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a task might well take precedence over (though, realistically, 1t
is not likely to replace) the breeding and brooding of infighters
which often proceed under the name of scholarship.

Here, in short, is a man of superb erudition in our Greco-
Roman heritage and, though few of his reviewers seem to have
noticed, not a little expertise in world religions. He has much to
teach both Mormons and non-Mormons about the similarities
and differences of their religious faiths. That leads to a final
footnote for the easily intimidated. Philosophy and theology
are languages, hard enough to read and harder still to speak.
But it is a great mistake to suppose that only a few specialists
do so and that the rest of us are in a different world. All of
us, however amateurish may be our professions, are making
our decisions and living our lives under the meaning-frame-
works to which philosophers have given technical names. Rarely
do we sit down to analyze where these frameworks lead in their
bearings, implications and applications. Some say “Well, let
the world learn oxr outlook through oxr language.” But we
don’t know what they are hearing and therefore don’t really
know what we are saying until we understand both languages.
There is no dearth of spokesmen for Mormonism, but there
is a dearth of those who can speak on the very boundaries and
peripheries where this kind of communication breaks down.
McMurrin has put himself there, and there i1s where he is ap-
parently highly motivated to stay. To say we don’t care about
the cultivation of this unusual language 1s to say we don’t care
about communuicating, but that is to say we don’t care about
people. And how can any Mormon, any genuine Mormon, say

that?

Spencer J. Palmer, editor. The New Religions of Korea.
(Transactions of the Korean Branch, Royal Asiatic Society,
Vol. XLIII) Seoul, 1967. pp. 211.

(Reviewed by Paul Hyer, professor of history at Brigham
Young University. Dr. Hyer has been a researcher on China
and Mongolia in Taiwan and Japan. He has published in
Zeitschrift fur Geopolitik, China Quarterly, Mongolian So-
ciety Bulletin, and BYU Studies.)

This is a pioneer work on an important aspect of modern
Korean history and gives new insights into the nation’s social
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institutions, national character, and intellectual development
as well as religious life. It 1s a composite of writings by three
Koreans and two Americans, each of them well prepared by
academic discipline and first-hand experience in Korea to write
on modern or contemporary religious phenomenon there. Pro-
fessors Chot Syn-duk and Choi Jai-sok, who write on the
Tong-1l movement and the Sindonae religious community re-
spectively, are both sociologists; Professor Felix Moos, writing
on the nationalistic Ch’ondogyo sect, 1s an anthropologist; and
Professor Lee Kang-o, who analyzed the Jingsan-gyu sect, has
a background in philosophy and folklore. Professor Spencer
Palmer, the editor, fittingly, is a historian with broad perspec-
tive, long residence in Korea, and research and publications in
the area of Korean religious and philosophical development.
Besides bringing the essays together, he has written an excel-
lent introduction coordinating the individual studies and placing
them in proper context. The studies are especially impressive
because of the insights given into such areas as the nature of
religious syncretism 1n Korea; the direction which new religious
developments take in Korea with the disintegration of tradi-
tional society and religions; Korean nativistic or revitalization
surges In response to the impact of modernization and the
relationship of religion to society, politics, nationalism, and so
forth. In discussing Korea's new religions, the authors find a
number of common tendencies, like claims to divine revelation,
visions, or some less concrete inspiration, in their origin. The
new sects usually claim miraculous powers of healing and are
close to the common people with their hopes, fears, and chang-
ing attitudes. They are usually concerned with meeting man'’s
physical and material needs here and now, but geographical
and family considerations are less important than traditionally.

Professor Moos gives insight into how the new religions
innovate and provide an indigenous Korean source through
which Western influence may be filtered to provide cultural
revitalization. The extensive cataloging of the many branches
of Jingsan-gyo, their historical development, ritual, and doc-
trines in great depth by Lee Kang-o is very impressive. The
critical, objective approach of Cho1 Jai-sok and his application
of the latest sociological techniques to a study of an important
religious community in Sindonae are most commendable, par-
ticularly the interview and questionnaire approach with a sta-
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tistical quantification of data. One of the most interesting es-
says 1s that of Benjamin Weems, who has a career in govern-
ment to draw upon. His emphasis is on politics and national-
ism as they relate to the important Ch’ondogyo cult. The main
criticism of this essay is its brevity compared to the other
studies. Choi Syn-duk’s study of the Tong-il movement is a
well-organized summary. The source of information 1s not
clear, but the summary seems to draw on firsthand knowledge
from when Professor Choi was earlier a member of the move-
ment. This volume has demonstrated a large, fertile and almost
untouched field of study in contemporary Korea which
furnishes a challenge to all fields of the social sciences.

The challenge of the Korean scholars conveying their
thoughts in English has been well met, but there are more
than the average number of typographical errors in printing. It
seems to this reviewer that it would have been well in a publica-
tion of this sort to include a theoretical discussion from the
point of view of anthropology or the sociology of religion which
would give a framework or basis for added insight into the
religious phenomena presented. References to revitalization,
anomic, nativistic, and other such behavior or activity are ap-
parent, but the conceptual scheme 1s lacking.

Hyrum L. Andrus. Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of
Great Price. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1967.

522 pp. $4.95.

(Reviewed by Ellis T. Rasmussen, associate professor of Old
Testament languages and literature at Brigham Young Uni-
versity. Dr. Rasmussen is the author of Patriarchs of the Old
Testament (1964) and An Introduction to the Old T estament
and Its Teachings, A Syllabus, Pt. I, 1966; Pt. 11, 1967.)

Hyrum L. Andrus himself says, "It requires experience for
man to comprehend any given state of existence.”* This 1s cer-
tainly true. To comprehend some of the facets and functions
of many institutions of heaven and earth with which his com-
mentary deals, one would need a background of a broad
variety of experience, spiritually and intellectually. Dr. Andrus
has done well with all resources and experience at his com-

'P. 267 of the book reviewed. All reference notes are to page numbers in
Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great Price unless otherwise identified.



