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About the Brigham Young University  
New Testament Commentary Series

Welcome to the BYU New Testament Commentary, a project by a group 
of Latter-day Saint specialists o¯ering to readers a careful, new look at the 
biblical records that witness the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and the £rst 
generation of his church.  e commentary series seeks to make the New Tes-
tament more accessible to Latter-day Saint general readers and scholars by 
employing much of current biblical scholarship while re°ecting important 
LDS insights. At the same time, this e¯ort may also be helpful to interested 
readers of other faiths who want to learn how a group of Latter- day Saint 
scholars understands the Bible. A fundamental article of faith for Latter-  day 
Saints (Mormons) a±rms the Bible “to be the word of God” while adding, 
understandably, that it needs to be “translated correctly” in order for it to be 
accurately comprehendible to modern language speakers. 

 ese objectives have helped shape the purposes and parameters of this 
commentary series. Serious LDS readers of the Bible search the scriptures, 
looking for depth and breadth in passages whose meanings and mandates 
may ultimately be plain but not shallow. Such readers and interpreters are 
served by treatments that unite faith and research, reason and revelation, 
in prayer fully confronting profound and di±cult issues that arise in the 
texts and a¯ect one’s path of progression.  e New Testament has served 
as an in°uential guide to western civilization for centuries. As such, its 
records have long been studied by lay people and scholars alike, resulting 
in a rich reservoir of information that illuminates the New Testament era 
culturally, historically, and linguistically. Selectively, the BYUNTC builds 
upon this vast body of knowledge, resting on the Greek texts of the New 
Testament and connecting helpful elements of linguistic, literary, histori-
cal, and cultural research and traditional scholarship together with LDS 
scriptures and doctrinal perspectives.  e combination of all these features 
distinguishes the BYUNTC from other commentaries, which are readily 
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available elsewhere and which readers may also want to consult for more 
encyclopedic or specialized discussions.

 e tone of the BYUNTC aims to be informative rather than hortatory, 
and suggestive rather than de£nitive in its interpretation.  e opinions 
expressed in this series are the views of its contributors and should not nec-
essarily be attributed to  e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 
Brigham Young University, where many of those involved here are head-
quartered; or anyone else, though these works have bene£tted from input 
and guidance from a number of colleagues, advisors, editors, and peer 
reviewers.

Each volume in this series sets in two parallel columns the King James 
Version (KJV) and a new working translation of the New Testament. Call-
ing this a new “rendition” clari£es that it does not seek to replace the autho-
rized KJV adopted by the LDS Church as its o±cial English text. Rather, it 
aims to enhance readers’ understanding conceptually and spiritually by 
rendering the Greek texts into modern English with LDS sensitivities in 
mind. Comparing and explaining the New Rendition in light of the KJV 
then serves as one important purpose for each volume’s notes, comments, 
analyses, and summaries.  is e¯ort responds in modest ways to the desire 
President J. Reuben Clark Jr. expressed in his diary in 1956, that someday 

“quali£ed scholars [would provide] . . . a translation of the New Testament 
that will give us an accurate translation that shall be pregnant with the 
great principles of the Restored Gospel.”

Depending on their personal skills and interests, the authors of these vol-
umes approach their scholarly sources and LDS materials di¯erently, but 
always with careful exposition and engaging perspectives. In several ways, they 
employ various interpretive tools, including semantic considerations of Greek 
vocabulary; cultural, historical, critical, literary, and structural analyses; and 
intertextual comparisons with other biblical passages, the Book of Mormon, 
and other scriptural works including the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible. 
Observations are also pro¯ered about the doctrinal and spiritual reception of 
New Testament teachings and practices in the broad LDS religious tradition.

 e format also varies moderately from volume to volume regarding 
introductory materials and the style of commentary.  roughout, Greek 
and Hebrew terms appear in transliterated form in conformity with stan-
dards adopted by the Society of Biblical Literature. In some cases, a volume 
reproduces the Greek New Testament text, based on the Greek text pub-
lished by the Society of Biblical Literature (2010) or draws upon the twenty-
eighth edition of the Nestle-Aland text in Novum Testamentum Graece (2012).
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King James Translation

39 And when they had performed all 
things according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nazareth. 40 And the child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, £lled with wis-
dom: and the grace of God was upon him.

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem a�er the cus-
tom of the feast. 43 And when they had 
ful£lled the days, as they returned, the 
child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; 

As with Simeon, Anna’s praise arises within sacred precincts, linking 
the unfolding story of the Christ child more tightly to holiness. Her praise, 
too, rounds o¯ the sense of promise and ful£llment that weave their way 
through the songs of Mary and Zacharias and the angels. Further, her sta-
tus as a respected woman elevates the unfurling events, conferring on them 
a dignity and a feminine quality that they otherwise lack.

Anna’s name brings us back to the question of whether the story of Han-
nah in°uences Luke’s narrative. Even if it does, this does not mean that we 
should see Anna as £ctional, as a mere symbol. Even if much in Luke’s nar-
rative here links back to Hannah and her son Samuel, it is plain that Anna 
is a real person who comes by inspiration to where Joseph and Mary are. 
 at said, summarizing statements about Jesus seem to tie to similar obser-
vations written about Samuel (see 1 Sam. 2:19, 26; 3:19).  e statements 
about Jesus read: “the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, £lled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him” (2:40) and “Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (2:52). As an addi-
tional piece, Mary’s song as she enters the home of Elisabeth resembles 
that of Hannah (see 1 Sam. 2:1–10; Luke 1:46–55). And, of course, both 
Samuel and Jesus come as children of promise, dedicated to God.

THE YOUTHFUL JESUS IN THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE  
(2:39–52) 
(Compare Matt. 2:22–23)

New Rendition

39 And when they had £nished every-
thing according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee into Nazareth, 
their city. 40 And the child grew and was 
strengthened, being £lled with wisdom, 
and the favor of God was upon him.

41 And his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year for the festival of the Pass-
over. 42 And when he was twelve years 
old, having gone up according to the 
custom of the festival, 43 when the days 
were £nished, while they were return-
ing, the child Jesus remained behind 
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in Jerusalem. And his parents did not 
know about it. 44 Rather, supposing 
him to be in the group, they went a day’s 
journey and looked for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances.

45 And when they did not £nd him, 
they returned to Jerusalem to look 
for him. 46 And a�er three days, they 
found him in the temple sitting in the 
middle of the teachers, both listening 
to them and querying them. 47 And all 
who listened to him were amazed at his 
intelligence and his answers.

