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About the Brigham Young University  
New Testament Commentary Series

Welcome to the BYU New Testament Commentary, a project by a group 
of Latter-day Saint specialists offering to readers a careful, new look at the 
biblical records that witness the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and the first 
generation of his church. The commentary series seeks to make the New Tes-
tament more accessible to Latter-day Saint general readers and scholars by 
employing much of current biblical scholarship while reflecting important 
LDS insights. At the same time, this effort may also be helpful to interested 
readers of other faiths who want to learn how a group of Latter-day Saint 
scholars understands the Bible. A fundamental article of faith for Latter-day 
Saints (Mormons) affirms the Bible “to be the word of God” while adding, 
understandably, that it needs to be “translated correctly” in order for it to be 
accurately comprehendible to modern language speakers. 

These objectives have helped shape the purposes and parameters of this 
commentary series. Serious LDS readers of the Bible search the scriptures, 
looking for depth and breadth in passages whose meanings and mandates 
may ultimately be plain but not shallow. Such readers and interpreters are 
served by treatments that unite faith and research, reason and revelation, 
in prayerfully confronting profound and difficult issues that arise in the 
texts and affect one’s path of progression. The New Testament has served 
as an influential guide to western civilization for centuries. As such, its 
records have long been studied by lay people and scholars alike, resulting 
in a rich reservoir of information that illuminates the New Testament era 
culturally, historically, and linguistically. Selectively, the BYUNTC builds 
upon this vast body of knowledge, resting on the Greek texts of the New 
Testament and connecting helpful elements of linguistic, literary, histori-
cal, and cultural research and traditional scholarship together with LDS 
scriptures and doctrinal perspectives. The combination of all these features 
distinguishes the BYUNTC from other commentaries, which are readily 
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available elsewhere and which readers may also want to consult for more 
encyclopedic or specialized discussions.

The tone of the BYUNTC aims to be informative rather than hortatory, 
and suggestive rather than definitive in its interpretation. The opinions 
expressed in this series are the views of its contributors and should not nec-
essarily be attributed to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 
Brigham Young University, where many of those involved here are head-
quartered; or anyone else, though these works have benefitted from input 
and guidance from a number of colleagues, advisors, editors, and peer 
reviewers.

Each volume in this series sets in two parallel columns the King James 
Version (KJV) and a new working translation of the New Testament. Call-
ing this a new “rendition” clarifies that it does not seek to replace the autho-
rized KJV adopted by the LDS Church as its official English text. Rather, it 
aims to enhance readers’ understanding conceptually and spiritually by 
rendering the Greek texts into modern English with LDS sensitivities in 
mind. Comparing and explaining the New Rendition in light of the KJV 
then serves as one important purpose for each volume’s notes, comments, 
analyses, and summaries. This effort responds in modest ways to the desire 
President J. Reuben Clark Jr. expressed in his diary in 1956 that someday 

“qualified scholars [would provide] . . . a translation of the New Testament 
that will give us an accurate translation that shall be pregnant with the 
great principles of the Restored Gospel.”

Depending on their personal skills and interests, the authors of these vol-
umes approach their scholarly sources and LDS materials differently but 
always with careful exposition and engaging perspectives. In several ways, they 
employ various interpretive tools, including semantic considerations of Greek 
vocabulary; cultural, historical, critical, literary, and structural analyses; and 
intertextual comparisons with other biblical passages, the Book of Mormon, 
and other scriptural works including the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible. 
Observations are also proffered about the doctrinal and spiritual reception of 
New Testament teachings and practices in the broad LDS religious tradition.

The format also varies moderately from volume to volume regarding 
introductory materials and the style of commentary. Throughout, Greek 
and Hebrew terms appear in transliterated form in conformity with stan-
dards adopted by the Society of Biblical Literature. In some cases, a volume 
reproduces the Greek New Testament text based on the Greek text pub-
lished by the Society of Biblical Literature (2010) or draws upon the twenty-
eighth edition of the Nestle-Aland text in Novum Testamentum Graece (2012).
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The Scene of Praise  
(4:9–11)

Greek Text

9 καὶ ὅταν δώσουσιν τὰ ζῷα δόξαν καὶ τιμὴν καὶ εὐχαριστίαν τῷ καθημένῳ ἐπὶ 
τῷ θρόνῳ τῷ ζῶντι εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων, 10 πεσοῦνται οἱ εἴκοσι τέσσαρες 
πρεσβύτεροι ἐνώπιον τοῦ καθημένου ἐπὶ τοῦ θρόνου καὶ προσκυνήσουσιν τῷ 
ζῶντι εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων καὶ βαλοῦσιν τοὺς στεφάνους αὐτῶν ἐνώπιον 
τοῦ θρόνου λέγοντες, 11 Ἄξιος εἶ, ὁ κύριος καὶ ὁ θεὸς ἡμῶν, λαβεῖν τὴν δόξαν καὶ 
τὴν τιμὴν καὶ τὴν δύναμιν, ὅτι σὺ ἔκτισας τὰ πάντα καὶ διὰ τὸ θέλημά σου ἦσαν καὶ 
ἐκτίσθησαν. [SBLGNT]

King James Version

9 And when those beasts give glory and 
honour and thanks to him that sat on 
the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 
10 The four and twenty elders fall down 
before him that sat on the throne, and 
worship him that liveth for ever and ever, 
and cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created.

New Rendition

9 And whenever the animals give glory 
and honor and thanks to him who sits 
on the throne, who lives forever and 
ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down 
before him who sits on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever, 
and throw their crowns in front of the 
throne saying: 11 “You are worthy, our 
Lord and God, to receive the glory and 
the honor and the power, because you 
created all things, and by your will they 
came into existence and were created.”

Translation Notes and Comments

4:9 beasts give glory / animals give glory: Chapter 4 concludes in a tremen-
dous symphony of worship and praise to God. The Seer declares that the 
living creatures never cease to extol him (4:8) and then states, “Whenever 
the animals give glory and honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne 
. . . the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and 
worship him” (Rendition 4:9–10). The idea is that all beings in heaven wor-
ship God continually. John uses the temporal adverb ὅταν (hotan), “when, 
whenever,” to introduce what he sees next.

4:10 fall down . . . worship . . . throw: Up to this point, John has used 
either the present or some form of the past tense for his verbs. Remarkably, 
in 4:9 and 10 he switches, placing four verbs in the future tense: δώσουσιν 
(dōsousin), “they will give”; πεσοῦνται (pesountai), “they will fall down”; 
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προσκυνήσουσιν (prokynēsousin), “they will worship”; and βαλοῦσιν 
(balousin), “they will throw.” The switch creates a difficult translation prob-
lem. Some scholars suggest that the verbs reflect a Semitic past tense and 
should be translated as such, specifically as imperfect verbs showing action 
begun in the past and continuing through the present.50 Taking the text as 
it stands, however, it seems best to see in them John’s understanding that 
these events have not yet actually taken place. As noted above in the Analy-
sis on 4:2, John is privileged to see as God sees, whose omniscience allows 
him to know what will be. As John sees these things, he is still well aware 
of his own time frame and knows much of what he sees are “things which 
must be hereafter” (4:1).

The act of falling and worshiping make up two steps in a single act that the 
Greeks described as προσκυνέω (proskyneō), to prostrate one’s self before a 
deity or king and kiss his feet or the hem of his garment, which showed the 
highest form of reverence and worship (see Ps. 72:11; Dan. 3:5, 6, 10, 11, 15; 
Matt. 2:11; 4:9; 18:26; Acts 10:25; 1 Cor. 14:25).

cast their crowns / throw their crowns: The elders also reverenced their 
Creator by casting their head garlands (στεφάνους, stephanous) at his feet.51 
Since the garland represents, as noted earlier, military victory, their wor-
shipful act acknowledges that they have overcome their enemies and won 
their victory through the power of God.

