDS mission hofmann had concluded
through a study of fawn brodies biography of joseph smith that
joseph was the ultimate con man who forged his revelations and
then pretended sincerity in a perverse way hofmann was able in
his own mind to twist the life of joseph smith into a model for his
own activities for example after a missionary companion
according to sillitoe and roberts called him to account for his

theft of an anti mormon work from a library in england hofmann
justified his actions paraphrasing nephi by saying it is better
that I1 steal this work than even one person lose his testimony by
reading it the irony not to mention the dishonesty was that
hofmann had already concluded that the church was not true

it was hannah arendt who said that one of the purposes of the
past is to haunt us even without hofmann we would seem to have
enough history lurking in the underbrush to plague us as a people
who care so much about truth but who at times care so little about
history thus it is possible for another hofmann to appear in our
culture for as long as there are perceived secrets and we tend to
distrust each other someone will emerge to prey upon our worst
fears and needs we care about the work of people like hofmann
because our history matters to us we anchor our faith in the
concrete experiences of times past both personally and collec-
tively it is a measure of that faith that we must assess our mistakes
while we continue the study of our history even more intensively
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the mark hofmann case
A basic chronology

1954

9 jan steven christensen bomborn in salt lake city utah

7 dec mark william hofmann bomborn in salt lake city utah

1966

at age twelve hofmann purchases his first mormon
item a five dollar kirtland safety society note signed
by joseph smith and sidney rigdon

1973

june mark hofmann graduates from olympus high school
salt lake city

june book of common prayer bought by deseret book co

27 nov hofmann called to serve a mission to the england
southwest mission the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints he would served primarily in the
areas of portsmouth bristol and bath

1976

spring hofmann enrolls at utah state university logan
utah

this chronology has been assembled from a variety of sources I1 have benefited from a review by various
friends and colleagues A detailed chronology 1980 87 compiled by mike carter appeared in the
salt lake tribune I11 august 1987 see also deseret news 31 july 1987 a6aa and william G hartley
fraudulent documents A chronology for the BYU symposium distributed on 6 august 1987
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1977

15 april hofmann gets engaged for the first time he later breaks
off the relationship

1978

june hofmann gives a photocopy of an account of a second
anointing ceremony in LDS temple supposedly dated
1920 to sandra tanner a professional anti mormon in
salt lake city

1979

29 april hofmann writes a college essay in the form of a letter to
his mother in which he is very critical of the historical
policies of the LDS church

fall hofmann and jeff simmonds discuss the CBS TV
ministriesminiseriesmini series based on irving wallaces 1972 novel
the word the lost book of james a story of ancient
manuscripts forgeries and murder

14 sept hofmann marries doralee olds in the salt lake
temple

october hofmann sells a second anointing blessing to utah
state university archivist jeff simmonds for sixty
dollars hofmann makes simmonds promise he will not
tell anyone where he got it hofmann now claims a 1912
date for this item

1980

16 april hofmann shows his wife a 1688 edition of the bible and
specifically points out that several pages are stuck
together police later establish that this bible was pur-
chased by hofmann in bristol while on his mission in
england

17 april hofmann shows jeff simmonds the 1688 bible and they
separate the stuck pages discovering the anthon tran-
script
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18 april daneldaneidanelbachmanB Bachmanachman and mark hofmann visit dean jessee at
the LDS church historical department in salt lake city
jessee then begins his study of the anthon transcript

22 april the church accepts anthon transcript

3 may KSLTVKSL TV salt lake city interviews hofmann in danel
bachmansnachmansBachmans office at the logan utah LDS institute of
religion newspapers carry the story of the anthon
transcript discovery hofmann becomes a celebrity

1 4 may mormon history association annual meetings held in
canandaigua new york one session is devoted to the
anthon transcript

june the church attempts to check the provenance of the
anthon transcript in order to authenticate it

27 june hofmann visits dorothy dean in carthage illinois he
tells her he is trying to establish the source of the 1688
bible

july mark and doralee hofmann move to sandy utah

29 july dorothy dean signs affidavit convinced by hofmann
that her mother must have been the source of the 1688
bible

13 oct the anthon transcript is sold by hofmann to the
LDS church in exchange the church gives him a five
dollar mormon gold coin minted in 1850 a first edition
of the book of mormon and several examples of
pioneer mormon currency total value 20000

1981

8 jan hofmann is arrested for stealing a bag of sliced almonds
from a grocery store in salt lake valley

12 feb hofmann calls michael marquardt asking for informa-
tion on the 1844 succession he specifically wants to
know what joseph smith was doing on 17 january 1844
two days later marquardt tells him joseph smith spent
the day at home
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16 feb hofmann shows church archivist donald schmidt a
photocopy of a faded 1844 document that appears to be
the text of a blessing joseph smith gave to his son
joseph smith III111 17 january 1844 schmidt is noncom-
mittal hofmann then decides to approach richard
howard church historian of the RLDS church

24 feb hofmann informs howard of the joseph smith 111IIIili
blessing several days later howard calls hofmann at
which time hofmann promises not to sell it before
8 march

27 feb schmidt and associates in the LDS church historical
department inform president hinckley of the joseph
smith 111IIIililii blessing document the church decides to
obtain it

2 march the joseph smith 111IIIililii blessing is sold to LDS church for
about 20000 in trade the church trades this docu-
ment to the RLDS church on 18 march for an 1833 book
of commandments soon after hofmann donates to
LDS church a thomas bullock letter to brigham
young dated 27 january 1865 to add credibility to the
blessing about the same time of the blessing trans-
action LDS church purchases some white notes
from hofmann hofmann also sells some to al rust a
coin dealer in salt lake city

april at LDS general conference president gordon B
hinckley discusses the joseph smith 111IIIililii blessing

april james dibowski and albert somerford forensic
may experts associated with the US postal inspectors

crime lab authenticate joseph smith 111IIIililii blessing the
paper tests would be done by the mccrone institute of
chicago

may hofmann purchases a large collection of letters from
steve gardiner in utah county on 18 may he pays
gardiner 20000 in november he borrows 25000
from al rust which he pays to gardiner this gardiner
purchase constitutes the core of the catalogue list of
mormon manuscripts hofmann issues about this
time
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15 mayuay RLDS president wallace B smith announces that a
team of experts has tested the joseph smith III111lillii blessing
and established its genuineness about this time
hofmann meets lyn jacobs and brent metcalfe

29 may the joseph smith to emma letter dated 3 march 1833
is sold to brent ashworth a utah county lawyer
collector for 6000 4000 in cash 2000 in trade

1982

january hofmann orders rubber stamps from the salt lake
stamp co which he would use to make various denomi-
nations of spanish fork notes

march hofmann tells ashworth of a collection of nineteenth
century letters from the palmyra area that is coming on
the market he says that a lucy mack smith letter is
among them

6 march hofmann calls ashworth to tell him about another
find he drives to ashworthsAshworths home in payson and

shows him a 13 january 1873 letter of martin harris to
walter conrad ashworth wants it the tentative selling
price is established at 27000 ashworth offers to trade
documents signed by george washington abraham
lincoln and robert E lee

29 july hofmann shows ashworth the letter of lucy mack
smith to mary pierce dated 23 january 1829 they
agree to have dean jessee check the handwriting of the
letter prior to final purchase by ashworth selling price
about 33000 in trade

23 aug news conference held regarding the lucy smith letter

17 sept hofmann interviewed by peggy fletcher editor of
sunstone the interview is published in sunstone
review 2 september 1982 16 19 hofmann admits in
the interview that with the high prices being paid for
mormon documents there may be some temptation to
forge later in the interview he says im in this for the
money
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sept hofmann interviewed by jeffrey keller for the 7thath east
press an off campus BYU student newspaper A
summary of the interview appeared in the september
1982 issue 6 7

20 oct david whitmer to walter conrad letter dated 2 april
1873 sold to LDS church for 10000

21 oct hofmann sells ashworth a half page fragment from
the book of mosiah for 5000 later ashworth
buys a second fragment a full page from the book of
helaman for 25000 both are featured in the ensign
13 october 1983 77

nov to spanish fork operativecooperativeco notes sold to alvin rust
dec hofmann had prepared several sets of these undated

notes in denominations of ten cents twentyfivetwenty five cents
fifty cents and one dollar hofmann sold sets to various
individuals at 1500 2000 per set

1983

5 jan hofmann calls G homer durham managing director of
the LDS church historical department about a letter he
says he has just found in contacting durham hofmann
skirts the normal church channels for acquiring docu-
ments durham takes hofmann directly to president
gordon B hinckley the document is the earliest
known holograph of joseph smith a letter to josiah
stowell dated 18 june 1825 the price agreed upon is

15000 the church insists on establishing its authen-
ticity

10 jan hofmann flies to new york city he meets there with
charles hamilton a well known autograph dealer
hofmann convinces hamilton that the 1825 letter is
authentic and he signs a statement to that effect

14 jan elwyn doubleday sells the lounsbery collection of
letters to william thoman hofmann will claim he
purchased the harris 1830 letter from thoman in march
1982 police later show that this doubleday sale to
thoman occurred on 14 january 1983
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14 jan letter of joseph smith to josiah stowell 18 june 1825
sold to LDS church for 15000 the letter is then placed
in the first presidency vault

3 march E B grandin printing contract for first printing of
book of mormon signed by joseph smith and martin
harris dated 17 august 1829 sold to LDS church for
25000

april hofmann visits the justin schiller raymond wapner
galleries in new york city for the first time he
introduces himself as a dealer in rare coins he
also begins to purchase rare childrens books from
them

nov letter of joseph smith to general jonathan dunham
27 june 1844 sold to dr richard marks of phoenix
arizona by hofmann who had earlier promised it to
brent ashworth ashworth would learnleam of the sale on
27 january 1984

29 nov hofmann calls michael marquardt and tells him he has
just found a martin harris letter he reads the letter to
marquardt

1 dec hofmann has michael marquardt to his home for
dinner he shows him the text of a letter of martin
harris to william W phelps dated 23 october 1830
marquardt tells a number of people about it during the
next week