48 And when they saw him, they 
were shocked. And his mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you behaved like 
this toward us? Look, your father and I 
have anxiously looked for you.” 49 And 
he said to them, “Why were you look-
ing for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in the things of my Father?” 
50 But they did not understand the say-
ing which he spoke to them.

51 And he went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was obedi-
ent to them. And his mother kept all 
these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus 
excelled in wisdom, stature, and favor 
with God and men.

and Joseph and his mother knew not of 
it. 44 But they, supposing him to have 
been in the company, went a day’s jour-
ney; and they sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not, 
they turned back again to Jerusalem, 
seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, 
that a�er three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking 
them questions. 47 And all that heard 
him were astonished at his understand-
ing and answers.

48 And when they saw him, they 
were amazed: and his mother said unto 
him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
us? behold, thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business? 50 And they understood not 
the saying which he spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them, 
and came to Nazareth, and was sub-
ject unto them: but his mother kept all 
these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.

Notes

2:40 the child grew, . . . and the grace of God was upon him:  is state-
ment recalls similar statements about the young Samuel: “Samuel grew, 
and the Lord was with him” (1 Sam. 3:19; also 2:21, 26). In the cases of 
Samuel and Jesus, the scriptural record a±rms each child’s high status 
before the Lord. In this connection, the Joseph Smith Translation adds 
signi£cant content to Matthew’s account of the maturing of Jesus, under-
lining his physical strength and tying him explicitly both to the in°uences 
of his home and to his divine mission: “And it came to pass that Jesus grew 
up with his brethren, and waxed strong, and waited upon the Lord for the 
time of his ministry to come. And he served under his father, and he spake 
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not as other men, neither could he be taught; for he needed not that any 
man should teach him. And a�er many years, the hour of his ministry drew 
nigh” ( JST Matt. 3:24–26).

2:41 parents went to Jerusalem every year:  e verb (Greek poreuomai) 
stands in the imperfect tense, indicating customary, repeated action.79 Is 
Joseph the main participant in these annual trips because Mary is still in her 
childbearing years and will, under most circumstances, have to take care 
of small children at home? We cannot be certain. Women, of course, are 
allowed an exemption not to attend feasts at the temple, and that will be 
the case especially during childbearing years.80 Even so, as a woman she is 
expected to attend the Passover celebration if she is able.81 Hannah exercises 
a right not to attend because of the situation with the infant Samuel (see 
1 Sam. 1:21–23). In Mary’s case, during this year she evidently is not pregnant. 
Whatever her situation is with her other children, she plainly feels a need to 
accompany her son and introduce him to the sacred character of the temple 
and its celebrations. Luke’s statement, of course, £ts with his interest in the 
obedient character of the major players in the account (see the Note on 2:22).

the feast of the passover: In that era, as now, the Passover falls in the 
springtime. Since Jesus’ birth occurs at the same time of year (see the Note 
on 2:8), he must have just reached his birthday.

2:42 when he was twelve years old: Much is made of Jesus’ age. Accord-
ing to the Mishnah, the second-century composition of Jewish law, a child 
is not obliged to attend the three main feasts that adult males are to attend 
(Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles).82 Judah ben Tema, a second-century 
rabbinic teacher, holds that at £ve, a boy is ready for instruction in scrip-
ture; at ten, for instruction in the law; and “at thirteen for [the ful£lling 
of ] the commandments,” thus becoming a responsible member of society.83 
However, a young man “twelve years old and one day” becomes respon-
sible for his vows, indicating that he has reached an age at which his words 
mean something.84 Importantly, the bar mitzvah rite does not become reg-
ularized for Jewish life until the £�eenth century (see the Note on 18:21).85

79. BAGD, 698–99; Blass and Debrunner, Greek Grammar, §§325, 327.
80. Mishnah Hagigah 1:1, which responds to the commands that men attend (see Deut. 

16:16; Ex. 34:23; also 23:14–15); Fitzmyer, Luke, 1:440.
81. Chaim Richman, �e Holy Temple of Jerusalem ( Jerusalem:  e Temple Institute 

and Carta, 1997), 74.
82. Mishnah Hagigah 1:1. 
83. Mishnah Pirke Aboth 5:21.
84. Mishnah Niddah 5:6.
85. Fitzmyer, Luke, 2:1200.
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they went up to Jerusalem a�er the custom of the feast: Based on a 
date recorded for the beginning of the puri£cation by Diaspora Jews for 
Passover—“eighth of the month of Xanthicus,” which Josephus holds else-
where to be directly equivalent to the Jewish month of Nissan86—he evi-
dently a±rms that pilgrims from the Diaspora arrive in Jerusalem at least a 
week early in order to purify themselves for the Passover which begins on 
the fourteenth of Nissan.87  e regulation rests on the view that territories 
outside the land of Israel are considered impure (see Josh. 22:19; Hosea 9:3; 
Amos 7:17).  is rule apparently extends to those of Galilee, whose popula-
tion includes Jews and Gentiles.  us, Galileans are required to take special 
steps in preparing for the festival, steps that local residents of Judea do not 
have to follow, because the outsiders come from an unclean land. Here 
we compare John 11:55 concerning people who travel from places outside 
of Judea: “many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the pass-
over, to purify themselves.” As a further illustration, gentile countries are 
considered to be among the “fathers of impurity” (Hebrew abot ha-tumah) 
in that they transmit a severe kind of impurity to individuals.88 Hence, we 
should not think of Jesus and his parents arriving on the eve of the seven-
day feast, but perhaps a week before. In fact, authorities set up ritual baths 
outside the gates of Jerusalem so that arriving pilgrims can bathe and enter 
the city in a state of ritual purity (see the Notes on 18:35; 19:29; 23:26). In 
later times, it becomes a burden to observe all Israelite laws in gentile lands 
and these rules are correspondingly eased (see the Notes on 10:10 and 
23:26).89 Signi£cantly, Joseph and Jesus will go to the temple to purchase 
a Passover lamb and perhaps, a�er entering the Court of Israel beyond the 
Nicanor Gate, see it slaughtered and listen to the grand Levite choir sing 
the Hallel songs of thanksgiving (see the Note on 22:8).90  is will be Jesus’ 
£rst experience with all these special parts of the celebration.

2:43 the child Jesus: Are we to think that “child” (Greek pais) describes a 
twelve-year-old (2:42)? According to Philo, the £rst-century Jewish savant 

86. Josephus, B.J. 6.5.3 (§290); Jack Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology
(Prince ton: Princeton University Press, 1964), 73.