4:11 Thou art worthy / You are worthy: The adjective ἄξιος (axios), 
“worthy,” as used here, designates that which is fitting or proper. John is 
showing his reader that the glory, honor, and power the worshipers ascribe 
to God are wholly fitting because he is the creator and the sustainer of all 
things52 (see D&C 88:7–13).

O Lord / our Lord and God: The Greek text reads ὁ κύριος καὶ ὁ θεὸς 
ἡμῶν (ho kyrios kai ho theos hēmōn), “our Lord and our God,” very likely 
reflecting the Christian reaction to the practice of the emperors Caligula and 
Domitian. Both claimed those titles.53 Domitian went so far as to proclaim 

50. Aune, Revelation, 276.
51. The act symbolized homage and subordination. Conquered rulers presented their 

crowns to their captors (see, for example, Tacitus, Ann. 15.29), or the conquerors took 
them (see 2 Sam. 1:10; 12:30; 1 Chr. 20:2).

52. Aune, Revelation, 309.
53. Though the idea of apotheosis was popular in the East, the Romans had no cer-

emony for the deification of a living person. From the time of the Triumvirs, however, 
the Senate created the consecratio for the purpose of deifying a leader postmortem. The 
first was Julius Caesar, who became divus Iulius at the behest of Augustus and the practice 
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that he was the equal of the gods.54 The words of the elders proclaim the 
Christian position that God, and God alone, has claim to those titles.

glory and honour and power / the glory and the honor and the power: 
As our Rendition shows, the Greek text reads τὴν δόξαν καὶ τὴν τιμὴν καὶ 
τὴν δύναμιν (tēn doxan kai tēn timēn kai tēn dynamin), “the glory and the 
honor and the power.” The definite article before each attribute is impor-
tant because it denotes and emphasizes that quality which is requisite 
with or due to God.55 The attributes of honor and glory have already been 
paired in 4:9 with “thanksgiving” added. Here the elders replace it with 

“power,” thus emphasizing that attribute of God. The point of the song is 
that because God is worthy, he should have all the power as well.

thou hast created all things / you created all things: The scriptures make 
it clear that God’s creative acts are not the creation of things ex nihilo (out 
of nothing), but rather the organization of eternally existing physical mat-
ter, spirit matter, and intelligence, all in accordance with eternally existing 
laws (see D&C 93:29, 33; 131:7–8; Abr. 3:18, 24). The Greek verb translated 

“create” (κτίζω, ktizō) means “to found, build, produce.”56
for thy pleasure they are and were created / by your will they came into 

existence and were created: The last phrase of this verse is difficult to trans-
late. It appears that John wrote καὶ διὰ τὸ θέλημά σου ἦσαν καὶ ἐκτίσθησαν 
(kai dia to thelēlma sou ēsan kai ektisthēsan), literally, “and according to 
your will they were and were created.” The problem is how something 
can exist before it was created. To solve the problem, ancient scribes have 
created a number of variants.57 For example, some scribes inserted an οὐκ 
(ouk), “not,” before ἦσαν (ēsan), “were,” thus allowing the text to read, 

“they were not and were created.” This reading gave force to the idea of 
creation ex nihilo, but it has very little manuscript support and can there-
fore be rejected as the original reading. One scholar, taking the words as 
they stand, argued, “This unusual phrase suggests that all things which 
are, existed first in the eternal will of God and through his will came into 

continued thereafter. Before the end of the century, however, two emperors decided not 
to wait. Both Caligula and Domitian took upon themselves divine titles and forced their 
worship in the eastern provinces. See Philo, Legat. 353; Suet. Cal. 22.1, 2; Cassius Dio, 
Rom. Hist. 59.28.5.

54. See Pliny, Pan. 33.4; Cassius Dio, Rom. Hist. 67.4.7; 67.13.4. 
55. Aune, Revelation, 273 n. 11.d-d.
56. LSJ, 1002–3.
57. Some scribes add οὐκ (ouk, “not”) before ἦσαν (ēsan, “were”), while others replace 

ἦσαν with εἰσίν (eisin, “are”).
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actual being at his appointed time.”58 The best way to understand John’s 
intent seems to be to take the kai as explanatory so that the last verb acts 
to specify the action of the first. In this way it would read, “they came into 
existence and were created,” as in our Rendition.

Analysis and Summary

This pericope focuses on praise, specifically that of the life-giving principle 
in God. The Revelator’s frequent reference to the color green has under-
scored this idea. It is because God is the creator of life, mortal and eternal, 
that he is worthy of all honor and glory.

But there is another dimension to this praise. Not only did God give 
life—“you created all things”—but “by your will” they have their being 
(4:11). He, at every moment, sustains all life. John saw streaming from the 
throne light—green light. It is this power “which giveth life to all things, 
which is the law by which all things are governed, even the power of God 
who sitteth upon his throne, who is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the 
midst of all things” (D&C 88:13). Thus, he generates all life everywhere, 
even in the heavens. The doxology sung by the animals (4:8) ascribed to 
God might and power. The elders now add “glory” and “honor.” His wor-
thiness springs from the fact that, according to his will, all things are and 
were created.59

Conclusion

Encouragement and hope flow out of chapter 4. It centers on the powers 
of God: his glory, majesty, and might. In symbolic terms, the Seer conveys 
to the mind of the reader a vision and understanding of God’s greatness. 
He stands at the center of heaven, surrounded by all creatures he has saved, 
including the faithful who rule with him in power and authority. Light and 
life proceed out of him. He is the essence of being and the principle of all 
existence—even eternal existence. The exalted ones recognize this and 
return to him praise and glory forever.

58. Mounce, Revelation, 140. 
59. John’s words counter the dualistic false doctrine put forward by Cerninthus, John’s 

traditional nemesis in Asia, who taught that the world was the creation of an inferior 
being to God. See Irenaeus, Haer. 1.26; Hippolytus, Haer. 3.33; 10.31.
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This part of the revelation also emphasizes God’s role as both creator and 
redeemer, an idea found throughout the Old Testament. It is because he 
has created all things that God has providence and claim on humankind. No 
matter the appearances to the contrary, even where Satan seems to domi-
nate the scene, John never gives way to dualism. God and God alone created 
the world and continually overmasters it. John’s witness to the Church was 
and is that this world will become fully God’s once more in the glorious 
millennial era. John, therefore, asserts here and elsewhere in the revelation 
God’s rule over nature and nations.60

Even so, God is an unmoving, silent, enthroned, and eternal figure. It is 
true that glory and power flash and thunder from his presence and that he 
keeps ward and “watch over his people, but never directly [interferes] in 
their affairs till the judgment, when mankind appears before his throne for 
doom and recompense.”61 Before that time, it is another who orchestrates 
history and brings to pass the Father’s will. The next chapter discloses that 
immediate and powerful ruler of mortal time and history.