16 dec lyn jacobs fronting for hofmann offers to sell
LDS church an 1830 martin harris letter to W W
phelps the white salamander letter president
hinckley declines indicating that the price is too
high brent ashworth also rejects the offer
hofmann fronting for jacobs approaches LDS
church archivist donald schmidt eventually
suggesting that perhaps a wealthy church member
could be found to buy it and then donate it to the
church this middleman idea proves to be attrac-
tive brent metcalfe tells hofmann of steven
christensen
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1984

6 jan the harris letter is sold to steven christensen and gary
sheets hofmann had asked 50000 for it but had
accepted an offer of 40000 payable over eighteen
months 1000 down 9000 in two weeks and the
balance in increments of 10000 at six month intervals

january christensen retains BYU historians ron walker and
dean jessee to study historical context of harris letter
in a 24 january letter to his research team he counsels
them to seek the truth in their studies

late jan hofmann tells christensen he has a cash flow problem
if christensen can give him the 9000 plus 5000 now
hofmann will give him a bonus the transcript of a
I11 november 1825 contract in which joseph smith sr
josiah stowell and other partners agreed on the division
of proceeds from a money digging enterprise they had
organized to find buried treasure christensen agrees to
advance the money in exchange for a copy of the text
and the right to buy the original for 15000 if and when
hofmann acquires it

february alvin E rust mormon and utah coin and currency
published it contains several hofmann forgeries

february dean jesseesjessesJessees the personal writings of joseph smith
appears it includes six hofmann forgeries

march jerald and sandra tanners utah lighthouse ministry
though wanting to believe the harris letter authentic
admits to some reservations because of its similarity
to an affidavit of willard chase in E D howes
mormonism unvailedunavailed sic 1834 and to a statement by
early LDS convert joseph knight tanners publish long
extracts from harris letter in the salt lake messenger

7 march steven christensen issues a press release admitting
ownership of the 1830 harris letter but he says that he
will not release it until further research is done on it his
researchers were then working on 1 examining the
physical text they chose kenneth rendell of newton
mass to do this 2 establishing theprovenancethe provenance of the
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letter dean jessee worked back to elwyn doubleday
a dealer in postal memorabilia in alton bay new
hampshire and 3 understanding the historical
context of the letter ronald walker dean jessee and
brent metcalfe were working on this aspect

18 may mike hansen hofmann alias orders printing plates
from cocks clarkdarkoark engraving in denver colorado for
deseret currency

june mike hansen orders twelve zinc etchings from
william claytonsclaytonaClay tons latter day saints emigrants
guide 1848 from heisler engraving in kansas city
missouri part of the 389.6938969 order is paid with a check
for 169.6916969 signed by mark W hofmann

august hofmann sells full set of deseret currency dated 1858
to alvin rust for 35000

21 24 sunstone theological symposium hotel utah salt
august lake city first public discussion of the harris 1830

letter by jan shipps and richard bushman

22 aug utah lighthouse ministry publishes the money
digging letter

25 aug los angeles times publishes long article on the harris
letter other newspapers across the country follow its
lead

sept utah lighthouse ministry publishes copy of a circulat-
ing typescript of the 1825 smith stowell letter and
questions why the 18301930 harris letter is devoid of
mention of god or angels

26 sept hofmann learnsleams from kenneth rendell that forensic
examiner of paper william G krueger has determined
there are no indications of forgery in the 1830 harris
letter

october in an address at general conference elder bruce R
mcconkie warns members who conduct or support
historical research threatening to the faith of other
members three days later christensen fires brent
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metcalfe from his research team but gives him
severance pay metcalfe had filled in for christensen
in giving a talk to the faculty at the LDS institute
of religion at the university of utah the discus-
sion had become very heated over metcalfesMetcalfes refusal
to bear his testimony to the group after discussing
the harris 1830 letter christensen writes a letter
to president hinckley shortly thereafter 16 october
in which he says he has decided to suspend research
on the letter and to drop plans to publish a book about
it

30 oct wilford cardon sends hofmann a check for 12000 for
an 1807 betsy ross letter

mike hansen orders jim bridger notes from utah
engraving company

21 nov mike hansen orders printing plate for emma smith
hymnal back page from debouzek engraving salt lake
city

28 nov emma smith hymnal sold to brent ashworth for 5000
and a brigham young letter

12 dec mike hansen leaves mark hofmann fingerprint
which police later find on receipt at salt lake stamp
company

1985

2 jan hofmann sells two jim bridger notes to charles hamil-
ton for 10000

15 feb steven christensen receives a report from albert H
lyter III111 a forensic chemist in raleigh north carolina
lyter had examined the ink on the harris 1830 letter and
reported there is no evidence that the examined
document was prepared at other than during the stated
time period

26 feb christensen again writes to president hinckley about
the harris letter
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29 feb president hinckley calls christensen and assures him
that the church wants the harris letter

8 march mike harris orders plate from debouzek engraving
in salt lake city for the oath of a freeman

11 march hofmann flies to new york city

13 march hofmann purchases five items from argosy book
store in new york city for 514251.425142 one item he
claimed he purchased at this time was the oath of
a freeman the oldest printed item in american
history hofmann claimed he paid twentyfivetwenty five
dollars for this specific item several days later
he returns with the oath of a freeman to schillers
gallery in new york city various authorities
are contacted by schiller to examine the broadside
william matheson chief of the rare book and
special collections division of the library of congress
accepts the item and says a battery of tests will be
perfoperformednned on it to determine its authenticity in april
the library of congress tells schiller and wapner
Hofhermannsmanns agents that it wants to buy the oath of a
freeman

15 march thomas wilding and associate syd jensen at
hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns invitation agree to invest 22500 in
eighteen rare books

20 march kenneth rendell sends his final report to christensen
there is no indication that this letter the harris 1830

letter is a forgery

21 march wilding and co investors give hofmann 22500 to
purchase rare books

25 march mike hansen orders a second plate of the oath of a
freeman

3 april christensen tells salt lake tribune that tests show
harris letter to be authentic that researchers are pre-
paring it for publication and that their findings will be
announced at the mormon history association annual
meeting in may
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8 april schiller sends oath of a freeman to library of
congress asking price 151.515 million

16 april letter of david and peter whitmer to bethell todd
dated 12 august 1828 sold to LDS church for 1500

by hofmann

18 april first presidency accepts steven christensensChristensens donation
of the harris 1830 letter to church

23 april alvin rust advances hofmann 150000 to purchase
mclellinmcclellinMcLellin collection in new york city hofmann

later tells rust that he has sold the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin collection
to the LDS church for 300000

28 april church news announces churchechurchs acquisition of harris
letter from christensen and publishes the letter with a
careful statement from first presidency acknowledging
apparent authenticity

29 april utah lighthouse ministrysMinistrys salt lake messenger
accuses LDS church of hiding a second letter that deals
with early treasure hunting by the smith family salt
lake tribune claims 1825 smith stowell letter exists
but church spokesman denies that church possesses it

30 april rhett james questions authenticity of harris letter
based on study of word patterns of known harris
writings

2 may at mormon history association annual meetings in
independence missouri dean jessee summarizes find-
ings by experts who noted that nothing had been found
indicating forgery As jessee would reemphasize in the
months to follow one can prove forgery but not authen-
ticity authenticating is a matter of reducing probability
not of proving ronald walker discusses context of
treasure hunting into which the letter apparently fits

5 may church spokesman retracts his denial of church having
the 1825 letter saying he was informed by president
hinckley that the letter was in first presidency vault and
perhaps would be subject of critical study as harris
letter had been
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9 may first presidency releases text of 1825 smith stowell
letter with statement that dean jessee says document
appears definitely to be in hand of joseph smith and

is earliest document written by the prophet document
expert charles hamilton of new york had authenti-
cated the letter earlier

11 may newspapersnationwidenewspapers nationwide feature headlines claiming that
the smith stowell 1825 letter links mormon church
founder to the occult

14 may spokesman denies church has hidden oliver cowdery
history

15 may walter mccrowe associates find the harris letters
paper consistent with period of date

20 may time magazine publishes challenging mormonismsMormonisms
roots about the documents controversy kenneth
rendell verifies based on his examination and tests and
based on ink and paper tests done by others that there
is no indication that this harris letter is a forgery

25 may ronald vern jackson displays forgery of neeley court
docket to support claim that harris letter is a fake

early brent metcalfe who earlier had passed to john dart a
june reporter with the los angeles times information

from an anonymous source hofmann about the exis-
tence of an oliver cowdery history hidden by the first
presidency now meets with hofmann and dart in salt
lake city hofmann tells dart he has seen the oliver
cowdery history in the vault of the first presidency that
this history contains a different account of the origins of
the church and that it credits alvin smith with a key
role in obtaining the book of mormon plates

5 june wilford cardon wires 110000 to schiller wagner in
new york city to invest in a charles dickens manu-
script the haunted man and the ghosts bargain
hofmann had told him of the investment opportunity

9 june hofmann offers the same investment opportunity to
thomas wilding he had offered to cardon
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13 june los angles times cites insider anonymous interview
with mark hofmann that LDS church presidency is
hiding a cowdery history

14 june library of congress returns oath of a freeman to
schiller wapner galleries price too high at 151.515
million

28 june elder hugh pinnock helps arrange a loan of 185000
from first interstate bank for hofmann to help purchase
mclellinmcclellinMcLellin papers

6 july salt lake tribune citing hofmann says mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
collection includes pearl of great price facsimile 2

29 july letter of joseph smith to general jonathan dunham
27 june 1844 sold to brent ashworth after hofmann
bought it from deseret book co which had bought it
from dr richard marks who had bought it from
hofmann hofmann loses about 56000 on this trans
action but he must keep ashworth quiet as ashworth is
beginning to tell people how untrustworthy he is

august brigham young papers sold to wilding group for
23600

12 aug hofmann signs contract to buy a home in cottonwood
area of salt lake city for 550000 hofmann agrees to
pay 5000 in earnest money 195000 at closure and
three additional annual installments of 195000 the
closing is set for 15 october 100 PM