87. Josephus, B.J. 1.11.6 (§229); Semah Cecil Hyman, “Pilgrimage,” in Berenbaum and 
Skolnik, Encyclopaedia Judaica, 16:154–55.

88. Hayes, “Purity and Impurity, Ritual,” 16:752–53.
89. Mishnah Yoma 3:3; Richman, Holy Temple of Jerusalem, 71; Ronny Reich, “Ritual 

Baths,” in Eric M. Meyers, ed., �e Oxford Encyclopedia of the Archaeology in the Near 
East, 5 vols. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), 4:430–31; on the need for such 
baths before Passover, see Hayes, “Purity and Impurity,” 16:753, 754.

90. Richman, Holy Temple of Jerusalem, 75, 78–79.
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living in Alexandria, Egypt, this Greek term applies to a youth between ages 
eight and fourteen.91  e expression could be rendered “the youth Jesus.”

Jesus tarried: Here is the £rst action verb that describes what Jesus does in 
his life.  e shi� in Luke’s focus at this point, moving from Mary and Joseph 
to Jesus, seems to say that, in the temple at age twelve, Jesus comes to stand at 
center stage, though he will not begin his ministry until age thirty (see 3:23).

Joseph and his mother: As with verse 33, the oldest texts of Luke read 
“his parents.”  e name Joseph comes into later manuscripts as a theologi-
cal attempt to a±rm that Joseph is not Jesus’ father.92

2:44 in the company: It is typical that pilgrims travel together for the 
sake of safety (see the Notes on 1:39; 10:30).  is group includes “kinsfolk 
and acquaintance” of Joseph and Mary. Further, it is traditional for poor 
pilgrims to travel on foot to and from festivals (see the Note on 24:17).93

a day’s journey:  e distance will likely take the travelers down to 
Jericho, a town that o¯ers accommodations and refreshment to travelers 
(see the Note on 19:5 for Zacchaeus as Jesus’ host in Jericho). Luke’s later 
account indicates that Jesus reaches Jerusalem in one day from Jericho, 
though it is largely uphill (see 19:28).

2:45 they turned back again to Jerusalem: If Mary and Joseph make 
their discovery of Jesus’ absence at the end of the travel day, as seems 
probable, then they must walk most of the night and reach Jerusalem by 
early morning. Starting their hunt by undertaking such a hard ascent from 
Jericho, followed by three days of wearying search, may help to explain 
the pique in Mary’s words, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us?” (2:48).

2:46 a�er three days: Is there any signi£cance to this length of time? It 
seems not.  e expression means “a�er three days” whereas Luke’s phrase 
which points to the resurrection is “on the third day” expressed by a dative 
of time94 (see 9:22; 13:32; 18:33; 24:7).

they found him in the temple:  e words indicate a thorough search. 
Most pilgrims, of course, will have already abandoned their lodging and 
camping sites.95  e term for “temple” (Greek hieron) refers to the larger 
temple complex (see 2:27; 18:10; 19:45),96 perhaps meaning that Mary and 

91. Philo, On the Creation of the World 105. 
92. Metzger, Textual Commentary, 135.
93. Jeremias, Jerusalem, 58–60.
94. Smyth, Greek Grammar, §§1447, 1539–42; Blass and Debrunner, Greek Grammar, 

§200.
95. Jeremias, Jerusalem, 60–62. 
96. BAGD, 373; TDNT, 3:232–33, 235.
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Joseph £nd Jesus and his hearers shaded under one of the long porches 
that run along the edges of the temple grounds.  e fact that Jesus is in the 
temple binds a sense of established sanctity to his words and actions.

in the midst:  is phrase also carries a sense of sanctity, as passages in 
the Old Testament and other scripture attest (see Isa. 12:6; Micah 5:13–14; 
3 Ne. 17:12, 24). Jesus is clearly in the middle of the gathering, and he is the 
holy one. He thus engenders sacred space from his person.97

hearing . . . asking . . . questions:  e import is that Jesus is the learner. 
But the Joseph Smith Translation changes the scene to accord with the next 
verse (“all that heard him”) so that it is Jesus who is the teacher, becom-
ing a Rabbi of sorts: “they were hearing him, and asking him questions” 
( JST 2:46).

2:47 all that heard him were astonished at his understanding: Although 
we might be tempted to see a link to the much later bar mitzvah ceremony 
in Luke’s description, that is not the case.98 Instead, Luke is telling us that 
Jesus, but a youth, is staking out his doctrinal ground among the learned of 
his day, an element that authorities will challenge during his ministry (see 
20:1–2).

2:48 they were amazed: Even though Mary and Joseph know some-
thing about Jesus’ destiny and have been watching him as he grows up in 
their home, the scene before them, as described by Luke in 2:46–47, aston-
ishes even them.  e Greek verb ekplēssō conveys a strong sense of surprise, 
as it does in 4:32; 9:43; and Acts 13:12.99

thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing:  e points are two. First, 
Mary wants to convey to her son that she and Joseph have been searching a 
long time and that they disapprove of Jesus’ apparent indi¯erence. Second, 
it appears that Luke casts Joseph as Jesus’ father, in contrast to the notion 
that he will not be born of a human father (see 1:35; the Notes on 2:33; 2:43; 
compare “his parents” at 2:41). It is possible that Luke does not always 
keep this re£nement in mind.

2:49 How is it that ye sought me?: Jesus’ reply must catch Mary and 
Joseph o¯ guard, especially because it comes from a twelve-year-old. But 
Jesus immediately so�ens the force of the question by noting that he is in 
the temple on his “Father’s business.”

97. Brown, Voices �om the Dust, 150–52.
98. Fitzmyer, Luke, 1:440.
99. BAGD, 243.
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about my Father’s business:  e expression is more abbreviated and 
less precise in the Greek text than it is in the King James rendition, present-
ing some ambiguity about the exact meaning of Jesus’ comment. Literally, 
we can translate it, “in the things of my Father,” conveying the idea that 
Jesus has now engaged himself in his Father’s a¯airs. Another possibility 
is “in my Father’s house,” pointing to where he has been spending the last 
three days.100

2:50 they understood not: Commentators have puzzled over this state-
ment, wondering how Mary and Joseph cannot grasp the signi£cance of 
what Jesus is doing in the temple, especially in light of the earlier heavenly 
communiqués they have received about him. But Luke’s notation may sim-
ply point to Jesus having enjoyed a normal childhood and is now stepping 
out of that mold and beginning to shoulder the divine responsibility that is 
his to li�.