60. Moffatt, “Revelation,” 382.
61. Moffatt, “Revelation,” 377.
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of the waters… 604, 608

anger… 420, 474, 650, 742
animals, around throne… 

212, 214–16, 217, 237, 
240 , 587, 721

antichrist… 56, 191–92, 504–
5, 619, 624

Antipas… 69, 146
apocalypse, as manifestation 

of Deity… 80–81
apocalyptic literature… 

18–22
eschatology of… 19–20

Apollo Tyrimnos… 157
apostasy… 70–71, 72, 73–74, 

118, 180, 190–93, 194, 
196–200

in Ephesus… 130
warnings about… 56–57, 

70, 117, 478
apostles

false. See leaders, false
Apostles

definition of… 233–34
fought against apostasy… 

196–97
as foundation of the 

Church… 809
priesthood of… 234
as servant or slave… 84

Appolonius… 134
ark of the covenant… 422, 

589
Armageddon… 622–23, 

626–28, 676, 748
armies… 352, 355, 740
Ascension of Isaiah… 739
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Asia Minor
guilds and trade unions 

in… 62
importance of… 59
magic in… 60, 122
pagan population in… 

59–61, 122–23
Asiatic Cybele… 168
atmosphere… 325–26
Atonement… 298–99, 463
authority

of angel… 685
of beast carrying the 

whore… 670
of death… 764
of God… 611
over New Jerusalem… 177
to preside… 191, 443
priesthood and… 100
for Revelation… 88, 91
of sea beast… 492

B
Babel, Tower of… 655, 715
Babylon

associated with both 
water and desert… 641

economic ties of… 646
fall of… 550, 678–81, 

693–96, 734
greatness of… 651
need to flee… 689–90, 

696, 716
as opposite of Zion… 644
plagues of… 690, 693
pride of… 692, 694
remembered by God… 631
report of fall of… 686–89
reputation of city of… 655
reward of… 690–91
sins of… 690
split into three parts… 

630, 633
wine of… 551, 559, 640, 

645, 649, 687
works of, as reason for 

plagues… 628
Balaam… 146–47, 192
balance scale… 255, 258
banishment… 64–68
battle. See war
beast

from the land… 507–23, 
750

name of… 155

number of… 524–31
scarlet-colored… 645, 659, 

660, 664–65, 668
from the sea… 484–23, 750
seat of… 612, 613, 614
wars against the two 

prophets… 400–401, 
408

beasts. See animals
beatitudes… 87, 562, 621, 

728, 763, 842–43, 847, 
848, 853

Behemoth… 482, 507, 518, 
748

Benson, Ezra Taft… 614, 625
birds… 750–51
black… 246, 255, 257
blasphemy

because of plagues… 611, 
613, 614, 632, 634

description of… 136
names of… 486–87, 642, 

645
of sea beast… 491

blessing. See beatitudes
blindness… 187, 189, 335
blood

cloth dyed with… 739
with fire and hail… 321, 

322
to horse’s bridle… 568
of the Lamb… 298–99, 847
of martyrs… 264, 605, 720
of sacrifices… 263
as sign of punishment… 

604
book

of judgment… 696
little… 370–71, 380–81, 

382, 383
with seven seals… 224–31, 

234, 241–42
Book of Breathings… 149
book of life… 172, 492–93, 

660, 668, 777, 779, 822
Book of Mormon, sealed 

portion of… 53–55
bow… 249
bowls

command to pour out… 
601

with incense… 237
poured out… 607, 610, 

613, 632
seven gold… 587, 589

brass… 158

breastplate… 341, 806, 813, 
816, 824

bride
compared to guests… 731
contrasted with whore… 

809
holy city prepared as… 

787–88, 792
prepared for marriage of 

the Lamb… 726–27, 730
says, “Come”… 856

brimstone. See fire and 
brimstone

brother of Jared… 53, 110
burial… 402–3
Byzantine Majority Texts… 

451

C
Cain… 468, 520, 615–16, 713, 

759
calling and election… 44–45, 

288–89
call narratives… 78–79, 106, 

110
candlesticks. See lampstands
carnelian… 206
Catholic Church… 528
celibacy… 539–40
censer… 312, 314
chaos… 365
chastening… 837
cherubims… 422
Chester Beatty Papyrus 𝔓47… 

80, 145, 451, 535
child… 439–41
Christians

acknowledged by Jews… 
179

conversion of, in Asia 
Minor… 60–61, 144

persecution of… 59, 
62–64, 69–70, 71–72, 
104–5, 134–35, 136, 
139–42, 144, 145–47

Church
Apostles as foundation 

of… 809
in Asia Minor… 55–57, 58, 

62–64, 68–70, 117–18, 
191–94

as bride… 545, 726–27, 
731–32

in Ephesus… 123, 129–31, 
182



Subject Index  905 

institutional… 732, 807
as lampstand… 112
in Laodicea… 184–85, 

189–90
modern vs. ancient… 29
in Pergamum… 144, 153, 

182
in Philadelphia… 177, 

181–82
in Sardis… 169, 173–74, 

182
in Smyrna… 69, 134–35, 

139–42
in Thyatira… 157, 163–65
in the wilderness… 441–42, 

444–45, 460–61, 501
woman clothed with the 

sun as… 432, 434
church, great and abomi-

nable… 18, 283–84, 479, 
481, 482, 549, 656, 860

Church of the Firstborn… 
291, 293, 477–78, 545, 
783

Clark, J. Reuben… 461
Clementine Homilies… 151
Clementine Recognitions… 

151
Clement of Alexandria… 126
clothing. See garments; See 

robes
cloud… 96, 412
coals… 314
Codex Alexandrinus (A)… 

36, 80, 135, 145, 159, 
306, 494

Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus 
(C)… 36, 135, 145

Codex Sinaiticus… 35, 80, 
306, 451

coinage… 520–21
commandments… 475, 478
complacency… 169
conversion… 413–14
court, divine… 173, 456
creation… 102, 185, 219–20, 

305, 365, 785–86
crown(s)

of dragon… 437–38
given to horseman… 249, 

250
gold-like, worn by 

locusts… 341, 346
gold, of the twenty-four 

elders… 210
of life… 137–38

of Rider on white horse… 
737–38, 744–45

thrown at feet of God… 
218

of twelve stars, worn by 
woman… 432

crystal… 807, 829
cup, golden… 649, 654
curse… 831–32, 857–60, 863

D
Daniel… 37, 137, 853
Darius… 859
darkness… 325, 335, 338, 342, 

343, 612, 613, 614
David, key of… 177
dead, salvation of the… 

48–49, 268–69
death

desire for… 340, 345
as horseman… 260–61
no more… 789–90
second… 142, 764, 778, 

780–81, 800–804
spiritual… 138–39, 160, 

170
de-creation… 305, 321, 326, 

328–29, 364
deeds

Atonement and… 847
judged according to… 161, 

777, 845–46
reward from… 562–63
righteous… 581, 727, 730, 

732
of the whore… 690–91

desert… 641
destroyer… 342
determinism… 20–21
devil. See Satan
devil, church of the. See 

church, great and 
abominable

diadems… 437–38, 737–38, 
744–45

Diana… 60, 122, 131
Dionysius… 7
dogs… 848–49
Domitian… 58–59, 61, 218, 

528
door… 178, 188, 190, 203
dragon

description of… 435–39
driven to earth… 454, 

459–60

fought war in heaven… 
451–53, 459–62

gave power to sea beast… 
488

made war with seed of 
the woman… 474, 478

persecuted the mother… 
470–71, 475–77

pulled stars from heaven 
with its tail… 461

titles for… 453–54
uses human institutions… 

481–82
dualism… 20

E
eagle… 330, 331, 472
earth

burned in first trumpet 
plague… 322

celestialized… 211, 213, 239
celestial realm on… 806, 

826
new… 329, 785, 790–92
passed away… 786
swallowed waters… 474

earthquake… 270–71, 274, 
413, 415, 630, 632–33

eating… 381
eclipse… 271
Egypt… 401
eight… 665
elders, twenty-four… 209–

10, 237, 419, 721
election in the flesh… 444, 

446–49
Eliakim… 177
Elias… 285, 381
Elijah… 47, 399, 511
Elijah, keys of… 45
emerald… 207
emperor worship… 59, 61, 