21 24 at sunstone symposium in salt lake city historians
august michael quinn marvin hill and ronald walker say

that joseph smiths involvement with folk magic can
be sustained without hofmann documents

3 sept hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns 185000 check to first interstate bank
bounces

10 sept deseret book sells hofmann book of common prayer
for 50 it contains a signature of nathan harris
several days later hofmann returns to claim that a poem
written by martin harris was in the back of the volume
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13 sept hofmann admits to wilding and syd jensen that their
money had not purchased the oath of freeman or
dickens manuscript that brigham young papers he had
offered to sell did not exist and that he cannot return
their money hofmann spends the day trying to raise
money one angry investor hits hofmann in face
increasing pressure put on hofmann

16 sept leslie kress and kenneth rendell sell hofmann two
pieces of papyrus on consignment for expected 10500
sale 23 sept hofmann offers to sell papyrus piece to
curt bench of deseret book co

25 sept hofmann offers to sell papyrus piece to ashworth

30 sept hofmann tries to use papyrus as collateral for 150000
loan arranged by wade lillywhite of deseret book

1 oct hofmann sells deseret currency notes to deseret book

2 oct christensen warns hofmann to tell elder pinnock of his
problems

3 oct hofmann sells nathan harris book of common prayer
to LDS church for 700 in trade

4 oct hofmann tells elder pinnock he must sell mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
collection rather than donate it to church so
pinnock arranges for it to be purchased for 185000
during 13 19 october mission president david E
sorensen working through his attorney david west
is to purchase the mclellinmcclellinMcLellin collection if someone
can authenticate it steve christensen is chosen to do
this

6 oct A one third interest in a betsy ross letter sold to
wilford cardon

7 oct radio shack outlet in cottonwood mall sells to
M hansen a battery holder and a mercury switch

I111I1 oct hofmann offers to sell president hinckley a kinder-
hook plate and josephs translation of it the offer is
declined
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13 oct hofmann tries to sell papyrus supposedly facsimile 2
for 100000 by now Hofhofmannshermannshoffmannsmanns debts are at least

1300000

15 oct steven christensen and kathleen sheets killed by
bombs police warn ashworth that he may be on the
same hit list As the ashworthsAshworths hurriedly go into hiding
their son is involved in a tragic accident that proves fatal

16 oct hofmann injured by bomb in his car some speculate
that the bomb was intended for brent ashworth or
christensensChristensens attorney

16 oct police identify hofmann as suspect in christensen and
sheets murders motive linked to dealing in fraudulent
documents police with search warrant go through
hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns house find a green high school lettermanslettermannlettermans
jacket and in a locked basement room books and
manuscripts and note cards containing words from the
book of mormon

19 oct church announces harris letter was given to FBI to
authenticate the FBI tests did not indicate forgery
second search of hofmann home conducted

21 oct elder hugh pinnock releases details of his role in
obtaining a loan for hofmann

23 oct in a news conference elders hinckley oaks and
pinnock give details about their contacts with hofmann

25 oct elder pinnock repays Hofhofmannmannss loan to first interstate
bank

30 oct information from rendell says papyrus hofmann tried
to peddle was from him not part of any mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
collection

31 oct hofmann released from LDS hospital later in the day
he is charged with illegal possession of a machine gun
he pleads innocent and posts 50000 bail A daniel
boone letter 1775 is sold at a sothebys auction for
29000 the letter was a hofmann creation sothebys

later buys letter back
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nov grand jury hears from people who dealt with hofmann
no charges filed

13 nov hofmann takes a polygraph test

20 nov hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns attorney announces that hofmann passed
the polygraph test and thus did not kill sheets and
christensen

28 nov traughber papers in texas are found to contain some
mclellinmcclellinMc Lellin papers but are not the expected mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
collection

dec utah state supreme court rejects an appeal that would
have forced a nurse to reveal what she overheard
hofmann say in hospital

17 20 george throckmorton and william flynn begin their
dec investigation of historic documents at the LDS church

historical department they discover cracked ink on
documents that hofmann handled but they are not sure
what caused it

1986

7 20 jan second examination in LDS historical department by
throckmorton and flynn about this time the FBI lab in
washington DC reports that its tests had determined
that the harris 1830 letter was not a forgery neither
according to the FBI was the 1829 printing contract for
book of mormonmonnon

9 jan terri christensen delivers steven fred christensen jr
by cesareancesareences arean section it would have been steves thirty
second birthday

22 jan third examination by throckmorton and flynn joined
by al lyter exam conducted at utah state crime lab

4 feb prosecutors charge hofmann with two murder counts
twenty three counts of theft by deception and commu-
nications fraud involving among others the anthon
transcript harris letter and nonexistent mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
collection hofmann goes to salt lake county jail



book reviews 97

5 feb probable cause statement released listing hofmann
documents involved in fraud counts investigator
george throckmorton says none of documents des-
cribed are authentic

7 feb rendell says several hofmann documents are forgeries
but he is not sure about harris letter prominent LDS
historians with only media reports about case for fraud
to counter earlier reports showing authenticity main-
tain view that some of the documents are authentic

9 feb hofmann released on 250000 bail

I111I1 feb salt lake tribune quotes james R dibowski former
director of US postal crime lab in cincinnati con-
tending joseph smith 111IIIlii blessing document is genuine

april prosecutors examine forty witnesses to collect evidence
to build their case against hofmann

I1 april LDS church announces it is returning court documents
received from hofmann to hancock county illinois

4 april hofmann charged with four additional theft by decep-
tion counts

11II april george throckmorton examines a second copy of
oath of a freeman loaned to police by wilding he

says it is a fake printed from a negative made in salt
lake city

14 april preliminary hearing in the case of the state of utah v
mark W hofmann begins

18 april investigators show that hofmann used mike hansen
alias and that mike hansen bought bomb ingredients
and engraved plates used to print some documents sold
by hofmann

former LDS church archivist don schmidt testifies
that church took few steps to authenticate documents
from hofmann indicating that most documents
were examined solely on basis of their historical
contexts



98 BYU studies

19 april fourth examination of documents conducted in a labo-
ratory at throckmortonsThrockmortons home at this point 688 docu-
ments including 302 hofmann documents have been
examined sixty one of these are believed to have been
forged by hofmann

20 april LDS church announces that forty eight documents
were purchased or otherwise obtained from hofmann
the church paid hofmann 57100 for seven items
the other forty one were acquired by donation or
trade

23 april hofmann re injures his knee falling and fracturing the
kneecap hearing postponed until 5 may

may BYU studies special issue focuses on tests the harris
and smith letters had been subjected to and on issues
raised by the letters including treasure hunting in and
before joseph smiths time based on non hofmann
sources

3 may mormon history association annual meeting salt lake
city special session on early monmormonmonnonnon history papers
by ronald walker and alan taylor later published in
dialogue 19 winter 1986 at the same meetings
richard lloyd anderson makes a slide lecture presen-
tation on the joseph smith to hyrum smith revelation
letter may 1838 showing the problems with the
postmark

7 may william flynn investigator for arizona state crime
lab announces cracked ink proves harris letter and
other hofmann documents were forged

22 may hofmann bound over to utah third district court for
trial on charges ofmurder and fraud on 6 june he pleads
not guilty to all charges judges rule that hofmann
would face five separate trials thefirstthe first for murder
scheduled for 2 march 1987

24 may unanswered questions including how hofmann passed
polygraph test remain after preliminary hearings end
based on what public has been told many people still
reluctant to agree with prosecutions case
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summer roderick mcneil uses a scanning auger microscope to
fall examine the age of the ink on the documents hofmann

sold to the church he concludes that none were written
before 1970

16 oct church announces that a search of its archives and
first presidencysPresiden cys vault found no oliver cowdery
history

28 oct jerald tanner publishes tracking the white salaman-
der the story of mark hofmann murder and forged
mormon documents

26 nov david yocum the recently elected salt lake county
attorney removes prosecutor gary delia from the
hofmann case two weeks later delia resigns from the
county attorneys office

early defense attorney yengich and prosecutor stott begin
dec open discussions about a plea bargain

1987

7 jan plea bargain agreed to

7 8 jan stott and david biggs drive to yengichs home in salt
lake city hofmann confesses his crimes to them

22 jan yengich forces mark hofmann to confront his family
with his guilt

23 jan plea bargain announced hofmann pleads guilty to
two counts of second degree murder and two counts
of communication fraud involving the harris letter
and mclellinmcclellinMcLellin papers twenty six other counts dis-
missed and hofmann agrees to be interviewed
about the murders and documents he goes to the
utah state prison belief continues among some
historians that not all hofmann related documents
are forgeries

haebhfeb11 feb
27 may interviews conducted with hofmann in prison
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23 april at the invitation of the joseph fielding smith institute
for church history and the department of history BYU
george throckmorton discusses the hofmann forgeries
with historians and archivists at BYU for two hours

31 july county attorneys office releases 600 page transcript
of interviews its staff conducted with prisoner hof-
mann hofmann confessed that all the documents listed
on statement of probable cause were forged some
dissatisfaction is expressed in scholarly circles and in
the public with the incompleteness of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns con-
fessionsfessions

august D michael quinn early mormonism and the magic
world view published

6 aug BYU symposium on church history and recent
forgeries the concluding address by elder dallin
oaks published in the ensign 17 october 1987 63 69

4 sept deseret book company owned by the LDS church
announces the closing of its fine and rare book depart-
ment

1988

9 jan hofmann parole hearing citing his callous disregard
for human life and that the killings were done to cover
other criminal activities the parole board tells hof-
mann that he should spend the rest of his life in prison

march michael george interviews hofmann for about seven
hours hofmann claims to have forged documents with
at least eighty three different signatures when asked
how he felt about the people he murdered hofmann
responds 1 I dont feel anything for them my philoso-
phy is that theyre dead theyre not suffering I1 think
life is basically worthless they could have died just as
easily in a car accident I1 dont believe in god I1

dont believe in an afterlife they don t know theyre
dead see robert lindsey A gathering of saints
A true story of murder and deceit new york simon
and schuster 1988 378 italics in original
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april sillitoe and roberts salamander the story of the
mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george JJ throckmorton published in the summary to
his forensic analysis throckmorton concludes
during the one and one half year investigation into

the mark W hofmann documents more than 6000
documents reportedly dating from between 1792 and
1929 were examined of that total 443 documents came
from hofmann of these 268 or 60 percent were
found to be authentic mostly public court records and
other historically insignificant items another 68 docu-
ments or 15 percent could not be proven either genuine
or forged however 107 documents or 24 percent
were found to be forged 552