2:51 went down with them . . . and was subject unto them: Luke’s report, 
though featuring Jesus’ £rst °ight of independence by remaining at Jerusa-
lem a�er the festival, signals the youth’s willing obedience to return home, 
honoring the earthly family order as the Greek verb hypotassō indicates 
(see the Note on 10:17).101 Moreover, the appearance of the pronoun “them” 
indicates his respect for Joseph as the father in the home. In a word, Jesus 
is not rebellious, not insolent, not angered when required to curb his God-
given abilities. On the contrary, he is willingly obedient to his parents, illus-
trating in his actions the need to honor father and mother (see the Notes on 
4:38; 18:20).102 On traveling downward from Jerusalem, see the Note on 2:4.

came to Nazareth:  e verb is singular (“he came to Nazareth”), as is 
the verb “went down,” pointing directly to Jesus. Here Luke consciously 
and £rmly shi�s the subject of his narrative from others to the Savior.

was subject unto them:  is statement, more than any other, underlines 
Jesus’ youthful attitude toward his parents, illustrating that he fully adapts 
himself to his earthly situation (see the Notes on 4:16 and 8:21).103 Further, 
the statement hints broadly at his attitude toward his society. Like his par-
ents, he is respectful of authority (see the Notes on 2:22–24).  e Joseph 
Smith Translation subtly adds ballast to this observation when introducing 
Jesus as a learner of a trade: “he served under his father” ( JST Matt. 3:25).

100. Marshall, Luke, 129.
101. BAGD, 855–56; TDNT, 8:43.
102. Balla, Child-Parent Relationship, 127–28.
103. TDNT, 8:43.
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his mother kept all these sayings in her heart: Of the growing treasure 
trove of experiences with her son, the incident at the temple must stand 
out in Mary’s mind as a de£ning moment and remain with her long a�er-
wards (Greek verb syntēreō).104 At last, the angel’s memorable words are 
being ful£lled, even though her son is just twelve years of age: “He shall 
be great, and . . . he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever” (1:32–33). 
Mary especially will be looking for signs of the approach of his grand mis-
sion. Signi£cantly, the event at the temple discloses his mission to be one 
of teaching, not of revolting or conquering.

heart: Along with other passages, the meaning of the Greek term kardia 
here has to do with the heart as the seat of a person’s understanding (see 
the Note on 2:19).105

2:52 increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 
man: Besides mirroring what is said about the youthful John (see 1:80), 
this assertion re°ects very clearly the statements about young Samuel: “the 
child Samuel grew before the Lord”; “the child Samuel grew on, and was 
in favour both with the Lord, and also with men”; and “Samuel grew, and 
the Lord was with him” (1 Sam. 2:21, 26; 3:19; comp. Judg. 13:24). Besides 
these obvious ties to the revered prophet and judge, a link to David also 
appears, expanding how we should understand the youthful Jesus: “David 
behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was with him” (1 Sam. 
18:14). Noting these connections allows us to see Jesus as both the inheritor 
of the ancient and respected prophetic and judicial mantle as well as the 
honored crown of Davidic royalty. Even in his youth, Jesus stands within 
the celebrated circle of prophets, judges, and kings.

Analysis

Although some commentators see the story of the youthful Jesus’ visit to 
the temple as an independent account that ties to little else that comes 
before or a�er it,106 in reality it stands as a connecting bridge between 
Luke’s £rst two chapters and what follows. First, the temple as the cen-
ter of divine activity holds the early reports together. Within the temple 
complex, the angel appears to Zacharias; the parents of the infant Jesus 
present him there; Simeon and Anna £nd him with the aid of the Spirit; 
and Simeon prophesies about the infant.  is account of the youthful Jesus 

104. BAGD, 800; TDNT, 8:151.
105. TDNT, 3:612.
106. Fitzmyer, Luke, 1:435–36. 
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continues and ties o¯ these temple-centered events. At the other end of the 
Gospel story, when Jesus comes to the temple as an adult, he is no stranger 
and, signi£cantly, exhibits unabashed ownership when he takes control of 
the grounds, rids the sacred precinct of those who have made it “a den of 
thieves,” and calls it “My house” (see 19:45–47).107

Second, the connections to the story of Hannah and her son Samuel per-
sist. As we have seen, this story £nds ties in Mary’s song (see 1:46–55); in 
Anna’s name; in the fact that Samuel’s father “went up out of his city yearly” 
to the sanctuary (1 Sam. 1:3) as does Joseph “every year” (2:41); and in the 
summary statements about John and Jesus, who both ful£ll Luke’s subtle 
message (see 1:80; 2:52). Moreover, a link to David surfaces in Luke’s words. 
In his own way, Luke is saying to his readers, “A prophet greater than Samuel 
has come among us” and “A king more noble than David has stood with us.” 
Later in the Gospel story, just as Samuel gives a king to his people (see 1 Sam. 
8:5–22), so Jesus gives a king to his people—himself (see 19:37–38).

 ird, the themes of seeking and £nding stand out as vivid threads through-
out these accounts. For example, Mary senses the implied command that she 
£nd her cousin Elisabeth, who will o¯er comfort and understanding to the 
young bride-to-be; the shepherds seek and then £nd the infant by following 
the unusual “sign” from the angel; Simeon and Anna £nd the child with the 
aid of the Spirit; and Mary and Joseph seek and then £nd Jesus teaching in 
the temple. Later, during his ministry, Jesus recites a series of parables about 
seeking and £nding, which include the parables of the lost sheep and the lost 
coin, as well as the prodigal son (see 15:3–32). Moreover, in a dark reversal, 
Judas £nds Jesus at Gethsemane (see 22:47–48). In the most important scene 
of this sort, those who go to £nd Jesus in the tomb are met by the words of an 
angel: “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen” 
(24:5–6). In this light, the one who £nds Jesus £nds salvation.

Most importantly, Luke’s story of Jesus in the temple brings the focus of 
his narrative fully onto this extraordinary youth. From this point on, Jesus 
is not the object of prophecy or adoration, but the subject of Luke’s report. 
In a few de� words, Luke characterizes Jesus’ ministry as one of teaching. 
 e earlier words of the angel to Mary, “He shall be great” and “he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob” (1:32–33), are open to wide interpretation. 
But this account tells readers how Jesus will accomplish this end, in the 
role of a teacher. As the disciples will later be stunned by Jesus’ revela-
tion that he will die (see 9:22; Mark 8:31), so Mary and Joseph must be 

107. Johnson, Luke, 60.
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surprised at seeing Jesus teach “the doctors” in the temple and then tie this 
activity to his “Father’s business.” It is no wonder that his mother, his clos-
est observer, “kept all these sayings in her heart.”