144, 151
endurance… 495, 561
enmity… 634
Enoch… 248, 250–51, 399, 

493, 793
Ephesus… 60, 122–23, 129, 

153
epistles… 86, 859

format of… 118–19
eschatology… 19–20
eternal life… 828–29, 834–35
Ether… 793
Euphrates… 351, 617, 623
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expansions… 31
eyes… 214, 233, 737
Ezekiel

ate scroll… 381, 384
call narrative of… 106, 110
colors in vision of… 206
described divine messen-

ger… 370
on fornication and eco-

nomic alliances… 646
saw defeat of God’s ene-

mies… 748
on shepherd… 301
themes of, found in Rev-

elation… 37, 693

F
fabrics… 701–2
faith… 462, 463, 478, 494, 

495, 561–62, 781
faithless… 801, 849
families… 793–94
famine… 255, 257–58, 344, 

694–95
fear… 411
figs… 272
fire

angel has power over… 
567

cast to earth from the 
altar… 314

destroys the wicked… 
362–63

Elijah and… 405
eyes like… 737
from heaven, as false 

sign… 511
from mouth of two 

prophets… 398, 405–6
hail and… 321–22
lake of… 750, 770, 775, 778
from the sky… 770

fire and brimstone… 553–54, 
560, 775

firstfruits… 541–42
five… 340
flood… 426
food… 147, 151–52, 192
foreordination… 446–48
fornication… 147, 159, 

639–40
filthiness of… 650

forty-two… 392
foundations… 809, 815–16, 

823

four… 259, 281, 321, 351
fowls… 750–51
free will. See agency
freshwater systems… 323–24
frogs… 617–18
fronds… 296
fruit… 704, 830, 831, 836
Futurist interpretation of 

Revelation… 12–16

G
Garden of Eden… 119–20
garments. See also robes

of the bride… 726–27, 730
cleanliness of… 169, 171–

72, 174, 621
dyed with blood… 745
linen… 586
of the Lamb’s bride… 649
like the sun… 432
washed in blood… 302
white… 187, 210
of the whore… 648

gates… 807–8, 820, 822, 825
gathering… 198
gematria… 526–27
gift giving… 403, 409
glass… 815, 816
glass, sea of… 211, 213, 578, 

582
glory… 686, 691, 806, 818, 

819, 820
Gnostic Gospel of Philip… 

738–39
Gnostics… 161
God

acts… 301, 865
acts of, revealed… 581, 583
children of… 798, 799
as creator… 220, 221, 305, 

785, 798
dwelling place of… 788, 

794, 822
as father… 829
finishes his work… 796–

97, 799
glory of… 588
hidden by smoke… 588
holiness of… 581, 817–18
as judge… 173
judged and punished 

Babylon… 710, 713–15, 
720

knowledge of… 838
is light… 818–19, 833, 838

love of… 836–38, 839, 864
names of… 92, 796–97
omnipotence of… 98–99, 

102, 866
omniscience of… 92
orders all things… 797, 

800
passions of… 592–93, 597
praise of… 579–81
seeing… 832, 838
shares throne… 834
as source of grace… 91
as source of life… 220, 834
speaks… 795–803
is temple… 817
transforms mankind… 

799
will shelter… 300
will wipe tears… 301, 789

Gods, plurality of… 43, 
95–96, 101–2

Gog… 344, 676, 748, 769
gold… 187, 341, 705, 812, 815, 

816
gospel

everlasting… 548
preaching of… 41–42, 

123, 280, 281, 291, 294, 
555–58, 852, 857

rejection of… 282–84, 845
restoration of… 860, 862

government. See kingdom, 
political

grain… 703
grapes… 567, 571
grass… 322

“Great Overburn”… 362–63
green… 207, 208, 807
guilds and trade unions… 62, 

63–64, 157, 163
guile… 542, 545

H
Habakkuk… 308
Hades. See spirit world
hail… 321, 631–32, 633
hair… 109, 341
Hales, Robert D.… 734
hallelujah… 719
harlot. See whore
harp… 237, 578
harvest… 566–67, 569–71, 

573–74, 575, 599
heads… 109, 437–38, 661
healing… 831
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hearing… 127, 493–94, 856, 
862

heart… 161
heavens. See sky
heirs… 419, 766, 798, 833
hell. See spirit prison
heresy… 126, 130, 196, 508–9, 

860, 862. See also 
apostasy

hills, seven… 661
Hinckley, Gordon B.… 190, 

462, 645
Hippolytus… 126
Historicist interpretation of 

Revelation… 11–12
holy… 215, 763
Holy City, trampled by Gen-

tiles… 391, 393. See also 
Jerusalem

hope… 194–95
horns… 233, 350, 354, 438, 

508, 519, 665–66
horse(s)

black… 255, 257
with lion’s head, a horse’s 

body, and a snake-like 
tail… 353–54, 355–56

pale… 259
red… 251–52, 253
symbolism of… 246
white… 248, 250, 736
white, of armies in 

heaven… 740
Hyde, Orson… 51
hymn. See song; See praise

I
Idealist interpretation of 

Revelation… 13–14
idolatry

brings blindness… 364–65
in Ephesus… 60, 122
food and… 147, 151–52, 192
fornication as symbol for… 

639–40
image for the beast and… 

513
leads to other sins… 358
materialism as… 302, 608
in Pergamum… 144, 

151–52
plagues as judgment 

against… 327
as reason for fall of Baby-

lon… 714

repentance and… 357, 361
Ignatius of Antioch… 150
image, for beast… 512–15, 521
immorality… 152–53, 358, 

359, 539
incense… 312, 313, 703
inspiration… 851
interruptions… 31
Irenaeus… 5, 126, 530
Isaiah… 36, 106, 110, 404, 

641, 646
islands… 631
Israel, tribes of… 207, 285, 

291, 381, 384, 764, 808

J
jasper… 206–7, 806, 810, 815
jealousy… 593
Jehoshaphat, valley of… 413, 

572
Jehovah… 98
Jeremiah… 381, 639
Jerusalem. See also New 

Jerusalem
as “Babylon the Great”… 

10
called Sodom and Egypt… 

401, 406
as epicenter of earth-

quake and judgment… 
413

final battle at… 415–16, 
628

as “holy” city… 787
as place of crucifixion… 

401–2
temple in… 392, 393, 628
trodden down of the Gen-

tiles… 393, 407
winepress trodden out-

side… 568, 572
Jesus Christ. See also Jeho-

vah; Lamb; Messiah; 
Rider on white horse

acts as the word of God… 
740, 745

as advocate… 173
as source of eternal life… 

829
authority of… 855–56
begins rule over the 

earth… 418, 725
coming quickly… 126, 147, 

180–81, 182, 842, 846, 
850, 860–61, 863

depictions of, in Gospel 
of John compared to 
Revelation… 3–5

description of… 109
descriptive title for, at 

opening of letters… 118, 
123, 135, 145, 157, 169, 
177, 185

emotions of… 594–97
gives himself titles… 102
and harvest… 569, 572
holds keys… 111, 112, 177–78
imitated by the beast 

ridden by the whore… 
659, 668

as Lamb and Shepherd… 
300–301

as the light… 112
as morning star… 163, 856
power of… 233, 235
presence of… 609
revealed God… 838
revelation of, as theme of 