21 april the family of kathleen sheets awarded nearly two
million dollars in a court judgment against mark W
hofmann

august naifeh and smith the mormon murders A true story
of greed forgery deceit and death published

6 aug salt lake tribune reports that hofmann was plotting to
have members of the utah board of pardons killed

10 aug doralee olds hofmann files for divorce

19 aug LDS church releases official statement condemning
the mormon murders for its scurrilous descriptions
accusations and willful misrepresentations of the
actions and motives of the leaders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints

15 sept hofmann attempts suicide by way of a drug overdose
he is rushed to the university of utah health sciences
center

27 sept hofmann transferred to hospital at utah state prison

sept lindsey A gathering ofsaintsof saints A true story ofmurderof murder
and deceit published

I11 oct salt lake tribune announced that deseret book co had
filed a civil law suit in utahs third district court
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against wade lillywhite a key witness in the hofmann
forgery case lillywhite a former employee in deseret
book companyscompanasComp anys fine and rare book department in
salt lake city is accused of defrauding the bookstore of
236308 on 13 january 1989 lillywhite pleads guilty

to falsifying records and stealing rare books for his own
use and on 17 march 1989 was sentenced to ten years
probation and restitution totaling almost 229000

16 oct richard P lindsay managing director of public
communications for the LDS church tells deseret
news that the church plans to publish a complete list
of errors misquotesmisquotermisquotes and exaggerations in the mormon
murders

1989

16 feb salt lake tribune announces that the LDS church
public relations department is working on a full account
of the hofmann case rumors also circulate that a book
length history of the hofmann case is being researched
by members of the LDS church historical department



the mark hofmann case
A bibliographical guide

copies of most of the items referred to in this bibliography have been
gathered into MSS 1571 the mark W hofmann case collection
archives and manuscripts harold B lee library brigham young
university provo utah

1I histories of the hofmann case

A books and monographs

campbell harry fredrick hofmann mormon money
forgeries historical aspects salt lake city
privately printed 1988

lindsey robert A gathering of saints A true story of
murder and deceit new york simon and schuster
1988

naifeh steven and gregory white smith the mormon
murders A true story of greed forgery deceit
anddeathandany death new york weidenfeld and nicholson
1988

sillitoe linda and allenalienailen D roberts salamander the story
of the mormon forgery murders with a forensic
analysis by george JJ throckmorton salt lake city
signature books 1988

tanner jerald tracking the white salamander the story of
mark hofmann murder and forged mormon docu-
ments 3dad ed salt lake city utah lighthouse ministry
1987

B articleschaptersArticles Chapters

anderson richard lloyd the alvin smith story fact and
fiction ensign 17 august 1987 587258 72

Bbitton ron hofmann parole denied sunstone 12 january
1988 42
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borup mel hofmann case leaves unanswered
questions autograph collectors magazine may
june 1988 7

brigham young university studies 24 fall 1984 due to
delayed printing this issue appeared in may 1986

anderson richard lloyd the mature joseph
smith and treasure searching 489560489 560

hill marvin S money digging folklore and
the beginning of mormonism an inter-
pretive suggestion 47388473 88

jessee dean C new documents and mormon
beginnings 397428397 428

walker ronald W joseph smith the palmyra
seer 46172461 72

the persisting idea of american treasure
hunting 42959429 59

bushman richard treasure seeking then and now
sunstone I111I1 september 1987 565 6

carter mike hofmann was peddling dickensmanuscriptsdickens manuscripts
to several different investors salt lake tribune
18 november 1985 Bbl1

worthless forgeries no theyre hofmann originals
salt lake tribune I11 august 1987 Aal1 a4aa

Is hofmann behind threats to state pardons board
salt lake tribune 24 march 1988 a3aa

church releases statement 31 july 1987 on mark hof-
mann interviews ensign 17 october 1987 787978 79

dialogue A journal of mormon thought 19 winter 1986
the document diggers and their discoveries A

panel papers read at the mormon history association
annual meeting may 1986

bench curt document dealing A dealers
response 707670 76 bench did not partici-
pate on the original panel

howard richard P revisionist history and the
document diggers 656965 69

johnson jeffery 0 the damage done an
archivists view 526052 60

may cheryll L the context 444744 47
roberts alienallenailen D the hofmann case six

issues 475247 52

document dealer confesses ensign 17 april 1987 77
forgeries continue to create concern autograph collec-

tors magazine november december 1988
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flynn shannon P responses totheto the document diggers and
their discoveries MHA newsletter 63 october
1986 121 2 with reply by jeffrey johnson 3

hamilton on hofmann maine antique digest 15 june
1987 3aaa letter of charles hamilton

hedengren paul chaps 11 12 of in defense of faith
assessing arguments against latter day saint belief
provo bradford and wilson 1985 131 94 these

chapters discuss the letters of joseph smith to josiah
stowell 1825 lucy smith to mary pierce 1829 and
martin harris to william W phelps 1830

hewett david when collecting gets dangerous maine
antique digest 13 december 1985 27

Is the white salamander letter a fake many
dont think so maine antique digest 14 april
1986 101310 13

parts I11 and 2 of the mark hofmann story
maine antique digest 14 june july 1986 26a 331aI1 A
IC ac8c

update on the mark hofmann case maine antique
digest 14 november 1986 9aaa

the mark hofmann case new evidence of fake ameri-
cana surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15

march 1987 12a
mark hofmann confesses maine antique digest 15

may 1987 101310 13

forgers forgeries and fakes maine antique digest 15

november 1987 27d 36d review of tracking the
white salamander and selling hitler

hofmann pleads guilty many questions left
unanswered maine antique digest 15 november
1987 isa

mark hofmann A boy and his chemistry set gone
bad maine antique digest 15 november 1987
1ad1dD 7dad

what has hofmann faked maine antique digest 16

december 1988 25c
the hofmann case A chronology deseret news salt

lake city 31 july 1987 a6aa
how to detect a hofmann forgery manuscripts40wintermanuscripts 40 winter

1988
johnston jerry post hofmann days hard for rare book

dealers deseret news 13 march 1988 e4ea
jones robert A part I11 of the white salamander murders

losangelestimesmagazine29los angeles times magazine29Magazine29 march 19876123419876 1234
36

part 2 of the white salamander murders los angeles
times magazine 5 april 1987 141814 18 23 3838464746 47
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kimball edward L the artist and the forger han van
meegerenmeeverenMeegeren and mark hofmannhermannheimannholmann BYU studies 27 fall
1987 5145 14

larsen paul the chameleon and the salamander utah
holiday 14 december 1985 84 88

leonard J arrington responds this people 7 november
1986 383938 39

quinn D michael early mormonism and the magic world
view salt lake city signature books 1987

rendell kenneth the end of the mormon case but not of
the questions rendell review no 5 c october
1987 121 2

latter day taints art and auction october 1987 32-
42

latter day taints the mark hofmann case manu-
scripts 40 winter 1988 5145 14

the mormon bombing forgery and fraud case
rendell review no 3 nd

other peoples mail 30 years as a dealer in historical
letters and documents apnp npap march 1989 23-
26

roberts alienallenailen D brief summary of the hofmann case
MHA newsletter no 63 october 1986 353 5

the truth Is the most important thing the new
mormon history according to mark hofmann
dialogue 20 winter 1987 879687 96

roberts alienallenailen D and fred esplin when the dealings
done bombs and historical bombshellsBomb shells utah holi-
day 15 january 1986 4243424347495042 4343474947 495049 50 525852 58

russell william M ailenalienallenalien roberts on mark hofmannjohnhofmannHofmannJohnfohnjohn
whitmer historical association newsletter no 23
july 1988 232 3 account of robertss address at the

JWHA spring banquet independence missouri
9 april 1988

A scandal in america parts 1122 book collector london
36 winter 1987 44970449 70 and 37 spring 1988 9
28

sillitoe linda documents of death utah holiday 15

september 1986 525452 54 688068 80

the mormon documents day in court sunstone 10

november 1986 23 29 originally presented at the
sunstone theological symposium august 1986

the successful marketing of the holy grail dialogue
20 winter 1987 9710497 104

sillitoe linda and allenalienailen D roberts parts I11 and 2 of
salamander the story of the mormon forgery utah

holiday 17 february 1988 223722 37 59 and march
1988 344634 46
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smith robert F forgeries chap 7 ppap 9912499 124 and the
forger and his friends chap 8 ppap 12542125 42 in
oracles and talismansTalis mans forgery and pansophiapansophicPansophia

joseph smith jr as a renaissance magus unpub-
lished MS privately distributed 1987

spangler jerry media became part of the hofmann
story utah journalism review 7 october 1987 2ffaff

stalking the wild document an interview with lyn
jacobs sunstone 10 c march 1986 9199 19

tracy dawn hofmann fallout store deseret book co to
write off rare book section salt lake tribune
55novemberl987bl2november 1987 B 1 2

hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns forgeries are likely to have lasting import
on LDS history salt lake tribune 24 january 1987
a9aa

walton tom heres synopsis of LDS church releases
on hofmann daily herald provo 6 august 1987198733

11II interviews with and articles by mark hofmann

A articles by

finding the joseph smith document ensign 10 july
1980 73 anthon transcript

part I11 of the prophet for president TAMS journal 20
august 1980 15052150 52 official organ of the token and

medal society
behind the scenes the joseph smith 111IIIililii blessing

sunstone review 2 august 1982 1 676 7 includes
address hofmann gave at mormon history association
annual meeting with responses by richard P howard
and donald T schmidt

text of hofmann letter given to pardons board salt lake
tribune 30 january 1988 Bbl1 2