In narrating the return of Joseph and Mary to Nazareth, it does not mat-
ter whether Luke purposely passes over the story of the °ight to Egypt. 
Rather, we imagine that the many witnesses of the special events associ-
ated with the births of John and Jesus raise dark questions in the minds of 
some who hear, bringing a few to “seek the young child’s life” (Matt. 2:20). 
One of Luke’s points seems to be that, in returning to Nazareth, Mary and 
Joseph will be able to raise this special child far from the halls of power in 
Jerusalem, out of the gaze of hateful and in°uential eyes (see Matt. 2:19–23).108

We cannot leave chapter 2 without a comment on geography. On one 
level, we are reading a tale of three cities, Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jeru-
salem.  e emphasis on place arises with the mention of the three cities 
and what Jesus does there or what happens to him in such places. Naturally, 
Nazareth is the place of Jesus’ earthly origin (and that of his parents), of 
his nurture and that of his siblings, and of his rejection a�er he teaches in 
the local synagogue (see 4:16–30). Bethlehem, of course, is the prophesied 
place of Jesus’ birth (see Micah 5:2) and the place of Herod’s infanticide 
(see Matt. 2:16). Here birth and death emphasize one another by their jux-
taposition in time, though not in Luke’s Gospel because he does not refer 
to the reprehensible events in Bethlehem, only to Jesus’ birth.  e Jerusa-
lem connection is important. In e¯ect, all that has happened beforehand 
is con£rmed in visits to the city. For example, the family comes to Jerusa-
lem for Mary’s puri£cation following Jesus’ birth (see 2:22). While there, 
Simeon and Anna bear exalted testimony about the infant and his majestic 
importance (see 2:25–38). In a second scene, Jesus teaches in the temple 
(2:47; JST 2:46–47). Reversing this order (almost as chiasmus), Jesus will 
come the last time—signi£cantly, his mother will be in the city, as in the 
earlier instances—in order (1) to teach in the temple and (2) to redeem sin-
ners. Moreover, Jerusalem is the focused destination of Jesus’ journeying 
in the central part of the Gospel (see Luke 9:51, 53; 19:11, 28), for he knows 
that it is to be the place of his death (see 9:31; 13:33).

108. Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 110.
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women… 5, 397, 1094, 

1101, 1106
women and angels… 45, 

115, 1110
inheritance… 365, 614, 732, 

894, 902, 919
inn… 138, 537
innocence, of Jesus… 1055–

56, 1058, 1062, 1064, 
1067, 1070, 1085, 1093

Irenaeus… 117
Isaiah

call of… 393–94, 407, 434
prophecies by, of coming 

Messiah… 291, 839
prophecies by, of feast… 

676
prophecies by, of freeing/

teaching prisoners… 
254, 255

prophecies by, of John’s 
mission… 172, 182–85, 
186–87

prophecies by, of light to 
Gentiles… 254–55

prophecies by, of Savior’s 
birth… 111–12

prophecies by, of Savior’s 
death… 1053

prophecies by, of Su¯er-
ing Servant… 840

as prophet… 253–54
Servant Songs of… 173
writings of… 173–74

J
Jacob… 1112
Jairus… 428–430, 436
James… 278, 320, 436, 473, 

948
James (son of Alphaeus)… 

321, 325
Jeremiah… 178
Jericho… 840, 842, 847, 849
Jerusalem

destruction of… 191, 881–
85, 931, 937, 949–56

fate of… 681–83
as headquarters for mis-

sionary work… 1136–37, 
1139

redemption in/of… 158
as scene of Jesus’ third 

temptation… 228
signi£cance of… 169, 499, 

872
warning to inhabitants of… 

1073, 1075
Jesus Christ. See also coming 

one; Messiah
attends synagogue ser-

vices… 27, 65–66
begins ministry… 213
birth of… 81, 133–47
childhood and youth of… 

26–27, 46, 147–69, 889
commission of… 210–11
compassion of… 690
concern for and discourse 

on families… 7–15
connected to humanity… 

84, 172
connected to the divine… 

121
declares himself… 247, 

251–57
delivers souls from hell… 

569–70
divinity of… 291
Gentiles and… 32–34
identity of… 441–42, 

452–53, 459, 462–67
as judge… 314, 689, 819–20
lineage of… 84–85, 213–17
ministry of, in New 

World… 458–59

ministry of, to spirits of 
the dead… 30–32, 129, 
244–45, 254, 1102, 1120

mission of… 19, 464–67, 
465, 488–89, 837–41, 
879–80, 883, 1082

opinion of John of… 373–
74, 378–79

personality of… 27–28
relationship of, with 

Father… 208, 209, 
526–27, 528–29, 626

as shepherd… 727
teaches and is an example 

of living the gospel… 
15–18

teaches in the temple… 
165, 167, 888, 889–90, 
970

travels to and visits Jeru-
salem… 28–30, 46–47, 
496–501, 535, 541, 669, 
675, 681–83, 785–86, 
790, 836, 847, 871, 888–
89, 983, 987, 1056, 1073

virtue of… 25
witnesses’ descriptions 

of… 20–25
Jews, as di¯erent from 

Christians… 83
Joanna… 397, 399, 1110
Job… 654
Johannine thunderbolt… 519, 

525–27, 529
John… 278, 320, 436, 470, 

473, 493, 497–98
John the Baptist

angel’s prophecy of… 
99–100

authority of… 896, 897, 
899

birth of… 123–32
commission of… 179
era of… 759, 762
as forerunner… 373–74, 

378
Jesus’ opinion of… 356, 

373–74
legacy of… 301
meaning of name of… 88, 

124
ministry of… 171–211, 379
in prison… 201, 355–56, 

377
prophesies of the coming 

one… 198, 202, 203, 851
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prophesies of the end-
times… 174

sent disciples to Jesus… 
370–71, 377–78

taught how to pray… 551
youth of… 129

Jonah… 577
Jordan… 179–80, 203, 222
Joseph… 26, 137, 139–40, 154, 

159, 164, 213, 216, 248
Joseph of Arimathea… 152, 

1048, 1053, 1094, 1096–
97, 1098, 1100, 1101

Joseph Smith Translation… 
34–37

Josephus… 95
joy… 99, 336, 521, 525–30, 

530, 726, 855, 1141–42
Judas (brother of James)… 

322
Judas Iscariot… 322–23, 973–

74, 977–80, 1000–1002, 
1029–30, 1033–35

Judea… 950
judges… 42
judgment… 518, 577–78, 579, 

585, 590, 602, 645, 810, 
816, 820, 904

of those who reject Sav-
ior… 447

justi£cation… 757, 819

K
keys… 68–69, 480–81, 1126
kingdom

coming of… 792–93, 860, 
867

compared to house… 
671–72

entering… 805
of God… 334, 353, 470, 513, 

623, 701, 705
mothers of… 86
multiplicity of… 1006
parables of… 665–68
riches and… 35
of Satan… 226, 227, 566–67
of world… 226