Revelation… 77–78
will rule… 189
sacrifice of… 232–33
Second Coming of… 

766–67
shares titles with God… 

796–97
shown in new light in 

Revelation… 5
as source of eternal life… 

834
subservient to God… 

418–19
taking on name of… 154
is true… 177, 185, 736
used parables and sym-

bols… 127
verifies the revelation… 

855, 861
jewelry… 701
Jews

persecuted Christians… 
63, 136, 139–40

preaching to… 404, 408
protected under Roman 

law… 63
rejected Messiah… 178
will accept Messiah… 

415–16
will acknowledge Chris-

tians… 179, 181
Jezebel… 72, 158–59, 160, 

164, 192
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Job… 680–81
John

call of… 78–79
commanded to prophesy… 

383, 385
commanded to write… 77, 

107, 113, 114, 562, 728, 
733, 796, 844

concluding witness of… 
843, 853, 857

elevated for vision of 
heaven… 203, 204, 206

as Elias… 285
given power over death… 1
lamented antichrists… 191
measures temple… 388–

91, 823
on Patmos… 64–68, 105
purpose of, in writing 

Revelation… 55–64
recommissioning of… 

380–85, 387
tries to worship angel… 

728–29, 733
Josephus… 824
judgment

according to works… 777, 
779, 845–46

authority for… 761
against Babylon… 710, 713
earthquakes associated 

with… 413
enforcement of… 589
hour of… 549–50, 556–57
righteousness of… 581, 

583, 604–5, 606, 608–9, 
719–20, 737

ruling as… 761, 765
time of, for the dead… 

420–21
of the wicked… 778, 780

justice… 590, 723

K
key

to the abyss… 336
of David… 177–78
to hell… 111–12

Kimball, Spencer W.… 302, 
304

kingdom
of God… 423–24, 455
political… 440, 443, 445
of the righteous… 101, 162
of the world… 418

kings
of the earth… 620, 640, 

687, 698–99, 707, 819
of the east… 617, 624
Saints as… 94–95, 99
seven… 662–63
ten… 665–67, 671, 749

Korah… 477

L
lake of fire… 750, 770, 775, 

778, 802
Lamanites… 568, 678–79
Lamb

horns and eyes of… 233, 
438

imitated by beast from 
the sea… 487, 496, 
499–500

marriage of… 726–28, 
730–32

praises given to… 237–40
sacrifice of… 232–33, 241
slain from foundation of 

the world… 493
song of… 579, 764
stands as a warrior… 535
takes the scroll… 234

lampstands… 108, 112, 126, 
132, 211, 398, 404

Laodicea… 183–85
leaders

false… 56–57, 117–18, 124, 
159, 191, 192, 194, 508–9, 
511, 618–19, 624

of congregations… 114, 
122, 855

Lee, Harold B.… 791
Lehi… 128
letters. See epistles
Leviathan… 435, 437, 482, 

485, 507, 518, 663, 748
Lewis, C. S.… 615
lex talionis… 405, 422, 553, 

568, 605, 659, 696, 860
liars… 801, 849, 853
lies… 467, 473, 542, 625
light… 208, 220, 711, 818–19, 

833, 838
lightnings… 210–11, 212, 

314–15
limitations

on darkened sun and 
moon… 325–26, 328

on death and hell… 261

on destruction of holy 
city… 393

on famine during third 
seal… 256, 258

on locusts… 339–40, 344
on period of beast’s rule… 

491
linen… 586–87, 705, 726–27, 

740–41
Lion… 229
locusts… 338, 341, 343–47
love… 125, 131, 187, 836–38, 

839, 864
Lucifer. See Satan
Lydia… 157

M
madness… 559, 649, 656–57
magic. See sorcery
Mahan… 468, 520
manna, hidden… 148
manuscript sources… 35–36
Marion G. Romney… 839
mark, on forehead… 516–18, 

555, 560
marriage… 711, 744

of the Lamb… 726–28, 
730–32

martyrs
avenged… 720
blood of… 605, 653, 

712–13
cries of, answered… 315, 

867
cries of, from altar… 263–

69, 328, 367
early Christian… 69
overcame the accuser… 

460
resurrected… 762
reverence for… 458
testimony of… 267, 457, 

762, 867
two prophets as… 400, 

408
materialism… 302, 520, 608
materials and products… 702
Maxwell, Neal A.… 76, 635, 

839
McConkie, Bruce R.

on becoming kings and 
priests… 99

on the earth reeling… 272
on Elias… 285
on heaven as temple… 825
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on kingdom of God… 424
on martyrs… 267
on new name for Rider… 

745
on Nicolaitans… 130
on Israelites… 447
on wicked ripened in 

iniquity… 408
on sea beast… 497
on seven historical 

periods… 379
on titles of Chirst… 744
on two prophets… 405
on understanding Revela-

tion… 23, 33, 88
wrote analysis of Revela-

tion… 39
McKay, David O.… 132, 461
meal… 188
measuring… 389, 393, 812–13, 

823
Megiddo… 622, 626–28
merchandise… 701–3
merchants… 688, 700–701, 

704–5, 707, 712
messenger. See angel(s)
Messiah… 229
Michael… 452, 754, 758, 774
Millennium… 755–59, 765, 

767, 768
Miller, William… 38, 42
miracles. See signs
missionaries… 556
missionary work. See gospel, 

preaching of
moon… 271, 275, 325, 818
Mormon… 771
Moroni… 369, 555–56
Moses… 172, 205, 399, 400, 

426, 579
mother. See whore; woman, 

clothed with the sun
mountain… 322, 805, 809
Mount Zion. See Zion
mouth… 618, 741
murders… 358
mysteries

counterfited by whore… 
654–55

in early Christianity… 4, 
161, 165

God’s work in the his-
tory of the world as… 
378–79

revealed and fulfilled… 
375

of seven stars… 113–14
written on whore’s fore-

head… 650–51
myth, cosmic combat… 430

N
name(s). See also titles

of beast… 154–55
blasphemous… 486–87, 

642, 645
in book of life… 172–73, 

492–93, 660, 668
on forehead… 536, 546, 

832
on forehead of whore… 

650, 654
on gates… 808
new… 149–51, 153–55
as reputation… 169, 486
of the Rider… 738–39, 

739–40, 744, 745
of sea beast… 486–87
unknown… 738–39, 744, 

745
written on Saints… 182

nations
anger of… 420
bring glory to God… 821
deceived by Satan… 755–

56, 768
drink of Babylon’s wine… 

550–51, 559, 687
earthquake collapses cit-

ies of… 631
gospel preached to… 556
healing of… 831
rule of… 439–41, 492, 580
rule over… 162
will see martyred wit-

nesses… 402
worship God… 581

Nephi1
angel prophesied to, 

about John’s vision… 8
angel prophesied to, 

on captivity of the 
wicked… 277

on being saved… 829
on enduring to the end… 

288
gave meaning of waters… 

835, 863–64
on invitation to all to 

come to God… 821
on pride… 520

on Satan having no 
power… 759, 772

saw establishment of 
great and abominable 
church… 283–84, 467, 
479, 481, 491, 549, 656, 
670

saw removal of parts of 
the gospel… 18

saw the suffering of 
Christ… 231

saw tree of life… 836, 
863–64

in the spirit of the Lord 
for vision… 106, 204

Nephi3, heard inexpressible 
words… 372

Nephites… 345, 771–72
Nero… 10, 62, 527–28
New Jerusalem. See also 

Zion
as abode of God… 788–89, 

794, 817–18, 822, 832–
33, 838

as bride… 787–88, 792
contrasted with Babylon… 

783
description of… 805–26, 

827–39
as new city… 793

Nibley, Hugh… 348, 634
Nicolaitans… 126, 130, 147, 

153, 164, 192
night… 820
Noah… 254, 426
nonrealism… 32
numbers. See also time

of the beast… 524–31
eight… 665
forty-two… 392
four… 259, 281, 321, 351
one hundred forty-four… 