B interviews with

hunting for LDS documents an interview with mark
hofmann sunstone review 12 september 1982 16-
19 interviewed by peggy fletcher 17 september
1982
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making a buck off church history 7thath east press
september 1982 676 7 summary of an interview
conducted by jeffrey E keller

C the prison interviews

markmarkhofmannhofmann interviews transcripts supplements and exhibits
two volumes 537 ppap issued by the office of salt lake county
attorney interviews conducted at utah state prison between
11 february and 27 may 1987

1 index to selected topics in the prison interviews

a the forgeries

anthon transcript 313331335068456573 1331335065068506 8845645657456 57
articles of agreement moneydiggingmoneydigging 5012501 2
boone daniel letter 491
bridger notes 28893288 93
bullock thomas to brigham young 30911309 11

31316313 16
canadian copyright revelation 531
coins 409
dunham letter 387402387 402
grandin E B contract 37287372 87
harris M to W W phelps 243 39798397 98 432-

509
mclellinmcclellinMcLellin collection 51936519 36
money notes and scripts 175222175 222
oath of a freeman 23088230 88 3028302 8 31315313 15 363-

68
ross betsy letter 50914509 14

smith emma hymnal 22330223 30 306
smith joseph to emma smith 402
smith joseph to hyrum smith 214
smithjosephsmith joseph to Josiah stowell 75243245617524324561

36872368 72
smith joseph to lawrence sisters 10911109 11

smith joseph III111 blessing 13373133 73 297301297 301
30911309 11

smith lucy mack letter 243 320 33345333 45
white notes 17682176 82 32333323 33
whitmer to conrad 31723317 23 4111741117422411 1717422422
wilding group transactions 51418514 18
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b hofmann on hofmann

desire to change LDS history 1131411314130113 1414130130 133
148 150511505116566289426150 515116516566165 6666289426289 426

destroyed evidence 178192199201212 14

228248 4926249262288537288 537
diary 12324123 24
asaAs a forger methods techniques 647374786473 7478

84 868786 87 93 95 989998 99 100 106 113
11617116 17 12425124 25 12730127 30 132 134ff134h 146
15167151 67 170 173 176 189 200202200202206200 202202206206tog
21619216 19 222 229 232 235 25053250 53 256
260 262 26970269 70 28384283 84 300305300 305 310
313 31516315 16 31819318 19 322 32425324 25 328
33236332 36 34143341 43 346 35152351 52 356 358
36368363 68 379 38283382 83 385 389 39394393 94
397 40910409 10 414 416 41821418 21 42527425 27
4293043143744046047449049330431437440460474490493429
95 50810508 10 522 394 my best forgery
attempts are obviously in national type
material rather than church material 284
if I1 write a book you will learn a lot more

on himself 90 98989999 117 123 125 127 128
130 132 156 161 178 187 192 199
201f 248 262 284 387 392 407 408
41041041642142445447475410416421424454474416 421 424 454 47475474 75

on joseph smiths handwriting 347 371
methods of research 71 13444134 44 158 24851248 51

25758257 58 299 32425324 25 33839338 39 340 397
412412421224333545741242142122421 222243343335433 3535457457 508

motives 96 13334133 34 150 187 203 265 276
27933233437338788400402407279332334373387 88400402407
4124737441247374

personal lack of faith 11214816542527455112148165425 27455
sources 294 372 390 392392444447444 447

c selected references to miscellaneous topics

ashworth brent 317 321 33341333 41 344 399
401423

brigham young university library 125 a lab on
campus 2362362575923625725759257 59 28081280 81

dart john 45256452 56
flynn shannon 28182281 82 332 513
genealogical library LDS church 37475374 75
hamilton charles 3573574192335741941923419 23
historical department LDS church 417 418

434
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jacobs lyn 224 225 232232461469ff232461469461 469ffff 535
jessee dean 125 126 342 359 394 448

498
marquardt michael 29899487298 99487
metcalfe brent 422441422 441
oliver cowdery history 45354453 54

quinn michael 165
rendell kenneth 490ff
university of utah library 181 196 210

24424424724829394302304308319244247248293247 248 29394293 9494302304308319302 304 308 319
32627326 27 329 339 36970369 70 378 381 413
457

utah state archives 309
vault of the first presidency 453

2 law suit over the rights to

commission rejects claim by bookseller deseret
news 19 august 1988 Bbl1

perkins ken book dealer sam weller sues county
over hofmann transcripts salt lake tribune
4 august 1988 b3ba

III111ili reporters transcript of preliminary hearing state of utah plaintiff
vs mark hofmann defendant 12 volumes 2517 pages 14 april 1986-
13 may 198619861

A contents guide to examinations of states witnesses

vol 111414 april 1986

brucebrucelpassey8L passey 8 112
janet mcdermott 113 95
margene robbins 196 227
james gary sheets 227 45

vol 221515 april 1986

gary sheets 3 50
aaron teplick 50 136
nancy earl 137 45
jerry thompson 145 88
bradley robert christensen 188 238
kelly maria elliott 238 50
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vol 331616 april 1986

james bryant 3 31
jim bell 31 91
jerry andrew taylor 92 190

vol 4 17 april 1986

jerry taylor 3 27
jorgen olsen 28 34
jack smith 34 60
edward Q cannon 61 82
sonda gary 83 93
blanch leake 93 96
jim bell 97 99
scott L pratt 99 114
shannon patrick flynn 115 54
donald T schmidt 155 228

vol 5 18 april 1986

donald T schmidt 3 109
barbara zellner 109 26
ralph bailey 127 34
wilfred alan cardon 135 98
richard marks 198 217
glen rowe 218 32

vol 6 22 april 1986

glen rowe 3 30
alvin eugene rust 31 127
hugh pinnokpincokpinnok127127 96
richard forbes 197 207

vol 7 22 april 1986

steven G barnett 3 20
kenneth rendell 23 170
curt bench 171 228
lyn richard jacobs 228 81

vol 8 5 may 1986

gaylen rust 3 36
wade lillywhite 36 100
robert dale pitts 100 128
jack smith 129 42
jim bell 143143848
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vol 9 6 may 1986

thomas R wilding 3 86
francis magee 86 176
brent ashworth 176 232

vol 10 7 may 1986

william JJFflynnlynn 3 163

vol 11 12 may 1986

george throckmorton 3 206

vol 12 13 may 1986

jim bell 3 117

IV forgery symposium brigham young university 6 august 1987

A accounts of

carter mike lack of skepticism helped him charges
prosecutor salt lake tribune 7 august 1987 Bbl1 6

church history and recent forgeries symposium
BYU religious studies centercenternewsletter2newsletter 2 september
1987 131 3

conference asks questions while hofmann raises new
ones sunstone I111I1 july 1987 384138 41 this issue was
published in november 1987

gates chuck elder oaks says media unfairly targeted
LDS church deseret news 17 august 1987 Bbl1 3

harker brent the black and the white BYU today 41
october 1987 384638 46

the hofmann case daily universe BYU student news-
paper 11 august 198741987 4 series of articles

mormon official accuses media of church bashing in
bomb reports los angeles times 8 august 1987
pt 1lp30p 30

thompson jan historians pledge more scrutiny of
documents deseret news 7 august 1987 Bbl1 3

hofmann became a lying machine author declares
deseret news 6 august 1987 Bbl1 2 summary of
comments of alienallenailen D roberts

tracy dawn LDS church seen as just one of hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns
fraud victims salt lake tribune 7 august 1987 B 1

6
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walton tom hofmann wanted to destroy history faith
daily herald 7 august 1987 1 6

jessee explains story behind letter daily herald
7 august 1987 3

oaks denies coverup accusations daily herald
7 august 1987 1155

B talks at

howard richard P why were scholars misled what can
we leamlearn from this dialogue 21 summer 1988
14648146 48

oaks dallin H recent events involving church history and
forged documents ensign 17 october 198763691987631987 636963 69

V published reviews

A tanner jerald tracking the white salamander the story of
mark hofmann murder and forged mormon documents

hewett david maine antique digest 15 november 1987
360370

schindler harold salt lake tribune 15 february 1987 e2ea
review of 2dad ed

B sillitoe linda and alienallenailen D roberts salamander the story of
the mormon forgery murders with a forensic analysis by
george J throckmorton

alder douglas student review independent BYU student
newspaper 8 june 1988 14

blanchardbianchard mary dialogue 21 winter 1988 17071170 71
devimssjohnstandarddevilbiss john standard examinerexaminerogdenogden 10 april 1988
evans max S utah historical quarterly 56 summer 1988

294 96
hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16

december 1988 24c 26c
howard richard P saints herald 135 july 1988 16 see

response by linda sillitoe in saints herald september
1988 with rejoinder by howard 33 36

johnson jeffrey 0 dialogue 21 winter 1988 16970169 70
kent stevenlstevenaStevenL seattle times reprintreprintededinin theth dailyeDailydallydaliy universe

21 september 1988 1 3

launius roger D journal of the john whitmer historical
society 8 1988 2



114 BYU studies

limerick patricia nelson western historical quarterly 20
may 1989 217 18

midgley louis student review 8 june 1988 15 16
nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october

1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988
los angeles times book review 7 may 1989

pugsley sharon americana archivist 52 winter 1989
104 6

roberts kurt H dallas morning news 10 july 1988 20
salamander christian century 105 22 june 1988 614

schindler harold salt lake tribune 10 april 19819888 Eel1 3
somers wayne book source monthly 4 february 1989

9 13
spangler jerry deseretdeseretnewsnews 16 october 1988 e9ea
turner wallace new yorktimesyork times bookreviewbook review 31 july 1988

19
van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone 12 september

1988 404240 42
wadley carma deseretdeseretnewsnewsmews 22 may 1988 e4ea

C naifeh steven and gregory white smith the mormon
murders Atrue story of greed forgery deceit and death

braunagel don san diego tribune 30 september 1988
c3ca

bums rex rocky mountain news denver 30 october
1988 m29

deseretdeseretnewsnews 16 october 1988 Bbl1 2
devilbiss john standard examiner 28 august 1988 d4da
katzenbach john new york times book review 9 october