kingship… 110, 1052, 1055, 
1080–81

knowledge… 596

L
lambs… 141, 146, 510, 981

Last Supper… 975, 989–1000
law

of Moses. See Mosaic law
obedience to… 1100
and the prophets… 758–

59, 762
respect for… 27, 83, 96, 

148, 150, 158–59, 286, 
618, 1101

lawfulness… 17, 63, 309, 314, 
316–17, 685, 689, 913

lawyers. See also scribes
asks about eternal life… 

532
asks about neighbors… 

534
identi£cation of… 591–92
identi£ed with opposi-

tion to Jesus… 375
Jesus’ vehemence when 

teaching… 550
woes against… 592–97, 

598–99
Lazarus (beggar)… 765–72
leadership… 637, 641–42
Leah… 118
leaven… 605, 666
lepers… 25, 283–287, 372, 

774, 786–90
Levi (son of Alphaeus)… 

295–299, 321, 325
life, a�er winter… 962
light… 84, 142, 581–85, 

1032–33
knowledge and… 409–11

Living One… 23, 920, 1104, 
1108

Lot… 797
Lot’s wife… 798
love

for enemies… 17, 338–42, 
353

for one’s neighbor… 533–34
for the Lord… 544–48
of God… 590
use of verb, in New Testa-

ment… 384
loyalty… 716
Luke

description of… 74–76
gathers eyewitness testi-

monies… 21–23
travels with Paul… 21–22, 

74, 364
understanding of topog-

raphy of… 76–80, 364

Luke, Gospel of
dating of… 72–74, 954–55
framework of… 45–47
as Greek historical writ-

ing… 92
major omissions in… 52, 

452, 466–67, 1113
omissions… 5–6
relationship of, to book of 

Acts… 51–52
relationship of, to other 

Gospels… 47–51, 52–61, 
86–87, 187, 201–2, 215–
16, 231, 234–35, 255–57, 
262, 287, 303, 318, 330, 
348–53, 350, 362, 388, 
392–93, 399, 410, 448–
49, 449, 452, 457–58, 
459, 485–86, 500, 529, 
555, 559, 562, 575, 580, 
585, 599, 612, 626–27, 
633–34, 649, 659, 668, 
677–78, 683, 706–7, 727, 
778, 801, 803, 825, 831–
32, 840–41, 846, 847–48, 
867, 869–70, 880–81, 
890–91, 905–6, 910–11, 
922, 929–30, 931–32, 954, 
955, 975, 986–87, 998, 
999–1000, 1002, 1008, 
1013–14, 1018, 1027–28, 
1034, 1035, 1042–43, 
1050, 1113, 1129, 1139

sources of. See sources
unity of… 43–45, 86–87
written with hindsight… 

885
Lysanias… 177

M
Magdala… 275, 397
Magni£cat… 117–18, 120
Malachi… 174, 194
mammon… 745, 751
manuscripts. See sources: 

manuscripts
Mark, Gospel of… 52–55
marriage… 917–22

levirate… 916–17
Mary and Martha… 10, 541–

48, 573–74
Mary Magdalene… 397, 399, 

1110
Mary (mother of James)… 

1110
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Mary (mother of Jesus)
alluded to, in beatitude… 

572
attends Passover celebra-

tions… 162
cherishes experiences… 

145, 167
£nds Jesus at the temple… 

164–65
gives birth… 137
goes to Bethelehem… 

136–37, 139–40
in Jerusalem a�er Jesus’ 

death… 21–22
as part of crowd… 412
receives blessing from 

Simeon… 154
response of, to angel… 99
stays at temple, legend 

of… 157–58
themes in experiences of… 

85–86
visits Elizabeth… 8, 45, 

114–21
visit to, by angel… 9, 

107–13
witnesses Jesus’ death… 

154
Matthew… 321
Matthew, Gospel of… 55–58
meals. See also eating

banquet… 57, 674, 676, 
701–7

with Cleopas… 1124
in end-time… 57, 233, 674, 

676, 702–7, 990–91, 992
feast… 296
guests’ behavior at… 

696–97
guests to eat with at… 

698–700, 703–7, 
723–24

guests to invite to… 297
joined by Risen Jesus… 

1133–34
Last Supper… 975, 

989–1000
on the Sabbath… 688
Passover… 982, 986, 990, 

998–99
with Pharisees… 381, 587, 

597
servants and… 782
washing before… 587–88, 

597
Melchizedek… 255

Melchizedek Priesthood… 
325–26

mercy… 118, 120, 123, 132, 
341, 767

messengers… 47, 68, 496–97
Messiah

Christ as… 462–63, 465
as deliverer… 1078–79, 1084
descent of… 923–25
divine sonship of… 110
expectation of… 197, 465, 

1011, 1118–19, 1119–20, 
1122

hosts banquet… 233–34, 
701, 990, 991, 992, 1021

Jesus declares himself as… 
247, 251–57

as a king… 1055, 1080
prophecies about… 173, 

187–88
as servant… 156

miracles. See also healing
casting out demons… 

484–85
cleansing lepers… 9, 284–

87, 285–86, 787–90
as examples of Jesus’ 

compassion… 4
exorcising demons… 262
feeding the £ve thou-

sand… 455–60, 998
noninterference of 

Roman soldiers… 850, 
886–87

Peter and the full net… 13, 
275–82, 280–81

power to do… 219–20, 
269–70, 293

raising the dead… 365–68, 
437–39

reunite families… 9–10
riding unbroken donkey… 

850, 873–75, 880
missionary work… 92, 509–

516. See also preaching
preparations for… 1016–18

mocking… 1044–45, 1061, 
1079–80

money… 62–64, 384, 607, 728, 
757, 861–63, 913, 933, 
979. See also wealth

Mormon… 298–99
Mosaic law

cleanness and… 25, 284, 
286, 787, 1109

exemptions in… 702–3

inheritance under… 356, 
365

marriage and… 916–17
puri£cation o¯erings 

under… 148–49
Sabbath activities under… 

308–9
witnesses under… 1115

Moses… 444, 474–75, 480–
81, 514–15, 516, 712

mountain… 226, 316, 474, 
1073

Mount Hermon… 474
Mount of Olives… 849, 

873, 929–32, 938, 970, 
1019–28

Mount Tabor… 474
mustard seed… 666
mysteries… 403, 411

N
Nain… 364
name… 147, 939, 944
Nazareth… 107, 159, 169, 240, 

251–252
neighbor… 534–40
Nephi… 112, 173, 206, 208, 

324, 1034
Nicodemus… 104–5
Noah… 796
Nunc Dimittis… 153, 155

O
obedience… 230, 783, 811
o¯enses… 776–78
origin, of people… 672, 673, 

677

P
parable… 47

of building on foundation 
of rock… 345–47

comparing kingdom of 
God to a man and a 
woman… 665–68

of £g tree… 656–59, 961–66
of friend at midnight… 

556–60
of good Samaritan… 505, 

534–40, 544
of Lazarus and rich man… 

745, 764–72
of lost sheep… 725–27
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of marriage feast… 57, 
692–97