814, 823
one hundred forty-four 

thousand… 291–92, 536
one-third… 438
one thousand… 755
quarter… 260, 261
seven… 90–91, 99, 117, 

233, 240, 273, 275, 310, 
311, 438, 497, 498–99, 
576, 585, 586, 600, 662

seven thousand… 413, 415
six… 407, 529
six hundred sixty-six… 

525–31
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numbers, cont.
sixteen hundred… 569, 572
symbolic use of… 30
ten… 137, 438, 486, 498–

99, 665
tenth… 413, 415
ten thousand… 96
third… 322, 355
three… 808
three and one-half… 407
twelve… 210, 233, 807, 

816, 830
twelve thousand… 813
two… 396, 406
two hundred million… 

353, 355
words equivalent to 

(gematria)… 527–30

O
Oaks, Dallin H.… 154, 563
oath… 373
offspring… 474
oil… 256–57, 258
Old Testament

new songs in… 538
silence in… 308
themes and symbols 

from… 36–37, 473
omniscience… 207
one hundred forty-four… 

292, 814
one hundred forty-four 

thousand… 291–94, 
536–46

one thousand… 292, 755
one thousand six hundred… 

569
overcome, those who

promises to, related to 
temple… 119

as souls under altar… 263
victory of… 128, 230, 578
victory of, reasons for… 

457, 460
will eat from tree of life… 

131–32, 847
will have name written 

on… 182
will inherit all things… 

797–98, 800
will not fear second 

death… 767
will receive stone with 

new name… 148–51

will rule… 761, 767
will sit on God’s throne… 

188–89, 761

P
Packer, Boyd K.… 188
pale… 246, 259
papyri fragments… 35
paradise… 129
passivium divinum

angel given incense… 313
angels appointed to hurt 

the earth… 286
command given… 339
crown given to horse-

man… 249, 250
destroying angels were 

released… 352
dragon cast out… 454
earth beast allowed to do 

miracles… 512
earth beast allowed to put 

spirit into image… 514
power given… 254, 261, 338
Rider called faithful and 

true… 736
sea beast given a mouth… 

490
star given key to pit… 334
sword given to horse-

man… 254
temple opened… 585

patience… 561, 866–67
Patmos… 64, 67, 105
Paul

on all things working for 
good… 446

on Apostles as founda-
tion… 809

on apostasy… 56, 70, 117, 
124, 191, 197, 199, 478

on being chosen before 
the foundation of the 
world… 660

on changing into the 
image of God… 799

on chastening… 837
against compromise… 72, 

164
on darkened understand-

ing… 559
on deceitful members… 

801–2
on destruction of the 

wicked… 741

on eating sacrificial meat… 
152

on false signs… 511
on God using the wicked… 

512, 523
on God’s foreknowledge… 

446, 447
heard inexpressible 

words… 372
on individual agency… 21
on Jewishness… 139
on larger Christain per-

spective… 73, 141
on life as a sacrifice… 267
on marriage… 299–300, 

540
on multiple Gods… 43
on mysteries… 4, 161, 655
on nearness of time… 851
on paradise… 129, 784, 

791, 835
persecuted Christians… 

136
on pillars… 181
received new name… 150
on the righteous being 

“caught up”… 411
on Saints as bride… 726
on separating from the 

wicked… 689–90
on sons of perdition… 192
on steadfastness… 562
taught in Ephesus… 123
taught in Laodicea… 184
on witnessing… 165, 479
on women in the church… 

164
pearls… 816, 825
penny… 255, 258
perfumes… 703
Pergamum… 143–44, 151, 153
pestilence… 260
Peter… 150, 191, 289, 301, 493
Philadelphia… 176–77
Philip, Gnostic Gospel of… 

738–39
Philo… 824
pillar… 181
pit, bottomless… 334, 342, 

755
plagues

angels held… 575
bowl… 607, 613–14, 623–

24, 632, 633
Egyptian… 319, 321, 322, 

323, 324, 327, 329, 338, 
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345, 360, 426, 600, 607, 
618, 632

fulfill wrath of God… 577
last… 576
trumpet… 319–30, 406–7
trumpet compared to 

bowl… 600
Pliny… 143
Polycarp… 135
pornography… 645–46
poverty… 134, 136
power… 399–400, 456, 492, 

666
praise

of Christ, by angels… 239
of Christ, by animals and 

elders… 238, 242–43
of Christ, by John… 96
of God and Christ, by 

multitude… 296–97
of God and Christ, by 

voices… 418–19
of God, by angels, ani-

mals, and elders… 
297–98

of God, by animals… 215
of God, by crowd in 

heaven… 717, 718–21, 
722

of God, by elders… 217–
20, 242–43, 419–22, 
424, 425

of God, by the Lamb… 
579–81, 582–83

of God, by voice… 455–59, 
462

of God, for marriage of 
the Lamb… 724–27, 
730–31

of God, for victory… 579, 
582

Pratt, Orson… 38, 294, 304, 
501, 546, 772

prayers… 312–13, 314, 316–17, 
690–91

prefaces… 31
pregnancy… 432–33
premortality. See war in 

heaven
preparation… 362, 621, 626, 

636
Preterist interpretation of 

Revelation… 9–11
pride… 186, 189–90, 614–16
priesthood

during apostasy… 444

fruit of tree of life and… 
830–31

fullness of… 46–53, 
99–101

gates of New Jerusalem 
and… 807–8, 816

of the Lamb… 234–35
in the latter-days… 291–92
loss of… 197
sacrifice and… 390–91
walls of New Jerusalem 

and… 814, 816, 823, 824
priests

clothing of… 586, 587
one hundred forty-four 

thousand as… 291
Saints as… 94–95, 99, 

764, 817
serve in temple… 

299–300
trumpets and… 311

propaganda… 508–9, 514–15, 
624

prophecy, spirit of… 42, 729, 
733–34

prophetic eschatology… 
19–20

prophets
as John’s peers… 843–44
false. See leaders, false
know mysteries… 376
as martyrs… 605
reward of… 421
as servants… 421
spirit of… 841, 851
two… 396–409, 406, 

410–12, 425, 426
protection

against deceptions of the 
beast… 669

measuring as… 389, 393, 
812, 813

new name as… 154
rod of iron as… 742
seal as… 226, 286–87, 288, 

316, 339
wilderness as… 472, 477
Zion as place of… 574

punishment. See also lex 
talionis

of Babylon… 693, 694, 
696, 699, 700

endless… 779, 802
of Jezebel… 159
in lake of fire… 778, 803
love and… 837–38

of the beasts… 749–51
scorpion as… 340
of those wanting to harm 

two prophets… 399
of those who follow 

Babylon… 553–54
war as… 254

purple… 648
Pythagoras… 586

Q
quarter… 260, 261

R
Rahab… 674
rainbow… 207, 208, 369–70, 

377
rapture… 411–12
rebellion, apostasy as… 201
red. See also scarlet

associated with God… 
208

dragon… 436
garments… 739, 745
horse… 246, 251–52, 253

redemption… 541
refuge… 677
reins… 160–61
rejoice… 458, 708, 709, 725
remember… 125, 171
repent

branches called to… 160, 
188, 193

plagues as call to… 327
refusal to… 357–60, 611, 

613, 635
remember and… 125, 171
signs as call to… 276–77

repetition… 30
resurrection… 414, 762–66, 

777
revelation

of God and his will… 
80–81

source of… 82, 88
Revelation, book of

as apocalyptic literature… 
18–19

audience of… 58
authorship of… 3–8
conclusion to… 827
dating of… 8–16
elements of style in… 