19882830198828 30
kent steven L seattle times reprinted in ththedailyeDailydallydaliy universe

21 september 1988 1 3

hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16
december 1988 24c 26c

like hofmann the authors made up stories ward says
deseretdeseretnewsnews 16 october 1988 b2ba see also article by
jan thompson in same issue plus other pieces

johnston david losangeleslos angelestimesAngele timessTimes book review 18 decem-
ber 1988 7 responded to by richard lindsey
managing director of public communications social
affairs department LDS church in ibid 22 january
19898

nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october
1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988

roberts kent H dallas morning news 10 july 1988
salm arthur 2 authors felt uncomfortable in utah san

diego tribune 30 september 1988 c3ca 12
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schindler harold salt lake tribune 11 september 1988
e2ea

spangler jerry deseretdeseretnewsnews 16 october 1988 e9ea
stuttaford genevieve publishers weekly 234 1 july 1988

64
van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone 12 september

1988 404240 42

D lindsay robert A gathering of saints A true story of mark
hofmann murder and forged mormon documents

goodman walter new york times 12 november 1988
hewett janna and david hewett maine antique digest 16

december 1988 24c 26c
johnson david los angeles times book review 18 decem-

ber 1988198877 responded to by richard lindsay in ibid
22 january 1989 8

katzenbach john new york times book review 9 october
198828 30

kent steven L seattle times reprinted in theDaily universe
21 september 1988 1 3

king florence san jose mercury news 18 september 1988
nelson bryce international herald tribune 13 october

1988 16 from washington post 9 october 1988
schindler harold saltlakesaltsait lake tribune I111I1 september 1988 e2ea
somers wayne book source monthly 4 february 1989 9-

13

spangler jerry deseretdeseretnewsnews 16 october 1988 e9ea
van atta dale and daryl gibson sunstone 12 september

1988 404240 42

VI the planned movies

anderson vern mormon murders maker expects
church cooperation salt lake tribune 29 january
1989 bab1bl3bla 3

brown peter A coming soon the mormon murders los
angeles times calendar section 18 september 1988

tales told out of church the rumblingscrumblingsRumblings over
mormon murders washington post 22 january

198919890167G 1 6 7
porter don studios moving ahead with plans for hofmann

bombings films standard examiner 30 september
1988 5dad

schindler harold miniseriesministriesMiniseries movie to tell hofmann tale
salt lake tribune 24 august 1919888 8 Ddl1
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VII the hofmann forgeries mormomormonn related

A published lists of hofmann documents

church acquired 48 documents from hofmann deseret
news church news section 20 april 1986

fraudulent documents from forger mark hofmann noted
ensign 17 october 1987 79 10 items noted

A list of alleged forgeries salt lake tribune 24 january
1987 al

scores of documents were really forgeries deseret
news 23 january 1987 21 items listed

throckmorton george J A forensic analysis of twenty
one hofmann documents in linda sillitoe and alienallenailen
D roberts salamander the story of the mormon
forgery murders 53152531 52

B the mormon related hofmann forgeries

1 the solomon spalding sidney rigdon land deed
19 january 1822

throckmorton salamander 54849548 49

2 1825 money digging agreement typescript with
J smith signature

throckmorton salamander 54243542 43

3 letter of joseph smith to josiah stowell 18 june 1825

throckmorton salamander 54243542 43

4 anthon transcript c 1828

knight hal utahn finds 1828 writing by prophet
deseret news church news section 3 may
1980341980 343 4

brigham janet original copy of gold plate
characters discovered ensign 10 june 1980
747674 76

bachman danel W A look at the newly discovered
joseph smith manuscript ensign 10 july
1980 697369 73

hofmann mark W finding the joseph smith
document ensign 10 july 1980 73
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bachman danel W sealed in a book preliminary
observations on the newly found anthon
transcript BYU studies 20 spring 1980
32145321 45

anthon transcript ensign 13 december 1983
34

ensign 17 october 1987 79
jessee dean C comp and ed the personal writings

of joseph smith salt lake city deseret book
co 19842232619842231984 22326223 26

throckmorton salamander 53839538 39

letter of peter whitmer and david whitmer to bithel todd
12 august 1828

throckmorton salamander 547

6 oliver cowdery holograph manuscripts of original MS of
book of mormon 1829 hel 142015121420 1512 parts of
mosiahmoslahmosiah2626726 7721721718217 18

ensign 13 october 1983 77
ensign 13 december 1983 373837 38
ensign 17 october 1987 79

7 letter of lucy mack smith to mary pierce 23 january
1829

lefevre L don early LDS document found
church of jesus christ of latter day saints
news release 23 august 1982 141 4

lucy M smith letter discovered deseret news
church news section 28 august 1982 3 14

raine george LDS church releases 1829 smith
letter salt lake tribune 24 august 1982 Bbl1
3

christians patrick lucy mack smith letter sparks
mormondom stir daily herald I11 september
198227

1829 lucy mack smith letter displayed ensign 12
october 1982 707370 73

jessee dean C lucy mack smiths 1829 letter to
mary smith pierce BYU studies 22 fall 1982
45565455 65

dickman diane brent ashworth this people 4
march 1983 39
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was the lucy mack smith letter delivered ensign
13 april 1983 787978 79

lucy mack smith letter ensign 13 december
1983 35

ensign 17 october 1987 79
throckmorton salamander 54041540 41

8 joseph smith signature in a first edition ofbook ofmormon

ensign 15 september 1985 777877 78
ensign 17 october 1987 79

9 E B grandin contract 17 august 1829

contract with E B grandin ensign 13 december
1983 41

ensign 17 october 1987 79
throckmorton salamander 54344543 44

10 letter of martin harris to W W phelps salamander
letter 23 october 1830

moroni or salamander salt lake citymessenger53city messenger 53
march 1984 141 4

christensen steven F letter from martin harris to
william W phelps dated october 23 1830
press release 7 march 1984

dart john mormonscormonsMormons ponder 1830 letter
altering los angeles times 25 august
1984 sec 2 ppap 4 5

embarrassing letters salt lake city messenger 54
september 1984 111211 12

the salamander letter salt lake city messenger 55
january 1985 1131 13

hart john L letter sheds light on religious era
deseret news church news section 28 april
198567198561985 676 7

moses moroni and the salamander foundationforfoundation jorfor
ancient research and mormon studies update
june 1985

salamandergateSalamandergate mormon church caught in magic
cover up salt lake city messenger 57 23june23 june
198511985 1 23

elder decries criticism of LDS leaders salt lake
tribune 18 august 1985 2bab

tracy dawn symposium examines smiths involve-
ment in magic salt lake tribune 24 august
1985 Bbl1 4
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shulthies val and jan thompson findings havent
altered LDS historians faith deseret news
24 august 1985 6bab

tracy dawn did smith use magic relics debate
continues salt lake tribune 25 august 1985
Bbl4bla1 4

church leaders overreactedoverreachedOverreacted to historical documents
sunstone editor says deseret news 25 august
198519852bab2b

LDS origin theories more compatablecombatableCompa table than
some say daily herald 26 august 1985 3

LDS church says letter poses no threat to story of
prophet daily herald 27 august 1985 7

wamerwarner cecelia the martin harris letter fact fic-
tion fate sunstone 10 january 1985 505150550 515 1

throckmorton salamander 544

11 letter of joseph smith to emma smith 6 march 1833

jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
27778277 78

12 emma smith hymnal 1835 last page tipped in

13 isaac galland promissory notes 1 11I I1 september 1837
14 december 1841

throckmorton salamander 555511

14 letter revelation of joseph smith to hyrum smith may
1838

anderson richard lloyd BYU studies 24 fall 1984
issued may 1986 50821508 21

jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
35859358 59

throckmorton salamander 550515505550 515 1

15 joseph smith 111IIIlii blessing 17 january 1844

prophets blessing of son given RLDS deseret
news church news section 21 march 1981 5
12

saints encouraged to respond appropriately to
joseph smith III111iliill blessing saints herald 128

15 april 1981 141 4
document found offathers blessing to joseph smith

III111illlii ensign I111I1 may 1981 1078107 8
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howard richard P the joseph smith 111IIIlii blessing
designation the story of the LDSRLDSLDS RLDS
exchange saints herald 128 1 may 1981
12 132313 23

events clarified sunstone 6 may june 1981 4
joseph smith 111IIIlii blessing document Is authentic

saints herald 128 1 august 19811981 101110 11

stathis steven W mormonism and the periodical
press A change Is underway dialogue 14
summer 1981 586158658 6611

quinn D michael joseph smith illsIIIsliisilis blessing and
the mormonsmonnonsmormans ofofutahutah johnjom whitmerhistoricalwhitmer historical
association journal 1 1981 122612 26 includes
responses by paul M edwards and richard P
howard 272927 29 quinns essay was reprinted in
dialogue 15 summer 1982 69 90

mormon history conference draws record crowd
sunstone review 2 june 1982 8108 10

hofmann mark and richard P howard behind
the scenes the joseph smith III111ili blessing
sunstone review 2 august 1982 1 676 7

jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
56566565 66

newell linda king and valeen tippetts avery
mormon enigma emma hale smith prophets
wife elect lady polygamysPolygamys foe garden
city NY doubleday 19841697019841691984 16970169 70

editorial saints herald 134 november 1987 3 4
howard richard under cloud of mark hofmann

saints herald 134 december 1987 151815 18
throckmorton salamander 53940539 40
howard richard P review of salamander in saints

herald 135 july 1988 16 corrects errors
regarding RLDS and joseph smith III111ili blessing

16 letter of joseph smith to maria lawrence and sarah
lawrence 23 june 1844

jessee dean C personal writings ofjosephofjoseph smith 598
throckmorton salamander 53638536 38

17 letter of joseph smith to jonathan dunham 27 june
1844

anderson richard lloyd joseph smiths prophecies
of martyrdom sidney B sperry symposium
26 january 1980 provo BYU press for the LDS
church educational system 1980 1 26
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jessee dean C personal writings of joseph smith
61618616 18

throckmorton salamander 54748547 48

18 william clayton latter day saints emigrants guide
1848 pages tipped in

hewett david new evidence of fake americana
surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15
february 1987 12a