on mote and beam… 
343–44

of new/old… 302–3
of Pharisee and publican… 

817–22
of the pounds… 860–70
of prepared vs. unpre-

pared servants… 
627–43

of prodigal son… 731–42
reasons for telling… 393, 

821–22
of rich man… 615–18
of sower… 392, 401–8, 425
of unjust steward… 743–

45, 747–55
of wicked husbandmen… 

893–94, 900–906
of widow and unjust 

judge… 808–16
paralytics… 288–94
parents… 732

give good gi�s to chil-
dren… 560–62

honoring… 14–15, 263, 
827–28, 902

Passover… 162–63, 163, 975, 
976, 981–87, 986, 990, 
998–99, 1099

Paul
on baptism… 181
death of… 948
describes Luke… 74
on end-time… 174, 642
travels with Luke… 21, 74

peace… 511, 882, 884, 1131
Pearl of Great Price… 2
Perea… 47, 500
persistence… 557–59
Peter

answers who Jesus is… 462
calling of… 12–13, 273, 

273–82, 319–20, 325–26
cares for mother-in-law… 

263
challenge and boast of… 

1009–15
conversion of… 280–81
death of… 948
denies association with 

Christ… 1037–43
denies Jesus… 612–13
gives quali£cations for 

£lling Judas’s place… 90

house of… 263
name of… 319
runs to empty tomb… 

1110–11
testi£es of Savior… 195
as witness of Risen Jesus… 

1103, 1104, 1127
as witness… 277, 436
witnesses trans£guration… 

473, 476, 480
Pharisees

ask about coming of king-
dom of God… 792

ask to rebuke disciples… 
877

complain about Jesus’ 
company at meals… 
722–24

as covetous… 756–57
food preparation rules 

for… 296–97
give warning to Jesus… 

678–79
hypocrisy and… 605
identi£ed with opposi-

tion to Jesus… 289, 294, 
313, 375

Jesus’ vehemence when 
teaching… 550, 760

meals with… 381–89, 
587–600, 687–92

parable of, and publican… 
6, 806, 817–22

as part of crowd… 722, 
756, 792, 877

woes against… 589–91, 
598

Philip (Apostle)… 320
Philip (tetrarch)… 177, 200
physician… 297, 298–99
plants… 354, 621, 780–81, 

962
Pontius Pilate… 176, 653, 912, 

1051–52, 1054–59, 1061, 
1064–71

poor
beatitude on… 333–34, 

347
caring for… 768, 770–71
deliverance of… 252
meals and… 698–99, 703–4
preaching to… 243, 333, 

372
welcome for, into king-

dom of God… 699, 705, 
723–24, 771

possessions. See property
power

over the deep… 425–26
of demons… 260
over demons… 11
faith and… 439
Holy Ghost and… 1138
of Jesus… 110, 232–33, 238, 

260–61, 292, 294, 329, 
355, 432–33

of the Twelve… 444, 448
over nature… 415–17
of the Seventy… 521–22
temptation of… 227, 231
to do miracles… 252–53

prayer
before Jesus’ baptism… 

207
on food… 456
for enemies… 339
in Gethsemane… 1021–23
for help… 10
humble… 818–21
hypocritical… 818–21, 927
instruction to give… 510, 

1025
intercessory… 1011
of Jesus, £nal… 815
Jesus teaches… 551–55, 

969
on mountain… 53, 316
of thanksgiving… 526–27
persistence in… 557–59, 

806, 809, 814, 968
before prediction of 

death… 461
responses to… 561–62
in temple… 887
of thanks… 991
in wilderness… 285
of Zacharias… 99

preaching… 445, 1136. See 
also missionary work

pride… 695
priesthood… 47, 68, 96, 111, 

131, 396, 444
Aaronic… 497
Melchizedek… 325–26

priests… 95, 96, 127
chief… 894, 896, 976–77, 

1031, 1055
divorce and… 763
high… 95, 173, 177–78, 

1036
in parable of good Samar-

itan… 535–36
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prisoners… 30–31, 254
property… 17, 19, 62–64, 

339–340, 614–18, 721, 
732, 926–27. See also 
wealth

prophecy
on cruci£xion… 1108–9
ful£lled… 1134
by Jesus, about Jerusa-

lem… 882–85, 949–56
on Jesus’ birth and mis-

sion… 109, 111–13
on Jesus’ burial… 1098
on Jesus’ death… 1088, 

1089, 1090
on John’s birth and mis-

sion… 100–101, 130
on John’s mission… 128
on ministry of John the 

Baptist… 172–73, 183, 
378

on ministry of the Mes-
siah… 187

nature of… 1045
on Peter’s denial… 1012–

13, 1013
of Simeon… 154
on Second Coming… 

182–85, 184
of Zacharias… 125–28

prophets
die in Jerusalem… 680
in all ages testify of 

Christ… 126
John the Baptist as… 373, 

374
powers of… 383

proverb… 248
Psalms… 996, 999, 1018, 

1092
publicans

association with… 6, 297, 
721–22

parable of, and Pharisee… 
806, 817–22, 1094

represent despised occu-
pations… 724

response of, to Jesus and 
John… 374

as tax collectors… 195, 196, 
295, 852

punishment… 639, 643
puri£cation… 148, 163, 

1069–70. See also 
uncleanness

Q
queen of Sheba… 577
Quirinius… 135

R
redemption… 125, 158, 959
rejection… 253, 261, 513–14, 

517–19, 758, 796, 904–5, 
907, 907–11, 1038, 1049

remembrance… 994–95, 
995–96, 999–1000

repentance… 180–81, 192, 
577–80, 656–59, 1136

responsibility… 868
resurrection… 1111–12

Apostles’ surprise at… 839, 
1112–13

Herod Antipas does not 
belive in… 451

of Jesus, result of… 1047
of the just… 918–19
marriage a�er… 920–22
prophets who may have… 