30–33
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Revelation, book of, cont.
eschatology of… 19–20
expansions in… 31
as extended allegory… 

24–30
flashbacks in… 430, 459
inclusion of, in scriptural 

canon… 2–3
interpretive approaches 

to… 8–16
interruptions in… 31, 429
language of… 34–36
LDS interpretation of… 

14–16
manuscript variations of… 

35–36, 94, 97, 145, 158, 
159, 172, 225, 238, 306, 
315, 322, 331, 350, 419, 
451, 458, 475, 486, 494, 
535, 536, 543, 580, 586, 
604, 605, 606, 622, 687, 
737, 770, 787, 788, 789, 
790, 806, 808, 818, 841

message of… 70–76, 
72–73, 75, 120

methodology for inter-
preting… 18–30

nonrealism in… 32
prefatory passages in… 31
repetition in… 30
Restoration materials 

and… 33
structure of… 16–17, 

429–30
theological foundation 

of… 19–22
title of… 80
to be understood… 22–24, 

88–89
use of, by LDS leaders 

and scholars… 37–53
use of numbers in… 30
use of symbolism in… 

26–29
validation of… 83, 86, 728, 

795–96, 855, 862
reward… 421, 562–63
Richards, LeGrand… 501, 

557
riches

Babylon and… 688–89, 
695, 707

Book of Mormon on… 
771, 773

lost… 704

as sin of Laodicea… 186–
87, 189

Rider on white horse… 
736–46

right hand… 224
Roberts, B. H.… 299
robes… 109, 265, 296, 732, 

739, 847
rod, measuring… 388–89, 

812
rod of iron… 162, 741–42
Rome

Asia Minor and… 59
as “Babylon the Great”… 11
message of Revelation 

and… 72–73
seven hills of… 10, 661, 

670
swords and… 145, 252

S
sackcloth… 271, 397
sacrifice… 232–33, 267, 390
sacrificial meat offerings… 

147, 151–52, 192
Saints. See also martyrs

faith and endurance of… 
495, 561–63

as guests at marriage 
feast… 731

prayers of… 313, 316–17, 
690

rejoice… 709–10
reward of… 421, 562–63
righteous deeds of… 727, 

730, 732
war with… 491
will descend with Christ 

at Second Coming… 96
salvation

as theme of Christ’s com-
ings… 4

as becoming like God… 101
deeds and… 730–31
given to individuals… 120, 

132, 153
as God’s plan… 455
as God’s victory… 296–97
heirs of… 75

Sardis… 168–69, 173
sardius… 206–7
Satan

bound for a thousand 
years… 374, 754–59

cast into lake of fire and 
brimstone… 770, 775

deceives… 755–56, 759, 
768, 773

dragon as symbol for… 
436, 453

fell from heaven… 334, 335
loosed for a little season… 

756, 768, 771, 772–73
names for… 342, 347, 

453–54
opens pit… 336
purposes of… 454, 462, 

465–69
rage of… 459, 464

scarlet… 646, 648
scorpions… 338, 340
scriptures… 625
scroll

heavens split like a… 272, 
275

image of… 108
with seven seals… 224–31, 

234, 241–42
small… 370–71, 380–81, 

382, 383
sea

beast from… 485
no more… 786, 791
plagues affecting… 322–23, 

603–4, 607
symbolism of… 496, 

607–8
sealing

of one hundred forty-four 
thousand… 316

ordinance of… 44–51, 
292–93

seal(s)
compared to trumpets 

and bowls… 589
do not… 844
fifth… 262–69
first… 247–51
on forehead… 44–45, 48, 

286–87, 339, 344, 517, 
536, 832

fourth… 259–62
on one hundred forty-

four thousand… 
290–94

opening… 228
second… 251–54
seven… 225–27
seventh… 307–18
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sixth… 270–76, 325
symbolism of seven… 

245–47
third… 255–58
on what seven thunders 

said… 372–73
secret combination… 468, 

773. See also Mahan
selfishness… 635
serpent… 453, 473. See also 

dragon
servants… 83, 86, 265, 421. 

See also leader, of 
congregations

seven… 90–91, 99, 117, 233, 
240, 273, 275, 310, 311, 
438, 497, 498–99, 576, 
585, 586, 600, 670, 
737–38, 798

seven thousand… 413, 415
shame… 622
shepherd… 440
shipmasters… 706, 707
signs

encourage repentance… 
276–77, 282

false… 511–12, 522, 619
in the sky… 431, 434, 576
of validation… 83, 86

silence… 305, 307–9
six… 407, 529
six hundred sixty-six… 525–31
sixteen hundred… 569
sky

angel in midst of… 548, 
747

hail fell from… 632
new… 785, 790–91
sealed… 399–400
sign in… 431
split like a scroll… 272, 275
voice from… 689

slaves… 83–85, 701, 703
Smith, Eldred G.… 759
Smith, Joseph

on Adam… 452
on angels… 315
associated one hundred 

forty-four thousand 
with temple… 291

attacked by Satan… 465
commanded to write 

while in the spirit… 107
on election of seed of 

Abraham… 444, 448

on Elias… 381
on eternal life… 835
on exalted planets… 213
on four beasts… 215–16
on fullness of priesthood… 

45–47, 100
gave LDS interpretive 

approach… 14–15
on harvest… 573
on how God sees… 207
on John as a king… 99
on joint heirs… 189
on lake of fire and brim-

stone… 775
learned about John’s mis-

sion… 383–84
on nothing stopping the 

work… 423
on plurality of Gods… 43, 

95–96, 101–2
on salvation of the dead… 

268–69
on symbolism of the 

beasts… 496
on timing of Second 

Coming… 850
on restoration of gospel 

and keys… 557–58
on sacrifices… 390–91
on sanctification of earth… 

213
saw celestial gates… 825
saw vision of heaven… 

204
saw vision of last days… 

464
on Second Comforter… 

163
told to endure… 142
use of passages in Revela-

tion by… 37–38, 41–53
Smith, Joseph F. … 190
Smith, Joseph Fielding… 

38–39, 95, 100, 445, 756
smoke… 338, 343, 554, 587–

88, 699, 721
Smyrna… 133–35, 139
Sodom… 401
song. See also praise

of the Lamb… 579, 582, 
764

of Moses… 579, 582
new… 237–43, 537–38, 543
taunting… 683

sons of perdition… 803–4

Sophocles… 517
sorcery… 60, 122, 358, 359, 

712
sound… 341–42, 537, 711, 

718–19, 724
spices… 703
Spirit… 127, 856
spirit of life… 410
spirit of prophecy… 42, 729, 

733–34
spirit prison… 259, 261, 563, 

777
spirits, unclean… 617–18, 

619, 620, 624–25, 626, 
686–87, 749

spirit world… 111–12
square… 813, 823
star(s)

dragged off by dragon… 
438–39

fall… 271–72, 275
fallen from heaven 

(Satan)… 334, 335, 
376–77, 758

fell on waters… 323
morning… 163, 856
represent leaders… 114
third part of, smitten… 