19 handwritten white notes dated 1849

throckmorton salamander 540

20 spanish fork notes nd

rust alvin mormon and utah coin and currency
salt lake city rust rare coin co 1984 153

throckmorton salamander 54142541 42

21 deseret currency 1858

campbell harry fredrick hofmann mormon money
forgeries historical aspects salt lake city
privately printed 1988

throckmorton salamander 545

22 letter of thomas bullock to brigham young 27 january
1865

prison interviews 331010 1I1 created it to give validity to
the joseph smith 3rdard blessing

23 letter of martin harris to walter conrad 13 january
1873

church releases harris letters daily herald
5 october 1982 1

martin harris letter ensign 13 december 1983
444544 45

ensign 17 october 1987 79
1873 martin harris letter reaffirms book of mormon

testimony ensign 12 november 1982 979997 99

24 letter ofdavid whitmer to walter conrad 2 april 1873

ensign 17 october 1987 79
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25second25 second anointing blessing earliest known forgery
c 1912

throckmorton salamander 537

26 nathan harris book of common prayer with martin
harris poem

VIII the hofmann forgeries non mormon

1 the oath of a freeman nd 1638

the ultimate ephemera maine antique digest 13 june
1985 7aaa

mcdowell edwin gallery said to possess first
american imprint new york times 2 november
198511

hewitt david mark hofmann confesses maine antique
digest 15 may 1987

the history and importance of the oath of a
freeman maine antique digest 15 may 1987
12a 13a

throckmorton salamander 54647546 47
solia cohen lita and samuel pennington scout or

scoundrel has mark hofmann found the earliest
american printing maine antique digest 13
7 december 1985 26a

2 the oath of a freeman 2dad copy 1638

throckmorton salamander 549

3 daniel boone letter 1775

boone letter a forgery daily herald 16 august 1987
2

hewett david new evidence of fake americana
surfaces in utah maine antique digest 15
february 1987 12a includes a copy of the boone

letter
new york times 14 august 1987 sothebys auction house

buys back boone letter originally sold to them by
hofmann
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4 betsy ross letter 29 november 1807

throckmorton salmander 54546545 46

5 jim bridger promissory notes 1852

hewett david new evidence of fake americana surfaces
in utah maine antique digest 15 february 1987
12a

throckmorton salamander 54950549 50

6 call of the wild book plate and jack london signature
cc19031903

hewett david new evidence of fake americana surfaces
in utah maine antique digest 15 february 1987
12a

throckmorton salamander 550

IX the rumored documents

A oliver cowdery history

unnamed source announces valuable historical
document sunstone 10 july 1985 37

dart john mormonscormonsMormons deny papers exist that contradict
origins los angeles times 17 october 1986 sec 1

p 32
rumor concerning early oliver cowdery history refuted

by church researchers ensign 16 december 1986
717271 72

anderson richard lloyd the alvin smith story fact and
fiction ensign 17 august 1987 587258 72

B the william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin papers

fielding cecilia salt lake collector finds famous LDS
document daily herald 7 july 1985 5

collector says purchase Is part of book of abraham
daily universe 9 july 1985 2

collett rod papers hofmann may have were ofearly LDS
dissenter daily herald 18 october 1985 3 inter-
view with lyndon cook

carter mike expert claims to have sold hofmann 2
second century egyptian papyri salt lake tribune
25 october 1985 2aaa
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smith calvin N mclellinmcclellinMcLellin became enemy ofofjchurchchurch
deseretdeseretnewsnews church news section 27 october 1985
7

tracy dawn mclellinmcclellinMcLellin became bitter enemy of joseph
smith salt lake tribune 30 october 1985 B 1

location of letters mclellinmcclellinMcLellin wrote to joseph smith
a mystery salt lake tribune 28 november 1985 B 1

3
missing LDS documents in texas salt lake tribune

28 november 1985 al 2
LDS papers found in houston salt lake tribune
2 december 1985 Aal1 3

papers seem authentic expert says saltlakesaltsait lake tribune
3 december 1985 al 3

grand jury subpoenas traughber salt lake tribune
4 december 1985 al 3

mclellinmcclellinMcLellin a mormon news to Us descendants say
salt lake tribune 3 january 1986 Bbl1

appraiser publisher say mclellinmcclellinMcLellin collection Is authen-
tic salt lake tribune 26 july 1986 Bbl1 2

LDS statement addresses mclellinmcclellinMcLellin series salt lake
tribune 4 december 1985 al

mclellinmcclellinMcLellin expresses feelings in letter 14 august 1880
MS in new york public library deseret news
church news section 8 december 1985 6 10

heres context of LDS statement released in mclellinmcclellinMcLellin
situation daily herald 12 december 1985 17

mormonscormonsMormons cite interest in churchschurche foes documents
los angeles times 14 december 1985 sec 2 p 7

ensign 17 october 1987 79
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STANLEY B KIMBALL ed on the potters wheel the diaries
ofofheberheber C kimball salt lake city signature books and smith
research associates 1987 xxvixavi 224 ppap 599559.955995

reviewed by paul H peterson assistant professor of church history and doctrine
brigham young university

editor stan kimball perhaps unwittingly makes some pretty
strong claims about this newest edition of the diaries of heber C
kimball in some instances he declares they are the best and
occasionally the only contemporary account of the events they
chronicle ix without his writings he adds any under-
standing of early mormonism would be incomplete x

it may be that such assurances lead the reader to expect more
than heber C kimballsKimballs diaries can deliver most of the diaries
have been published previously more importantly like many
pioneers heber noted significant events but seldom analyzed or
reflected upon them in places the sparseness of comment leaves
little more than a fast paced itinerary the editor notes that heber
did not like to write I1 think that it is a fair assessment

but that is not to say that on the potters wheel is not
important or illuminating while it is a kind of hit and miss
potpourri it is also vintage heber C kimball recording events and
occurrences of divine import and bearing testimony to the lords
frequent intervention and watchful care in the dispensation of the
fullness of times and who better to edit and comment on the
legendary hebersaebers writings than scholar great great grandson
stanley B kimball a noted historian and author of an important
1981 biography about his illustrious forebear

heber C kimball produced four diaries between 1837 and
1847 with the exception of 1846 47 diaries that were written by
scribes peter 0 hansen and william clayton they are all repro-
duced here in general they deal with hebersaebers first and second
missions to england an eastern states mission a visit to eastern
cities and accounts of life and events in nauvoo just before and
after the prophets death all of the diaries contain helpful insights
and occasionally new information the later ones that describe the
concluding labors on the nauvoo temple and the transmission of
the endowment to the general church membership are especially
noteworthy

in addition to the diaries editor kimball has reproduced what
he calls a memorandum book along with two journal extracts from
the times and seasons that detail the zions camp march hebersaebers
call to the apostleship and the death of david W patten the
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memorandum section consists of fourteen memoranda dealing
with personal revelations heber received between 1852 and 1864
they chronicle his perceived deteriorating relationship with
brigham young or at least his growing sense that he had outlived
his ecclesiastical usefulness the churchschurche tenuous relationships
with the federal government domestic challenges with plural
wives and a bout with sickness included among these entries are
some predictions or prophecies heber made some of these were
fulfilled others were not realized

but more than any new information that one might find it
seems to me these diaries are important for two related reasons
they allow us to enter however briefly into an era and society
that was profoundly different from our own and they provide a
poignant attestation to and appreciation for what can only be
described as the incredible faith and devotion that seemed to
characterize that first generation of mormon leaders heber lived
in an age when things religious both moved and excited the
populace in a day without competitive attractions such as cable
television or sporting spectacles a confrontation between a
mormon missionary and a sectarian minister might attract hun-
dreds there was more concern with the otherworldly angels and
devils sin and salvation it was an age when an eleazer miller was
so full of the spirit he could burst out in a voice so loud he could
be heard for a mile and a half 181833 a day when the lords hand
was ubiquitous and divine implications were often read into seem-
ingly ordinary occurrences thus when a large looking glass fell in
the room of the first presidency of the seventy and shattered it was
thought by some to be symbolic of the seventies being scattered in
all the world 151599 seemingly it was a time when the veil between
heaven and earth was generally thin and occasionally transparent
perhaps the conviction that the savior would come within ones
lifetime made life more simple answers more obvious and bred a
stronger confidence that ones direction and goals were on target

journal entries reveal that heber almost on a regular basis
received guidance through dreams 1616689611011114168 96 110llolio 111illili 14 1 the
dreams took on myriad forms and images but in most instances
heber was able to arrive at a meaningful interpretation on a
semiregular basis he could obtain revelation by consulting with the
lord through a rod 6565859885 98 from the time of his conversion to
mormonism the lord was ever approachable and not too far away

perhaps however hebersaebers ability to get divine direction so
matter of factly was but a natural extension of his faith and abso-
lute trust in the lord 1I desire to kkanowkjnownow nothing but jesus and him
crusifiedcrucifiedCrusi fied for my trust is in thee 0 god 5 he wrote before he
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left for his first british mission on a later occasion he pleaded with
the lord to keep me in thy own care and leave not for I1 am not
anny thing of my self 76 aebershebers loyalty to the lord also
translated into loyalty to joseph and the twelve two days after
learning of josephs death he asked lord how can we part with our
dear br and pleaded 0 lord save the twelve 74

hebersaebers diaries teem with references indicating his love for
first wife vilate interestingly though plurally married he almost
always was referring to vilate when he wrote of my wife on one
occasion when she was sick he administered to her and noted soon
after that she had recovered in his mind her recovery could have
but one explanation the lord hurd 123

in his earlier biography and again here stan kimball notes
that heber felt a gradual alienation from the church he had served
so faithfully especially in the memorandum section can this
disappointment be seen but I1 wonder if his disappointments were
even more deeply rooted than his seeming inability to adapt to the
more moderate course the church was taking perhaps he was also
perplexed by the realization that the oft cursed enemies of god
remained yet to be crushed and that the saints still did not possess
the kind of power that heber envisioned they would have