450–451
reality of… 1103
Sadducees and… 916

revelation… 178, 207, 209
rewards… 865–66
riches. See wealth
rock… 345–46
Romans… 82–132

centurion… 358–62, 1093
control o±ce of high 

priest… 177–78
do not convict Jesus… 

1051–52, 1062
prefect… 912
soldiers… 1079
treatment of Jesus by… 

837–38
view of Christians… 150

ruler… 806–7, 826–32

S
Sabbath

beginning of, a�er Jesus’ 
death… 1099

doing good during… 
16–17, 314–17

healing during… 261, 662, 
664, 688–92

Lord of… 24–25

observance of… 241, 
267–68, 306, 317

Passover and… 1099
rest on… 1100
threshing and winnowing 

during… 308–11
travel during… 265

sacrament… 974, 975, 992–
97, 999–1000

sacri£ce… 935, 974, 995
of paschal lamb… 1099

Sadducees… 605, 916
Salome… 200
salt… 713–715
salvation… 670–78, 788–89, 

798, 833, 845, 856
Samaria… 497, 500, 785, 786
Samaritans… 497–98, 500, 

536, 788
Samuel… 105, 129, 160, 161, 

167, 168
sanctuary. See temple
Sanhedrin… 515, 1046, 1053, 

1064, 1096, 1097
Sarah… 86, 105, 111
Satan… 71–72. See also devil

binds a woman… 663
enters Judas… 974, 977, 

979
has permission to test… 

1009–10, 1013–14
kingdom of… 566–67, 574
power over… 521–24
as strong man… 568–70, 

574
scourging… 1065
scribes. See also lawyers

condemnation of… 
926–28

description of… 289, 296, 
926

“doctors/teachers of the 
law” as… 289, 291

identi£ed with opposi-
tion to Jesus… 294, 313, 
977, 1045

poor/widows and… 16
scriptures

commentary on… 247
ful£llment of… 247
Hebrew divisions of… 758, 

769, 1123, 1135
Jesus’ use of… 235–36, 

253–55, 772, 1123, 1135, 
1139
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learning from… 771–72
prophesy of Christ… 1123
reading of, in syna-

gogues… 241–42, 770
understanding of… 69

Second Coming. See also 
end-time

delay of… 69–71, 642, 
860, 955

fate of the Twelve at… 42
Jesus’ teachings on… 

792–803
no need to fear… 774–75
signs of… 956–61
as a thief… 631–33
thief ’s belief in… 1085
as when Jesus comes in 

glory… 470
seed… 404, 780
seeing… 528, 530, 807, 853
seeking and £nding… 168
Sermon on the Mount… 

56–57, 348–54
Sermon on the Mount of 

Olives… 49–51
Sermon on the Plain… 12, 

56–57, 333–54
Servant-King… 302, 795, 

1034
servants

cannot serve two mas-
ters… 756, 761

hired… 733–34
leaders as… 702, 706, 745
motivations for… 782–83
in parable of the pounds… 

861–70
in parable of the vine-

yard… 901
prepared… 628–35
unprepared… 638–43

Servant Songs… 154, 156, 173
service… 127
Seventy… 33, 67–68, 448, 

508–16, 519, 520, 
521–24

sheep… 58. See also lambs
lost… 725–27

shepherds… 141–47, 727
ships. See boats
Sidon… 328, 518
signs… 565, 576–77, 939–43, 

956–61, 1060
Simeon… 32, 152–58
Simon Peter. See Peter

Simon the Cyrenian… 
1069–70

Simon the Pharisee… 
380–89

Simon (the Zealot)… 322
sin

meaning of… 734
punishment and… 643
su¯ering and… 654–55

sinners
compassion toward… 6–7, 

340
Jesus associates with… 6, 

388, 721–24, 1017
occupations seen as… 6, 

145, 724
real, vs. assumed… 1109
rejoicing over repentant… 

726
slaves… 359
snakes… 191
soldiers… 196–97, 1079
Solomon… 578, 621
songs… 117, 120, 130, 155–56

Hallel… 996, 999, 1018
Son of Man… 463, 465–66
sources

manuscripts… 61–62, 109, 
117, 134, 143–44, 148, 
154, 158, 164, 200, 209, 
222, 225, 226, 275, 276, 
278, 289, 361, 363, 226, 
228, 234, 235, 244, 267, 
308, 309, 398, 315, 370, 
375, 300, 346, 445, 402, 
416, 420, 431, 432, 436, 
437, 508, 455, 525, 473, 
540, 541, 542, 478, 543, 
545, 482, 494, 498, 616, 
623, 587, 593, 673, 623, 
631, 682, 690, 693, 745, 
751, 764, 766, 777, 794, 
795, 799, 820, 829, 833, 
843, 854, 865, 882, 887, 
902, 913, 917, 918, 934, 
968, 990, 1009, 1017, 
1022, 1027, 1044, 1045, 
1054, 1060, 1065, 1067, 
1068, 1077, 1078, 1080, 
1085, 1106, 1111, 1117, 
1125, 1130, 1132, 1134, 
1135, 1137, 1141, 1142

posited… 52, 55, 59, 362, 
448–49, 500, 626–27, 
649, 655

spirits
of the dead… 30–32, 129, 

244, 254, 766–68, 1086, 
1102

leave body at death… 
1092–93

power over… 522
unclean… 11

Spirit, the. See Holy Ghost
stewards… 601, 637

unjust… 743–45, 747–55
stones

cry out… 877
power over… 224
rejected… 907–11
symbolism of… 193

su¯ering
of Jesus… 61, 1026–28
predictions of… 837–38, 

990, 1005–6, 1122
prophecies of… 795, 

839–40
sin and… 654–55

Su¯ering Servant… 207, 840, 
1122

Susanna… 398, 399
sycamore… 780–81, 853
synagogue… 232, 246, 259, 

359, 660
miracles occuring in… 

16–17
worship services in… 

65–66, 241–42, 312–14

T
targum… 247
Taricheae… 13, 275–76, 397
taxes… 134, 138–39, 195, 196, 

914, 1055
collectors of. See 

publicans
temple. See also Court of the 

Women
contributions to treasury 

of… 930, 933
destruction of… 936–38
events at, during Jesus’ 

childhood… 148–69, 
889

holy center and… 294
Jesus’ cleansing of… 

53–54, 886–91
parable of Pharisee’s 
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