325
twelve, on crown… 434

steadfastness… 124
stealing… 358
stones… 148, 154, 809, 815–

16, 823, 824
street… 816, 830
sulfur… 553–54
sun… 271, 275, 325, 610, 613, 

818
supper… 728, 733, 747, 751, 

751–52
sword

out of mouth… 110, 112, 
147, 735, 741, 750

as right of judgment… 
252–53, 254, 741

as right to judge… 145
symbolism… 26–30

T
tabernacle… 300, 502, 788, 

794, 813
tabernacle of the testimony… 

585
tails… 342
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Talmage, James E. … 90
Targum Isaiah… 764
tattoo… 287, 516
Taylor, John… 302, 424
teeth… 341
temple

built during sixth seal… 
304

cleansing of… 595
desolation of… 392
heavenly… 422, 585, 

588–89
in Jerusalem… 392, 393
lampstands in… 108
measured… 389–90, 393, 

394
none in New Jerusalem… 

816–17, 825
outer court of… 391, 393, 

394
square associated with… 

813–14
temple ordinances… 49, 

50–51, 52, 100
Temple Scroll… 257
temple worship… 29
ten… 137, 438, 486, 498–99, 

665, 671, 737–38
tenth… 413, 415
ten thousand… 96
Tertullian… 150
testimony. See witness/

testimony
Textus Receptus… 34, 172, 

315, 458, 536, 543, 580, 
605, 606, 818

thief… 621
thigh… 743
third… 322, 325, 352, 355, 438
thirst… 797, 857
three… 808, 822
three and one-half… 407
Three Nephites… 194, 445
throne

of the beast… 612
of elders… 210, 212
as equality in authority to 

rule… 188–89
heavenly… 206
heavenly, surroundings 

of… 209–13
judgment and… 760–61
noises from… 211
shared by God and the 

Lamb… 829, 834

voice from… 630, 632, 721, 
788, 794

throne theophany. See call 
narratives

thunder… 210–11, 212, 314–15, 
371, 377–78

Thyatira… 156–57, 163
time

by day… 820
five months… 340, 344
forty-two months… 391–

92, 407, 490, 502
half hour… 309
has run out… 373–74, 379
an hour, and a day, and 

a month, and a year… 
352

to judge the dead… 
420–21

little season… 756
nearness of… 87–88, 844, 

851
one hour… 666, 671, 700, 

706
one thousand two hun-

dred sixty days… 397
one thousand years… 755
ten days… 137
three and a half days… 

402, 409, 410
time, and times, and half 

a time… 392, 397, 407, 
473, 477

of trials… 180
titles

Almighty… 98, 114–16, 
206

Alpha and Omega… 97, 
796, 800, 846

the beginning and the 
end… 797, 846

faithful and true… 736–37, 
744

faithful witness… 93
the first and the last… 135
firstborn from the dead… 

93–94
for Christ, used by him-

self… 102
him which is, and which 

was, and which is to 
come… 91, 98, 499, 668

King of kings and Lord of 
lords… 673, 742–43

Lamb… 229, 300

Lion… 229
Lord and God… 218
Master… 263–64
root/branch of David… 

229, 855
Shepherd… 300–301
Son of God… 157
Son of Man… 108, 157, 565
word of God… 739–40, 

745
tongues… 612
torment

of beast and false 
prophet… 770

by horses… 354, 356
of kingdom of the beast… 

612
by locusts… 339–40, 

344–46
of those who receive 

mark of the beast… 554, 
560, 563

by two prophets… 403, 
408–9

transportation industry… 
703

tree of life… 128–29, 131–32, 
830, 836, 847–48

trees… 322, 398
tribulation, great… 298
trumpet(s)

compared to seals and 
bowls… 589

fifth… 333–36
first four… 318–30
seventh… 418–25
sixth… 349–56
symbolism of… 310–12
voice like… 107

twelve… 210, 233, 234, 291, 
807, 809, 816, 823, 830

twelve thousand… 813
twenty-four… 210
two… 396, 406
Tyre… 646

U
Uchtdorf, Dieter F.… 734
urim and thummim… 148

V
vengeance… 264, 268
Venus… 163, 856
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Vespasian… 10
vials. See bowls
victory

cry of… 719
of elders… 210, 218
during first seal… 248–49, 

250
imitation… 341, 346
of multitude before the 

throne… 296–97
song of… 579, 582
of white horseman… 249
won through righteous-

ness… 427
vineyard… 567, 571
violence… 252, 253
virgins… 539–40, 545
voice

from altar… 350
from heaven… 372, 455, 

794
loud… 227
from temple… 601
from throne… 630, 632, 

788
with thunder and light-

ning… 211, 314–15
from thunders… 371, 

377–78
like trumpet… 107, 203

volcanoes… 322–23

W
walls… 807, 814, 815, 823
war

of beast, against two 
prophets… 400–401

during fourth seal… 
260–61

gathering for… 620, 623, 
625–28

after Millennium… 769–
70, 774

against the Rider… 748–51
war in heaven… 451–53, 

459–62
warning. See curse
water. See also sea

flood of, from dragon… 
473, 476

living… 301, 797, 828–29, 
834–35, 857

plagues affecting… 324, 
604, 607, 623–24

potable, near Laodicea… 
184, 185–86

represents peoples… 643, 
674

whore sits upon… 639, 
643

wheat… 570, 571
white

garments… 172, 187, 210
head and hair… 109
horses… 246, 248–49, 

250, 736, 740
linen… 726, 730, 740
robes… 265, 296

Whitney, Orson F.… 38, 230, 
447

whore
compared to woman 

clothed with the sun/
bride… 643, 644, 809

described in Old Testa-
ment… 639

description of… 647–57
destruction of… 674–76, 

678–81
hated… 674
holy things counterfited 

by… 654–55
as mother… 652

wilderness
Church in… 444–45
contrasting symbolism 

of… 643–44
as home for the whore… 

641
as place of safety… 441–

42, 472, 476, 477
winds… 281
wine

of Babylon… 551, 559–60, 
640–41, 645, 649, 
656–57, 687

do not hurt… 256–57, 258
of wrath of God… 552–53, 

560, 631
wings… 214, 472, 476
wisdom… 524, 661, 669
witness/testimony. See also 

prophets, two
of angel… 855
Christ as… 93
in court of law… 396, 406
of John… 85, 88, 857
of martyrs… 263, 266–69, 

867

overcoming through… 
457

Saints have… 165, 475, 
478–79, 867

as spirit of prophecy… 
729, 733

woe
eagle laments coming… 

330–32
to earth and sea… 458–59, 

463
first… 335
second… 354, 387, 414
third… 425

wolves in sheep’s clothing… 
56, 117, 508

woman, clothed with the 
sun

appeared in heaven… 
431–34

compared with whore… 
641, 643, 644

fled into wilderness… 
441–42, 471–73

women
in ancient church… 164
as queen and priestess… 

299–300
Woodruff, Wilford… 636
works. See deeds
wormwood… 324
worship

by angels… 297
by servants… 832
of dragon… 488–89
by elders… 218
of idols… 357
Jews will, before Chris-

tians… 179
by John, not of angel 

but God… 728–29, 733, 
843–44

materialism as… 655
of sea beast… 492, 519–20, 

522
of self… 360

worthiness… 115, 218, 220, 
227, 228, 230–31, 242

wound… 487–88
wrath

of Babylon… 550–51, 
558–59

of God… 552–53, 592–98, 
631, 742



916  The Revelation of John the Apostle

Y
Young, Brigham

on becoming pillar… 181
on greatness of God… 583
on political kingdom… 

440, 445
on seeing eternities… 213
on sons of perdition… 803
on temple ordinances… 153

on temptation and 
agency… 467

Z
Zechariah… 171, 308
Zephaniah… 308
Zion. See also New Jerusalem

description of, from Old 
Testament… 535

established during first 
seal… 248, 250

establishment of… 433, 
793

the Lamb stands in… 535
the Lord dwelt in… 574
as place of safety… 302–4, 

568, 574, 677