to assist the reader editor kimball has provided an introduc-
tion a chronology three maps and introductory notes to each of the
chapters I1 found them all helpful he provides comparatively little
annotation in deference to the growing tendency to display neither
pedantry nor to expend undue time on insignificant events or
obscure persons xix for the historically literate the annotation
is sufficient for others it is not the annotation that does appear is
sensitive and accurate this book is another in the signature press
limited edition series and is attractively bound and printed in short
this is both a handsome and important volume and I1 would hope the
599559.955995 cost does not limit its readership
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ROGER D LAUNIUS joseph smith III111ili pragmatic prophet
urbana and chicago univeuniversityrsityrosity of illinois press 1988 xii 394 ppap
249524.952495

reviewed by william D russell chairperson division of social science
gracelandgravelandGraceland college lamoni iowa

with this excellent biography roger launius thirty five
years old has established himself as the foremost historian of the
RLDS church there are other RLDS historians who are better
known in the community of mormon historians for example
official church historian richard howard temple school presi-
dent paul edwards and longtime gracelandgravelandGraceland professor of church
history alma blair but launius twenty or more years younger
than each of these veteran church historians already has the most
impressive array of publications on the history of the restoration
movement of anyone in therldstheRLDS church

launiussLauniuss reputation was tarnished at first by his involvement
as coeditor with F mark mckiemanKiemanmckeemanMc of a flawed publication of
an early latter day saint history the book of john whitmer
but since then he has published four useful books zion s camp
expedition to missouri 1834218341 the kirtland temple A historical
narrative3 invisible saints A history of black americans in the
reorganized church 4 and the book under review here with the
last two books especially it is clear that he is currently the premier
RLDS historian

joseph smith 111IIIlii is a significant rewriting of launiussLauniuss
1982 dissertation louisiana state university he appears to have
read all of the available primary sources and the most important
secondary sources for understanding the life of joseph smith III111ili
1832 1914 the first president of the reorganized church he is

also familiar with the secular history of the period and relates it to
the story where appropriate he gives the reader good analyses
of both secular and ecclesiastical politics the endnotes are
exhaustive the work is well organized and the writing is very
readable

the first five chapters discuss young josephs early years in
nauvoo his rejection of brigham youngs leadership and his slow
drift toward acceptance of his call to lead the reorganization
the bulk of the book chapters 6136 13 deals with his leadership of the
church during his nearly fifty five years as its prophet and presi-
dent from 6 april 1860 until his death on 10 december 1914

it is a sympathetic biography while the critical reader might
wonder if the prophet always tried to do what was right and just xi
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launius nevertheless has written a very professional account
of smiths life it is clearly not faithful history the author does
not portray joseph III111ili as a prophet merely doing what god told
him to do building on alma blairsbeairs moderate mormonscormonsMormons essay
in the restoration movement5Movementmovements5 and on clare vlahos moderation

in the of smith III111 1166as a theological principle thought joseph
launius sees joseph 111IIIililii as a pragmatic prophet a man of
action conditioned by history and responding to events in light
of his background and temperament he tried to be faithful to
his fathers vision as he understood it but he moderated the
rough edges of mormonism and brought it closer to orthodox
protestantism 5

joseph tried to have good relations with the non mormon
community on the one hand and vindicate the honor of his father
on the other that was not an easy task since his father was not
exactly revered in the non mormon community but non
mormonscormons frequently praised young josephs rejection of polyg-
amy and his moderate religious stance not a dreamer or visionary
like his father young joseph was a man who by temperament
sought the middle of the road

his rejection of utah mormonism was natural in light of his
mothers hostility to brigham young and polygamy he rebuffed
the entreaties made by utahans to join the brighamitesBrighamites he also
rebuffed the attempts of other factions to enlist him in their cause
including the reorganization when they sent a couple of represen-
tatives to try to win him over he reduced one of the elders to tears
when he said firmly gentlemen I1 will talk with you on politics or
on any other subject but on religion I1 will not allow one word
spoken in my house 103 resolving that he would not join any
movement unless he felt divine guidance to do so he gradually
became convinced that he should accept the reorganizations call
for him to assume the presidency when he appeared at the amboy
illinois conference of the church on 6 april 1860 to accept the call
he stated 1I have come in obedience to a power not my own and
I1 shall be dictated by the power that sent me 117

the church that young joseph assumed leadership over had
not developed a clear theological position beyond its rejections of
polygamy and the conviction that the president of the church should
be a lineal descendant ofjoseph smith jr the churchschurche position on
mormon doctrines and practices such as the plurality of gods
priesthood eligibility for blacks baptism for the dead and other
temple rituals was not settled gradually a middle of the road
position between utah mormonism and orthodox protestantism
emerged the plurality of gods was rejected despite some support
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for it by some early reorganization leaders baptism for the dead
was left in limbo in the absence of a temple A revelation produced
by joseph in 1865 called for the ordination of blacks launius
points out that joseph was an antislavery republican in the 1850s
and remained faithful to that party throughout his life the book
of mormon and later revelations through the prophet were
accepted but the book of abraham did not attain canonical status
in the reorganization

while reorganitesreorganizes were united in their opposition to polyg-
amy they were not of one mind regarding the martyrs involvement
in it launius notes that high church leaders the ones most
knowledgeable about nauvoo knew that young josephs father
had practiced polygamy but joseph believed his father a good man
and also that a good man would not practice polygamy he had to
deny it As the older leaders who knew better died off young joseph
became more vigorous in his denials of his fathers involvement
gradually the church committed itself to this historical coverupcoverup

joseph had studied law in two law offices during the mid
1850s while he returned to farming rather than practice law the
author does not explain why his legal training appears to have
produced in him a legalistic approach to church leadership and
doctrine correct doctrine was what is contained in the scriptures
which he treated as law books

launius notes that the RLDS church was a movement of
dissenters 140 its early members were mormonsmonnonsmormans who chose not
to follow the main body of saints west this reviewer questions the
references to the main body who went to utah as simply one of the
factions ofofmormonismmormonism after the martyrdom 77 101 191 364

368.368 As smith gradually centralized power in the movement by
gaining control of the church press of the general conferences and
of the appointment of top officers by way of his revelations it is
not surprising that some opposition came from some of the earliest
leaders of the reorganization the greatest internal crisis came in
the late 1870s and 1880s when two apostles jason briggs and
zenos gurley jr opposed certain church doctrines as well as the
centralization of power in smiths hands the latter made it
difficult for them to be heard on their doctrinal views incidentally
briggs could be considered the founder of the reorganization his
claim of a revelatory experience in 1851 brought the new organi-
zation as it was first called into being he became the first
president of the quorum of apostles in 1853 90 seven years
before smith accepted the office of president he was in effect the
founder and first head of the reorganization even though he was
never its presidentprophetpresident prophet
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in an excellent chapter on this internal crisis launius again
builds on earlier work by alma blair and clare vlahos7 and pro-
duces an excellent account of the doctrinal and political struggle
that culminated in the removal of the two men from the twelve in
1885 and their withdrawal from the church entirely one year later

the church grew at a reasonable rate membership approxi
mately doubled each decade up to 23951 by 1890 the last figure
the author gives

while the book focuses mostly on josephs relationship to the
church launius does not neglect smiths family within a very few
years of josephs acceptance of the presidency of the church all
of his immediate family had joined the church except stepfather
lewis bidamon whose creed was 1I believe in one god who has
neither partners nor clerks 61

joseph smith 111IIIill had three wives and seventeen children
including three sons who became the next three presidents of the
RLDS church frederick israel and william wallace reorgan-
ized members hasten to note that joseph had one wife at a time and
that the first two wives preceded him in death scandal was not
averted entirely however when first wife emmeline died in 1869
housekeeper bertha madison stayed on to help with family chores
gossip circulated it only gradually died out when joseph married
bertha madison five and one half months after emmelinesEmmelines death
joseph was 62 when bertha died in 1896 when he met ada clarkdarkoark
29 in toronto tongues wagged when they married three months
later joseph managed to sire three sons by ada when he was 66666868
and 75 years old respectively

in the final chapter launius discusses how joseph addressed
the question of who would succeed him he was high on the
flamboyant R C evans of toronto whom he called into the first
presidency but he wanted his eldest son frederick to succeed
him at first fred M did not show a lot of interest finally joseph
brought his son into the first presidency and it was not long before
a revelation indicated that fred M was to succeed his father evans
gradually defected from the church and published why I1 left the
latter day saint church in 1918

in the epilogue launius relates joseph III111ili to max webers
three types of leadership the legal traditional and the charismatic
or prophetic the charismatic founders of a movement are usually
succeeded by charismaticnoncharismaticnon leaders who lead more in the legal or
traditional mode this seems to be necessary if the movement is to
survive joseph smith 111IIIlillii fits this analysis launius doesntdoesnt discuss
brigham young but the same conclusion would likely hold with
him as well the question I1 have is whether it is then legitimate to
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call a charismaticnoncharismaticnon leader like joseph smith 111IIIill a prophet I1 found
little in the life of this moderate pragmatist which suggests that he
was a prophet in either the old testament sense or in the weberian
theory smith was a pragmatic church administrator who happened
to be called a prophet by his followers his administrative position
was strengthened by the fact that when he felt strongly enough
about an issue he could promulgate his policy preference or his
choice of personnel for high callings in the church in the form of a
revelation with such authority he was certain to carry the day

NOTES

independence mo herald house 1980 see grant mcmurraysMcMurrays review in the john whitmer
historical association journal I11 1981 60 616 1

independence mo herald house 1984
independence mo herald house 1986
independence41ndependence mo herald house 1988
lawrence kans coronado press 1973

6johnvoiwajohn whitmer historical association journal 1 1981 3 11

see alma blair the tradition of dissent jason W briggs restoration studies I1I1
ed maurice L draper independence mo herald house 1980 146 61 and clare vlahos the
challenge to centralized power zenos H gurley jr and the prophetic office courage A journal of
historyhistorythoughtthought and action I11 march 1971 141 58
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